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This  work  originallj  appeared  in  1867,  a>  the  first  part  of 
a  **  MaTiiial  of  HomcBopatliic  Practice  for  students  and  begin- 
ners." It  was  coached  in  the  form  of  letters  to  an  enquiring 
friend.  A  second  edition  was  published  in  1870.*^  The  addi- 
tions rendered  necessaiy  by  the  progress  of  knowledge  were, 
for  the  conyenienoe  of  those  who  possessed  the  volume  in 
its  original  form,  placed  between  brackets  or  aflixed  as  notes. 

When,  in  1874,  I  was  called  upon  to  prepare  a  third 
edition,  it  seemed  desirable  that  the  work  should  assume  a 
homogeneous  and  as  it  were  primary  character ;  and  that  the 
matter  of  the  first  two  editions,  together  with  such  additions 
a«  I  might  have  to  make,  should  be  welded  together  in  one 
consecutive  whole.  But  I  found,  on  consideration,  that  more 
than  this  would  be  necessary.  I  had  by  this  time  become 
painfully  conscious  of  the  limited  range  of  the  information 
with  wbich  I  had  previously  worked,  especially  as  regards 
original  provings  and  Prench  and  German  literature.  The 
endeavours  I  now  made  to  extend  my  knowledge  showed  me 
that  the  work  must  be,  to  a  great  extent,  not  only  re-cast  but 
re-written,  if  it  was  to  satisfy  my  present  sense  of  what  was 
required  of  it. 

While  I  was  planning  and  initiating  the  undertaking,  the 
circumstances  arose  which  led  to  my  being  requested  by  the 
British  Homoeopathic  Society  to  deliver  a  course  of  lectures 
in  London  on  Materia  Medtca  and  Therapeutics.  The  form 
of  my  work  was  thus  determined  for  me ;  and  an  additional 
motive  supplied  for  Tn^Tring  its  substance  as  full  and  accurate 
as  possible.    The  lectures  were  delivered  between  Pebruary 
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and  June,  1875,  and  again  from  October  to  January,  1875-6. 
The  present  volume  contains  them.  I  have  added  the  minor 
medicines  omitted  in  mj  course,  and  some  re-arrangement 
has  been  necessitated  hereby.  With  this  exception,  the  lectures 
stand  here  substantially  as  they  were  given. 

In  my  introductory  discourse  I  have  stated  fully  the  scope 
and  method  of  my  procedure ;  and  need  not  dwell  upon  them 
in  this  pre&hce.  On  one  feature  of  the  work  only  I  would 
make  a  remark.  While  I  had  hitherto  been  content  to  say — 
the  proving  of  such  and  such  a  drug  is  in  the  Materia  Medica 
Fwra^  or  Chrome  Diaeasea^  or  elsewhere,  I  have  now  thought 
it  advisable  to  give  a  brief  analytic  account  of  each  patho- 
genesis, sta^g  the  sources  from  which  it  is  derived,  and  the 
proportion  in  which  they  have  contxibuted  to  it ;  and  also, 
where  possible,  the  manner  in  which  the  symptoms  were 
obtained.  I  have  reason  to  think  that  a  very  vague  con- 
ception exists  in  most  minds  (I  know  it  once  did  in  my  own) 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  pathogenetic  materials  of  Homoeo- 
pathy. This  imperfect  knowledge  is  apt  to  lead,  on  the  one 
side  to  superstitious  veneration,  on  the  other  to  sceptical 
neglect — both  being,  I  conceive,  unwarranted  towards  the 
Materia  Medica  as  a  whole,  and  either  being  generally  mis- 
placed in  its  own  reference.  I  have  accordingly  done  my  best 
(though  I  have  yet  more  to  do  in  the  same  field)  to  ascertain 
and  exhibit  the  general  character  of  such  pathogenetic  col- 
iiaetions  as  we  possess,  so  that  a  reference  to  them  may  carry 
(ts  own  meaning  with  it.  And  I  have  also  examined  each 
constituent  member  of  these,  and  each  separate  contribution 
of  the  kind,  on  its  own  merits,  and  stated  the  results ;  so 
that  the  student  may  know  in  each  case  the  nature  of  the 
material  with  which  he  is  working,  and  esteem  and  use  it 
accordingly. 

The  kind  appreciation  with  which  this  Manual  has  hitherto 
been  received,  both  in  its  own  language  and  in  a  French  and 
Oerman  dress,  leads  me  to  hope  that  it  will  not  be  found  less 
but  more  useful  in-  its  present  elaborated  form. 
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LECTURE   I. 


INTRODUCTORY. 


Gbhti^emen, 

We  are  met  to-day  to  inaugurate  a  course  of  instruc- 
tion upon  Materia  Medica,  i.e.  upon  the  materials  used  in 
the  practiGe  of  meScine.  It  will  be  well^  at  the  outset,  to 
indicate  and  define  our  field  of  study. 

1.  There  are  agents  employed  and  measures  prescribed  in 
the  treatment  of  disease  which  are  roughly  classed  under  the 
term  hygienic.  These  include  the  diet  and  regimen  of  the 
patient,  the  choice  of  his  climate,  the  regulation  of  his  habits. 
Again,  there  are  ways  in  which  the  various  forces  and  elements 
of  nature  can  be  pressed  into  therapeutic  service,  as  the  use  of 
water  in  its  various  forms,  the  bringing  to  bear  of  heat  and 
cold  In  due  proportions,  and  the  application  of  electricity.  In 
systematic  treatises  on  Materia  Medica  many  of  these  agents 
are  discussed,  and  they  cannot  be  denied  a  title  to  tiie  name. 
If  I  exclude  them  from  our  consideration  here,  it  is  not  from 
their  being  imdervalued.  It  is  simply  because  I  have  nothing 
to  say  about  them  which  is  not  better  said  elsewhere ;  and 
because  I  wish  to  devote  our  entire  attention  to  the  action  of 
drugs. 

2.  Drugs — that  is,  substances  which  have  the  power  of 
affecting  the  animal  body  in  health  and  disease — are  the 
Materia  Medica  of  which  I  propose  to  speak.  And  of  these, 
agsun,  solely  as  they  affect  the  body.  Taken  from  the  animal, 
vegetable,  and  mineral  kingdoms,  they  have  characters  and 
relations  which  belong  to  the  sciences  dealing  with  those 
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depaitments  of  nature.  In  the  treatifies  of  wliich  I  have 
spoken,  suck  features  of  drugs  often  occupy  a  large  space; 
and  to  them  I  must  refer  jou  for  all  information  of  the  kind. 
I  shall  use  it  only  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  to  identify  the 
drug  before  us ;  which  done,  it  will  be  discussed  as  a  drug  and 
nothing  else. 

3.  Such  discussion,  as  I  have  said,  will  embrace  the  action 
of  each  substance  upon  the  organism  in  health  and  disease, — 
its  action  physiological  (or  pathogenetic),  and  its  action  thera* 
peuticaL  Of  the  former  little  needs  now  to  be  said.  There 
is  no  question  but  that  our  knowledge  on  this  head  should  be  as 
full  and  accurate  as  possible.  The  only  limitation  is  on  the 
side  of  Toxicology.  Our  subject  is  pharmacodynamics ;  but 
it  IS  the  ivvafisis  of  <l>apfiaKa  as  medicines,  not  as  poisons.  We 
require  to  know  their  poisonous  action  for  the  purpose  of 
using  them  as  curative  agents :  in  as  far  as  it  comes  within 
the  range  of  Porensic  Medicine — in  all  that  relates  to  dia- 
gnosis, tests,  antidotes,  and  such  like — ^it  is  beyond  the  range 
of  our  present  inquiry. 

4.  A  far  more*  important  qualification  of  our  task  arises 
from  the  therapeutic  side  of  the  action  of  drugs.  These 
lectures  are  delivered  in  the  board-room  of  the  London 
HomcsopcUhic  Hospital:  they  are  instituted  by  the  British 
Hamceopathic  Society  as  a  step  towards  founding  in  this  city 
a  School  of  Homceopathy.  How  far  do  the  principles  indicated 
by  this  name  modify  the  teaching  of  Materia  Medica  ? 

The  two  lectures  which  have  recently  been  given  in  this 
place  by  my  friend  Dr.  Dudgeon  render  it  needless  for  me  to 
speak  here  of  the  nature  of  homoeopathy.  The  only  assump- 
tion regarding  it  needful  for  my  present  purpose  is  that  it  is 
a  therapeutic  method,  and  a  legitimate  one.  It  is  neverthe- 
less entirely  ignored  in  the  common  text-books  on  Materia 
Medica ;  the  few  known  applications  of  medicines  which  come 
within  its  range  finding  place  there  as  empirical  uses  only. 
It  accordingly  becomes  the  duty  of  a  teacher  in  a  School  of 
Homoeopathy  to  give,  in  the  therapeutic  part  of  his  task,  the 
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ioremest  rank  to^emch  uses  of  his  medicines  as  result  from  the 
role  timQia  simiUbns.  He  will  not  neglect  to  glance  at  and 
estimate  other  modes  of  employing  them^  but  ho  will  give  his 
main  strength  to  these :  these  he  will  do,  and  not  leave  the 
others  undone 

5.  But  the  avowed  recognition  of  homoeopathy  in  this  place 
▼ill  have  further  effects. 

Mrsty  it  will  influence  the  range  of  the  Materia  Medica  we 
shall  have  to  consider.  HomoBopathj  presses  into  its  service 
a  iar  greater  number  of  natural  products  than  traditional 
medicine  employs.  It  has  revived  many  valuable  agents 
£roin  the  unmerited  oblivion  into  which  they  had  fallen,  and 
is  continually  adding  new  remedies  to  its  stock  by  means  of 
the  organon  it  possesses  in  the  law  of  similars :  for  it  has  but 
to  ascertain  the  pathogenetic  action  of  any  substance,  and  its 
medicinal  use  is  indicated  forthwith.  The  Materia  Medica 
▼e  shall  study  will  be  that  of  Homoeopathy,  which^  embraces 
all  the  ordinary  medicines,  and  adds  many  another  thereto. 

Secondly,  our  homoeopathic  standpoint  will  greatly  enrich 
the  materials  on  which  we  can  draw  for  the  knowledge  of  the 
pathogenetic  action  of  drugs.  The  practical  carrying  out  of 
the  rule,  "  let  likes  be  treated  by  likes,"  has  necessitated 
extensive  and  minute  "  proving "  upon  the  healthy  body. 
The  record  of  such  experimentation  constitutes  the  distinctive 
Materia  Medica  Homoeopathica.  Passed  by  in  the  ordinary 
lectures  and  treatises,  this  record  will  take  special  prominence 
here.  We  may  use  as  freely  as  others  can  the  observations 
of  poisoning  and  over-dosing,  and  the  experiments  on  animals, 
which  constitute  the  bulk  of  the  pathogenetic  material  gene- 
rally available.  But  we  shall  add  to  these,  and  rank  above 
them  in  importance,  the  pure  proving  on  the  healthy  which, 
though  not  imknown  previously,  is  confessed  to  have  been  in 
an  especial  manner  the  meritorious  endeavour  of  the  disciples 
of  Hahnemann. 

The  sum  of  what  has  now  been  said  is  this.    It  will  be 
my  doty  to  discourse  from  this  place  on  the  Homoeopathic 
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Materia  Medica, — ^that  is/mentioiung  all  the  substances  whicb 
homoeopathj  uses  as  medicines ;  setting  fortli,  in  addition  to* 
other  information,  the  peculiar  knowledge  which  homoeopathy 
possesses  of  their  pathogenetic  action ;  and,  while  not  ignoring^ 
different  uses,  describing  especially  the  applications  which 
homoeopathy  makes  of  them  in  the  treatment  of  disease. 
These  lectures  will  not  attempt  to  supersede,  but  only  to* 
supplement,  the  instruction  on  the  subject  elsewhere  obtain- 
able :  they  belong  not  to  a  School  of  Medicine  in  general,  but 
to  a  School  of  Homoeopathy. 

I  must  assume  that  my  hearers — over  and  above  any  who 
may  be  present  from  interest  in  the  subject  or  for  kindly 
support  of  the  lecturer — are  adherents  of  homoeopathy,  but 
as  yet  students  and  beginners  in  its  practice.  Your  recog- 
nition of  it  is  due  to  hereditary  prepossession,  or  to  personal 
conviction  resulting  from  the  study  of  its  apologetic  writings 
and  the  occasional  observation  of  its  working.  These  have 
satisfied  you  of  the  reasonableness  of  its  doctrines  and  the 
positive  efficacy  of  its  remedies.  You  are  assured  that  in  this 
law  of  similars  a  new  vein  has  been  struck,  pregnant  with 
remedial  wealth ;  and  you  desire  to  furnish  yourselves  so  sa 
to  work  the  vein  to  its  utmost.  To  do  this  from  the  point  of 
view  of  disease  will  be  the  province  of  the  lectures  on  Clinical 
Medicine  which  it  is  hoped  will  soon  be  delivered  in  this 
place :  it  will  be  mine  to  do  it  from  that  of  drugs.  Address- 
ing students,  accordingly,  these  lectures  must  needs  be 
didactic  intone  and  exhaustive — as  far  as  may  be — in  matter. 
Any  who  may  honour  me  with  their  presence  from  motives  of 
another  kind  will  not  be  offended  that  so  it  is :  they  will 
kindly  consider  themselves  listeners  rather  than  direct  audi- 
tors. 

I  have  first  to  introduce  you  to  what  we  call,  loosely,  the 
*' Materia  Medica"  of  Homoeopathy;  which  is  (as  I  have 
said)  the  record  of  the  pathogenetic  effects  of  the  substances 
so  named.  It  has  for  its  first  and  chief  constituent  the  two 
works  of  Hahnemann    entitled  Materia  Medica  Pura  and- 
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XJhrome  DUeaeea,  published  (in  their  latest  form)   between 
the  yean  1822 — 39.    They  have  been  rendered  into  English 
from  the  Qerman  original  by  Dr.  Hempel  of  America,  and,  in 
-one  or  other  language,  should  be  in  every  one's  hand.    They 
•contain  pathogeneses  (as  we  call  them)  of  upwards  of  sixty 
medicines,  comprising  most  of  those  whose  frequent  use  enti- 
tles them  to  the  name  of  **  polychrests.*'    The  two  collections, 
ixmever,  are  of  veiy  imequal  value.    The  symptoms  con- 
tained in  the  six  volumes  of  the  Materia  Medica  Pura  were, 
for  the  most  part,  observed  upon  persons  in  health,  who  were 
taking  for  experimental  purposes  substantial  quantities  of  the 
drugs.    But  those  additional  pathogeneses,  or  parts  of  patho- 
:geneses,  which  Hahnemann  furnishes  as  materials  for  the 
treatment  of  chronic  diseases  were  obtained  in  a  different  way. 
More  than  half  of  the  symptoms  are  those  of  patients,  being 
any  and  every  change  in  their  sensations  while  taking  the 
medicines;  and  all  are  effects — real  or  supposed — of  infini- 
tesimal doses,  i,e,  from  the  millionth  to  the  decillionth  of  a 
grain.     The  evidence  for  these  facts  I  have  adduced  in  a 
paper  which  you  will  find  in  the  thirty-second  volume  of 
•the  British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy ;  and  in  the  succeeding 
number  I  have  followed  it  up  with  an  inquiry  into  the  value 
of  symptoms  so  obtained.     I  must  leave  you  to  draw  your 
own  conclusions  from  what  I  have  there  advanced.    Mine 
however,  are  that  it  is  impossible  to  use  such  pathogeneses  as 
materials  for  the  study  of  the  physiological  effects  of  drugs, 
.and  that  in  these  lectures  I  must  simply  name  and  pass  them 
hj.     We  next  have  records  of  provings  made  independently  o: 
Hahnemann,  or  not  published  by  him,  but  belonging  to  his 
•epoch  and  having  his  sanction.     These  are  mainly  contained 
in  the  ArzneimitteUehre  of  Drs.  Hartlaub  and  Trinks,  and 
ihe  Additions    to  the    Materia    Medica    of    Dr.    Stapf,    the 
latter  of  which  we  also  have  in  English,  from  Dr.  Hempel's 
pen.    Last,  there  are  the  provings  of  the  post-Hahnemannic 
-era,  mainly  to  be  found  in  our  periodical  literature,  but  occa- 
^onally  appearing  in  separate  .volumes — as  those  of  Drs. 
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Esrejy  Mure,  and  Hoiiat,  and  the  New  Eemedies  of  Dr.  E.  M» 
Hale. 

Attempts  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  to  collect 
these  scattered  materials  into  a  single  series.  Of  these  the 
most  considerable  are  the  Symptomen-Godex  of  Dr.  Jahr 
(1843),  and  the  Handbuch  of  Drs.  Noack  and  Trinks  (1843-7). 
Of  the  former  we  have  more  than  one  translation.  But 
both  are  out  of  date,  and  at  the  best  abridgments.  Of 
greater  promise  than  either  is  the  Encyclopcedia  of  Materia 
Medica  now  set  on  foot  by  Dr.  Allen  of  New  York.  It  bids 
&ir,  if  completed,  to  be  the  most  exhaustive  collection  of 
pathogenesj  in  existence. 

Another  form  in  which  some  constituents  of  the  Materia 
Medica  exist  for  us  is  that  of  monographs  on  individual  drugs,, 
aiming  at  exhaustive  presentation  of  aU  that  is  known  re- 
garding them.  Besides  separate  essays,  I  may  specify  here 
the  pathogeneses  of  Dr.  Hering  of  Philadelphia  in  his 
Amerikanische  Arzneiprufungen  and  his  Materia  Medica; 
and  the  treatises  of  the  Hahnemann  Materia  Medica  in  this 
coimtry. 

It  will  be  my  duty  to  refer  you,  for  each  medicine,  to  the 
record  of  its  original  proving,  and  to  any  special  work  in  the 
way  of  study  or  arrangement  which  has  been  done  upon  it. 
The  means  of  making  such  references  for  yourselves  are,  in 
most  instances,  provided  by  the  Library  of  the  British 
Homoeopathic  Society,  from  which  books  can  be  obtained 
through  its  members  by  any  who  attend  these  lectures.  But 
I  must  now  tell  you  what,  in  the  Materia  Medica  itself,  you 
must  expect  to  find. 

Let  us  take  as  aii  example  the  section  on  Arnica  in  the  first 
volume  of  the  Materia  Medica  Pwra.  After  a  short  preface, 
speaking  of  some  of  its  therapeutic  uses,  we  have  a  list  of 
symptoms,  638  in  number,  purporting  to  be  observed  patho- 
genetic effects  of  the  drug.  Of  these  280  have  no  name 
attached,  and  are  to  be  understood  as  contributed  by 
Hahnemann  himself.    Of  the  remainder,  311  are  marked 
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with  the  abbreriated  names  of  the  f  eUow-observers  acknow- 
ledged by  him  in  his  preface,  seven  in  all;  and  47  are  credited 
to  certain  authors,  reference  being  given  to  the  place  where 
the  observation  may  be  found.  The  symptoms  are  arranged 
in  an  order  mainly  anatomical,  proceeding  from  those  of  the 
head  to  those  of  the  extremities,  and  ending  with  generalities 
and  psychical  phenomena.  No  information  is  given  as  to  the 
subjects  on  whom  they  were  observed,  the  doses  by  which 
^y  were  produced,  or  the  connection  and  sequence  in  which 
they  occurred. 

This  description,  with  slight  variations,  will  hold  good  for 
all  Hahnemann's  medicines,  and  for  a  great  many  of  those 
furnished  by  his  followers.  The  first  impression  made  upon 
the  mind  hj  the  symptom-lists  it  characterises  is  one  of  utter 
confusion  and  discouragement.  As  has  been  said  (in  allusion 
to  the  order  of  the  schema) — ^the  reader  begins  with  vertigo, 
and  ends  with  rage.  But  let  us  inquire  why  Hahnemann 
originated,  and  others  imitated,  such  a  mode  of  presenting 
the  pathogenetic  effects  of  drugs  ;  and  what  use  was  intended 
to  be  made  of  the  symptoms  furnished.  Then,  perhaps,  we 
shall  understand  the  rationale  of  the  form  adopted. 

Now  it  is  obvious  to  any  one  who]considers  the  subject,  that 
there  are  two  conceivable  modes  of  working  the  homoeopathic 
method — of  following  the  rule,  "  let  likes  be  treated  by  likes." 
The  one  may  be  called  the  a  ^priori  mode,  the  other  the  a 
posteriori.  The  former  infers  from  the  pathogenetic  action  of 
any  substance  what  will  be  the  morbid  conditions  in  which  it 
should  prove  curative.  The  latter  begins  with  disease 
instead  of  drugs;  it  is  the  course  we  adopt  when,  having 
examined  a  case,  we  turn  to  our  pathogenetic  records  to  see 
what  medicine  has  caused  similar  symptoms  in  the  healthy. 

That  the  latter  was  Hahnemann's  ideal  plan^seems  to  me 
incontestably  proved  by  his  Organon,  There  is  no  trace 
there  of  wish  on  his  part  that  the  homoeopathic  practitioner 
should  make  any  study  of  medicines  in  themselves  prior  to 
thdr  application  to  practice.     Their   pathogenetic   effects. 
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having  been  ascertained  and  recorded,  we  haTe  but  to  refer  to 
sucli  record,  after  we  have  examined  our  patient,  to  discover 
the  eimiUimum  to  his  case.  Hence  the  arrangement  of  the 
pathogeneses  in  the  form  of  a  schema  of  disconnected 
symptoms.  If  eveiy  case  is  to  be  treated  by  writing  down  its 
phenomena  in  anatomical  order,  and  finding  what  medicine 
has  produced  all,  or  the  greatest  number,  or  the  most  charac- 
teristic of  them,  then  the  form  adopted  answers  eveiy 
purpose.  That  it  is  impossible  to  form  any  d  priori  notion  of 
the  medicine,  or  to  see  in  its  effects  any  true  pictures  of 
diseaae,  is,  upon  this  system,  of  no  consequence. 

That  this  is  the  explanation  of  the  form  of  the  Homcoo- 
pathic  Materia  Medica  is,  I  think,  unquestionable.  Nor  is  it 
doubtful  but  that  provision  must  be  made  for  this  mode  of 
homcBopathising.  So  many  morbid  states  are  known  to  us 
only  as  an  assemblage  of  phenomena,  that  there  is  no  other 
way  of  treating  them  than  by  comparing  them  at  the  time 
with  our  pathogenetic  records,  and  fitting  drug  symptoms  to 
those  of  disease.  Hence  the  pathogenesis  of  every  medicine 
must  be  arranged  in  schema  form  for  our  purposes,  and  the 
only  change  to  be  desiderated  is  the  improvement  of  the 
arrangement.  But  were  this  the  whole  of  homoeopathy,  the 
function  of  a  lecturer  on  Materia  Medica  would  have  no 
existence.  The  only  knowledge  required  would  be  the  where- 
abouts of  the  pathogeneses ;  the  only  f  acidty  to  be  exercised 
upon  them  would  be  that  of  memory,  and  even  this  would  be 
superseded  by  the  employment  of  the  indices  we  call  reper- 
tories. 

The  fact  of  my  delivering,  at  the  request  of  the  British 
Homoeopathic  Society,  this  course  of  lectures  shows  that  in 
its  judgment  previous  knowledge  of  medicines  is  necessary 
and  desirable.  Even  to  use  the  Materia  Medica  aright 
upon  the  a  posteriori  plan,  it  is  veiy  helpful  to  know  the  sig- 
nificance of  the  several  symptoms  as  fully  as  may  be,  and  to 
be  acquainted  with  the  general  sphere  and  character  of  the 
medicine.    Mere  mechanical  symptom-covering  is  as  likely  to 
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miss  83  to  hit  the  mark.  Still  more  important  is  it  that  jou 
should  be  famished  for  what  I  hare  described  as  the  a  priori 
method  of  homodopathising,  that  as  &r  as  possible  you  should 
go  forth  readj  equipped  for  your  work  without  cumbersome 
apparatus  of  books  of  reference.  So  to  inform,  and  so  to 
famish  jou,  is  the  task  I  have  undertaken.  Let  me  say  a 
iew  words  upon  the  wou  otQ  which  a  lecturer  has  for  this 
purpose. 

First,  in  nearly  all  the  new  provings  which  have  appeared 
■since  the  death  of  Hahnemann,  it  has  been  recognised  as 
essential  that  the  daily  records  of  the  experiments  should  be 
furnished,  and  not  merely  a  schema  of  the  results.  These 
.4118  inyalnable,  both  for  illuminating  the  individual  sym- 
ptoms, and  for  reyealing  the  morbid  states  to  which  the  drug- 
effects  are  similar.  For  the  provings  of  Hahnemann  and  his 
immediate  followers  we  have  no  such  aids,  so  far  as  their  own 
symptoms  are  concerned.  But  those  cited  from  authors, 
which  in  some  pathogeneses  constitute  an  important  element, 
can  in  most  cases  be  examined  in  their  originals,  and  thus 
their  meaning  and  yalue  be  ascertained.  This  work  has  been 
done  for  some  of  the  medicines  by  Drs.  Both,  Langheinz,  and 
others ;  and  I  am  myself  at  the  present  time  engaged  in  con- 
pleting  it  for  the  whole  Hahnemannic  series.  Dr.  Allen's 
Encyelopcedia  will  embody  my  results. 

Secondly,  we  have  the  facts  brought  forward  in  the  ordi- 
nary treatises  on  Toxicology  and  Materia  Medica.  They  want 
the  fulness  and  minuteness  required  for  the  application  of 
the  law  of  similars ;  yet  in  their  measure  they  are  extremely 
helpful.  To  know  that  a  poison  is  narcotic,  narcotico-irri- 
tant,  or  irritant  only  is  knowledge  sufficiently  vague ;  but  it 
is  a  clue.  It  indicates  the  relative  importance  of  various 
symptoms,  and  the  class  of  diseases  to  which  the  drug  corre- 
sponds. The  revelations  of  morbid  anatomy  carry  us  a  step 
^onward  yet.  They  show  the  organs  and  tissues  upon  which 
the  poison  exerts  its  influence,  and  in  a  broad  way  the  cha- 
racter of  that  influence.     The  classiflcations  of  manuals  of 
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therapeutics — which  study  drugs  as  cathartics,  diuretics,  ex- 
pectorants, and  so  forth — ^help  us  still  farther  to  localise  the 
sphere  of  the  influence  of  each ;  and  of  late  the  physiological 
side  of  the  action  of  medicines  has  received  much  greater 
attention  in  these  works,  to  our  corresponding  profit. 

It  is  perhaps  supererogatory  to  point  out  the  best  books 
of  this  kind.  Christison  and  the  first  edition  of  Taylor 
On  Poisons,  with  Orfila's  Toztcologie,  haye  made  any  later 
works  on  the  subject  needless  at  present.  Of  the  older 
treatises  on  Materia  Medica,  the  English  Pereira,  the  French 
Trousseau  and  Pidoux,  and  the  American  Wood  may  be  named 
as  excellent  in  their  way.  The  modem  books  of  Phillips,* 
'Binger,t  and  the  younger  Wood  :|:  are  of  a  different  stamp. 
The  first  is  little  more  than  the  record  of  what  the  writer 
learned  during  the  twenty  years  in  which  he  avowedly  prac- 
tised  homoeopathy ;  it  is  of  interest  to  us  mainly  as  showing 
how  much  he  can  retain  and  put  forward  under  another  name. 
Dr.  Singer's  book,  when  it  first  appeared,  was  an  incorpora- 
tion with  the  traditional  uses  of  medicines  of  such  knowledge 
as  he  could  obtain  of  their  employment  in  the  school  of 
Hahnemann.  The  &<;ts  of  this  latter  class  it  contained, 
stated  always  without  reference  to  their  source,  made  it  like 
a  stream  of  fresh  air  to  practitioners  of  the  old  system ;  and 
it  rapidly  attained  great  popularity.  In  subsequent  editions, 
the  author  has  spoken  more  frankly  as  to  the  authorities  for 
his  novel  statements;  and  has  himself  enlarged  the  thera- 
peutic sphere  of  several  medicines  by  using  them  according 
to  the  law  of  similars  in  the  large  field  of  practice  at  his 
command.  His  fourth  edition — which  I  shall  cite  here — is 
thus  a  work  of  much  value.  The  TreaJtise  on  Therapeutics 
of  Dr.  Horatio  Wood  has  a  usefulness  of   another  kind. 

*  *  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics.  Vegetable  Kingdom.'  By  Charles 
D.  F.  Phillips,  M  J).,  P.E.C.S.B.    1874. 

t  *  A  Handbook  of  Therapeutics.'  By  Sydney  Binger,  M.D.  4th  edition^ 
1874. 

X  'A  Treatise  on  Therapeutics.'    By  H.  C.  Wood,  Jan.,  M.D.    1874. 
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ffimself  a  diligent  worker  in  the  physiologioal  laboratory,  lie 
has  made  it  his  business  to  keep  au  caurant  with  all  that  i» 
done  of  this  sort  elsewhere.  He  can  thns  present  to  us  a 
sommaiy  of  all  experimentation  that  has  been  carried  on 
with  any  drag  down  to  the  date  of  his  publication,  and  has 
done  so  with  very  satisfying  fulness.  His  book  is  as- 
necessary  for  our  knowledge  of  the  pathogenetics  of  the 
old  school,  as  they  now  are,  as  Dr.  Einger's  for  its  thera- 
peutics, and  throws  many  a  side-light  on  our  own  Materia 
Hedica. 

Thirdly,  we  are  materially  aided  in  our  studies  of  phar- 
msoology  by  clinical  experience,  by  what  we  are  accustomed 
to  call  the  U9U8  in  morbis.  As  soon  as  this  has  become 
foffidently  extensiye,  it  avails  to  stamp  the  character  of  the 
Tarioos  medicines,  and  to  show  in  what  part  and  in  what 
kinds  of  derangement  they  have  real  [energy.  Light  is  thus 
thrown  back  on  the  pathogeneses,  and  their  characteristic 
features  and  fundamental  phenomena  become  manifest.  In 
these,  each  medicine  seems  to  affect  more  or  less  every  organ 
or  function  of  the  body  ;  but  from  the  ustus  in  morhis  we  learn 
which  are  the  primary  seats  of  its  influence,  and  which  the 
merely  subordinate  and  sympathetic. 

A  great  mass  of  clinical  experience  with  medicines  used 
after  the  homoeopathic  method  has  now  accimiulated  in  our 
periodical  literature.  Collections  of  it  have  been  made  from 
time  to  time,  as  those  of  Biickert  in  German  and  Beauvais  (a 
pseudonym  for  Both)  in  French.  But  for  your  introduction 
to  the  subject,  and  for  our  present  purpose,  I  can  commend  to 
you  no  more  excellent  books  than  those  of  two  honoured 
members  of  this  Society — the  Applied  Homceopathy  of  Dr. 
Bayes,  and  the  Hints  for  the  Practical  Study  of  the  HomceO' 
paihie  Method  of  Dr.  Chepmell.  The  former  by  stating 
his  own  experience  with  our  leading  remedies,  the  latter 
by  a  series  of  typical  clinical  records  with  observations, 
stttnpe  indelibly  on  the  mind  of  the  student  the  leading^ 
features  of  the  drugs  he  specifles.    But  it  is  not  from  avowed 
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honKBopathic  experience  only  that  we  can  draw  for  this 
•object.  All  treatment  by  single  medicines  used  for  their 
•direct  effects  upon  the  disease  is  truly  of  this  kind,  though  it 
Imows  or  acknowledges  it  not.  Hence  such  collections  as 
those  of  Frank's  Magazine  *  are  of  great  ralue  to  us.  This 
'Exists  only  in  German;  but  in  M.  Teste's  Systematisaiion 
jpraiique  de  la  mcUiere  midicale  homoeopaihique  (1853),  which 
we  haye  also  in  English,  copious  use  is  made  of  the  expe- 
rience of  the  older  medical  writers  as  illuminative  of  the 
special  properties  of  our  remedies. 

Taking  his  stand  upon  the  ground  thus  described,  the 
lecturer  on  Materia  Medica  will  survey  for  his  hearers  the 
£eld  of  pathogenetic  phenomena  he  has  to  characterise.  My 
main  object  will  be  to  set  forth  the  sphere  of  action  of  each 
•drug.  Every  medicine,  even  though  it  be  one  of  those  great 
polychrests  which  seem  to  embrace  nearly  the  whole  or- 
ganism within  the  circle  of  their  influence,  has  one  or  more 
•centres  of  action.  What  these  centres  are  we  learn,  some- 
times from  the  pathogenetic,  sometimes  from  the  clinical  side. 
When  we  have  learnt  them,  they  become  all-important  stand- 
jK>ints  for  the  imderstanding  and  the  remembrance  of  the 
medicine.  These  centres  I  shall  endeavour,  wherever  prac- 
ticable, to  reach,  and  around  them  to  group  the  several 
mictions  and  uses  of  the  drugs.  There  will  always  bo  resi- 
duary phenomena  in  such  a  process ;  but  these  I  shall  not  fail 
•to  note  when  their  importance  demands  it. 

Our  method  will  be  as  follows  : — After  defining  what  it  is 
that  we  are  administering  imder  the  common  names  of  the 
•drugs — Aconite,  Arsenic,  and  so  forth — ^I  shall  refer  you  to 
the  authorities  for  our  knowledge  of  each.  Under  this  head 
will  be  mentioned  the  original  provings,  and  any  special 
.sources  of  information  which'  may  exist.  Then  I  shall  proceed 
.to  describe  the  pathogenetic  influence,  and  to  indicate  the 

*  '  Mag^n  fur  physioL  und  kliniscli.  Arzneim.  and  Toxikol/    4  vols. 
Xeipzig,  1845 — S4, 
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thers4>eut]c  uses  of  the  drag.  A  list  of  allied  medicines  wilF 
next  be  giren,  with  which  the  drug  under  studj  may  be 
profitably  compared.  Lastly,  I  shall  touch  upon  the  question 
of  dose^  bat  only  so  fax  as  to  state  whether  the  lower  or  higher 
dilutions  seem  to  have  been  most  efficacious  in  the  treatment 
of  disease.  The  question  of  the  relative  superiority  of  these 
is  a  moot  one  among  us,  and  I  have  no  pretensions,  nor  is  this 
the  occasion,  to  pronounce  upon  it.  But  it  is  a  matter  of 
fact  that  certain  remedies  belong  almost  exclusively  to  the 
partLsans  of  infinitesimals,  while  others  are  in  chief  favour 
among  those  who  prefer  appreciable  fractions  of  the  drug. 
Such  facts  I  shall  state  for  what  they  are  worth.  They, 
together  with  the  individual  items  of  experience  on  record, 
are  the  dtUa  from  which  all  future  generalisations  must 
be  drawn ;  and  in  the  meantime  they  are  hints  for  practical 
use. 

Heri^,  as  elsewhere,  you  will  desire  to  know  whether 
homoeopathic  literature  possesses  any  books  which  you  may 
profitably  study  in  connection  with  the  present  course  of 
instruction.  There  are  two  well  known  among  us,  the 
TraitL  mcihocUque  et  pratique  de  matiere  medicale  et  de  thera' 
peutique  of  M.  Espanet  of  Paris  (1861),  and  the  New  and 
Comprehensive  System  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics  of 
our  indefatigable  American  colleague,  Dr.  Hempel  (2nd  ed., 
1865) .  The  former  is  brilliant,  but  its  pathogenetic  statements 
have  rather  too  much  assumption  about  them.  The  latter  con- 
tains much  information ;  and,  with  pruning  of  many  redundan- 
cies, and  supplying  of  more  deficiencies,*  would  be  a  valuable 
treatise.  A  smaller  and  humbler  work,  yet  one  in  which 
I  cannot  but  feel  an  interest,  since  it  is  my  own,  is  the 
Manual  of  Pharmacodynamics.  It  was  first  published  in- 
1867 ;  and  a  second  edition  appeared  in  1870,  incorporating 
the  additional  matter  of  the  interval.  These  lectures  are 
based  upon  the  materials  I  had  collected  for  the  third.    At 

•  See  review  in  Brit.  Journ.  of  Eom.^  xxiii. 
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the  same  time,  they  will  be  no  mere  augmented  repetition 
of  what  is  already  before  the  world.  I  had  previously  planned 
a  complete  re-writing  of  the  book,  based  upon  the  much  wider 
range  of  study,  especially  of  the  original  sources,  to  which  I 
have  been  recently  led,  and  including  a  re-consideration  of  my 
former  authorities.  Of  course,  if  any  special  point  has  been 
satisfactorily  treated  in  the  previous  editions,  it  would  be 
mere  waste  of  energy  not  to  reproduce  it  here.  But,  with 
these  exceptions,  the  matter  I  shall  have  to  bring  before  you 
will  be  substantially  new. 

And  here,  as  there,  I  must  state  that  what  I  shall  say 
in  no  way  professes  to  be  a  substitute  for  the  Materia  Medica 
itself.  It  is  rather  an  introduction  at  first,  and  then  a  guide 
and  companion  to  it.  The  pathogeneses  of  the  medicines, 
given  in  detail  therein,  I  shall  present  in  the  way  of  descrip- 
tive outline,  of  analysis,  or  (wherever  possible)  of  physiological 
expression.  But  the  Materia  Medica  itself  is  the  mine  where 
the  treasure,  however  rough  its  form,  really  lies.  To  indicate 
the  vein  where  each  mineral  may  be  worked,  to  estimate  the 
value  of  its  yield,  to  exhibit  such  of  its  products  as  have  been 
obtained  and  smelted,  and  especially  such  as  have  been 
applied  to  use — this  will  be  my  task.  If  there  are  any  who 
cannot  or  will  not  work  the  mine  for  themselves,  the  know- 
ledge of  what  I  show  them  out  of  it  will  be  better  than  total 
ignorance.  In  most  of  my  hearers  I  hope  that  the  specimens 
I  exhibit  will  excite  a  thirst  for  research  on  their  own  part, 
rather  than  a  less  worthy  content  with  the  result  of  the  labour 
of  others. 

How  best  to  study  the  Materia  Medica — ».e.,  the  catalogues 
of  pathogenetic  symptoms — ^is  a  question  of  importance.  I 
would  advise  you  to  read  three  excellent  papers  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  first  is  by  Dr.  Constantino  Hering,  in  the  second 
volume  of  the  British  Journal  of  Homceopaihy ;  the  second 
by  Dr.  Carroll  Dunham,  in  his  tractate  entitled  Homoeopathy 
the  Science  of  Therapeutics  (1863)  ;  the  third  by  Dr.  Madden, 
read  before  the  Birmingham  Congress  of  1870,  and  printed 
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in  the  Monthly  Homceopaihic  Review  of  that  year.  The 
methods  they  respectiTelj  advocate  maj  be  described  as  those 
of  simple  oomparison,  of  physiological  analysis^  and  of  patho- 
logical relation.  Dr.  Hering  would  hare  us  learn  to  know 
cor  medicines  as  a  forester  comes  to  know  every  tree  within 
his  range.  Dr.  Dunham  would  impress  each  upon  our  minds 
by  penetrating  to  its  inmost  character.  Dr.  Madden  would 
group  them  around  morbid  conditions,  and  study  their  patho- 
genetic effects  in  reference  thereto,  so  that  ''  the  knowledge 
of  the  entire  action  of  any  medicine  should  be  left  as  the 
ultimate  result  of  a  completed  study  of  pathological  pheno- 
mena." All  these  methods  have  their  value.  The  two  former 
ire  best  suited  to  those  who  are  yet  students,  the  last  to  those 
who  are  already  in  practice.  Perhaps  the  comparative 
method  of  Dr.  Hering  may  go  best  with  these  lectures,  as  I 
shall  be  myself  occupying  Dr.  Dunham's  ground  in  delivering 
them. 

A  few  words  in  conclusion  upon  the  nomenclature  and 
pharmaceutics  I  shall  employ  in  these  lectures,  which  will 
necessarily  be  those  of  Homoeopathy. 

L  If  any  of  you  have  read  much  of  homoeopathic  literature, 
you  must  have  been  surprised  at  our  many  singularities  in 
the  matter  of  nomenclature.  That  the  liquid  now  known  as 
Hydrochloric  acid  we  style  Muriatic  might  be  passed  over  as 
of  little  importance.  But  it  seems  strange  that  we  should 
talk  of  China  and  Chininum  sulphuricum  instead  of  Cinchona 
and  Sulphate  of  Quinine,  and  of  Mercurius  instead  of  Hydrar- 
gyrum. Still  more  strange  is  our  retention  of  the  old  names 
Kali  and  Natrum,  so  long  superseded  in  ordinary  parlance  by 
Potassa  and  Soda.  And  the  apparent  uncouthness  is  crowned 
by  the  phraseology  used  to  designate  the  chemical  salts,  e,  ^., 
Ammonium  carbonicum,  Antimonium  tartaricum,  Argentum 
nitricum,  Calcarea  acetica  and  phosphorica,  Magnesia  muri- 
atica,  and  Natrum  sulphuricum.  Perhaps,  at  a  first  glance, 
all  may  not  recognise  under  these  titles  their  old  acquaintances 
Carbonate  of    ammonia,  Tartar  emetic,  Nitrate  of  silver. 
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Acetate  and  Phosphate  of  lime,  Chloride  of  magnesium,  and 
Sulphate  of  soda. 

The  estplanatian  of  this  singalaritj  is  easy  to  find.  At  th& 
time  when  Homoeopathy  first  arose,  our  present  nomenclature 
prevailed  throughout  Europe.  The  medicines  were  proved,, 
and  took  their  places  in  the  Materia  Medica,  imder  their 
ancient  names.  In  this  form  the  converts  to  the  new  doctrine- 
received  them  :  under  these  titles  they  spoke  and  thought  of 
them.  It  would  have  seemed  little  less  than  sacrilege  to  alter 
the  familiar  names  because  modem  chemistry  had  rechristened 
its  compounds.  Perhaps  if  Oermany,  the  mother-land  of  our 
system,  had  revised  the  nomenclature  of  her  drugs,  other 
coimtries  might  have  followed  in  her  wake.  But  the  German 
Pharmacopoeia,  whether  Allopathic  or  Homoeopathic,  still 
retains  the  ancient  names.  And  so  we  also  have  them  un- 
altered ;  and  even  name  our  newly  proved  medicines — e.g.  Elali 
bichromicum — according  to  their  analogy. 

But  the  explanation  does  not  in  this  case  contain  in  itself 
the  justification  of  the  usage.  If  you  should  feel  disposed  to 
protest  against  the  retention  of  such  obsolete  and  often, 
cacophonous  forms,  I  cannot  but  sympathise  with  you  ;  for  I 
myself  felt  of  much  the  same  mind  in  my  early  days  of 
Homoeopathy,  and  I  retain  my  sentiment  still.  I  have  con- 
tented myself,  however,  -with  things  as  they  are  for  the 
following  reasons : 

1st.  Our  nomenclature  is  of  historical  value  ;  it  tells  of  the 
place  of  our  origin,  of  the  rock  whence  we  were  hewn  and  the 
pit  from  which  we  were  dug.  The  preservation  of  names 
involving  history  is  much  thought  of  elsewhere;  one  must 
attach  some  little  importance  to  it  here. 

2nd.  It  affords  a  bond  of  union  to  homoeopathists  in  all 
parts  of  the  world.  It  is  like  the  Latin  language  to  the 
learned  in  the  middle  ages.  Each  country  is  free  to  revise 
its  pharmacological  nomenclature  independently ;  and,  to  a 
great  extent,  has  done  so.  If  a  Gh^rman  or  French  book  is 
translated  into  English,  many  of  the  names  of  the  drugs  have 
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to  be  explained.     It  is  not  so  in  HonKBopathic  literatare :  we 
•peak  a  language  uniyersallj  intelligible. 

3rd.  It  is  like  the  Latin  tongue,  not  to  the  learned  only,  but 
to  the  Church.  While  the  Boman  Empire  was  one,  the 
public  Offices  were,  as  a  matter  of  course,  recited  in  Latin. 
When  it  fell  to  pieces,  and  separate  nations,  each  with  its  own 
language,  began  to  rise  out  of  the  ruins,  some  may  have 
desired  that  the  Service  books  should  be  rendered  every- 
where into  the  vernacular.  But  such*  a  step  would  have  been 
most  unwise.  The  Church  held  on  to  her  original  and  un- 
alterable tongue,  and  would  not  commit  her  prayers  to  the 
ever  changing  and  endlessly  varying  dialects  of  the  nations 
in  her  communion.  The  wisdom  of  her  course  is  obvious: 
and  the  retention  of  our  ancient  nomenclature  rests  on  the 
same  grounds.  Chemistiy  is  perpetually  and  necessarily 
changing  her  ilames,  and  the  adoption  of  her  suggestions  is 
not  simultaneous  in  all  countries.  So,  while  each  national 
Pharmacopoeia  speaks  a  drug-dialect  of  its  own,  Homoeopathy 
holds  on  to  the  changeless  mother-tongue,  and  her  words  are 
^comprehensible  by  aU  alike. 

You  will  have  anticipated  me  in  suggesting  that  this 
parallel  must  ultimately  tell  the  other  way — that  a  time  did 
come  at  last  when  the  demand  for  vernacular  offices  of 
worship  was  no  longer  unwise,  but  most  just  and  righteous  ; 
and  that  so  it  must  be  here.  I  grant  it  fully.  When  Che- 
mistry has  finally  made  up  her  mind  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
compounds  she  studies,  and  when  the  nomenclature  she  sug- 
gests has  met  with  general  acceptance,  and  has  stood  firm  for 
many  years,  then  it  will  be  our  duty  to  translate  our  present 
language  into  one  imderstanded  of  the  people.  To  do  so 
earlier  would  just  be  to  quit  our  vantage-ground,  and  commit 
ourselves  to  the  waves  of  change  and  confusion. 

That  this  time  has  now  come  has  been  maintained  with 
much  ability  by  Dr.  Hutchinson,  in  a  paper  on  "  Our  Nomen- 
clature,'* in  the  twenty-fourth  volume  of  the  British  Journal 
of  Homcsopaiky.     I  cannot,  however,  assent  to  his  conclu* 
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sions.  When  the  latest  edition  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia 
converts  calomel  and  corrosive  sublimate  into  the  subchloride 
and  perchloride  of  mercury,  after  they  had  so  long  been  known 
as  the  chloride  and  bichloride  respectively,  I  see  no  perma- 
nence yet  in  chemical  nomenclature.  For  practical  purposes, 
I  think  it  better  to  go  on  calling  them  Mercurius  dulcis  and 
Mercurius  corrosivus,  as  we  have  done  from  the  beginning. 

The  principles  of  our  nomenclature  of  the  chemical  salts  are 
veiy  simple.  Instead  of  making  two  substantives  of  the  base 
and  the  acid,  putting  the  former  intx>  the  genitive  and  the 
latter  into  the  nominative  case,  we  throw  the  acid  into  the 
adjectival  form,  with  an  ending  in  "  ic."  Thus,  instead  of 
Magnesisd  carbonas,  we  have  Magnesia  carbonica ;  instead  of 
Antimonii  tartras,  Antimonium  tartaricum.  The  last 
revision  of  her  nomenclature  made  by  Chemistry  is  a  return 
in  this  direction.  "  Mercurous  iodide  "  is  very  similar  to 
"Mercurius  iodatus, "  and  "Baric  carbonate"  to  "Baryta 
carbonica." 

n.  So  much  for  our  nomenclature ;  and  now  a  few  words 
upon  Pharmaceutics.  I  have  no  intention  of  entering  into 
the  minute  details  which  belong  rather  to  the  chemist  than 
to  the  physician.  I  just  want  you  to  know  what  it  is  you  are 
prescribing  when  you  order  this  attenuation  of  a  vegetable  or 
that  of  a  mineral  substance.  We  have  now  an  excellent 
Pharmacopoeia  :*  and  to  this  I  refer  you  for  the  full  informa- 
tion of  which  here  I  give  you  an  outline. 

The  object  of  Homoeopathic  pharmacy  is  so  to  prepare  each 
substance  that  the  whole  of  its  active  virtues  shall  be  present 
in  a  form  suitable  for  administration.  In  the  case  of  vege- 
table substances  this  is  always  done,  when  practicable,  by 
expressing  the  juice  of  the  whole  plant,  and  mixing  it  with 
alcohol  in  which  the  residue  has  been  steeped  for  some  hours. 
When  the  plant  can  only  be  procured  in  the  dry  state,  or 

*  'BritiBh  HomoBopathic  Pharmacopceia/  published  by  the  British 
HomoDopathic  Society.    1870.    2nd  edition,  1875. 
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when  but  little  juice  is  obtainable  bj  pressure,  a  tincture  is 
made  from  it  by  percolation.  The  resulting  tincture  in  each 
case  is  arranged  to  contain  the  medicinal  substance  in  the 
proportion  of  about  one  part  in  ten.  This  is  what  is  dis- 
pensed as  the  "  mother-tincture,"  and  is  ordinarily  represented 
by  the  Greek  ^  or  0.  From  it  are  prepared  the  "  dilutions," 
"potencies,"  or  (as  best  called)  "attenuations."  The  1st  is 
made  by  adding  one  part  of  the  mother-tincture  to  nine  of 
alcohol ;  the  2nd  by  mixing  one  part  of  the  1st  with  nine  of 
alcohol ;  and  so  on  up  to  the  6th.  These  dilutions  are  on 
what  is  called  the  "  decimal  scale ;"  and  the  2nd,  4th,  and  6th 
decimal  obviously  correspond  with  the  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  of  a 
centesimal  scale,  i,  e.  in  which  the  dilutions  are  prepared  in 
the  proportion  of  one  to  ninety -nine.  This  latter  being  the 
method  originally  in  use,  its  nomenclature  is  preferred  when 
practicable.  So  that  throughout  these  letters,  when  an  atten- 
uation is  mentioned,  you  will  understand  that  the  centesimal 
scale  is  intended.  When  I  mean  the  decimal,  I  will  say  so. 
The  usefulness  of  this  latter  scale  is  that  it  gives  us  dilutions 
intermediate  between  ^  and  1,  and  between  1  and  2,  which 
are  written  1*  and  3*  respectively.  After  3  such  intermediate 
stages  are  unnecessary,  and  the  further  dilution  may  always 
be  proceeded  with  upon  the  centesimal  scale. 

The  mineral  substances  used  in  our  practice  are  differently 
prepared  according  as  they  are  soluble  or  not.  In  the  former 
case  the  dilutions  are  made  with  water,  which  is  also  the 
vehicle  of  the  mineral  acids.  The  metals  themselves,  and 
their  insoluble  salts,  are  prepared  by  the  Hahnemannic  pro- 
cess of  irituration.  This  consists  in  rubbing  up  a  grain  of  the 
sabstance  with  nine  grains  of  sugar  of  milk  to  form  the  first 
trituration,  a  grain  of  this  with  nine  grains  more  of  sugar  of 
milk  for  the  2nd,  and  so  on  to  the  6th.  After  the  6th  decimal 
the  further  dilution  is  carried  on  according  to  the  centesimal 
scale,  and  is  commonly  effected  by  solution.  A  grain  of  the 
3rd  trituration  is  dissolved  in  fifty  drops  of  water,  and  to  this 
are  added  fifty  drops  of  alcohol.     A  drop  of  this  fourth  dilu- 
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don  is  mixed  with  ninety -nine  drops  of  alcohol  for  the  fifth 
potency,  and  so  on.  Long  ago,  however,  Dr.  Madden  advised* 
ihat  all  the  potencies  of  insoluble  substances  should  be  pre- 
pared by  trituration;  and  the  recommendation  has  recently 
been  carried  into  effect  with  some  of  them  in  Germany. 

Struck  by  the  remarkable  development  of  medicinal  power 
obtained  by  this  process  of  trituration — even  such  inert  bodies 
as  the  metals  becoming  actively  pathogenetic  and  curative — , 
Hahnemann  was  led  to  employ  it  in  the  preparation  of  several 
•vegetable  substances,  as  Lycopodium  and  Charcoal,  with  the 
result  of  elevating  them  to  a  high  rank  as  medicines.  The 
process  of  trituration  is  also  resorted  to  in  the  case  of  such 
products  as  Coral  and  Sponge,  and  (as  an  alternative  to  a 
tincture  prepared  by  percolation)  of  such  dry  plants  or  por- 
tions of  plants  as  Ipecacuanha  and  Nux  vomica. 

The  globules  or  pilules  used  in  homoeopathic  practice  are 
small  spheres  of  sugar  of  milk,  prepared  by  immersion  for 
some  time  in  the  tincture  of  the  drug  they  are  intended  to 
represent.  The  former  were  introduced  by  Hahnemann  to 
reduce  still  farther  the  quantity  of  the  drug  administered ; 
the  latter  perform  no  such  office,  and  are  employed  simply 
for  convenience.  Both  labour  under  the  objection  of  being 
second-hand  preparations ;  and  we  cannot  desire  to  furnish  an 
additional  element  of  imcertainty  to  a  process  already  so 
perilously  delicate  as  that  of  attenuation.  Tinctures  and 
triturations  are  the  form  in  which  our  drugs  are  most  gene- 
rally used,  and  to  my  mind  are  greatly  preferable.. 

•  British  Journal  of  Homcjeopathy,  v,  872-3. 
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THE  ACIDS. 

We  proceed  now  to  the  consideration  of  the  several  sub* 
itaaces  constituting  the  Homoeopathic  Materia  Medica, 
TanooB  classifications  of  these  have  been  adopted  bj  teachers 
aad  writers,  as  the  order  in  which  they  should  be  discussed. 
I  Tenture  to  think  that  all  these^  whether  based  on  natural 
Instoiy,  on  physiological  action,  or  on  therapeutic  proper- 
ties, assume  more  relation  between  drugs  than  really  exists. 
Li  homoeopathy  we  are  led  to  regard  each  drug  as  an  indi* 
Tidual,  and  it  will  be  more  in  accordance  with  the  genius  of 
Hob  system  to  adopt  an  order  which  assumes  nothing  as  to 
the  action  of  its  constituents.  This  is,  obviously,  the  alphahe" 
Heal. 

Most  homoeopathic  authors,  in  adopting  this  plan,  begin 
with  Aconite,  and  at  once  plimge  therewith  into  the  very 
thickest  of  the  fight.  I  shall  ask  your  previous  attention  to 
the  acids  used  in  our  practice.  In  Hahnemann  and  Jahr 
these  are  named  after  the  substance  which  yields  them,  as 
Nitri  acidum,  Sulphuris  acidum,  and  so  forth;  and  take 
place  in  the  alphabetical  list  accordingly.  I  much  prefer 
grouping  them  all  together ;  and  their  names  will  then  stand 
first  on  our  list.  We  shall  gain  this  advantage  thereby, 
that  several  minor  yet  not  unimportant  medicines  will  have 
oome  under  our  notice,  and  will  have  initiated  us  in  the  study 
of  Materia  Medica  on  Hahnemannian  principles,  ere  we  grapple 
with  one  of  the  most  eminent  of  the  series. 

The  first  medicine  we  shall  consider,  therefore,  is — 
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Tliis  acid,  obtained  by  ''sublimation  from  the  Styrax 
Benzoin,  is  officinal  in  its  crystalline  state.  It  is  dissolved  in 
rectified  spirit  to  form  the  Homoeopathic  tincture. 

Nothing  was  known  of  the  physiological  effects  of  Benzoic 
add  (save  the  alteration  of  the  urine  which  it  causes)  till  it 
was  proved  by  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy. 
The  report  of  these  experiments,  by  Dr.  Jeanes,  is  contained 
in  the  Transactions  of  the  Institute  for  1846,  and  in  Esrey's 
Maieria  Medica  of  American  Provings,  An  "arrange- 
ment "  of  our  knowledge  concerning  the  drug  based  thereupon 
forms  one  of  Hering's  Amerikanische  ATznevprufungen,  and 
may  be  read  in  English  in  Dr.  Shipman's  translation  of 
V.  Grauvogl's  Text-Book  of  Homoeopathy,  It  contains  many 
additional  observations. 

The  pathogenesis  of  Benzoic  acid  does  not  lend  itself 
readily  to  interpretation  or  analytic  statement.  It  is  one  of 
those  which  is  utilised  therapeutically  rather  by  the  a  poste- 
riori  than  by  the  d  priori  method  of  homoeopathising.  The 
account  to  be  given  of  it  is  therefore  the  statement  of  what 
application  has  been  made  of  it  to  practice. 

After  taking  Benzoic  acid  in  quantity,  Hippuric  acid 
appears  in  the  urine.  This  is  merely  a  chemical  charge,  as 
Hippuric  acid  imder  the  influence  of  acids  is  converted  into 
Benzoic  acid  and  gelatine  sugar,  and  the  opposite  transfor- 
mation has  every  opportunity  and  material  for  its  occurrence. 
It  was  supposed,  however,  by  Mr.  Alexander  Ure  that  in  this 
process  the  lithic  acid  of  the  urine  disappeared ;  and  hence  he 
proposed  to  use  Benzoic  acid  in  gouty  subjects  to  prevent 
concretions  and  calculi.  Later  investigations  have  not  con- 
firmed this  observation  as  to  lithic  acid,  nor  Dr.  Qarrod's 
statement  that  under  these  circumstances  the  urea  is  dimi- 
nished. But  Lehmann  has  demonstrated  that  the  Benzoic  is 
one  of  the  few  adds  which  manifestly  increase  the  acidity 
ct  tlie  urine.    It  has  accordingly  been  used,  with  dedded 
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temporary  benefit,  in  cases  of  irritable  bladder  with  alkaline 
urine  and  mnco-pnrolent  or  phospbatic  deposits. 

The  dynamic  properties  of  the  drag  seem  to  centre  at  the 
same  spot.  Dr.  Jeanes  has  found  a  deep  red  (almost  brown) 
eolonr  of  the  urine,  and  a  great  intensification  of  its  natural 
odour,  an  almost  unfailing  characteristic  for  the  drug.  A 
minute  dose  even  will  change  these  features  of  the  secretion, 
and  therewith  ameliorate  the  morbid  conditions  associated 
with  them.  Among  these  he  mentions  especially  syphilitic 
and  gonorrhoea!  affections  occurring  after  suppression  of  the 
primary  symptoms,  but  also  recurring  quinsy  and  nephritic 
colic,  infantile  diarrhoea,  ulcerations  of  the  mouth  and  tongue, 
and  rheumatic  and  gouty  arthritis.  In  all  these.  Benzoic 
add,  prescribed  mainly  because  of  the  presence  of  the 
characteristic  urine,  relieved  greatly  or  cured.  Subsequent 
experience  and  testimonies  are  in  the  same  direction.  In 
the  enuresis  of  children*  and  old  persons  where  this  condi- 
tion is  present ;  in  dysuria  similarly  accompanied  ;t  and  in 
acute  articular  rheumatism  having  the  same  feature,:|:  the 
drug  has  been  foxmd  of  the  utmost  value.  Dr.  Guernsey 
states  that  the  odour  of  the  urine  is  more  characteristic  tlum 
the  colour,  and  that  it  must  be  present  when  the  urine  is 
freshly  voided. 

These  are  the  main  uses  of  Benzoic  acid ;  but  a  few  miscel- 
laneous observations  must  be  added. 

1.  Wood  thinks  that  "  it  is  probably  upon  Benzoic  acid 
that  the  balsams  depend  mainly  for  their  virtues,  and  espe- 
cially for  the  effects  they  produce  by  fumigation."  As 
regards  these  balsams.  Trousseau  and  Pidoux  say  that  they 
affect  the  respiratory  mucous  membrane  as  the  turpentines 
the  urinary.    Pereira  has  repeatedly  tried  the  acid  in  chronic 

•  North  Am,  Jowm,  ofJSom,,  iii,  334.    Marcy  and  Peten,  p.  14. 
^  BrU.  Jomm,  of  JSbm^  xxvi,  489. 

X  Von  Gnavogrs  Text  Book  (EngL  transL),  ii,  127.  It  is  maoh  med 
in  this  diietae  in  the  Leopoldstadfc  Hospital  at  Vienna  {Annalt,  iy,  614). 
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broncliial  affections,  but  lias  more  frequently  seen  it  augment 
than  relieve  tlie  cough.* 

2.  Hering  says  that  '*  the  more  Benzoic  acid  is  used  in 
gout  the  more  it  will  be  prized."  He  aJso  considers  that  the 
direction  of  its  symptoms  from  right  to  left,  and  from  above 
downwards,  indicate  it  as  a  remedy  which  will  bring  diseases 
from  within  outwards ;  and  hence  that  it  is  an  "  antipsoric,'* 
t.  6.  useful  in  chronic  maladies  where  determination  to  the 
skin  is  a  first  step  towards  cure.  This  soimds  fanciful,  but 
Dr.  Hering  is  a  shrewd  observer. 

3.  Dr.  Bayes  states  that  he  has  rapidly  cured  with  it  a  case 
of  tendinous  swelling  at  the  back  of  the  wrist.  I  have  several 
times  seen  such  a  ganglion  much  reduced  in  size  by  the 
external  application  of  the  drug  in  the  proportion  of  five 
grains  to  a  drachm  of  lard. 

4.  Dr.  Einger  recommends  ten  to  twenty  grains  of  the  acid 
in  half  a  pint  of  water  as  a  lotion  to  relieve  the  itching 
of  iirticaria. 

The  chemical  action  of  Benzoic  acid  seems  attainable  with 
about  ten-grain  doses.  Its  homoeopathic  uses  have  been 
carried  on  with  quantities  varying  from  gr.  ^^^th  to  the  3rd 
and  higher  dilutions. 

I  have  next  to  speak  of 

Acidum  carbolicum. 

The  best  preparation  is  probably  a  solution  in  alcohol. 

Some  excellent  provings  of  this  substance  have  been  made 
in  America.  They  are  collected,  with  numerous  other  observa«- 
tions,  pathogenetic  and  clinical,  in  the  fourth  volume  of  the 
Pathogenesies  Nouvelles  which  are  appended  to  the  BtbHo- 
theque  Homoeopathique.   This  article  also  contains  a  "  schema*' 

*  "  Schreiber  took  in  two  days  about  half  an  ounce  of  the  acid,  and  suf- 
fered. . .  an  increase  of  the  pulse-rate  amounting  to  thirty  beats  per  minute, 
with  increased  secretion  and  excretion  of  phlegm"  (H.  C.  Wood). 
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of  the  drug  compiled  by  Dr.  Temple  Hojiie.    There  is  a  good 
account  of  its  physiological  action  in  Dr.  Wood's  treatise. 

It  is  needless  to  speak  here  of  the  action  of  Carbolic  acid  aa 
an  antiseptic  and  as  a  local  anesthetic.  These  are  properties 
of  the  substance  which  medical  men  of  all  schools  can  and  do 
utilize.  Our  present  interest  is  with  its  dynamic  influences 
and  specific  remedial  powers. 

The  most  marked  symptoms  of  poisoning  by  this  acid  are 
those  of  the  nervous  centres,  which  are  congested  and  pros- 
trated by  it,  so  that  coma  and  paralysis  residt.    In  animals 
clonic  convulsions  are  not  imcommon,   which  seem  to  be 
epileptiform  in  seat  and  character.    In  the  provers,  these 
effects  take  the  milder  fonn  of  languor  of  mind  and  body, 
with  headache  and  vertigo  and  sometimes  spinal  pain  and 
tenderness.    The  headache  implies  great  fulness  of  the  cerebral 
vessels,  being  generally  compared  to  a  sensation  as  if  a  tight 
band  were  stretched  around  the  forehead  and  temples.     Some- 
time it  becomes  neuralgic  in  character,  and  is  then  especially 
felt  over  the  right  eye.    We  then  have  marked  effects  upon 
the  stomach.    Vomiting  is  often   produced,  even  when  the 
acid  has  been  absorbed  from  a  wound  ;  and  flatulent  disten- 
sion, causing  frequent  sighing,  is  a  constant  symptom  with 
the  provers.      One  of  these  speaks  of  himself  as  suffering 
throughout  his  experiments  from  a  veritable  acute  dyspepsia, 
though  the  doses  he  took  were  too  small  to  produce  any  local 
caustic  effect.     These  are  the  main  seats  of  its  action  in  the 
provers;    but  experiments  on  animals    give  us  also    fatty 
degeneration  of  the  liver  and  kidneys,  with  epitheliiun  and 
albumen  in  the  urine ;   keratitis  and  conjimctivitis ;  and — 
post-mortem — pseudo-membranous  and  purulent  inflamma- 
tion of  the  bronchial  tubes,  with  disseminated  lobular  pneu- 
monia or  else  congestion  of  the  lungs.    It  is  not  certain  Low 
far  the  human  body  is  susceptible  of  these  actions. 

Of  the  therapeutic  powers  of  Carbolic  acid  we  know  little 
as  yet ;  but,  so  far  as  they  go,  they  correspond  with  its  patho- 
genetic action.    It  is  especially  in  gastric  affections  that  it 
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has  been  found  useful, — in  vomiting  (H.  C.  Wood)  and 
flatulent  distension  (Binger)  in  the  old  school ;  and  in  some 
complicated  dyspepsias  in  homoeopathic  practice.  Migrainey 
moreoTer,  when  the  pain  is  seated  aboye  the  right  eje,  has 
yielded  to  its  use.  Its  physiological  influence  on  the  skin  is 
uncertain,  though  itching  and  vesiculo-pustular  eruptions 
occasionally  appeared  among  the  proyers.  But  it  has  been 
found  very  useful,  not  only  in  such  forms  of  cutaneous  dis- 
order, but  also  (by  my  friend  Dr.  Guerin  Meneville,  of  Paris) 
in  psoriasis.* 

It  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  more  has  yet  to  be  made  of 
this  potent  agent.  What  it  can  do  against  purulent  forma- 
tions and  malignant  febrile  and  inflammatory  conditions  is 
probably  due  to  its  antiseptic  influence,  and  needs  material 
doses  of  the  acid  itself  or  of  the  sulpho-carbolates.  My 
friend  Dr.  Cooper  has  communicated  to  me  an  excellent  cure 
of  hepatic  abscess  and  dysentery  thus  effected.  A  female 
prover  experienced  great  relief  from  a  lumbo-sacral  pain 
which  had  long  troubled  her.  The  head  symptoms,  more- 
over, are  so  strikingly  apoplectic  that  some  use  ought  to  be 
made  of  the  analogy.  It  seems  once  at  least  to  have  cured 
acute  hydrocephalus. 

Carbolic  acid  compares  with  Gelseminum  in  its  action  on  the 
nervous  centres,  with  Carbo  vegetablis  and  (naturally)  Krea- 
sote  in  the  gastric  sphere. 

Its  homoeopathic  cures  have  been  effected  with  the  dilutions 
from  the  first  to  the  third. 

The  next  in  order  is — 

Acidum  fluoricum. 

This  acid — more  strictly  Hydrofluoric — is  not  used  in 
ordinary  practice.  The  primary  dilutions  of  it  for  homoeo- 
pathic use  are,  of  course,  prepared  with  water. 

*  See  his  traxiBlation  of  the  second  edition  of  this  Manual,  p.  82. 
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The  knowledge  of  the  caustic  action  of  Fluoric  acid  is  to 
he  obtained  from  books  on  chemistry.  But  the  homoeo- 
pathic school  possesses  an  exhaustive  proving  of  the  dilute 
add.  It  was  conducted  by  Dr.  Hering,  and  appears  in  Esrej's 
^olketion. 

This  is  another  pathogenesis  of  which  no  general  account 
can  give  an  adequate  idea.  But  the  main  curative  sphere 
of  Fluoric  acid  has  been  ascertained  by  applying  certain  of 
lis  indications  to  practice.  It  may  be  defined  as  consisting 
in  chronic  irritations  of  mucous  membrane,  and  in  morbid 
conditions  of  the  more  lowly  organized  tissues.  Cases  are  on 
record  in  which  the  acid,  in  the  dilutions  from  the  5th  dec. 
npwajrd,  has  proved  curative  of  chronic  diarrhoea,  of  secondary 
syphilis  of  the  throat  and  tongue,*  and  of  osseous  caries.f 
These  are  from  Dr.  Laurie's  pen :  but  in  Hering's  article  we 
read  how  \mder  the  use  of  the  drug  whitlows  have  been 
blighted,  fistiilse — ^lachrymal  and  dental — ^have  closed,  varicose 
veins  have  shrunk  to  half  their  size,  fresh  hair  has  grown  on 
a  bald  head,  and  moist  palms  have  regained  their  healthy 
dryness.  Chronic  nasitis  also  has  been  cured,  and  rectal 
troubles  alleviated.  Other  directions  in  which  it  may  pro- 
fitably be  applied  will  probably  appear. 

The  following  seem  to  be  prominent  among  its  physiological 
effects: 

1.  Disagreeable  and  inimical  mood. 

2.  Sense  in  the  brain  as  if  on  the  verge  of  being  struck  by 
apoplexy.  (After  smelling  the  strong  acid.  The  first  effect 
was  to  irritate  the  throat :  then  an  influence  seemed  to  pass  to 
the  brain.) 

3.  Dull,  heavy  headache. 

4.  Retinal  excitement,  with  red  photopsia. 

5.  Urine  of  strong  odour  (once  with  purple  sediment). 

6.  Great  excitement  of  the  sexual  instinct  in  men,  and,  in  a 
woman,  premature  appearance  of  the  catamenia. 

*  Brit.  Jaum,  of  Horn,,  xxiv,  154. 

t  Laurie, '  Elements  of  Homoeopathic  Practice  of  Physic/  609. 
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7.  Pains  in  the  bones  generallj. 

8.  Numbness  and  lameness  of  the  hands. 

9.  Itching  and  redness  of  old  cicatrices  of  the  skin. 

10.  Perspiration,  glutinous  or  sour. 

M.  Maumenc  has  lately  been  led  from  his  observations  anc^ 
experiments  to  believe  that  the  cause  of  goitre  is  the  presence 
of  fluorides  in  drinking  water.  He  asserts  that  they  are 
peculiarly  abundant  in  the  water  of  goitrous  districts.  In* 
corroboration  of  his  views  he  cites  an  experiment  in  which  & 
true  and  permanent'  bronchocele  was  established  in  a  dog  by 
a  five  months'  course  of  Fluoride  of  potassium.*  This  is  a 
hint  not  to  be  neglected. 

I  have  already  mentioned  the  doses  in  which  this  acid 
has  been  given  in  homoeopathic  practice.  It  is  a  close 
analogue  of  Silicea,  of  which  we  shall  have  hereafter  to 
speak. 

I  have  now  a  more  familiar  drug  to  introduce  to' you, 

Acidum  hydrocyanicum. 

"  Equal  measures  of  the  officinal  acid "  which  contains  2 
per  cent,  of  anhydrous  prussic  acid  "  and  rectified  spirit  will 
make  the  first  centesimal  dilution:"  so  writes  the  British 
Homoeopathic  Pharmacopoeia. 

Hydrocyanic  acid  has  not  been  proved  in  the  school  of 
Hahnemann.  But  an  excellent  proving  of  it  has  been 
furnished  by  Professor  Jorg,  in  which  it  was  tested  on 
twenty-seven  persons.  Some  of  the  numerous  cases  of 
poisoning  by  this  agent  have  been  collated,  and  their  physio- 
logical and  therapeutical  significance  analysed,  in  a  paper 
on  the  acid  by  Dr.  Madden  and  myself  in  the  twentieth 
volume  of  the  BrUish  Journal  of  Homceopathy,  to  which 
reference  may  be  made  for  more  details  than  can  find  place 
here. 

•  Med.  Timet  and  Oaz,,  May  5th,  1866. 
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This  potent  poison,  reputed  in  many  disorders  since  its 
disooreiy  in  1782,  appears  in  Singer's  Handbook  as  ''some- 
times relieving  pain  and  vomiting  in  chronic  gastric  diseases  ; 
and  that  is  alL"  Li  homoeopathic  practice  it  is  very  rarely 
menticmed.  I  venture  to  think  that  this  is  undeserved 
neglect;  and  that  we  have  in  Hydrocyanic  acid,  given 
according  to  the  law  of  similars,  a  very  useful  medicine. 

It  should  be  so,  indeed,  according  to  its  physiological  action, 
which  pictures  several  severe  diseases. 

1.  The  first  of  these  is  epilepsy.    There  is  a  large  consensus 
of  authority  as  to  the  essential  similarity  between  the  pheno- 
mena of  poisoning  with  this  acid  and  the  epileptic  paroxysm. 
Pereira,  Christison,  and  Taylor  all  affirm  it,  and  it  need  not 
be  argued  afresh  here.    The  first  case  of  poisoning  we  have 
€xied  in  our  paper  was  taken  by  the  medical  attendant  for  an 
€|»leptic  fit ;  and  there  is  nothing  surprising  in  the  mistake. 
The  sudden  falling  and  loss  of  consciousness,  the  subsequent 
laryngismus,  empurpled  face,  foam  at  the  mouth,  and  convul- 
fions  together  form  a  perfect  picture  of  the  attack  of  this 
disease.     Excitation  of  the  cervical  sympathetic,  which  is  now 
regarded  as  (through  the  contraction  of  the  cerebral  arteries 
it  produces)  the  proximate  cause  of  epilepsy,  was  imdoubtedly 
present  in  this  case,  as  indicated  by  the  dilated  pupils,  with 
prominent^  glistening  eyeballs.    Pereira's  statement  seems  to 
be  correct,  that  "whatever  be  the  precise  pathological  con- 
dition of  the  brain  in  poisoning  by  this  drug,  it  is  probably 
identical  with  that  which  occurs  during  an  epileptic  paroxysm, 
and  with  that  produced  by  loss  of  blood."    The  sensations 
in  the  head  described  by  provers  are  in  entire  harmony 
with  this  view,  and  forcibly  suggest  the  epileptic  vertigo. 

The  inference  from  these  facts  drawn  by  Dr.  Madden  and 
myself  was  that  Hydrocyanic  acid  ought  to  find  a  very 
prominent  place  among  anti-epileptic  remedies ;  and  our  early 
practical  results  were  very  encouraging.     But  Dr.  Russell* 

•  Clinical  Lectures,  p.  262. 
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has  noted  the  weak  point  in  this  medicine  when  he  points  out 
the  evanescent  character  of  its  action.  It  is  only  in  recent 
epilepsies  that  we  found  permanent  results  from  it.  Indeed, 
in  chronic  cases  there  are  generally  changes  in  the  neryous 
centre  which  go  beyond  the  range  of  the  purely  functional 
action  of  Hydrocyanic  acid,  and  require  remedies  of  prof  ounder 
working.  Nevertheless,  as  there  are  cases  of  long  standing 
on  record — Frank  (I.  320)  cites  four — in  which  the  acid 
proved  curative,  it  must  not  be  dropped  out  of  sight  imtil 
we  can  define  its  place. 

2.  Secondly,  Hydrocyanic  acid  causes  undoubted  tetanus. 
There  is  not,  as  with  Strychnia,  evidence  of  increased  reflex 
excitability ;  but,  as  with  Aconite  and  Cicuta,  persistent  tonic 
spasm.  This  it  produces  by  direct  action  upon  the  spinal  cord ; 
for,  when  the  cord  was  divided  (by  Wedemeyer)  between  the 
last  dorsal  and  the  first  lumbar  vertebrsB,  and  Prussic  acid 
Introduced  into  one  of  the  hind  legs,  these,  as  well  as  the  fore- 
legs, were  immediately  convulsed. 

We  have  thus  in  our  medicine  another  anti-tetanic.  The 
only  instance  of  its  use  of  which  I  am  aware  is  a  case  of  the 
traumatic  form  of  the  disease  successfully  treated  by  Dr. 
George  Moore  with  drop-doses  of  Scheele's  acid.*  The  cxirative 
action  here  seems  undoubted. 

3.  The  tonic  spasm  excited  by  Hydrocyanic  acid  is  nowhere 
more  marked  than  in  the  organs  of  respiration.  This  also 
is  the  general  testimony  of  toxicologists.  "  Spasmodic 
respiration"  is  noted  by  all  observers  of  acute  poisoning; 
and  Wood  mentions  among  the  chronic  effects  of  the  vapour 
"  difficult  respiration,  constriction  of  throat,  feelings  of  suffo- 
cation." "  The  only  marked  post-mortem  phenomenon  "  he 
writes  "  is  a  universal  venous  congestion,  proving  that  the 
circulation  had  been  arrested  in  the  lungs." 

Now  it  is  in  spasmodic  disorders  of  the  respiratory  organs 
that,  next  to  gastric  affections,  Hydrocyanic  acid  has  ob- 

*  Brit,  Joum.  of  Som^  xxiv,  506. 
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tained  its  chief  reputation.  In  whooping-cough  Dr.  West 
nys  that  "  it  sometimes  exerts  an  ahnost  magical  influence, 
jjimmiRhiTig  the  frequency  and  severity  of  the  paroxysms 
ihnost  immediately."  In  recent  and  uncomplicated  asthma 
I  have  a  high  opinion  of  it;  it  is  to  this  disease  as  to 
epilepsy.  Dr.  Bussell,  in  his  work  on  Epidemic  Cholera^ 
relates  a  case  in  which  it  gave  great  and  speedy  relief  to  an 
intense  spasmodic  oppression  of  the  chest,  which  came  on  in 
a  cholera  patient. 

4.  Any  poison  which  through  the  nervous  centres  can 
affect  the  respiration  is  capable  through  the  same  channels 
(pneumogastric  and  others)  of  disturbing  the  action  of  the 
heart.  Hence  the  palpitations,  precordial  pain  and  anxiety, 
diminished  pulse,  and  tendency  to  syncope,  noted  aHke  in 
poisonings  and  provings  by  this  acid. 

The  value  of  Prussic  acid  in  cardiac  afEections  is  fairly 
stated  in  this  sentence  of  Dr.  Wood's.  ''  In  palpitation  and 
other  irregularities  in  the  function  of  the  organ,  of  no  very 
energetic  character,  whether  purely  nervous  or  associated 
with  organic  disease,  I  know  no  medicine  better  calculated  to 
alleviate  the  disturbance  of  the  function,  and  afford  ease  and 
comfort  to  the  patient."  Dr.  Chapman  suggested  its  use  in 
angina  pectoris,  which  is  indeed  of  a  piece  with  the  gastro- 
dynia  and  enterodynia  in  which  it  has  proved  so  useful. 
lliere  are  testimonies  extant  to  its  efficacy.* 

5.  It  is  not  so  easy  to  account  for  the  virtue  of  Hydro- 
cyanic acid  in  affections  of  the  stomach.  Some  of  these — 
as  its  power  to  allay  the  pain  and  vomiting  of  chronic  gastric 
disease — may  be  due  to  its  local  benumbing  effect.  It  does 
not  cause  vomiting  pathogenctically.  But  the  brilliant  and 
permanent  cures  of  gastrodynia  and  enterodynia  recorded  by 
Pereira,  EUiotson,  and  Granville  point  beyond  this.  They 
are  of  a  specific  character,  and,  as  with  ^whooping-cough,  the 
beneficial  effects  are  sometimes  astonishing,  while  sometimes 

*  Marcy  and  Peters,  p.  35. 
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there  is  utter  failure.  Whether  in  the  instances  of  success 
the  pains  are  from  spasm,  and  therefore  the  acid  homoeo- 
pathic ;  while  in  those  of  disappointment  thej  are  neuralgic, 
I  cannot  say.  If  it  were  so,  I  should  apply  the  same  principle 
to  the  treatment  of  angina  pectoris. 

There  is  good  evidence  of  the  action  of  Hydrocyanic  acid 
on  the  solar  plexus.  Sir  B.  Brodie  applied  one  drop  of  the 
essential  oil  of  bitter  almonds  to  his  tongue.  He  imme- 
diately felt  a  remarkable  and  unpleasant  sensation  at  the 
epigastrium,  with  such  weakness  in  the  limbs  and  loss  of 
power  in  the  muscles,  that  he  thought  he  should  have  fallen. 
I  have  frequently  removed  by  it  the  distressing  feeling 
known  as  '^  sinking  at  the  stomach,"  when  this  has  been 
unconnected  with  the  climacteric  age. 

The  outline  of  the  sphere  of  Hydrocyanic  acid  is  now  very 
clearly  before  us.  It  affects  the  whole  cranio-splnal  axis 
and  associated  sympathetic  ganglia,  setting  up  that  disturb- 
ance which  induces  tonic  spasm  in  the  muscles.  Hence  the 
phenomena  of  head,  heart,  lungs,  stomach,  and  trunk  in 
general ;  and  hence  its  therapeutic  value  in  similar  idiopathic 
conditions.  It  will  be  a  profitable  task  if  any  one  will  under- 
take from  study  of  the  provings  and  from  clinical  observation 
to  fill  in  this  outline,  and  define  for  us  the  precise  place  of  the 
medicine  in  specific  therapeutics. 

For  its  action  on  the  spinal  cord  Hydrocyanic  acid  may  be 
compared  with  Aconite  and  Strychnia.  As  an  epilcptifacient, 
its  only  analogues  are  the  UmbellifersB — Cicuta  virosa  and 
CEnantho  crocata. 

I  have  generally  used  Hydrocyanic  acid  in  the  dilutions 
from  the  third  to  the  sixth  decimal.  The  experience  of  the 
•ordinary  practice  would  seem  to  show  that  in  whooping-cough 
and  gastrodynia  the  first  attenuation  may  be  used  with 
advantage. 

As  the  salts  of  Hydrocyanic  acid  and  the  plants  containing 
it  owe  their  active  properties  to  its  presence,  it  will  be  well 
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to  consider  here  any  that  demand  our  notice.  I  shall  speak 
onlj  of  the  Cyanide  of  Potassium  among  the  former,  and  of 
the  Cheny-laurel  among  the  latter :  others  are  probably  con- 
formable to  these  types. 

BmU  eyanidum, — A&  a  poison  this  salt  seems  identical  with 
Hydrocyanic  add.  It  has  been  proved,  in  the  first  and  third 
attenuations,  by  two  members  of  the  Massachusetts  Homoeo- 
pathic Society  (1861 — ^2) :  the  record  of  their  experiments 
may  be  read  in  the  twenty-second  volume  of  the  British 
Jowmal  of  HonuBopathy  (p.  496).  It  presents  little  that  is 
noteworthy.  My  only  reason  for  mentioning  the  drug  is  that 
in  the  hands  of  the  late  Dr.  Petroz  it  effected  a  remarkable 
cure  of  disease  of  the  tongue,  which  may  be  cited  here : — 

"  IxL  1829  a  woman  living  in  the  Bue  St.  Nicolas,  whose 
family  was  known  to  me,  came  to  ask  my  advice  about  a  dis- 
ease of  the  tongue,  for  which  she  had  been  imder  the  care  of 
Dr.  L'Herminier.  The  organ  was  profoundly  altered  by  an 
ulcer,  which  appeared  to  me  cancerous,  and  which  occupied 
its  right  side;  the  edges,  especially  posteriorly,  were  indu- 
rated, raised  and  knotty  ;  speech  was  difficult,  indistinct,  and 
accom{)anied  with  much  pain.  The  patient  could  only  take 
liquid  nourishment.  Distrusting  my  own  diagnosis,  I  sent 
her  to  Professor  Marjolin.  She  brought  me  back  the  follow- 
ing judgment:  *  Cancerous  ulcer;  no  chance  of  cure  but 
from  operation;  and  this  impossible,  for  the  base  of  the 
tongue  is  involved.' 

"  In  the  presence  of  so  grave  a  disease,  I  turned  my  thoughts 
to  diminish  her  sufferings.  I  prescribed  the  -x^^jth  of  a  grain 
of  Hydrocyanate  of  Potassa,  to  be  repeated  every  fourth  day. 
After  fifteen  days  I  again  saw  the  patient.  She  suffered  less  ; 
the  tongue  appeared  to  me  not  so  thick,  the  edges  less  hard, 
the  speech  easier.  The  medicine  was  continued  in  the  same 
way.  Fifteen  days  later  the  patient,  whose  countenance  had 
lost  its  grey  hue  and  drawn  features,  said  to  me  with  joy, 
*  I  begin  to  be  able  to  eat  a  crumb  of  bread.'  The  Hydro- 
cyanate was  continued  for  a  month  longer,  when  the  cure  was 

8 


34 


ACIDUM   HYDEOCYANIOUM. 


complete.  It  is  now  eighteen  years  ago  and  there  has  been 
no  relapse."* 

Laurocerasua. — The  Cherry-laurel  has  found  a  place  of  its 
own  in  homoeopathic  medicine,  from  having  been  proved  in  an 
elaborate  manner  by  Professor  J5rg  and  his  pupils,  and  sub- 
sequently by  Drs.  Hartlaub  and  Trinks.  The  article  on  the 
drug  in  the  first  volume  of  the  latter's  ArzneimiUeUehre 
contains  Jorg's  symptoms  and  their  own,  with  many  obser- 
vations of  poisoning  and  overdosing.  A  tincture  is  prepared 
for  homoeopathic  practice;  but  the  distilled  water  (Aqua 
laurocerasi)  is  generally  the  favourite  preparation. 

I  am  myself  unable  to  see  in  either  the  pathogenetic  or 
the  curative  effects  of  Laurocerasus  anything  specifically 
distinct  from  those  of  Hydrocyanic  acid.  It  has,  moreover, 
the  disadvantage  of  very  imcertain  strength.  Nevertheless, 
Dr.  PhilHps  seems  to  have  used  it  with  good  effect  in  the 
gastric,  cardiac,  and  respiratory  affections  for  which  the  acid 
itself  is  recommended.  _  His  doses  are  from  5  to  30  minims 
of  the  distilled  water. 

*  '  Etudes  de  Ih^rapcutiqae/  &c.    £d.  Cretin. 


LECTURE  III. 
THE  ACIDS  {continiied) . 

^E  shall  speak  to-daj  of  the  mineral  acids — the  Muriatic, 
2!^tric,  Phosphoric,  and  Sulphuric — ^with  one  of  vegetable 
ori^n,  the  Oxalic.    And  first  of 

Acidum  muriaticum. 

This  is  of  course  the  acid  now  called  Hydrochloric.  The 
attenuations  are  necessarily  aqueous, — 10  minims  of  the  acid  of 
the  British  Pharmacopceia  with  21  minims  of  distilled  water 
making  the  1'  dilution. 

Nothing  is  known  in  extra-homoeopathic  literature  of  the 
physiological  action  (save  the  local  poisonous  effects)  of  Muria- 
tic acid.  Hahnemann's  proving  of  it  first  appears  in  the 
fifth  volume  of  the  Beine  ArzneimiUellehre,  It  contains  61 
symptoms  of  his  own,  196  from  six  fellow  observers,  and  22 
from  authors.  A  later  pathogenesis  in  the  fourth  volume  of 
the  Chronic  Diseases  adds  295  symptoms  more,  contributed 
by  Hahnemann  himself  and  two  others  (BummeV  and  Ken- 
ning). 

I  have  already  explained  why  I  can  make  no  use  of  these 
latter  provings.  Moreover,  since  the  attenuations  of  the  acid 
are  directed  to  be  made  with  diluted  alcohol  for  the  first,  and 
undiluted  subsequently  —  a  process  which  would  go  far  to 
change  it  into  ether — even  the  symptoms  of  Hahnemann  and 
his  fellow  provers  in  the  Materia  Medica  Pura  are  somewhat 
▼itiated  as  indications  for  the  use  of  true  Muriatic  acid. 
Again,  the  twenty -two  symptoms  (made  into  twenty -four  in 
the  Chronic  Diseases)  from  authors  are  strangely  irrelevant 
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for  their  purpose  and  inoongruous  with  their  surroundings- 
Hahnemann  himself  tells  us  of  some  as  the  effect  of ''  Aqua 
oxjmuriatica,"  i.e.  solution  of  Chlorine  (Schmidtm'uUerf  Craw- 
fordy  Sachse,  Humboldt),  of  others  as  the  troubles  of  workmen 
in  salt-mines  {Bamazzini) ;  while  sneezing  and  cough  withi 
haemoptysis  are  the  local  effects  of  inhaling  the  acid  in  gaseous 
form  (TheineTy  &c.). 

Happily,  our  clinical  experience  is  sufficient  to  define  pretty 
closely  its  sphere  of  action.  This  may  be  said  to  be  a  low 
febrile  condition  of  the  blood,  with  ulceration  of  mucous  m£m^ 
branes  and  eczema  of  neighbouring  cutaneous  surfa^ces.  Its  use 
.in  low  fever  is  common  to  both  schools  of  medicine.  Of  old^ 
its  action  in  these  cases  was  ascribed  to  a  power  of  modifying 
a  supposed  putrescence  of  the  fluids  ;  and  the  medicine  was 
given  also  in  malignant  scarlatina  and  putrid  sore  throat. 
Now-a-days  its  use  seems  pretty  well  confined  to  true  "  fever,'* 
and  it  is  considered  to  act  by  neutralizing  superabundant 
alkali  (Richardson)  or  by  supplying  deficient  acid  (Chambers). 
I  am  disposed  to  believe  that  its  (undoubted)  action  in  this 
malady  is,  after  all,  dynamic :  for  it  is  certain  that  Muriatic 
acid,  in  doses  too  small  to  exert  any  chemical  action,  has  a 
very  high  reputation  in  homoeopathic  practice  as  a  remedy 
for  low  fever.  Dr.  Trinks*  warmly  commends  it  (in  the  first 
dilution)  in  the  type  known  as  "  nervosa  versatilis,"  where  it 
does  great  things  in  calming  and  cooling.  Teste  also  extols 
it  later  on,  to  modify  the  intestinal  ulceration,  over  which  he 
thinks  it  has  as  much  power  as  when  the  same  morbid  con- 
dition exists  in  the  mouth  or  throat.  He  says  that  "the 
almost  constant  and  frequently  immediate  effect  of  this  drug  is 
to  modify  the  character  of  the  intestinal  secretions,  and  to 
take  away  their  foul  smell ;  and,  after  this  result  is  accom- 
plished, almost  all  the  other  symptoms  improve,  and  the 
course  of  the  malady  is  considerably  shortened."  With 
this  coincides,   from  another  point  of  view,  the  testimony 

*  Srii,  Joum.  of  Hom,t  xxix,  293. 
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of  Dr.  C^i^  Johnson.*  He  thinks  that  the  diarrhoea  of 
typhoid  may  well  be  increased  by  the  mineral  acids  (usnallj 
the  hydrochloric)  commonly  given ;  and  ascribes  its  diminution 
at  King's  College  Hospital  to  their  discontinuance. 

Bihr,  Guernsey,  Bayes,  and  Espanet  concur  in  commending 
Muriatie  acid  in  typhoid ;  and  add  to  the  above  as  indications 
for  it,  slipping  down  to  the  foot  of  the  bed,  tendency  to  invo- 
luntary evacuations,  utter  aversion  to  food,  and  copious 
urination,  with  putrescent  phenomena. 

A  similar  condition  of  blood  and  mucous  membrane  exists 
in  malignant  scarlatina  and  perhaps  in  diphtheria.  In  the 
former  disease  Muriatic  acid  is  of  great  value  for  the  affec- 
tions of  the  nose. and  ears,  especially  when  they  occur  as 
iequekB ;  and  it  vies  with  Mercury  in  the  ulcerations  of  mouth 
and  throat.  About  its  action  in  true  diphtheria  I  cannot 
speak  with  any  confidence,  though  I  think  (and  herein  Dr. 
Kidd  confirms  met)  that  it  has  some  efficacy  when  symptoms 
of  blood-poisoning  are  prominent.  The  following  case  by  the 
late  Dr.  Bussell  wiU  show  what  it  can  sometimes  do  here ; 
and  we  should  not  forget  the  value  set  upon  it  by  Bretonneau 
as  a  local  application. 

**  The  case  was  that  of  a  lady  about  sixty  years  of  age,  who 
had  been  ill  for  two  days.  He  found  the  pulse  very  small 
and  quick,  as  high  as  130.  There  was  great  prostration; 
the  expression  of  the  countenance  almost  like  that  of  cholera, 
from  the  sunken,  exhausted  look — ^very  remarkable,  consider- 
ing the  shortness  of  the  illness,  and  indicating  the  action 
of  some  poison.  There  was  great  fcetpr  of  the  breath,  and 
on  ^irftjwmiwg  the  fauces  the  whole  surface  was  of  a  dark 
red,  approaching  violet  hue,  and  spotted  over  with  white 
iae»bnuions  deposit.  He  gave  a  drop  of  the  1st  dilution  of 
Muriatic  acid  every  hour,  and  next  day  found  great  improve- 
ment. From  the  first  dose  the  patient  was  sensible  of  benefit, 
which  continued  till  she  got  well.     The  disease  had  been 

•  PraetUioner,  Jan.,  1876. 

f  Brii,  Journ.  of  Horn,,  xxviii,  742. 
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increasing  up  to  the  time  of  the  administration  of  the  medi* 
(dne,  and  from  that  time  declined."  * 

Muriatic  acid  also  plays  an  important  part  in  ulcerations  of 
the  mouth  and  throat  independent  of  these  acute  diseases, 
though  probably  connected  with  similar  constitutional  con- 
ditions, as  indicated  by  the  "low"  character  of  the  local 
mischief.  Mercurial  sores  and  aphthse  often  come  under  this 
category.  It  seems  to  have  a  special  affinity  for  the  tongue. 
To  this  attention  has  been  recently  called  by  Dr.  Eobert 
Cooper.f  The  symptoms  of  Letocha  in  Hahnemann's  patho- 
genesis, which  he  cites,  are  not  to  be  found  at  the  place 
referred  to ;  and,  imtil  verified,  can  hardly  be  relied  on  as 
dynamic  effects  of  the  acid.  But  his  cases  of  cure  are  quite 
valid ;  and,  embracing  as  they  do  induration,  fungous  swelling, 
ulceration,  and  (supposed)  incipient  cancer,  encourage  us  to 
confident  use  of  the  acid  in  affections  of  this  organ.  I  have 
myself  employed  it  in  recurring  ulcers  of  the  tongue  with  the 
best  effect. 

Several  other  uses  of  the  drug,  but  all  falling  within  the 
general  description  I  have  given,  are  mentioned  by  Dr.  Marcy 
in  the  New  Materia  Medica,  His,  too,  are  the  fullest 
statements  of  its  usefulness  in  cutaneous  affections,  where 
itching  papules  or  vesicles  seem  to  indicate  it  both  internally 
and  externally.  Its  employment  in  dyspepsia,  so  well  defined 
by  Dr.  Binger,  seems  beyond  the  sphere  of  its  specific  opera- 
tion. It  acts  here  either  by  locally  checking  excess  of  forma- 
tion of  gastric  juice,  or  by  supplying  deficient  acid  to  the^ 
digestive  process. 

Nitric  acid  is  the  only  medicine  with  which,  as  it  seems  to- 
me, Muriatic  acid  can  be  advantageously  compared ;  though 
it  has  some  points  of  contact  with  Bajptieia,  Ammonium^ 
ea/rbonicumy  and  perhaps  Ehus. 

There  seems  no  advantage  in  raising  Muriatic  acid  above- 

«  Annals,  i,  231. 

t  United  States  Med,  and  Bwrg,  Journal,  iz,  268. 
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the  3rd  attenuation ;  and  the  let  and  2nd  decimal  are  those 
most  oommonlj  used. 

I  am  coming  now  upon  one  of  the  most  important  members 
of  oar  group — 

Acidum  nitricuin. 

Ten  minimfl  of  the  acid  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  with 
nxiy  minims  of  water  make  our  1'  attenuation,  which  is  thus 
of  about  the  same  strength  as  the  ordinary  dilute  acid.  The 
subsequent  attenuations  must,  of  course,  be  aqueous. 

Our  onl J  pathogenesis  of  Nitric  acid  was  first  published  in 
the  second  edition  of  the  Chronic  Diseases.  It  contains 
1426  Bjmptoms,  of  which  about  130  were  supplied  bj  fellow 
prorers,  and  30  taken  from  authors,  the  remaining  1260  being 
Hahnemann's  own. 

The  reasons  I  haye  alleged  for  ignoring  the  pathogeneses  of 
the  Chronic  Diseases  press  with  double  force  in  the  case  of 
Nitric  acid.  Hahnemann's  age  and  practice  at  the  time 
make  it  certain  that  his  symptoms — six  sevenths  of  the 
whole— were  observed  on  patients  ;  and  his  globides  of  the 
30th  have  but  a  doubtful  relation  to  Nitric  acid,  as  alcohol  was 
used  to  make  the  dilutions  from  the  2nd  upwards.  His  cited 
symptoms,  moreover,  are  rarely  pure ;  being  too  often  observed 
upon  syphilitic  subjects.  We  thus  know  very  little  about 
the  pathogenetic  effects  of  the  drug  beyond  those  of  its  local 
corroBive  action.  That  it  causes  salivation,  sometimes  with 
the  affection  of  the  gums,  but  always  without  the  fostor 
of  Mercury,  and  that  it  is  moderately  diuretic,  are  the  only 
statements  I  think  we  are  warranted  in  making  on  this  score. 
Clinical  experience  with  it,  however,  is  large  and  definite,  and 
enaUes  its  sphere  to  be  assigned  with  much  precision. 

1.  I  would  first  speak  of  its  action  on  the  mucO'CtUaneous 
omUelt, — ^ihose  ports  where  mucous  membrane  is  exposed  to 
the  external  air,  and  where  skin  is  so  shielded  and  moistened 
that  it  approximates  in  character  to  mucous  membrane.    Its 
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piyalism  and  gingivitis  suggest  its  Mercury-like  affinity  for 
the  mouth,  which  is  very  strong ;  it  antidotes  its  analogue 
here,  and  cures  ulceration  of  the  buccal  mucous  membrane. 
The  .same  thing  may  be  said  of  it  as  regards  the  throat. 
Then,  leaping  over  the  intermediate  digestive  tract,  it  exhibits 
a  singular  power  over  the  rectum  and  anus ;  it  has  cured  pro- 
lapsus, fistula,  and  even  fissure.  In  the  respiratory  tract  it 
controls  the  ocular,  nasal,  and  laryngeal  mucous  membranes. 
Dr.  Goullon,  in  his  treatise  on  Scrofula,  assigns  it  a  high 
place  in  the  treatment  of  obstinate  stmmous  ophthalmia,  and 
considers  it  useful  in  superficial  ulcers  of  the  conjunctiva 
eomesB,  and  indispensable  in  ophthalmia  neonatorum.  It  has 
been  commended  for  the  affection  of  the  nose  which  obtains  in 
malignant  scarlatina,  for  ozaena,  and  for  laryngeal  phthisis. 
Acting  on  the  genito-uiinary  membrane,  it  is  a  valuable  remedy 
(according  to  Dr.  Marcy)  for  chronic  vaginal  leucorrhoea  in 
cachectic  subjects ;  and  has  cured  a  chronic  itching  of  the 
urethra  left  behind  after  gonorrhoea.* 

Dr.  Hempel  truly  says  that  "Nitric  acid  is  principally 
adapted  to  disease  depending  upon  the  presence  of  some 
virulent  miasm,  especially  the  scrofulous,  syphilitic,  and  mer- 
xniriaJ."  But  it  is  chiefly  when  these  muco-cutancous  outlets 
iure  the  seat  of  the  mischief  that  it  proves  an  antidote ;  it 
hardly  penetrates  deeper.  As  regards  syphilis,  it  takes  the 
place  of  Mercury  in  soft  chancres  occurring  in  weakly  or  scro- 
fulous subjects,  and  often  supplements  it  in  secondary  ulcera- 
tions of  the  mucous  membranes  ( Jahr  extols  it  also  for  inflamed 
bubo).  It  becomes  the  prime  remedy  when  even  a  hard 
chancre  begins  to  sprout  into  vegetations,  and  for  the  "  mucous 
patches  "  which  occur  at  this  stage  of  the  malady,  and  which 
^ways  haunt  its  ^vourite  seats  of  action.  We  are  thus  led 
to  that  curious  offset  or  ally  of  syphilis  which  Hahnemann 
distinguished  as  "sycosis,"  whose  local  manifestations  are 
condylomata.    Whether  he  was  right  or  not  (he  is  not  alone 

•  New  Mai.  Med.,  p.  64. 
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in  it)  in  thinking  this  a  separate  disease,  at  least  we  do  well 
in  following  him  as  to  its  remedies ;  and  these  are  Thuja  and 
Nitric  acid.*  I  shall  have  more  to  say  on  the  subject  when 
we  come  to  the  former  medicine. 

2.  Next  in  importance  to  the  foregoing  is  the  action  of 
intric  acid  on  the  liver.  The  experiments  of  Scott,  whichfirst 
brought  it  into  notice,  related  to  its  power  oyer  hepatic  dis- 
ease; it  was  only  later  that  they  suggested  its  use  in  syphilis. 
He  cured  with  it  chronic  hepatitis  and  the  "  liver-cake  "  of 
sgue ;  and  it  has  always  continued  a  favourite  medicine  in 
Indian  practice.  Of  late,  the  combination  with  Muriatic 
add  has  been  preferred  for  this  purpose.  Dr.  Horatio  Wood 
praises  this  Nitro-muriatic  acid  for  hepatic  congestion, 
'^  biliousness,"  non-obstructive  jaundice,  and  commencing 
Girrhosis ;  he  says  it  should  always  be  freshly  prepared.  It  is 
also  used  in  baths  and  compresses.  Considering  its  virtues  in 
oxaluria  also,  it  deserves  a  good  proving. 

3.  Of  late  years.  Nitric  acid  has  come  to  the  front  as  a 
remedy  for  cough.  Sir  Duncan  Gibb  has  written  a  book  on 
pertussis  expressly  to  extol  its  virtues.  Dr.  Bayes  says — 
^  Another  affection  in  which  Nitric  acid  has  proved  service- 
able is  a  chronic  laryngeal  cough,  without  expectoration, 
which  is  characterised  by  a  stinging  or  smarting  sensation,  as 
if  a  small  ulcer  were  there,  and  is  generally  felt  on  one  side. 
The  3rd  dilution  of  the  medicine  often  speedily  arrests  and 
cores  this  cough."  I  have  myself  long  used  it  with  benefit  in 
laryngeal  coughs,  dry  and  violent.  But  Dr.  Dyce  Brown  has 
recently  led  us  to  extend  the  sphere  of  this  acid  in  coughs. 
He  commends  it  in  several  forms  of  disease  of  which  this 
symptom  is  the  prominent  feature,  and  especially  when  there 
is  much  general  physical  depression.  He  even  extends  its 
use  to  pneumonic  phthisis  after  the  more  active  symptoms 
bave  been  removed  by  other  means.    A  good  many  typical 

*  **  Small  fypbilitic  warU  and  condylomata,  kept  constantly  moist  with 
a  wash  of  dihited  nitric  acid,  are  remoTed  certainly  and  painlessly.  A 
dnchm  or  two  of  the  dilate  acid  to  a  pint  of  water  is  sufficient."  (Ringer.) 
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cases  a^ e  related  in  liis  communication,  which  yon  will  find 
in  the  eighteenth  volnme  of  the  Monthly  HomoBopaikie 
Beview.  I  myself  have  certainly  been  led  by  it  to  prescribe 
Nitric  acid  more  largely  in  chronic  coughs  ;  and  have  found 
it  very  beneficial,  both  to  these  and  to  the  gastric  irritation 
and  general  cachexia  which  often  accompany  them. 

Br.  Brown  mentions  constipation  as  a  marked  indication 
for  the  acid  in  cough  cases  ;  and  adds  that  he  has  found  it  bo 
often  to  disappear  under  its  use  that  he  has  been  led  to  use  it 
as  a  remedy  for  this  trouble  in  itself,  and  with  such  success 
that  he  now  places  it  in  the  front  rank  of  available  means  in 
its  treatment.  ELahnemann  (as  Dr.  Brown  notices)  expresses 
himself  to  just  the  contrary  effect,  saying  that  '^  it  is  more 
suitable  to  those  chronic  patients  who  are  disposed  to  loose- 
ness :  it  is  very  seldom  useful  to  those  who  suffer  from  con- 
stipation." It  is  possible  that  infinitesimal  doses  of  the  add, 
prepared  according  to  his  method,  may  have  an  action  of  their 
own. 

Nitric  acid  compares  with  Muriatic  acid,  with  Mercury^  and 
with  Thuja. 

Dr.  Brown  advises  two  or  three  drop  doses  of  the  1st  dec. 
dilution ;  and  with  this  or  the  potencies  near  to  it  all  the 
successes  of  Nitric  acid  have  been  obtained,  save  those  in  the 
rectal  and  anal  troubles.  Here  the  80th  Hahnemannian  atten- 
uation is  reputed  to  have  effected  the  cures. 

For  our  next  acid  we  have  once  more  the  advantage  of  a  good 
pathogenesis ;  it  is 

Acidum  oxaJicum. 

This  well-known  add  is  almost  unused  in  ordinary  prac- 
tice. For  homoeopathic  use  it  is  triturated  or  dissolved  in 
rectified  spirit. 

Our  toxicological  knowledge  of  Oxalic  acid  is  both  exten- 
sive, from  its  frequent  use  in  suicide  and  ingestion  by  mistake 
for  Epsom  salts,  and  precise,  from  the  full  experimentation  to 
which  it  has  been  subjected,  chiefly  by  Drs.  Christison  and 


ACIDDM  OXALICUM.  4S 

Coindet.*  It  has  also  received  a  full  proving  (by  six  persona 
taking  tihe  Ist  and  2nd  triturations)  under  the  auspices  of  the 
American  Institute.f  Arrangements  of  these  materials  exist, 
from  Dr.  Neidhard  in  Esrej's  collection,  and  from  Dr.  Hering 
in  bis  AmeriJcaniache  Arzneijprufungen, 

Oxalic  acid  is  an  irritant  poison ;  and  the  great  body  of  the 
symptoms  induced  by  its  ingestion  are  due  to  inflammation 
of  the  alimentary  mucous  membrane.  There  is,  however,  no 
evidence  of  intestinal  irritation  when  the  poison  is  otherwise 
introduced  into  the  system;  so  that  we  have  here  a  local 
rather  than  a  specific  effect.  Oxalic  acid  would  thus  be  truly 
homoeopathic  to  irritation  of  this  tract  only  where  it  was 
of  local  origin,  and  would  need  to  be  given  in  semi-material 
doses.  A  Dr.  Nardo,  of  Turin,  is  reported  by  Marcy  and 
Peters  to  have  used  it  (in  grain  doses)  with  uniform  success 
for  many  years  in  gastritis ;  and  it  has  been  useful  in  glossitis 
and  chronic  angina. 

When  absorbed  into  the  system,  its  elective  affinities  mani- 
fest themselves  in  the  sphere  of  the  lungs  and  of  the  nervous 
centres.  The  former  present — -post  mortem — either  scarlet 
patches  or  a  uniform  scarlet  redness  over  their  anterior  sur- 
face, but  without^effusion ;  and  the  provers  had  lancinating 
pains  through  them,  especially  on  the  left  side.  The  trachea 
also  has  been  found  reddened  after  death ;  and  the  provers 
experienced  some  irritation  in  it.  Marcy  and  Peters  men- 
tion some  experience  suggestive  of  its  value  in  chronic  inflam- 
mations of  the  respiratory  mucous  membrane,  and  even  in 
phthisis  pulmonalis. 

But  the  most  important  action  of  the  poison  is  that 
which  it  exerts  upon  the  nervous  centres.  The  &^ts  are  as 
follows : — 

When  administered  to  animals  in  such  a  manner  as  that  it 
can  be  absorbed, ''  the  first  imequivocal  sign  of  its  action  is 
generally  a  slight  permanent  stif&iess  of  the  hind  legs  and 

*  Sdinb,  Med,  and  Surg,  Joum,^  xix. 
t  TnnsactioDB,  i. 
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increased  frequency  of  tlie  pulse.     About  the  same  time 
iihere  appears  a  slight  sudden  check  in  inspiration,  from  the 
respiratory  muscles    contracting  before  the  chest  is  fully 
•expanded.    Gradually  several  of  these  come  together,  so  as  to 
constitute  paroxysms  of  short,  hurried  breathing,  with  in- 
iiervals  of  ease.    Meanwhile  the  stiffness  of  the  hind  legs 
increases ;  they  become  likewise  insensible,  and  often  the 
spasm  gives  place  to  paralysis ;  he  jerks  the  head  occasion- 
ally backwards,  walks  with  a  peculiar  stiff  gait,  and  assumes 
Yery  odd  postures,  from  inability  to  regulate  the  motions  of 
the  limbs.    As  the  poisoning  advances,  the  motions  of  the 
chest  during  the  paroxysms  become  more  and  more  confined 
by  spasms  of  the  muscles ;  and  at  last  there  is  a  period  to- 
wards the  close  of  each  paroxysm,  when  the  spasm  is  so  great 
as  completely  to  suspend  the  respiration.     This  is  commonly 
-accompanied  with  more  or  less  extension  of  the  head,  tail, 
and    extremities,    sometimes    amounting     to    violent    opis- 
thotonos.    .     .     The  insensibility,  hitherto  limited  to  the 
hind  legs,  now  extends  to  the  trunk  and  fore-legs,  and  lastly 
lo  the  head.    As  the  insensibility  increases,  the  breathing 
diminishes  in  frequency,  the  spasmodic  paroxysms  become 
more  and  more  obscure,  and  then  cease  altogether.     For 
some    time,  however,  they    may    be    slightly  renewed,  by 
•striking  the  back  and  limbs  ;  but  at  last  the  animal  falls  into 
a  state  of  deep  pure  coma,  with  complete  relaxation  of  the 
whole  body.    The  heart  can  now  scarcely  be  felt ;  the  breath- 
ing is  low,  regular,  and  short,  and  becomes  gradually  more 
obscure,  till  finally  life  is  extinguished  without  a  struggle." 
If  the  dose  be  larger  "  the  fits  of  spasm  come  on  early  and 
with  great  violence,  the  intervals  are  marked  by  remissions 
only,  and  the  animal  expires  in  a  paroxysm,  before  the  stage 
of  insensibility  begins.     .     .     Death  may  be  produced  in  this 
tnanner  in  three,  five,  or' ten  minutes.    If  on  the  other  hand 
ihe  dose  be  much  diminished,  there  may  be  stiffness  of  the 
hind  legs,  much  dulness,  drooping  of  the  whole  body,  and 
3,  sort  of  somnolency,  without  insensibility,  or  even  without 
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spasmodic  paiozjsmSy  and  then  the  animal  will  commonly 


leooTer.** 


This  Bummary  is  taken  from  the  original  paper  in  the 
Edmbwrgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  bj  Drs.  Ohristison. 
and  Coiiidet.  The  f ormer,  in  his  Treatiae  on  Poisons^  adds 
the  following  as  regards  the  effects  of  the  acid  on  the  human 
subject.  *^  The  best  instance  jet  related  of  the  development, 
of  nervous  symptoms  in  man  is  a  case  described  by  Dr.  Scott* 
of  Cupar,  of  a  girl  who  swallowed  by  mistake  a  solution  kept 
for  cleaning  brass,  and  containing  about  two  drachms.  She 
did  not  vomit  until  emetics  were  given,  but  complained  much 
€i  pain,  which  was  succeeded  by  great  lassitude  and  weakness 
of  the  limbs,  and  next  morning  by  nimibness  and  weakness 
there  as  well  as  in  the  back.  This  affection  was  at  first  so 
severe  that  she  could  hardly  walk  upstairs ;  but  in  a  few  days 
she  recovered  entirely.  There  is  also  evidence  to  the  same 
effect  both  in  Mr.  Hebb's  patient  and  in  Dr.  Arrowsmith'a 
case.  The  first  thing  that  the  former  complained  of  was 
acute  pain  in  the  back,  gradually  extending  down  the  thighs,, 
occasioning  ere  long  great  torture,  and  continuing  almost  till 
the  moment  of  his  death.  Dr.  Arrowsmith's  patient  had  the 
same  symptoms,  complained  more  of  the  pain  shooting  down 
from  the  loins  to  the  limbs  than  of  the  pain  in  the  belly,  and 
was  constantly  seeking  relief  in  a  fresh  change  of  posture. 
Mr.  Frascr's  patient  had  from  an  early  period  a  peculiar 
general  numbness,  approaching  to  palsy." 

I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  phenomena 
thus  described  are  those  of  inflammation  of  the*  membranes 
and  substance  of  the  cord.  In  no  post-mortem  has  the 
spinal  colmnn  been  opened  for  examination ;  and  we  thus 
want  ocxdar  evidence.  But  the  stiffness  of  the  limbs  and 
paroxysms  of  spasmodic  dyspnoea  point  plainly  to  irritation 
of  the  spinal  meninges ;  Und  the  ansesthesia,  neuralgia,  and 
loss  of  power  indicate  a  similar  affection  of  the  spinal 
marrow  itself.  I  once  had  the  painful  duty  of  watching  a. 
chronic  case  of  this  disease  until  its  termination  in  death;. 
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and  the  symptoms  I  tlien  observed  come  yividlj  back  to  my 
mind  as  I  cite  these  descriptions  of  poisoning  by  Oxalic  acid. 
I  hope  that  some  use  may  be  made  of  the  analogy  ;  hitherto 
it  has  remained  unfruitful. 

Christison  says  that  in  minimum  doses  the  effect  is  mainly 
on  the  brain ;  and  most  of  the  provers  seem  to  have  felt  it 
acting  there,  especially  on  the  vertex  and  forehead,  where 
it  causes  (and  has  removed)  a  dull  headache.  He  also 
describes  it  as  acting  secondarily  on  the  heart,  commonly 
weakening  its  action,  but  in  one  animal  causing  strong  and 
loud  palpitation.  The  following  symptom  was  caused  by  it 
and  verified  in  practice.  "  Immediately  after  lying  down  in 
bed  at  night,  palpitation  of  the  heart  for  half  an  hour,  three 
nights  consecutively."  Colic  about  the  navel,  with  difficult 
emission  of  flatulence,  and  irritation  of  the  genito-urinary 
tract,  with  diuresis,  are  other  marked  symptoms  ^  of  the 
proving  ;  to  which  may  be  added  great  exhilaration  of  spirits. 

Oxalic  acid  has  more  analogies  with  Argentum  nitricum 
and  Arsenicum  than  with  any  other  drugs  in  the  Pharma- 
copoeia. 

The  2nd  and  3rd  triturations  seem  to  have  been  those 
mainly  used,  though  Dr.  Marcy  speaks  well  of  the  12th. 

The  acid  I  am  now  coming  upon  is  a  special  favourite  of 
my  own.     It  is 

Acidum  phosphoricum. 

The  "  dilute  Phosphoric  acid "  of  the  British  Pharmaco- 
poeia forms  our  1^  attenuation,  and  water  is  used  for  subse- 
quent dilutions  up  to  the  2nd  centesimal. 

The  original  proving  of  Phosphoric  acid  is  in  the  fifth 
volume  of  the  Materia  Medica  Pura,  It  contains  268  sym- 
ptoms from  Hahnemann  himseK,  and  411  from  twelve  fellow 
observers.  A  later  pathogenesis  appears  in  the  fifth  part  of 
the  Chronic  JHaeasea,  It  is  increased  by  139  symptoms, 
most  of  which  are  credited  to  Hering,  and  were  probably 
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obserred  on  the  patients  mentioned  in  the  preface  as  cured  by 
bim  with  the  acid. 

Hahnemann's  directions  for  the  attenuation  of  Phosphoric 
add  in  the  Materia  Medica  Pura  are  not  so  destructive  as  those 
for  the  other  acids,  as  the  dilute  alcohol  of  the  1st  potency  is 
to  contain  nine  parts  of  water  to  one  of  spirit.  Perhaps  the 
|«OTings  were  made  with  this  preparation.  At  any  rate,  they 
impress  one  with  a  greater  sense  of  reality  than  those  of  the 
other  acids ;  and  Hahnemann  characterises  them  as  "  remark- 
able, pure  symptoms  of  artificial  disease  elicited  by  Phos- 
phoric acid  in  the  healthy  body."  They  will  well  repay  study 
and  analysis.  I  shall  best  help  this  here  by  sketching  and 
characterising  the  therapeutic  action  of  the  drug.]) 

The  chief  sphere  of  this  is  the  nervatis  syatem ;  and  the  con- 
dition it  influences  here  is  one  of  debility  without  erethism 
(in  this  contrasted  with  China).  When  we  find  brain*  or 
cord,t  sight  or  hearing  thus  affected — as  from  continued 
grief,  over-exertion,  sexual  excess,  or  drain  on  the  system,  or 
remaining  after  typhus  or  typhoidj — Pho82>horic  acid  is  an 
invaluable  remedy,  weU  deserving  the  name  of  "  tonic."  It 
is  to  "  nervous  debility  "  what  Iron  is  to  anaemia.  In  virtue 
of  this  action  (as  I  believe)  is  its  curative  power  in  its  two 
chief  local  spheres,  the  r-enal  and  the  male  sextial  organs, 

1.  Phosphoric  acid  has  no  known  action  on  the  kidneys 

themselves;  but  it  exerts  a  remarkable  control  over  those 

changes  in  the  composition  of  the  urine  which  arise  farther 

back  than  the  secreting  organs.    Dr.  Sutherland  has  directed 

attention   to   its  usefulness  in  phosphatic   deposits  ;§    it    is 

obviously  indicated  for  these  when,  as  commonly,  depending 

on  waste  of  nervous  tissue  or  on  alkalinity  of  urine  from 

nervous  depression.  It  cures,  as  Hering||  and  Chapman^  have 

•  BriL  Joum.  of  Sam.,  vii,  391. 

t  Bayes,  Appl.  Horn,,  138. 

X  Monthly  Horn,  Beoiew,  x. 

§  Brit.  Joum.  of  Hom.j  y\,  410. 

II  Preface  to  pathogenesis  in  Chron,  Dit. 

^  BrU.  Joum,  of  Bom.,  vii,  391. 
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pointed  out,  those  derangements  in  cbildren  connected  with 
a  milky  state  of  the  renal  secretion  ;  and  wonld  probably  help 
in  the  West  Indian  ''chylous  urine,"  whose  constitutional 
symptoms  are  rery  characteristic  of  the  drug.  But  it  is  in 
diabetes  that  Phosphoric  add  has  won  its  greenest  laurels. 
Not  only  in  the  "  insipid  "  form — "  chronic  diuresis  "  as  we 
should  now  call  it — ^but  in  true  glycosuria  cure  has  repeatedly 
resulted  from  the  administration  of  this  acid.*  It  is  actually 
a  similar  to  the  essential  symptom  of  the  disease ;  for  Dr. 
Pavy  t  found  saccharine  urine  to  result  from  its  injection  into> 
the  general  venous  system,  or  introduction  into  the  intestinal 
canal ;  and  Griesinger,  who  gave  it  in  diabetes  to  the  extent 
of  an  ounce  a  day,  found  the  sugar  increased  thereby  (Binger). 
But  the  frequent  origin  of  diabetes  in  the  nervous  centres 
(as  suggested  by  Claude  Bernard's  well-known  experiment) 
commends  it  still  more  forcibly ;  and  in  the  only  case  in 
which  I  have  myscK  needed  it  to  re-inforce  the  Nitrate  of 
Uraniimi  the  disease  obviously  began  in  this  way.^  It  will 
therefore  1)0  in  diabetes  of  nervous  origin  that  we  shall  expect 
to  get  the  best  results  from  Phosphoric  add.  Moreover,, 
since  Claude  Bernard  foimd  albuminuria  to  result  from  a 
central  nervous  lesion  hard  by  that  which  occasions  diabetes, 
there  may  well  be  cases  of  this  malady  in  which  Phosphoric 
add  IB  indicated.  Two  cures  by  it  are  on  record, — in  one  of 
which  the  albuminuria  was  associated  with  chorea,  §  and  in 
the  other  followed  upon  typhoid.  || 

2.  It  is  the  nervous  apparatus  of  the  male  sexual  organs 
which  is  influenced  by  Phosphoric  acid.  It  has  no  relation  to 
their  inflammatory  states.  But  in  simple  debility  and  relaxa- 
tion— even  to  impotence  —  of  these  organs,  resulting  from 
excess  or  unnatural  use,  it  is  the  most  important  of  remedies. 

•  Brit,  Joum.  of  Horn,,  xxiv,  260. 

t  0»  Diabetes,  ^.  S2. 

t  Brit,  Joum,  of  Horn.,  xxxi,  869. 

§  Hempel,  ii,  46. 

!|  Monthly  Horn,  Bev,,  x. 
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FreqneDt  weak  emissioiis  and  dragg^g  aching  in  the  testes 
WMj  also  be  lemoTed  by  it. 

This  action  on  the  nenrons  system,  peculiar  to  the  Phos- 
phorie  among  the  mineral  adds,  is  probably  due  to  the  nature 
•ol  its  base.  From  the  same  source  may  come  its  action  on 
the  Uood  and  on  the  banes.  In  low  f eyers,  indeed,  it  is  indi- 
cated when  the  nervous  system  rather  than  the  blood  is 
aflfected  by  the  poison,  and  only  in  milder  cases  here, — stand- 
ing on  the  same  lerel  as  Muriatic  acid  in  their  respectiye 
spheres.*  But  it  has  more  than  once  proyed  strikingly  cura- 
liye  in  purpura  and  passive  hemorrhages.  As  regards  the 
bones,  it  is  spoken  highly  of  by  German  writers  as  a  remedy 
lor  caries,  and  Hartmann  recommends  it  strongly  in  rachitis. 
Its  phyncal  relation  to  osseous  tissue  is  obviously  an  intimate 
one ;  and  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  such  facts  may 
be  used  as  suggestive  of  medicinal  affinities. 

In  all  these  affections,  the  Phosphoric  acid  patient  is  charac- 
terised by  tendency  to  passive  flux  from  skin  and  mucous  mem- 
brane. The  medicine  (which  herein  may  be  compared  with 
China  and  Iodine)  often  first  displays  its  power  by  checking 
these,  asthe  perspiration  of  phthisis  andthe  diarrhcea  of  rachitic 
or  otherwise  weakly  children.  It  has  even  cured  ague  when 
this  condition,  in  the  shape  of  profuse  sweat,  was  the  prominent 
feature  of  the  case.f  I  know  not  whether  the  ozsena,  and  the 
thin  and  acrid  leucorrhcea,  in  which  Dr.  Marcy  has  found  it 
curative,  come  under  this  head ;  or  the  falling  of  the  hair,  as 
from  debility  after  fevers,  in  which  I  have  often  seen  it 
successful. 

Phosphoric  acid  works  side  by  side  with  Fhoephorua 
throughout  its  action.  Besides  this,  it  touches  at  some  points 
Fluorie  acid  and  Silieea;  China;  Anacardmm ;  and  the 
mineral  acids  in  general. 

In  nervous  affections,  in  milky  urine,  in  nutritive  de- 
rangement, in  fever,  and  in  passive  fluxes,  Phosphoric  acid 

*  See  Brit.  Joum,  of  Horn,,  zii,  23. 
t  AMnals,  \,  467. 
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seems  to  act  well  in  the  attenuations  from  the  3rd  to  the  12thi. 
But  as  a  sexual  tonic,  in  purpura,  the  phosphatic  diathesis,, 
diabetes,  and  caries,  it  does  best  in  doses  of  several  drops  of 
the  1st  dec.  dilution. 

The  last  of  my  group  is 

Acidum  sulphuricum. 

^'  Ten  grains  by  weight  of  the  officinal  acid  of  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia,  mixed  with  sufficient  distilled  water  to  measure 
eighty  minims,  will  constitute  our  1*  preparation ;"  I  quote 
the  British  Homoeopathic  Pharmacopeia. 

The  only  pathogenesis  of  Sulphuric  acid  we  have  is  that 
contained  in  the  second  edition  of  the  Chronic  Diseciaes* 
It  contains  513  symptoms  from  Hahnemann  and  five  fellow- 
observers,  and  8  from  authors. 

The  first  dilution  of  this  acid  is  here  directed  to  be  nmde 
with  distilled  water,  and  the  subsequent  ones  with  alcohol. 
If  we  could  suppose  the  former  to^  have  been  used  for  the 
proving,  we  might  attach  some  importance  to  the  symptoms 
recorded ;  but  the  epoch  of  their  appearance  compels  us  to^ 
refer  them  to  the  category  of  those  supposed  to  result  from 
globules  of  the  30th.  Of  the  eight  symptoms  from  authors 
five  are  those  of  a  typhoid  from  which  the  patients  taking  it 
were  suffering.  The  only  valid  ones  are  S.  148  ("  salivation  "), 
151  ("aphthce  in  the  mouth")  and  198  ("  hiccough  "—this 
repeatedly  recurred  after  the  administration  of  clysters  con- 
taining the  acid). 

We  thus  know  next  to  nothing  about  the  dynamic  physio- 
logical effects  of  Sulphuric  acid  ;  and,  judging  from  itis 
therapeutic  position  in  homoeopathic  practice,  these  are 
probably  of  more  limited  range  than  in  the  case  of  the  other 
acids.  It  has  been  mainly  used  in  disorders  of  the  alimen- 
tary canal.  Hahnemann*  speaks  of  '^  a  very  small  dose  of  a 
high  dilution  "  as  curative  of  acidity  of  stomach.    Dr.  Bayes 

*  Offfommf  note  on  p.  10  of  Dudgeon's  translation. 
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mentions  a  form  of  gastralgia  in  which  he  found  it  veij 
Bsefal ;  and  Dr.  Schneider  commends  it  in  obstmate  hic- 
cough, to  which  it  is  certainly  homoeopathic.  Its  imdoubted 
power,  now  so  generallj  recognised,  over  diarrhoea  is  also  a 
homoeopathic  action ;  for  it  is  admitted  bj  all  therapeutists 
that  its  continued  use  tends  to  loosen  the  bowels.*  The 
nme  may  be  said  of  its  influence  over  cutaneous  disorder : 
"occasionally"  writes  Christison  of  acute  poisoning  by  it 
"eruptions  break  out  over  the  body."  Pereira  says  that 
"no  remedy  is  so  successful  in  relieying  distressing  itching, 
tingling,  and  formication  of  the  skin  of  lichen,  prurigo,  and 
chronic  urticaria,  as  Sulphuric  acid  taken  internally."  Teste 
has  cored  syphilitic  maculse  with  it. 

But  there  are  those  who  would  have  it  that  our  use  of 
Sulphuric  acid  has  been  too  limited  hitherto.  Among  these 
are  Drs.  Espanet  and  Cooper.  The  former  thinks  that  it  is 
the  antiphlogistic  of  cachectic  subjects,  as  Aconite  is  that  of 
the  robust.  The  latterf  considers  that  Sulphuric,  like  Phos- 
phoric acid,  shares,  the  virtues  of  its  base,  'and  is  an  anti- 
neuralgic  and  a  possible  anti-periodic.  He  gives  a  good  case 
of  chronic  gastralgia  cured  by  it.  The  special  relation  of  this 
add  to  cutaneous  affections  seems  to  support  his  position : 
it  was,  indeed,  on  this  ground  that  it  was  first  used  in  them.;]: 

The  Sulphuric  may  be  compared  with  the  other  mineral 
adds.  The  2nd  and  3rd  dec.  have  been  its  usual  attenua- 
tions. 

*  Dr.  Riuger  moreover  says,  "A  smaU  dose  often  benefits  diarrhoea, 
wbOrt  a  fall  one,  by  increasing  the  acidity  of  the  canal,  may  even  agg^- 
vateit.'' 

t  Brii.  Jomm.  of  Horn,,  xxix,  699. 

X  See  Phy9,  and  Med,  Joumaly  iv,  484. 
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The  survey  we  have  now  completed  of  the  acids  used  in 
our  practice  has  exhibited  the  weakness  as  well  as  the  strength 
of  HomcBopathj  as  it  at  present  exists.  But  in  the  medicine 
we  have  now  to  study  its  strength  alone  is  seen,  and  that  at 
its  full.  If  HomcBopathy  had  done  nothing  for  therapeutics 
but  reveal  the  virtues  of 

Aconitum, 

it  might  even  die  content. 

The  Homoeopathic  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  leaves 
in  addition  to  the  root,  and  hence  is  not  so  strong  as 
Coming's. 

Hahnemann's  proving  of  Aconite  is  contained  in  the  first 
Toliune  of  his  Maieria  Medica  Pura.  It  contains  541  symp- 
toms, of  .which  431  are  from  himseK  and  seven  f ellow-observersy 
and  110  from  authors.  The  latter  have  been  presented  in 
the  fulness  of  their  original  sources,  in  French  by  Dr.  Both 
(^BSvtie  critique  et  r6iro»pective  de  la  Maticre  MidicaXe 
Sp^cifique,  i,  443),  and  in  German  by  Dr.  (Jerstel  {Oester- 
reichische  Zeitschrift^  i>  2).  I  have  given  their  results  as 
applied  to  the  criticism  of  the  symptoms  in  the  seventeenth 
volume  of  the  Monthly  Horn,  Review  (p.  697).  Aconite  was, 
moreover,  one  of  the  medicines  selected  for  reproving  by  the 
Austrian  Provers*  Society.  Their  w6rk  was  carried  out  in 
the  most  thorough  manner,  sixteen  persons  co-operating  in  it ; 
the  record  of  the  experiments  is  contained  in  the  first  volume 
of  the  Oesterreichische   Zeitschrift  fiir  HomoopcUhie,      These 
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two  proyingSy  with  all  additional  matter  available,  are  collated 
bj  Dr.  Dudgeon  in  the  first  part  of  the  Hahnemann  Materia 
Mediea.  There  are  also  (besides  the  well-known  treatise  of 
Fleming*  from  the  other  school)  monographs  on  Aconite  hy 
EeQ,t  Veith  Meyer,  J  and  Carroll  Dunham. §  Hempel  and  the- 
New  Materia  Mediea  give  numerous  cases  of  poisoning ;  and 
all  the  systematic  writers  devote  large  space  to  the  discussion, 
of  the  action  of  the  drug. 

It  is  impossible  to  b^^  to  speak  of  Aconite  without  a 
thiiU  of  gratification  and  pride.  The  inestimable  benefits 
which  are  daily  being  obtained  from  this  remedy,  and  which 
are  now  attaining  universal  recognition,  are  the  direct  result 
of  Homoeopathy.  The  experiments  of  Stdrck  failed  to  elicit 
its  special  virtues,  and  neither  Lombard  nor  Fleming  succeeded 
in  commending  it  to  general  appreciation.  Its  place  in 
Pereira's  great  work  as  a  mere  benumber  of  pain,  and  its- 
rejection  as  dangerous  and  useless  by  Trousseau  and  Pidoux,. 
8i£fliciently  characterise  its  reception  in  the  old  school  twenty 
jears  ago.  But  as  early  as  I81I  Hahnemann  had  introduced 
it  to  his  disciples  as  the  prince  of  antiphlogistics,  the  entire 
sopplanter  of  the  then  dominant  lancet.  The  uses  of  the 
diug  thus  suggested  have  ever  since  prevailed  throughout  the 
Homoeopathic  body,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  rSsttmS  of  its- 
lecorded^successf ul  applications  given  by  Dr.  Dudgeon  at  the 
end  of  his  article.  Our  brethren  without  seem  to  have  caught,. 
almost  x>eriodically ,  a  glimpse  of  its  precious  virtues ;  and  have 
proclaimed  them,  generally  (Listen  being  a  noble  exception) 
with  a  sneer  at  their  real  discoverers,  in  the  medical  journals.. 
But,  from  wont  of  knowledge  how  to  use  it,  they  have  let  it 
go  again;  and  it  is  not  until  to-day  that  the  persistent^ 
tAiu*King  of  Dr.   Sydney  Einger  (whose  inspiration  is  not 

•  Am  :E9qmfy  into  the  Fkytiologiedl  and  Medicinal  JPnptrtiei  qf  th^- 
A»mimm  NapelUu,  1845. 
t  Momograph  on  Aconite,  trans,  by  Millard. 
X  Jfcrtk  Amer.  Jawm,  of  Horn. 
{  Amer.  Mom.  JHeview,  tL 
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dubious)  lias  brought  it  into  general  use.  But  this  writer  has 
to  say,  first,  indeed,  that  "  perhaps  no  drug  is  more  valuable 
than  Aconite,"  but  then,  that  "  its  virtues  are  only  beginning 
to  be  appreciated."* 

"  It  is,"  as  Dr.  Einger  says,  "  on  account  of  its  power  to 
control  inflammation  and  subdue  the  accompanying  fever  that 
Aconite  is  to  be  the  most  esteemed,"  and  it  was  from  the  study 
of  his  collection  of  its  pathogenetic  effects  that  Hahnemann 
inferred  its  possession  of  this  power.  What,  then,  are  the 
phenomena  which  belong  to  it  in  the  sphere  of  the  circtdation 
and  temperature  ? 

A  hasty  glance  at  the  symptoms  of  Aconite-poisoning  has 
led  to  its  being  set  down  as  a  mere  cardiac  depressant ;  and 
Dr.  Einger  says  that  ''its  influence  over  inflammation  has 
been  ascribed  by  most  observers  to  its  power  over  the  heart." 
But  why,  then,  should  it  act  so  much  more  efficaciously  than 
Tobacco,  Digitalis,  Calabar  bean,  and  other  cardiac  poisons, 
which,  indeed,  have  no  such  influence  whatever  ?t  A  closer 
look  reveals  that  the  condition  set  up  is  one  answering  to  the 
dull  of  fever  and  ague  and  the  collapse  of  cholera.  The  pale 
face,  the  quick  [and  contracted  pulse,  the  general  coldness 
within  and  without ;  the  signs  (should  death  result)  of  extreme 
venous  congestion — ^these  speak  of  a  corresponding  excitation 
of  the  vaso-motor  nerves  throughout  the  body.  Had  the 
thermometer  been  applied,  it  is  probable  that  here  as  there 
the  temperature  would  have  been  f  oimd  already  on  the  rise. 
That  this  is  the  true  explanation  of  the  symptoms  appears 
from  what  follows.  For,  should  reaction  take  place,  the 
condition  of  febrile  heat  succeeds  that  of  chill :  as  Dr.  Wood 
states, ''  the  circulation,  respiration,  and  general  temperature 

*  Handbook  of  I%erapeutict,  4th  ed.,  1874.  Dr.  Ringer's  first  memoir 
on  Aconite  appeared  in  the  Lattcet  for  Jan.  9th,  1869,  and  closely 
follows  the  article  on  it  in  this  Manual,  the  first  edition  of  which  was 
pnhlished  in  1867. 

t  Dr.  Ringer  has  himself  shown  that  another  supposed  rationale  of  the 
anti-fehrile  power  of  Aconite  is  unfounded,  viz.  that  it  reduces  the  preter- 
jaMtanl  heat  hy  promoting  perspiration  (p.  481). 
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:are  somewbat  increased."  The  same  statement  is  made  and 
illiistrated  by  Fleming  (pp.  34,  148).  This  is  well  seen  in 
nich  a  case  as  the  tenth  of  Hempel's  series.  The  pulse,  at 
fint  collapsed,  became  fuller,  and  rose  to  100 ;  the  s^  being 
hot  and  dry  and  the  tongue  coated,  with  headache  and  sleep- 
lessness. But  the  power  of  Aconite  to  induce  feyer  is  still 
more  eyident  in  the  provings,  and  especially  those  of  the 
Austrian  Society.*  One  of  the  latter  experimenters  was  so 
distressed  by  the  febrile  heat  induced,  that,  not  knowing  what 
drug  he  had  been  proving,  he  commenced  taking  Aconite  to 
obtain  relief.  The  fever  in  these  subjects  was  generally  accom- 
panied by  signs  of  arterial  congestion  of  the  head  and  chest. 
If  further  confirmation  of  the  pyreto-genetic  power  of  Aconite 
had  been  needed,  it  would  have  been  supplied  by  the  experi- 
ments of  Professor  Schroff.f  Their  main  interest  to  us  lies 
in  the  evidence  they  supply  of  the  influence  of  Aconite  upon 
the  trigeminal  nerve.  But  repeatedly  in  their  record  we  meet 
with  expressions  like  these — ^*  much  febrile  movement," 
^  general  internal  and  external  heat,  with  quick  pulse,"  '^  the 
whole  body  was  burning,"  "  alternately  hot  or  cold."  It  is 
curious  that  Dr.  Horatio  Wood,  though  he  gives  such  a  full 
account  of  the  physiological  action  of  Aconite,  and  though  he 
shows  by  a  reference  that  he  is  aware  of  these  experiments  of 
SchrofPs,  entirely  ignores  them  in  his  statements. 

I  maintain,  then,  that  it  is  in  virtue  of  its  power  of  setting 
up  the  essential  phenomena  of  fever,  of  its  action  upon  the 
Mme  parts  and  in  a  similar  manner,  that  it  controls  this 
eondition  when  already  present.  This  is  all  we  require  for 
the  demonstration  of  its  homcBopathicity,  as  this  is  all  that 
wsfl  required  by  Hahnemann  to  infer  and  apply  the  same. 
It  is  not  unreasonable  to  argue  that  the  curative  action  is 
really  antix>athic,  as  we  use  the  primary  action — the  chill — of 
{he  drug  to  counteract  the  secondary  stage — the  heat— of  the 

*  See  Symptomi  777-782  in  Dr.  Dudgeon's  arrangement, 
f  IVanilmted  from  the  Journal  fSr  Fharmakodynamik  in  L*  Union 
MUienle  for  June  and  July,  1854. 
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diEorder.  But  I  think  that,  were  it  so,  comparatiTelj  full  doses 
would  be  required  for  the  effect;  whereas  Aconite  gained 
j>er  aaUum  the  place  which  it  now  occupies  in  the  hands  of  men 
who  never  gave  it  except  in  infinitesimal  quantities. 

However  this  may  be,  it  is  certain  that  Aconite  is  the  most 
potent "  antiphlogistic  "  known  to  medicine.  But,  like  every 
other  specifically  acting  drug,  it  has  its  proper  sphere,  beyond 
which  it  is  less  useful.  The  sphere  of  Aconite  may  be  defined 
by  two  negations. 

First,  it  has  no  influence  upon  the  blood-corpuscles,  and 
so  has  little  control  over  the  fevers  resulting  from  morbid 
poisons.  Its  use  in  typhus  and  typhoid  is  mere  waste  of 
precious  time.  In  variola  it  will  not  lower  the  circulation 
imtil  the  eruption  comes  out;  nor  will  it  often  touch 
the  high  temperature  of  pyaemia.*  It  is  more  frequently 
useful  in  measles  and  scarlatina,  though  in  the  latter  only 
when  of  a  sthenic  type,  i.e.  when  the  blood-poisoning  is 
but  slight.  I  need  hardly  say  that  it  wUl  do  nothing  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  the  paroxysms  of  hectic  or  of  tho 
malarial  fevers. 

Secondly,  Aconite  will  do  little  for  a  fever  which  is  sympto- 
matic of  an  acute  local  inflammation.  The  excellent  cases  of 
pneimionia  which  Dr.  Tessier  has  put  on  record  f  well  illus- 
trate this:  it  is  most  interesting  to  notice  how  the  pulse 
defied  Aconite,  but  went  down  rapidly  when  Bryonia  or 
Phosphorus  touched  the  local  mischief.  There  are,  indeed, 
a  few  inflammations  in  which  Aconite  may  alone  effect  a 
cure,  as  being  a  specific  irritant  of  the  part  affected.  These 
are  especially,  as  we  shall  see,  the  rheumatic  inflammations^ 
But  even  in  non-rheumatic  pleurisy,  in  its  plastic  forms,  and 
also  in  some  kinds  of  croup  and  angina  tonsillaris,  Aconite 
is,  as  Hahnemann  has  said,  a  potent  remedy.  With  these 
exceptions,  it  may  be  laid  down  that  when  true  inflammatoi^ 

*  See,  bowever,  Phillips,  p.  13. 

t  Ukherchet  eliniques  tur  le  traUement  de  la  Pneumomie  et  dm  Chol^a^ 
9nivant  la  mSthode  de  Hahnemann.    Paris,  1850. 
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changes  in  a  part  have  actnallj  begun,  it  ceases  to  exert 
remedial  influence ;  and  a  medicine  homoeopathic  to  the  local 
mischief  must  take  its  place.  Dr.  Binger  supplies  another 
contra-indication  to  the  use  of  Aconite  in  inflammations,  yiz* 
the  absence  of  increased  temperature,  as  shown  by  the  ther- 
mometer. When  this  obtains — as  in  some  forms  of  angina — 
the  remedy  will  be  ineffectual.* 

These  negatires  suggest  the  positiye  we  desiderate.    The 
ferer  in  which  Aconite  is  specific  is  the  **  synocha  "  of  the 
old  authors,  the    "  pure  inflammatory  fever "  indicated  by. 
Hahnemann,  the  fever  in  which  the  fibrin  of  the  blood  is  in 
excess  (so  that  its  clot  would  be  buffed  and  cupped),  while 
the  corpuscles  are  impoisoned  and  the  tissues  as  yet  intact... 
Let  the  morbid  impression  known  as  a  "  chill "   be  made 
upon  the  vascular  nerves ;  let  the  arterioles  under  their  influ- 
ence first  contract  to  produce  the  cold  stage,  and  then  dilate 
for  the  hot  stage  of  simple  fever ;  and  we  have  the  everyday 
occurrence    for    which    Aconite    is    the    unfailing    remedy. 
Whether  the  chill  or  the  heat  be  present,  the  medicine  is  no  • 
less  indicated)  and  let  the  storm  of  arterial  excitement  be  ever 
80  high,  a  few  doses  will  quiet  its  fury.    '*  In  as  short  a  time  as 
four  hours  after  the  administration  of  Aconite  in  the  morbid 
states  in  question,  all  danger  to  life  is  past,  and  the  excited, 
circulatiou  returns  from  hour  to  houx  to  its  more  tranquil 
course.''     So  truly  wrote  Hahnemann  (in  1811)  in  pointing 
oat  to  OS  this  most  important  use  of  our  medicine.    Indeed,, 
it  may  be  laid  down,  that  imless  a  fever  (not  being  rheu- 
matic, of  which  more  anon)  has  greatly  abated  within  twenty- 
four  hours  of  commencing  Aconite,  it  is  one  for  which  the 
remedy  is  unsuited. 

This  relation  of  Aconite  to  inflammation  and  inflammatory 
fever  is  well  stated  by  Teste ;  and  still  more  fully  by  Dr.  . 
Carroll  Dunham  in  the  article  of  his  on  Aconite  to  which  I 
have  referred.     He  (the  latter)  well  points  out  its  accord- 

•  Dr.  Imbert  Oonrbeyre,  in  pre-thermonietric  days,  had  shown  the  samo- 
thing  sjmptouiatically  {Brit,  Joum,  of  Sam.,  xiv). 
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ance  with  the  symptomatic  indications  given  for  the  drug 
by  Hahnemann  himself,  viz. :  when  '^  in  conjunction  with 
thirst  and  a  rapid  pulse  there  are  present  an  anxious 
impatience,  a  restlessness  not  to  be  quieted,  distress,  and  an 
agonised  tossing  about."  These  are  the  symptoms  of  inflam- 
matory fever  before  it  has  well  localised  itself,  as  seen  in  the 
primary  pyrexia  of  pneumonia,  beginning  with  its  well- 
marked  chill.  When  exudation  has  set  in  at  the  affected  part, 
the  tension  of  the  circulation  and  nervous  system  diminishes ; 
and  such  fever  as  continues  is  sympathetic  and  of  like 
character  with  the  local  changes.  He  illustrates  the  pheno- 
mena by  the  passing  of  a  tempest  over  a  village,  which  may 
subside  to  perfect  calm ;  but  which  may  leave  behind  it  a 
cottage  on  fire,  that  shall  be  in  its  turn  the  centre  of  agita- 
tion and  mischief.  Aconite  will  subdue  the  storm ;  but  it 
will  not  put  out  the  conflagration.  The  same  symptomatic 
indications  admirably  harmonize  with  the  relation  of  our  drug 
to  the  essential  fevers.  The  condition  of  the  patient  in  typhoid 
and  other  toxsemic  pyrexisd  is  one  of  heaviness  and  oppression, 
rather  than  of  the  anxietas  characteristic  of  Aconite. 

It  is  right  to  add  that  all  these  observers — Hahnemann 
himself,  Tessier,  Teste,  Dunham,  (and  I  may  add  Dr. 
-Guernsey  in  the  same  strain) — speak  of  the  action  of  the 
higher  dilutions  of  the  medicine,  which  alone  they  were 
accustomed  to  employ.  Those  who  have  used  stronger  pre- 
parations seem  inclined  to  give  it  a  wider  range.  ''The 
power  of  this  drug  over  inflammation"  writes  ^Dr.  Binger 
"  is  little  less  than  marvellous  ;"  and  Hempel  seems  to  know 
no  limit  to  its  action  here.  Dr.  Bayes  speaks  highly  of  it,  in 
the  1st  dec.  dilution,  in  acute  otitis,  to  which  it  has  no 
proved  homoeopathic  relation.  Wurmb,  who  gave  it  highi 
allows  it  no  place  in  typhus ;  but  Trinks,  who  used  the  lowest 
dilutions,  thinks  it  of  real  service  in  the  incipience  of  the  less 
4isthenic  forms.  It  is  here  as  elsewhere.  Inflnitesimais, 
at  least  in  the  higher  grades,  act  only  when  the  homcdopa- 
ihicity  is  perfect ;  though  here  they  display  such  brilliant 
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powers  that  one  may  well  become  enamotired  of  them.  A 
nemrer  approach  to  the  crude  drug  widens  the  range  of  action, 
and  enables  us  to  be  content  with  a  simile  instead  of  searching 
for  an  often  unattainable  and  still  more  often  illusory  simiUu 
wmm.  But  whether  the  cure- work  under  these  circumstances 
is  less  perfectly  performed  is  a  question  as  yet  unsettled. 

The  condition,  then,  to  which  Aconite  is  homoeopathic,  and 
which  makes  it  our  great  febrifuge,  is  one  of  tension  of  the 
nerrous  and  arterial  systems,  manifesting  itself  by  restless 
anxiety  in  the  one,  and  chill  and  heat,  with  thirst,  in  the 
other.  It  is  easy  to  see  that  a  large  class  of  acute  affections 
beyond  those  hitherto  specified  may  thus  come  within  its 
range*  In  active  hemorrhage,  especially  haemoptysis ;  in 
acQte  congestion  of  almost  any  part;  and  in  recent  febrile 
diopey.  Aconite  will  always  commence  and  often  complete 
a  euie.  The  same  thing  may  be  said  of  acute  sthenic  erysi- 
pdas  and  puerperal  fever,  and  of  the  '^  urethral  fever  "  which 
in  aome  subjects  follows  the  passing  a  catheter.  In  cholera 
infantum  Dr.  Madden  found  it  indispensable  in  Australia  ;* 
and  Dr.  Guernsey  writes  of  it — ^**  if  a  child  is  suffering  from 
a  watery  diarrhoea,  is  crying  and  complaining  very  much, 
biting  his  fists,  and  is  sleepless,  Aconite  will  usually  settle 
tins  tiouble  in  a  short  time."  In  the  collapse  of  Asiatic 
diolera  itself,  where  the  chill  is  so  deadly  that  were  it  not  for 
the  consecutive  fever  its  true  nature  would  be  hardly  recog- 
ninUe,  but  where  (as  in  ague)  the  temperature  is  already 
riling.  Aconite  will  assert  its  power.  It  is  due  to  Dr. 
Hempel  to  say  that  from  early  times  he  has  maintained  the 
hooKBopathicity  and  potency  of  the  medicine  here.  In  the 
epidemic  of  1866,  a  French  physician  (Dr.  Cramoisy)  reports 
tvelre  severe  cases  recovering  under  this  remedy  alone,  given 
in  drop  doses  of  the  mother  tincture.f  It  is  especially  when 
eollapfle  comes  on  very  rapidly,  with  little  or  no  premonitory 
iDnesSy  and  unattended  by  copious  evacuations,  that  Aconite 

•  jimmaU,  ▼,  87. 

t  BmiL  de  la  Soc.MSd.  de  France,  1865,  pp.  604  and  652. 
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is  indicated.  Arsenic  is  the  medicine  generally  prescribed  in 
such  cases ;  but  its  sphere  and  that  of  Aconite  intersect  and  over- 
lap each  other  at  this  point,  and  the  greater  rapidity  of  the^ 
action  of  the  latter  would  seem  to  turn  the  scale  in  its  fovour^ 

The  power  of  rectifying  the  disordered  balance  of  the  cir- 
culation shown  in  these  instances  gives  Aconite  an  important 
place  in  the  treatment  of  many  morbid  conditions  not  strictly 
febrile.  In  apoplexy  and  in  puerperal  convulsions,  where 
there  is  much  arterial  excitement,  Aconite  will  do  every- 
thing for  which  the  lancet  used  to  be  thought  indispensable. 
In  suppression  of  the  menses  from  a  chill  or  a  fright,  with  its 
accompanying  congestive  phenomena,  there  is  no  more  valu- 
able medicine.  Again,  where  the  tension  is  in  the  nervous- 
system  alone,  Aconite  (especially  in  the  higher  dilutions)  is- 
of  signal  service.  Dr.  Bayes  speaks  well  of  it  in  the 
insomnia  of  aged  persons  and  of  remittent  fevers ;  and  Hah» 
nemann  writes — "  It  produces  all  the  morbid  states  which  are- 
manifested  in  persons  whose  minds  have  been  excited  by  fear, 
joined  with  indignation ;  and  it  is  also  the  surest  means  of 
curing  them  rapidly."  Fear  of  death,  when  urgently  present^ 
has  been  found  an  unerring  indication  for  it. 

This,  leads  me  to  say  a  few  word^p  upon  the  action  of  Aconite- 
in  the  musculo-motor  sphere  of  the  nervous  system.  We- 
find  here  a  similar  tension  induced  to  that  already  seen  in 
the  vaso-motor  division.  Not  paralysis,  but  spasm,  is  ex^ 
cited,  and  that  nearly  always  of  a  tonic  character.  Trismus- 
is  a  common  symptom  in  cases  of  poisoning;  the  sufferenk 
frequently  complain  of  constriction  at  the  throat,  of  local 
cramps  and  spasms,  and  of  stiffness  and  difficulty  of  moving- 
the  limbs;  and  there  are  several  cases  on  record  in  which 
complete  opisthotonos  existed,  and  the  pseudo-tetanic  state 
was  induced  as  completely  as  by  Strychnia. 

Correspondingly,  Aconite  has  considerable  power  over  some- 
spasmodic  affections.  Its  usefulness — generally  in  altemaii- 
tion  with  other  more  locally  acting  medicines — in  the  incipi* 
ence  of  the  neuro-phlogoses  we  call  croup  and  whooping-cough. 
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If  probably  to  some  extent  of  this  kind.    In  the  asthmatic 
pttoxymiy  and  in  that  of  laryngismus  stridulus,  when  excited 
hj  ecdd  dry  air,  it  will  often  give  relief.     In  simple  trismus 
4iid  many  other  local  cramps  and  spasms,  especially  when 
Hnrning  a  similar  origin,  it  shoidd  always  be  thought  of; 
Teste  rdates  a  striking  case  of  the  kind  in  which  the  pecto- 
ulit  mnade  was  at  &ult,  and  simulated  cardiac  disease.    But, 
-above  all,  it  bids  fair  to  be  a  valuable  medicine  in  tetanus. 
ThfBre  are  seven  cases  of  the  traumatic  form  of  the  disease 
now  on  record,  in  which  Aconite,  in  ordinary  doses,  was  the 
siain  remedy  used ;  and  in  six  recovery  was  the  result.    It 
would  be  still  more  suitable  to  the  idiopathic  form  of  the  dis- 
•«iae,  from  exposure  to  cold  and  wet ;  and  to  the  '^  tetany  " 
described  by  Trousseau.     The  numbness  and  tingling  with 
which  the  spasms  of  the  latter  begin,  their  probable  rheumatic 
«ngin,  the  occasional  presence  of  febrile  symptoms,  and  the 
loiefit  observed  from  blood-letting — all  point  to  Aconite. 

It  is  not  easy  to  say  whether  the  action  of  Aconite  in  the 

tensory  is  of  a  piece  with  that  which  it  exerts  in  the  motor 

^here  of  the  nervous  system.    It  certainly  causes,  not  hyper-, 

bat  ansesthesia.    Tet  this  is  characteristically  accompanied  by 

prickling  and  tingling,  which  at  one  point  dcvelopes  into 

^  first  tefuion  and  then  lancinating  pain."      These  are  the 

words  of  Professor  Schroff ;  and  the  nerve  for  which  Aconite 

in  his  experiments  displayed  an  elective  affinity  is  the  trige- 

iikinaL      Dr.  Lnbert  Gourbeyre  has  studied  this  action  of 

Aconite,*  and  claimed  its  anti-neuralgic  properties — which 

are  decided,  but  hitherto  deemed  a  mere  local  benumbing — 

for  homcBopathy  accordingly. 

We  pass  now  to  another  great  sphere  of  the  action  of 
Aconite, — its  anti-rheumatic  virtues.  It  cannot  be  said  that 
these  also  were  proclaimed  by  Hahnemann,  or  are  discoveries 
<A  the  law  of  similars.    The  names  of  St5rck,t  Lombard,^  and 

•  Brit.  Jomru.  of  Horn,,  xiv,  169. 

t  £xp,  et  Obt.  circa  umm  iniemum  Siram.,  Hyosc,^  et  AconitL    1762. 

:  GazeiU  Medicate  de  Farit,  1835. 
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az«  BiMS  pcomineiit  ass  ailvoeafies  of  Aconite  in  tliiB 
taamBe^ssL,    TIte  ficsc  ^^iniii  is  cncxErne  ni  muit  old  ifaenma- 


or  efTzpCBOos^  1^  neecmi  SiKzibed  ti>  it  &  ipedfic  action 
*g*™«t  ftcnfie  ftitievlsu'  rfievmasiam.  And  tke  third  ajs  of 
ilB  use  in  tht  anme  affiwckHt  ^Afi  die  vreEi^e  time  required 
for  cure  is  from  fire  to  sx  & js :  tksc  the  drug  imcam  to  pro* 
tert  tiiie  p«tiait  from  eudibi:  coB^»&nsu>Di» :  (dist  tbe  conT»> 
leacenee  is  Terr  shytt :  and  ^Afi  minriL  less  stiffness  of  the 
jomts  is  left  tiozL  under  tlie  ordmarr  treAtBuiLt. 

Xerertiielesy  tib^ogh  otherwise  arrxred  at,  the  anti-riiea- 
matic  Tirtaei  of  Aconite  are  tralr  honueopathic.  I^uns  in 
tibe  joottSt  moBcles.  and  filwoas  tasoes  genexallT.  f4  a  ciitti]^» 
tearing,  and  shoodng  charafter.  are  tot  frequent  in  the 
piroir«ess;  and  thej  are  attested  hj  Bing«r  and  Schroff. 
Sdmeller,  in  the  exp<zimi»its  of  the  Tioina  Proring  Sodetj, 
dereloped  genozne  moscnlar  rhenmatism  in  his  own  back  and 
loins.*  One  of  the  Austrian  pcoTeis  had,  aheniating  with 
bis  artienhur  soffezin^  paiofol  palpitation  of  the  heart  and 
praecordial  anxietr :  and  Dr.  Joosset  sajs  that  he  has  intro- 
duced into  the  dreolation  of  rabbits  increasing  doses  of  the 
extract,  with  the  inxariaUe  resah  of  prodncing  ksions  of  the 
mitral  Talre.  Terr  painfol  hTpersmia  of  the  exes  has  been 
more  than  once  obserTedf-^  and  looks  like  sclerotitis.  LastlTy 
in  post-mortem  eiami  nations  decided  exidences  of  inflamma- 
tion of  the  plenra  andperitonemn  hare  been  found ;  and  the 
symptoms  elicited  hj  some  of  the  proTers  are  in  fall  haimon j 
therewith* 

All  this  is  in  closest  analogy  with  the  action  of  the  rhen- 
matic  poison ;  and,  in  the  hands  of  those  who  arail  themselres 
of  the  lower  potencies.  Aconite  is  reckoned  the  prime  homceo- 
pathic  remed J  for  acute  rheumatism.  In  higher  attenuations 
it  seems  to  hare  less  power,  and  is  thus  little  faroured  by 

*  BrU.  Jcmrm,  qfSom^  ri,  271. 

t  See  CMe  7  in  tbe  Sfw  Materia  Medica^  and  Cases  XT  and  W^  in 
tbe  Appendix  to  Flemxng^'s  Mono^apK, 


ACONITE.  6S 

Wnnnb ;  there  is  indeed  none  of  the  nervous  tension  here 
^lich  seems  indispensable  if  it  is  to  act  well  in  infinitesimal 
doses.    But  there  is  fever,  with  which  is  increase  of  the  fibrin 
of  the  blood ;  it  is  (ordinarily)  of  synochal  type,  and  would  by 
itielf  demand  the  remedy.     It  is  as  yet  unknown  whether 
Aconite  can  subdue  the  dangerous  hyper-pyrexia  sometimes 
observed  in  this  disease.    But  I  should  think  it  likely  to 
impede  its  supervention  by  moderating  the  ordinary  rise  of 
temperature,  which  it  unquestionably  does.     The  rheumatic 
being  a  toxsemic  fever,  and  not  departing  in  its  characteristic 
perspiration,   cannot    be  expected    to  disappear  under  the 
the  Aconite  in  a  few  hours ;  but  it  will  yield  in  good  time. 
It  is  obvious,  moreover,  that  the  supervention  of  any  of  the 
oommon  complications  of  acute  rheumatism  would  not  render 
tliis  medicine  less  truly  indicated ;  for  we  have  seen  it  acting 
limilarly  on  the  heart  and  the  serous  membranes.     It  may, 
however,  be  sometimes  aided  by  medicines  acting  more  power- 
fully upon  the  tissues  affected,  as  Bryonia  in  pleurisy,  Oolchi- 
com  in  pericai^^tis,  Spigelia  in  endocarditis. 

In  acute  local  rheumatisms,  moreover,  Aconite  is  often  most 
effectual,  as  in  stiff-neck*  or  prosopalgia  resulting  from  a 
draught,  in  lumbago,  in  rheumatic  ophthalmia,  and  in  sciatica 
where  the  sheath  of  the  nerve  is  affected.  Homoeopathy  has 
hardly  put  it  to  the  proof  in  those  chronic  rheumatic  con- 
ditions for  which  Storck  and  his  followers  have  so  lauded  it ; 
and  what  are  the  nature  and  conditions  of  its  action  here 
remains  to  be  seen. 

I  have  only  yet  to  speak  of  the  action  of  Aconite  on  the 
heart.  It  has  hitherto  been  generally  assumed  that  it  de- 
presses and  ultimately  paralyses  this  organ.  But  such  con- 
clusions have  been  arrived  at  from  cases  of  poisoning,  and 
from  experiments  on  animals  with  large  quantities.  Schroen,. 
Arnold,  and  Sharp*  in  the  homoeopathic  school  concur  to 
testify,  that  in  small  doses  it  quickens  the  cardiac  action  in 

*  Dudgeon,  p.  27,  note.    MonihUf  Horn,  Bev.,  xvii,  603. 
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man ;  and  Badolph  Boebm  has  lately  obtained  similar  results 
from  fractions  of  a  milligramme  of  Aconitine  in  frogs.*     The 
^acceleration  cannot  be,  he  sajs,  from  removal  of  inhibition 
through  paralysis  of  the  vagi ;  as  Atropine,  which  effects 
this,  leaves  the  number  of  beats  unaltered  in  the  frog.     It 
^can  only  be,  therefore,  from  excitation  of  the  motor  nervous 
supply  of  the  heart.    This  is  further  confirmed  by  the  second 
stage  of  the  phenomena  resulting  from  these  minute  quanti- 
ties.  Spasms  of  the  heart  set  in,  and  these  "  far  more  decided 
vand  outspoken  than  with  larger  doses."    The  ultimate  stage 
is,  indeed,  diastolic  absence  of  motion ;  but  this,  he  says,  is 
clearly  a  cessation  from  weariness, — the  heart  showing  all  the 
•  characters  of  an  organ  semi-paralysed  and  tired  out  by  excess 
of  activity  and  irritation.    He  calls  attention,  moreover,  to 
the  remarkable  consonance  between  the  action  of  higher  degrees 
'  of  heat  (as  observed  by  Oyon)  and  that  of  Aconitine  upon  the 
heart.    The  ''  palpitation  **  so  constantly  noted  by  the  provers 
of  Aconite  points  in  the  same  direction. 

Aconite  is  thus  perfectly  homoeopathic  to  the  condition  of 
the  heart  which  obtains  in  the  sthenic  fevers  ;  but  it  also  has 
.  an  important  place  in  primary  disorder  of  that  organ.  Of  its 
value  in  the  cardiac  inflammations  of  acute  rheumatism  I 
have  already  spoken.  It  is  very  useful  in  all  diseases  of  the 
heart  characterised  by  increased  action,  especially  where  the 
left  side  is  chiefly  involved.  Its  continued  use  gives  much 
relief  to  the  distress  of  hypertrophy.  In  one  case  of  the  rare 
spasm  of  the  heart  I  saw  almost  instantaneous  relief  follow 
its  administration ;  and  in  palpitation,  where  the  heart  retains 
its  vigour,  it  is  the  best  soother. 

The  therapeutic  powers  of  Aconite  have  now  been  passed 
in  review.  The  conclusion  is  that — ^beyond  many  minor 
applications — it  is  the  precious  remedy  which  fills  that  im* 
iportant  place  so  long  occupied  by  venesection.    It  was  Aconite 

•  Brit,  Jaum,  of  Horn.,  xxxi,  194.  The  full  account  of  tliose  experi- 
^ments  gives  a  very  different  impression  from  that  conveyed  by  Dr.  H.  C. 
Wood's  rimm^  of  them. 
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wiiichy  in  dajs  when  tlie  lancet  was  in  universal  use,  enabled 
Hahnemann  and  his  disciples  to  dispense  witli  it ;  and  it  is 
Aconite  only  wliicli  will  prevent  its  revivification  now.  Five 
Tears  ago  I  should  have  said  that  this  was  far  from  impro- 
bable. Wilks  and  Binger  had  merely  repeated  what  Fleming 
and  Bonih  in  their  time  had  proclaimed ;  and  with  these  as 
with  those  it  seemed  likely  that,  from  want  of  knowledge  how 
to  use  the  remedy,  they  would  let  it  go  again.  But  a  deex)er 
and  wider  impression  seems  now  to  have  been  made  ;  and  it 
may  be  trusted  that  throughout  the  profession  the  conviction 
ii  growing  that  in  Aconite  we  possess  a  remedy  which  has  all 
the  eneigy  without  the  inconveniences  of  bleeding,  so  that  by 
it  the  place  of  the  lancet  is  irrevocably  taken. 

As  regards  allied  medicines,  it  seems  to  me  that  Aconite  is 
perfectly  imique  as  to  its  action  in  the  sphere  of  the  circula- 
tion. The  influence  of  Arsenic,  Quinine,  and  Veratrum 
album  over  the  vaso-motor  nerves  presents  points  of  contrast 
rather  than  of  comparison :  and  the  action  of  Aconite  is  quite 
different  from  that  of  the  so-called  *'  arterial  sedatives,"  which 
in  large  doses  knock  down  fever  by  prostrating  the  heart's 
energy.  In  the  musculo-motor  sphere.  Aconite  may  be  com- 
pared with  Cieuta  and  Hydrocyanic  acid.  Its  relation  to 
rheumatism  classes  it  with  Bryoniay  Colchicum^  Aetata  race- 
noia,  and  Spigelia:  and  in  its  influence  upon  the  heart  it 
resembles  somewhat  Ca^^ttu  grandifloruSy  Naja,  and  once  again 
Spigelia, 

And  now  as  to  dose.  I  cannot  deny  that  Hahnemann's 
immediate  successors  seem  to  have  found  success  from  the 
plan  recommended  (more  or  less  theoretically)  by  him,  of 
administering  in  fever  a  single  dose  of  a  high  dilution  of 
Aconite  (18th  to  30th),  and  allowing  it  to  act.  But  it  is  no 
less  certain  that  the  homoeopathic  practice  of  the  present  day 
in  all  countries  is  to  give  frequently  repeated  doses  of  a  low 
dilation  until  the  fever  departs  in  perspiration.  I  have  myself 
never  adopted  any  other  practice  than  this :  so  that  I  have  no 
other  to  recommend  to  you.    The  dilutions  I  use  are  the  1st, 

5 


66  ACT.£A   EACEMOSA. 

3rd,  and  6tli  of  the  decimal  scale.  The  first  in  high  fever,  in 
acute  rheumatism  and  rheumatic  or  other  inflammations,  in 
cholera,  croup,  cardiac  spasm  or  angina,  and  tetanus.  The 
3rd  in  less  violent  febrile  conditions,  in  whooping-cough  and 
asthma ;  and  when  the  symptoms  requiring  the  drug  occur  in 
young  children.  The  6th  in  the  febrile  chill,  in  sub-acute 
circulatory  disturbance  connected  with  menstruation,  in 
chronic  heart  disease,  and  generally  where  the  medicine  has 
to  be  taken  continuously  for  some  time.  I  have  also,  like  Dr. 
Bayes,  used  with  advantage  in  nervous  excitement  the  12th 
and  even  the  30th ;  and  Dr.  Hempel  has  shown  that  in  such 
dilutions  it  should  be  used  even  as  an  antiphlogistic  when  the 
patient's  strength  has  been  much  reduced  by  depleting 
measures. 

I  shall  occupy  the  time  remaining  to  us  to-day  with  some 
remarks  on  the 

Actsea  racemosa. 

By  this  its  Linnsean  name  I  venture  still  to  designate  the 
plant ;  though  it  is  now  more  commonly  called — less  beautifully 
and  with  no  pleasing  suggestiveness — Cimicifuga. 

A  tincture  is  made  from  the  root.  The  "  concentrated " 
preparation  Cimicifugin,  or  Macrotin,  seems  to  contain  most, 
if  not  all,  of  the  virtues  of  the  plant ;  it  is  triturated  or  dissolved 
in  alcohol. 

ActsBa  has  been  fairly  proved,  altogether  by  nine  persons. 
The  original  experiments  may  be  found  in  the  third  volume  of 
the  North  American  Journal  of  Homoeopathy,  and  in  Dr. 
Hempel's  Materia  Medica,  Those  from  the  former  source, 
with  all  other  knowledge  regarding  the  drug,  have  been 
gathered  together  by  Dr.  Hale  in  the  article  on  the  drug  in 
his  New  Remedies. 

Drs.  Phillips  and  Horatio  Wood  concur  in  saying  that  we 
have  little  or  no  knowledge  of  the  physiological  action  of 
Actsea.    This  is  an  ignoring  of  the  labours  of  homoeopathists, 


AOT^A  EACEMOSA.  67 

18  sach,  which  is  liardlj  creditable  to  either,  and  which 
ignorance  cannot  palliate  in  the  former,  as  he  refers  to  Dr. 
Hale's  book.  Perhaps  it  would  not  be  welcome  to  either  to 
admit  that  restlessness  is  so  markedly  caused  by  it ;  for  it 
was  first  introduced  into  ordinary  practice  as  a  remedy  for 
chorea,  and  upon  the  prevailing  theory  of  medicinal  action  it 
ought  to  exercise  a  sedative  rather  than  a  disturbing  influence 
upon  the  nervous  centres.  There  is,  however,  abundant 
evidence  from  provings  and  overdosings  to  show  that  the  latter 
is  its  real  action.  Agitation  and  pain  are  the  signs  of  its 
influence  everywhere.  The  head  aches  severely,  with  especial 
involvement  of  the  eyeballs ;  the  mind  is  irritable  and  distressed, 
and  even  a  condition  resembling  delirium  tremens  has  been 
induced.  There  is  great  bodily  restlessness,  which  is  next 
door  to  jactitation,  with  pains  in  the  spine,  the  muscles  (in- 
cluding the  heart),  and  the  joints.  One  prover  had  sharp 
pleurodynia  more  than  once  during  his  experiments. 

Now,  if  the  principle  of  homoeopathy  be  sound,  Actsea  ought 
to  prove  a  remedy  for  some  forms  of  rheumatism,  and  espe- 
cially when  the  nervous  centres  and  the  muscles  are  the  seat  of 
the  disorder.  On  the  other  hand,  since  it  causes  no  febrile 
symptoms,  it  cannot  vie  with  Aconite  in  rheumatic  fever. 
Well,  this  is  just  what  experience  has  established.  In  the 
acute  and  local  muscular  rheumatisms,  as  pleurodynia, 
lumbago,  and  torticollis,  Acteea  has  gained  universal  com- 
mendation. The  only  exception  is  Dr.  Binger ;  but  he  extols 
it  highly  in  some  of  the  sub-acute  articular  forms  of  the  dis- 
ease. He  specifies  rheumatoid  arthritis,  especially  when  of 
uterine  origin,  and  when  the  pains  are  worse  at  night  and  in 
wet  or  windy  weather.  It  relieves  these,  and  the  cramps 
which  often  accompany  them,  to  a  very  considerable  extent. 
Another  form  simulates  gonorrhceal  rheumatism,  but  without 
any  history  ^f  gonorrhoea.  Here  not  only  may  the  pains  be 
almost  immediately  relieved,  but  the  joints  may  become 
supple  and  useful  again.  This  by  the  way ;  but  I  am  per- 
suaded that  it  is  in  muscular  rheumatisms  that  Actsea  wiU  A^st 
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sustain  its  reputation.  Among  these  must  be  included  the 
sufferings  which  the  heart  and  the  uterus  often  undergo  from 
the  influence  of  the  rheumatic  poison.  The  proTings  recorded 
by  Dr.  Hempel — the  experimenter  was  a  pupil  of  his — ^maike  it 
evident  that  Actsea  affects  the  heart  very  powerfully.  When 
rheumatism  attacks  this  organ,  not  setting  up  inflammation, 
but  as  it  does  other  muscles,  we  have  a  yaluable  remedy  in  our 
present  drug.  In  a  case  of  the  kind  cured  by  Dr.  Hale  the 
symptoms  resembled  angina  pectoris,  the  attacks  of  pain 
recurring  several  times  a  day.  Last,  it  is  here  (I  think)  that 
we  must  place  the  undoubted  power  of  Acteea  over  chorea* 
The  frequency  of  the  rheumatic  origin  of  this  disorder  is 
well  known;  and  Dr.  Binger  actually  states  that  it  is  only 
when  chorea  has  this  origin  that  he  finds  the  medicine 
curative. 

He  might,  however,  have  extended  its  efficacy  to  cases 
having  the  tUerua  for  their  starting-point.  Acteea  has  an 
undoubted  action  upon  this  organ ;  though  in  the  absence  of 
female  provers  we  can  say  only  that  it  is  abortifacient  and 
ecbolic,  producing  miscarriage  without  the  inflammatory  irrita- 
tion of  Sabina,  and  exciting  in  labour  less  unremitting  con* 
tractions  than  Secale.  But  its  therapeutic  virtues  in  thia 
region  are  numerous  and  well  established.  It  is  especially 
when  the  uterus  is  presimiedly  rheumatic  that  it  influences  it 
for  good,  relieving  dysmenorrhoea  and  after-pains,  checking 
the  tendency  to  abortion,  and  facilitating  parturition.  When, 
the  "irritable  uterus"  is  traceable  to  this  origin,  Actsea  helps 
it  greatly.  But  beyond  this,  when  morbid  uterine  conditions 
show  themselves  elsewhere  than  in  the  organ  itself  by  the 
pains  and  agitations  characteristic  of  the  drug,  it  comes^ 
potently  to  their  relief.  It  cures  uterine  epilepsy  and  hysteria ;, 
puerperal  melancholia  (the  case  published  by  the  late  Sir 
James  Simpson  is  a  brilliant  instance) ;  the  nervousness  o£ 
pregnancy;  and  the  restless  and  imhappy  state  of  mind  sa 
often  seen  in  uterine  patients.*    It  dissipates  the  infra-mam- 

*  See  cases  in  Brii.  Joum.  of  Hom^  xxri,  168, 662 ;  xxviii,  159,  248. 


ACTiBA  EACEUOSA.  69 

maiy  pain  in  unmarried  females,  whicli  the  authority  just 
named  teUs  us  ia  to  the  uterus  what  pain  in  the  shoulder  is  to 
the  liver;  and  also  pains  in  the  mammsB  themselves  so 
arising.  It  is  above  all  useful  in  the  sufferings  of  the 
climacteric  age,  relieving  the  sinking  at  the  stomach  (which  is 
one  of  its  marked  pathogenetic  symptoms),  the  pain  at  the 
vertex,  and  the  irritability  of  disposition  better  than  any  other 
medicine. 

While  connecting  the  influence  of  Actsea  on  muscular  tissue 
with  that  of  the  rheumatic  poison,  I  have  no  idea  of  limiting  its 
remedial  power  to  rheumatic  myoses.  It  has  removed  simple 
myalgia  when  not  traceable  (as  with  Arnica)  to  fatigue.  Of 
this  I>r.  Madden  has  recorded  some  instances ;  and  one  of  very 
striking  character  in  which  the  diaphragm  was  the  seat  of  the 
Section,  and  where  he  was  not  only  physician  but  patient. 
The  malady  had  lasted  nine  years ;  and  the  narrative  of  its 
diagnosis  and  cure  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  things  in 
medical  literature.  It  is  to  be  read  in  the  twenty -fifth  volume 
<i  the  British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy  (p.  493). 

The  same  remark  applies  to  the  nervous  centres.  It  may 
tie  only  rheumatic  chorea  in  which  Actseais  curative,  but  there 
'are  certainly  other  nervous  affections  in  which  no  such  origin 
<a!a  be  traced,  and  in  which  nevertheless  the  medicine  acts 
perfectly  welL  We  have  seen  this  in  the  uterine  neuroses  ; 
but  it  holds  good  no  less  elsewhere.  Thus  Dr.  Hale  has  seen 
it  usefulness  in  the  sleeplessness  of  children,  from  dentition  or 
otherwise,  and  Dr.  Phillips  in  the  hypochondriasis  of  sperma- 
iofriicea ;  it  has  also  more  than  once  removed  the  spasms  of 
•eerebro-spinal  meningitis. 

The  power  of  Actaea  over  pulmonary  affections  is  as  yet 
doubtful ;  though  it  has  some  reputation  in  those  of  "  rheu- 
matic **  ongin  and  character. 

Last,  as  to  the  eyes.  I  have  mentioned  before  the 
severe  pain  in  the  forehead  and  eyeballs  caused  by  the  drug ; 
tins  is,  indeed,  the  characteristic  symptom  of  Actsaism.  Dr. 
Angell  htm  been  led  to  use  it  largely,  in  the  form  of  Macro- 
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tin,  in  eje-affections.  He  commends  it  in  **  aocommodatiye^ 
retinal,  and  muscular  asthenopia;  in  photophobia  &om 
asthenopia ;  and  in  hypersamia  of  the  conjunctiva,  iris,  choroid^ 
and  retina,  due  to  prolonged  exertion  of  myopic  or  hyperme-- 
tropic- eyes." 

Acteea  may  be  compared  with  CaidophyUum  and  SecaiU 
in  its  uterine  relations ;  and  with  Aconite  in  its  influence  over 
rheumatic  disorders.  Its  effects  on  the  nervous  system  some- 
what resemble  those  of  the  last  medicine  and  of  Arsenicum, 
but  they  acre  sui  generis. 

It  is  used  in  homoeopathic  practice  mainly  in  the  dilutions^ 
from  the  first  decimal  to  the  third  centesimal. 


LECTURE  V, 

inCULUS^  ^THUSA^  AOABICUS^  AONUS  CASTUS^  AILANTHUS^ 
ALLIUM    CEFA  AND   SATIVUM^   ALOES. 

We  will  begin  to-day's  lecture  with  the 

iEsculus  liippoca43taimin. 

This  medicine — ^the  horse-chestnut — ^is  known  only  in 
honMBopathic  practice.  A  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  nut, 
and  is  certainly  efficacious.  Pharmaceutically,  however,  it 
would  seem  better  to  make  triturations ;  which  indeed  were 
mainly  used  in  the  proyings. 

iBsculus  was  first  proved — on  seven  persons — by  Dr. 
Buchmann  ;  an  account  of  his  experiments  is  translated  from 
the  Vtertdjahrschrift  in  the  eighteenth  volume  of  the  British 
Jtmmai  of  Homoeopathy.  In  Dr.  Hale's  New  Bemediea  six  more 
provings  are  detailed,  and  the  many  reports  of  its  clinical  use 
which  have  appeared  in  Homoeopathic  journals  are  brought 
together. 

The  region  most  constantly  and  strongly  affected  by  ^sculus 
if  that  of  the  rectum  and  anus.  No  prover  escaped  its  in- 
fluence here ;  and,  beyond  the  many  forms  of  distress  experi- 
enced by  others,  in  one  not  previously  subject  to  hsamorrhoids 
these  morbid  growths  were  produced.  Correspondingly, 
JEacvlus  has  acquired  a  high  reputation  in  the  homoeopathic 
school  as  an  anti-hsemorrhoidal  medicine.  I  have  several 
times  affirmed  and  illustrated  its  value  ;*  and  Dr.  Hale  cites 
numerous  testimonies  of  like  import.    The  form  of  the  disease 

•  Brii.  Jouru.  of  Horn.,  xxiii,  249,  486 ;  xtv,  428.    Mtmnal  of  Thsra- 
fetHes,  j^  290. 
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in  which  it  seems  specially  efficient  is  that  in  which  the  only 
connected  symptom  or  appreciable  cause  is  constipation^  and 
where  there  is  much  pain  bat  little  bleeding.  It  may  be  used 
with  advantage  in  other  rectal  troubles,  where  congestion  and 
pain  are  present ;  herein  resembling  Aloes  and  Collinsonia. 

Aching  in  the  lumbo-sacral  region  is  very  marked  in  the 
provers  of  ^sculus,  and  is  a  well-known  concomitant  of 
hsBmorrhoids.  Dr.  Guernsey  attaches  great  importance  to 
this  pain  as  a  ''  key-note  "  for  the  remedy.  He  considers  it 
situated  in  the  sacro-iiiac  symphysis.  ''  The  pain''  he  writes 
''  in  this  region  is  not  severe,  more  a  sensation  of  painful  weak- 
ness, and  is  brought  on  by  exercise  and  relieved  by  rest.  When 
attempting  to  walk  about  or  attend  to  usual  occupations  the 
back  '  gives  out/  and  the  patient  is  obliged  to  rest."  When 
this  symptom  occurs  in  connection  with  disorder  of  the  rectum 
or  the  sexual  organs,  we  are  (he  says)  to  think  of  ^sculus. 

When  first  writing  about  ^sculus  I  called  attention  to  its 

action  on  the  throat,  where  it  has  caused  a  dark-red  congestion 

'Of  the  fauces,  with  dryness  and  soreness,  similar  to  that  which 

is  set  up  in  the  rectum.    I  mentioned  then  a  case  in  which  it 

had  removed  such  a  condition  when  occurring  idiopathically ; 

;and  Dr.  Meyhoffer  has  since  put  another  on  record,  in  which 

^constipation  and  hsBmorrhoids  co-existed,  and  all  yielded  to 

iihe  remedy.*    He  writes  also   in  his  valuable  treatise  On 

Chrome  Diseases  of  the  Organs  of  Respiration  (vol.  i,  p.  373) — 

'^From    ^sculus    hippocastanum    we    have    often    derived 

.^^reat  satisfaction  when  bronchial  Irritation  was  influenced  by 

.-a  gouty  diathesis  or  abdominal  congestion,  accompanied  by 

dilatation  and  inflammation  of  the  hsemorrhoidal  veins  and 

•constipation.'' 

In  the  American  Observer  for  April,  1874,  Dr.  Hart,  of 
Wyoming,  has  some  interesting  remarks  on  ^sculus.  He 
'extends  its  sphere  to  all  active  abdominal  and  pelvic  conges- 
tions, especially  when  characterised  by  a  sense  of  throbbing ; 
and  speaks  warmly  of  its  value  herein. 

*  Brit,  Joum,  of  Horn,,  zxrii,  549. 
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.£8Colii8  aeenui  to  act  the  better  for  dilution  to  some  extent. 
The  second  and  third  potencies  have  been  those  I  have  used, 
and  Dr.  Hart  gets  his  results  with  the  sixth. 

I  hare  next  to  speak  of  the 

^thusa  cynapium. 

This  is  the  ^garden  hemlock/'  the  "fools'  parsley"  of 
popular  nomenclature.  The  tincture  is  prepared  from  the 
whole  fresh  plant  for  homoeopathic  practice,  in  which  alone  it 
it  used. 

A  pathogenesis  of  JSthusa  was  published  by  HarUaub  and 
Trinks  in  the  fourth  volume  of  their  Anncden  (1833).  An 
analysis  of  this,  with  the  sources  of  the  cited  symptoms  in  full, 
if  giren  by  Dr.  Both  in  the  second  volume  of  the  Bevue  de  la 
Matiere  Medicale  Specifique.  In  1847  Dr.  Petroz  published 
another  pathogenesis,  consisting  of  symptoms  observed  by 
himself.*  Dr.  Both  has  combined  the  two  collections,  with 
rerision  and  additions,  in  his  Materia  Medica  (I.  169).  His 
article  is  translated  by  Metcalf .  The  cases  of  poisoning  on 
leoord  are  pretty  fully  given  by  Hempel. 

The  result  of  Dr.  Both's  examination  of  the  pathogenesis 
of  Hartlaub  and  Trinks  is  to  leave  it  much  discredited  ;  as 
nearly  all  the  symptoms  were  supplied  by  Nenning,  whose 
contributions  to  the  Materia  Medica  are  of  very  dubious 
Tilue.  But  Dr.  John  Harley  would  leave  us  still  more  desti- 
tute. In  an  article  in  the  fourth  volume  of  the  St.  Thomas's 
Hoqntal  Reports  he  examines  the  recorded  cases  of  poisoning 
bj  iBihusa,  and  records  eighteen  experiments  of  his  own; 
'Coming  to  the  conclusion  that  toxicologists  have  hitherto  been 
under  a  delusion,  and  that  the  fools'  parsley  is  a  harmless 
plant.  I  confess  that  although  his  experiments  have  much 
negative  force,  I  do  not  feel  satisfied  with  the  principles 
on   which    he    determines  the    validity    of    the    poisoning 

*  See  bij  iStmdss  de  la  Th^rapeutique,  &c,  Ed.  Cretin,  Paris,  1864; 
tk^TttU'BMaUriaMidiea. 
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cases,  and  must  think  the  question  still  8uhjucUce»  However 
it  be  determined,  the  therapeutic  virtues  of  the  drug  maj  yet 
be  believed ;  and  jou  must  allow  me  for  the  present  to  connect 
them  with  its  physiological  effects  as  hitherto  accepted. 

iBthusa  is  a  poison  of  no  mean  intensity.  One  of  the  nar* 
cotico-acrids  of  toxicology,  its  irritant  influence  is  manifested 
not  so  much  by  inflammation  as  by  pain,  which  is  generally 
very  severe.  The  nervous  symptoms  are  convulsive,  somewhat 
epileptiform  in  character ;  in  one  case  (in  a  child)  it  is  noted 
that  the  thumbs  were  bent  inwards,  and  the  eyes  turned  down- 
wards. The  lower  jaw  is  tetanically  fixed.  In  less  severe  casea 
there  is  much  complaint  of  headache  ;  the  face  is  usually  red, 
and  in  one  instance  the  e^ea  were  painfully  inflamed  aud  the 
cheeks  oedematous.  As  regards  the  provings,  I  have  spoken 
of  those  of  Hartlaub  and  Trinks.  No  information  is  given  aa 
to  the  manner  in  which  Petroz'  observations  were  made  ;  nor 
is  there  anything  very  specific  about  them,  except  pain  and 
swelling  in  the  axillary  and  other  glands,  ^thusa  has  been 
little  used  in  practice.  From  Petroz'  experience  it  would 
seem  most  useful  in  sub-acute  inflammations  of  the  ocular  and 
palpebral  conjunctiva,  associated  with  swelling  of  the  glands- 
and  cutaneoufib  eruptions, — in  a  word,  in  mild  cases  of  strumous 
ophthalmia.  Dr.  Both  also  reports  a  cure  of  this  malady.. 
The  action  of  ^thusa  on  the  eyes  deserves  further  investiga* 
tion.  Kallenbach  speaks  very  highly  of  its  value  in  intoler-- 
ance  of  milk  in  children.*  I  agree  with  Mr.  Cliftonf  that  the 
inference  as  to  this  from  the  pathogenetic  symptoms  is  & 
misunderstanding ;  but  it  may  be  a  true  action  nevertheless. 
Dr.  Guernsey  entirely  confirms  it,  and  esteems  ^thusa  highly 
in  cholera  infantum.  He  says  that  "  this  remedy  is  one  of  the 
most  important  in  the  Materia  Medica,  and  is  not  so  well 
known  as  it  shoidd  be."  He  gives,  as  indications  for  it,  great 
anguish  and  crying ;  disposition  to  jump  out  of  bed  or  escape 
from  the  room ;  great  anxiety  expressed  by  the  face,  often 

*  Gazette  Somobopatkique  de  Parti,  1850,  No.  IX. 
t  Monthly  Horn,  JEteview,  xii,  399. 
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accompanied  witb  the  linea  nasalis ;  regurgitation  of  food 
an  hour  after  it  has  been  taken ;  swelling  of  external  glands 
with  lancinating  pains;  startings  preventing  sleep;  heat 
without  thirst.  It  ishould  be  of  service  in  the  convulsive 
affsctioiis  of  childhood :  Mr.  Clifton  reports  it  useful  in  these^ 
when  gastro-enteric  irritation  is  present. 

.£thusa  is  comparable  with  Cicuta  virosa  and  (Enanthe 
crocata  in  its  toxicological  effects;  with  Cistus,  Bovista^ 
Clematis,  and  Sulphur  in  its  finer  actions  and  curative  powers. 

The  6th  dilution  seems  to  have  been  that  mainly  used. 

And  now,  of 

Agaricus  muscarius. 

This  is  the  mushroom  popularly  known  as  fly  or  bug- 
agaric  ;  it  is  ihefausse  orange  of  the  French,  the  amanita  of 
the  Italians.  For  homoeopathic  practice  (in  which  alone  it  is 
now  used)  a  tincture  is  made  of  the  fresh,  or  triturations  of 
the  dried  fungus. 

The  pathogenesis  of  Agaricus  appears  first  in  the  second 
edition  of  Hahnemann's  treatise  on  Chronic  Diseases,  He 
acknowledges  ten  fellow-observers;  and  the  715  symptoms 
recorded  belong  almost  exclusively  to  these.  They  may, 
therefore,  be  largely  the  result  of  experiments  on  the  healthy, 
hough  always  (it  is  to  be  feared)  with  the  higher  infinitesi- 
mals.* There  are  but  21  symptoms  from  authors ;  so  that 
little  use  has  been  made  of  observations  of  poisoning  by  the 
fongas.  In  the  Viertetjahrschriftf  x,  3  (transl.  in  Brit.  Jowm, 
€f  Hom.^  xviii,  268)  Dr.  Both  has  analysed  the  pathogenesis 
with  condemnatory  results,  and  has  given  a  schema  of  what 
he  considers  the  genuine  effects  of  the  drug.  Since  then,  it 
has  been  re-proved  by  the  Austrian  Society  in  their  usual 
ive  manner,  imder  the  auspices  of  Prof.  Zlatarowich*. 


*  Dr.  Both  shows  that  five  of  the  symptoms  were  supposed  to  have 
Matted  fioiii  holding  a  solation  of  Agaricu9  9  or  30  in  a  fall  glass  before 
the  opfliMd  right  eye  of  a  patient. 
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Their  results  have  been  published  in  the  Oetterreichiache 
JEeUachrifl.  An  account  of  these  experiments  is  given  bj 
Hempel ;  and  in  Allen's  IhncycUypcedia  the  symptoms  obtained 
4ure  incorporated  with  Hahnemann's  and  those  of  poisonings 
^the  last  fully  given  bj  Marcy  and  Peters),  making  a  grand 
ix>tal  of  2495. 

Agaricus    appears,   from    the    poisonings    and    Austrian 

iprovings  (which  alone  I  feel  able  to  use  as  materials),  to  exert 

its  chief  influence  upon  the  nervous  centres.    Upon  the  brain 

it  acts  as  an  intoxicating  agent,  like  Alcohol,  Opium,  and 

Haschisch :  it  is  used  for  the  purpose  by  the  Kamschatkans. 

The  drunkenness  is  more  vertiginous  at  the  outset,  and  more 

^delirious  afterwards  than  that  induced  by  Alcohol :  it  is  often 

•accompanied  by  increased  muscular  force.    The  disordered 

exaggeration  of  function  ending  in  suspension,  which  intoxi- 

«cation  implies  in  the  cerebral  centres,  is  also  manifested  in  the 

other  divisions  of  the  nervous  system.    Neuralgic  pains  are 

experienced  as  though  shaip  ice  touched  the  parts,  or  cold 

needles  ran  through  the  nerves — in  this  contrasted  with  the 

Arsenic  neuralgia,  in  which  the  imaginary  needles  are  red- 

liot :  or  again,  the  sensory  nerves  lose  their  elasticity  and 

fK)wer  of  resistance,  so  that  when  even  feeble  pressure  is 

•applied  to  a  spot,  it  pains  a  long  while  after.    But  the  motor 

'Centres  suffer  most  severely.    Tremors  and  quite  choreiform 

twitchings  are  produced  by  it;  convulsions  of  epileptiform 

type  are  not  uncommon  in  poisonings ;  and  in  several  of  the 

3)rovers  were  developed  symptoms  of  a  profound  affection  of 

the  spinal  cord.    Here  are  the  symptoms  obtained  by  Surgeon 

Baumgartner.     While  taking   some  of  the  lower   decimal 

attenuations  he  had  pain  between  the  eighth  and  ninth  dorsal 

vertebrsB,  heaviness  and  languor  in  the  lower  extremities,  and  a 

^sensation  of  coldness  in  the  glutei  muscles.    Under  large 

■doses  of  the  mother  tincture  the  latter  symptoms  increased, 

the  gait  became  imsteady,  and  formication  was  felt  in  the 

feet.    The  pain  was  then  felt  also  in  the  region  of  the  first 

.and  second  lumbar  vertebrae,  and  in  the  sacrum.  Next  followed 
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paralytic  weakness  of  the  sphincter  ani  and  involuntary 
dribbling  of  the  urine.  Three  hundred  drops  caused,  among 
other  symptoms,  "lassitude  and  trembling  of  the  lower 
extremities ;  coldness  and  insensibility  of  the  glutei  muscles ;, 
continoal  twitching  in  the  small  of  the  back  and  the  lower 
extremities  ;  sensation  as  if  a  cool  current  of  air  were  passing 
from  the  spuie  over  the  whole  body."  The  prover  experienced 
a  fulness  and  a  sensation  of  weight,  with  pressure,  in  the- 
small  of  the  back,  a  creaking  in  the  fingers  and  toes  when 
moring  them,  with  stinging  pains  in  the  same,  and  in  the 
integuments  generally.  Another  prover,  after  taking  ten» 
drops  of  the  mother  tincture,  was  suddenly  attacked  with  a 
violent  stitch  in  the  small  of  the  back,  attended  with  vertiga 
and  nausea,  so  that  he  had  to  vomit;  the  pain  gradually 
extending  along  the  whole  spine,  as  far  as  the  medulla 
oUongata.  On  touching  the  vertebral  column,  it  was  painful 
iQ  several  places.  I^of .  Zlatarovich  himself  had  "  crawling 
and  pricking  sensation  in  the  nerves,  a  feeling  of  painful 
tension  in  the  fascia  of  the  thigh,  painf ulness  of  the  spinal 
column,  drawing  and  tensive  pain  in  the  spinal  cord,  and  occa- 
nonal  fugitive  pains  in  the  track  of  the  spinal  nerves." 

There  are  many  other  characteristic  symptoms  induced  by 
Agaricus,  which  as  yet  defy  classification.  Thus  the  mucous 
membranes  are  found  coated  with  a  yellow  mucus ;  on  the 
skin  a  lichenous  eruption  (lichen  pilaris  urticatus)  has  been 
developed,  with  crawling,  stinging,  and  burning ;  the  liver 
is  seen  in  autopsies  greatly  enlarged;  pains,  as  though 
innumerable  splinters  were  in  them,  are  felt  in  the  muscles, 
especially  in  the  deltoid,  where  a  small  abscess  even  developed 
itKlf .  The  testicles  were  much  retracted  in  several  provers  j. 
azid  the  urine  often  had  a  whitish  sediment,  which  one  tested 
and  found  to  be  Phosphate  of  Magnesia. 

The  use  of  Agaricus  has  been  hardly  commensurate  with  its 
phyaiological  importance.  It  is  quite  disused  in  ordinary 
practice,  though  formerly  reputed  in  epilepsy,  to  which  it  is 
homceopatJiic   enough.    In  our  practice  it  has  often  cured 


78  AOAEICUS  MUSCARIUS. 

chorea,  to  the  idiopathic  form  of  which  it  is  a  precise  simile :  it 
is  said  to  be  especially  indicated  when  the  twitchings  cease 
during  sleep.  Dr.  Both,  from  his  study  of  its  toxicological 
effects,  recommended  it  in  ataxic  typhus ;  and  Dr.  Drysdale 
has  recorded  two  cases  of  this  form  of  the  fever  in  which  it 
proved  effective  in  his  hands.*  Some  of  its  spinal  symptoms 
point  to  congestion  of  the  cord ;  but  most  of  them,  I  think, 
belong  to  that  ill-imderstood  condition  which  we  call 
spinal  irritation.  Mr.  Clifton,  in  some  interesting  observa- 
tion on  Agaricus,t  speaks  of  having  gained  much  advantage 
from  its  use  in  this  complaint.  He  also  commends  it  from 
experience  in  delirium  tremens  and  its  non-alcoholic  analogue, 
in  enlargement  of  liver  and  spleen,  and  in  chilblains.  It  is 
thoroughly  homoeopathic  to  the  last-named  trouble,  judging 
from  S.  1947  of  Allen's  pathogenesis;  and  Dr.  Guernsey 
considers  chilblains  a  key-note  for  the  remedy.  Some  other 
uses  of  the  drug  have  been  collected  in  an  article  in  the 
sixth  volume  of  the  Bibliotheque  Hoinceopalhique ;  and 
Hahnemann  says — "  Apelt  has  foimd  this  drug  service- 
able in  pains  of  the  upper  jaw-bone  and  the  teeth ;  also  in 
pains  of  the  bones  of  the  lower  extremities  (as  if  in  the 
marrow),  in  confluent  eruptions  of  itching  papules  of  the 
size  of  a  millet-seed,  and  in  lassitude  after  coition." 

The  medicines  most  allied  to  Agaricus  seem  to  be  Cannabis 
Indica,  Hyoscyamus,  and  Opium. 

The  lower  medium  dilutions  (3-6),  and  not  uncommonly 
the  mother  tincture,  have  been  employed. 

Before  leaving  Agaricus,  I  must  say  a  few  words  about  the 
alkaloid  which  has  been  recently  obtained  from  it  and  called 

Mtiscaria.  It  had  been  noted  of  old|  that  in  some  cases  of 
poisoning  by  fungi  the  powA  of  the  vascular  system  was 

*  Brit,  Joum,  of  Horn,,  xxi,  401.    Dr.  Simmons  reports  a  still  larger 
experience  of  the  same  tenor  (see  Bayes  in  loc.). 
f  Monthly  Jlom.  Review,,  xii,  400. 
{  See  Pereira,  ii,  59. 
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Temaxkably  depressed.  The  provers,  also,  inyariablj  report 
reduction  of  the  frequency  of  the  pulse.  Physiological 
experimentation  has  now  proved  that  this  property  resides  in 
the  Muscaria  of  the  fungus,  and  that  its  rationale  is  excitation 
of  the  inhibitory  fibres  of  the  vagi,  slowing  the  heart's 
action,  and  ultimately  arresting  it  in  diastole.  The  irrita- 
Inlity  of  the  organ  itself  is  unimpaired ;  and  a  dose  of 
Atropine,  which  depresses  the  inhibition,  sets^it  going  again. 
M.  Prevost,  of  Geneva,  has  lately  instituted  experiments 
which,  confirming  these  results,  show  that  Muscaria  has 
much  power  over  the  secretions,  increasing  the  lachrymal, 
salivary,  hepatic,  and  pancreatic,  but  diminishing  the  renal 
to  entire  suppression.  Atropine  is  antidotal  to  it  on  all  sides 
in  this  sphere  also ;  so  that  the  whole  action  is  probably 
neurotic. 

No  application  has  yet,  to  my  knowledge,  been  made  of 
these  properties  of  Muscaria. 

Mv  next  medicine  is 

■r 

Agnus  castus. 

This  plant  is  only  used  in  homoeopathic  practice.  A 
tincture  is  made  from  the  berries  in  the  usual  way. 

The  pathogenesis  of  Agnus  castus  is  in  Stapf  s  Additional 
Provings:  and  it  is  prefaced  by  a  summary  of  all  that  is 
known  concerning  the  drug.  The  provers  were  Hahnemann 
and  six  others. 

The  name  of  this  plant  hints  at  its  special  action  ;  and  its 
history  points  the  same  way.  It  was  used  by  Athenian 
women  during  religious  solemnities,  and  by  mediaeval  monks, 
to  repress  carnal  desire.  Its  provings  show  that  it  really  has 
this  property,  depressing  sexual  instinct  and  energy  without 
previous  excitation.  It  is  even  reported  to  have  caused  in 
one  case  permanent  extinction  of  virility.  Its  therapeutic  use 
has  accordingly  been  directed  against  atonic  conditions  of  the 
sexual  organs.     In  the  hands  of  Drs.  Stapf  and  Marcy  it  has 
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cured  simple  impotence  in  males  :  and  Dioscorides  states  that 
it  promotes  menstruation  and  the  secretion  of  milk.  Its- 
elective  affinity  for  the  sexual  organs  seems  even  to  render  it 
effectual  against  their  local  diseases ;  for  it  is  said  to  have 
been  occasionally  curative  of  gonorrhoea,  gleet,  induration  of 
the  testes,  and  leucorrhcea.  Dr.  Guernsey  considers  as  cha- 
racteristic of  Agnus  castus  a  mental  state  in  which  the 
patient  thinks  that  it  is  of  no  use  to  do  anything,  as  death  is 
sure  to  come  soon.  This  is  different  from  what  obtains  with 
Aconite,  where  there  is  fear  of  immediate  death. 

Baryta  carbonica  and  muriatica,  Camphora,  Conium,. 
Kuphar  lutea.  Phosphorus,  and  Phosphoric  acid  are  the 
medicines  which  in  the  sexual  sphere  invite  comparison  with 
Agnus  castus. 

Drs.  Marcy  and  Stapf  both  report  the  6th  dilution  as  that 
with  which  their  success  was  obtained. 

I  have  now  to  introduce  you  to  the 

Ailanthus  glandulosa. 

A  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  flowers  of  this  plant,  the 
"  tree  of  heaven,"  as  it  is  popularly  called. 

Some  few  provings  of  the  plant  have  been  made,  and  are 
collected  in  the  article  on  it  in  Allen's  EncyclopcBdia,  But  its 
real  history  as  a  medicine  is  to  be  found  in  the  three  papers 
to  which  I  shall  presently  refer. 

The  story  of  Ailanthus  is  a  very  interesting  one.  One  of 
our  most  accomplished  American  physicians.  Dr.  Wells  of 
Brooklyn,  supplies  its  first  chapter.*  A  child  of  his  own  was 
seizQd  with  all  the  symptoms  of  the  invasion  of  malignant 
scarlet  fever.  There  was  "violent  vomiting;  severe  head- 
ache ;  intolerance  of  light ;  dizziness ;  hot,  red  face ;  inability 
to  sit  up ;  rapid,  small  pulse ;  drowsiness,  and  at  the  same 
time  great  restlessness ;  much  anxiety ;  two  hours  later,  the 

*  Amer.  Som.  Seview,  W,  385. 
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drowsiness  had  beoome  insensibility,  with  ooilstant  muttering 
deliriiim;  and  she  did  not  recognise  the  members  of  her 
Csmily*  She  was  nowoovered,  in  patches,  with  an  eruption  of 
miliaiy  rash,  with  efiorescence  between  its  points,  ail  of  a 
dark,  almost  a  lirid  colour ;  the  eruption  was  more  profuse 
upon  the  forehead  and  face  than  elsewhere."  Dr.  Wells 
gave  up  his  child  for  lost.  But  in  a  few  hours  a  change 
came  about  which  gave  a  new  aspect  to  the  case ;  and  inquiry 
ascertained  that  she  had  largely  sucked  the  juice  of  the  stalks 
of  the  Ailanthus.  Dr.  Wells  ends  his  communication  by 
suggesting  the  plant  as  a  possible  aid  in  those  frightful  cases 
of  scarlatina  which  prove  fatal  m  the  first  stage,  with  the 
symptoms  of  cerebral  toxication. 

This  was  written  in  1864.  But,  published  in  a  journal 
litUe  known,  it  seemed  to  have  made  no  impression.  In 
1867,  however,  Mr.  Pope,  discerning  the  significance  and 
value  of  these  facts,  called  the  attention  of  English  readers 
to  them.*  His  remarks  soon  bore  fruit.  In  1868,  Dr. 
Chalmers  found  himself  in  the  midst  of  an  epidemic  of 
malignant  scarlatina.  New  at  that  time  to  the  use  of 
homcBopathic  remedies,  he  was  disappointed  (as  we  have  all 
probably  been)  at  their  action  here ;  though  allopathy  had 
nothing  better  to  offer  him.  His  attention  was  then  called 
to  Mr.  Pope's  paper.  He  procured  the  Ailanthus,  and  at 
once  foimd  that  he  had  the  agent  he  needed.  The  fever  was 
characterised  by  a  dark-coloured  and  partial  eruption;  and 
the  effects  of  the  medicine  were  constantly  shown  in  the 
change  of  this  to  a  rash  more  brightohued  and  general. 
With  this  there  was  a  marked  diminution  in  the  frequency, 
with  more  regularity  and  firmness,  of  the  pulse,  along  with 
restoration  to  consciousness.  *^  The  result  of  the  treatment  by 
4his  drug  was,  and  is,  to  me  "  he  writes  "  a  source  of  sincere 
gratification  and  thankfulness."t 

1  have  seen  no  records  of  the  use  of  Ailanthus  since  ;  but 

*  MoiUhUf  ffom,  Review,  xi,  286. 
t  Ibid.,  xii,  713. 
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from  private  information  I  have  reason  to  know  that  it  follj^ 
answers  expectation.  Dr.  Madden  nsed  to  tell  me — and 
there  was  (alas!  that  it  should  be  **  was  ")  no  better  observer 
— ^that  from  what  he  had  seen  of  its  action  in  London,  he  had 
no  doubt  of  its  direct  specificily  and  eminent  value. 

There  are  other  lesser  physiological  actions  and  thera- 
peutical uses — possible  or  actual — of  Ailanthus ;  but  I  prefer 
letting  this  nuun  one  stand  by  itself,  illustrating  so  vividly  as 
it  does  the  fruitfulness  of  the  law  of  similars. 

In  Dr.  Chalmers'  cases,  and  by  Dr.  Madden,  the  first 
decimal  was  the  dilution  used. 

Tou  may  be  amused  when,  as  my  next  medicine,  I  mention 
the  common  onion.  You  will  find,  however,  if  you  read  Dr. 
Hering's  pre&ice  to  its  proving,  that  this  vegetable  was  highly 
esteemed  as  a  remedy  by  the  ancients,  and  was  credited  with; 
considerable  pathogenetic  power.    We  prepare  the 

Allinm  cepa 

by  making  a  tincture  from  the  bulb  of  the  long  red. onion. 

Dr.  Hering  proved  the  onion,  chiefly  in  the  mother  tincture,, 
on  some  dozen  persons  in  1847.  His  results,  with  the  state- 
ments of  old  authors  about  it,  form  one  of  the  pathogeneses 
of  his  Amerikaniache  Armieijprufungen^  and  are  translated 
therefrom  in  Allen's  EncydopcRdia. 

It  is  evident  from  this  proving  that  the  well-known  irrita- 
tion of  the  eyes  and  nose  produced  by  the  emanations  from 
the  onion  are  specific  effects,  as  they  also  result  from  the 
internal  use  of  the  tincture.  It  is  hence  recommended  for 
fluent  coryza  and  other  nasal  defluxions ;  Dr.  Guernsey  says, 
with  acrid  secretion.  Whether  it  is  needed  to  occupy  a  place  in 
the  treatment  of  these  conditions  which  Euphrasia,  Arsenicum, 
or  Eali  hydriodicum  do  not  fill,  experience  only  can  decide. 

In  these  medicines  I  have  named  the  analogues  of  Allium 
oepa  in  its  relation  to  the  conjunctival  and  nasal  mucous  mem- 
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Iniie.    Dr.  Hexing  thinks  it  occupies  a  middle  place  between 
Aconite  and  Ipecacuanha. 

The  transition  from  onions  to  garlic  is  as  natural  as  it  is 
slphabeticaL    We  will  speak  of 

Allinm  sativum. 

A  tincture  prepared  like   that  of  Allium   cepa  is  used  in 
homoeopathic  practice. 

A  pathogenesis  of  garlic,  with  clinical  remarks,  was  pre- 
sented by  the  late  Dr.  Petroz  to  the  Soci^t^  GhUicane  in 
1852,  and  published  in  the  third  volume  of  its  joumaL  It  is 
tninslatod,  with  additional  symptoms  and  therapeutic  notes, 
by  Teste  in  his  McUeria  Medica ;  and  some  further  additions 
are  made  by  Allen. 

Eructations  with  salivation ;  profuse  whitish  urine,  which 
becomes  cloudy  on  the  addition  of  Nitric  acid ;  much  cough, 
with  glutinous  mucus  and  pains  beneath  the  ribs ;  swelling 
and  tenderness  of  the  mammm ;  and  severe  pain  in  the  con- 
joined psoas  and  iliacus  muscles  when  put  in  action,  seem  the 
most  characteristic  symptoms  of  Allium  sativum.  It  has 
cured  chronic  cough,  with  profuse  mucous  expectoration  :  and 
morbid  sensibility  to  the  influence  of  cold  air.  Petroz  wrote 
cf  it — *^  Allmm  sativum  has  been  of  remarkable  service  in 
fiiiffl  where  the  herpetic  diathesis  has  manifested  itself  in  the 
lespiratoiy  or  digestive  mucous  membranes.''  He  considered 
a  pale  red  appearance  of  the  tongue,  with  effaced  papillae, 
pathognomonic  of  this  affection.  The  old  authors  esteemed 
garlic  an  excellent  remedy  for  *'  phlegm." 

The  6th  dilution  was  most  probably  that  used  by  |Petroz 
and  Teste. 

My  next  medicine  is  one  familiar  to  you  as  a  purgative, 
though  new  as  a  specific  remedy.    I  speak  of 
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Aloes. 

Of  the  best  Soootrine  Aloes  we  make  a  solution  in  proof 
spirit  for  onr  tincture. 

A  copious  pathogenesis  of  Aloes,  obtained  from  twenty-four 
proverSy  mainly  with  material  doses,  is  contained  in  Hering's 
Afnerikaniache  Arssneiprufungen.  Some  fresh  provings  are 
incorporated  in  Allen's  Encychpoedia,  where  the  medicine  has 
1180  symptoms. 

Although,  as  I  say,  you  have  hardly  thought  of  Aloes  as  a 
specific  remedy,  yet  you  know  a  good  deal  about  its  specific 
action.  Tou  know  that  it  is  no  mere  aperient,  but  has  pecu- 
liar properties.  That  it  purges,  however  introduced  into  the 
system ;  that  it  affects  the  large  intestine  only,  especially  the 
•rectum ;  that  here  abo  it  excites  the  action  of  the  muscular 
coat  rather  than  the  secretions  of  the  mucous  membrane, 
•being  thus  (as  Dr.  Druitt  calls  it)  ''  eccoprotic ;"  that  it  not 
omfrequently  irritates  the  rectum  and  anus,  causing  heat, 
tenesmus,  and  even  hemorrhoids ;  and  that  the  determination 
•of  blood  it  induces  towards  the  lower  bowel  extends  itself 
ttlso  to  the  other  pelvic  viscera,  so  that  the  bladder  becomes 
irritated,  and  menstruation  excited, — ^these  are  the  teachings 
•of  every  work  on  Materia  Medica.  Our  provings  confirm 
them  in  every  particular.  They  add  evidence  that  the  sexual 
instinct  also  is  excited :  that  the  whole  abdomen  shares  though 
to  a  less  degree  in  the  congestion  of  the  pelvis,  becoming 
distended  and  tender;  that  there  is  (as  Wedekind  long  ago 
taught)  a  decided  Action  on  the  liver,  shown  mainly  by  dull 
pain  there ;  and  that,  probably  in  sympathy  with  these  affec- 
tions, a  heavy  headache  is  caused  by  the  drug.  Burning  of 
the  anus  and  tendency  to  involuntary  stool  are  also  marked 
symptoms  in  the  provers. 

The  use  of  Aloes  in  the  Homoeopathic  school  has  hitherto 
been  pretty  well  confined  to  dysentery.  It  is  especially  indi- 
cated where  the  rectum  is  much  affected,  where  the  tenesmus 
is  severe,  and  where  there  is  faintness  after  each  stool.    Dr. 
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Holoombe  writes — "  Aloes  3rd,  a  single  pellet,  once  cured  for 
me  alinofit  instantaneously  a  tenesmus  which  had  endured 
for  a  week  or  ten  days  after  recovery  from  dysentery." 
It  should  be  useful  in  some  cases  of  piles,  where  the 
chaiacteristic  symptoms  exist;  also  in  pelvic'  congestions 
in  general.*  Dr.  P.  P.  Wells  recommends  it  for  "a 
peculiar  heavy,  dull,  pressing  pain  in  the  forehead,  of  no 
great  severity,  but  which  indisposes  to  or  even  incapacitates 
for  all  exertion,  especially  for  intellectual  labour."  Also  for 
a  sense  of  insecurity  in  the  bowels,  as  if  diarrhoea  might 
occur  at  any  minute, — ^which  is  especially  prevalent  during  an. 
epidemic  of  Asiatic  cholera.  Dr.  Peters  suggests  Aloes  as 
the  specific  remedy  for  the  ''  hemorrhoidal  congestions  "  of 
various  parts  described  by  Schonlein, — if  these  be  anything^ 
more  than  pathological  abstractions.  Aloes  is  said  to  have 
cued  falling  of  the  hair.  Teste  promulgates  some  curious 
experience  on  this  subject.  "  Aloes,  in  the  6th  dilution,  pro- 
duces and  cures  ^ling  of  the  hair  in  adults.  Upon  one  of 
the  persons  who  lent  himself  to  my  experimentation,  this. 
phenomenon  was  so  marked,  that  a  lock  of  white  hair  whi<^ 
this  person  had  on  the  top  of  his  head,  in  consequence  of  a 
blow  received  on  this  part  twenty  years  before,  completely 
recovered  its  black  hue,  like  the  rest  of  his  hair.  But,  in 
O(»npensation,  the  temples  were  garnished  with  white  hair, 
which,  however,  disappeared  the  following  month." 

JEsevhUf  Collinsoniaj  Nux  vomieaf  and  Sulphur  compare 
with  Aloes. 

In  dysentery,  the  potencies  from  the  1st  to  the  3rd  have- 
been  used.  Teste,  as  he  mentions,  gives  the  6th ;  and  Dr.. 
Wells  prefers  the  200th. 

*  See  a  case  of  my  own  in  the  BrU,  Joum,,  xxvii,  336. 


LECTURE  VI, 

ALUMEN^  ALUMINA,  AMBRA,  AMMONIUM  CABBONICUM  AND 
MUBIATICUM,  AMYL  NITRITE,  ANACARDIUM,  ANTIMO- 
NIUM    CRUDUM   AND   TARTARICUM. 

We  begin  to-daj  with  the  well-known  sulphate  of  Alumi- 
nium and  Potassium, 

Alumen, 

or,  as  commonly  called.  Alum.  It  was  prepared  bj  tritura- 
tion in  the  provings,  but  the  British  Homceopathic  Pharmaoo- 
pcBia  directs  aqueous  solutions  to  be  made. 

Alum  has  been  proved  bj  ten  persons  in  the  third  and 
higher  attenuations.  The  symptoms  obtained  were  published 
by  Dr.  Hering  in  his  Materia  Mediea^  and  are  also  to  be  found 
in  Allen's  EncydopiBdia. 

Of  this  proving  I  cannot  say  much  as  yet ;  and  little  use 
has  been  made  of  the  medicine  in  homceopathic  practice.  I 
should  not  have  thought  that  it  had  any  action  beyond  that 
which  it  exerts  as  an  astringent,  were  it  not  for  the  high  com* 
mendation  it  receives  from  many  quarters  in  lead  colic  and 
constipation,  where  it  must  surely  act  as  a  simile.  It  should 
be  tried  for  the  disorder  in  small  doses,  should  Opium  ever 
fail  in  our  hands. 

I  can,  of  course,  say  nothing  at  present  of  allied  medicines 
or  dose. 
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And  now  for 

Alumina, 

ihe  oxide  of  AlnTniniinn.    It  is  prepared  by  trituration. 

Alnmina  was  proTed  bj  Hahnemann  for  the  second  edition 
of  the  Chronic  DiaeaseSf  where  it  has  1161  symptoms  from 
himself  and  five  fellow-observers.  I  think  you  will  learn 
most  of  the  drug's  sphere  of  action  by  reading  the  clinical 
remarks  of  Teste  and  of  Peters  and  Marcy  in  their  articles 
upon  it. 

Alnmina  seems  to  affect  chiefly  the  sexual  system  and  the 
mucous  membranes.  Teste  says,  **  I  have  often  derived  the 
greatest  advantages  from  the  use  of  this  drug  in  the  case  of 
aged  f emalesy  against  diseases  that  had  been  apparently 
seated  in  the  sexual  system,  but  whose  primary  symptoms 
had  disappeared  with  the  complete  cessation  of  the  menstrual 
periods."  It  has  cured  chronic  gonorrhoea  and  leucorrhoea, 
chronic  poet-gonorrhoeal  induration  of  the  testicles,  and  "  raised 
itching  spots  "  in  the  vulva  and  vagina.  In  the  mucous  mem- 
hfaaee,  the  characteristic  feature  indicating  Alumina  seems  to 
he  dryness  with  more  or  less  irritation.  Thus  it  has  proved 
curative  in  morbid  sensitiven^  of  the  nasal  mucous  mem- 
brane to  cold ;  in  chronic  pharyngitis  where  the  membrane 
looks  dry,  glazed,  and  red;  in  dry  hacking  coughs  from 
pharyngeal  or  laryngeal  irritation ;  in  dyspepsia  from  defi- 
cieney  of  gastric  juice;  and  in  constipation  from  lack  of 
intestinal  secretion.  It  has  also  cured  a  frequent  desire  to 
urinate  during  the  night,  occurring  in  an  old  paralytic. — ^All 
the  affections  to  which  Alumina  ib  suitable  are  of  a  chronic 
character,  and  occur  in  old  people,  or  in  dry  and  thin 
subjects.  I  have  no  experience  of  the  drug  myself:  it  is 
werj  rarely  used.  Dr.  Ouemsey  says  that  great  difficulty  in 
expulsion  even  of  a  soft  stool  is  characteristic  of  it. 

Its  analogues  are  Baryta,  Conium,  and  Plumbum ;  and  its 
those  high  in  the  scale. 
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We  will  now  speak  of  Ambergris, 

Ambra  grisea. 

The  substance,  as  met  with  in  commerce,  is  triturated  for 
homoeopathic  uses. 

The  proving  of  Ambra  is  in  the  sixth  yolume  of  the  McUeria 
Medica  Pura:  the  symptoms  (490  in  number)  were  fur- 
nished by  Hahnemann  himself  and  Baron  G^rsdorff.  Dtp 
Marcj,  in  the  New  Maieria  Medica,  contributes  some  theraf> 
peutic  information  concerning  the  drug. 

Ambergris  is  one  of  those  strongly  scented  substances,  like^ 
Musk,  Castor,  and  Yaleria^,  which  disturb  sharply  but  super- 
ficially the  functions  of  the  nervous  system.  The  symptoms 
of  its  pathogenesis  all  answer  to  this  description.  ''  Choking 
and  vomiting  can  hardly  be  avoided  when  hawking  up  phlegm 
from  the  fauces ;"  frequent  tenesmus,  whatever  be  the  cha- 
racter of  the  stool ;  frequent  micturition  of  pale  and  copious 
urine ;  some  sexual  excitement  (it  was  esteemed  of  old  as  an 
aphrodisiac)  and  irritation  of  the  female  genitals — are  symp- 
toms of  this  kind.  Ambra  is  obviously  what  the  therapeutists 
of  the  old  school  call  a  "  nervine :"  it  finds  its  place  in  the 
treatment  of  nervous  and  hysterical  affections.  Depression 
with  anxiety,  sleeplessness,  diminished  sight  and  hearing  from 
mental  trouble,  spasmodic  choking  and  convulsive  cough  in 
hysterical  subjects, — are  some  maladies  of  this  kind  which 
Ambra  is  reported  to  have  cured.  Dr.  Lawrence  Newton  has 
commimicated  a  case  in  which  Ambra  relieved  retention  of 
fseces,  from  nervous  causes,  after  parturition.*  Ambra  is  also 
much  commended  for  nervous  vertigo,  especially  in  old  people^ 

Dr.  Gu^rin-Meneville  has  recently  given  us,  in  the  fortieth 
volume  of  L'Art  M6dicaly  an  interesting  study  of  Ambra.  He 
has  directed  our  attention  to  an  article  upon  it  in  the  OaxeHe 
des  Hojpitaux  for  1871,  by  Dr.  R(;villout,  in  which  it  is  much 
praised  as  a  subduer  of  excited  reflex  action.    He  also  men- 

*  Brit  Joum,  of  Horn.,  xxvii,  364.    See  HabnemsBn's  8, 185^ 


*  JkMMONIUM   CARBONICUM.  8^ 

tioiis  a  case  of  Dr.  CroBerio's,  where  an  obstinate  prarigo  was* 
cored  hj  it. 

As  I  haTe  already  suggested,  Ambra  is  closely  allied  witk^ 
soch  medicines  as  Asaf  oetida,  Moschns,  and  Valerian. 

Halmemann  recommends  the  third  potency,  and  Marcy  the- 
sixth  and  twelfth ;  but  Dr.  Bevillout  has  nothing  but  good  tO' 
report  of  his  material  doses. 

I  have  now  to  give  you  some  account  of  the  homoeopathie- 
11868  of  Ammonia  and  its  salts.    The  specific  properties  of.' 
these  substances  are  few  compared  with  those  of  a  chemical  i 
nature ;  hence  they  play  a  far  less  important  part  in  homoeo* 
paihic  therapeutics  than  in  those  of  the  old  school.  Neyerthe* 
leas,  they  exert  some  dynamic  action,  of  which  we  must  take 
cognizance. 

There  are  two  salts  of  Ammonia  which  have  been  proved,, 
and  of  which  we  have  some  slight  clinical  knowledge.  The- 
first  is  the  carbonate, 

Ammonium  carbonicum, 

of  which  we  make  at  first  watery  and  subsequently  spirituous, 
dilations. 

A  pathogenesis  of  Ammonium  carbonicum  appeared  in  the 
first  edition  of  the  Chronic  Diseases,  containing  159  83rmptom8. 
It  was  subsequently  proved  by  Nenning  on  several  persons ; 
and  479  symptoms  from  him,  including  a  few  from  the  editors,, 
appear  in  Hartlaub  and  Trinks'  ArzneimitteU^re.     In  the 
second  edition  of  the  Chronic  Diseases  the  foregoing  observa- 
tions are  imited  with  some  fresh  ones  from  Hahnemann  himself 
and  three  others  to  make  a  total  of  789.    The  drug  has  since- 
been  proved  by  Professor  Martin  of  Jena  on  himself  and 
eleven  pupils.     The  results  maybe  read  translated  from  the- 
Viertdjahrschrift  in  the  eighteenth  volume  of  ihe  British  Journal 
of  Hotnoeopaihy.    The  symptoms  from  all  these  sources  are- 
incorporated  in  Allen's  article,  making  a  total  of  1010. 

Very  little  result  f ollowe4  the  doses  of  a  few  grains  of  the  salt . 
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taken  by  the  last  named  provers ;  and  the  only  specific  relations 
of  Ammonium  carbonicmn  seem  to  be  with  the  scarlatinal 
poison  and  the  respiratory  mticons  membrane.  The  power  of 
the  drug  in  moderate  doses  over  scarlatina  is  vouched  for  by 
so  many  practitioners  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its  reality ; 
and  homoeopathic  practitioners  have  not  unfrequently  used 
it  with  advantage  in  this  disease,  especially  where  throat 
symptoms  of  a  malignant  character  were  prominent.  The 
bronchial  mucous  membrane  has  been  foimd  inflamed  after 
poisoning  by  it,  and  in  both  schools  it  is  in  considerable  repute 
for  bronchitic  conditions.  Its  cough  is  a  short  and  incessant 
•one,  excited  by  a  sensation  as  of  down  in  the  larynx.  Dr. 
Molin  esteems  it  in  phthisis. 

Carbonate  of  ammonia  in  full  doses  causes  headache; 
and  in  small  ones  relieves  nervous  forms  of  the  malady, 
especially  when  (Dr.  Guernsey  says)  increased  by  closing 
the  teeth. 

The  lowest  dilutions  have  been  generally  employed. 

The  other  ammonia  salt  whose  proving  has  given  it  a  place 
in  the  Materia  Medica  of  Homoeopathy  is  the  chloride.  Sal- 
ammoniac,  or,  as  we  call  it, 

Ammonium  muriaticum. 

A  trituration  of  the  crystals  or  a  solution  in  rectified  spirit  is 
used  in  our  practice. 

The  pathogenesis  of  Ammonium  muriaticum  is  in  the  second 
edition  of  the  Chronic  Disetues,  and  consists  of  897  S3rmptoms 
from  Hahnemann  and  three  feUow-observers.  Some  other 
-experiments  with  it  have  been  used  by  Dr.  Allen,  bringing  the 
number  in  his  JEncyclopcBdia  to  600. 

From  the  experiments  of  Gumpert  it  would  appear  that  Sal- 
ammoniac  has  the  property,  in  large  and  long-continued 
doses,  of  causing  a  morbid  increase  in  the  secretions  of  all  tiie 
mucous  membranes  in  the  body,  a  ^status  pituitosus,"  as 


AMMONIUM  MUSIATICnM.  91 

ihe  Ctennaais  call  it.  This  is  accompanied  with  cliilliness ; 
lanitade,  duggislmessy  and  prostration ;  loss  of  appetite ;  and 
profoae  sweating  and  urination.  Later  on,  a  true  inter- 
mittent f  ever  was  induced,  having  the  curious  character  of 
fBennenoe  eyery  seventh  day.  From  other  researches  it 
mndd  appear  that  Ammonium  muriaticum  diminishes  the 
pfautunty  of  the  blood,  and  specificallj  inflames  the  stomach 
«id  stimulates  the  spinal  cord :  it  also  greatly  increases  the 
fiKmination  of  urea. 

Manj  of  the  uses  of  Ammonium  muriaticum,  though  in 
krge  doses,  are  certainly  dynamic.  It  exerts  great  power 
<iffer  the  chronic  catarrhs  (the  mucous  flux  of  Chambers) 
which  its  pathogenetic  effects  so  much  resemble.  As 
Br.  Binger  writes,  "  All  the  chlorides  of  the  alkalies  increase 
coosiderably  the  secretion  of  mucus  from  the  digestive 
mucous  membrane,  and,  indeed,  do  so  from  all  the  mem- 
branes of  this  class.  They  may  even  excite  catarrh.  This  is 
notably  the  case  with  chloride  of  ammonium.  •  •  • 
These  substances,  and  especially  Sal-ammoniac,  are  not  un- 
'Commonly  used  to  remove  catarrhal  conditions  of  the  intes- 
tines." It  is  in  considerable  repute  for  neuralgia  of  various 
kinds,  and,  if  the  German  physicians  are  not  mistaken,  it 
«xarts  an  influence  upon  the  liver  which  is  doubtless  of  a 
specific  character.  Dr.  Anstie  finds  it  very  useful  in  the  pain 
in  the  Hver,  with  great  depression  of  spirits  but  no  other 
symptoms  of  functional  disorder  of  the  organ,  which  he  calls 
hepatalgia.  In  these  three  spheres  the  action  of  the  drug 
aeeds  investigation,  and  its  trial  in  small  doses  might  be 
«nayed.  Dr.  Carroll  Dunham  speaks  of  having  had  great 
soeees  with  it  in  sciatica,  where  the  pain  was  worst  in  sitting, 
relieved  somewhat  by  walking  and  entirely  by  lying  down. 
Dr.  Guernsey  considers  sense  of  contraction  or  actual  contrac- 
turn  of  the  legs  a  prominent  indication  for  its  use. 

Salpammoniac  has  some  repute  against  intermittent  fevers : 
it  shodld  be  useful  in  those  seven-day  agues  which  are  some- 
left  after  the  suppression  of  quotidians  by  quinine. 
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In  its  action  on  the  mucous  membraneSy  Ammonium  muna* 
ticum  closely  resembles  Antimonium  crudum  and  Pulsatilla^ 
Its  dosage  is  undetermined. 

The  Acetate  of  Ammonia — Ammonivm  a4seticumf  as  we  should 
call  it — has  not  been  proved ;  but  I  would  suggest  that  itr 
remarkable  power  of  relieving  dysmenorrhoea,  as  shown  by  the 
authorities  cited  by  Marcy  and  Peters,  is  of  a  specific  cha-> 
racter.  It  may  be  given  in  the  well-known  ''Spiritn» 
Mindereri."  The  plain  solution  of  Ammonia — Ammonium 
cavsticum — is  rarely  used  but  in  veterinary  practice.  Hr» 
Moore  seems  to  esteem  it  highly  in  acute  bronchial  and 
pulmonary  affections  of  a  severe  type  occurring  in  animals. 

I  have  next  to  spe^k  of 

Amyl  nitritum. 

This  now  well-known  substance  is  dissolved  in  rectified  spirit 
for  internal  administration. 

I  have  no  intention  of  giving  here  any  detailed  account  of 
the  physiological  action  of  Amyl  nitrite,  as  the  interest  of  mucb 
of  it  is  at  present  limited  to  that  sphere.  It  may  be  read  at 
length  in  Br.  H.  C.  Wood's  treatise.  But  its  history  as  » 
remedy  exhibits  well  the  'working  of  the  two  cardinal  prin- 
ciples of  therapeutics  —  the  antipathic  and  the  homooo- 
pathic  method ;  and  for  both  is  contained  in  the  literature  ot 
the  dominant  school. 

Amyl  nitrite  was  found  to  cause  (after  the  fashion  familiar 
to  us  in  Glonoine)  a  rapid  dilatation  of  the  arteries  through- 
out the  body,  with  quickened  but  weakened  circulation  and. 
respiration.  It  was  at  once  perceived  that  it  might  be  useful' 
in  those  morbid  conditions  in  which  the  blood-vessels  are'- 
spasmodically  contracted.  Such  is  the  epileptic  paroxysm, 
and  such  are  some  forms  of  angina  pectoris  and  of  migraine. 
The  inference  was  acted  upon,  and  with  most  gratifying  suc-> 
cess.    Angina  is  for  most  sufferers  robbed  of  half  its  terrors* 
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Ij  this  means  of  relief.  Migraine  and  other  neuralgise 
•ooompanied  with  oold  pallor  of  the  sorf ace  are  often  arrested 
in  their  progress  by  it.  When  the  epileptic  aura  precedes  bj 
an  appreciable  interval  the  actual  parozTsms,  and  when  the 
jMitf  mud  and  even  the  grand  mal  are  recurring  frequently, 
4  resort  to  this  medicine  does  much  to  avert  the  mischief.  Its 
me  has  been  occasionally  beneficial  in  other  spasms,  as  in 
asthma  and  spasmodic  gastrodynia. 

All  this  is  pure  antipathy,  and  affords  an  exquisite  example 
^  the  method,  both  in  its  strength  and  in  its  weakness.  In 
its  strength — ^for  the  relief  afforded  is  great  and  rapid ;  in  its 
weakness — ^for  it  is  paUiative  and  temporary  only.  It  arrests 
or  mitigates  the  paroxysms ;  but  it  does  nothing  to  prevent  their 
lecmrence,  to  cure  the  disease.  It  has  to  bo  given  in  ever- 
increasing  doses;  and  though  the  time  is  yet  too  short  to 
demonstrate  this,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  at  length  its  influence 
irill  be  worn  out,  and  it  will  cease  to  benefit.  Nevertheless, 
such  as.it  is,  we  thankfully  avail  ourselves  of  its  aid.  It  is  an 
utter  mistake  to  suppose  that  we  of  the  school  of  Hahnemann 
debar  ourselves — it  is  an  utterly  islae  assimiption  to  say  that 
we  are  debarred — from  using  any  remedy,  whatever  be  its 
modfu  operandi^  which  promises  good  to  our  patients.  Wc  are  as 
free  as  others  to  use  antipathic  palliatives :  only  wo  know  them 
for  what  they  are,  and  do  not  allow  their  fascination  to  lead 
n»  to  abuse  them,  or  to  neglect  to  seek  a  more  excellent  way. 

This  better  way  is  the  homoeopathic  and  curative ;  and  in 
the  case  of  Nitrite  of  Amyl  it  has  been  trodden  for  us  by  Dr. 
Ringer.  There  is  a  paroxysmal  affection  whose  essence  is  not 
eontraction,  but  dilatation,  of  arteries.  It  is  tho  ''  flushing  ** 
80  common  in  women  at  the  change  of  life,  but  occasionally 
txoubling  them  at  other  times  also.  This  is  just  the  condition 
which  Amyl  nitrite  causes;  and — administered  in  ordinary 
doses  in  the  attack  itself — it  certainly  would  not  benefit.  But 
given  evexy  three  hours,  and  in  minute  quantities,  Dr.  Einger 
has  found  it  of  the  utmost  service  in  preventing  the  recurrence 
of  the  flushings.    What  he  says  about  dose  is  very  interesting. 
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*^  The  author  began  with  a  minim  dose,  but  was  obliged  to 
reduce  this  quantity,  and  he  ultimately  found  that,  for  the 
most  part,  these  patients  can  bear  one  third  of  a  minim 
without  any  disagreeable  symptoms,  but  that  a  tenth,  nay 
even  a  thirtieth,  of  a  minim  will  in  some  patients  produce  the 
desired  effect  on  flushing."  This  is  just  the  experience  of 
Hahnemann  and  his  school  with  medicines  generally. 

Among  ourselves  Amyl  nitrite  has  found  the  ground  of 
flushings  pre-occupied  by  the  similarly  acting  Glonoine,  and 
by  Lachesis.  Nevertheless,  it  may  have  a  shade  of  differanee* 
in  its  action  peculiar  to  itself,  and  so  help  us  in  an  occasional 

The  drug  I  have  next  to  introduce  to  you  is  one  of  ther 
many  of  high  repute  of  yore  which  had  fallen  into  disiiBe» 
but  which  the  Hahnemannian  method  has  restored  to  its  due 
place  in  medicine.  It  is  the  Malacca  bean,  the  product  of  tha 
marking-nut  tree, 

Anacardium  orientale. 

The  oily  dark  substance  which  separates  the  husk  from  the 
kernel,  and  in  which  the  active  virtues  of  Anacardium  seemi 
to  reside,  is  triturated  with  sugar  of  milk. 

A  proving  of  Anacardium,  containing  622  symptoms  from 
Hahnemann  and  seven  others,  appears  in  the  second  editi<m 
of  the  Chronic  DieeoBes*  Dr.  Allen  adds  observations  from 
three  more  provers,  raising  the  number  of  symptoms  to  687 ;. 
and  some  very  interesting  facts  relative  to  the  action  of  ih» 
drug  on  the  skin  are  contained  in  the  New  Materia  Medied 
of  Drs.  Marcy  and  Peters. 

The  ancient  reputation  of  Anacardium  was  as  a  remedy  for 
weakness  of  the  mind,  memory,  and  senses  :  a  preparation  oS 
it  was  known  as  the  ''confectio  sapientium."  Noack  and 
Trinks  mention  that  Caspar  HofEman  called  it  rather  ''con- 
fectio  stultorum,"  because  many  had  lost  their  memory  and 
become  mad  on  account  of  using  it  too  often  and  incon- 
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odemtdf .  They  therefore  fiurlj  claim  its  remedial  powers  for 
kimoBopathj.  Our  prorings  and  therapeutic  records  confirm 
these  obserYatioiiB  of  the  old  physicians.  Anacardium  ap- 
pean  frofm  its  pathogenesis  in  the  Chronic  Diseases  to  depress 
the  cerebral  oentres  and  the  organs  of  special  sense :  and  it 
has  frequentlj  proved  coratiye  in  weakness  of  the  brain 
caused  by  onanism  or  remaining  after  acute  diseases.  Dr. 
Bayes  writes,  "  When  in  Cambridge  I  found  it  very  useful  in 
steadying  the  nenrons  system  in  funk  previous  to  examination, 
u  also  in  removing  nervous  exhaustion  induced  ^by  over, 
itiidy.  In  sexual  debility  it  is  invaluable ;  also  in  cases  of 
nervous  prostration  following  seminal  emissions  (whether 
involuntary  or  not).  In  these  cases  I  have  given  three  globules 
of  the  12th  dilution,  to  be  taken  early  next  morning,  and 
repeated  in  two  hours,  if  needfuL  When  given  to  steady  the 
nervous  system  during  imwonted  mental  labour,  I  have 
Qsoally  prescribed  two  or  three  doses  a  day."  It  is  an  im- 
portant remedy  in  dementia,  and  in  too  rapid  loss  of  memory 
and  mental  vigour  in  old  persons ;  also  in  amblyopia  and 
nervous  deafness.  It  has  removed  an  hallucination  of  a 
dyspeptic  which  took  the  form  of  a  belief  that  a  demon  was 
pursuing  him.    It  has  also  cured  paralysis  of  the  tongue. 

Later  researches  have  shown  that  Anacardium  has  a  re- 
markable influence  upon  the  skin.  In  its  slightest  degree  of 
action  it  causes  the  appearance  of  wheals  like  those  of  urti- 
caria tuberosa,  with  itching,  burning,  and  swelling,  termi- 
nating in  desquamation.  When  operating  more  intensely  it 
developes  eczematous  vesicles,  and  even  bullse.  I  am  not 
aware  that  it  has  been  used  as  yet  as  a  cutaneous  remedy ; 
bat  it  deserves  attention  in  some  forms  of  nettle-rash,  eczema, 
and  pemphigus,  and  even  in  vesicular  erysipelas.  It  would 
probably  help  in  cases  of  nervous  disorder  induced  by  repelled 
cutaneous  eruptions. 

In  the  oerebral  sphere,  Anacardium  resembles  Phosphoric 
add  and  Zinc;  in  its  action  on  the  skin  Apis,  Bhus,  and 
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Botii  high  and  low  dilutionB  seem  to  have  been  used  with 
-advantage. 

ELaving  now  run  rapidly  through  these  minor  medicines, 
we  will  address  ourselves  for  the  remainder  of  this  lecture  to 
the  important  remedies  afforded  by  the  preparations  of  Anti-^ 
mony. 

Of  these  we  have  two  in  common  use, — ^the  ter-sulphide, 
ArUimoniwn  crudum  ;  and  the  potassio-tartrate,  Taricvr  emetic. 
The  former  may  be  considered  to  represent  the  various 
-preparations  of  the  metal — '^  butter "  and  "  glass  of  anti» 
mony/'  ''crocus  metallorum/'  ''kermes  mineral"  and  so 
forth — which  gained  its  repute  of  old,  and  are  still  in  use  in 
France  and  Italy.  The  latter,  while  partaking  of  these  pro- 
»perties,  has  a  field  of  action  all  its  own. 

First,  of 

Antimoniuni  crudum. 

The  purified  ore  is  triturated  for  our  use. 

Antimonium  crudum  is  the  subject  of  one  of  the  new 
pathogeneses  of  the  second  edition  of  the  Chronic  Diseases. 
But  this  is  not  therefore  to  be  ignored  :  for  more  than  four- 
fifths  of  it  are  taken  from  an  earlier  pathogenesis,  contained 
in  the  second  volume  of  the  ArzneimitteUehre  of  ELartlaub  and 
Trinks ;  and  the  symptoms  therein  are  stated  to  have  been 
observed  on  healthy  persons  taking  various  doses  of  the  first 
^trituration.  These,  therefore  (appearing  imder  the  guarantee 
of  Hartlaub  and  Caspari),  may  be  accepted;  while  the  addi- 
tions of  Hahnemann  and  Langhammer  may  be  passed  by. 
Hahnemann's  pathogenesis  also  contains  71  symptoms  from 
authors  (of  which  50  were  collected  by  Hartlaub  andTrinks). 
These  are  from  various  preparations, — most  commonly  front 
4;he  so-called  "  glass  of  antimony,"  a  sulphuretted  ter-oxide, 
containing  silica.  They  must  be  used  with  caution,  as  being, 
too  often  the  mere  mechanical  effects,  as  deafness  and  hernia^ 


Axmuomim  cauduh.  97 

—of  the  ▼iolent  yomitiiig  induced  by  the  drag.  With  the- 
pathogenesis  of  Antimoniam  cradom  may  be  read  a  proying^ 
of  the  golden  sulphide,  in  doses  varying  from  gr.  -j^^  to  gr.  x^ 
hj  Dr.  Mayerhofer.  It  is  translated  from  Hirschel's  Zeit- 
itknfl  (xix,  27)  in  Allen's  Encydopcedia, 

The  condition  set  up  by  Antimonium  crudum  seems  to  be  one 
of  depressed  yitaliiy  of  the  mucous  membranes  and  the  skin. 
The  action  hardly  goes  on  to  inflammation.  The  mucous 
membranes  are  loaded  with  mucus,  giving  rise  to  slow  diges- 
tion with  fermentation  of  the  food,  nausea,  and  occasional 
Tomiting ;  alternate  constipation  and  diarrhoea,  with  mucous 
discharge  from  the  anus ;  much  hawking  and  expectoration 
of  phlegm  ;  and  irritability  of  the  bladder  with  mucous 
sediment.  The  secretions  and  the  flatulence  are  of  a  foul 
odour ;  and  there  is  drowsiness,  and  loss  of  flesh  and  strength. 
This  is  the  "  mucous  flux  "  I  have  already  spoken  of  whil 
upon  Ammonium  muriaticum :  but  here  there  is  no  tendency 
to  fever.  The  condition  of  mucous  membrane  described 
finds  its  parallel  in  the  cutaneous  disorder  caused  by  Anti- 
monium crudum.  Parts  readily  become  sore ;  and  pimples, 
tubercles,  and  pustular  eruptions  are  developed.  When  these 
gastric  and  cutaneous  affections  appear  in  practice,  Anti- 
moniimi  crudum  will  often  prove  an  excellent  remedy.  I  have 
the  utmost  confidence  in  it  in  chronic  gastric  catarrh, 
where  the  tongue  is  thickly  coated  with  a  milky  or  granular 
white  fur.  Eructations  tasting  of  the  ingesta  are  a  sympto- 
matic indication  for  it  here.  It  is  useful  in  that  "  diseased 
condition  of  the  intestinal  lining  in  children  which  favours 
the  development  of  worms"  (Hempel).  Among  sldn  affec- 
tions it  has  cured  nettlerash  when  dei)endent  on  gastric  dis- 
order ;  the  sore  eyelids,  cars,  and  nose  of  scrofulous  children, 
and  not  unfrequently  eczema.*  Dr.  Clotar  Muller  has  spoken 
recently  of  "its  extraordinary  efficacy  in  affections  of  the 
skin.    I  have  reason  to  think,"  he  writes,  "  that  Antimonium 

•  See  two  caies  of  eczema  imyctiginoides  cured  by  it  in  SriL  Journ.  of 
Bom^  xzir,  312. 
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crudum  is  an  inyaluable  remedy  in  all  cataneouB  affectionB 
where  pimples,  pustules,  pocks,  or  furancular  elevations  arise 
primarily  or  secondarily,  especially  when  at  the  same  time 
there  is  severe  continued  pricking  itching  of  the  skin,  and 
after  rubbing  tenderness  and  soreness."*  It  is  particularly 
useful,  he  adds,  when  such  phenomena  occur  on  the  face  or 
the  genitals,  as  in  impetigo  scroti.  We  shall  see  that  these 
are  the  favorite  habitats  of  the  specific  eruption  of  Tartar 
emetic. 

A  curious  symptom  recorded  by  Caspari  is — "  large  homy 
places  on  the  skin  of  the  soles  of  the  feet,  close  to  where  the 
toes  commence,  which  pained  like  corns,  and  always  returned 
after  having  been  cut  out."  Hahnemann  and  Dr.  Guems^ 
both  lay  stress  on  a  tendency  to  these  callosities  as  indicative 
of  Antimonium  crudum ;  and  a  striking  case  is  recorded  by 
Dr.  Alvarez  Gonzales,  where  one  of  twenty  years'  standing, 
involving  the  entire  sole,  and  very  sensitive,  was  soon  cured 
by  it.t 

Antimonium  crudum  may  yet  find  a  place  in  some  of  those 
syphilitic  and  other  constitutional  affections  for  which  the 
antimonial  preparations  were  of  old  reputed  as  alteratives,  and 
which  gave  the  metal  its  "  currus  triumphalis  "  in  spite  of 
the  opposition  of  the  profession. 

Its  analogues  are  Ammo7iium  muriaticum,  Kali  hvchromicvm^ 
Petroleum  f  and  PtUeatUla, 

The  attenuations  from  the  3rd  to  the  12th  have  been  most 
in  use  :  I  myself  have  always  employed  the  6th. 


And  now  of 

Antimonium  tartaricimi. 

Under  this  heading  we  will  consider  the  "  Tartar  emetic. 
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•  J5riL  Joum,  of  ITom.,  xxxii,  241. 

t  Amer.  Joum,  of  Horn,  Mat,  Med,,  iii,  88. 
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irliich  is  still  the  common  name  of  the  Bait.  As  regards  its 
preparation^  "  the  1',  when  required,  must  be  a  trituration, 
hat  its  solubiliiy  in  water  admits  of  1  being  a  solution. 
Dilate  alcohol  may  be  used  after  2"  So  speaks  the  British 
Homoeopathic  Pharmacopoeia.  The  ^'antimonial  wine"  of 
the  old  pharmacy  is  a  convenient  form:  it  contains  two  grains 
to  the  ounce,  i,e.  about  one  part  in  240. 

Tartar  emetic  has  no  place  in  any  of  our  classical  col- 
lections of  pathogeneses.  But  proyings  of  it  have  been  made 
from  time  to  time  in  our  body,  from  Hahnemann  downwards. 
These  are  collected,  together  with  numerous  poisonings,  in 
the  article  on  it  in  Allen's  JEncyclopcediay  which  has  970 
symptoms.  In  addition  to  this,  I  would  direct  attention  to 
the  large  collection  of  facts  about  its  over-action  contained  in 
the  New  Materia  Mediea ;  to  a  study  of  its  influence  on  the 
skin,  by  Dr.  Imbert-Gk)urbeyre,  translated  from  the  Oaaette 
Medicate  de  Paris  in  the  nineteenth  volume  of  the  British  /cmr- 
nal  of  Homceopaihy ;  and  to  a  monograph  on  Antimony,  by 
Dr.  Madden  and  myself,  in  the  twenty-fifth  volume  of  the 
last-named  periodical. 

The  best  known  action  of  Tartar  emetic — that  to  which  it 
owes  its  name — is  its  power  of  producrag  nausea  and  vomiting. 
The  nausea  which  it  causes  is  very  intense  and  long  lasting. 
Dr.  Wood  thus  describes  the  general  condition,  which,  in 
addition  to  the  peculiar  sensation  referred  to  the  epigastrium, 
is  known  as  "  nausea."  "  The  face,"  he  writes,  "  is  pale,  the 
skin  cool,  moist  and  relaxed,  the  pulse  feeble,  frequent,  and 
often  irregular,  the  saliva  flows  copiously,  and  feelings 
are  usually  experienced  of  gastric  uneasiness,  languor,  and 
unusual  weakness,  which  are  sometimes  in  the  highest  degree 
distressing,  so  much  so  as,  if  long  contraued,  to  render  the 
patient  utterly  prostrate  in  body  and  mind,  and  indifferent  to 
all  things  around  him,  even  to  life  itself."  To  these  symptoms 
should  be  added  universal  muscular  relaxation.  Vomiting 
comes  on  comparatively  late,  though  sooner  than  from  Ipeca- 
cuanha.     When  it  once  begins  it  is    energetic,  effectual, 
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repeated,  and  prolonged.    The  yomited  matters  are  often 
bilious,  from  extension  of  the  action  to  the  duodenum. 

The  emetic  influence  of  tartarized  Antimony  appears  to  be 
purely  neurotic  in  its  modus  operandi.  The  numerous  muscular 
movements  whose  harmonious  play  produces  the  complex  act 
called  vomiting  are  under  the  control  of  the  nervous  centres 
at  the  base  of  the  brain  and  in  the  medulla  oblongata,  and 
are  specially  effected  through  the  medium  of  the  pneumo- 
gastric  nerves.  That  Tartar  emetic  acts  directly  on  these 
centres  and  through  these  nerves  is  shown,  positively,  by  the 
fact  that  it  causes  vomiting  when  injected  into  the  veins  or 
rectum,  or  rubbed  into  the  skin,  as  well  as  when  introduced 
into  the  stomach,  and  in  the  latter  mode  of  administration  is 
emetic  in  doses  too  small  to  irritate  the  mucous  mem- 
brane ;  negatively,  by  the  experiment  of  dividing  the  vagi  on 
both  sides,  when  neither  Antimony  nor  any  other  emetic  will 
act.  How  the  complex  act  of  vomiting  is  brought  about, 
and  how  the  general  condition  called  nausea  is  connected 
with  it,  are  problems  which  physiology  has  not  yet  solved, 
and  with  which,  therefore,  pharmacology  may  not  trouble 
itself. 

Entirely  independent  of  the  above  phenomena,  though 
moving  in  the  same  sphere,  and  sometimes  consentaneous  with 
them,  are  the  remarkable  effects  of  Tartar  emetic  upon  the 
circulation  and  respiration. 

When  this  drug  is  administered  in  large  doses,  there  is 
either  an  entire  absence  of  nausea,  vomiting,  and  purging ;  or, 
after  a  short  time  during  which  these  symptoms  continue, 
the  system  appears  to  become  tolerant  of  the  drug,  and  they 
subside.  Then  the  pulse  is  found  to  have  fallen  one  fifth  or 
even  one  fourth  of  its  normal  number  of  beats,  and  the  respi- 
ration to  be  lowered  in  even  a  greater  ratio.  M.  Trousseau 
has  known  it  fall  from  twenty  and  twenty-four  times  in  a 
minute  to  six.  "  It  is  singular,'*  writes  Dr.  Wood,  "  that 
imder  these  circumstances  of  great  circulatory  and  respi- 
ratory depression  the  mind  is  wholly  imaffected,  the  muscles 


AKTDCONIUM  TAATABICUH.  101 

retain  their  stTength,  and  the  organic  functions,  with  the 
exception  of  the  two  referred  to,  appear  not  to  suffer.  Thus 
it  is  seen  that  this  condition  differs  toto  coeh  from  that 
induced  by  nausea."  It  should  be  added  that  the  force  as 
well  as  the  frequency  of  the  heart's  action  is  diminished  by 
the  drug,  and  that  "sometimes,  instead  of  being  reduced 
regularlyy  the  pulse  becomes  at  first  irregular  and  intermittent 
onder  its  use,"  as  is  often  noticed  with  Digitalis. 

In  seeking  to  explain  these  phenomena,  we  must  obviously 
look  for  some  source  of  influence  common  to  the  cardiac  and 
respiratory  moyements,  by  means  of  which  Antimony  may 
consentaneously  reduce  the  frequency  of  both :  and  this  we 
have  in  the  pneumogastric  nerves.    It  is  well  known  that  a 
moderately  strong  galvanic  current  passed  through  these 
nerves  towards  the  heart  will  retard  and  ultimately  stop  the 
movements  of  the  latter  organ.     It  is  not  so  well  known  that 
2k  strong  current  passed  centripetally  along  these  same  nerves 
will  stop  the  movements  of  respiration,  the  stimulus  being 
reflected  upon  the  diaphragm  and  the  muscles  of  expiration, 
causing  general  tonic  spasm.    A  less  degree  of  the  same 
excitation  will  simply  retard  the  expiratory  movements.    We 
have  only  then  to  suppose  that  Tartar  emetic  excites  centri- 
petally the  pulmonary  and  centrifugally  the  cardiac  branches  of 
the  vagi,  and  we  have  its  circulatory  and  respiratory  depression 
explained.    If  it  act  upon  the  nuclei  of  these  nerves,  it  cannot 
but  affect  the  pulmonary  branches,  which  are  centripetal, 
centripetally,  and  the  cardiac  branches,  which  are  centrifugal, 
centrifugally ;  and   that  it  does   act  upon  these  nuclei  we 
have  already  shown  when  speaking  of  its  power  of  producing 
vomiting. 

The  interest  of  these  last  phenomena  is  physiological  rather 
than  practical.  The  "  contra-stimulant "  method  of  Easori, 
to  which  it  beloAgs,  is  rarely  practised  now;  and  in  the 
school  of  Hahnemann  was  excluded  from  the  first.  Nor  does 
the  emetic  power  of  the  drug  play  so  important  a  part  in 
hcmusopathic  therapeutics  as  might  be  expected.    "We  iiae  \t^ 
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of  course,  to  check  the  kind  of  vomitmg  it  causes ;  bat  this 
rarely  comes  before  us  in  comparison  with  that  of  Ipeca- 
cuanha, of  Kreasote,  and  of  Apomorphia.  Nevertheless, 
when  it  occurs — as  in  cases  recorded  bj  Dr.  Bayes  and 
Nankivell — ^Tartar  emetic  will  do  all  that  is  required  of  it. 
The  presence,  moreover,  of  nausea  and  vomiting  in  diseases 
otherwise  calling  for  it  will  always  indicate  it  additionallj  ; 
and  these  will,  as  Dr.  Einger  states  in  reference  to  bronchitis, 
be  amongst  the  first  symptoms  to  yield  to  its  use.  But  its 
•  most  important  sphere  of  action  for  homoeopathists  lies  in 
the  mucous  membranes  and  the  skin  (herein  resembling 
Antimonium  crudum,  but  acting  much  more  sharply)  ;  and  in 
the  limgs. 

1.  There  are  two  forms  of 'morbid  action  set  up  by  Tartar 
emetic  in  the  mucous  membranes.  The  first  is  that  peculiar 
kind  of  inflammation  we  call  catarrhal.  In  the  second  we 
have  on  the  mucous  membranes  the  same  pustular  eruption 
on  an  erythematous  base  which  we  shall  see  to  be  the  specific 
effect  of  the  drug  upon  the  cutaneous  tissues. 

Thus,  in  the  alimentary  canal  a  catarrhal  gastritis  and 
enteritis  are  set  up:  it  is  foimd  after  death  lined  with  a 
whitish-yeUow  viscid  secretion.  In  two  cases  of  poisoning 
observed  by  Dr.  Wood,  the  matters  vomited  and  pui^;ed 
were  white  and  liquid,  without  a  trace  of  bile,  resembling 
opaque  rice-water.  Post-mortem  appearances  show  the  sto- 
mach and  small  intestines  to  be  most]'affected ;  the  glands  of 
the  latter,  especially  those  of  the  ileum,  have  not  imcommonly 
been  found  enlarged.  On  the  other  hand,  the  pustular  erup- 
tion characteristic  of  Antimony  has  been  seen  in  the  jejuniun, 
the  stomach,  and  the  lower  third  of  the  oesophagus,  but  is 
most  severe  and  constant  about  the  mouth  and  throat.  In 
this  latter  region  it  begins  with  a  feeling  of  tension,  and 
other  disagreeable  sensations,  and  a  metallic  taste;  patches 
of  erythematous  inflammation  then  appear,  upon  which  come 
aphthsa,  vesicles  soon  going  on  to  pustules,  and  even  iaise 
inembraneB.    TTpon  the  respiratory  mucous  membrane  the 
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mflaenoe  of  Tartar  emetic  is  almost  purely  of  the  catarrhal 
character^  though  pustules  are  said  to  have  been  seen  in  the 
laxynx.  The  nares  escape  untouched ;  but  the  inflammation , 
begimiiiig  in  the  laiynx,  becomes  intense  in  the  trachea  and 
IronchL  The  production  of  this  inflammation  imder  the 
influence  of  Tartar  emetic  has  been  established,  not  only  hj 
post-mortem  appearances  in  animals,  but  by  the  symptoms  of 
the  living,  as  in  the  experiments  of  Dr.  Molin  of  which  I 
shall  immediately  speak.  Irritation  of  the  genito-urinary 
mucous  membrane  is  not  marked  among  the  effects  of  Tartar 
emetic. 

And  now  what  of  the  lungs  ?  Does  the  irritant  influence 
of  Tartar  emetic  upon  the  respiratory  mucous  membrane 
extend  to  the  air-cells  themselves,  so  as  to  set  up  pneumonia  ? 
The  importance  of  the  question  is  obrious,  as  its  answer  in 
ihe  afBrmative  would  claim  for  homoeopathy  one  of  the  most 
cherished  pieces  of  practice  known.  You  are  probably  aware 
that  Majendie  so  answered  it.  In  the  dogs  poisoned  by  him 
he  states  that  the  lungs  were  always  more  or  less  affected : 
they  were  of  an  orange-red  or  violet  colour  (according  to  the 
age  of  the  animal)  throughout,  destitute  of  crepitation, 
gorged  with  blood,  and  in  some  parts  hepatized.  Before 
death  the  respiration  had  been  embarrassed  and  hurried. 
Lepelletier  independently  confirmed  these  observations ;  and 
naively  remarked — ''  One  would  imagine  that,  admittrng  its 
action  in  man  to  be  similar,  far  from  being  useful,  its  adminis- 
tration would  be  particularly  pernicious  in  pneumonia ;  but 
it  is  not  so,  for,  instead  of  favouring  engoigement  of  the  lung, 
it  promotes  its  resolution." 

Such  facts  were  too  unpalatable  for  reception,  although 
Majendie  was  an  accredited  observer,  and  his  description  of 
the  phenomena  immistakeable.  Counter-experiments  were 
performed  by  Bayer  and  Campbell,  in  which  no  pneumonia 
was  set  up  by  Tartar  emetic ;  and  Ackermann  has  more 
recently  promulgated  the  same  experience.  But  Dr.  Molin 
<^  Paris,  in  an  able  thesis  on  the  subject,  points  out  that  tbid 
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large  doses  used  by  Eayer  produced  death  so  rapidly  that  the 
inflammation  of  the  lungs  had  no  time  to  develope  itself. 
His  own  experiments,  in  which  the  animals  were  slowly 
poisoned,  corroborate  those  of  Majendie :  the  post-mortem 
investigation  showed  pneumonia  in  its  first  or  second  stage, 
together  with  an  intense  tracheo-bronchitis  characterised  by 
abundant  exudation.  Still  farther  to  clear  up  the  subject. 
Dr.  Molin  instituted  some  careful  provings  on  himself  with 
oimall  doses  of  the  drug  (gr.  -^ — ^):  On  two  successive 
•occasions  he  developed  in  himself  all  the  signs,  rational  and 
physical,  of  the  first  stage  of  broncho-pneumonia,  with  marked 
inflammatory  fever.  Some  experiments  on  rabbits  by  Dr. 
Nevin,  recorded  by  Marcy  and  Peters,  corroborate  those  now 
stated.  He  says — "  The  lungs  and  trachea  were  frequently 
congested,  sometimes  highly  inflamed,  the  two  lungs  seldom 
^ike."  I  should  mention  that  in  Dr.  Molin's  experiments 
the  inflammation  of  the  bronchial  tubes  was  observed,  even 
where  the  animals  died  before  the  pneumonia  had  time  to  be 
developed. 

The  facts  seem  proved ;  and  Einger  and  Nothnagel  in  our 
own  day  accept  them.  Their  moral  is  obvious.  The  well- 
Imown  curative  action  of  Tartar  emetic  in  bronchitiB  and 
pneumonia  is  after  all  an  instance  of  the  law  of  similars. 
You  have  hitherto  in  all  probability  acquiesced  in  the  com- 
mon belief  that  it  acts  in  these  cases  by  its  general  antiphlo- 
gistic power,  in  virtue  of  its  depressing  influence  upon  the 
^circulation  and  liquefacient  action  on  the  blood.  But  were 
this  its  only  or  even  chief  modus  operandi,  it  ought  to  be 
beneficial  alike  in  all  inflammations,  wherever  occurring. 
That  it  is  not  so,  your  own  therapeutists  freely  admit.  Li 
inflammations  of  the  respiratory  mucous  membrane  it  is 
invaluable;  when  other  parts,  as  the  serous  membranes,  are 
affected,  it  does  little  or  nothing.  Even  from  this  alone  it 
would  appear  that  the  drug  has  some  specific  relation  to  this 
part  of  the  organism :  and  we  have  already  seen  it  acting  as 
a  specific  irritant  of  the  trachea,  the  bronchi,  and  the  lungs. 
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We  ooncludey  therefore,  that  Tartar  emetic  must  be  a  true 
homceopathic  remedy  against  certain  kinds  of  tracheal,  bron- 
chial, and  pulmonary  inflammation.  The  experience  of  our 
achool  has  Terified  its  value  in  catarrhal  (and  in  the  first  stage 
of  membranoos)  crot^ :  in  the  second  stage  of  bronchitis  in 
infants  and  aged  persons,  when  the  mucus  is  profuse  and 
the  ezpolsiTe  power  feeble,  so  that  much  rattling  of  phlegm 
is  audible :  and  in  the  second  stage  of  the  pneumonia  of  the 
same  subjects,  where  there  is  little  pain  but  much  dyspnoea. 
It  is  obviously  broncho-pneumonia  (comp.  Phosphorus)  rather 
than  pleuro-pneumonia  (Bryonia)  to  which  Tartar  emetic  is 
homcBopathic  :*  but  it  is  altogether  less  potent  than  either 
of  these  medicines  to  subdue  pulmonary  inflammation ;  while 
in  bronchitis  it  excels  both.  The  drug  has  also  several 
times  proved  curative,  in  the  hands  of  Drs.  Wurmb  and 
Caspar  of  Tienna,  of  acute  oedema  of  the  lungs.  I  have 
myself  seen  this  condition,  occurring  in  the  course  of  general 
dropsy,  subside  entirely  imder  the  use  of  Tartar  emetic.  It 
ii  also  very  useful  in  chronic  coughs,  where  the  expectoration 
is  profuse  and  easy,  and  of  a  mucous  nature.  Dr.  Einger 
recommends  it,  in  doses  of  l-80th  of  a  grain,  for  children  in 
whom  bronchitic  asthma  recurs  very  frequently. 

We  have  little  experience  of  Tartar  emetic  in  affections  of 
the  alimentary  canal.  It  should  be  serviceable  in  aphthous, 
pustular,  and  other  eruptive  diseases  of  the  mucous  membrane ; 
—perhaps  in  the  aphthous  mouth  and  throat  of  those  dying 
from  exhausting  diseases,  as  phthisis.  I  have  tried  it,  but 
with  no  consistent  success,  in  cholera  infantum,  to  which  it 
leems  strikingly  homoeopathic,  and  for  which  we  sadly  want 
a  perfect  remedy. 

2.  I  have  yet  to  speak  of  the  action  of  Tartar  emetic  upon 
the  skin.  You  know  well  the  peculiar  pustular  inflammation 
which  is  excited  by  the  local  application  of  the  drug.  If  your 
memory  needs  refreshing  as  to  its  characters,  you  will  find 

*  Yoa  wiU  find  the  place  of  Tartftr  emetic  in  pneumonia  veiy  foUj 
^lewaed  by  Dr,  CL  Hfiller,  in  Laurie's  Mom.  Fractiee  qf  Fhysie,  p.  282. 
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%2K»tti  \Io«v*ribcil  at  length  in  our  article.  Bat  it  may  be  a 
ttew  iiU'vi  to  jou,  that  this  effect  of  Tartar  emetic  belongs  to 
i9«  uot  A9  a  mere  local  irritant,  but  as  a  dynamic  agent. 
Ni^hiu)?.  howover,  can  be  more  clearly  demonstrated  than  is 
thi«  tht'sis  by  Dr.  Lnbert-Gourbeyre,  in  the  paper  I  haye 
»li\Ni\lv  n'fomMl  to.  He  first  quotes  nineteen  observations  to 
«how  that-,  when  Tartar  emetic  is  used  locally,  pustular  erup- 
lkMi«  ore  apt  to  occur  on  other  parts  of  the  body,  especially 
AKmt  tho  scrotum  and  labia,  and  the  anus ;  and  this  without 
lKt«  {HNisibility  of  the  mechanical  transference  of  the  ointment. 
Ilo  then  cites  five  instances  in  which  eruptions,  closely 
n^^nibling  those  produced  by  Tartar  emetic  ointment  (and 
tlmt  also  which  characterises  variola),  have  appeared  during 
Iho  intomal  administration  of  the  drug.*  Lastly,  he  adduces 
ovidonco  to  prove  that  the  local  effect  of  the  drug  is  not  pro« 
duiHMl  till  after  a  day  or  two,  and  sometimes  does  not  appear 
at  all  at  the  spot  of  application,  but  on  some  other  part  of 
tho  body.  Coupling  these  facts  with  the  peculiar  and  specific 
oliaracter  of  the  eruption,  and  with  the  frequent  occurrence 
of  similar  pustules  on  the  internal  mucous  surfaces  under  tho 
use  of  the  drug,  he  comes  fairly  to  the  conclusion  that  Anti- 
mony is  a  specific  and  dynamic  "  exanthematogenic," — its 
characteristic  eruption  being  pustular. 

The  precise  form  of  cutaneous  eruption  to  which  Tartar 
emetic  corresponds  is  ecthyma.  "  The  pustules,"  says  Erasmus 
Wilson,  "  following  the  irritation  of  tartarized  antimony  are 
octhymatous."  A  case  of  this  disease  cured  by  Tartar  emetic 
is  given  in  the  New  Materia  Medi<XL.  It  is  less  suitable  or 
serviceable  in  impetigo,t  save  in  one  form  of  the  disease,  the 
impetigo  erysipelatodes.  Here  I  have  found  it  as  cura- 
tive as  it  is  homoeopathic.  But  the  deepest  interest  of  Tartar 
emetic  in  this  sphere  lies  in  its  relation  to  variola.     Not  only 

*  Two  additional  cases  of  this  kind  are  cited  in  the  New  Materia  Mediea, 

and  Turdieu  recognises  the  fact. 

t  But  see  cases  by  Dr.  Dudgeon  in  the  Brit,  Joum.  qf  Rom.,  xxvi,  311, 
and  xziz,  405. 
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does  it  cause  a  specific  pustular  eruptiou  closely  resembling 
that  of  smallpox,  but  it  has  also  the  vomiting,  the  pustules 
of  mouth  and  throat,  the  viscid  mucus  clogging  the  air- 
paasageB,  and  the  hypinosis  of  the  blood,  which  no  less 
eharacteriae  the  disease.  Still  further,  the  inoculation  of  the 
Ijmph  of  Tartar  emetic  pustules  appears  to  effect  results 
analogoas  to  those  of  vaccination.  The  pustules  produced 
are  predselj  similar  in  appearance  to  those  of  cow-pock ;  they 
in  their  torn  can  excite  fresh  pustules  by  inoculation ;  and 
^ley  are  said  (though  this  requires  confirmation,  and  is^ 
indeed  hardly  credible)  to  confer  the  same  protection  from 
smaDpox.  Correspondingly  with  this  close  homceopathicity, 
the  power  of  Tartar  emetic  as  a  remedy  for  variola  is  very 
great.  Testimonies  to  its  value  are  collected  in  the  New 
Materia  Mediea:  it  is  said  to  be  especially  useful  in  cases 
where  the  respiratory  mucous  membrane  is  much  affected. 
I  myself  have  invariably  used  Tartar  emetic  (in  the  first 
trituration)  as  the  medicine  for  smallpox,  and  have  rarely 
bad  occasion  to  substitute  any  other.  I  cannot  say  that  it 
cuts  short  the  disease ;  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  medicine 
can.  But  it  seems  to  me  to  conduct  the  cases  through  in  a 
Tezy  satisfactory  manner,  decidedly  mitigating  all  the  inci- 
dental troubles,  and  leaving  very  little  pitting  behind. 

I  have  now  described  the  three  great  spheres  of  the  action 
of  Tartar  emetic, — the  pneumogastric  nerve,  the  respiratory 
mnoous  membrane,  and  the  skin.  There  are  other  forms  of 
disease  in  which  it  is  often  curative.  One  of  these  is  delirium 
tremens,  where  much  gastric  disorder  of  saburral  kind  is 
{nesent,  as  when  beer  has  been  the  intoxicating  drink  em- 
pk>yed.  Another  is  lumbago,  and  similar  so-called  **  muscu- 
lar rheumatisms,"  in  which  Dr.  Bahr  in  Germany  and  Dr. 
Lawrence  Newton  in  this  country  have  praised  it  highly. 
It  is  also  reckoned  by  Dr.  Angell,  in  his  excellent  treatise  On 
Diseases  of  the  Eye^  a  prime  remedy  for  photophobia ;  I  have 
recently  had  a  good  opportunity  of  verifying  his  recommen- 
dation.   In  connection  with  this  it  may  be  mentioned  that 
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Dr.  Binger  recommends  it,  in  doses  of  gr.  -^^  to  ^,  in  strmnoos 
ophthalmia. 

Ipecacuanha  is  the  medicine  most  closely  allied  to  Tartar 
emetic.  Then  we  have,  as  acting  like  it  on  the  pneumogastriCy 
Digitalis^  Loheliay  Tahacunif  and  Veratrum  viride ;  on  the  re- 
spiratory organs,  Phosphorus;  on  the  skin, ^n^montum  crudum 
iind  Clematis, 

The  success  of  old-school  practice  with  Tartar  emetic  in 
croup,  bronchitis,  and  pneumonia  shows  that  these  diseases  do 
not  need  very  infinitesimal  doses  of  the  drug.  In  these,  and 
in  variola,  the  homoeopathic  school  has  generally  used 
the  second,  rarely  the  third  decimal  potency.  Higher 
dilutions  (12  — 15)  seem  to  answer  well  in  oedema  pul- 
monum. 

The  correspondences  and  divergences  of  the  application  of 
Tartar  emetic  in  the  two  schools  respectively  are  surely  veiy 
instructive.  The  drug  is  known  as  an  emetic,  a  depressant  ci 
the  circulation,  and  a  specific  remedy  in  acute  pulmonaij 
affections.  Ours  is  the  direct  opposite  of  the  first  of  these 
three  uses :  for  we  cure  vomiting  with  the  drug  instead  ci 
causing  it.  The  second  we  reject  utterly.  The  third  we 
claim  for  homoeopathy,  and,  in  the  light  of  the  law  of  simi- 
lars, define  its  range  and  precisionize  its  application. 


LECTURE  VII. 

APIS^  ARGENTUM   METALLICUM  AND  NITRICUM^  ARNICA. 

We  will  'begin  to-day's  lecture  with 

Apis  mellifica. 

This  is  the  poison  of  the  honey  bee,  and  is  (it  need  hardly 
be  said)  peculiar  to  homoeopathic  practice.  It  is  prepared  for 
lue  in  more  than  one  way.  A  trituration  of  the  whole  bees, 
dmd;  or  a  tincture  prepared  by  macerating  their  hinder 
parts,  after  killing  them  while  in  a  state  of  excitement,  have 
been  used,  and  seem  to  contain  the  virtues  of  the  medicine. 
But  a  better  preparation  would  be  a  solution  of  the  virus 
itself  in  alcohol  or  glycerine.  It  can  be  obtained,  as  Dr. 
Bering  suggests,  by  seizing  the  bee  by  its  wings  and  causing 
it  to  eject  its  poison  upon  a  piece  of  sugar,  or  by  grasping  the 
sting  of  a  stupefied  bee  with  a  small  pair  cf  nippers,  and  gra- 
dually drawing  out  the  sting  and  poison  bags  together.  A 
new  preparation  is  suggested  in  the  British  Homoeopathic 
PharmacoxKBia,  to  which  I  refer  you  for  it. 

Apis  has  been  proved,  both  in  the  trituration  and  in  the 
solution  of  the  virus  above  mentioned,  by  the  Central  New 
York  State  Homoeopathic  Society.  The  results,  published  in 
its  Transactions,  appear  in  schema  form  in  MetcaK's  collection. 
They  are  also  published,  incorporated  with  effects  of  bee- 
stings and  with  new  symptoms  obtained  on  the  healthy  or 
observed  on  patients  taking  the  drug,  in  Hering's  Ameri- 
hmische  Arzneiprafungen,  and  again  in  Allen's  Encychpfzdvx. 
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ITumerous  clinical  cases  are  appended  to  Metcalf 's  arrange- 
ment ;  and  others  are  to  be  read  in  Marcj  and  Peters,  in  the 
eleventh  and  twelfth  volumes  of  the  British  Jov/mal  ofHcmoBO' 
jpcUhyy  and  in  the  Bibliotheque  HomcBopathique  for  1874-5. 

The  medicine  now  to  be  discussed  differs  in  important 
respects  from  the  substances  we  have  been  accustomed  to 
regard  as  drugs.  We  have  to  believe  that  the  symptoms 
known  to  result  from  the  sting  of  a  bee  are  also  in  some 
degree  produced  when  the  virus  of  the  insect,  in  a  diluted 
form,  is  taken  into  the  stomach.  In  noting,  moreover,  the 
homoeopathic  indications  for  the  remedial  use  of  the  virus, 
we  shall  depend  much  upon  the  phenomena  of  bee-stinging ; 
and  shall  take  it  for  granted  that  similar  phenomena  occur- 
ring in  disease  are  properly  treated  by  the  internal  adminis- 
tration of  the  poison.  Such  assumptions  at  one  time  raised 
considerable  difficulty,  on  the  ground  of  the  supposed  inert- 
ness of  animal  poisons  when  introduced  through  the  digestive 
mucous  membrane :  and  in  previous  editions  of  this  work  I 
had  to  discuss  the  subject.  It  is  now  needless  to  do  so ;  for, 
as  Drs.  Brunton  and  Fayrer  state,*  it  has  been  clearly  shown 
that  serpent-poison  acts  when  introduced  into  the  stomach, 
or  when  applied  to  a  mucous  or  serous  membrane.  "The 
idea,"  say  they,  "that  it  is  only  effective  when  injected 
directly  into  the  blood,  is  erroneous ;  though  it  is,  no  doubt, 
more  certainly  and  rapidly  fatal  when  it  enters  the  blood 
direct." 

Let  us  consider  the  local  effects  of  a  bee-sting.  The  part 
rapidly  swells  up,  becomes  more  or  less  hot  and  red,  with  a 
tense  pain,  and  often  considerable  burning,  tingling,  and  itch- 
ing. This  is  the  simplest  and  most  characteristic  form  of  the 
pathogenetic  influence  of  Apis.  It  is  an  acute  cedeTruiy  the 
cellular  tissue  being  more  affected  than  the  skin.  Whenever 
a  similar  condition  occurs  idiopathically,  whether  on  cutaneous 
or  mucous  surfaces.  Apis  will  be  found  curative.      Acute 

*  Trans,  of  Boyal  Society  for  Jan.  22, 187-1,  reported  in  Lond.  Med* 
Record,  ii,  109.    Sec  also  Monthly  Rom.  JSev.,  xvi,  673. 
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QBdema  oocnrring  on  the  skin  is  a  f onn  of  eryBvpdoB  ;  and  in 
this  diseafle  Apis  is  a  prime  remedy.  It  stands  between 
Belladonna  and  Bhns,  not  controlling  intense  cutaneous  in- 
flammation like  the  former,  or  the  tendency  to  form  vesicles 
like  the  latter,  but  acting  most  efficiently  in  its  own  sphere  of 
oedema.  Then  there  is  a  species  of  sore  throat  in  which  Apis 
k  specific.  There  is  no  very  great  redness  or  pain  as  with 
Belladonna,  nor  is  the  parenchyma  of  the  tonsils  inflamed  as 
when  Baryta  carbonica  is  the  remedy ;  but  there  is  general 
(Bdema  of  the  submucous  cellular  tissue  covering  the  tonsils, 
uimla,  soft  palate,  and  even  the  posterior  portion  of  the  hard 
palate.  When  you  look  at  the  throat  it  seems  as  if  a  bee  had 
flown  in  and  stung  the  patient  there.  If  the  numerous  cases 
of  angina  cured  by  Apis  which  have  been  put  on  record  be 
studied,  thoy  will  be  found  to  have  been  of  this  character. 
Such  a  sore  throat  is  not  uncommonly  an  extension  of  erysi- 
pelas, as  the  late  Dr.  Todd  describes  it  in  his  Clinical  Lectures. 
It  is  often,  also,  the  beginning  of  oedema  glottidis,  in  which 
Apis  is  the  great  remedy.  It  proved  curative  of  an  instance 
of  this  affection,  where  the  cause  was  drinking  water  from  a 
kettle.*     Such  cases  are  commonly  fatal. 

There  are  two  specific  diseases  in  which  the  throat  is  often 
affected  in  the  way  of  acute  oedema,  and  to  which  Apis,  thus 
indicated,  bears  an  important  therapeutic  relation.  These 
are  diphtheria  and  scarlatina.  Facts  are  accimiulating  which 
point  to  Apis  as  a  prime  remedy  in  the  former  disease.  Drs. 
Baumann  and  V.  Meyer  in  Germany,  Kallenbach  in  Holland, 
and  Jahr  in  France,  concur  to  esteem  it  the  best  anti-diph- 
tlieritic  we  have  ;t  and  niy  own  experience  points  in  the  same 
Section.  J  In  the  last  case  I  had  I  found  it  remove  every- 
tliing  but  the  coryza,  which  yielded  to  Kali  bichromicum. 
In  scarlatina  Apis  is  obviously  indicated  for  the  anginose 
fom,  where  there  is  more  oedema  than  ulceration.    But  Apis 

*  Monthly  Ham.  Rev.,  xiii,  364. 

f  See  Brit,  Joum.  of  Mom.,  xxviii,  613»  775. 

J  IM.,  p.  738. 
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has  also  the  action  on  the  kidneys  and  skin  characteristic  of 
this  poison.  Mr.  Nankivell  noticed  in  a  patient  affected  hj  it 
that  a  patch  of  skin  on  the  arm  remained  white  amid  the 
surrounding  redness,  and  was  informed  that  this  spot  had 
been  a  short  time  previously  the  seat  of  the  inflammation 
resulting  from  the  sting  of  a  bee.  He  and  others  have  used 
it  here  with  success.  It  is  especially  indicated  in  irregular 
and  adynamic  forms  of  the  disease ;  as  when  the  eruption  is 
repelled,  or  does  not  come  out  well.  A  typical  case  of  the 
kind  is  given  by  Dr.  Chepmell  in  his  "  Hints."  Dr.  Guernsey 
says  that  the  alternation  of  perspiration  and  dryness  of  the 
skin  is  characteristic  of  it  here. 

Other  forms  of  acute  oedema  are  inflammations  of  the 
tongue  and  of  the  labia  pudendi ;  in  both  of  which  Apis 
has  been  found  curative.  Indeed,  if  this  pathological  condition 
be  borne  in  mind  as  the  keynote  of  the  medicine,  it  will 
rarely  be  used  in  vain. 

We  have  still  remaining  the  burning,  itching,  and  tingling 
of  our  bee-stiug, — features  by  no  means  common  in  idiopathic 
oedema.  They  rather  point  to  cutaneous  dyseesthesisB  and 
eruptions,  into  which,  indeed,  in  the  provers  they  are  seen 
developed.  The  exanthem  induced  generally  resembles  urti- 
caria, in  which  disorder  Apis  is  our  great  remedy.  It  has  also 
cured  cases  of  lichen  and  of  erythema  nodosum  ;  and  is  gene- 
rally indicated  in  skin  affections  not  going  on  to  destruction 
of  tissue,  but  accompanied  with  excessive  itching,  especially  of 
a  burning  and  stinging  character. 

Urticaria,  like  erysipelas,  may  manifest  itself  internally^ 
Here  also  we  have  acute  oedema,  but  without  the  tendency 
to  suppuration  belonging  to  the  erysipelatous  form.  The 
distressing  and  sometimes  even  dangerous  symptoms  arising 
from  this  cause  have  several  times  been  successfully  encoun- 
tered by  Apis.* 

In  acute  oedema,  erysipelatous  and  urticarious,  we  have  tho 

•  See  Erasmus  Wilson  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  article  **  Urticarin,"  and 
cases  14, 16,  28  in  Dr.  Metcalf  s  paper. 
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ipttiihological  condition  most  characteristic  of  Apis :  and  upon 
ibis  I  am  desirous  of  fixing  jonr  attention.  But  both  prov- 
ings  and  therapeutic  records  credit  the  medicine  with  a  range 
iu  wider  than  this,  as  will  appear  from  what  follows. 

1.  The  mucous  membranes  are  not  influenced  in  their  gene- 
nl  extent  hj  Apis :  but  at  certain  spots  it  manifests  great 
power.      It  inflames  the  conjunctiya:  and  has  frequently 
prored  curative  in  catarrhal  and  scrofulous  ophthalmia.    It 
is  where  the  cornea  is  much  inyolved  that  its  most  striking 
cmtiTe  results  are  seen.    It  causes  hoarseness   and   dry 
«oagh :  and  is  often  useful  in  subacute  and  chronic  laryngo- 
tracheal irritation,  of  a  mild  type  (comp.  Bumex  crispus  and 
Ourbo  yegetabilis).    It  irritates  the  stomach,  and  somewhat 
the  bowels ;  it  is  one  of  the  best  remedies  for  diarrhoea  recttr* 
tmg  every  morning^  the  motions  greenish-yellow  and  painless 
(comp.  again  with  Bumex  crispus).    It  is  very  decidedly  irri- 
tant to  the  kidneys  and  neck  of  the  bladder  (as  Oantharis). 
Dr.  Marcy  recommends  it  in  incipient  Bright's  disease,  in 
inflammation  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  in  ''  irritable 
Madder.'* 

2.  Apis  acts  rather  powerfully  in  the  ovario-uterine  sphere. 
Few  medicines  cause  so  many  ovarian  symptoms  :  and  it  has 
more  than  once  provoked  miscarriage  when  given  to  pregnant 
women.  It  has  proved  curative  in  amenorrhoea,  dysmenor- 
rhoea,  and  menorrhagia,  when  resulting  from  active  congestion 
of  the  ovaries :  and  even  in  chronic  affections  of  the  latter 
organs.  The  presence  of  a  '^  stinging  "  pain  is  said  to  indi- 
cate it  here.  I  know  of  no  certain  evidence,  however,  to 
sustain  the  vague  notion  which  seems  to  obtain  of  its  power 
of  caring  ovarian  dropsy. 

3.  I  come  now  to  the  important  question, — ^what  power  has 
Apis  over  dropsy ^  general  and  local  ?  It  is  credited  with 
almost  unbounded  curative  virtues  in  this  disease  ;  but  I 
think  discrimination  is  needed.  Its  action  on  the  kidneys  is 
nificient  to  make  it  a  most  useful,  because  homoeopathic, 
xemedy  in  acute  febrile  dropsy  from  a  chill,  in  post-scarlatinal 
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dropsy,  in  that  of  incipient  Blight's  disease,  and  in  that  which 
sometimes  appears  in  the  later  months  of  pregnancy  and  lays 
the  foundation  of  future  puerperal  convulsions.  In  all  these 
forms  of  dropsy  Apis  has  been  used  successfully :  its  curative 
action  being  generally  annoxmced  by  a  great  increase  in  the 
secretion  of  urine.  By  the  same  influence  on  the  kidneys,  as 
I  suppose,  it  win  sometimes  remove  for  a  time  the  oedema  of 
the  lower  extremities  symptomatic  of  disease  of  the  thoracic 
organs :  but  this  action  is  uncertain,  and  at  best  palliative  and 
temporary.  Then  there  are  the  serous  dropsies, — ascites^ 
hydrothorax,  hydrocephalus.  These  may  be  mechanical,  from 
obstruction  of  the  circulation ;  as  when  ascites  results  from 
cirrhosis  of  the  liver.  In  such  cases,  I  cannot  conceive  of 
Apis  dispersing  the  effusion ;  nor  do  I  see  sufficient  evidence 
that  it  has  ever  done  so.  It  is  otherwise  when  the  dropsy  is 
the  unabsorbed  effusion  remaining  after  serous  inflammation^ 
There  seems  little  doubt  but  that  Apis  acts  specifically  upon 
the  serous  membranes.  I  do  not  know  that  it  has  ever  been 
used  in  their  acute  inflammations  :  but  in  ascites  and  hydro- 
thorax  remaining  behind  after  peritonitis  and  pleurisy  it  has 
over  and  over  again  proved  curative,  and  there  is  some  reason 
to  suppose  that  it  has  removed  the  effusion  in  cerebral  menin- 
gitis (probably  non-tubercular). 

I  have  indicated  many  of  the  medicines  which  in  particular 
spheres  of  action  correspond  with  that  of  Apis.  Thus  Can- 
(haria  and  Terebinthina  in  the  urinary  organs,  Sahina  in  the 
ovario-uterine  system,  Rumex  in  the  momiug  diarrhoda  and 
laryngeal  symptoms,  and  EwphrcLsia  in  the  action  on  the  con* 
junctiva  closely  resemble  the  present  medicine.  For  the 
cutaneous  symptoms,  Anacardiumy  Belladonna^  CroUmy  BhiUSy 
and  JJriica  m&j  be  compared ;  and  for  the  affections  of  the 
serous  membranes,  Apocynum,  Mercuriiis  corrosiwSy  and 
Bryonia,  As  a  whole,  the  action  of  Apis  more  nearly  resem- 
bles that  of  Arsenic  than  of  any  other  drug. 

The  8rd  dec.  dilution  is  that  which  I  always  employ  in  acute 
cedema  in  all  its  forms..    In  dropsies,  Dr.  Marcy  prefers  the 
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kmer  dilntionSy  from  the  3rd  downwards  ;  in  cutaneous  affec- 
tions, from  the  3rd  upwards  ;  in  irritation  of  the  bladder  he 
ajB  we  ought  never  to  go  lower  than  the  6th.  The  most 
striking  cures  of  ophthalmia  have  been  made  with  the  higher 
dilutions. 

Of  the  preparations  of  Silver  we  use  two,  the  pure  metal 
itself,  and  the  nitrate. 

Argentum   metaUicum. 

The  finest  silver  leaf  was  the  form  in  which  metallic  silver 
was  proved  by  Hahnemann.  The  precipitated  metal  is  allowed 
as  an  alternative  form  by  the  British  Homoeopathic  Pharma- 
copoeia.    Either  is  triturated  for  our  use. 

Metallic  silver  was  proved,  in  the  first  trituration,  by  Hah- 
nemann and  seven  others  :  the  pathogenesis,  containing  224 
gjmptoms,  appears  in  the  fourth  volume  of  the  Beine  Arznei- 
mxUeUehre.  Some  later  provings  by  Dr.  Huber,  in  the 
potencies  from  1  to  6,  are  recorded  in  the  second  volume  of 
the  (EaterreichiBche  Zeitung,  and  amalgamated  with  Hahne- 
mann's by  Allen. 

Dr.  Huber  sums  up  his  proving  by  suggesting  that  the 
chief  action  of  Argentum  is  on  the  articulations  and  their 
component  elements, — bones,  cartilages,  ligaments,  &c.  It 
leems  to  produce  arthralgia  rather  than  arthritis  ;  and  might 
be  serviceable  in  hysterical  joints.  Dr.  Sharp  writes : — "  a  very 
long-lasting  and  severe  case  of  coxalgia  in  a  young  woman, 
and  another  nearly  similar  affection  of  the  knee,  have  been 
cored  by  it  in  my  hands."  It  also  causes  diuresis ;  and — 
as  Hahnemann  suggested — is  occasionally  useful  in  diabetes 
(not  tneHUfu  indeed,  but  insipidus).  Another  sphere  of  its 
iction  ia  the  larynx.  It  has  cured  hoarseness  and  chronic 
laiyngitiB. 

We  have  yet  to  learn  the  influence  of  Argentum  on  the 
Qteros,  as  there  were  no  women  among  the  provers.  But 
Pereira'a  statement,  that  **  in  uterine  diseases,  especially  when 
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there  are  augmented  discharges  and  great  irritability,  it  has 
been  beneficial,"  suggests  a  specific  action  here ;  and  Teste 
has  related  an  interesting  case  of  uterine  cancer,  in  which  the 
relief  afforded  by  the  drug  was  so  great  that  for  a  time  a  cure 
seemed  about  to  result. 

Awnim,  Platinum^  and  Selenium  are  analogues  of  Argeptum ; 
less  so  Zincum, 

I  know  of  no  recorded  experience  from  which  to  suggest  the 
dose.    Hahnemann  recommends  the  2nd  trituration. 

Argentum  nitricum. 

This  salt  of  silver  is  prepared  in  aqueous  solution,  and  pre- 
served with  the  usual  precautions.  It  is  sometimes  tritu- 
rated ;  but  the  preparation  must  be  uncertain. 

Nitrate  of  silver  only  obtained  a  few  symptoms  in  Hahne- 
mann's hands,  the  15th  dilution  being  employed.  But  it  has 
received  an  exhaustive  proving  from  Dr.  J.  O.  Muller,  of 
Vienna,  the  record  of  which  was  published  in  the  second 
Tolume  of  the  (Eaterreichiache  Zeitung,  and  may  be  read  in 
Hempel's  translation  of  Stapf's  AddUions,  Four  men  and 
two  women  took  part  in  it,  using  both  the  crude  drug  and  the 
£.ttenuations.  Some  physiological  experiments  with  fractions 
of  a  grain  (-^ — J-)  are  related  by  Krahmer  in  his  monograph 
on  Silver,*  and  may  be  read  in  Frank  (iii,  889)  and  partially 
in  Hempel.  The  article  in  Allen's  Encyclopcedia  adds  to  these 
numerous  symptoms  from  poisonings. 

I  would  first  speak  of  the  local  application  of  Nitrate  of 
silver.  Most  of  you  would  probably  be  loth  to  lose  the  advan- 
tages of  the  practice,  and  would  wish  to  know  if  Homoeopathy 
forbids  its  continuance.  She  certainly  does  not ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  claims  it  for  herself.  Let  Trousseau  be  witness  on 
the  point.  "Solutions  of  nitrate  of  silver,"  he  says,t  "at 
first  applied  to  the  pharynx  and  mucous  lining  of  the  mouth, 
passed  into  every-day  use  in  the  treatment  of  inflammations  of 

*  Das  Silver  alt  ArzneimitUl  hetraehtet,  von  Dr.  L.  Krahmer.    1845. 
t  Clinical  Lecture*  (New  Syd.  Soc.)»  u,  19. 
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the  mnoous  membrane  of  the  nose,  ejes,  urethra,  yagina,  and 

eren  of  the  intestines It  was  soon  perceived  that  the 

primaiy  effect  of  this  and  similar  agents  was  analogous  to 
that  produced  hy  inflammation,  and  it  was  easy  to  understand 
-  that  inflammation  artificially  induced  in  tissues  already  the^ 
seat  of  inflammation  led  to  a  cure  of  the  original  inflamma« 
toiy  attack.  When  this  view  was  once  acquired,  there  flowed 
from  it  the  great  therapeutical  principle  of  svbstUution^  which,, 
at  present,  reigns  supreme  in  medical  practice."  If  we 
needed  to  know  what  Trousseau  meant  by  ''  substitution,"  we 
should  find  it  in  what  he  says  in  his  Materia  Medica : — "  if 
now  arsenic  is  employed  "  in  inflammations  ''  locally  in  very 
small  proportions,  U  agU  Jhomoeopathiquementf  c^est-a-dire^  8vb^ 

Nerertheless,  it  is  rarely  that  the  disciple  of  Hahnemanih 
lias  to  avail  himself  of  such  medication.  To  direct  hi» 
"substitutive'*  agents  to  the  parts  affected,  he  uses  the 
elective  affinities  of  drugs.  He  thus  has  a  far  wider  range,, 
and  also  a  more  radical  kind  of  operation.  Local  cure 
of  mflanunation  can  be  satisfactory  only  when  the  disease  is 
of  local  origin.  If,  as  so  often  happens,  the  inflammation  ia 
bat  an  expression  of  blood  changes  farther  back,  it  is  poor 
practioe  to  blight  the  efflorescence  while  root  and  stem  ar& 
untouched.  A  timile  which  acts  from  without  can  do  thifr 
<mly.  But  one  which  acts  from  within  will,  if  it  be  a  true 
one,  track  the  whole  course  of  the  disease,  and  ''  cover "  it< 
from  its  first  origin  to  its  ultimate  manifestation :  for  after  a 
Hke  manner  itself  is  wont  to  behave.  Hence,  if  it  cures,  tiL 
inU  do  so  thoroughly. 

If,  therefore,  a  beginner  in  homoeopathy  should  ask  me- 
about  the  local  use  of  Nitrate  of  silver,  I  should  reply,  first  of 
all,  that  homoeopathy  is  affirmative,  not  negative.  She  for* 
bids  nothing — ^not  [even  bleeding  and  blistering :  she  oustBi 
them  merely  by  curing  without  their  aid.  So,  by  all  means, 
if  you  have  an  ulcer  or  a  local  inflammation  which  you  cannot 
cme  by  specific  internal  medication,  W^J  7^^  lunar  caOE^^^ 
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But  try  the  internal  treatment  first.  1  venture  to  predict 
that,  as  that  becomes  perfected,  the  local  treatment  will  cease 
to  be  required ;  and  the  porte-caustique  will  take  its  place 
with  the  phlebotomy  lancet  among  the  disused  instruments  of 
torture. 

We  turn  now  to  the  internal  use  of  our  drug.  What  is 
generally  known  of  it  is  that  it  inflames  the  gastro-intestinal 
canal,  causing  (in  Pereira's  words)  **  if  the  dose  be  too  large, 
gastrodynia,  sometimes  nausea  and  vomiting,  and  occasion- 
ally purging;"  and  that,  when  absorbed,  it  disorders  the 
nervous  centres,  producing  affections  of  a  convulsive  and  para- 
lytic character.  Its  uses  are — according  to  the  same  authority 
— ^to  allay  chronic  vomiting  and  relieve  gastrodynia,  while  it 
occasionally  displays  curative  powers  in  epilepsy  and  chorea. 
It  is  hardly  necessaiy  to  argue  that  the  virtues  of  the  salt 
depend  upon  the  operation  of  the  law  of  similars. 

But  homoeopathy  requires  more  precision  than  this ;  and  we 
must  look  closer  at  both  the  irritant  and  the  neurotic  pheno- 
mena. As  regards  the  former, — ^locally  the  nitrate  may,  of 
course,  inflame  and  even  ulcerate  the  whole  alimentary  canal. 
There  is  no  evidence,  however,  of  its  elective  aflSnity  for  any 
other  parts  of  the  tract  than  the  mouth  and  throat,  and  the 
duodenum,  which  last  was  found  inflamed  in  Orfila's  dogs 
when  the  salt  was  injected  into  the  veins.  In  provers  the 
throat  looks  dark  red,  and  feels  dry,  and  as  if  a  splinter  or 
ulcer  were  there ;  the  tongue  is  sore,  and  the  papillsB  elevated. 
Tender  and  easily  bleeding  (but  neither  painful  nor  swollen) 
.  gums  have  been  observed  in  patients  under  its  influence,  and 
in  dogs  treated  by  Krahmer  like  Orfila's.  Other  mucous 
membranes  feel  its  influence,  especially  that  of  the  eye.  Dr. 
MiQler  himself  had,  trom  the  second  decimal  trituration,  a 
sharp  attack  of  conjunctivitis,  most  severe  in  the  canthi  and 
carunculsB ;  there  was  even  an  approach  to  chemosis.  Symp- 
toms of  urethritis  were  experienced  by  the  same  prover :  the 
canal  was  swollen,  hard,  and  knotty  to  the  touch,  and  the 
right  testicle  was  enlarged  and  hard. 


ABGSNTUM  NITRICUM.  119 

Then  as  to  the  nerrous  centres  and  nerres.  ''  Both  convul- 
sions and  paralysis  are  present,"  writes  Dr.  H.  C.  Wood,  ^*  in 
cr^fria^  or  sibrer-poisoning."  The  convnlsions  he  describes 
as  leflexy  excited  bj  the  least  peripheral  irritation;  and  as 
persisting  after  the  complete  abolition  of  yolnntarj  move- 
ments. The  paralysis  is  general,  and  is  especiallj  seen  in  the 
pulmonary  branches  of  the  vagi— death  ensuing  from  asphyxia, 
^th  the  same  condition  of  the  lungs  as  when  their  nerves  are 
divided.  In  the  provers  the  neurotic  effect  of  the  drug  was 
manifest  in  headache  deep  in  the  substance  of  the  brain,  with 
low  spirits ;  vertigo ;  want  of  mental  power ;  restless,  dream- 
ful sleep ;  weakness  of  the  spine,  with  pain  at  the  small  of  the 
back;  and  very  marked  debility  of  the  lower  extremities, 
ahnost  approaching  to  paraplegia.  In  Dr.  MuUer  this  last 
was  accompanied  with  emaciation.  Krahmer  developed  in 
himself  a  long-lasting  in&a-orbital  neuralgia ;  but  as  this 
succeeded  to  much  gastric  weakness  and  heartburn,  it  was 
probably  sympathetic  only. 

But  we  have  not  yet  exhausted  the  pathogenetic  power  of 
Nitrate  of  Silver.  Dr.  Bogolowsky,  of  Moscow,  has  recently 
experimented  with  it  largely  in  rabbits,  to  ascertain  its  deeper 
and  more  chronic  effects.*  From  these  it  appears  that  the 
salt  has  a  direct  and  primary  influence  on  the  red  corpuscles 
of  the  blood,  causing  their  colouring  matter  to  escape  into  the 
plasma,  and  so  leading  at  first  to  ecchymosis  and  effusions, 
and  later  to  interference  with  oxidation  and  ultimate  chlorosis. 
As  a  result  of  the  deficient  nutrition  (so  he  thinks)  there 
occurs  catarrh  of  the  mucous  membranes  generally,  and 
degeneration — ^rather  of  a  granular  than  a  fatty  kind — of  the 
renal  and  hepatic  cells,  and  of  the  muscles,  including  the 
heart.    There  is  also  foimd  a  universal  venous  blood-stasis. 

The  therapeutic  virtues  of  Argentum  nitricimi  ma.y  be 
ranged  in  the  same  three  categories. 

1.  Its  previous  repute  in  affections  of  the  stomach  seems 

•  See  Virebow'f  ArcUt),  vi,  4, 1869 ;  and  JPractUwner,  iii,  65, 
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well  sustained  in  the  present  day,  and  some  of  it  is  echoed 
from  the  homoeopathic  ranks.  In  chronic  inflammatory  states 
of  the  organ  its  action  must  be  local,  and  crude  doses  are 
required.  But  the  marked  gastric  sufferings  of  the  proTcrs^ 
seem  to  show  that  the  drug  affects  the  nervous  supply  of  the 
viscus,  and  may— in  doses  too  small  for  local  effect — ^modify 
its  functional  derangements.  So  Dr.  Bayes  speaks  highly  of 
its  power  over  what  he  calls  ''  irritative  flatulent  cardialgia,*^ 
where  the  wind  comes  away  easily,  rushing  upwards  through 
the  mouth.*  Dr.  Holland  communicates  two  excellent  cases 
of  cure  by  it  of  chronic  dyspepsia  disordering  the  heart'a 
action.t  This  was  a  condition  strikingly  developed  in 
Krahmer's  provings.  His  chief  trouble  was  heartburn; 
and  the  excess  of  acid  on  which  this  symptom  usually 
depends  was  the  prominent  feature  of  two  cases  of  gastro>- 
dynia  recorded  by  Mr.  Harmar  Smith  as  cured  by  the 
Nitrate.} 

Ever  since  the  provings  showed  the  specific  influence  of 
Argentum  nitricum  over  the  conjunctiva,  we  have  used  it 
internally — ^whether  externally  also  or  not — in  inflammations- 
of  this  mucous  membrane.  Dr.  Angell  commends  it  *'  in 
affections  of  the  lining  membrane  of  the  lids,  and  of  the 
lachxymal  duct  and  sac,  when  there  is  an  abundant  discharge 
of  pus."  Dr.  Dudgeon§  introduced  its  use  in  the  treatment 
of  ophthalmia  neonatorum;  and  I  for  one  have  been  so 
satisfied  therewith  that  I  have  never  had  to  resort  to  any 
external  measures  heyond  those  needed  for  cleanliness.  Of  a 
piece  with  this  is  Dr.  Meyhoffer's  praise  of  its  action — inter* 
nally  and  by  spray — ^in  tuberculous  laryngitis. 

2.  The  anti-epileptic  virtues  of  this  salt  have  yet  to  be- 
defined.  They  are  undoubted,  though  only  occasionally  seen. 
Nor  are  large  doses  always  required.  A  case  of  forty  years* 
standing  is  cited  by  Hempel,  in  which  the  cure  was  effected  by 
swallowing  a  silver  coin  which  was  ejected  twenty  months  later 

•  Srie.  Jaum.  o/Rom.,  xxx,  143.  f  Tbid,,  xxxii,  86. 

t  Ibid^  XXV,  604.  §  Ibid.,  vi,  216. 
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liQt  little  diminiahed  in  size.    The  onlj  contribution  from  the 
VymceopaUiic  school  is  that  of  Dr.  Gray,  of  New  York,  who 
anerts  that  epilepsies  originating  in  the  brain  may  be  promptly 
md  durably  cured  by  a  few  small  doses,  while  those  proceeding 
from  abdominal  irritation  can  be  barely  palliated  by  large  quan- 
tities.    In  the  paralytic  sphere,  considerable  interest  attaches* 
to  the  medicine  on  account  of  its  having  been  strongly  recom* 
mended  of  late  in  locomotor  ataxy.    Some  cases  by  Wimderlich 
and  others  may  be  read  in  the  twenty-first  volume  of  the  British- 
Jaumal  of  Homceopathy,  in  which  there  appears  no  doubt  of 
the  nature  of  the  disease,  nor  of  its  cure  or  great  mitigation  hj 
the  use  of  the  Nitrate  of  Silver.    Trousseau,  however,  states, 
tiiat  he  has  been  disappointed  in  it.    Dr.  Bazire  gave  it  in 
ox  cases ;  a  very  marked  improvement  took  place  in  one,  and 
a  less  marked  one  in  another,  but  no  appreciable  result  in 
other  instances.    Topinard,  also,  found  an  entire  failure  in 
twelve  cases  out  of  seventeen:  and  in  three  only  of  the 
lemaining  five  was  the  improvement  decided.    It  is  certain, 
therefore,  that  Nitrate  of  Silver  is  no  specific  remedy  against 
locomotor  ataxy  as  such ;  nor  is  it  homoeopathic  thereto,  as 
the  proving  points  to  a  true  paralysis  of  the  legs   as  the 
effect  of  the  drug,  rather  than  a  disorder  of  movements  with 
retention  of  energy.    In  simple  paraplegia  from  exhaustion  I 
have  more  than  once  found  it  of  signal  service ;  and  it  has 
cuied  diphtheritic  paralysis.    In  dull  chronic  headaches  of 
literary  and  business  men  Argentum  nitricum  is  much  com- 
mended.   Dr.  Guernsey  indicates  it  in  giddiness  on  the  least 
mental  or  bodily  exertion. 

3.  But  the  most  interesting  and  important  sphere  of  our 
medicine  is  that  in  which  its  influence  on  the  blood  and  on 
nutrition  is  brought  to  bear.  Not  long  before  Dr.  Bogolowsky 
published  his  results  Dr.  von  Grauvogl's  Lehrhuch  der- 
Hamoopathie  had  appeared  in  Germany.  This  able  work  is^ 
now,  by  the  labours  of  Dr.  Shipman,  of  Chicago,  accessible  to* 
us  in  an  English  dress.  The  author  considers  that  there  are- 
three  principal  '*  morbid  constitutions ;"  that  one  of  these  ia^ 
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the  carbo-nitrogenous,  in  which  the  oxidation  of  the  blood  is 
obstructed,  giving  rise  to  accumulation  of  carbon  and 
nitrogen  in  excess :  and  that  the  chief  remedy  for  this  condi- 
tion is  Nitrate  of  Silver.  Whatever  may  be  thought  of  his 
pathological  theory,  the  cases  he  gives  amply  bear  out  his 
<;ommendation  of  the  remedy ;  and  the  experiments  of  Dr. 
Bogolowsky  supply  the  missing  link  by  demonstrating  its 
homoeopathicity.  We  now  have  a  true  nmUe  for  chlorosis  and 
defective  oxidation  of  the  system ;  and  from  what  I  have  myself 
seen  I  believe  that  the  medicine  will  fully  answer  expectation 
in  this  direction. 

Argentum  nitricum  has  obvious  points  of  analogy  with 
Arsenic  and  Mercury;  with  Phospharfta ;  and  with  HydrO' 
cyanic  acid. 

The  potencies  from  the  third  decimal  to  the  third  centesimal 
have  been  those  chiefly  employed;  but  v.  Orauvogl  gives 
iseveral  drops  of  the  first  per  dose. 

I  have  last  to  speak  of 

Arnica  montana. 

The  homoeopathic  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  entire  fresh 
plant,  or  from  the  root,  recent  or  dried. 

Arnica  has  been  well  proved.  Hahnemann  supplies  a 
pathogenesis  of  it  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Beine  Arenai- 
mittellekref  to  which  nine  persons  besides  himself  have  contri- 
buted. It  contains  638  symptoms,  of  which  47  are  taken  from 
authors,  and  are  chiefly  collateral  or  excessive  effects  of  the 
drug  when  given  to  patients.  Then  we  have  the  provings  of 
-Jorg  and  his  fifteen  or  more  pupils.  These  were  made,  some- 
times with  an  infusion  of  the  flowers,  sometimes  with  a  tincture 
of  the  root.  Last  come  the  experiments  of  Schneller  and 
-other  members  of  the  Vienna  Proving  Society,  of  which  an 
accoimt  is  given  in  the  sixth  volume  of  the  British  Journal  of 
SonuBopaihy.  Dr.  Allen  unites  the  symptoms  horn  all  these 
490urGes  in  his  Encyclopcedia, 

Of  the  physiological  effects  elicited  in  these  provings  I 
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shall  best  speak  as  I  discuss  the  therapeutical  powers  of  the 
drag.  Of  these  let  us  take  the  best  known, — its  remedial 
action  in  mechanical  injuries. 

1.  This  property  of  Arnica  has  come  to  be  (in  this  country 
at  least)  associated  with  homoaopathj.  But  the  method  of 
Hahnemann  cannot  take  credit  for  its  discovery.  He  himself 
tells  us,  in  the  preface  to  his^  proving,  that  it  had  become 
known  to  the  **  common  man,"  and  the  plant  named  '^  Fall- 
baut"  (plant  for  falls)  accordingly ;  and  that,  two  hundred 
years  ago,  a  physician  (Fehr)  communicated  this  discovery  of 
domestic  practice  to  the  profession,  who  then  named  the  herb 
PoMacea  lapsorum.  The  only  credit  homceopathy  can  claim 
in  connection  with  Arnica  is  that  she  has  kept  the  tradition 
alive.  Satisfied  with  Hahnemann's  inference  from  his  provings, 
that  *^  all  the  symptoms  attending  violent  contusions  and 
tearing  of  the  fibres  are  analogically  produced  by  Arnica  in  the 
bealthy  organism,"  she  has  adopted  the  popular  remedy  into 
lier  list  of  similars.  With  her  adherents  to  this  day  Arnica 
is  to  an  injuiy  what  Aconite  is  to  a  chill ;  and  the  most  grati- 
fying results  are  continually  being  obtained  from  it.  In 
contrast,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  Binger  and  H.  G.  Wood 
<nnit  Arnica  altogether ;  while  Dr.  Phillips  ''  considers  it  a 
gieat  |nty  that  it  has  not  (1874)  come  into  more  general  use  " 
in  this  direction. 

I  have  said  that  Arnica  is  to  an  injury  what  Aconite  is  to  a 
chin :  that  is,  it  will  almost  infallibly  obviate  the  ill-effects,  if 
given  before  organic  mischief  has  been  set  up.  It  becomes  thus 
the  great  remedy  to  be  administered  in  all  cases  of  concussion, 
sprain,  or  other  suffering  from  violence.  It  removes,  as 
Hahnemann  says,  "  the  pernicious  consequences  which  often 
attend  falls,  contusions,  blows,  thrusts,  straining,  twisting  or 
tearing  the  solid  parts  of  our  organism."  But,  imlike  Aconite, 
it  win  follow  up  the  cause  to  many  of  the  changes  it  effects, 
e?en  when  of  long  standing  and  profound  character.  Such 
are  those  instanced  by  Dr.  Bayes  in  his  interesting  article  on 
the  drag,  viz. :  the  chronic  muscular  stif&iess— called  rheu- 
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matism-— of  old  labourers,  and  the  cardiac  hypertroplij  of 
boating  men.  Mr.  Nankivell  bas  illustrated  the  same  thing 
by  some  of  the  thoracic  affections  of  the  Cornish  miners.* 

The  tissue  affected  in  all  these  instances  is  the  muscular: 
and  upon  this  Arnica  speciallj  acts.  It  is  aboYO  all  things  a 
myotic.  It  thus  becomes  the  main  remedy  for  those  numerous 
afEections  which  Dr.  Inman  has  so  well  described  under  the 
term  myalgia.  Over-exertion  of  healthy  muscles,  or  the  normal 
use  of  weak  muscles,  will  bring  on  these  pains :  and  Amioa 
will  almost  infallibly  relieve  them.  As  their  occurrence  ia 
very  common,  it  is  a  medicine  in  daily  use.  I  need  only 
specify  two  of  them.  One  is  the  form  of  pleurodynia  known 
as  spurious  pleurisy.  This  may  readily  be  induced  by  over- 
exertion, as  in  the  following  case  reported  by  Dr.  Tmnan. 
*'  A  party  of  gentlemen  on  a  severe  pedestrian  excursion  were 
all  tired  on  the  first  day,  and  that  was  all ;  on  the  second  day 
some  began  to  have  frequent  stitches  in  the  side,  could  not 
sleep  on  the  side,  but  only  on  the  back ;  on  the  third  day  the 
pains  in  the  side  were  terribly  increased,  with  so  much  tender* 
ness  that  they  could  not  bear  the  weight  of  the  clothes."  In 
this  not  uncommon  form  of  pleurodynia  Arnica  gives  ra^d 
relief.  It  must  be  distinguished  from  the  muscular  rheuma- 
tism so  called,  which  yields  much  more  satisfactorily  to  Bryonia 
or  ActsBa  racemosa.  Another  myalgia  which  I  would  specify 
is  one  of  the  forms  of  pain  after  food.  The  pain  comes  on 
immediately,  even  during  the  act  of  swallowing ;  the  patients 
are  weak,  and  of  lax  fibre ;  and  they  often  have  or  have  had 
myalgiffi  elsewhere.    Here  too  Arnica  is  an  admirable  remedy. 

In  this  connexion  I  would  recommend  the  perusal  of  an 
excellent  paper  by  Dr.  Madden  on  "  Myalgia,"  in  the  twenty- 
fifth  volume  of  the  JBrUish  Journal  of  Homceopaihy,  He,  too,. 
places  Arnica  first  among  the  anti-myalgics ;  and  agrees  with 
Dr.  Bayes  in  finding  heart  affections  consequent  on  over- 
exertion amenable  to  its  use.     I  may  also  mention  that 

*  Brit,  Jaum,  of  Hom^  xxiii,  177. 
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Dr.  Tcm  GraaTOgl  praases  it  highly  for  the  ^  clergyman's  sore 
Iboat;'*  and  that  I  myself  have  cured  with  it  a  chronic 
tenesmus  of  the  bladder  produced  by  frequent  long  retentions 
iKoenitated  by  the  patient's  business. 

But,  though  Arnica  affects  the  muscles  chiefly,  we  must 
not  limit  its  influence  to  these.  It  will  check  the  heemor- 
ilnges  of  mechanical  yiolence ;  quiet  the  nervous  startings  of 
%  fractured  limb ;  and  obviate  the  danger  of  re-action  in 
concoimon  of  the  brain  and  sudden  apoplectic  extravasation. 
It  seems,  moreover,  to  cover  the  whole  remote  effects  of  an 
injviy.  OtiYe  it  to  one  whose  frame  cannot  forget  the  shock 
tif  a  &r-back  railway  accident ;  and  you  and  he  will  be  alike 
flighted  with  the  effect. 

In  external  injuries  Arnica  may  be  used  locally  as  well  as 
inwardly;  and  will  give  speedy  relief  to  pain,  while  pro- 
noting  the  restoration  of  the  bruised  part  to  its  normal 
tondition.  Any  one  who  has  tried  it  when  his  finger  has 
bem  jammed  in  a  door  will  bear  witness  to  the  statement.* 
How  it  effects  this  is  a  difficult  question.  Dr.  Gkrrod  has 
diown  that  it  has  no  ''absorbent"  power  over  mere  san- 
guineoas  effusion,  such  as  dry-cupping  can  produce.  Violence 
•eemB  always  needed  to  call  forth  its  remedial  powers ;  but 
then  they  are  indubitable. 

2.  The  next  most  familiar  action  of  Arnica  is  that  which  it 
exerts  on  the  skin.  There  is  first  an  eruption  which  in  some 
•moeptible  persons  results  from  its  external  application.  The 
very  scent  of  it  is  sometimes  enough ;  and  I  have  even  known 
the  eruption  follow  the  internal  use  of  the  first  dilution.  It 
consists  of  a  number  of  very  fine  vesicles  on  an  erythematous 
base,  with  much  heat  and  itching.  Dr.  Phillips  thinks  that 
an  aqueous  infusion  of  the  plant,  by  excluding  the  amicine 
and  etherial  oil  (which  are  insoluble  in  water),  is  preferable  to 
A  lotion  made  from  the  tincture  for  external  application,  as 
being  non-irritating. 

The  Arnica-erysipelas  is  rarely  met  with  as  an  idiopathic 
*  See  Brit.  Joum.  of  Sam,,  zviii,  132. 
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affection,  and  hence  the  drug  is  little  used  in  this  complaint. 
But  Hahnemann  points  out  the  resemblance  of  another  of  its 
cutaneous  effects  to  a  boil ;  and  recommends  it  as  preventive 
and  curative  in  that  complaint.  Teste  cured  with  it  an  angina 
which  seemed  to  result  from  the  retrocession  of  boils,  and 
V.  Orauvogl  states  that  repeated  doses  will  often  abort  a 
carbuncle. 

3.  Less  known  is  the  action  of  Arnica  on  the  nervous 
tissue.  It  is  reputed  in  Oermanj  as  a  stimulant  to  the  brain 
and  spinal  cord;  and  has  cured  in  Collin's  hands*  many 
cases  of  amaurosis  and  paralysis.  Improvement  was  gene- 
rally preceded  by  peculiar  sensations  in  the  affected  parts,  aa 
tingling  and  electric  shocks.  The  provers  suffered  from 
congestive  vertigo  and  headache ;  and  from  pains  down  th& 
spine.  Van  der  Kolk  (according  to  Phillips)  foimd  Arnica 
"  invaluable  in  that  condition  of  idiopathic  ursemia  where,  the 
first  excitement  having  diminished,  the  head  neverthelesa 
remains  hot,  and  where  a  tendency  to  imbecility  or  to  para* 
lysis  is  shown."    Hahnemann  cured  a  chronic  vertigo  with  it» 

4.  Arnica  causes,  according  to  both  Jorg  and  Hahnemann, 
violent  urging  to  stool,  with  scanty  and  natural  faeces,  as  if 
the  muscular  coat  only  of  the  bowel  was  excited.  Thia 
suggests  the  homoeopathicity  of  its  action  in  dysenteiy,  for 
which  it  has  long  been  in  repute — Stoll  calling  it  a  specific 
anti-dysenteric.  Hahnemann  recommended  it  here  himself  r 
but  it  had  almost  dropped  out  of  use  until  it  was  revived  in 
America  by  a  curious  accident,  and  has  been  highly  esteemed 
there  since.  Tormina  and  tenesmus  would  especially  call 
for  it.t 

5.  Another   property   ascribed    to   Arnica   by   the   older 

•  Ohs,  circa  Morboi,  iv  and  v. 

t  S.  261  of  Hahnemann's  pathogenesis  ("pnmlent  and  bloody  stool'*) 
must  not  be  regarded  as  proving  the  homoeopathidty  of  Arnica  to  dysen- 
tery. It  occurred  in  a  child  to  whom  Arnica  was  being  given  for  a  fall 
from  a  height.  The  reporter  regarded  it  as  a  sign  of  internal  oontnsion  or 
extravasation. 
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miteTB  was  that  of  checkmg  suppuration.  Dr.  v.  Grauvogl 
entirely  confirms  this  from  his  own  experience  with  small 
doses. 

Arnica  has  yet  some  minor  actions,  which  may  be  briefly 
mentioned.  It  causes  two  marked  sensations  in  the  stomach : 
a  sense  of  repletion,  and  a  feeling  of  canine  hunger  with 
(nerertheless)  no  appetite  for  food.  It  is  reconmiended  in 
nhooping-ooughy  when  children  begin  to  cry  as  soon  as  they 
feel  the  cough  coming  on. 

I  must  notice,  before  leaying  Arnica,  Dr.  Phillips'  singular 
tbeo|y  about  the  cause  of  its  activity.  Tri-methylamine 
(sometimee  called  ^'propylamine")  has  been  obtained  from 
it,  as  from  a  dozen  other  substances ;  and  must  be  r^arded 
(be  thinks)  as  its  active  ingredient.  But  there  is  no  analogy 
between  the  action  of  the  two — as  there  is,  e.  ^.,  between 
Belladonna  and  Atropine,  between  Aconite  and  Aconitine. 
Arnica  has  never  cured  true  rheumatism :  Dr.  Fuller,  whom 
Phillips  cites,  used  it  only  as  a  nervine  stimulant  therein.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  Dr.  Phillips  tries  to  get  the  effects  of 
Arnica  in  shakes  and  bruises  from  tri-methylamine,  he  will 
be  grievously  disappointed. 

In  its  antidotal  power  against  mechanical  violence  Arnica 
is  ahnost  unique,  finding  only  a  point  of  contact  here  and 
there  with  Bhus  and  Hypericum.  In  its  action  on  the 
anscles  JBryania  and  Actcea  resemble  it  somewhat;  as  a 
cutaneous  irritant  it  is  aUied  again  to  Bhus  and  to  Croton, 

In  all  recent  affections  Arnica  may  be  given  in  small  or 
iractional  doses  of  the  mother  tincture.  But  I  must  agree 
vith  Dr.  Bayes,  that  if  we  desire  to  get  good  from  it  in  the 
RQiote  effects  of  injury,  we  must  ascend  to  the  region  of 
infintt 
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AB8ENIC. 

Wb  have  to-daj  to  gird  up  our  loins,  and  summon  all  • 
strength,  that  we  may  master  the  greatest  of  medid] 
l)ecau8e  the  greatest  of  poisons, 

Arsenicum. 

By  this  name  a  homoeopathist  means  Arsenious  acid, 
Arsenicum    album    of    the    old   nomenclature.      This    i 
is  triturated  up  to  the  3rd  decimal  attenuation,  and  t 
prepared  by  solution :  or  this  potency  may  be  made  at  o 
by  boiling. 

The  homceopathic  literature  of  Arsenic  is  very  extens 
and  abounds  in  both  original  and  collected  material.  Hal 
mann  published  a  proving  of  it  in  the  second  volume  of 
Materia  Medica  Pttra,  and  subsequently  another  in 
second  edition  of  the  Chronic  DisecLses.  The  former,  in 
latest  shape  (1833),  consists  of  1079  symptoms,  of  wl 
697  are  from  Hahnemann  himself  and  seven  fellow-obsen 
.  and  882  are  cited  from  authors.  Many  of  these  last  bel 
to  records  of  poisoning  with  Arsenious  acid  itself,  or  ^ 
other  preparations  of  the  drug — as  orpiment,  realgar, 
cobalt.  But  a  good  many  are  vitiated  by  having  I 
observed  in  sufferers  from  intermittents  treated  by  the  d 
where  it  is  very  difficult  to  decide  how  much  is  ague  and '. 
much  Arsenic.  The  pathogenesis  in  the  Chronic  Dise 
(1839)  contains  202  additional  symptoms,  of  which  79 
from  a  case  of  poisoning  involving  a  whole  family  (Elaise: 
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and  the  rest  from  observations  made  on  patients  taking  globules 
of  the  30th  bj  Hahnemann  himself  and  bj  Hering.  Several 
studies  and  supplementings  of  Hahnemann's  pathogenesis  of 
Arsenic  have  been  made.  Dr.  Wurmb  has  contributed  one 
«f  the  former,  which  may  be  read  in  English  in  the  third  and 
fourth  volumes  of  the  British  Journal  of  Homceopathy.  Dr. 
Black  has  given  us  a  most  valuable  arrrangement  of  the  drug 
in  the  first  part  of  the  Hahnemann  Materia  Medica,  where  its 
smptomatologj  is  revised  and  augmented,  and  illustrated  by 
clinical  comments.  Dr.  Both  has  criticised  Hahnemann's 
toxicological  material,  and  incorporated  what  he  considers 
trustworthy  in  it  with  all  that  has  since  appeared  in  a  scheme 
of  the  drug  which  contains  1056  symptoms.*  The  matter 
from  all  these  sources,  with  a  more  complete  revision  and 
iUiunination  of  Hahnemann's  cited  symptoms,  is  embodied  in 
the  article  on  Arsenic  in  Allen's  Encyclopcedia,  where  the  list 
lias  swelled  to  2872.  But,  next  to  Hahnemann  himself,  the 
most  eminent  and  fruitful  worker  in  the  field  of  arsenical 
action  has  been  Dr.  Imbert-Gourbeyre,  professor  in  the 
medical  school  of  Clermont-Ferrand.  His  numerous  writings 
on  the  subject — appearing  during  the  last  twenty  years  in  the 
Gazette  Medicate  de  Paris,  the  Moniteur  des  Hopitatcx,  L*Art 
Medical,  and  other  journals — I  shall  cite  as  I  come  to  the 
several  points  of  which  they  treat. 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  much  consideration  with  me  how  I 
should  best  present  this  abundant  material  to  your  notice.  In 
former  editions  I  had  attempted  a  brief  but  pretty  complete 
sketch  of  the  physiological  action  of  the  drug,  and  had  then 
considered  its  therapeutic  powers  in  corresponding  categories. 
I  have  determined  here  to  treat  the  subject  from  a  more 
distinctly  clinical  point  of  view,  and  to  connect  more  closely 
the  pathogenetic  and  curative  actions.  We  shall  consider 
Arsenic  in  the  sphere  of  fevers,  of  inflammations,  and  of 
neuroses ;    concluding  with  some  miscellaneous  and  general 

•  BriL  Jottrn.  of  Horn.,  xx. 
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observations.  My  aim  will  be  to  supply  information  relative 
to  the  experience  gained  with  it  in  the  homoeopathic  school ; 
and  to  throw  light  upon  the  question  of  its  modus  operandi  in 
the  various  disorders  for  which  it  is  in  repute. 

I.  The  virtues  of  Arsenic  in  ague  are  well  known ;  and  in 
the  school  of  Hahnemann  it  is  accounted  the  most  potent 
remedy  for  febrile  conditions  of  the  typhoid  type.  I  shall 
characterise  its  action  here  more  precisely  as  I  proceed :  let  us 
first  inquire  what  relation  its  physiological  effects  bear  to  the 
conditions  in  question. 

Dr.  Imbert-Oourbeyre  has  examined  this  point  in  an  essay 
"  On  the  Pebrigenic  Power  of  Arsenic,"*  and  demonstrates, 
that  fever  is  among  the  most  constant  and  characteristie 
effects  of  the  poison.  It  is  obvious,  however,  that  in  the 
great  majority  of  the  observations  he  cites  it  was  symptomatic 
of  the  gastro-enteric  irritation  set  up,  rather  than  a  primary 
effect.  When  thus  occurring,  it  is  of  the  hectic  type,  often 
having  marked  evening  exacerbations ;  sometimes  chill  and 
heat,  with  thirst  and  headache,  recur  periodically,  in  somewhat 
irregular  rotation.  This  is  the  condition  set  up  in  chronic 
arsenical  poisoning,  as  seen  (for  instance)  in  the  victims  of  the 
Aqtia  Toff  ana  of  old. 

But  some  of  the  evidence  adduced  by  our  author,  and  other 
facts  elsewhere  obtainable,  show  that  Arsenic  can  cause  fever 
without  local  irritation.  Of  this  kind  is  the  observation  of 
Dr.  V.  Grauvogl,  who,  after  some  days'  use  of  the  15th  attenua- 
tion, experienced  nothing  but  an  insatiable  thirst.  From  the 
5  th  potency  he  felt  great  languor  and  sleeplessness  in  addition  to 
the  thirst ;  and  it  was  not  until,  some  weeks  after,  he  descended 
to  the  3rd  decimal,  that  symptoms  of  the  stomach  and  bowels 
showed  themselves.  Then  Hahnemann  remarked  (1 796)  t — "  I 
have  myself  ascertained  that  Arsenic  has  a  great  tendency  to 
excite  that  spasm  in  the  blood-vessels  and  the  shock  in  the 
nervous  system  we  call  the  febrile  rigor.     If  it  be  given  in  a 

*  L*Art  MSdical,  1865 ;  and  Srit  Joum.  of  Horn.,  zxiy,  72. 
t  Letwr  Writings  (tr.  by  Dudgeoo),  p.  336. 
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pretty  large  dose  (one  sixth  or  one  fifth  of  a  grain)  to  an 
adult,  ihis  rigor  becomes  very  evident."  It  affects  the  vaso- 
motor nerves  as  we  have  seen  that  Aconite  does.  But  the 
sabsequent  phenomena  are  very  different  in  the  two  drugs. 
With  Aconite  a  brief  febrile  reaction  of  synochal  type  occurs, 
and  then  all  ends  with  perspiration.  But  from  Arsenic  we  have 
either  a  repetition  of  the  chills  at  intervals,  or  a  long-lasting 
fever  with  typhoid  symptoms.  Of  the  former  Hahnemann 
speaks : — "It  possesses,"  he  says  (loc.  cit), "  the  power,  observed 
bj  me,  of  exciting  a  daily  recurring,  though  always  weaker 
paroxysm,  even  although  its  use  be  discontinued."  Thus  it 
may  set  up  an  affection  undistinguishable  from  ague,  of  which 
instances  have  been  recorded  by  Boudin,  Delaharpe,  Imbert- 
Gourbeyre,  and  Dudgeon.*  Of  the  typhoid  condition  often 
set  up  in  protracted  arsenical  poisoning  an  exquisite  example 
is  afforded  by  one  of  Orfila's  cases.  Prom  the  eighteenth  to 
the  twenty -third  day,  it  is  said,  "his  appearance  resembles 
that  of  a  patient  labouring  under  typhus."  By  others,  more- 
over (as  Dr.  Imbert-Gourbeyre  shows),  poisoning  by  Arsenic 
has  been  compared  to  the  course  of  low  fever ;  and  once  it 
has  been  mistaken  for  it.  Dr.  Hausmann  has  also  shown,  in 
an  essay  on  the  subject  in  the  (Esterreich,  Zeit^chrifi  (1845), 
that  the  intestinal  lesions  of  typhoid  have  often  found  their 
analogues  in  the  autopsies  of  persons  perishmg  from  the 
effects  of  Arsenic. 

It  is  thus  evident  that  (as  Boudin  admits)  Arsenic  is 
homoeopathic^  to  the  ague  it  undoubtedly  cures ;  and  that, 
upon  the  principle  of  similarity,  it  ought  to  be  useful  in 
typhus  and  enteric  fevers.  It  is  indeed  so.  My  own  experi- 
ence would  lead  me  to  lay  it  down  as  a  canon  that  what 
Aconite  is  to  simple  fever,  that  Arsenic  is  to  its  malignant 
form.  Whenever  the  well-known  "  typhoid "  symptoms 
occur — especially  the  dry  tongue  and  the  (often  involuntary) 
diarrhoea — ^whether  in  continued  fevers,  in  the  exanthemata,  as 

•  Brit  Journ,  of  JETom.,  xx,  204. 


132  ARSENICUM. 

'Symptomatic  of  mortification,  or  as  results  of  blood-poisoning, 
my  advicfe  is  to  put  in  your  Arsenic,  and  use  it  freely  apd 
persistently.  I  have  seen  many  an  apparently  desperate  case 
'Cured  by  it.  Dr.  Imbert-G-ourbeyre's  paper  will  show  that 
this  canon  obtains  general  acceptance  in  the  homceopathic 
school,  and  is  not  without  confirmation  elsewhere.  Pleisch- 
mann  relied  upon  Arsenic  almost  exclusively  in  the  treatment 
of  typhoid  at  his  hospital.  Dr.  v.  G-rauTOgl  has  every  confid- 
-ence  in  it  in  pyaemia. 

The  irritative  fever  of  Arsenic  suggests  its  use  in  hectic 
conditions  such  as  accompany  tuberculosis,  and  chronic 
mischief  in  the  lungs  or  intestines.  We  have  always  made 
much  use  of  it  in  the  febrile  marasmus  of  children  (usually 
from  mesenteric  disease)  and  in  phthisis.  Eecently  it  has 
'been  much  commended  in  the  latter  disease,  especially  as 
^diminishing  the  hectic.  Dr.  Einger  confirms  the  statement 
ihat  it  will  reduce  the  temperature  in  tuberculosis ;  and 
states  that  coincidently  the  symptoms  are  relieved,  and  even 
—in  some  cases — apparent  cure  effected. 

As  regards  ague,  Boudin's  doses  were  often  as  Hahne- 
mannian  as  his  theory  of  the  modus  operandi,  for  he  has 
succeeded  in  curing  chronic  cases  with  a  single  milligramme. 
Arsenic  has,  moreover,  the  highest  repute  as  an  anti- 
intermittent  among  homoeopathists,  and  in  quite  infinitesi- 
mal doses.  Drs.  Wurmb  and  Caspar,  from  their  experience 
in  the  Leopoldstadt  Hospital  at  Vienna,  place  it  first  among 
the  remedies  for  chronic  agues  (it  is  rarely  indicated  when 
they  are  recent).  The  special  indications  for  it  they  epitomise 
thus  : — "  one  stage  absent ;  heat  burning ;  rapid  prostration ; 
torpid  weakness:  dropsical  swellings;  cachexia;  abuse  of 
Quinine."  But  they  add — "it  will  often  cure  when  other 
remedies  selected  with  the  greatest  care  have  failed,"  They 
were  at  this  time  using  the  15th  dilution  exclusively  in  their 
wards.*  Dr.  Bahr  praises  the  same  potency  as  sovereign  in 
malarial  cachexia ;  but  in  recent  cases  prefers  the  first  three 
•  See  JBrit.  Joum,  of  Horn,,  vols,  xii  and  xiii. 
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triturations.  Of  these,  besides  the  ordinary  symptomatic 
indications  of  the  drag,  he  says — "Arsenicum  is  indicated 
the  more  specifically  the  cleaner  the  tongue  remains,  the  mor& 
rapidly  the  strength  is  exhausted  by  a  single  paroxysm,  and 
the  sooner  the  characteristic  sallow  pallor  makes  its  appear* 
ance." 

But  before  leaving  this  part  of  our  subject,  I  must  speak 
of  the  action  of  Arsenic  in  cholera.  I  think  I  shall  carry 
most  pathologists  with  me  at  the  present  day,  in  maintaining 
(as  I  hare  long  ago  done)  *  that  Asiatic  cholera  is  essentially^ 
a  pernicious  malarial  fever,  in  which  the  poison  exhausts, 
its  influence  in  a  single  paroxysm.  We  have  already  seen. 
Arsenic  causing  the  primary  chill  and  the  consecutive  fever 
of  this  malady  ;  and  we  shall  hereafter  find  the  cramps,  the 
vomiting  and  purging,  and  the  suppression  of  urine  repro- 
duced in  its  pathogenesis.  So  complete  is  the  resemblance 
that  Dr.  H.  C.  Wood  can  truly  say  that  "  arsenical  poisoning 
has  been  mistaken  for  cholera,  not  only  in  life,  but  also  after 
death,  on  the  post-mortem  table."  He  is  probably  referring 
in  these  last  words  to  a  case  reported  by  Professor  Virchow^ 
in  volume  xlvii  of  his  Archiv,f  The  very  fimgi  described  by 
Hob  and  others  as  peculiar  to  cholera  were  present  in  the- 
rice-water  fluid  with  which  the  intestines  were  filled ;  and 
the  condition  of  the  mucous  membranes  was  anatomically 
identical.  The  phenomena,  moreover,  which  sometimes  occur 
in  arsenical  poisoning,  where  the  patient  dies  in  a  few  hours, 
in  collapse,  without  symptoms  of  gastro-enteric  irritation — 
nderaMan,  as  the  French  call  it — have  been  compared  by 
many  observers  to  the  way  in  which  cholera  occasionally^ 
invades  the  system. 

It  is  true  that  this  is  not  always  so ;  and  that  the  vomiting 
and  purging  of  arsenical  poisoning  usually  depend  on 
gastro-enteritis,  which  is  absent  in  cholera.  Hence  the 
minute  symptomatology  of  the  disease  does  not  altogether 

•  Brit.  Joum,  of  Horn.,  xxiv,  485. 
t  See  Ihid.,  xxviii,  202. 


134  ARSENICUM. 

correspond  with  that  accepted  as  characteristic  of  the  drug. 
It  was  probably  for  this  reason  that  Hahnemann,  on  first 
hearing  an  account  of  cholera  when  it  invaded  Europe  in 
1830,  in  naming  the  drugs  most  likely  from  their  homoeo- 
pathicity  to  be  its  antidotes,  specified  Camphor,  Veratrum, 
and  Cuprum,  but  omitted  Arsenic.  Further  knowledge  of 
the  disease  has  shown  that  the  features  in  which  there  is  a 
true  similarity  are  those  of  most  importance ;  and  Arsenic 
has  accordingly  been  added  to  the  three  Hahnemannian 
medicines  by  those  who  care  more  for  real  lesions  than  for 
symptomatic  minutise.  With  such  it  has  become  the  sheet- 
anchor  in  the  most  desperate  cases.  In  the  epidemic  of 
1849,  Dr.  Russell  at  Edinburgh  and  Dr.  DrysdaJe  at  Liver- 
pool concurred  in  giving  to  Arsenic  the  chief  place  in  the 
treatment  of  cholera,  when  the  time  for  arresting  it  with 
Camphor  had  gone  by ;  and  I  believe  this  to  be  the  general 
experience  of  homoeopathists. 

n.  I  come  now  to  the  place  of  Arsenic  in  the  treatment  of 
inflammations.  Here  its  general  homoeopathicity,  at  least, 
is  evident ;  for  no  more  characteristically  irritant  poison 
is  known.  It  is  only  necessary  on  this  head  to  inquire  if 
the  similarity  extend  to  the  seat  and  kind  of  the  inflam- 
matory action. 

1.  Let  us  first  take  the  mucous  membranes.  To  this 
tissue  Ai'senic  may  fairly  be  called  a  specific  irritant ;  as  it 
affects  it  in  some  measure  wherever  found,  and  however  the 
poison  is  introduced  into  the  system.  The  character  of  the 
inflammation  here  produced  is  not  (as  with  Tartar  emetic) 
muco-purulent,  but  the  membrane  is  dry,  or  exudes  a  thin 
ichorous  discharge ;  and  the  further  progress  of  the  mischief 
is  towards  ulceration  rather  than  suppuration.  After  this 
manner  the  alimentary  canal  is  affected  throughout,  but 
more  es])ecially  the  mouth,  throat,  stomach,  duodenum,  and 
rectum.  The  inflammation  is  severe,  and  causes  vomiting, 
diarrhoea,  and  dysentery ;  aphthae  in  the  mouth ;  ulceratien 
of  the  stomach  and  intestine  ;  and  even  gangrene  at  the  anus. 
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On  the  reepiiatory  tract  the  influence  of  Arsenic  is  less 
Timlenty  save  on  the  uppermost  portion ;  but  the  whole  extent 
is  affected,  as  shown  by  post-mortem  redness,  and  cough  and 
other  symptoms  of  irritation  during  life.     The  arsenical  con- 
jmictiyitis,  which  is  as  well  known  as  the  mercurial  stoma- 
titiSy  belongs  to  this  category  ;  and  there  is  also  an  arsenical 
coiyza — ^not  merely  in  those  living  in  rooms  papered  with  it 
(where  it  is  constant,  but  might  be  a  local  effect  merely),  but 
also  (as  Dr.  Imbert-Gourbeyre  has  shown)  from  its  internal 
administration,  even  in  infinitesimal  doses.      The    genito- 
urinary mucous  membrane  is  inflamed  throughout,  even — as 
in  one  case  of  Christison's — ^inside  the  uterus  and  Fallopian 
tubes;   in  the  penis,  scrotum,  and  yulva  (as  in  the  anus) 
gangrene  not  unfrequently  takes  place.      This  last  pheno- 
menon is  one  of  those  specially  studied  by  Dr.   Imbert- 
Oourbeyre.* 

These  are  the  pathogenetic  facts ;  and  now  let  us  turn  to 
those  of  therapeutics.   If  similia  similibus  were  absurd ;  if  the 
presence  of  inflammation  were,  according  to  the  old  view,  a 
<»ntra-indication  for  an  irritant,  Arsenic  ought  to  be  utterly 
eschewed  in  gastritis  and  enteritis.     Yet  it  is  not  so.     Mr. 
Hunt  tells  us  that  when  his  patients  with  cutaneous  disease 
had  also  chronic   irritations   of  the  alimentary   canal,  the 
Arsenic  he  gave  them  rather  benefited  these  than  otherwise. 
Br.  Thorowgood  writes  in  the  Practitioner  to  extol  the  medi- 
cine in  "  Irritative  Dyspepsia "    (v.  21)  ;   and  Dr.  Ringer, 
supporting  this  recommendation,  adds  the  morning  vomiting 
of  drunkards,  chronic  ulcer  of  the  stomach,  and  several  other 
analogous  affections,  in  all  of  which  he  says  *^  it  allays  pain 
suid  checks  vomiting.  * '     These  gentlemen  have  but  borrowed  a 
remedy  traditional  in  the  homoeopathic  school.     There  are 
indeed  few  inflammatory  diseases  of  the  alimentary  canal  in 
which  Arsenic  is  not  of  great  service,  though  in  some  it  is 
edipsed  by  other  remedies.     Thus  :  in  the  mouth  and  throat 
Mercury,  Nitric  and  Muriatic  Acid,   Kali   chloricum,  and 

•  See  Brit,  Journ,  of  Som.,  xxiii,  77. 
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Belladonna  supersede  it  on  ordinary  occasions.  But  in  can- 
crum  oris,  in  severe  forms  of  aphthae,  and  generally  in  maJig- 
nant  inflammations  and  phagedcenic  ulcerations  (non-syphi- 
litic) of  these  parts.  Arsenic  has  no  rival.  In  gastritis,  acute 
and  chronic,  and  in  duodenitis,  it  is  the  chief  remedy  ;  and  so 
in  all  dyspepsia  resulting  therefrom.  In  ulcer  of  the 
stomach  and  intestines  it  yields  the  palm  to  Kali  bichro- 
micum,  and  also  in  the  one  to  Uranium  nitricum,  and  in  the 
other  to  Mercurius  corrosivus ;  which  last,  moreover,  is 
superior  to  it  in  dysentery,  save  where  the  rectum  is  most 
affected  and  where  there  is  much  prostration.  As  the 
purging  caused  by  it  depends  upon  intestinal  inflammation,, 
it  is  not  homoeopathic  to  simple  "functional"  diarrhoea, 
however  severe.  But  in  most  cases  of  chronic  diarrhoea^ 
where  there  is  generally  some  disorganization,  Arsenic  is  & 
glorious  remedy. 

Arsenic  holds  an  important  place  in  the  treatment  of  the 
disorders  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  respiratory  mucous 
membrane.  Here,  too,  we  have  the  support  of  Dr.  Einger,. 
who  makes  some  interesting  remarks  on  a  variety  of  forms  of 
paroxysmal  coryza,  sometimes  running  into  bronchitis,  in 
which  he  finds  the  medicine  very  useful.  The  sneezing  and 
wheezing  of  these  affections  ally  them  to  hay-fever  and 
-asthma ;  though  in  the  latter — probably  because  of  the  local 
presence  of  the  specific  irritant — remedies  do  not  avail 
much.  Nevertheless,  Arsenic  has  often  gained  much  credit 
in  its  treatment.*  Dr.  Einger  does  not  mention  influenza^ 
This,  like  cholera,  is  an  epidemic  disease  characterised  by 
vaso-motor  disturbance,  prostration,  and  copious  flux.  To  the- 
typical  form  of  this  malady  Arsenic  precisely  corresponds ;: 
and  in  my  hands  has  always  proved  rapidly  curative  of  it,, 
imquestionably  cutting  short  its  progress.  In  sxx>radie 
coryzas  approaching  this  type  it  is  no  less  valuable.  Here, 
too,  I  must  speak  of  its  use  in  ophthalmia.  In  simple 
chronic  conjimctivitis  I  myself  place  great  reliance  upon  it; 

•  Sec  Watsou's  Practice  of  Fh^sic,  I. 
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and  in  stramous  opbthaJmia  mj  experience  coincides  with 
that  of  many  others  that  it  will  often  cure  obstinate  cases 
where  every  other  medicine  has  failed.  Dr.  Angell,  our  best 
authority  on  ophthalmic  disease,  commends  it  '^  in  superficial 
and  deep-seated  ulcerations  of  the  cornea,  especially  in  scro- 
fulous subjects  ;  in  catarrhal  ophthalmia,  with  thin  secretion 
and  irritation  of  the  edges  of  the  lids  ;  and  in  iQceration  of 
the  tarsal  edges,  with  thin  secretion."  In  bronchitis  it  is 
rarely  indicated,  save  when  the  constitutional  symptoms  call 
for  it,  and  there  is  much  thin  expectoration.  But  Dr.  Black 
and  Dr.  Bayes  both  think  it  should  be  used  oftener,  especi- 
ally in  aged  people. 

In  inflammation  of  the  urinary  tract  Arsenic  is  more  than 
rivalled  by  other  medicines,  as  Cantharis  and  its  analogues. 
In  affections  of  the  generative  organs  its  chief  use  has  been 
in  chronic  menorrhagia,  where  it  is  praised  by  Sir  Charles 
Locock  and  Mr.  Himt ;  and  in  endo-metritis.  It  will  prob- 
ably be  found  curative  in  noma  pudendi,  in  cancer  scroti,  and 
where  the  soft  chancre  runs  into  phagedsena  or  sloughing. 

The  powerful  irritant  action  of  Arsenic  upon  the  mucous 
membranes  makes  it  almost  certain  that  it  must  exercise  a 
gimilar  influence  upon  their  external  continuation,  the  skin. 
That  it  does  so,  affirmed  by  Hahnemann,  is  witnessed  to  also 
by  Hunt,  Inman,  H.  C.  Wood,  and  Christison ;  and  Einger 
and  Warburton  Begbie  concur  in  stating  that  its  first  effect 
on  skin  disease  is  to  make  it  redder  and  more  inflamed,  worse 
in  fcict  than  before  the  treatment  was  begun.  But  upon  this 
point  we  have  one  of  Dr.  Imbert-Q-ourbeyre's  most  valuable 
contributions.  In  a  monograph  de  V action  do  V Arsenic  sur  la 
peau  (Bailliere,  1872)  he  has  demonstrated  from  numerous 
facts,  collected  and  observed,  that  Arsenic  has  the  power  of 
causing  almost  every  form  of  cutaneous  disorder.  He  gives 
instances  of  its  production  of  pruritus,  erythema,  erysipelas, 
urticaria ;  of  papules,  vesicles  (including  a  true  zona), 
pustules,  and  furuncles, ;  of  discolorations ;  and  of  falling  of 
the  hair  and  nails.    He  does  not  mention  squamae  in  his  list  v 
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but  here  we  have  the  testimony  of  Hunt  and  of  Tilbury  Fox, 
both  of  whom  speak  of  pityriasis  as  a  frequent  effect  of  its 
use. 

Thus  is  convicted  of  unconscious  homoeopathicity  one  of 
the  most  generally  accepted  of  all  the  virtues  of  Arsenic,  viz. 
its  power  over  cutaneous  disease.  And  here  also  the  small 
dose  accompanies  the  law  of  similars.  Mr.  Hunt  gives  a  case 
in  which  no  more  than  the  -^^th.  of  a  grain  could  be  borne  at 
a  time ;  yet  with  such  minute  doses  he  cured  a  chronic 
psoriasis  guttata.  He  recommends  just  enough  to  be  given 
to  keep  the  conjunctiva  slightly  affected  throughout  the 
course — a  relic,  probably,  of  the  old  mercurial  practice ;  but 
Dr.  Einger  finds  it  quite  unnecessary  "  to  induce  these  toxic 
symptoms  to  ensure  the  beneficial  influence  of  the  remedy." 

At  the  present  day  the  tendency  among  dermatologists 
seems  rather  to  depreciate  the  unvarying  prescription  of 
Arsenic  in  skin  disease  which  Mr.  Hunt's  success  especially 
brought  so  into  vogue.  But  it  is  still  highly  reputed  for 
chronic  pemphigus  and  the  squamse,  and  in  general  practice 
seems  to  be  used  pretty  universally  when  the  skin  is  affected. 
With  us  of  the  homoeopathic  school,  having  many  other 
remedies  for  skin  disease,  it  does  not  play  so  large  a  part  or 
undergo  so  indiscriminate  an  employment.  But  in  chronic 
cases  of  urticaria,  eczema,  pemphigus,  acne,  rupia  simplex, 
lichen,  prurigo,  pityriasis,  psoriasis,  and  lepra  we  esteem  it  as 
highly  as  our  brethren,  and  use  it  as  the  leading  remedy. 
Where  the  constitution  is  coincidently  affected  in  the  arsenical 
manner,  quite  high  dilutions  of  the  drug  may  suffice.* 

3.  Arsenic  affects  the  serous  hardly  less  powerfully  than 
the  mucous  membranes.  The  inflammations  here  caused  by 
it  are  of  a  sub-acute  character,  with  speedy  and  copious  serous 
(less  often  purulent)  effusion.  The  pleur»  are  most  fre- 
quently affected  ;  then  the  pericardium ;  less  often  the  peri- 
toneum and  arachnoid.  The  post-mortem  evidence  of  this  is 
to  be  read  in  every  work  on  toxicology. 

*  See  Brit,  Journ,  qf  Som,,  iv,  349. 
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Correspondingljy  it  is  highly  esteemed  in  the  school  of 
Hahnemann  in  inflammations  of  the  serous  membranes, 
whenever  very  copious  serous  effusion  is  present.  No  remedy 
equals  it  here,  especially  when  the  pleura  or  pericardium  is 
the  part  a£Eected.  It  thus  resembles  Apis ;  and,  like  that 
medicine,  is  often  very  useful  in  chronic  serous  dropsies 
remaining  after  inflammation.  Some  capital  cases  in  point 
iie  related  by  Dr.  Yeldham  in  the  third  and  fourth  volumes 
of  the  Annals  of  the  British  Homoeopathic  Society. 

Besides  these  tissues,  Arsenic  has  a  potent  influence  upon 
three  important  organs  of  the  body ;  and  this  is  mainly  of 
irritant  nature,  though  not  without  other  features.  The 
organs  I  refer  to  are  the  limgs,  the  heart,  and  the  kidneys. 

4.  As  r^ards  the  lungs.  Arsenic  flrst  of  all  congests  and 
inflames  them.  This  is  evident  from  many  symptoms  during 
life,  both  in  ]x>isonings  and  provings ;  while  autopsies 
frequently  disclose  great  pulmonary  engorgement  and  even 
pneumonia.  But  there  is  a  dyspnoea  manifest  in  most  of  these 
subjects  which  cannot  always  be  thus  accounted  for ;  and  it 
has  long  ago  led  homceopathists  to  use  Arsenic  largely  in  the 
curative  treatment  of  asthma.  Dr.  Black  writes — "  There  is 
no  medicine  which  manifests  so  frequently  and  so  closely  the 
symptoms  of  asthma  ;  and  in  practice  it  proves  an  admirable 
remedy."  Dr.  Russell,  who  devotes  two  of  his  excellent 
Clinical  Lectures  to  asthma,  recommends  it  where  bronchitic 
asthma  tends  to  become,  or  has  become,  chronic ;  and  fur- 
nishes several  illustrative  cases.  But  I  find  it  very  effective 
also  in  the  more  purely  neurotic  form  of  the  malady,  espe- 
cially in  weakly  persons,  and  where  the  attacks  recur  periodi- 
cally. This  is  another  piece  of  homoeopathic  practice  which 
has  been  appropriated  by  our  brethren  of  the  old  school. 
The  therapeutists  of  the  stamp  of  Anstie  and  Einger  seem  to 
rely  much  upon  it :  the  latter  pr^^ises  it  in  the  asthma  of 
emphysema.  In  pneumonia  Arsenic  has  found  little  employ- 
ment as  yet. 

5.  The  action  of  Arsenic  on  the  heart  has  been  fully 
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studied  by  the  author  I  have  so  often  cited,  Dr.  Imbert* 
Gourbeyre.  In  his  treatise  de  Vaction  de  V Arsenic  sur  le  eceur 
(Bailliere,  1874)  he  adduces  copious  evidence  of  the  elective 
afi&nity  of  the  drug  for  this  organ  and  of  the  profound  changes- 
it  sets  up.  Of  functional  disorders  he  specifies  palpitation 
and  cardiac  dyspnoea  (to  which  he  might  have  added  prsBOor- 
dial  pain  and  anxiety,  often  severe)  ;  and  as  lesions  produced 
in  the  heart  he  mentions  endocarditis  and  hypertrophy.  The 
heart  sometimes  also  shares  in  the  fatty-granular  degenera- 
tion which  we  shall  see  to  result  occasionally  from  arsenical 
poisoning. 

This  influence  of  Arsenic  on  the  heart  has  been  summed  up 
by  Trousseau  and  Pidoux  in  saying  that  it  abolishes  its 
contractility  and  often  inflames  its  tissue.  The  feebleness  of 
heart  thus  induced  is  probably  an  essential  part  of  the  prostra- 
tion  it  causes ;  and  we  constantly  And  in  practice  that  the 
pulse  grows  stronger  under  its  influence.  But  the  power  of 
the  poison  over  the  cardiac  substance  itself  has  led  us  to  use 
it  freely  in  chronic  organic  diseases  of  the  organ.  In  these^ 
especially  in  dilatation  and  valvular  mischief — ^the  testimony 
to  its  value  is  loud  and  unanimous.  It  relieves  pain,  palpita* 
tion,  and  dyspnoea,  besides  having  (as  we  shall  see  directly)  a 
marked  influence  over  the  anasarca  always  imminent  in  th^e 
cases. 

Such  use  of  Arsenic,  long  familiar  to  us  homoeopaths,  seems 
now  finding  its  way  into  the  opposite  school,  especially 
among  the  French.  That  they  employ  the  arseniate  of 
antimony  probably  makes  little  difference  beyond  reducing 
the  dose  of  the  more  potent  element  in  the  combination.  But 
we  are  indebted  to  our  brethren  for  the  demonstration  of  the 
power  of  the  drug  over  angina  pectoris,  to  which  nevertheless 
it  is  quite  homoeopathic,  as  no  poison  causes  such  severe 
prsecordial  pain  and  anxiety.  An  accidental  cure  by  Alex* 
andor,  in  the  last  century,  first  called  attention  to  it ;  and  the 
latest  writer  on  the  subject.  Dr.  Anstie,  styles  it  "  an  invalu- 
able remedy."    He  considera  angina  pectoris  a  cardiac  near* 
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and  I  belieye  that  it  is  when  it  is  so  that  Arsenic  will 
o  much  good.  But  I  have  strong  reason  to  think  that  it 
LsionaUj  a  muscular  rather  than  a  neurotic  affection ; 
^re  may  come  in  other  remedies,  of  which  we  have  seen 
Hjdrocjanic  Acid,  and  shall  see  another  in  Cuprum. 
)n  the  kidneys  Arsenic  exerts  a  very  potent  influence, 
ite  x>oisoning  they  share  in  the  general  irritation ;  so 
heir  secretion  is  diminished  or  suppressed,  and  if  any 
is  obtained,  it  is  found  to  contain  albumen.  This 
ice  of  albumen  is  so  constant  a  phenomenon  that  it  has 
assigned  as  a  diagnostic  mark  between  arsenical  poi- 
;  and  antimonial.  Of  the  more  lasting  renal  effects  of 
ic  we  have  full  information  from  the  experiments  of  Dr. 
io.  He  slowly  poisoned  six  cats  with  the  Arsenite  of 
[i,  during  periods  of  from  one  to  ten  months,  and 
ced  in  all  more  or  less  completely  developed  Bright's 
e.  During  life  the  urine  was  scanty,  and  contained 
len,  fat-globules,  renal  epithelium,  fibrin-casts,  and 
•corpuscles  ;  it  was  neutral  in  reaction,  and  the  propor- 
>f  solids  was  below  the  standard.  The  animals  died 
ose,  and  after  death  their  kidneys  were  found  enlarged 
yperaemic,  and  the  epithelial  cells  charged  with  fat  and 
les. 

respondingly,  while  the  ischuria  of  acute  arsenical 
ling  forms  one  element  of  its  homoeopathicity  to  cholera, 
eper  effects  have  led  to  its  use  in  Bright's  disease.  It 
arently  the  large  white  kidney — the  "  tubal  nephritis"  of 
Kckinson — to  which  it  is  a  simile ;  and  it  is  this  form 
.  seems  to  have  been  present  in  the  cases  of  cure  by  it  on 
1,  which  are  numerous  and  brilliant.*  Of  the  same 
e  is  the  post-scarlatinal  nephritis,  in  which  it  is,  perhaps, 
iTOurite  remedy  in  our  school :  it  is  certainly  mine.  But 
st  be  mentioned  that  in  four  out  of  the  six  cats  experi- 
3d  on  by  Dr.  Quaglio  there  was  found  hypertrophy  of 

»  Lancet,  Jan.  18,  1862 ;  Black,  p.  17,  note  > ;  and  Brit,  Joum,  of 
xii,  485;  xiii,  566;  xiv,  20;  xvi,  219;  xvii,  545,  573. 
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the  left  ventricle ;  and  this  Dr.  Dickinson  states  he  has  never 
found  in  connection  with  any  other  disease  of  the  kidney  but 
graniQar  degeneration.  Hence  the  power  of  Arsenic  may 
possibly  extend  to  this  form  of  Bright's  disease  also,  espe- 
cially if  it  is  secondary  (as  some  pathologists  mflintain  it 
always  to  be)  to  tubal  nephritis.  In  either  form  the  relation 
of  Arsenic  to  inflammations  of  the  serous  membranes  is  an 
important  element  in  its  homoeopathicity ;  and  indicates  its- 
employment,  if  not  previously,  at  least  when  these  occur. 

It  is  in  this  place  that  we  must  speak  of  the  power  of 
Arsenic  over  dropsy.  Its  tendency  to  cause  csdematous 
swellings,  local  or  general,  has  been  noticed  by  many  ob- 
servers, and  among  them  by  our  own  Fowler,  whose  name 
is  indissolubly  associated  with  the  Liquor  potasssB  arsenitis  of 
the  Pharmacopceia.  Dr.  Imbert-Gourbeyre  has  collected 
their  testimony  in  a  chapter  on  the  subject  in  his  Vaeium  de 
V  Arsenic  eur  la  peau.  The  latest  author  who  has  mentioned 
the  arsenical  anasarca  is  Dr.  Weir  Mitchell,  of  America.*  In 
the  cases  which  came  imder  his  notice  he  examined  the  urine,, 
and  generally  found  evidence,  though  slight,  of  renal  disorder,, 
either  albuminuria  or  a  few  pale  tube-casts.  Whether  this 
was  its  cause  or  no,  Arsenic  is  undoubtedly  "  hydropigenic  ;'* 
and  among  homoeopathists  it  is  always  esteemed  the  most 
potent "  hydropifuge."  Thus  Bahr  writes — "  Arsenicum  is  our 
most  important  diuretic.  It  is  suitable  in  all  forms  of 
dropsy,  more  particularly  in  dropsy  depending  upon  heart 
disease,  and  oedema  of  the  lungs.  After  giving  Arsenicum^ 
a  copious  diuresis  will  sometimes  set  in  with  astonishing 
rapidity,  after  which  the  dropsical  swelling  speedily  dis- 
appears. The  result  is  most  doubtful  if  we  have  only  ascites 
to  contend  against,  and  inasmuch  as  the  medicine  shows  its 
good  effects  in  a  few  days  already,  after  a  few  doses  had  been 
taken,  it  is  useless  to  continue  it  for  a  longer  period,  in  the 
vain  hope  of  eliciting  good  effects  from  it  by  persisting  in  its 
use."     He  recommends  the  low  triturations. 

*  New  York  Medical  Journal,  Jane,  1865. 
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in.  I  come  now  to  the  neurotic  influence  of  Arsenic,  and 
the  part  played  l3y  it  in  the  treatment  of  the  neuroses. 

It  is  uniyersally  recognised  that  Arsenic,  like  Nitrate  of 

Silver,  affects  the  nerrous  centres  after  its  irritant  influence 

lias  been  more  or  less  exhausted.    The   disorder  induced 

aometimes  takes  the  form  of  tremors  and  twitches,  sometimes 

of  epilepsy ;  more  rarely  of  tetanus.     But  the  most  frequent 

effect  is  paralysis.     Dr.  Imbert-Gourbeyre  has  given  us  some 

^  fitudes  sur  la  Paralysie  Arsenicale  "  in  the  Gazette  Medicals 

de  Paris  for  1858,  in  which  he  cites  thirty-one  observations 

of  its  occurrence.    It  is  nearly  always  paraplegic  ;  though  a 

case  of  arsenical   hemiplegia  is  related,  in  which  also  the 

laryngoscope  detected  paralysis    of  the  vocal  cord  on  the 

affected  side.*    The  arms  are  affected  nearly  as  often  as  the 

legs.    Cramps  and  contractions  in  the  paralysed  limbs  are 

eommon :  but  the  most  invariable  concomitant  is  neuralgia. 

This  generally  coexists  with  loss  of  sensibility,  at  least  to 

ererything  but  cold,  by  which  also  the  neuralgic  pains  are 

brought  on  or  aggravated.     The  paralysis  is  most  complete 

in  the  hands  and  feet,  and  spreads,  if  it  do  so,  periphero- 

oentrad.    There  is  a  sense  of  great  restlessness  in  the  limbs 

when  the  pains  are  present.    The  seat  of  the  mischief  seems 

to  be  the  spinal  cord.    In  a  case  observed  by  Huss  the  spine 

waa  found  tender  on  pressure ;    and  Wibmer  says  that  in 

autopsies  the  cord  is  always  seen  to  be  affected,  especially 

with  congestion  of  the  lumbar  portion  and  cauda  equina. 

Arsenic  may  thus  occasionally  find  place  in  the  treatment 
of  myelitis  and  of  epilepsy ;  but  we  have  as  yet  little  experi- 
ence of  it  in  these  diseases.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  the 
prinoe  of  remedies  in  chorea  and  in  neuralgia,  to  both  of 
which  the  above  facts  show  it  to  be  homceopathic,  "In 
simple,  uncomplicated  cases  of  chorea  it  is,"  Dr.  Einger  says,. 
"by  far  the  best  remedy  ;"  and  Dr.  Warburton  Begbie  says 
that  in  an  experience  of  nearly  thirty  years,  and  in  a  large 
muaber  of  cases,  he  has  never  known  it  to  fail.  Neuralgia  ia 
*  Med.  TimM  and  Gazette,  Jan.  lltb,  1862, 
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a  still  more  important,  because  more  frequent,  disorder ;  and 
one  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  Arsenic  in  its  treatment*  In 
this  estimate  I  have  the  concurrence  of  the  late  lamented  Dr. 
Anstie,  in  his  brilliant  treatise  on  the  disease.  But  I  cannot 
-at  all  concur  in  his  view  of  the  rationale  of  its  action,  which 
is  that  the  drug  has  "  a  happy  combination  of  powers  as  a 
blood-tonic  and  a  special  stimulant  of  the  nervous  system." 
The  "  blood-tonic"  properties  he  ascribes  to  it  are  only  seen 
in  disease,  as  in  malarial  cachexia,  and  in  the  instance  he 
•cites  in  proof,  of  anaemic  children  suffering  from  chorea  after 
rheumatism.  Its  "special  stimulation"  of  the  nervous 
system  is  hardly  shown  by  sensory  paralysis,  which  he  him- 
self  says  is  the  chief  chronic  poisonous  effect  of  Arsenic  in 
this  region ;  nor  would  he  at  least  argue  that  such  an  influ- 
ence is  antipathic  to  nerve-pain,  for  he  has  demonstrated  the 
consistency  and  frequent  coincidence  of  anoesthesia  with 
neuralgia.  When  we  consider,  then,  the  undoubted  pro- 
-duction  of  neuralgic  pains  by  Arsenic,  and  the  excellent 
results  obtained  from  it  with  the  infinitesimal  doses  of  homoeo- 
pathy, I  submit  that  we  are  shut  up  to  the  admission  that  its 
action  is  an  instance  of  the  operation  of  the  law  of  similars. 

Our  experience  certainly  is  that  it  far  excels  all  other  drugs 
in  the  treatment  of  the  idiopathic  disorder.  The  arsenical 
neuralgia  is  pure,  i.e.  neither  inflammatory,  toxsemic,  nor 
reflex.  The  pain  is  burning  and  agonising,  accompanied  with 
great  restlessness  and  anguish  ;  it  is  often  intermittent,  with 
tendency  to  periodic  return  ;  is  generally  made  worse  (even 
though  at  first  relieved)  by  the  application  of  cold ;  is  worse 
at  rest,  and  diminished  during  exercise ;  and  usually  affects 
^at  least  in  the  first  instance)  the  left  side.  Such  a  neuralgia 
you  often  meet  with  as  a  consequence  of  malaria  or  influenza, 
— still  more  frequently  as  a  symptom  of  pure  debility.  If 
you  will  read  the  cases  published  by  Dr.  Quin  in  the  fourth 
volume,  and  by  myself  in  the  twenty-second  and  thirty-first 
Tolumes  of  the  British  Journal  of  Homoeopaihy^  you  will 
•see  evidence  that  Arsenic  exerts  a  magical  influence  over 
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pure  neoralgiffi,  wherever  occurring.  Some  of  these  were 
prosopalgisBy  some  gastralgiie,  one  sciatica;  and  of  the  first 
more  than  one  were  instances  of  the  terrihle  "tic-doulou- 
rem,"  or  "epileptiform  neuralgia,"  usually  reckoned  so- 
mtractable,  hut  which  Dr.  Quin's  skilful  use  of  Arsenic 
entirelj  and  permanentlj  removed. 

Before  leaving  the  nervous  system  I  must  speak  of  the 
mental  and  moral  symptoms  which  characterise  the  sufferings* 
from  Arsenic.  These  are  so  constant  that  I  cannot  but  refer 
them  to  a  a  direct  action  upon  the  ideational  and  emotional 
centres.  As  in  the  motor  and  sensory  sphere,  we  have  the 
mingling  of  depression  and  irritation.  As  there  the  para- 
lysis is  accompanied  with  cramps,  and  the  anaesthesia  with 
neuralgia,  so  here  there  is  melancholy,  but  also  restlessness,, 
irritability,  anxiety,  and  anguish.  In  some  forms  of  melan- 
cholia and  hypochondriasis  we  may  take  advantage  of  this, 
action. 

In  the  three  great  groups  which  have  now  passed  before 
us — the  fevers,  the  inflammations,  and  the  neuroses — the  part 
of  Arsenic,  as  a  poison  and  as  a  remedy,  is  mainly  played. 
There  are  other  features  of  its  action  on  which,  if  time 
allowed,  we  might  with  interest,  if  not  with  profit,  dwell* 
There  is  its  influence  on  the  blood,  causing  ecchymoses 
during  life,  and  a  fluid  condition  after  death  ;  thus  suggest* 
ing  it  as  a  remedy  for  ])urpura.  There  is  its  influence  on 
nutrition,  whereby  it  causes  steatosis  of  various  organs, 
leading  to  the  pseudo-plethora  and  obesity  of  the  Styrian  pea- 
sants and  Vienna  horses,  or — in  poisoning — to  rapid  fatty 
degeneration  of  tissue  resembling  that  of  Phosphorus. 
There  is  its  myotic  influence,  causing  the  constrictions  of  tho 
colon  and  other  hollow  muscles  graphically  described  by 
Hahnemann,  and  possibly  accounting  in  some  measure  for 
the  cramps  so  characteristic  of  its  poisonous  effects.  Then, 
in  the  therapeutic  region,  there  is  its  power  over  chronic 
rheumatic  joints,  generally  recognised;  which  also  I>r« 
Imbert-Gourbeyre  has  made  it  probable  is  an  instance  of  tho 
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operation  of  the  law  of  similars.  There  is  its  power  eve 
cancer^  whose  epithelial  form  it  often  cores,  and  where  i 
will  nearly  always  relieve  pain,  retard  advance,  and  improv 
the  condition  of  the  blood.  But  I  must  pause  here, 
would  only  ask  you  to  note  the  striking  testimony  borne  b 
the  drug  to  the  validity  of  the  method  of  Hahnemom 
Because  it  is  the  greatest  of  poisons,  it  is  the  greatest  c 
remedies  :  and  its  poisonous  and  remedial  effects  go  hand  i 
hand.  Every  morbid  condition  in  which  it  has  gained  reput 
it  has  been  seen  to  cause ;  and,  by  working  the  same  metho 
since,  its  therapeutic  sphere  has  been  widely  extended.  T 
ague,  cutaneous  disease,  chorea,  and  angina  we  have  added- 
among  other  diseases — ^typhoid  and  hectic  conditions,  cholen 
cancrum  oris,  gastritis,  chronic  diarrhoea,  scrofulous  ophthal 
mia,  asthma,  chronic  cardiac  and  renal  disease,  and  serou 
effusions  and  dropsies.  Truly  a  goodly  list ;  and  it  might  b 
yet  extended.  For  myself  I  can  say  this,  that  were 
reduced  to  two  medicines  only  out  of  the  whole  Phanna 
copoeia,  the  two  I  should  choose  would  be  Aconite  am 
Arsenic. 

The  action  of  Arsenic  is  so  extensive,  that  it  has  points  c 
analogy  with  nearly  every  medicine  in  the  Materia  Medici 
Those  which  resemble  it  most  closely  are  Mercurius  cam 
sivvSf  Kali  hichromicum,  and  Iodine, 

Like  all  polychrests,  Arsenic  must  be  given  in  varioo 
dilutions  to  obtain  its  full  efficacy.  In  cholera,  typhoi 
conditions,  cancer,  chronic  menorrhagia,  and  cutaneous  dif 
eases  we  may  use  the  1st  trituration  of  Arsenious  acid,  ( 
(which  I  prefer)  the  Liquor  Potassae  Arsenitis,  which  ooi 
tains  gr.  j  of  Arsenious  acid  in  nicxx.  The  3rd  dec.  triti 
ration  is  a  very  useful  potency  for  chronic  diarrhoea,  and  f( 
chronic  inflammation  of  those  tissues  to  which  Arsenic 
irritant.  The  6th  dilution  answers  admirably  for  influens 
coryza,  acute  serous  effusion,  and  other  acute  inflammatioa 
to  which  the  drug  is  homoeopathic.  The  potencies  from  tl 
6th  upward  have  proved  most  serviceable  in  neuralgia^  i 
chronic  intermittents,  and  in  asthma. 


LECTURE    IX. 

AKUM,  ASAFCBTIDA,  ASARUM,  ASCLEPIA8,  ASTERIAS,  AURUM, 

BAPTI8IA,  BARYTA. 

The  alphabetical  arrangement  we  are  following  brings  ns 
now  to  a  series  of  minor  medicines, — eacb  of  thede,  neverthe- 
less, having  its  own  place  in  the  treatment  of  disease.  The 
fint*in  order  is 

Arum. 

Under  this  head  I  include  both  the  Arum  maculatum — the 
*  lords  and  ladies"  of  our  popular  nomenclature — and  the 
Arum  triphyllum,  or  Indian  turnip,  which  is  its  American 
analogue.  Of  the  former  we  prepare  a  tincture  from  the  fresh 
root :  of  the  latter  the  best  preparation  seems  to  be  a  tritura- 
tion of  the  expressed  juice  of  the  same  part  with  sugar  of 
milk. 

Arum  maculatum  was  proved  by  Hering,  and  Arum 
iriphyllum  by  Dr.  Lippe.  Their  results,  with  symptoms 
observed  in  poisoning  by  the  former  species,  are  given  in 
ADen's  Encyclopcediay  and  their  clinical  applications  are 
described  by  Dr.  Hale  in  his  New  Remedies. 

The  one  interesting  point  about  Arum  is  the  application 
which  has  been  made  of  its  local  effects  on  the  mouth  to  a  corre- 
sponding condition  when  occurring  in  malignant  scarlatina. 
Hie  following  description  has  been  given  of  the  former : — 
"  After  chewing  a  young  leaf-stalk  for  a  few  seconds,  a  very 
intense,  prickling,  stinging  pain  was  felt  upon  the  tongue  and 
muoons  membrane  of  the  lips  and  throat,  accompanied  with  a 
flow  of  saliva,  which  seemed  to  relieve  the  pain  a  little — the 
pains  were  as  if  a  h\mdred  little  needles  had  been  run  into  the 
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tongue  and  lips."  This  was  from  the  Arum  maculatum,  bulp 
Dr.  Lippe  has  found  excellent  results  from  the  Arum  triphjUum 
when  scarlatinal  and  other  patients  have  shown  great  irrita* 
tion  of  the  buccal  mucous  membrane.  "  The  most  indicatiTe- 
symptoms,"  he  says,  "  are  the  very  sore  feeling  in  the  mouth,, 
the  redness  of  the  tongue,  the  elevated  papillsB,  the  cracked 
lips  and  comers  of  the  mouth."  The  nose  also  may  be  sore, 
with  or  without  much  coryza.  Dr.  Guernsey  speaks  of  raw,, 
bloody  surfaces  on  these  parts  as  characteristic  of  Arum, 
with  which  there  is  much  itching,  so  that  children  will  often 
pick  at  and  bore  into  the  places,  though  so  doing  causes  great 
pain,  and  makes  them  scream. 

Dr.  Lippe  commends  the  drug  also  for  clergyman's  soie 
throat.     He  gives  the  dilutions  from  the  sixth  upwards. 

I  have  next  to  speak  of 

Asafoetida. 

The  drug  known  by  this  name  is  the  dried  juice  of  the 
root  of  the  Indian  plant  which  yields  it.  From  the  Asafoetida 
of  commerce  a  tincture  is  prepared  in  the  usual  manner  for 
homoeopathic  use. 

The  chief  proving  of  Asafcetida  is  that  of  Jorg,  in  which 
twelve  persons  took  part.  Some  additional  experiments  are 
collated  with  his  in  Dr.  Allen's  article,  which  gives  685  sym*- 
ptoms  to  the  drug. 

Jorg's  results  are  fairly  summed  up  thus  by  Dr.  Phillips. 
"  The  administration  of  small  doses  causes  alliaceous  eructa- 
tions ;  the  digestion  is  impaired ;  there  are  burning  sensa- 
tions in  the  fauces  ;  there  is  pain,  fulness,  and  oppression  of 
the  stomach;  the  abdomen  becomes  distended  with  flatus, 
which,  when  discharged,  is  of  a  very  fetid  and  disagreeable 
character ;  there  is  frequent  inclination  to  evacuate  the  bowels, 
and  the  discharge  is  thin  and  watery.  The  urine  is  not 
augmented  in  quantity,  but  becomes  acrid,  and  communicates 
a  sense  of  burning.    The  pulse  is  at  the  same  time  quickened ;. 
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« 

the  head  becomes  more  or  less  affected  with  flying  pains, 
<^ten  attended  with  much  giddiness ;  and  various  nervous  and 
hysterical  phenomena  make  their  appearance.  Like  the  pulse, 
the  respiration  becomes  quickened,  and  the  secretion  of  the 
bronchial  membrane  is  promoted."  Pereira  adds  that  "  the 
nrino-genital  apparatus  appeared  to  be  specifically  affected, 
for  in  the  males  there  was  an  increase  of  the  venereal  feelings, 
with  irritation  .about  the  glans  penis,  while  in  the  females 
the  catamenial  discharge  appeared  before  its  time,  and  uterine 
pun  was  experienced." 

Our  main  use  of  Asafcetida  is  that  with  which  you  are 

well  acquainted,  viz.   as  a  remedy  for  hysterical  troubles. 

A  symptom  repeatedly  observed  by  two  of    the  provers 

strikingly  resembles  the  globus  hystericus ;   and  hysterical 

<:ongh,  tympanites,  and  asthma  come  within  its  range  of 

influence.     I  confess  that  I  myself  rarely  use  it,  preferring 

the  more  agreeable  Moschus,  whose  action  seems  ^o  very 

ajmilar.    It  is  only  in  tympanitic  distension  of  the  abdomen 

that  it  is   preferable.    Dr.  Einger  recommends  it  here  in 

doses,  for  children,  of  less  than  a  drop  of  the  tincture.     Quite 

another,  and  a  very  inexplicable  action  of  Asafcetida,  is  its 

influence  upon  diseases  of  bone.     Dr.  Holcombe  writes,  "  I 

have  twice  verified  the  value  of  this  remedy  in  scrofulous 

caries  of  the  bones.    I  used  the  12th  dilution.     It  is  singular 

that  a  remedy,  whose  principal  applications  are  to  the  most 

fugitive  and  sympathetic  disturbances  of  the  nervous  system, 

ihould  extend  its  curative  power  to  the  most  deep-seated  and 

<jhronic  organic  lesions."     It  is  also  highly  commended  in 

acute  periostitis.     I  give  you  these  facts  as  they  stand.     For 

myself,  I  have  given  Asafcetida  very  persistently  in  several 

•cases  of  chronic  caries,  without  being  able  to  discern  the 

slightest  result  from  its  use.     It  is  reputed  of  value  when  the 

milk  of  nursing  mothers  is  deficient.*     In  all  these  affections, 

hyper-seTisHiveness  is  said  by  Dr.  Guernsey  to  indicate  the 

^rag- 

•  See  BrU,  Joum,  of  Horn,,  i\,  417. 


150  ASARUH  EUBOFAUM. 

The  relations  of  Asaf  oeidda  as  a  nervine  are  with  Anibra,. 
MoBchus,  and  Valericm.  Its  influence  upon  bone  (if  a  fact) 
ranks  it  with  the  metals  and  metalloids  Awrum^  Fluoric  acid^ 
Mercuriua,  Phosphorus^  and  Silicea. 

In  hysteric  disorders,  the  dose  should  probably  be  from  the- 
2nd  downwards.  In  diseases  of  bone,  Asafostida  has  gained 
its  repute  in  the  dilutions  from  12  to  30. 

I  am  entering  a  region  unknown  to  you  when  I  proceed  [to* 
speak  of 

Asarum  EuropsBiim, 

or  Asarabacca.  A  tincture  is  prepared  from  the3[entiie' 
plant. 

Asarum  was  proved  by  Hahnemann  and  four  others :  the 
pathogenesis,  containing  270  symptoms,  is  in  the  third 
volume  of  the  Materia  Medica  Pwra.  There  is  a  good  article 
upon  it  (the  last  published,  I  am  sorry  to  say)  in  the  Nemr 
Materia  Medica, 

That  Asarum  is  a  local  irritant,  of  the  Elaterium  and 
Veratrum  type,  to  the  mucous  membranes  generally,  acting 
as  errhine,  emetic,  and  purgative,  is  pretty  well  known :  bat 
the  fact  has  little  bearing  on  practice.  In  Hahnemann's 
provings  we  are  most  struck  by,  as  general  symptoms,  exces* 
sive  sensibility  and  general  chilliness  without  thirst :  in 
particular  regions,  depression  of  the  cerebral  functions  with 
heavy  headache ;  weak  sight  and  twitching  of  the  eyelids ;. 
still  more  striking  dulness  of  hearing,  as  though  a  pellicle 
were  stretched  over  the  meatus  auditorius ;  passing  of  much 
mucus  from  the  bowels  ;*  marked  stitching  in  the  lungs ;  a 
great  deal  of  myalgia  in  the  back  and  lower  extremities. 
Asarum  has  hardly  ever  been  used  in  disease:  the  above 
symptoms  may  occasionally  help  you  to  its  phenomenal  appli* 

*  The  symptom  "  scanty,  yellow,  mucous  stool,  in  one  string,"  has  heeft 
verified  hy  three  cases  of  core  by  Dr.  £.  M.  Hale  {Brit.  J<mr%.  i^Sfm^ 
xxvi,  881). 
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eatioQ.  It  is  said  to  be  suitable  to  cbillj  subjects ;  and  to 
lemoTe  darting  pains  after  operations  on  the  eyes.  It  has  a 
great  reputation  in  Eussia  as  a  remedy  for  the  effects  of 
croessiye  drinking. 

I  can  say  nothing  as  to  the  analogous  medicines  or  the  dose 
of  Asanun. 

Of  the  plants  known  by  the  name  of  Asclepias  we  have  infor- 
mation as  to  three,  the  A.  incamata,  A.  Syriaca,  and  A. 
taberosa.  The  first  and  second  seem  to  have  some  uterine 
influence,  and  the  latter  is  a  potent  diuretic,  increasing  the 
solid  constituents  as  well  as  the  fluid  portion  of  the  urine. 
This  we  learn  from  Dr.  Hale's  New  Eemedies.  But  the  same 
author  communicates  facts  about  the 

Asclepias  tuberosa 

wbich  fairly  give  it  a  place  among  homoeopathic  remedies. 
It  is  used  as  a  tincture  or  trituration  made  from  the  root. 

The  significant  point  about  this  plant  is  that  it  is  popu- 
larly known  as  '*  pleurisy  root."  Such  terms  usually  have 
more  or  less  warrant  from  fact,  and  that  it-  is  so  in  the 
present  case  appears  from  a  proving  instituted  by  Dr.  Thomas 
Nichol,  of  Belleville,  U.  S.  Large  doses  caused  only  colic 
and  purging;  but  from  the  first  decimal  dilution  he  got 
decided  pleuritic  symptoms.  Thus  :  —  "  throughout  the 
evening  the  pains  kept  increasing,  making  respiration  painful, 
especially  at  the  base  of  the  left  lung,  which  is  dull  on 
percussion,  while  the  cough  is  dry  and  spasmodic."  '*The 
pain  is  very  acute  on  the  right  side,  and  seems  to  be  seated  in 
the  pleura."     The  remedy  deserves  a  trial. 

The  next  medicine  I  have  to  introduce  to  you  is  a  novel  one. 
It  is  made  from  the  star-fish. 
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Asterias  rubens, 

%7  braising  the  dried  fish  in  a  mortar  and  triturating  with 
'milk-sugar. 

Our  sole  knowledge  concerning  Asterias  is  derived  from  the 
proving  and  clinical  cases  furnished  by  the  late  Dr.  Petroz. 
'They  are  translated  from  the  Journal  de  la  SociSte  OaUicane 
'(vol.  i)  in  Metcalf's  American  Provings.  Seven  persons  took 
part  in  the  experiments ;  but  no  information  is  given  as  to 
the  size  or  frequency  of  the  doses  they  took. 

Dr.  Petroz  makes  the  following  remark : — "  Experimenta- 
tion on  the  healthy  gives  readily,  and  often  in  profusion, 
symptoms  indicating  disturbance  of  function;  but  it  never 
goes  on  to  alteration  of  tissue,  rarely  even  to  the  earliest 
indications  thereof.  We  must  therefore  have  recourse  to 
^^linical  experience.  Its  teaching  is  sure,  when  time  has  con- 
firmed it."  To  no  medicine  does  this  statement  apply  better 
than  to  Asterias  rubens.  The  skin  symptoms  alone  are  well 
marked:  and  these  have  led  to  its  employment  in  chronic 
ulceration,  even  when  of  a  cancerous  nature,  with  success. 
Its  action  seems  limited  to  the  left  side  of  the  bodv.  It  has 
-also  cured  a  case  of  cerebral  congestion  with  obstinate  consti- 
pation in  an  old  officer :  I  have  myself  found  it  of  great  use 
in  a  similar  case.  Asterias  had  a  reputation  among  the 
ancients  in  epilepsy:  and  Petroz  cites  two  cases  in  which 
much  benefit  resulted  from  its  use  in  infinitesimal  doses. 
I  have  little  personal  experience  with  this  remedy. 

Teste  classes  it  (with  Petroz'  assent)  in  his  group  headed 
by  Sulphur  J  and  including  BovUta^  ^thuaa,  and  Cficuta, 

The  higher  dilutions  (12  to  24)  were  employed  in  all  cases 
on  record  of  relief  or  cure  by  Asterias. 

We  now  come  to  a  medicine  which  Homoeopathy  has  done 
much  to  rescue  from  unmerited  neglect,  and  to  restore  to  a 
liigh  place  in  therapeutics.  I  speak  of  gold.  There  is  so 
little  difference  between  the  action  of  the  metal  and  its  salts 
•that  I  shall  speak  of  them  generally  as 
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Aurum. 

We  use  the  pure  metal  in  the  form  of  a  trituration  of  the 
finest  gold-leafy  which  was  that  employed  hj  Hahnemann  in 
his  provings.  The  trichloride — ^A.  muriaticum — is  also  used 
in  homoeopathic  practice ;  its  solution  is  aqueous  at  first  and 
alcoholic  afterwards. 

The  first  proving  of  Aurum  appears  in  the  f  oiirth  volume  of 
the  Beine  ArzueimitteUehre,  It  contains  137  symptoms  ob- 
served by  Hahnemann  himself ;  198  from  7  f eUow-observers  ; 
and  3  from  authors.  There  are  also  a  few  symptoms  from  A. 
muriaticum  and  A.  f  ulminans.  Those  of  the  metal  itself  were 
ohtained  from  one  and  two  hundred  grain  doses  of  the  first 
trituration ;  so  that  they  have  uncommon  value.  There  is  a 
second  pathogenesis  in  the  Chronische  KranJcheiten.  It  con- 
tains 82  fresh  symptoms,  of  which  75  are  Hahnemann's  own. 
The  worth  of  these,  according  to  the  facts  we  have  ascertained, 
is  more  than  problematical.  Dr.  Allen  gives  symptoms,  both 
of  Aurum  metallicum  and  of  Aurum  muriaticum,  from  addi- 
tional sources.  One  of  these — ^the  experiments  of  Dr.  Molin 
•^I  have  sought  to  consult,  but  have  failed  through  the 
incorrectness  of  the  reference. 

Hahnemann's  preface  to  Aurum  is  very  interesting.  He 
teOs  us  that  the  physicians  of  his  time  so  unanimously  pro- 
daimed  the  inertness  of  metallic  gold,  that  he  was  at  first  led 
to  use  the  muriate.  Subsequently,  however,  he  found  that 
the  Arabian  physicians  had  been  in  the  habit  of  using  the 
iDetal  itself  in  a  fine  powder ;  and  had  praised  it  as  remedial 
in  those  very  affections  for  which  he  had  found  the  muriate 
heneficial.  He  then  prepared  a  first  trituration  of  gold-leaf 
in  the  usual  way,  and  proved  it  as  described.  From  the 
^jniptoms  produced  he  found  that  the  drug  was  perfectly 
homoeopathic  to  the  maladies  for  which  the  Arabians  had 
giren  it ;  and,  guided  by  the  same  principle  of  similarity,  he 
fwmd  it — in  the  Ist  and  2nd  triturations^^nirative  in  several 
^^ther  important  affections. 
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He  could  hardly  have  been  aware,  when  he  wrote  this  in 
1825,  that  in  1811  Chretien  had  reyived  in  Paris  the  use  of 
powdered  gold.  In  his  OhservaMons  sur  un  novmeau  remade 
dana  le  traitement  dea  maladies  veniriennea  et  lympluUiquea  he 
oommunicates.  a  number  of  cases  illustrative  of  its  value  in 
syphilis,  scrofula,  and  even  in  uterine  scirrhus ;  and  states 
that  the  finely  powdered  leaf  has  the  same  effect  as  the  oxide 
or  the  muriate.  Niel  and  Legrand  have  handed  on  the 
tradition,  so  that  a  considerable  body  of  information  relative 
to  the  action  of  gold  has  accumulated,  and  may  be  read  in  the 
accoimt  of  it  given  by  Trousseau  and  Pidoux. 

The  anti-syphilitic  virtues  thus  ascribed  to  gold  have 
hardly  been  acknowledged  in  the  old  school  outside  of  France. 
The  drug  is  not  mentioned  by  Wood  or  Binger.  But  among 
homoeopathists  it  holds  a  high  place  in  many  of  the  tertiary 
manifestations  of  the  disease,  especially  the  sarcocele,  the 
osseous  affections,  and  the  cachexia.  It  does  so  because  the 
provings  have  revealed  an  elective  affinity  on  its  part  for  the 
organs  involved.  The  bones  are  affected  with  burning  and 
boring  pains ;  sometimes — especially  in  the  face  and  feet — 
accompanied  by  redness  and  swelling ;  sometimes — as  in  the 
head — ^with  nodes ;  and  in  one  prover  swelling  and  tenderness 
of  the  right  testicle  came  on  for  some  hours  daily. 

But  the  provings  go  farther  than  this.  In  the  first  place 
they  characterise  the  melancholia  of  Aurum  as  distinctly 
suicidal.  One  of  the  experimenters  "  imagined  himself  not  fit 
for  this  world,  and  longed  for  death :  thinking  of  death  gave 
him  intense  joy."  Then  they  show  a  marked  action  on  the 
nose,  which  is  inflamed  without,  and  blocked  up  with  ulcers 
and  crusts  within ;  with  putrid  smell  when  blowing  it.  These 
two  actions  have  led  to  the  chief  uses  of  Aurum  in  the 
homoeopathic  school.  In  suicidal  melancholy  Hahnemann 
himself  repeatedly  extols  its  virtues;  and  Drs.  Chapman, 
Bayes,  and  Sharp  speak  in  the  same  sense.  Whether  this 
affection  is  one  primarily  seated  in  the  brain  is  doubtful,  from 
the  other  facts  about  the  action  of  Aurum.    I  am  myself 
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inclined  to  think  it  a  hjpocliondriaBis  haying  its  seat  either  ii^ 
the  liver  or  in  the  testes.  Dr.  Bajes  states  that  the  cases  in 
which  he  has  seen  Anrom  curative  have  presented  indications. 
of  congestion  of  the  head  and  liver,  with  fixed  colour  in  the 
&ce,  and  a  yellowish  tinge.  Suicidal  melancholia,  moreover,, 
is  not  an  unfrequent  accompaniment  of  testicular  disease. 
The  nasal  action  of  the  metal  has  led  to  its  successful  use  in 
chronic  nasitis,  in  crusts  of  the  nostrils,  and  above  all  in 
flcrofnlous  and  syphilitic  ozaana.  Many  testimonies  to  and 
illustrations  of  its  value  in  this  complaint  are  on  record. 

Again,  one  of  the  affections  specified  by  Hahnemann  as< 
cored  by  him  with  gold  was  a  mercurial  caries  of  the  nasal 
and  palatine  bones.  The  French  experience  has  shown  that 
the  action  of  the  metal  is  closely  analogous  to  that  of  Mercury, 
caosing — as  it  does — ^its  salivation  (without  affection  of  the 
gams)  and  its  erethistic  fever  with  diuresis  and  sweat. 
Thus  Aurum  has  come  to  be  reputed  among  us  as  a  remedy 
for  chronic  bydrargyrosis  ;  in  which  we  have  the  support  of 
Dietrich.  It  is  an  admirable  medicine  for  those  constitutions* 
broken  down  by  the  combined  influence  of  syphilis  and  Mer- 
CQiy  which  sometimes  come  before  us  for  treatment.  I  once 
gave  to  a  poor  fellow  thus  afflicted  the  1st  trituration  of  gold. 
He  came  back  to  me  in  a  week's  time,  looking  quite  another 
man,  and  exclaimed — ^**  Surely  you  have  given  me  the  elixir  of 
life!"  Dr.  Chapman  has  narrated  a  similar  case  in  the 
Beventh  volume  of  the  British  Jowmal  of  HorruBopathy 
(p.  396). 

Once  more.  The  action  of  Aurum  on  the  nasal  mucous 
membrane  has  naturally  suggested  its  use  in  that  offset  of  it 
which  we  call  the  conjunctiva.  Provings  have  not  yet  mani- 
fested the  influence  of  the  drug  here ;  but  there  are  a  good 
many  cases  of  chronic  scrofulous  ophthalmia  on  record  in 
whic^  it  has  proved  veiy  effectual,  even  to  restoring  trans- 
parency to  the  opaque  cornea. 

In  these  regions  of  action — in  affections  of  the  bones  and 
glands,  and  of  the  oculo-nasal  mucous  membrane,  especi&Jly 
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•when  of  sypliilitic,  mercurial,  or  BcrofulouB  origin — Aumm 
lias  made  its  mark  among  us.  I  may  add  to  these  that  in 
the  Leopoldstadt  Hospital  at  Vienna  it  is  the  favourite 
remedy  for  periostitis ;  and  cured  one  severe  case  of  albu- 
minuria, with  general  and  local  dropsy.  If  I  am  right,  too, 
in  referring  its  melancholia  to  the  liver,  it  is  but  an  action  of 
the  same  kind  when  we  hear  of  it  as  occasionally  curative  in 
..ascites  from  hepatic  disease — possibly  cirrhosis  ;  and  in 
<;hronic  icterus.  But  I  think  that  the  future  use  of  Aurum 
will  extend  beyond  this  range.  We  have  not  yet  utilised  the 
rushes  of  blood  to  head  and  chest  it  so  markedly  causes, 
though  Dierbach  has  recorded  his  experience  of  its  value  in 
disturbance  of  the  pulmonary  circulation  after  hsemorrhages. 
We  have  not  yet  ascertained  if  it  afEects  the  female  sexual 
system  as  it  does  the  male ;  though  the  salacity  and  erections 
it  causes  in  the  latter  are  paralleled  by  the  monorrhagia  set 
up  in  the  former.  We  have  not  determined  the  precise 
nature  of  the  dyspnoea  caused  by  it,  or  applied  to  practice  its 
imdoubted  action  upon  the  heart.  I  think,  too,  that  strumous 
ophthalmia  does  not  include  all  the  affections  of  the  eye  it 
•can  influence.  When  we  read  of  Herrmann — its  most 
thorough  prover  —  experiencing  "excessive  tension  in  the 
eyes,"  now  making  sight  indistinct,  as  if  a  black  crape  were 
drawn  before  the  eyes,  now  causing  hemiopia,  in  which  only 
the  lower  half  of  objects  is  visible,  and  now  diplopia — ^I 
think  that  we  may  find  some  work  for  the  drug  in  the  treat- 
ment of  glaucoma.  Aurum  seems  to  me  one  of  the  medicines 
•  of  the  future. 

After  Mercury,  the  most  striking  analogue  of  Aurum  is 
Platina,  which  is  to  the  female  sex  what  Gold  is  to  the  male. 
Its  points  of  similarity  and  difference  with  Mercury,  Arsenic, 
-Silica,  and  Phosphorus  are  well  brought  out  by  Dr.  H. 
-Goullon  in  a  paper  on  the  drug  translated  from  the  AU^,  Horn, 
Zeitung  in  the  twenty-second  volume  of  the  North  American 
>  Journal  of  Homoeopaihy. 

Hahnemann's  published  experience  with  Aurum  was  grained 
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with  the  Ist  and  2nd  triturations ;  but  subsequently  bo- 
resorted  to  the  12tb  and  at  last  to  the  30th.  His  disciples- 
seem  to  have  followed  his  earlier  rather  than  his  later  practice- 
in  this  matter. 


I  would  speak  next  of  the 

Baptisia  tinctoria. 

This  is  the  "  wild  indigo  "  of  North  America.    We  make  a 
tincture  of  the  bark  of  the  root. 

Short  provings  of  Baptisia,  made  by  seven  persons,  may  be 
found  in  vols,  v  and  vii  of  the  North  American  Journal  of 
Eomosopaihy,  These,  with  further  pathogenetic  and  clinical 
facts,  are  collected  by  Dr.  Hale  in  the  article  on  the  drug  in 
his  New  Remedies^  and  by  Dr.  Allen  in  his  Encyclopcedta^ 
where  the  drug  has  367  symptoms.  There  are  two  mono- 
graphs extant  on  the  use  of  Baptisia  in  typhoid  fever, — one,, 
published  separately,  by  Dr.  Bayes  (1872)  ;  the  other,  by 
myself,  read  as  a  paper  before  the  British  Homoeopathic- 
Congress  of  1872,  and  printed  in  the  Monthly  Homoeopathic 
Bemew  of  that  year. 

It  is  on  this  point  that  the  interest  of  Baptisia  is  centred. 
I  have  collected,  in  the  paper  referred  to,  fifty -three  recorded 
cases  of  continued  fever,  in  all  of  which  the  effect  of  the 
medicine  was  either  to  induce  a  speedy  crisis,  or  materially  to 
alate  and  curtail  the  disease.  In  the  discussion  which 
followed  its  reading  at  the  Congress  speaker  after  speaker 
J^  up  to  confirm  from  his  own  experience  this  estimate  of 
1^  value ;  and  there  was  not  a  dissentient  voice.  Two  of 
^hosewho  spoke  were  from  the  United  States;  and  it  was 
fe>ni  thence  that  we  first  heard  of  its  virtues  and  reputation. 
Among  the  reports  examined  in  the  paper  is  one  of  the  treat- 
^^t  of  the  "  colonial  fever  "  of  Melbourne ;  and  Dr.  Kitching 
^  just  given  us  his  experience  of  the  corresponding  dis- 
<^r  at  the  Cape,  where  he  has  found  Baptisia  as  potent  as 
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Dr.  Madden  found  it  in  Victoria.*  So  from  four  continentB 
tlie  fame  of  the  medicine  comes  borne  to  us ;  and  we  camiot 
but  give  it  a  full  coDsideration  and  trial. 

The  first  question  must  be  as  to  the  nature  of  the  continued 
fever  in  which  Baptisia  has  been  found  so  effective.  It  is 
•described  in  the  records  under  several  names — "typhus," 
** typhoid,"  "continued,"  "gastric,"  "bilious."  Is  it  never- 
theless in  all  the  one  essential  fever  we  know  as  "  typhoid  " 
or  "enteric?"  or  do  some  of  the  cas^  come  within  other 
-categories? 

The  four  distinct  forms  of  idiopathic  fever  which  the 
labours  of  Stewart,  of  Jenner,  and  of  Henderson  have  defined 
are  so  universally  recognised  that  I  need  not  dwell  upon 
them.  The  only  one  which  concerns  us  here  is  the  so-called 
"febricula."  This  is  described  as  a  primary  fever — not 
catarrhal  or  sympathetic  —  pretty  closely  resembling  in 
symptoms  the  onset  of  the  other  forms,  but  differenced  in 
this,  that  it  rapidly  reaches  its  maximum,  and  an  rapidly  sub- 
sides, within,  at  the  most,  five  days.  It  has  no  local  compli- 
cation or  specific  eruption.  Now  it  is  quite  possible  that  some 
of  the  sporadic  cases  where  the  disease  has  broken  up  under 
Baptisia  have  been  instances  of  this  disorder,  and  four  out  of 
the  fifty-three  cases  I  have  collated  are  perhaps  invalidated 
on  this  account.  But  no  such  explanation  is  admissible  as 
regards  the  remainder  of  the  single  cases  in  which  it  dis- 
played curative  powers,  as  all  these  were  of  more  pro- 
longed duration.  While  in  the  epidemics  reported  by  two  of 
the  observers,  it  is  noted  that  under  allopathic  treatment  the 
fever  lasted  two,  three,  or  four  weeks,  and  in  two  cases 
under  other  homoeopathic  remedies  (Aconite  and  Bryonia) 
for  twelve  days.  That  under  Baptisia  it  terminated  not 
later  than  the  fifth  day  is  therefore  no  proof  that  it  was 
febricula. 

But  is  there  yet   another  form  of  continued  fever,  re- 

•  Monthly  2Tom,  Itev.,  xix,  207. 
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sembling  typhoid  rather  than  febricula  in  its  duration  and 
progress,  yet  specifically  distinct?  and  is  it  this  disease  in 
iriiich  the  good  work  of  Baptisia  has  been  done?    This  is 
«  more  difficult  question.     Jenner,  Watson,  and  Trousseau 
fleem  to  answer  it  in  the  negative :  they  think  that  all  the 
Tarieties  of  fever  described  by  the  old  nosologists — gastric, 
bilious,  mucous,  nervous,  putrid,  and  so  forth — fall  under 
one  or  other  of  the  four  types  now  recognised.     But  the 
new  nomenclature  of  the  College  of  Physicians  gives  us  a 
^'common  continued  fever,"  as  distinct  from  either  typhus, 
typhoid,  relapsing  fever,  or  febricula ;  and  Dr.  Aitken  cites 
several  testimonies,   direct    or   indirect,   in    favour   of  the 
existence  of  such  a  species.    The  opinion  of  several  of  our 
own  school  who  have  expressed  themselves  on  the  subject  is 
of  the  same   tenor.     Thus — our   lamented  Bussell,  in  his 
CZmieoZ  Lectures^  writes :  "  I  mean  by  '  gastric  fever '  a  non- 
infectious, continued  fever,  which  has  no  regular  course ;  in 
which  there  is  no  eruption,  and  which  is  not  attended  with 
diarrhoea  or  intestinal  affection."     I  must  observe  upon  this, 
however,  that  typhoid  is  rarely  obviously  infectious ;    that  its 
course  varies  considerably  within  certain  limits  ;  and  that  its 
eruption  (according  to  Trousseau)  is  often  wanting — Chomel, 
in  seventy  cases,  missing  it  in  sixteen,  and  several  epidemics 
in  Touraine  being  entirely  without  it.     As  regards  diarrhoea, 
the  same  authority  notes  that  it  is  sometimes  (and  especially 
in  the  mild  form  of  typhoid  he  calls  mtLCOus)  superseded  by 
ohstinate  constipation  throughout  the  illness.     This  leaves  us 
"Only  the  absence  of  intestinal  affection  whereby  to  distinguish 
Agastric"  fever  from  typhoid.     But  how  is  such  absence  to 
^  ascertained  ?    The  symptoms  during  life  are  too  indecisive 
^  prove  a  negative,  and  a  post'tnortem  examination  is  all  but 
<nit  of  the  question. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  onus  prohandi  yet  lies  with  the 
loaiiitainers  of  a  "common  continued  fever"  as  distinct 
bom  typhoid.  My  own  observations  and  inquiries  dispose 
^e  to  think    that,    excluding  febricula,  there  is   but  one 
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non-epidemic  species  of  low  fever,  and  that  is  the  enteric^ 
The  typhus  and  relapsing  forms  are  seen  only  in  large  towns,, 
or  under  peculiar  circumstances.  Typhoid  is  constant  every- 
where in  more  or  less  degree,  havmg  every  now  and  then 
from  local  causes  a  special  outbreak.  It  is  the  endemic  fever 
of  all  countries,  having  many  names  and  many  varieties  of 
manifestation,  but  characterised  everywhere  by  the  specific- 
process  it  sets  up  in  the  Poyerian  and  solitary  glands  of  the 
intestines. 

If  this  be  so,  then  it  is  for  typhoid  fever  that  we  have  in 
Baptisia  a  remedy  so  strongly  accredited.*  I  need  hardly 
point  out  the  importance  of  the  claim  set  up  for  it.  Typhoid 
is  a  disease  of  such  frequent  occurrence  and  such  ghastly 
mortality  :  it  invades  such  high  quarters  and  threatens,  if  it 
do  not  actually  destroy,  such  valuable  lives:  it  has,  even 
when  not  fatal,  so  lengthened  a  process,  so  tedious  a  conva- 
lescence, such  frequent  sequelce  of  even  direr  import  than 
itself,  that  any  professing  addition  to  our  power  of  control- 
ling it  cannot  but  be  welcomed.  Especially  is  it  so  when  the 
promise  held  out  is  of  more  than  mitigation  of  severity  only,, 
more  than  sustainment  of  the  patient ;  when  it  is  of  actual 
abortion  and  breaking  up  of  the  disease.  If  Baptisia  prove 
to  be  the  Aconite  of  this  fever,  we  shall  without  controversy 
have  gained  a  priceless  remedy. 

That  it  is  so,  I  have  repeatedly  during  the  last  twelve 
years  testified  to  be  my  own  experience  and  conviction.  But 
we  must  examine  a  little  more  closely  if  wo  would  ascertain 
the  precise  place  occupied  by  the  remedy — its  relation  to  the 
stages  of  the  disease  and  the  sphere  of  other  medicines.  Let 
us  first  consider  the  experiments  made  to  ascertain  the 
pathogenetic  action  of  Bai)tisia. 

Those  show  the  following  symptoms : — 

After  taking  during  the  day  (Feb.  5th)  four  drops  of  the 
mother  tincture.  Dr.  Douglass  awoke  in  the  night  with  a 

*  That  it  is  so  is  testified  by  Dr.  Gibbs  I3]ake,  who  Las  stuiiicd  tbe- 
dlffcrcnt  forms  of  fever  under  Sir  William  Jenner  himself. 
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deling  as  if  the  room  were  insufferably  hot  and  dose,  hinder- 
ing respiration.     His  pulse  was  about ;  90,  full  and  soft. 
There  was   most  uncomfortable  burning  heat  of  the  whole 
sozfaoe,    especially    the    &ce.      The  tongpie  was  dry,  and 
smarted  and  felt  sore  as  if  burnt.    The  heat  compelled  him 
to  more  to  a  cool  part  of  the  bed,  and  finally  to  rise  and 
ope^  a  window,  and  bathe  his  face  and  hands.    With  these 
symptoms  there  was,  he  writes, "  a  peculiar  feeling  of  the 
head,  which  is  never  felt  except  during  the  presence  of  fever, 
a  lort  of  excitement  of  the  brain,  which  is  the  preliminary  to, 
-or  zather  the  beginning  of  delirium,  which  with  me  never 
fuls  to  occur  if  fever  continues  and  increases  to  any  con- 
flidenible  intensity."    He  at  length  got  to  sleep  again,  but 
awoke   the    next   morning  with  the  same  dry  and  burnt 
tongue* 

Hie  same  symptoms  recurred  on  the  night  of  the  7th,  after 
ioar  more  drops  of  the  tincture.  The  oppression  of  breathing 
HIS  still  more  marked,  and  felt  quite  congestive.  Flushed 
l^e  and  dulness  continued  during  the  next  day.  Each 
night  while  awake  he  had  painful  intolerance  of  pressure  as 
lie  lay,  especially  in  the  sacral  region,  obliging  him  at  last  to 
lie  on  his  face. 

On  the  IQth,  after  a  dose  of  three  drops  taken  in  the 
4ftemoon,  the  same  symptoms  rapidly  supervened.  It  is 
tdded  that  the  head  felt  large,  and  the  eyes  were  shining ; 
tbe  hands  also  felt  large,  and  were  tremulous. 

He  took  no  more  medicine.  The  bowels  had  been  con- 
stipated throughout  the  proving  till  the  12th,  when  they  re- 
somed  their  usual  condition.  He  felt  weak  and  tremulous, 
^  if  recovering  from  an  illness,  and  was  not  himself  again 
tm  the  15th. 

The  other  provers  had  the  same  febrile  symptoms,  with 
hot  and  high-coloured  urine.  Dr.  Eowley  records  vomiting 
ttd  diarrluea.  Dr.  Sapp,  pain  in  the  stomach,  abdomen,  and 
fight  hjpochondriimi,  passing  down  to  the  right  iliac  region, 
^  soreness  in  the  region  of  the  liver.     Dr.  Smith  bad 

11 
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diarrhcea,  followed  by  constipation  and  liSBmorrlioids ;   ancF 
constipation  was  present  also  in  Dr  Hojt. 

Lastly,  in  a  more  ignoble  prover,  a  cat  poisoned  by  Dr. 
Burt,  the  small  and  large  intestines  were  found  congested 
and  filled  with  bloody  mucus. 

From  these  symptoms  two  facts  seem  to  stand  forth  with 
unmistakeable  clearness. 

1st.  Baptisia  is  capable  of  exciting  true  primaiy  pyrexiae 
in  the  human  subject.  This  is  no  slight  thing,  for  there  are 
very  few  other  drugs  to  whicl^  we  can  ascribe  such  power. 
And  this  pyrexia,  in  the  case  of  Baptisia,  is  exceedingly  like- 
that  of  the  early  period  of  typhoid.  The  soft  and  fuU,  ye^ 
quickened  pulse,  the  headache  and  tendency  to  delirium,  the 
soreness  all  over,  and  intolerance  of  pressure  when  lying,  are 
marked  symptoms  of  this  stage  of  the  disease. 

2nd.  We  have  no  evidence  that  Baptisia  affects  Peyer'» 
patches  as  they  are  affected  in  iyphoid,  nor  even  that  it  acts 
upon  them  at  all  as  Arsenic  and  Iodine,  and  perhaps  Mercury 
and  Turpentine  do.  But  it  is  certain  that  it  produces  con- 
gestion and  catarrh  of  the  intestinal  mucous  membrane,  with 
abdominal  tenderness  and  diarrhcea.  Now  this  again  is  the 
condition  present  during  the  first  week  of  typhoid.*  The 
Peyerian  and  solitary  glands  are,  till  the  seventh  day,  in- 
volved merely  in  the  general  hypersemia,  but  the  latter  then 
subsides,  and  they  stand  out  alone. 

We  have,  therefore,  in  Baptisia  a  medicine  precisely 
homoeopathic  to  the  first  stage  of  typhoid  fever,  t.  e.  to  the 
period  antecedent  to  the  full  development  of  the  intestinal 
affection.  There  is  nothing,  1  think,  to  render  it  incon- 
ceivable that,  administered  early  and  persistently  in  thiA 
period,  it  should  abort  the  growth  of  the  disease.  There  are 
two  opportunities  then  afforded  it  for  so  doing.  Th^doihiem^ 
enOriie — as  Bretonneau  proposed  to  call  the  infarction  of  the 
intestinal  glands  —  does  not  begin  till  about  the  fifth  or 

*  See  Aitken'g  ISoience  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  i,  397-8. 
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sixth  daj  of  the  feyer,  to  wliich  it  is  (as  it  were)  secondary. 
Why  should  not  its  deyelopment  be  altogether  prevented  ? 
Again,  on  the  tenth  day  there  is  a  natural  tendency  to  reso- 
lution in  the  local  affection.  ''The  turgescence/'  writes 
Trousseau,  ''of  the  a^regate  and  solitary  glands  of  Peyer, 
and  of  the  mesenteric  glands,  begins  to  decrease,  and  goes  on 
gradually  subsiding  up  to  the  fourteenth  day,  at  which  date  the 
affected  glands  are  still  a  little  swollen,  but  by  the  ^nd  of  the 
third  week  resolution  is  complete,  excepting  that  the  mesen- 
teric glands  do  not  quite  regain  their  normal  condition  till 
a  ghort  time  later."  Why  should  not  Baptisia,  by  abating 
the  whole  force  of  the  malady,  favour  this  tendency  ito 
resolution  ? 

Of  such  an  action  as  the  latter,  we  have  seen  an  analogous 

instance  in  the  case  of  Tartar  emetic  in  smallpox.    It  does 

not  prevent  the  formation  of  the  eruption:    but   it   does 

strenuously  promote  its  resolution  in  the  papular  or  vesicular 

stage,  so  that  the  processes  wliich  end  in  pitting,  and  the 

concomitant  secondary  fever,  are  averted.     But  to  completely 

alx)rt  the  disease  as  suggested  in  the  former  alternative  may 

be  thought  without  precedent  or  probability.     Yet  of  this 

also  a  precisely  corresponding  action  has  come  before  us  in 

that  of  Aconite,  when  administered    for  the  effects  of  a 

general  chill.     Fever  may  have  been  already  set  up,  and  & 

Inng  or  other  organ  may  be  giving  out  signals  of  distress :  but 

if  actual  exudation  has  not  taken  place,  the  whole  process 

inay  he  checked,  and  both  general  and  local  symptoms  maj 

speedily  disappear,  under  the  influence  of  this  noble  medi- 

cme.   But  it  may  be  said, — there  is  here  no  specific  process, 

lio  "essential"  disease.     The  seed  of  a  true  morbid  poison 

^^  sown  in  suitable  soil,  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  its 

iiatural  development  can  be  checked.     Well :  let  us  look  at 

<^olera.    This  is  surely  as  specific  and  essential  a  disease  as 

^oid.    Ajid  yet  (as  Dr.  Russell  writes)  "  there  is  the  most 

perfect  unanimity  among  all  homoeopathic  practitioners  as  to 

the  efficacy  of  Camphor  in  curing  the  first  stage  of  clioleirai''^ 
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— i.e.  before  the  vomiting  and  purging  have  fully  set  in. 
Now  the  claim  that  some  of  us  haye  raised  for  Baptisia  in 
typhoid  is  that  it  is  the  Aconite  of  its  fever  and  the  Camphor  of 
its  enteric  fhtx.  I  fully  admit  that  further  and  more  predfle 
Experiments,  both  pathogenetic  and  therapeutic,  are  necessary 
to  substantiate  it.  I  maintain  only  that  a  case  is  made  out 
for  such  experiments  as  our  most  hopeful  outlook  in  the 
treatment  of  this  dire  disease. 

But  the  analogy  of  Aconite  and  Camphor  suggests  a  step 
farther.  Aconite  has  some  power,  though  short  of  an  abor- 
tive one,  over  inflammatory  fever  in  every  stage.  Camphor 
is,  if  Dr.  Eubini  is  to  be  heard,  in  some  degree  an  antidote  to 
the  cholera  poison  throughout.  May  it  not  be  so  with 
Baptisia  ?  Some  of  the  cases  recorded  seem  to  show  that  at 
no  stage  of  continued  fever  is  it  without  beneficial  influenoe, 
and  to  lead  to  the  inference  that»  unless  other  remedies  are 
better  indicated,  the  patient  should  always  have  the  advantage 
of  what  it  can  do  for  him.  It  might  be  alternated  in  the 
more  advanced  period  of  the  disease  with  the  Arsenic,  the 
Mercury,  or  the  Turpentine  we  should  deem  it  right  to  give 
for  the  intestinal  affection,  just  as  we  alternate  Aconite  with 
the  local  specific  in  fully  developed  inflammations. 

I  have  gone  fully  into  this  matter,  on  account  of  its  great 
practical  importance.  I  hope  that  the  facts  alleged  may 
induce  some  of  those  who  hear  me  to  test  the  remedy  in 
their  own  sphere  of  work,  and  to  report  the  results.  It  need 
not  be  given  in  infinitesimal  quantities.  Drop-doses  of  the 
mother-tincture,  or  small  portions  of  an  infusion,  were 
administered  in  most  of  the  published  cases.  Such  doses, 
moreover,  will  probably  ensure  a  [wider  range  for  the  medi- 
cine. The  tendency  in  America  just  now  is  to  restrict  its  action 
in  typhoid  to  cases  in  which  its  minuter  symptomatology  is 
reproduced — as  soreness  in  lying,  a  sense  of  being  bR  to 
pieces,  and  so  forth.  But  it  will  be  observed  that  those  who 
write  thus  use  the  higher  dilutions  exclusively.  For  more  sub- 
stantial doses  it  seems  only  necessary  that  the  patient  shall 
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be  within  the  first  ten  days  of  the  fever,  or  at  any  rate  shall 
not  have  passed  from  the  *^  gastric  "  into  the ''  typhoid  "  con- 
dition (I  use  these  terms  phenomenally),  to  ensure  excellent 
effects  from  the  drag. 

Baptisia  has  found  little  use  as  yet  outside  the  sphere  of 

oontinued   fever.      Dr.  Bayes,   saymg  truly  that  its  most 

marked  action  there  is  to  clean  the  tongue  and  enable  food 

to  he  taken,  recommends  it  in  analogous  gastric  conditions^ 

with  much  sinking  at  the  stomach.    I  myself  find  much  use 

for  it  in  the  feverish  colds  of  aged  people,  which  often 

assume  a  low  type.     Dr.  Eubulus  Williams  has  recently 

spoken  well  of  it  in  smallpox,*  and  Dr.  Dyce  Brown  in 

rdapsing  fever,  f 

The  nearest  analogue  to  Baptisia  is  Oeheminum^  which 
takes  its  place  in  the  '^  remittent  fever "  of  chUdhood,  now 
maintained  by  most  observers  to  be  of  the  enteric  type. 
Of  the  dose  I  have  already  spoken. 

I  have  last  to  speak  of  the  salts  of  Barium.  Of  these  we 
We  information  as  to  three,  the  B.  acetica,  B.  carbonica, 
and  B.  muriatica.    Let  us  take  first  the  most  important  of 


Baryta  carbonica. 

It  is  of  course  prepared  for  our  use  by  trituration. 

Baryta  carbonica  makes  its  earliest  appearance  in  the  first 
^on  of  the  Chronic  Diseases^  where  it  has  286  symptoms. 
^  the  second  edition  the  list  has  increased  to  794,  eight 
^en  contributing  to  it.  Many  of  the  additional  symptoms, 
Wever,  were  obtained  from  the  acetate.  Dr.  Allen  judi- 
<^i^j  isolates  those  of  the  carbonate,  and,  adding  some  other 
oWvations,  gives  it  a  pathogenesis  of  674  symptoms. 

The  main  interest  of  Baryta  carbonica  in  my  eyes  lies  in 

*" Brit.  Jouru.  of  Horn,,  xxxi,  344. 
t  Ihid,,  p.  861. 
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its  inflaeuce  on  the  tonsils.  The  muriate  is,  as  wc  shall  see, 
■a  powerful  remedy  for  glandular  engorgements  ;  and  the  car- 
bonate shares  its  virtues  in  an  eminent  degree  when  the 
glands  affected  are  the  tonsillar.  In  chronic  enlai^ments  of 
these  organs  there  is  general  agreement  as  to  this  property  of 
Baryta  carbonica ;  but  it  is  not  so  well  known  as  a  remedy 
for  acute  amygdalitis,  for  quinsy.  Yet  it  is  here,  in  mj 
experience,  the  most  potent  of  medicines.  It  was  from  Dr. 
Bansford  that  I  first  got  the  hint  of  its  value ;  and  he  has 
recently  given  his  experience  on  the  subject.*  It  was  sug- 
gested to  him,  he  says,  by  Dr.  Stens  of  Bonn ;  and  has  since 
been  of  unfailing  efficacy  in  his  hands.  I  can  speak  almost 
as  unreservedly.  It  is  important  to  distinguish  the  precise 
form  of  angina  which  calls  for  Baryta.  It  is  not  the  inflam- 
mation of  the  mucous  membrane,  where  Belladonna  is  so 
potent,  or,  if  there  be  much  oedema,  Apis ;  but  it  is  when  the 
parenchyma  of  the  tonsils  is  the  seat  of  the  mischief.  It  has 
rarely  occurred  to  me  to  see  suppuration  follow  when  Baryta 
has  been  administered  in  good  time  for  this  disorder. 

Baryta  is  also  considered  a  valuable  remedy  for  senility, 
80  far  as  this  is  premature  and  therefore  morbid.  It  has 
sometimes  removed,  in  old  men,  the  after-consequences  of 
apoplexy. 

The  medium  dilutions — as  the  Gth  and  12th — of  this 
medicine  are  most  in  credit. 

Baryta  a^etica  was,  as  I  have  said,  the  form  in  which  the 
metal  was  proved  by  several  of  Hahnemann's  fellow-obser- 
vers. Their  symptoms — indicated  by  Hahnemann  with  a  line 
— have  been  separated  from  the  rest  by  Dr.  Allen ;  and,  with 
those  of  a  recent  case  of  poisoning,  are  223  in  number. 

The  poisoning  case  I  have  referred  to,  which  was  fatal, 
may  be  read  in  the  seventeenth  volume  of  the  Monthly 
Homoeopathic  Bevieiv  (p.  505).      It  revealed  an  activity  on  the 

•  Brif.  Jotirn.  of  Horn,,  xxxi,  737. 
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-part  of  the  salt  hitherto  unsuspected :  the  patient  died  in  the 
fall  possession  of  his  senses,  but  with  absolute  paralysis  of  all 
Hie  Toluntarj  muscles.    The  observer,  Dr.  Lagarde,  pro- 
ceeded to  test  its  action  upon  himself.    ''After  a  lapse  of 
three  hours,  discomfort  and    general  weakness  with  light- 
headedness set  in.  •  In  the  upper  extremities,  and  imder  the 
scalp  and  skin  of  the  face,  formication  was  felt.    After  a 
second  period  of  three  hours  the  weakness  had  perceptibly 
increased,  and  the  left  arm    could  no  longer  be    moved, 
although  sensation  was  intact.    Dr.  L.  found  it  impossible 
to  poll  the  bell  or  to  leave  the  bed,  and  eight  hours  after 
taking  the  dose  the  upper  and  lower  extremities  were  almost 
INuraljsed.    The  paralysis  spread  to  the  abdomen,  then  to 
the  chest  and  neck,  and  lastly  to  the  sphincters.    Coughing, 
spitting,  and  even  the    uttering    of   polysyllables,  became 
^colt ;  the  respirations  were  laboured,  and  the  urine  and 
feces  were  evacuated  involuntarily.    The  pulse  fell  to  56." 

Such  facts  explain  the  repute  of  Baryta  carbonica  in  para- 
lytic affections,  and  suggest  the  acetate  as  a  still  more 
potent  form  of  administering  the  metal. 

Baryta  muriatica,  the  chloride  of  barium,  was  the  prepara- 
'^(Hi  of  the  drug  given  of  old  in  scrofulous  disease.  Its 
l^lijdological  action  is  little  known  ;  but  it  has  occasionally 
^n  given  with  much  benefit  in  disease  of  the  mesenteric 
^d  other  glands  in  the  homoeopathic  triturations,  as  you 
'"^J  read  in  Dr.  Goullon's  treatise  on  Scrofula. 


LECTURE  X. 


BELLADONNA. 


We  shall  devote  to-daj's  lecture  to  the  consideration  of 
one  of  the  most  imi>ortant  remedies  in  homoeopathic  practice- 
— another  apt  illustration,  with  Aconite  and  Arsenic,  of  tho 
maxim  magis  venenum^  magis  remedium — ^the  Atropa 

Belladonna. 

We  prepare  a  tincture  from  the  entire  fresh  plant  in  the 
usual  manner. 

Hahnemann  earlj  devoted  attention  to  the  pathogenetic 
effects  of  Belladonna,  publishing  in  his  Fragmenta  de  mribu9 
medicamentorum  posUivis  (1805)  a  list  of  99  symptoms  ob- 
served by  himself,  and  304  taken  from  records  of  poisoning 
and  overdosing.  In  the  first  volume  of  the  last  edition  of  the 
Beine  Arzneimittellehre  (1830)  the  list  has  swollen  to  1440,  of 
which  390  are  his  own,  585  from  thirteen  fellow-provers,  and 
475  from  seventy -two  authors.  Since  that  time  observations- 
of  the  poisonous  effects  of  the  plant  have  multiplied ;  and  fresh 
provings  of  it,  in  small  doses  of  the  extract,  have  been  made 
by  the  Vienna  Provers'  Society.*  These  I  have  myself 
collated  with  Hahnemann's  pathogenesis,  after  revising  the 
cited  symptoms  of  the  latter  from  their  originals,  in  an 
arrangement  of  the  drug  for  the  Hahnemann  Maieria  Medica^ 
I  have  included  many  of  the  observed  effects  of  Atropia,  tho 
alkaloid  contained  in  Belladonna,  to  which  most,  if  not  all,  of 
its  active  properties  are  due.    Among  these  are  some  excel- 

*  See  Brii.  Jaum,  of  Mom.,  vi. 
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lent  provings  conducted  under  the  superintendence  of  Dr.  E. 

M.  Hale,  and  recorded  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Homoeo- 

pathic  Medical  Sodetj  of  the  State  of  New  York  for  1868. 

The  provers — ^four    in  number — took    doses    of   from    the 

hundredth  to  the  fifth  of  a  grain.      The  results  of  recent 

experimentation  with  Atropia  on  animals,  which  has  been 

▼ery  extensiye,  are  well  summed  up  by  Dr.  Horatio  Wood  ; 

and  to  his  article,  to  the  chapter  on  Belladonna  by  Dr.  John 

Harley  in  his  Old  Vegetable  NewroiicSy  and  to  the  Htude  de  la- 

BeUadonne  of  Dr.  Meuriot,  I  shall  frequently  refer  in  the 

course  of  my  remarks. 

Belladonna  is  an  excellent  illustration  of  the  fruitfulness  of 

the  Hahnemannian  as  compared  with  the  ordinary  method  of 

studying  medicines.  *  The  traditional  plan  has  been  to  find 

out  Ij  a  few  experiments  in  what  class  or  classes  a  drug  is  to 

be  ranked— whether  it  is  emetic,  purgatiye,  sudorific,  narcotic,. 

and  so  forth  ;  and  then  to  use  it  in  disease  when  it  is  thought 

dedrable  to  obtain  such  effects  from  it.    But  Hahnemann 

tst^bt  that  every  drug   must  be  studied   as    a    separate 

indiyidual;  that  no  general  expression  or  classification  can 

describe  its  action ;  and  that  a  complete  register  of  the  effects 

it  produces  is  indispensable  for  its  use  as  a  medicine.     The 

result  of  the  former  course  of  proceeding  has  been  to  class 

Belladonna  as  a  narcotic  and  sedative,  and  to  use  it  in  a  few 

{(ffms  of  pain  and  spasm.      To   these,  previously  to   the 

endosmose  from  homoeopathy  which  has  set  in  during  the  last 

cigkt  years,  the  employment  of  the  drug  was  restricted,  save- 

wlien  Trousseau  gave  it  empirically  in  constipation  and  acute 

^^^leYunatism.    But  the  symptoms  obtained  from  it  by  Hahne- 

nuuin  and  those  who  have  followed  him  display  its  influence 

on  well-nigh  every  part  of  the  organism ;  and  suggest  its 

application  to  a  great  variety  of  morbid  phenomena. 

But  now  in  applying,  as  well  as  in  studying  our  medicines,. 
^  method  of  Hahnemann  is  the  only  one  largely  available. 
What  use  can  be  made  of  the  information  obtained  except  upon 
^  principle  of  simUia  nmUibus  ?    What  avails  it  to  kn<sw 
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that  Belladonna  disorders  perception,  ideation,  and  emotion  in 
the  hundred  and  more  various  ways  I  have  exhibited  in  my 
-arrangement  ?    There  is  no  malady  in  which  it  can  be  desir- 
able to  set  up  such  disorder.    But  the  rule  "  let  likes  be 
treated  by  likes"  at  once  lays  hold  of  the  whole  body  of 
morbid  phenomena  induced  by  a  drug,  and  applies  it  to  the 
treatment  of  disease.      Because  Belladonna  has  this  vast 
range  of  poisonous  action,  therefore  and  just  so  far  has  it 
power  to  cure.    It  thus  sprang  rapidly,  in  the  hands  of 
Hahnemann  and  his  disciples,  into  the  first  rank  of  poly- 
•  chrests.     The  Practical  Observations  of  Hartmann  (1838),*  to 
which  I  shall  make  frequent  reference,  well  exhibit  its  estima- 
tion and  employment  in  the  homoeopathic  school.     His  cata- 
logue of  disorders  in  which  it  has  been  foimd  beneficial 
includes  the  great  majority  of  fevers,  inflammations,  conges- 
tions and  neuroses.    It  is  probably  more  frequently  prescribed 
in  homoeopathic  practice  for  acute  disease  than  any  other 
medicine  save  Aconite. 

Let  us  first  consider  the  traditional  knowledge  and  use  of 
the  drug,  and  see  how  far  it  can  be  recommended  as  worthy 
of  imitation. 

1.  It  had  long  been  noted,  as  Pereira  says,  that  Belladonna 

relieved  external  pains  rather  than  internal.     Physiological 

•experimentation  has  now  explained  this,  by  showing  that  the 

extremities  of  the  sensory  nerves  are  affected  by  it  before 

their  trunks,  which  indeed  require  large  doses  to  influence 

them.     Thus  anaesthesia  is  most  readily  induced  by  the  local 

.application  of  the  drug ;   but  it  occasionally  appears  after 

its  ingestion.     It  was  a  prominent  symptom  in  Dr.  Hide's 

provers ;  and  the  amaurosis  which  we  shall  see  caused  so 

•«ften  by  Belladonna  is  of  a  piece  with  it. 

Belladonna  is  thus  a  strictly  local  ansesthetic,  acting  as 
ouich  even  when  introduced  into  the  general  circulation.  The 
<only  truly  analogous  morbid  state,  as  a  whole,  to  that  in- 

•  Translated  by  Dr.  Okie  (ISiG). 


BELLADONNA.  171 

^nced  by  it,  is  the  absence  of  sensibility  which  sometimes 
exists  in  mental  disorder.  But  the  antipathic  action  of  the 
drug  may  here  find  a  legitimate  sphere  of  usefulness,  and  it 
may  be  employed — ^locally  applied  in  ointment,  liniment,  and 
plaster — as  an  anodyne  for  external  pains.  Perhaps  we 
homceopatbists  do  not  avail  ourselves  sufficiently  of  such 
palliative  aids,  which,  with  proper  precautions,  are  as  harm- 
less as  they  are  comforting. 

2.  Belladonna  affects  the  motor  just  as  it  does  the  sensory 
nerves,  t.  e.  paralysing  their  extremities  first,  and  then  (if  in 
sufficient  quantity)  their  trunks.     Its  action  on  the  motor 
^enireM  is,  as  we  shall  see  hereafter,  something  quite  different. 
Bat  this  jK)wer  of  causing  peripheral  paralysis  is  turned  to 
naefal  account  when  the  drug  is  used   locally  as  an  anti- 
•{lasmodic,  as  (for  instance)  in  rigidity  of  the  os  uteri  during 
hhour.     Such  a  use  of  it  is  probably  seen  in  its  control  over 
the  nocturnal  enuresis  of  children.     The  bladder  is  one  of  the 
few  organs  which  it  paralyses  when  taken  internally  ;  and  to 
a  lesser  degree  of  the  same  influence  must,  I  think,  be  referred 
its  power  in  this  malady,  which  implies  excess  of  irritability 
ither  than  want  of  power.     The  main  proof  of  this  position 
it  that  large  doses  are  required — ten  or  twenty  drops  of  the 
tinctare ;  and  homoeopathic  records  are  significantly  silent  on 
^  practice.     I  have  never  seen  any  benefit  from  the  doses  we 
ordinarily  use  ;  and  in  this  case  we  need  not  fear  the  produc- 
tion of  physiological  effects  from  the  internal  administration 
0^  the  drug  in   substance,  as  children  below  puberty  are 
ttngnlarly  insusceptible  to  its  disturbing  influence. 

3.  Almost  the  same  remarks  may  l)e  made  as  to  the  action 
^  BeOadonna  on  the  sympathetic  nerve-fibres,  only  that  here 
(with  a  not  uncommon  antagonism)  it  excites  instead  of 
pressing.  But  here  also  it  affects  primarily  the  extremities 
^  the  nerves ;  and  its  influence  is  only  certainly  manifest 
'When  it  is  locally  applied,— the  dilatation  of  the  pupil  being 
*he  sole  witness  to  it  after  internal  administration.  Here 
^  we  avail  ourselves  of  .the  physiological  action  of  the 
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drug,  usiiig  it  locallj  as  a  mydriatic.    I  shall  return  to  thi» 
subject  when  I  come  to  its  action  on  the  eye. 

4.  There  is  yet  another  power  of  Belladonna  which  may 
often  be  usefijflly  employed,  but  which  as  yet  is  difficult  of 
explanation ;  I  mean  the  arrest  of  secretion  it  causes,  notably 
in  the  saliyary  glands  and  the  skin.  That  this  action  is 
exerted  through  the  nerves  is  pretty  certain,  both  from  the 
rapidity  with  which  it  is  induced,  and  from  the  antagonism 
displayed  in  regard  to  it  by  two  such  pure  neurotics  as 
Muscarine  and  Physostigma.  But  it  can  hardly  be  brought 
about  by  vaso-motor  excitation,  as  the  dried  surfaces  are 
congested  rather  than  anaemic ;  nor  will  the  depression  of 
the  chorda  tympani  which  is  proved  to  exist  account  for  its 
action  on  other  glands,  which  have  not  (as  far  as  we  know) 
any  such  exciter  nerve  as  have  the  salivary.  But,  however 
caused,  the  arrest  of  secretion  which  Belladonna  brings  about 
may  not  unfrequently  be  induced  with  benefit  to  our  patients. 
We  have  probably  better  ways  of  checking  the  sweats  of 
phthisis  or  other  such  fluxes,  which  require  the  internal  admi- 
nistration of  the  drug.  But  its  local  application  in  hidrosis  of 
the  hands  or  feet,  in  salivation,  and — above  all — ^to  check  the 
secretion  of  milk  in  sudden  weaning  or  threatened  mastitis,  is 
a  practice  often  fraught  with  advantage. 

I  have  willingly  dwelt  on  these  actions  of  Belladonna,  as  in 
them  we  are  on  common  gro\md  with  our  brethren  of  the  old 
school,  and  in  our  frank  acceptance  of  such  practices  lies  one 
of  the  hopes  of  a  better  understanding  in  the  future.  But  it 
would  be  a  great  error  to  suppose  that  in  such  physiological 
effects  and  their  application  on  the  antipathic  principle  we 
have  the  whole  sphere  of  the  drug.  When  we  look  a  litUe 
farther,  we  see  behind  these  phenomena  of  the  periphery 
central  disturbances  of  a  very  different  kind.  While  the 
retina  is  insensible  to  actual  objects,  visual  hallucinations 
throng  about  the  subject  of  Belladonna's  influence.  While 
the  frog's  motor  nerves,  when  poisoned  with  it,  will  transmit 
no  influence,  its  spinal  cord  is  vibrating  with  intense  agita-^^ 
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tion,  only  waiting  their  recovery  to  throw  every  limb  into  a 

state  of  tetanus.     While  the  dilated  pupil  would  indicate 

that  the  brain  was  suffering  from  ansemia  or  effusion,  its 

actual  condition  is  that  of  active  congestion  and  often  furious 

exdtement.    These  phenomena — as  also  the  dry  throat,  the 

•csriet  skin,  and  the  conjunctival  and  vesical  irritation  which 

so  often  appear — ^point  to  properties  of  another  kind.    Now, 

although  writers  on  Materia  Medica  treat  of  Belladonna  as  a 

pure  narootic,  a  toxicologist  like  Christison  does  not  hesitate 

to  class   it  among    the   narcotico-acri(28,  adducing   several 

initanoes  in  which  inflammatory  irritation — as  of  the  throat 

and  bladder — ^have  resulted  from  its  ingestion.     We  have 

only  to  suppose  that  it  exerts  this  influence  upon  the  cerebro- 

^mal  centres  also— that  it  irritates  nervous  tissue  besides 

^inrdering  nervous  fimction;    and  the  whole  problem  is. 

iolved.    The  symptoms  of  tissue-irritation  are  seen  at  the 

centre,  those  of  functional  excitation  or  depression  at  the 

periphery  of  the  nervous  system ;  and  hence  the  double  set  of 

iboomena  manifested. 

For  this  doctrine,  long  current  in  the  homoeopathic  school 
—viz.  that  Belladonna  causes  inflammatory  irritation  of  the 
ceidiyro-spinal  substance — ,  we  are  glad  to  receive  the  support 
of  Dr.  Harley.  At  the  end  of  his  analysis  of  the  effects  of  the 
^rug  he  concludes  that ''  the  whole  of  the  phenomena  may  be 
^tttriboted  to  excessive  stimulation  of  the  nerve-centres  at- 
tended by  increased  oxidation ;"  and  that  "  hyperoxidation  of 
i^erre-tissue  "  is  the  essential  action  of  the  poison.  This  is 
Imt  the  same  thing  in  other  words. 

I«t  us  now  consider,  in  this  light,  the  disturbances  set  up 
lijBeDadonna  in  the  brain  and  cord;  and  the  therapeutic 
applications  to  which  they  have  led  under  the  guidance  of  the 
law  of  gimilars.  We  may  divide  our  matter  according  as  the 
I^Moomena  are  those  of  sensibility,  of  motility,  of  the  cerebral 
^^^BGtkms  proper,  or  of  the  brain  as  a  material  organ. 

1.  The  sensory  disturbance  caused  by  our  drug  varies 
^^c^Hding  as  the  centre  or  the  periphery  is  most  affected.    In 
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the  latter  case  we  haTc  the  aneesthesia  which  has  alreadj 
come  before  us ;  in  the  former  wo  have  such  a  condition  acr 
this,  reported  by  Hahnemann,  and  confirmed  by  Harley — 
**  Great  irritability  and  impressionableness  of  all  the  senses ; 
he  tastes  and  smells  everything  more  acutely ;  the  sense  of 
taste,  of  sight,  and  of  hearing  is  keener,  and  the  mind  is  more 
easily  moved  and  the  thoughts  more  active.''  Such  hyper- 
festhesia  is  always  found  to  be  an  indication  for  Belladonna  in 
homoeopathic  practice.  To  this  point  the  statements  of 
Pereira  are  singularly  though  unconsciously  pertinent.  "  In: 
the  first  degree  of  its  operation,"  he  writes,  ''Belladonna 
diminishes  sensibility  and  irritability.  This  effect  (called  bj 
some  sedative)  is  scarcely  obvious  in  the  healthy  organismy  but 
is  well  seen  in  morbid  states,  when  these  properties  are  preter- 
naturally  increased." 

2.  The  central  motor  disorder  caused  by  Belladonna  iff 
quite  analogous  to  its  sensory  disturbance,  but  is  of  more 
varied  character.  Now  we  see  twitchings,  jerkings,  and  jacti- 
tations like  those  of  chorea,  to  which  in  one  case  of  poisoning 
they  were  comjmred  by  the  reporter.*  Now  the  symptoms 
are  tetauiform ;  the  animals  exi>erimented  upon,  says  Dr. 
JVaser,  appear  as  if  suffering  from  Strychnia.f  Still  moie 
frequently,  in  severe  cases  of  poisoning,  clonic  convulsions  of 
epileptic  type  appear.  J  Again,  there  may  simply  be  great 
restlessness  and  bodily  inquietude.  § 

All  this  is  of  a  piece  with  the  hypersesthesia  we  have  seen  in 
the  sensory  sphere,  and,  like  that,  indicates  the  homoeopathic 
use  of  the  medicine.  In  chorea  and  tetanus  we  have  scant 
records  of  its  employment.  Dr.  Croucher  has  lately  commu- 
nicated a  case  of  the  latter  disorder  in  which  a  Belladonna 
plaster  along  the  spine  seems  to  have  been  the  curative 
agent.  II      But  in  eclampsia,  infantile  and  puerperal,  it  ia 

•  Sec  iZoAj*.  Mat,  Med.,  part  iii,  8.22.  f  Ibid,,  s,  28,  29. 

X  Ibid.,  8.  36-43.  §  Ibid.,  s.  4^-47. 

II  Brit,  Journ.  of  Horn,,  xxxiii,  266. 
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largely  and  anccessfullj  used  among  us;   and  in  epilepsy 
itself  baa  no  mean  reputation.     It  probably  acts  bere  by 
modifying  the  irritability  of  tbe  medulla  oblongata,  to  which 
8chzoeder  Tan  der  Kolk  has  taught  us  to  look  as  the  centre  of 
the  epileptic  conyulsion.    By  the  same  action  it  influences 
hydrophobia^  whose  phenomena  seem  to  depend  on  inflamma- 
tofy  irritation  of  the  medulla  and  its  issuing  nerves  ;  and  thus . 
also  it  occasionally  benefits  laryngismus,  whooping-cough,  and 
asthma.    If  it  is  to  do  good  in  affections  like  these,  the 
patientp  must  (as  a  rule)   be   yoimg   and    impressionable 
sabjects,  of  sanguine-nervous  temperament ;  and,  in  epilepsy ,. 
tbe  malady  should  be  of  recent  origin.     The  use  of  the 
remedy  on  a  large  scale  in  this  last  disease — as  by  Greding,* 
Grandijt  and  Michea,^ — ^where  all  sorts  of  cases  are  taken^ 
together,  has  not  yielded  any  great  percentage  of  cures.    Bu1> 
Trousseau,  after  thirty  years'  experience,  declares  the  Bella- 
donna treatment  of  epilepsy  the  least  inefficacious  ho  has 
faiown ;  and  speaks  of  having  obtained  a  certain  number  of 
loHd  cures.     As  to  hydrophobia  the  question  is  still  more 
doabtful.    But  it  is  impossible  to  read  the  mass  of  evidence 
eoflected  by  Bayle§  without  concluding  that  Belladonna  must 
lOBietimes  have  cured,  and  has  often  prevented,  this  diro 
disease,  to  which  it  is  confessedly  homoeopathic  in  the  £b:st 
degree.    Youatt  had  no  small  confidence  in  it  as  a  prophy- 
hetic  in  dogs  themselves.  || 

So  far  the  motor  disturbance  of  Belladonna  has  beour 
obfioasly  connected  with  its  irritant  influence  on  the  nervous 
centres.  But  now  a  glance  at  its  pathogenesis  will  show  u/ 
good  many  symptoms  of  loss  of  power  over  the  extremities  ; 
ttdthis  not  from  exhaustion  only,  but  occurring  compara- 
^J  early  in  the    poisoning.      Sometimes,   from   Atropia 

*  Adv.  Med,  Pract.,  ed.  Ladwig,  vol.  i. 
t  Oaz.  Mid,  de  Faru,  1854,  p.  757. 
X  Qaz,  de$  HdpUaux,  1861,  p.  563-578.' 
§  Bibl,  de  Thirap.,  ii,  502. 
II  See  Watson's  Lecturee,  4th  ed.,  i,  629. 


176  BELLADONNA. 

•especiallj,  it  is  tliat  the  limbs  are  heavy  and  helpless :  the 
condition  is  compared  by  one  observer  to  the  first  stage  of  the 
progressive  paralysis  of  the  insane.  More  commonly,  with 
Belladonna  itself,  it  is  a  loss  of  co-ordination,  resembling  that 
•of  locomotor  ataxy.  I  have  pointed  out  in  another  place*  that 
the  poison  has  nearly  all  of  the  apparently  incongruous 
symptoms  which  characterise  this  singular  disease.  In  the 
eye  it  causes  the  injected  conjunctiva ;  the  dilated,  sometimes 
varying  pupils ;  the  ptosis ;  the  diplopia ;  and  the  amaurosis 
so  often  observed  in  ataxy.  It  has  incontinence  of  urine  and 
tactile  ansBsthesia ;  and  (according  to  Brown-Sequard)  depres- 
sion of  reflex  excitability.  Since,  moreover,  the  pathological 
basis  of  the  phenomena  of  this  disease  is  in  the  first  instance  of 
inflanmiatory  nature,  it  would  be  the  truest  homoeopathy  to 
give  Belladonna  as  a  remedy  in  its  early  stages.  I  have  had 
one  well-characterised  though  incipient  case,  in  which  a 
complete  cure  has  been  effected  by  the  1st  decimal  dilution  of 
the  drug.  As,  moreover,  a  morbid  process  similar  to  that  of 
locomotor  ataxy  in  other  regions  of  the  cord  appears  to  lie  at 
the  bottom  of  other  diseases,  as  the  "  glosso-laryngeal  para- 
lysis" of  Duchenne,  wasting  palsy,  the  paralysis  of  the 
insane,  and  infantile  paralysis,  the  trial  of  Belladonna  may 
be  suggested  in  the  incipience  of  these  maladies  also. 
Trousseau  and  Pidoux  speak  of  Bretonneau  as  having 
obtained  in  several  cases  of  paraplegia  a  cure  as  unexpected 
.as  inexplicable  by  the  use  of  the  drug. 

3.  We  come  now  to  the  action  of  Belladonna  in  the  mental 
and  moral  sphere,  which  is  one  of  the  most  potent  it  exerts. 
Perception,  ideation,  and  emotion  are  equally  affected ;  and 
in  a  manner  similar  to  that  which  we  have  seen  in  the  regions 
of  sensibility  and  movement.  The  drug  excites  and  at  the 
same  time  perverts  their  function, — blimting  their  reaction 
to  real  impressions,  while  quickening  in  them  a  feverish 
automatic  activity,   spurring  them  on  in  a  rapid  and  dis- 

•  Oh  the  varUmt  forms  qf  FaralysU  (Turner,  1869). 
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ordered  course  until  they  fail  for  exhaustion.  Hallucinations, 
delirium  (often  compared  to  delirium  tremens),  insane 
talking  and  acting,  melancholy,  and  rage  are  the  features  of 
this  part  of  the  pathogenesis  of  Belladonna ;  and  are  present 
in  the  same  degree  and  yariety  in  that  of  no  other  drug  save 
its  congeners  Hyoscyamus  and  Stramonium. 

Correspondingly,    Belladonna    occupies    in    homceopathic 
IM!actice  the  first  rank  among  the  remedies  for  cerebral  dis- 
torhance.     It  is  best  indicated  in  the  sthenic  and  congestive 
delirium  of  the  fevers  and  exanthemata ;  in  mania-a-potu ; 
ia  fun)T  irarmioriua :   and  in  acute  maniacal  delirium,  the 
i^ire  aiffue  of  the  French.     A  case  of  this  last  kind,  related 
by  Dr.  Maudsley,  resulted  from  transfer  of  erysipelas  from 
the  leg  to  the  brain ;  and  to  this  disease  we  shall  hereafter 
•ee  Belladonna  strikingly  homoeopathic  and   curative.      It 
ahould  also  be  serviceable  in  acute  melancholia ;  and  in  the 
alternation  of    epilepsy  with   insanity.       Hitherto,    indeed, 
IkomoBopathy  has  had  little  opportunity  of  proving  its  powers 
in  the  treatment  of  mental  disease.     But  now  that  the  New 
York  State  Asylum  has  been  erected  for  carrying  out  our 
method  in  the  care  of  the  insane,  we  shall  soon  learn  what 
▼e  can  do  in  this  direction,  and  how  to  do  it.     At  present  we 
must  be  content  with  the  occasional  results  obtained  in  the 
ordinary  practice,  where  of  old  time  Belladonna  was  often 
employed  with  success  in  mania  and  mental  disorder  gene- 
rally.   Trousseau  and  Pidoux  justify  this  practice,  naively 
^marking  that  "  experience  has  proved  that  a  multitude  of 
maladies  are  cured  by  therapeutic  agents  which  seem  to 
^  in  the  same  manner  as  the  cause  of  the  disease  they 
oppOK," 

4.  Throughout  these  pictures  of  sensory,  motor,  and  mental 
diwrder  we  continually  have  more  or  less  evidence  of  the  co- 
enitence  of  active  determination  of  blood.  The  disturbance 
let  Qp  is  indeed,  as  I  have  argued,  inflammatory  in  essence. 
Still  more  marked  is  this  feature  when  we  come  to  the 
•ymptoms  of  the  head  itself.     The  vertigo,  intoxication,  and 

12 
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iieadache  so  constantly  occurring  in  the  provers  are  all 
hypersemic  in  cliaracter ;  and  in  poisonings  we  have  pheno- 
mena of  acute  cerebral  congestion,  going  on  sometimes  nearly 
to  phrenitis,  more  frequently  to  apoplexy.  For  the  eyidenoe 
•of  this  I  must  refer  you  to  my  arrangement  of  the  drug  in 
the  Hahnemann  Materia  Medica :  I  must  here  pass  at  once  to 
its  therapeutical  applications. 

The  vertigo  of  Belladonna  is,  as  I  have  said,  hypereemic ; 
it  is  worse  on  movement  and  relieved  in  the  open  air.  In 
Dr.  Harley's  experiments  its  development  seemed  to  coincide 
with  the  rise  of  the  pulse.  Such  congestive  vertigo,  when 
occurring  in  subjects  not  too  advanced  in  life,  yields  readily 
to  the  drug.  '  Of  its  headache  I  have  been  able  to  collect  no 
less  than  seventy-eight  instances,  including  almost  every 
variety  of  the  aflfection.  Its  most  frequent  seat  is  the  fore- 
head and  the  temples.  Belladonna  is,  from  these  effects  and 
from  clinical  experience,  our  chief  remedy  in  headache.  It  is 
suited  both  to  the  nervous  or  neuralgic  form,  and  to  the 
-congestive.  Heavy,  drooping  eyelids,  and  blindness  or  flashes 
of  light  before  the  eyes,  point  to  it ;  also  flushed  face,  hot 
head,  and  sense  of  burning  in  the  eyeballs.  Secondary 
vomiting  does  not  centra-indicate  it ;  but  in  true  gastric 
headache  it  is  of  no  use.  The  Belladonna  headache  is 
always  aggravated  by  light,  noise,  and  movement.  It» 
ossential  characters,  indeed,  are  hypersemia  and  hyper- 
a}sthesia. 

It  is  but  a  step  farther  to  say  that  in  arterial  congestion  oC 
the  brain,  from  almost  any  cause.  Belladonna  is  an  invaluable 
remedy.     The  only  instance  in  which  it  is  outrivalled  is  tho 
cerebral  hyperaemia  of  sun-stroke,  where  Glonoin  takes  its 
place ;  though  not  necessarily  to  its  exclusion.      Nor  does  it 
-cease  to  be  of  avail  when  the  congestion  runs  on  to  inflamma- 
tion.   I  must  agree  with  Dr.  Bahi*  that  its  action  does  not 
reach  to  meningitis,  if  the  meninges  he  has  in  view  are  the 
dura  mater  and  arachnoid.     Over  the  inflammatory  results  of 
injury  to  the  skull  it  has  thus  little  power.     But  in  ordinaiy 
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phrenitis  or  enceplialitis,  such  as  we  meet  with  in  the  course 
of  reaction  from  concussion,  and  as  the  result  of  mental 
^xcit«menty  intemperance,  and  such-like  causes,  Belladonna 
18  (with  or  without  Aconite)  the  main  remedy  ;  that  is,  if  the 
patient  is  in  the  first  stage  of  the  disorder,  and  not  in  that  of 
effasion  or  collapse.  It  is  no  less  valuable  in  apoplexy,  as 
long  as  cerebral  hypersemia  is  present,  whether  before  or  after 
^xtnTasation  has  occurred.  Here,  too,  it  is  useful  to  check 
the  tendency  to  secondary  inflammation. 

Before  leaying  the  sphere  of  the  nervous  system,  I  must 

speak  of  the  action  of  Belladonna  in  neuralgia.    Its  causation 

of  this  phenomenon  is  doubtful, — only  one  symptom  of  the 

kind  being  on  record,  in  the  fourth  of  Br.  Hale*s  provers.* 

Bat  Dr.  Anstie  has  argued  (mainly  on  the  ground  of  the 

Bnmerous  complications  so  often  present  in  severe  cases — 

ipasms,  paralyses,    inflammations,    disorders    of    nutrition, 

secretion,  and  sensation)  that  true  neuralgia  is  always  of 

central   origin.      The  particular  seat  of  it  he  thinks  the 

posterior  root  of  the  spinal  nerve  in  which  the  pain  is  felt. 

In  reviewing  Dr.  Anstie's  admirable  treatise  in  the  BrUiah 

Jcwnal  of  Homcsapaihyf  1  have  suggested  that  it  is  rather  to 

tlie  grey  nucleus  we  should  look  than  to  the  issuing  fibres. 

I  hare  also  pointed  out  that  the  analogy  of  locomotor  ataxy, 

whose   pains    Dr.    Anstie  characterises  as  truly  neuralgic, 

indicates  that  the  central  mischief  is  primarily  at  least  of  an 

inflanunatory  nature.     If  these  things  are  so,  we  have  no 

difficulty  in  understanding  how  Belladonna  cures  neuralgia 

knnoBopathically,  though  it  has  not  time  enough  to  set  it  up. 

^  neuralgia  which  indicates  it  is  of  comparatively  recent 

origm,  and  occurs  in  young  or  middle-aged  persons.    It  is 

^'•oeiated    with    marked  symptoms  of  hypereemia.     It    is 

ittQidly  situate   in  the  trigeminus, — ^the  drug  having  little 

^nfinence  over  sciatica  or  other  neuralgia  occurring  below  the 

^^  and  neck.     This  is  also  the  experience  of  Trousseau. 

*  See  Sahn,  Mat,  Med,,  part  iii,  s.  438. 
t  xxz,367. 
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Dr.  Bayes  says  that  a  characteristic  symptom  here  is  accession 
or  aggravation  of  the  pain  about  5  p.m. 

I  have  studied  thus  fully  the  action  of  Belladonna  in  the 
sphere  of  the  nervous  system,  as  here  we  meet  with  its  most 
prominent  effects  and  frequent  uses.  But  we  have  yet  to  see 
it  as  a  potent  agent  in  several  other  regions.  I  shall  speak 
of  it,  briefly  yet  I  hope  sufficiently,  as  it  affects  the  circula- 
tion and  temperature,  the  mucous  membranes,  and  the 
skin;  and,  lastly,  shall  analyse  the  changes  it  set^  up  in 
two  important  spheres  of  its  action — the  urinary  organs  and 
the  eyes. 

I.  Belladonna,  in  not  too  excessive  doses,  increases  the 
action  of  the  heart  both  in  force  and  frequency ;  so  that  it 
cannot  act  only — as  is  alleged — by  paralysing  the  inhibitory 
fibres  of  the  vagi,  but  must  also  stimulate  the  organ  through 
the  sympathetic.  Coincidently,  the  arteries  are  contracted^ 
and  the  blood-pressure  increased.  These  phenomena,  which 
I  have  expressed  as  obtained  by  modem  experimentation, 
have  many  prototypes  in  the  symptoms  of  poisoning  and 
proving  collected  by  Hahnemann.  Moreover,  the  febrile 
condition  so  repeatedly  recorded  by  the  latter  as  resulting 
from  the  drug  has  now  been  demonstrated  to  be  a  true 
pyrexia.  "The  similarity,"  writes  Dr.  Harley,  "of  the 
general  phenomena  which  attend  the  operation  of  Belladonna 
and  those  which  accompany  pneumonia,  enteritis,  the  develop- 
ment of  pus  in  any  of  the  tissues  and  organs  of  the  body,  Ac.,, 
arrests  attention  :"  and  again — "  An  infinitesimal  quantity 
of  Atropia — a  mere  atom — as  soon  as  it  enters  the  blood, 
originates  an  action  which  is  closely  allied  to,  if  it  be  not 
identical  with,  that  which  induces  the  circulatory  and  nervous 
phenomena  accompanying  meningitis,  enteric,  or  typhus 
fever."  Other  experimenters  also  have  foimd  a  considerable 
elevation  of  temperature — from  1  to  4  degrees  centig^rade — 
under  the  action  of  Atropia.  The  fever  induced  differs  con- 
siderably from  that  of  Aconite  and  Arsenic.  The  chill  i« 
slight,  and  sweating  is  rare  after  the  heat :  the  heat  itself  i» 
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Tery  decided,  but  is  seldom  accompanied  with  thirst,  nor  is 
there  the  restless,  uneasy,  anxious  condition  especially  charac- 
teristic of  Aconite. 

We  of  the  homoeopathic  school  have  long  ago  drawn  from 
sach  facts  the  inference  that  Belladonna  has  an  important 
place  in  the  treatment  of  the  primary  fevers  ;   and  that  where 
pyrexia  accompanies  inflammation  of  parts  which  it  specifl- 
<aQly  irritates  (as  the  throat)  it  suffices  to  control  both  the 
general  and  the  local  phenomena.     It  is  interesting  to  And  Dr. 
Harley  coming  to  the  same  conclusion.      He  believes  ''  that  it 
has  not  yet  attained  to  its  legitimate  place  as  a  therapeutic 
agent,*'  and  anticipates  ''  that  its  sphere  of  usefulness  will  be 
acknowledged  before  long  to  be  coextensive  with   that  of 
acute  disease  itself."    If  he  would  read  Hartmann's  essay, 
lie  would  find  that  Belladonna  had  attained  this  its  "  legiti- 
mate place"  among  those  whom  he  stigmatises  as ''blindly 
led  by  an  unscientific  dogma  "  at  least  forty  years  ago. 

IL  Together  with  its  pyrexia,  Belladonna  congests  the 
mucous  and  cutaneous  surfaces  throughout  the  body.  "  The 
mucous  membranes,"  writes  Dr.  Meuriot,  "  ten  minutes  after 
the  injection  of  Atropia,  are  red,  injected,  and  dry."  This 
•eems  to  be  the  raiionale  of  the  well-known  dry  mouth  of  the 
drug.  It  is  not  the  mere  result  of  diminished  saliva,  nor  of 
occluded  arteries :  "  the  blood-vessels  of  the  part,"  says 
Dr.  Harley,  "are  congested,  and  the  blood  is  arrested." 
After  a  time,  the  dryness  is  relieved  by  a  secretion  of  mucus, 
fool  and  viscid ;  and  therewith  the  pulse  falls.  In  fever,  as 
the  same  author  states,  Atropia  will  moisten  the  dry  tongue, 
iBoderating  the  circulation  at  the  same  time. 

This  condition  of  mucous  membrane  is  probably  induced 
^  the  drug  throughout  the  body :  it  explains  many  of  the 
symptoms  it  causes,  and  warrants  the  use  of  the  medicine  in 
similar  dry  catarrhs  wherever  occurring.  At  some  points, 
howerer,  the  action  runs  on  to  actual  phlegmonous  inflam- 
BBatiou.  Besides  the  conjunctiva  (of  which  I  shall  speak 
Ikoeafter),  this  condition  is  best  seen  in  the  throat,  which  is 


182  BELLADONNA. 

one  of  the  cardinal  centres  of  the  action  of  Belladonna* 
Dryness,  dysphagia,  constriction,  soreness,  painful  degluti- 
tion, swelling  and  burning  are  the  sensations  experienced 
here  by  the  subjects  of  its  influence ;  and  the  physical  signs 
of  inflammation  are  often  evident.  Correspondingly,  for 
acute  sore  throat  Belladonna  is  as  complete  a  specific  as 
medicine  can  present.  It  is  specially  indicated  where  there 
are  much  heat  and  pain  on  swallowing,  bright  redness  of  the* 
affected  parts,  flushed  face,  and  headache.  When  the  paren- 
chyma of  the  tonsils  is  involved — when  we  have  true  quinsy 
— I  myself  prefer  Baryta  carbonica.  But  Hahnemann  him- 
self extols  Belladonna  here ;  and  cites  a  case*  where  quinsy 
supervened  during  the  treatment  of  jaundice  by  Belladonna — 
whether  post  or  propter  can  hardly  be  decided.  Elsewhere^ 
the  signs  of  its  tonsillar  influence  are  not  very  prominent. 

ni.  The  skin  is  affected  by  Belladonna  much  as  are  the^ 
mucous  membranes ;  it  becomes  dry,  red,  and  hot.  Some- 
times, especially  in  the  face,t  the  action  goes  on  to  inflamma- 
tion ;  and  we  have  the  condition  which  makes  it  as  similar  a8> 
it  is  potent  in  the  treatment  of  erysipelas.  Every  one  who 
has  adopted  this  bit  of  homoeopathy  from  us — from  Listoi^ 
of  old  down  to  Ringer  to-day — speaks  highly  in  its  praise. 
Here,  as  in  the  throat,  it  is  the  smooth,  tense,  bright-red  surface- 
which  calls  for  it ;  when  much  oedema  exists.  Apis  is  considered 
preferable,  and  when  many  vesicles  form,  Ehus — though 
Dr.  Yeldham  would  have  us  rely  upon  Belladonna  in  every 
variety  of  the  disease.  Boils  and  carbuncles,  which  bear  so 
close  a  relation  to  erysipelas,  may  generally  be  helped — the* 
former  often  blighted — by  our  medicine. 

More  commonly,  the  cutaneous  irritation  of  Belladonna 
resembles  that  of  scarlatina,  to  which  it  has  been  compared' 
by  many  observers :    it  sometimes  ends    in  desquamation. 
When  we  consider  the  fever,  the  angina,  and  the  delirium  also  • 
induced  by  our  drug,  we  obviously  have  in  it  a  close  simile  to* 

•  S.  507.— See  BriL  Joum.  of  Horn.,  xxxi,476. 
t  Sahtt,  Mat.  Med.,  part  iii,  8.  424-7. 
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the  idiopathic  disease;  and  for  .sthenic  forms  of  scarlatina 

Belladonna  has  from  the  first  been  our  leading  remedy.     A 

still  more  important  property  of  the  drug  would  be  that 

claimed  for  it  by  Hahnemann,  that  it  acts  as  a  temporary 

prophylactic  against  the  scarlatinal  contagion.     Much  contro- 

Tersy  has  raged  on  this  subject,  and  very  different  results 

haye  been  obtained  by  different  experimenters.     The  whole 

ftoiy  is  told  in  Dr  Dudgeon's  Lectures  on  Homoeopathy.     I 

think  the  conclusion  must  be  in  favour  of  its  pretensions ; 

and  that  we  do  well  in  administering  it — according  to  the 

custom  of  most  homoeopathists — ^whenever  scarlatina  breaks 

tmt  in  a  household.     The  analogy  of  the  prophylaxis  of  ague 

bj  quinine  makes  strongly  in  its  favour. 

Hahnemann  lays  much  stress  on  its  being  the  ''  smooth  "^ 
scarlatina  in  which  Belladonna  is  so  potent  to  prevent  and 
care;  disappointment, he  says,  has  commonly  proceeded  from* 
confounding  this  with  the  rothe  Friesel,  which  is  a  different 
malady.  It  is  the  smooth  scarlatina  which  we  ordinarily  see 
in  this  country. 

IV.  I  have  now  to  speak  of  the  action  of  Belladonna  on  the- 
^Binary  organs.  Passing  out  with  the  renal  secretion,  it 
excites  the  circulation  of  the  kidneys  on  its  way ;  causing 
cither  diuresis,  or — if  the  dose  be  large — congestion  and 
rtatts,  with  diminution  or  even  temporary  suppression  of 
'^rine.  It  seems  to  be  the  primary  or  Malpighian  circulation 
^  the  kidneys  which  is  influenced  by  Belladonna :  there  is  no- 
'^swn  to  suppose  that  it  has  any  direct  action  on  the  secreting' 
cells  of  the  convoluted  tubes.  Belladonna,  therefore,  does 
^  accompany  the  scarlatinal  poison  the  whole  length  of  it» 
^'^^^ttBe.  When  tubal  nephritis  has  been  set  up,  it  cannot 
^^c'rtialise  the  mischief ;  though  it  may  (like  Terebinthina) 
^  good  by  unloading  the  Malpighian  capillaries,  and  so 
*e^g  free  a  copious  flow  of  urine  to  flush  the  ducts.  But 
^  renal  hypenemia,  whether  from  scarlatina  or  from  cold,  go 
^farther  than  to  produce  defective  secretion,  htematuria,  or 
cren  albuminuria,  Belladonna  may  be  all  that  is  required. 
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Dr.  Harley  thinks  biglily  of  it  in  the  last-named  condition ; 
and  himself  points  out  that  the  quantity  of  albumen  is  liable 
to  be  increased  ''  unless  the  dose  is  a  very  small  one."  That 
is,  he  admits  its  action  to  be  homoeopathic. 

Descending  from  the  kidneys  to  the  bladder,  we  fioid  the 
latter  powerfully  affected  by  Belladonna.    The  condition  most 
frequently  set  up  is  well  illustrated  in  a  case  seen  by  Sir  "William 
Jenner,  where  a  Belladonna  plaster  had  been  placed  on  a 
somewhat  abraded  surface  of  the  body.    Two  hours  after  the 
first  appearance  of  the  symptoms,  "  he  was  affected  with  an 
extreme  desire  to  micturate,  though  he  could  pass  only  a  few 
drops  of  perfectly  colourless  urine.    From  this  time  till  he' 
lost  consciousness,  his  desire   to  pass  urine  was  constant; 
whenever  he  could  retire,  he  did  so,  but  succeeded  in  expelling 
from  the  bladder,  with  considerable  effort,  only  a  few  drops 
of  colourless  fluid."     I  cannot  agree  with  Dr.  Harley  that  thig 
frequent  and  urgent  micturition  is  'Hhe  result  of  repeated 
calls  to  empty  a  distended    and  weakened  bladder."     It 
seems  to  me  a  true  strangury,  by  which  phrase  it  is  describee 
by  Christison  as  occurring,  with  even  bloody  micturition,  a 
the  dose  of  poisoning  cases.     No  spasm,  indeed,  is  present 
and  the  absence  of  pain  forbids  the  supposition  of  inflamm? 
tion :  but  I  think  that  irritation  to  no  slight  extent  is  set  v 
Bocker  states  that  the  vesical  mucus  in  the  urine  is  increai 
by  Belladonna.     Correspondingly,  for  simple  irritation  of  ^ 
bladder,  short  of  actual  inflammation,  I  know  of  no  medic 
so  valuable  as  Belladonna. 

Of  course,  in  thus  venturing  to  differ  from  Dr.  Harle 
to  the  ordinary  action  of  Belladonna  on  the  bladder,  I  ' 
no  thought  of  denying  that  in  large  doses  it  may  paralyse 
organ,  both  in  its  detrusor  and  in  its  sphincter  fibres.    I 
already  ascribed  to  such  an  action  its  power  of  breakir 
habit  of  nocturnal  incontinence  of  urine  in  children. 

V.  I  come  lastly  to  a  very  important  and  interesting  ' 
of  action  of  Belladonna, — I  mean  the  eye.  The  points 
here  arise  for  physiological  discussion  would  occupy  a ' 
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of  themselyes :  I  must  stemlj  confine  myself  to  a  statement 
of  the  facts  and  to  practical  conclusions. 

Belladonna  displays  in  the  yisual  apparatus  nearly  all  the 
actions  of  which  we  have  seen  it  possessed.  It  amesthetizes 
the  retina  ;  it  depresses  the  motor  oculi,  and  excites  the  sympa- 
thetic fibres  which  animate  the  iris;  it  frets  the  corpora 
quadrigemina  to  hallucinations,  and  inflames  the  conjimctiva. 
Let  us  consider, — first,  its  inflammatory  effects ;  secondarily, 
its  influence  upon  the  pupil ;  thirdly,  the  disorder  of  vision 
produced  by  it. 

1.  That  Belladonna  inflames  the  eye  is  very  obvious.  The 
injection  of  the  ocular  membranes  present  during  its  action 
tt  not  merely  symptomatic  of  cerebral  hypersemia,  but  is  a 
feet  tissue  irritation,  which  has  often  gone  on  to  conjunc- 
tiritis.  Evidence  of  a  similar  condition  in  the  sclerotica,  iris,  and 
«Ten  retina,  is  not  wanting  in  the  pathogenesis  of  the  drug;* 
ttd  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  lachrymal  sac  and  canals. f 

Belladonna  is,  accordingly,  a  prime  remedy  in  homoeox>athic 
practice  for  inflammatory  affections  of  the  eyes.  It  is  indi- 
<iUed  in  the  severer  forms  of  catarrhal  ophthalmia,  and  in 
itmmous  ophthalmia  when  of  inflammatory  type.  Sense  of 
Wning  and  dryness  in  the  eyes  is  characteristic  of  it  here. 
I  IttTe  seeii  it  act  admirably  in  two  cases  of  iritis  of  traumatic 
^^ngin.  Its  use  as  a  mydriatic  in  this  disease  is  well  known 
^  nmversally  adopted  :  I  am  not  sure  but  that  part  of  the 
8^  it  does  is  due  to  its  specific  operation.  Dr.  Anstie  thinks 
tkt  he  has  seen  incipient  glaucoma  checked  by  the  sub- 
^^itiiieous  injection  of  a  minute  dose  of  Atropia  in  the 
^hbonrhood  of  the  eye  ;  while  several  observers  affirm  that 
lU  incaatious  use  will  set  up  this  very  condition.  J  It  is 
"iiitible  to  retinal  hypereemia ;  and  even  to  retinitis  when 
^^  and  recent.    A  good  cure  with  it  of  the  latter  affection 

*  fkkm,  Mai.  Med.,  part  m,  s.  472-3,  502, 508-9,  532-4,  538-44. 
t  iM,  1.  449, 458. 

X  T.  Graefe,  Arch,/,  O.,  xiv,  2.    Derby,   IVatu,  Am.  Oph.  Soc,  1869. 
^  Soelberg  Wells. 
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is  recorded  by  a  son  of  the  Hartmann  whose  monograph  oir 
the  drug  I  have  mentioned.* 

2.  The  dilatation  of  the  pupil  so  readily  and  uniformlj 
caused  by  Belladonna  has  long  been  a  subject  of  great  interest. 
I  have  always  been  one  of  those  who  have  maintained  that  the 
phenomenon  is  due  to  excitation  of  the  radiating  fibres  of  the 
iris  through  the  sympathetic.f  Dr.  Harley  has  reinforced  our 
side, — advancing  against  the  opposite  hypothesis  of  mere 
paralysis  of  the  third  nerve  the  very  different  effects  of  Conium 
(which  undoubtedly  causes  such  paralysis)  and  Belladonna, 
on  the  eye.  Dr.  Wood,  after  reviewing  all  recent  experimen- 
tation, concludes  that  here  (as  also  in  the  heart  and  intestines) 
both  kinds  of  influence  are  at  work — the  ccrebro-spinal  fibres 
being  depressed  and  the  sympathetic  excited.  But  the  most 
important  fact  he  brings  forward  is  that  the  whole  action 
is  a  local  one,  even  when  the  drug  reaches  the  eye  through 
the  general  circulation.  For  thus  is  explained  that  to  which 
I  have  often  called  attention, — that  the  dilated  pupil  of 
Belladonna  is  quite  unconnected  with  its  cerebral  effects,, 
which  indeed,  when  occurring  idiopathically,  are  associated 
with  contraction  rather  than  expansion  of  the  iridal  aperture* 
Dilated  pupils,  therefore,  are  at  least  no  necessary  homoeo- 
pathic indication  for  the  use  of  Belladonna  in  cerebral  dis- 
orders ;  and  often  tell  of  a  condition  of  exhaustion  or  effusion 
to  which  the  drug  is  quite  unsuitable.  "While  on  the  other- 
hand  Graves  was  practising  homoeopathy  while  intending 
antipathy,  when  he  gave  Belladonna  in  fever  where  a  con- 
tracted pupil  was  present. 

3.  The  impairment  of  vision  caused  by  Belladonna  is  of  twa 
kinds — the  one  inseparably  connected  with  the  mydriasis  -set 
up,  the  other  pointing  to  an  influence  on  the  retina.  The 
former  is  simply  presbyo])ia.  It  is  entirely  the  effect  of  the 
dilatation  of  the  pupil ;  for  when  this  is  neutralised  by  looking 
through  a  pinhole  in  a  card,  near  vision  becomes  practicable 

*  Bril.  Journ.  of  Horn.,  xxxi,  182. 
•f-  See  ibid.^  xxii,  435. 
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once  more.    To  inability  to  contract  the  pupil,  rather  than  to- 
ibolition  of  the  function  of  the  ciliary  muscle,  I  am  inclined 
to  refer  the*'  paralysis  of  accommodation  "  ascribed  to  Atropia 
by  ophUialmologists.     But  for  this  subject  I  must  refer  yo^^ 
to  Dr.  Dudgeon's  original  and  striking  views.* 

Pereira,  however,  is  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  im- 
paired  vision  of  Belladonna  "  is  chiefly  or  entirely  presbyopia.'*' 
Hie  functions  of  the  retina  are  unmistakeably  afifected  by  it* 
Besides  chromatopsia  and  photopsia,  which  are  probably  duer* 
to  the  congestion  we  have  already  seen  set  up,  we  have  in^ 
aerenl  recorded  instances  a  true  amaurosis,  without  neces— 
arily  any  mydriasis. 
The  therapeutical  inferences  from  these  facts  are  obvious. 

And  now  I  must  conclude.  There  are  many  more  things^ 
I  might  say  about  Belladonna,  did  time  permit.  There  are 
ttes  of  it  in  inflammatory  toothache ;  in  uterine  congestion- 
ud  tenesmus,  and  menorrhagia ;  in  inflammations  and 
oeorotes  of  the  stomach  and  intestines  on  the  one  hand,  and> 
<rf  the  respiratory  organs  on  the  other,  on  which  I  should 
li»Te  willingly  dwelt.  I  should  have  liked,  moreover,  to* 
^ell  npon  its  efficacy  in  exophthalmic  goitre,  a  bit  of  practice 
*>w  gaining  ground  in  the  old  school,  but  initiated  (as  Dr^ 
Singer  candidly  admits)  among  homcEopathists.f  Analogy 
*nd  inference,  however,  and  the  detailed  study  of  the  patho- 
gWiejii,  will  guide  you  to  all  in  good  time.  I  would  only  say 
^  word  in  conclusion  about 
^iropia.  Being  tmable  to  discover  the  least  difference 
I  ^  hMd  hetween  the  poisonous  effects  of  the  drug  and  of 
^  its  i^kaloid,  I  have  spoken  of  the  two  interchange- 
»Wj.  But  I  do  not  think  we  should  assume  the  same 
*i^  to  hold  good  of  their  therapeutical  effects.  In  all 
tlttt  I  have  said  hitherto  about  treatment,  I  have  been 
•peaking  of   the  administration   of    Belladonna.     Whether 

•  Brii,  Journ.  of  Horn,,  xxx,  35. 

t  See  Dr.  Kidd's  case  in  Brit.  Journ.  of  Horn.,  xxv,  187. 
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Atropia  should  ever  be  used  in  its  stead  lias  been  inquired 
into  by  the  late  Dr.  Caspar,  of  Vienna.*  He  treated  more 
than  a  hundred  cases, — at  first  by  giving  Atropia  after 
Belladonna,  though  apparently  well  indicated,  had  ^iled,  and 
afterwards,  as  his  knowledge  grew,  by  prescribing  it  in  the 
first  instance,  following  it  up,  if  ineffectual,  by  Belladonna. 
His  main  conclusion  is  that,  as  a  therapeutical  agent,  Atropia 
occupies  the  piurely  neurotic  sphere  of  Belladonna,  having  no 
place  in  its  tissue-irritations  and  vascular  excitements.  He 
has  cured  with  it  idiopathic  and  post-febrile  headaches  of 
long  standing,  haUucinations,  epilepsy  (in  three  instances), 
irritable  throat  and  larynx,  whooping-cough  in  the  convulsive 
stage,  and  asthma.  He  thinks  that  it  has  little  or  no  action 
below  the  diaphragm.  But  Dr.  Kafka,  after  a  proving  of  the 
sixtieth  of  a  grain  of  the  sulpliate  of  Atropia  upon  himself,  waa 
led  by  the  symptoms  induced  to  give  it  in  chronic  affections 
of  the  stomach  attended  with  much  pain  and  vomiting,  and 
with  very  satisfactory  results. f  Dr.  Bahr  recommends  it  to 
relieve  the  pain  of  gastric  ulcer ;  and  in  a  case  recently 
reported  from  America  it  seems  to  have  effected  a  complete 
cure. 

The  second  trituration  has  generally  been  that  employed. 

•  See  North  Am,  Joum.  of  Horn.,  vi,  457. 
f  Brit,  Joum.  of  Horn,,  xv,  238. 


LECTURE  XI. 

lERIS,      BISMUTH^     BORAX^     BOVISTA,      BROMINE     ANI> 

THE    BROMIDES. 

ALL  begin  this  lecture  with  a  sketch  of  the  action  of  the* 

Berberis  vulgaris. 

make  a  tincture  from  the  small  branches  of  the  root,  or 
rk  of  the  larger  roots. 

excellent  proving  of  Berberis,  made  upon  five  persons, 
^  with  infusions  of  the  root,  was  published  by  Dr.  Hesse 
first  volume  of  the  Journal  fiir  Arzneimittellehrc.  Its 
jmatology  is  reproduced  by  Dr.  Allen,  who  gives  1262 
)m8  to  the  drug. 

n  some  remarks  of  Dr.  Hering's  in  the  sixth  volume 
American  Homoeopathic  Bevieiv  (p.  48),  we  learn  that 
mptoms  of  Berberis  have  led  to  its  successful  use  in 
I  affections  of  the  biliary  and  urinary  tracts,  and  (in 
ises)  in  fistula  ani.  Mr.  Clifton  has  recentlv  com- 
fd  it  to  relieve  pain  in  the  passing  of  gall-stones,  and 
patic  congestion;*  while  Dr.  S.  E.  Newton,  follow- 
p  a  previous  experience  of  Dr.  Lippe's,  praises  it  in 
ifferings  attendant  on  the  passage  of  urinary  gravel.f 
5  actions  are  in  perfect  accordance  with  its  pathogenesis, 
li  shows  a  marked  influence  on  the  two  tracts  now 
W,  with  alteration  in  their  secretions.  I  am  inclined 
ink  that  the  hepatic  is  the  primary  action  ;  and  that  the 

*  Monthhf  Horn.  Sev.,  xii,  405. 

t  Brit,  Journ,  of  Horn.,  xxxiii,  362. 
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urinary  symptoms  are  due  to  a  change  in  the  renal  secretion 
.secondary  thereto,  setting  up  irritation  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane along  which  it  passes.  But,  however  this  may  be, 
whenever  you  meet  with  pain,  soreness,  and  burning  in  the 
biliary  or  urinary  tracts  (especially  when,  in  the  latter  case, 
there  is  much  pain  in  the  hips),  with  tendency  to  gall-stone 
and  gravel,  you  will  do  well  to  think  of  Berberis. 

Some  attention  has  of  late  been  directed  to  an  alkaloid 
found  in  Berberis,  and  present  also  in  Hydrastis,  Podophyllum, 
and  Calumba,  which   is   called  Berherin.    Experiments  on 
■  animals  prove  it  a  very  mild  poison,  such  symptoms  as  it 
does    produce    being    those    of    gastro-intestinal  irritation. 
*^  Given  to  fowls,"  writes  Dr.  Phillips, "  in  pills  amounting  to  a 
quantrmi  of  four  to  eight  grains  with  each  day's  food,  the 
drug  produced  progressive  loss  of  appetite,  to  the  extent  <£ 
causing  marked  inanition."     These  effects  may  throw  somd 
light  upon  the  **  stomachic  "  virtues  ascribed  to  Calumba  ^ 
but  they  do  not  hint  at  the  special  virtues  of  Berberis. 
.  Berberin  has  also  been  credited  with  anti-periodic  properties, 
but  recent  trials  have  resulted  negatively.* 

Berberis  may  be  compared  with  Nux  vomica  and  witli 
Capsicum. 

The  dilutions  from  six  to  eighteen  were  used  in  the  cases 
Dr.  Hering  reports ;  but  the  later  experience  I  have  mentioned 
was  gained  with  moie  substantial  doses — ^Mr.  Clifton  getting* 
no  good  effects  imtil  he  resorted  to  the  mother-tincture. 

My  next  medicine  will  be  the  familiar 

Bismuthum. 

Hahnemann  called  his  preparation  an  oxide,  and  imder  this 
name  its  symptoms  appear  in  Allen's  Encyclapcedia.  But  I 
think  that  if  you  read  his  directions  for  Tna-lnng  it  you  will 
Agree  with  me  that  the  resulting  salt  is  identiad  with  thafc 
which  chemists  now  style  the  subnitrate,  and  which  is  the 

*  See  Brit,  Joum.  of  Ebm.,  xxxi,  190.    PractUioner,  xi,  833. 
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THsmuth  of  ordinary  practice.  This  is  the  conclusion  also  of 
the  British  Homoeopathic  Pharmacopeia,  which  directs  the 
officinal  subnitrate  to  be  used,  and  prepared  of  course  by 
trituration. 

The  primary  proving  of  Bismuth  is  in  the  sixth  volume  of 
the  Beine  AnneimiUellehrey  where  11  symptoms  are  given  by 
Hahnemann,  and  97  by  three  others.  Some  additional  experi- 
ments with  full  doses  are  recorded  by  Wibmer,  and  given  in 
8jmptom-form  by  Allen. 

Bismuth  has  long  been  known  as  a  remedy  for  gastric  pain 

nd  vomiting.     Hahnemann  points  out  that  the  symptoms 

4)btained  from  it  show  it  to  be  homoeopathic  enough  to  such 

conditions;  and  Pereira  speaks  to  the  same  effect  when  he 

4ajg  that  *'  in  large  doses  it  disorders  the  digestive  organs, 

cuuing  pain,  vomiting,  and  purging."     But  recent  experience 

lith  it  in  chronic  diarrhoea,  such  as  that  of  phthisis  and  of 

unhealthy  children,  has  elicited  the  fact  that  it  may  be  given 

b  enormous  doses  with  nothing  but  benefit.     The  conclusion 

has  hence  been  reached  that  the  irritant  eflfects  ascribed  to  it 

of  old  were  due  to  the  Arsenic  so  often  present  in  it,  and  that 

in  its  pure  state  it  has  no  more  active  properties  than  chalk, 

8nd  produces  its  good  effects  by  a  local  "  sedative  and  desic- 

^ant*'  action  on  the  alimentary  canal. 

If  this  were  so,  Bismuth  would  lie  outside  the  sphere  of 
Wceopathy.  But  Drs.  Chapman*  and  Bayes  have  each  put 
^  record  several  cases  in  which,  from  the  first  to  the  third 
^fitaration,  it  proved  curative  in  gastralgia ;  and  my  own 
experience  is  of  the  same  tenor.  Prepared  by  our  processes, 
*J»€refore,  Bismuth  is  not  without  dynamic  action ;  and  Dr. 
Hontio  Wood  shows  that  it  is  not  so  insoluble  as  is  com- 
Jttooly  supposed.  It  would  probably  repay  a  more  thorough 
proTing,  directed  to  ascertain  the  precise  form  of  gastralgia 
to  which  it  corresponds.  It  seems  indicated  when  there  is 
sjmpathetic  "  stomach-cough,"  which  is  worse  when  the 
stomach  b  empty. 

•  Brit,  Joum.  of  Horn,  vii„  604. 
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Bismuth  seems  also  to  exert  a  marked  action  on  the  hearty 
though  here  again  it  may  have  been  due  to  Arsenic.  "  Violent 
beating  of  the  heart  '*  appears  in  Hahnemann's  pathogenesis ; 
a  contracted  pulse  is  several  times  noted  by  the  provers ;  and 
in  tho  post-mortem  examination  of  the  only  case  of  poisoning 
on  record  the  inner  surface  of  both  the  ventricles  was  found 
very  red.  Arsenic  can  produce  such  effects,  as  we  have  seen ; 
and  we  must  not  hastily  use  Bismuth  in  cardiac  affections  on 
the  strength  of  these  observations. 

Teste  states  that  he  has  used  the  drug  with  brilliant  results- 
in  phlegmasia  alba  dolens. 

Bismuth  resembles,  besides  Arsenic,  Argentum,  Hydrocyanic 
acid,  and  perhaps  Zmc. 

Hahnemann  recommended  the  2nd  trituration  to  be  used  for 
medicinal  purposes ;  and  in  about  that  strength  the  drug  has 
generally  been  given  in  homoeopathic  practice.  Dr.  Yeldham, 
however,  states  that  he  has  been  compelled  to  give  up  all 
attenuations,  and  resort  to  five -grain  doses  of  the  pure  sub- 
stance, with  which  he  has  "  met  with  almost  unfailing  success^ 
in  that  form  of  gastralgia  to  which  females  in  particular  ar^ 
Hablc."=» 

I  have  again  a  well-known  drug  to  bring  before  you  in  the 
Sodic  biborate, 

Borax. 

It  is  prepared  for  homoeopathic  use  by  trituration,  or 
solution  after  1«. 

Hahnemann  gave  in  the  second  edition  of  the  Chronic 
Diseases  a  pathogenesis  of  Borax,  containing  460  symptoms: 
nearly  all  of  these  are  contributed  by  Dr.  Schreter,  and  are 
stated  to  have  been  observed  by  hiiji  on  several  persoiuu 
These  were  evidently  patients,  and  some  of  them  infants,  to 
whom  he  was  probably  giving  the  medicine  for  thrush.  Dr. 
Allen  adds   symptoms  from   two  other  experimenters;  but 

*  Brit,  Journ.  of  Horn,,  xxviii,  745,  757. 
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tbeir  results  are  so  meagre  as  only  to  afford  twenty-one  addi* 
tional  symptoms. 

Borax  is  best  known  as  a  local  remedy  for  thrush.    What- 
ever the  rationale  of  its  action,  we  cannot  but  continue  to 
employ  a  medication  so  simple  and  so  effectual.     Yet  it  is  of 
interest  to  inquire  whether  there  is  anything  specific  in  the 
practiee,  and  anything  which  illustrates  the  homoeopathic 
method.    At  first  sight  Hahnemann's  pathogenesis  would 
seem  to  show  that  Borax  can  produce  thrush.     ''  AphthsB  in 
the  mouth/'  "  an  aphtha  inside  the  cheek,  which  bleeds  when 
eatmg,"  **  an  aphtha  on  the  tongue  " — these  symptoms  from 
Schreter  should  be  proof  positive  of  homoBopathicity.     But 
vlien  we  examine  them  closer,  we  find  that  they  occurred  from 
foor  to  five  weeks  after  the  administration  of  the  drug. 
Better  evidence  than  this  must  therefore  be  given,  ere  we  can 
ifirmthe  thrush-producing  power  of  Borax.    At  the  same 
tinie  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  small  doses — say  grains  of 
fc  first  trituration — given  internally  will  cure  the  disease 
Wttly,  if  not  quite,  as  rapidly  as  when  it  is  applied  locally, — 
A  bei  which  speaks  strongly  in  favour  of  the  dynamic  action 
of  the  medicine. 

However  this  may  be,  the  local  use  of  Borax  in  aphthous 
ttd  also  in  pruriginous  affections  is  of  undoubted  value.  To 
^kese  its  employment  is  at  the  present  day  well-nigh  entirely 
"wtricted.  But  in  old  times  it  was,  as  Pereira  says, "  regarded 
••  an  agent  exercising  a  specific  influence  over  the  uterus ; 
Promoting  menstruation,  alleviating  the  pain  which  sometimes 
attends  Uiis  process,  facilitating  parturition,  diminishing  the 
I*in  of  accouchement,  and  favouring  the  expulsion  of  the 
pJaecnta  and  lochia."  This  use  of  the  drug  has  been  con- 
*uroed  in  the  homoeopathic  school.  Schreter  speaks  of  easy 
^ooeeption  having  been  observed  in  five  women  under  its  use ; 
^  mentions  one  case  where  a  woman  who  had  been  sterile 
fenieen  years  on  account  of  an  acrid  leucorrhoea,  after  othei 
i^nnedies  at  last  took  Borax,  whereupon  she  became  pregnant, 
•nd  the  leucorrhoea  improved.    Dr.  E.  M.  Hale  has  put  on 
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record  a  case  of  membranous  dysmenorrhcea  radically  cured 
bj  it.*  This  piece  of  practice,  however,  is  not  oi  homceopathic 
origin  ;  for  the  physician  who  first  recorded  the  successful  use 
of  the  remedy  was  Dr.  Henry  Bennet. 

Dr.  Guernsey  states  that  "  fear  of  downward  motion  "  is  an 
especial  characteristic  for  Borax. 

Dr.  Hale  gave  five-grain  doses  of  the  pure  substance ;  and 
neither  for  the  uterus  nor  for  the  mouth  does  Borax  seem  to 
need  much  dilution. 

My  next  medicine  is  probably  known  to  you  by  its  poisonous 
effects  only.     It  is  the  "  puff-ball,"  Lycoperdon 

Bovista. 

It  is  prepared  by  trituration. 

Bovista  was  proved  by  Nenning  and  two  others ;  640  sym- 
ptoms from  this  source  appear  in  Hartlaub  and  Trinks'  Arznei* 
mittellehre.  It  was  little  used  in  practice  until  attention  was 
called  to  it  by  Petroz  in  the  fourth  volume  of  the  Journal  de 
la  Societe  Gallicane,  The  additional  observations  he  com- 
municates are  combined  with  those  of  Hartlaub  and  Trinks 
by  Allen. 

The  puff-ball  has  been  found  by  Dr.  Benjamin  'Richardson, 
to  be  capable  of  producing  anaesthesia  in  animals  exposed  to 
the  fumes  of  its  combustion.     This  ansesthesia  is  of  the  nature 
of  asphyxia,  like  that  of  nitrous  oxide ;  it  is  not  of  the  chloro- 
form character.     Petroz,  finding  a  similar  condition  set  up 
from  simple   olfaction  of  the  mother-tincture,  was  led  to 
administer  it  in  a  serious  case  of  asphyxia.    He  does  not  relate 
the  circumstances,  but  says  that  the  remedy  was  given  wiili 
great  success.     His  experimenters,  and  those  who  took  part  in 
the  German  proving,  experienced  great  pain  and  heaviness  in 
the  head.    Their  symptoms  should  be  carefully  studied  in  Dr. 
Allen's  arrangement,  and  may  lead  to  valuable  results.     Teste 
(who  has  a  good  article  on  the  drug)  says  that  it  is  espedalfy 

•  Brit,  Journ,  of  Mom,,  xxix,  746. 
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indicated  bj  a  sensation  as  if  the  head  were  swelling  up  to  a 
great  size. 

But  the  chief  use  of  BoTista  is  in  the  cutaneous  sphere. 
The  skin  appears  in  the  proving  as  much  affected  with  itching 
pimples ;  and  Dr.  Guernsey  speaks  of  "  tettery  "  persons  as 
special  subjects  of  its  beneficial  use.  It  is  said  to  be  indicated 
when  the  irritation  is  brought  on  by  washing.  Drs.  Frddault 
and  Guerin-M^ncyille  commend  it  in  the  eczema  of  the  back 
of  the  hands  known  as  bakers'  and  grocers'  itch. 

Borista  is  classed  by  Teste  with  Sulphur,  Asterias,  and 
Cicuta. 
t        The  medium  dilutions  have  been  those  hitherto  used. 


I  now  come  to  the  piSce  de  rSsistance  of  this  lecture,  in  the 
tbape  of  a  discussion  of  the  action  of  Bromine  and  its  com- 
pounds.   And,  first,  of 

Bromium 

iUelf. 

An  alcoholic  solution  is  directed  by  the  Pharmacopoeia. 
Bat,  as  Bromic  acid  soon  forms  in  such  a  preparation,  it 
>«nw  better  to  keep  the  Bromine  pure,  and  dilute  it  with 
distilled  water  when  required  for  use. 

In  the  second  volume  of  the  Neues  Archiv  Dr.  Hering 
{mblished  a  pathogenesis  of  Bromine.  The  symptoms  sup- 
plied by  himself  and  his  fellow-provers  were  mainly  obtained 
^^  the  30th  dilution ;  but  some  are  taken  from  observers 
^bo  used  material  doses.  The  experiments  of  Horing, 
ftrtike,  and  Heiemdringer — which  are  of  this  character — are 
Sivcn  hj  Frank  (i,  386),  and  should  be  consulted ;  as  also 
ihcQld  be  a  Harveian  prize  essay  on  the  subject  by  Dr. 
fflwer,  published  in  the  fifty-eighth  volume  of  the  Edinburgh 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  The  symptoms  from  these  and 
other  souices,  as  collected  by  Dr.  Allen,  amount  to  821  in  all. 
Some  additional  memoirs  on  Bromine  are  mentioned  by 
Dr.  Ozanam  in  the  brochure  to  which  I  shall  refer,  and  may 
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be  referred  to  by  those  desiring  further  knowledge  of  the^ 
drug. 

The   results  of  all  these  investigations  are  but  scanty. 
Bromine  is  unquestionably  a  powerful  irritant ;  more  so  (Dr^ 
Glover  says)  when  diluted  than  when  pure.  Hence  it  inflames- 
every  mucous  membrane  with  which  it  comes  in  contact* 
Being  very  volatile,  moreover,  its  exhalations  ascend  from, 
the  stomach  after  it  is  swallowed ;   so  that  the  coryza  and 
salivation  it  provokes  may  not  be  more  than  local  effects- 
Nevertheless  as,  even  when  injected  into  the  veins,  it  sets  up 
inflammation  of  the  lungs  and  air-passages,  we  may  fairly 
credit  it  with  a  specific  influence  on  the  respiratory  organs ; 
and  these  have  been  the  main  sphere  of  its  homceopathic  use. 
The  rigors  and  prostration  which  accompanied  its  coryza  in 
one  of  Glover's  dogs  suggest  it    in    influenza.     Since    in 
Horing  it  caused  difficult  and  painful  inspirations,  violent 
stitches  in  the  lungs,  and  cough  on  attempting  to  draw  a 
long  breath,  it  ought  to  find  a  place  in  the  treatment  of 
pneumonia  ;  in  which  indeed,  and  in  phthisis.  Dr.  C.  Hering- 
praises  it.     I  often  find  it  useful  in  dry  laryngo-tracheal 
Lghs.  with  hoarseness,  and  pain  and  burnS^behind  the- 
sternum.    But  its  chief  credit  has  been  gained  in  the  treat- 
ment of  membranous  croup,  of  which  there  are  numerous - 
instances  on  record  in  which  it  effected  a  cure.*      As  ib 
usually  came  in  to  reinforce  the  ordinary  remedies,  the  cases - 
in  which  it  was  employed  were  severe  and  advanced ;  so  that 
its  potency  is  the  more  established.     The  last  of  the  reports 
indicated  in  the  note  comes  from  Dr.  Meyhoffer,  who  in  a 
very  able  way  discusses  the  precise  place  of  Bromine  in  the 
therapeutics  of  this  disease.    He  points  to  the  prostration 
manifest  in  its  poisonous  effects;  and  decides  that  it  is  in 
extension  of  diphtheria  to  the  air-passages  that  it  is  indicated,, 
while  Iodine — whose  primary  constitutional  action  is  excitant 
— ^is  better  suited  to  what  is  distinguished  as  true  croup.    He 

•  NoHh  Amer.  Journ.  of  Rom,,  x,  296.  Fhilad,  Jourt^ofHom^  i,  529f 
ii,  74,  565.    Brit,  Journ,  ofEom,,  xxiv,  625. 
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<doe8  not,  howeyer,  admit  an  essential,  but  onlj  a  phenomenal, 
difference  between  the  two  diseases ;  and  the  whole  tendency 
<if  medical  opinion  is  now  in  this  direction. 

Br.  Ozanam,  of  Paris,  assuming  this  doctrine  (which  has 
always  been  held  by  French  pathologists),  has  published 
tereral  interesting  observations  on  the  use  of  Bromine  in 
croup  and  diphtheria,  which  are  summed  up  in  a  short 
trealdse  on  the  subject  dated  1869.*    He  has  ascertained  that 
an  aqueous  solution  of  Bromine,  of  the  strength  of  one  part 
in  a  thousand,  disintegrates  a  false  membrane  in  an  hour. 
He  then  points  to  the  elective  action  of  the  drug  on  the  air- 
panages,  and  also  (as  he  thinks)  on  the  throat ;   and  to  its 
property,  when  inhaled  by  animals,  of  determining  the  forma- 
tion of  false  membranes  on  these  parts.     He  finally  advances 
its  power — equal  to  that  of  Chlorine — of  destroying  conta- 
gicms  germs ;  and  concludes  that  on  every  ground  it  ought  to 
^  a  prime  remedy  for  diphtheritic  affections.    He  himself 
^  found  it  to  be  so.     His  first  success  was  obtained  in 
1840,  and  since  then  he  has  treated  some  150  cases,  with  the 
k«  of  only  five,  all  of  which  were  croupous.    He  gives  every 
W-  one  or  two  drops  (in  eau  mcree  for  children)  of  a 
^>MUy  prepared  aqueous  dilution  of  3^  strength,  and  adds 
inhalations  of  a  weak  solution.     Of  late  he  has  found  a 
tosabination  of  Bromine  and  Kali  bromidum — hromure  de 
pkmum  hrcme — still  more  efOicient,  both  chemically  and 
ifineally. 

Other  authors  are  cited  by  Br.  Ozanam  as  confirming  his 
I'nalts;  and  I  should  have  mentioned  that  Dr.  Meyhoffer 
«peab  of  having  treated  twenty  cases  successfully  with 
Nomine  alone,  where  diphtheritic  exudation  in  throat  or 
brjnx  was  accompanied  by  great  prostration.  Dr.  Kafka 
Jmu  communicated  to  this  year's  (1875)  AUgemeine  honwO' 
f^Mtcke  Zeiiung  a  severe  case  of  membranous  croup  in  which 

•  Uimoire  sur  Um  diuolvanU  et  Um  dSM<^rSge<mU  des  produilt  p$eudo* 
•mifMMx,  ti  mtr  Vemploi  du  Brome  dam  1m  affections  pseudo-mem-' 
(Bafltite). 
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inhalations  of  Bromine  (1st  and  2nd  decimal  on  cotton  wool)' 
had  a  most  beneficial  effect. 

Besides  its  use  in  croup,  Bromine  has  retained  among- 
homoeopathists  the  place  it  has  lost  in  the  old  school  as  a 
reducer  of  enlarged  lymphatic  glands.  Dr.  Goullon,  in  lii» 
excellent  treatise  on  scrofula,  gives  several  instances  of  cure 
of  strumous  glands  bj  means  of  it. 

Some  curious  sensations  in  the  extremities  are  related  bj 
Trousseau  and  Pidoux  to  have  been  caused  by  Bromine  when 
administered  by  Andral  to  a  number  of  sufferers  from 
arthritis.  But,  as  these  phenomena  are  quite  unique,  and 
were  accompanied  by  great  diminution  of  their  pains,  I  think 
they  must  have  depended  on  the  morbid  state  of  the  patients, 
and  cannot  be  used  as  homoeopathic  indications. 

The  chief  analogue  of  Bromine  is  Iodine^  as  compared  with 
which,  however,  it  has  a  very  limited  sphere. 

In  croup  Bromine  has  been  usually  given  in  about 
the  3rd  decimal  dilution,  in  strumous  glands  in  the  3rd 
centesimal. 


Having  spoken  of  Bromine  itself,  it  becomes  necessary 
inquire  into  its  action  when  in  combination  with  an  alkali. 
This,  as  in  the  case  of  Iodine,  at  ^ once  gives  it  other  features' 
and  a  new  range  of  action.     Let  us  speak  of  the  Bromide  of 
Potassium, 

Kali  hromidum. — The  history  of  this  substance  is  a  curioos 
one.  It  was  first  used  as  an  analogue  of  the  Iodide  of  the 
same  metal,  and  introduced  into  the  Pharmacopoeia  on  the 
strength  of  the  virtues  ascribed  to  it  by  Dr.  Eobert  Williams- 
in  chronic  enlargements  of  the  spleen.  Its  repute  here  soon 
waned,  and  it  ceased  to  be  officinal.  In  1853  Dr.  (now  Sir 
Charles)  Locock  called  attention  to  its  powers  of  checking 
epileptic  fits  dependent  upon  irritations  of  the  female  sexual 
organs.  It  was  soon  found  that  epilepsies  from  other  causes, 
were  amenable  to  its  influence;  and  it  rapidly  acquired 
— at  least  in  this  country,  in  France,  and  in  America — 
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an  estimatioii  as  an  anti-epileptic  far  excelling  all  other 
remedies  now  in  use,  and  capable  of  doing  more  for  the 
disease  than  bad  ever  been  done  or  hoped  for  hitherto.  "  It 
has  changed,"  Dr.  Anstie  quotes  an  eminent  authority  as 
tajing,  "the  whole  prognostic  significance  of  epileptic 
attacks." 

*^  Like  that  of  all  other  drugs,"  writes  Sir  Thomas  Watson, 
"its  special  virtue  was  discovered  empirically,  and  could  never 
We  been  reasoned  out."  But,  attention  being  once  directed 
to  it,  experimentation  as  to  its  physiological  effects  followed. 
Condncted  in  the  usual  gross  way,  and  on  the  lower  animals 
(nHjf  this  seemed  to  prove  Kali  bromidum  a  pure  sedative  to 
nenrous  tissue,  and  it  was  used  accordingly  in  every  kind  of 
irritation  of  biain,  cord,  and  nerves.  Disappointment 
naturally  followed,  and  the  employment  of  the  drug  is  now, 
liy  good  judges,  restricted  to  true  convulsions  recurring 
paroxysmally,  excluding  all  habitual  spasms.  As  Dr.  Binger 
says :— "  although  convulsions  may  be  excited  by  many  causes, 
it  is  probable  that  the  conditions  of  the  nervous  centres  pro- 
ducing the  attack  are  in  every  instance  identical ;  and  it 
appears  to  be  these  conditions  which  the  Bromide  controls." 
At  the  same  time,  more  careful  reading  of  the  physiolo- 
gical effects  showed  that  it  was  the  reflex  function  of  the 
aerrous  centres — the  "  true  spinal  cord  "  of  Marshall  Hall 
~-to  which  the  Bromide  so  readily  acted  as  a  sedative :  sen- 
ntioii  and  voluntary  motion  were  only  affected  by  toxic 
^ttntities. 

As  checking  convulsions,  then,  by  deadening  reflex  ex- 
Qtatality,  Bromide  of  Potassium  has  taken  its  place  in  general 
^Itaapeutics  ;  and  we  of  the  school  of  Hahnemann  have  had 
to  consider  what  to  do  with  it.  Our  power  over  convulsive 
^fictions — especially  over  epilepsy — is  not  so  great  as  to 
Bttke  us  independent  of  further  aid  ;  and  the  mere  fact  that 
ve  have  here  to  do  with  an  antipathic  action  would  not  keep 
.  na  frongi  Kali  bromidum  any  more  than  from  Amyl  nitrite. 
But  palliation  of  paroxysms,  as  with  the  latter,  is  a  very 
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different  thing  from  their  suspension  by  the  continued  use 
of  the  drug.  Here  the  vices  of  antipathic  medication  become 
manifest.  It  is  allowed  that  epilepsy  is  seldom  or  never 
*'  cured "  by  the  Bromide,  so  that  the  patient  remains  free 
from  it  after  ceasing  to  take  the  drug ;  it  is  only  kept  in 
check  while  he  remains  under  its  influence.  For  this  poipoee, 
moreover,  it  is  necessary  to  take  large  and  frequent  doses,  so 
that  the  blood  be  kept  constantly  charged  with  it,  and  the 
nervous  system  never  free  from  the  sedation  it  causes.  Even 
then  it  is  confessed  that  it  oftentimes  loses  its  power  through 
habituation  of  the  tissue  to  its  action,  and  has  to  be  sus- 
pended for  a  time,  at  the  risk  of  the  paroxysms  returning,  so 
as  to  start  afresh  on  its  work. 

Before  committing  our  patients  to  such  a  course  of  treat- 
ment, it  is  necessary  to  inquire  whether  no  harm  results  to 
the  organism  at  large  from  this  constant  saturation  with  a 
medicinal  agent ;  whether,  in  fact,  the  remedy  is  not  worse 
than  the  disease.  The  phenomena  of  ^'  bromism "  are  now 
well  known.  I  will  cite  Dr.  Bazire's  description  of  them  as 
they  appear  in  the  nervous  centres.* 

"When  given  in  large  doses,  such  as  thirty  and  forty 
grains  two  or  three  times  a  day,  it  produces  very  striking 
-symptoms  in  about  ten  or  fifteen  days.  The  patient  at  first 
•complains  of  a  dull  headache,  becomes  listless  and  apathetic, 
with  an  expressionless  gaze  and  a  lustreless  eye.  His  intellect 
is  clouded,  his  mind  confused,  and  he  is  imable  to  concentrate 
his  thoughts.  There  is  slowness  of  perception,  and  questions 
have  to  be  asked  several  times  before  their  meaning  is  under- 
stood and  an  answer  can  be  obtained.  If,  when  these 
symptoms  have  begun  to  show  themselves,  the  medicine  be 
continued,  hebetude  follows,  with  inability  to  think,  and  a 
kind  of  stupor  resembling  that  of  the  first  stage  of  typhoid 
fever,  together  with  drowsiness,  somnolence,  and  constant 
dropping  off  to  sleep.     The  pupils  are  dilated,  and  contract 

*  See  his  translation  of  Trousseau's  Clinical  Lectures,  vol.  L 
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Terj  sluggighly  under  the  influence  of  a  strong  light ;  the 
sensibilitj  of  the  conjtmctiya  is  so  deadened  that  a  finger  may 
be  passed  with  impunity  on  the  surface  of  the  eyeball  without 
producing  winking.  Hearing  loses  its  usual  acuteness,  and 
it  is  only  by  speaking  in  a  very  loud  Toice  that  the  patient 
tUL  be  aronsed  from  his  sfcupor. 

''The  sense  of  taste  is  probably  impaired  like  those  of 
bearing  and  of  sight.  The  tongue  is  moist  and  red  at  first, 
lot  after  a  few  days  it  has  a  tendency  to  drying  and 
browning.  There  is  ansesthesia  of  the  velimi  palati,  the 
umk  and  upper  portion  of  the  pharynx,  so  that  these  parts 
iBsj  be  tickled  without  producing  nausea  or  involimtary 
Qorements  of  deglutition.  Swallowing  itself,  howeyer,  is 
VDimpaired,  and  strangely  enough  the  appetite  remains  very 
{ood ;  the  patient  takes  his  food  well,  and  dozes  off  imme- 
&tdy  after.  Digestion  seems  to  be  easy,  and  the  bowels, 
iHboagh  sluggish  in  their  action,  are  not  very  confined. 
Tbere  is  intense  thirst,  and  a  craving  for  cold  drinks.  The 
ttttthesia  is  not  confined  to  the  mucous  membranes  only, 
for  the  sensibility  of  the  skin  is  diminished  also,  so  that 
pinehing  and  pricking  are  scarcely  noticed  by  the  patient. 
Trom  the  beginning,  the  sexual  aptitude  fails;  erections 
beeome  rare  and  imperfect,  and  cease  entirely  after  a  few 
dayg. 

"Simultaneously  with  the  impairment  of  sensibility,  dis- 
^ftien  of  motility  manifest  themselves.  Thus,  the  patient 
tt  averse  to  taking  exercise,  sits  and  lounges  about;  by 
degrees,  his  gait  becomes  altered,  he  rolls  and  staggers  like 
a  drunken  man,  his  limbs  shake  and  bend  under  him. 
After  a  time,  he  is  obliged  to  keep  to  his  bed,  and  when  he 
^M  his  hands,  as  in  the  act  of  carrying  anything  to  his 
nwQtli,  they  are  seen  to  tremble,  as  if  he  were  suffering  from 
^^inom  tremens.  The  respiration  is  calm  and  tranquil^ 
^i^  occasional  sighing.  The  circulation  is  considerably 
'^^ckened;  the  pulse  at  the  wrist  is  weak  and  slow;  the 
"^^^'b  beat  lacking  in  energy,  and  its  sounds  distant  and 
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feeble  ;  in  fact,  in  its  effect  on  the  heart,  Bromide  of  Potas* 
sium  seems  to  resemble  Digitalis.  If  the  drug  be  withheld^ 
these  symptoms  graduaUj  diminish  and  pass  off  of  them- 
selves, but  thej  leave  behind  them  for  some  time  afterwarda 
great  feebleness,  both  physical  and  mental.  The  anes- 
thesia of  the  fauces  seems  to  be  the  last  phenomenon  to 
disappear." 

To  these  effects,  suf&ciently  imdesirable,  must  be  added  the 
well-known  acne  of   the  drug,  whose    pustules  sometimea 
become  boils,  and  end  in  large  ulcers  with  conical  soabs  like 
rupia.    I  may  also  cite  Dr.  Clarke's*  description  of  the 
symptoms  of  a  toxic  dose,  which,  as  he  says,  "  are  only  an 
increase  or  an  exaggeration  of  those  of  a  therapeutic  one.'^ 
'*  The  foetid  breath  becomes  nauseous ;  oedema  supervenes  oa 
congestion  of  the  uvula  and  fauces;   the  whispering  voic& 
sinks  into  aphonia ;  sexual  weakness  degenerates  into  impo* 
tence  ;  muscular  weakness  becomes  complete  paralysis ;  reflex^ 
general,  and  special  sensibility  disappears ;  the  ears  do  not 
hear,  nor  the  eyes  see,  nor  the  tongue  taste  ;  the  expression 
of  hebetude  becomes  first  that  of  imbecility,  and  then  that  of 
idiocy;   hallucinations  of  sight  and  sound,  with  or  without 
mania,  precede  general  cerebral  indifference,  apathy,  and 
paralysis ;   the  respiration,  without  the  stertor  of  Opium  or 
Alcohol,  is  easy  but  slow ;   the  temperature  of  the  body  i» 
lowered.      As    the   bromism  becomes  more    profound,  the 
patient  lies  quietly  on  his  bed,  unable  to  move,  or  feel,  or 
swallow,  or  speak,  with  dilated  and  uncontractile  pupils,  and 
scarcely  any  change  of  the  colour  of  the  skin  or  face;  the 
extremities  grow  gradually  colder  and  colder ;  the  action  of 
the  heart  becomes  feebler  and  slower,  till  it  ceases  alto- 
gether." 

I  confess  that  my  own  decision  is  against  the  bromidal 
treatment  of  epileptic  and  other  convtdsions,  save  when  from 
their  frequency  they  are  threatening  life  or  reason,  and  wh^ 

•  Abstract  of  the  Fhyaiological  and  Therapeutical  Action  of  J?rW»*^ 
cfFotasnum,  by  Dn.  E.  H.  Clarke  and  R.  Amory.    Boctoo,  1872* 
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eareful  homoeopathic  medication  has  failed.  I  think,  more- 
OTer,  that  herein  I  am  expressing  the  mind  of  most  prac- 
titioners of  our  school.  But  we  may  here  be  positiTelj  as 
wdl  as  negatiyelj  consistent  with  our  principles,  and  find  in 
the  phenomena  of  bromism  indications  for  the  use  of  the 
drag  according  to  the  law  of  similars.  This  has  already  been 
done  for  us  in  several  instances. 

1.  The  acne  of  KaJi  bromidum  was  first  noticed  by  Horing, 
of  whose  experiments  with  Bromine  I  haye  already  spoken. 
It  became  in  his  case — as  not  unfrequently — a  crop  of  boils. 
It  is  common,  but  not  constant — Dr.  Clarke  observing  it  in 
tvo  thirds  of  the  cases  treated  by  him  with  continuous  doses ; 
ind  it  is  not,  as  Dr.  Eussell  Keynolds  says,  determined  by  the 
qoaiitity  of  Bromide  that  is  taken.  He  has  seen  it  follow  a 
few  five-grain  doses,  and  it  has  been  absent  in  many  cases 
where  tliirty  grains  have  been  taken,  three  times  daily,  for 
periods  of  six  or  even  of  twelve  months.  It  sometimes  results  in 
tappnration :  sometimes  the  pustules  die  away  without  going 
tboogh  this  process.  Its  favourite  seats  are  the  face,  scalp, 
tndback. 

Here  is  a  suitable  starting-point  for  homoeopathic  medi- 
cation ;  and  Dr.  Drysdale  states  that  he  has  more  than  once 
^ued  such  an  acne  with  two-  or  three-grain  doses  of  Kali 
Wmidum.  But  he  had  been  anticipated  in  his  statement 
^  a  practitioner  of  the  old  school,  Dr.  Cholmeley .  He  states 
that  be  has  seen  an  obstinate,  long-continued  acne  disappear 
^tirely  while  Bromide  of  Potassium  was  being  taken  for  a 
iittToas  disorder.* 

i  Kali  bromidum  has  an  imquestionable  soporific  effect, 
ttd  is  in  large  use  as  a  hypnotic,  though  opinions  seem  much 
divided  as  to  its  certainty.  It  concerns  us  little  in  this 
^*J*city ;  but  we  read  with  much  interest  the  description  of 
^  kind  of  sopor  induced  given  by  M.  Laborde  from  obser- 
^***on8made  on  himself.    "  It  is,"  he  says,t  "  a  state  of  heavy 

•  Med,  Timet  and  Gaz„  Deo.  11th,  1869. 
t  See  Practitioner,  xii,  9. 
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.somnolence ;  it  is  often  suddenly  interrupted^  although  thei 
are,  properly  speaking,  no  dreams,  or  no  dreams  that  take 
definite  shape;  it  is  rather  a  nightmare,  and  an  ind^ni 
-one.  Waking  is  accomplished  with  great  difSiculty/'  T\ 
indications  for  the  drug  in  certain  morbid  conditions  of  slei 
sxe  obvious ;  and  we  have  the  encouragement  of  Br.  Binge 
who  finds  it  very  useful  in  the  night-screaming  and  somnai 
bulism  of  children,  and  the  nightmare  of  adults.  We  nu 
remember,  too,  the  connection  between  too  profound  sleep  ai 
nocturnal  enuresis. 

3.  According  to  physiological  experimenters,  Bromide 
Potassium  acts  strongly  on  the  vaso-motor  nerves,  constrictu 
{at  least  at  first)  the  arterioles.  They  maintain  that  it  is 
-virtue  of  this  power  that  it  proves  sedative  to  the  nervo 
centres  generally.  Dr.  Eussell  Beynolds,  however,  tak 
just  the  opposite  view,  considering  that  it  acts  upon  the  vac 
motor  system  as  a"  sedative,"  t.  e,  that  it  reduces  such  morl 

-activity  as  would  lead  to  the  spasmodic  narrowing  of  vess* 
and  the  consequent  induction  of  irregularity  in  the  sup 
of  blood.     He  commends  it  accordingly  in  disturbances 
iina  system  elsewhere  than  in  the  head,  and  finds  ten-  or  < 
five-grain  doses  sufficient  for  their  removal. 

4.  We  shall  probably  find  a  place  for  Kali  bromidu 
some  paralytic  conditions,  as    tabes    dorsalis  from  s 
excess,  idiopathic^aphasia,  and  simple  dementia.     Two 
paralyses  are  mentioned  as  having  been  cured  by  it- 
phagia  of  liquids  in  infants  by  Dr.  Binger  (I  have  h 
same  experience  once  myself),  and  incontinence  of  ur 
Dr.  Warburton  Begbie.*    The  latter  has  been  caused 
-drug. 

There  are  a  good  many  other  points  of  interest  abc 
mide  of  Potassium  ;  but  I  cannot  do  more  than  indica 
There  is  the  question  of  the  source  of  its  efficacy, 
^^his  be  from  its  Bromine,  as  maintained  by  Dr.  Bic 

•  Practitioner,  xii,  98. 
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or  from  its  Potassium,  as  suggested  bj  Professor  Binz,  or 

whether  (as  Dr.  B.  Beynolds  thinks)  it  is  a  tertium  quid  distinct 

from  either.    Then  there  is  its  action  on  the  sexual  organs^ 

whose  actiTitj  it  seems — in  large  doses — ^to  diminish  even  to^ 

abolition :  this  being  due,  according  to  some  observers,  to  a. 

local  action  on  the  extremities  of  the  excitor  nerves ;  according^ 

to  others,  to  its  depressing  influence  on  the  spinal  cord.    Dr. 

Anstie  thought  much  of  it  in  insomnia,  and  even  neuralgia^ 

from  sexual  worry ;  and  it  seems  effective  in  nymphomania. 

This,  of  course,  belongs  to  its  antipathic  action ;  for  I  do  not 

tlmik  we  can  make  capital  out  of  the  single  observation  or 

Laborde  in  which  sexual  excitement  seemed  to  follow  upon  ita 

me.    But  it  is  here,  perhaps,  that  I  must  mention  the  action 

of  the  drug  on  ovarian  cysts.     A  case  of  this  kind  is  recorded 

m  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal  for  1868,  in  which,  after  a. 

tingle  tapping,  the  continuous  use  of  the  Bromide,  in  doses 

oC  file,  ten,  and  fifteen  grains,  effected  a  complete  cure.    In 

tbe  twenty-seventh  volume  of  the  British  Journal  of  Hovmbo^ 

foii^y  Dr.  Black  records  an  equally  satisfactory  case,  where 

gnun  doses  sufficed  for  the  cure ;  and  in  the  twenty-eighth 

Tolume  you  may  read  one  of  my  own.      There  is  muck 

^cooragement  here  for  future  trials. 
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LECTURE    XII. 


BRYONIA — CACTUS. 


I  BEGIN  this  lecture  witli  a  medicine  which,  more  tha 
one  which  has  yet  come  before  us,  therapeutics  owe  to  H 
mann.     I  speak  of 

Bryonia. 

A  tincture  of  the  root  of  the  Bryonia  alba  is  the  oix 
homcEopathic  preparation;  but  the  British  Homoeo 
Pharmacopoeia  allows  the  Bryonia  dioica  to  be  substi 
Mr.  Turner  tells  me  that  now  and  then  the  Tamus  com 
is  brought  to  chemists  by  mistake  for  the  Bryony -roc 
might  be  incautiously  used  by  them. 

Bryonia  was  early  proved  by  Hahnemann :  the  patho^ 
occurs  in  the  second  volume  of  the  Eeine  ArzneimitteUeh 
consists  of  781  symptoms,  two  thirds  of  which  are  contr 
by  the  master  himself,  and  the  rest  by  six  fellow-provei 
was  also  one  of  the  medicines  selected  for  re-proving 
Austrian  Society.  Thedr  results  are  published  in  the 
volume  of  the  Oesterreichische  Zdtschrift;  and  the  experi 
on  animals  whi^h  form  an  element  of  them  have 
translated  for  the  Bntish  Journal  of  Homoeopathy  (vol 
Eighteen  persons  took  part  in  the  proving,  two  of 
were  females  ;  and  nearly  all  employed  increasing  doses 
mother-tincture.  The  symptoms  obtained  are  amalga 
with  Hahnemann's  by  Dr.  Allen,  forming  a  total  of 
two  thousand.  There  are  two  interesting  studies  of  B 
which  I  may  commend  to  your  notice, — the  one  b 
Hirschel,  in  that  part  of  his  Pharmacodynamics  whic 
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\)een  translated  by  Dr.  Hayle;  the  other  by   Dr.  Carroll 
Banham,  in  the  sixth  volume  of  the  American  Homosopaihic 

As  Bryonia  will  be  a  new  medicine  to  most  of  my  hearers, 
1  must  detail  its  pathogenetic  effects  with  some  minuteness. 

BiTonia  is  a  pure  irritant.  It  has  no  neurotic  or  haematic 
power;  but  sets  up  inflammation — ^locally,  wherever  it  is 
ipplied,  specifically,  in  the  serous  membranes  and  the  chief 
▼iscera  they  contain,  some  of  the  mucous  membranes,  and  the 
muscles. 

L  No  poison  (not  even  Aconite  or  Arsenic)  affects  the 
9ewu8  membranes  so  certainly  and  powerfully  as  Bryonia.  If 
joa  will  read  the  autopsies  of  the  animals  poisoned  at  Vienna, 
this  fact  will  abundantly  appear.  In  the  first  the  pleurse  were 
iojected  and  full  of  serum,  and  the  peritoneum  and  arachnoid 
injected;  in  the  second,  third  and  fifth  the  arachnoid  only 
^u  reddened ;  but  in  the  sixth  the  pleura)  were  as  in  the  first, 
ttd  the  pericardial  vessels  were  injected.  Correspondingly, 
the  provers  have  the  characteristic  pleuritic  pains  with  fever  : 
tnd  although  the  symptoms  of  the  head,  heart,  and  abdomen 
are  undecisive,  they  at  least  do  not  forbid  the  supposition  of 
*tt  affection  of  their  respective  serous  membranes.  Moreover, 
those  close  allies  of  the  serous  sacs —  the  synovial  membranes, 
wliich  are  more  easily  affected  by  drug  action,  give  plain 
"^iication  of  suffering  from  Bryony.  The  joints  swell  and 
Wme  tender,  especially  those  of  the  fingers. 

Smce  all  the  parenchymatous  organs  influenced  by  Bryonia 
^'K  enclosed  in  serous  membrane,  I  have  often  tried  to  account 
^  their  symptoms  by  the  primary  action  of  the  drug  on  the 
^^^•ting  tissue.  I  cannot,  however,  ask  you  to  accept  this 
^^^trine  at  present.  I  must  describe  the  effects  on  the  viscera 
*•  thej  exist,  and  leave  their  relation  to  the  disorder  of  their 
^^^'elopes  for  further  investigation. 

^*  It  is  curious,  nevertheless,  that  as  of  all  the  serous  mem- 
***n««  the  pleursB  are  those  most  readily  influenced  by  Bryonia, 
"<>  of  all  the  viscera  the  lungs  are  those  which  suffer  most 
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from  its  action.  The  short,  quick,  and  oppressed  breathings 
with  heat  and  pain  in  the  chest,  experienced  by  the  provera 
finds  its  interpretation  in  the  phenomena  presented  by  the 
poisoned  animals.  In  these,  with  similar  symptoms  daring 
life,  the  lungs  were  always  of  deeper  colour  and  diminished 
crepitation,  while  in  two  the  lower  lobes  were  hepatized. 

2.  Next  to  the  lungs,  the  brain  is  the  organ  which  shows 
most  signs  of  being  affected  by  Bryonia.  There  is  no  perver- 
sion of  the  sensorial  functions,  as  with  Belladonna :  and  th& 
determination  of  blood  does  not  pass  beyond  the  stage  of 
<M)ngestion.  But  up  to  this  point  it  is  very  well  marked ;  and 
the  provers  get  a  hot  and  red  face,  with  headache  (g^ierally 
frontal),  sense  of  weight  and  fulness,  and  vertigo.  Epistaxis 
also  is  frequent. 

3.  Of  the  two  chief  viscera  enfolded  by  the  peritoneum,  the 
liver  is  much  more  affected  by  Bryonia  than  the  kidneys.  It 
causes  tensive  and  burning  pain  in  the  hepatic  region,  which  is 
sometimes  also  sensitive  to  pressure.  In  one  prover,  the 
skin  over  the  whole  body  became  yellowish.  In  the  animab 
the  liver  was  always  found  gorged,  and  sometimes  friable. — 
In  two  animals  the  kidneys  also  were  found  congested :  bat  I 
think  the  scanty,  hot,  and  high-coloured  urine  so  often  passed 
by  the  Austrian  provers  a  symptom  of  general  fever  rather 
than  of  renal  implication. 

n.  I  come  now  to  the  action  of  Bryonia  on  the  mucous 
membranes.  It  is  interesting  to  observe  (in  connection  with 
its  relation  to  the  rheumatic  poison)  how  much  less  power- 
fully it  influences  these  than  it  does  the  serous  and  synovial 
membranes.  It  is  an  acrid,  and  hence  large  doses  cannot  bat 
irritate  the  alimentary  membrane  as  they  go  down.  Accord- 
ingly) ^6  have  in  the  provers  sore  throat,  vomiting,  and 
diarrhoea  with  colic  and  flatulence;  and  in  the  a.nimal8  an 
aphthous  mouth,  and  ulcers  in  the  stomach  and  intestines. 
But  the  essential  phenomena  of  Bryony  in  the  gastro-intes- 
tinal  sphere  do  not  seem  to  depend  upon  irritation  of  the 
mucous  membrane.    They  are  water-brash  (with  this  there  is 
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the  cliaracteristic  contractive  pain  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
^cesophagna),  bitter  risings  and  vomitings,  pressure  on  the 
-ftomach,  feeling  of  load  as  if  a  stone  were  there,  and  consti- 
pation. These  await  their  physiological  expression;  but 
&ej  have  received,  as  we  shall  see,  their  full  therapeutic 
application. 

The  respiratory  mucous  membrane  is  unquestionably  affected 

bj  Bryonia,  though  I  doubt  whether  the  irritation  extends 

knrer  than  the  first  division  of  the  bronchi.     The  symptoms 

of  the  provers  (pain,  cough,  4&c.),  whenever  localised,  are 

referred  to  the  trachea  and  its  bifurcation ;  and  these  parts 

"OqIj  were  found  injected   in  the  poisoned  animals.      The 

pneomonia  set  up  by  Bryony  vras  never  associated  with  bron- 

ehitis,  in  this  strikingly  different  from  that  of  Tartar  emetic 

ind  Phosphorus.    If  Bryonia  causes  any  nasal  catarrh,  it  is 

diy ;  and  the  cough  also  has  little  expectoration,  and  is  con- 

tinaous,  irritating,  and  violent,  often  causing  retching  and 

pains  in  the  walls  of  the  chest.     Of  late,  our  knowledge  of  the 

action  of  Bryony  on  the  air-tubes  has  received  a  novel  exten- 

non  from  an  experiment  of  M.  Curie's.*    By  administering 

to  arahbit  gradually  increasing  doses  of  Bryonia  during  eight 

months  till  he  came  to  250  drops  of  the  mother-tincture  daily, 

be  developed  in  the  animal  a  firm  pseudo-membranous  tube, 

extending  from  the  larynx  to  the  third  ramifications  of  the 

bronchke.     While  this  fact  is  of  great  interest,  I  do  not  think 

H  proTes  that  the  action  of  Bryonia  on  the  air-passages  is 

either  profound  or  extensive.     Pseudo-membranous  formation 

<m  their  surface  is  a  pathological  fact  per  ae:  and  has  no 

^^f^mirj  relation  to  the  amount  of  affection  of  the  subjacent 

mucous  membrane. 

Vpon  the  urinary  mucous  membrane  I  should  have  said 
^  Bryony  had  little  or  no  action,  but  that  several  of  the 
I^orerg  experienced  considerable  vesical  tenesmus,  with  a 
^*Kng  after  micturition  as  though  all  the  urine  had  not  been 
opelled. 

•  Sec  Brit.  Journ.  of  Horn.,  xix,  4C-5. 
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m.  In  one  of  the  animals  poisoned  with  Bryony  at  Vienna^, 
where  a  very  minute  autopsy  was  made  by  a  practised  patho- 
logist, it  is  noted  that  the  substance  of  the  heart  and  the 
muscles  of  the  neck  were  intensely  red.  Putting  this  together 
with  the  soreness  and  pain  on  motion  experienced  by  the- 
provers  in  so  many  parts  of  the  body,  even  to  the  production 
of  pleurodynia  and  lumbago,  I  venture  to  set  down  our  drag 
as  a  specific  irritant  of  muscular  fibre.  As  we  have  no  other 
medicine  with  such  an  action,  we  must  not  lose  even  the  hint 
of  it  supplied  by  these  facts. 

Under  these  headings  I  have  given  you  the  main  pathoge* 
netic  effects  of  Bryonia.  I  have  only  to  add  that  in  the 
female  provers  the  menstruation  was  premature  and  exces- 
sive ;  and  that  in  all  febrile  symptoms  were  frequent. 

Let  us  now  inquire  what  have  been  the  clinical  results  of 
these  very  extensive  provings. 

To  Bryonia,  as  to  all  the  great  Hahnemannian  medicines,  & 
special  constitution  and  disposition  has  been  assigned  as  that 
to  which  it  is  most  suitable.  It  is  said  to  act  best  in  persons 
of  firm  and  fleshy  fibre,  of  dark  hair  and  complexion,  rf 
"  bilious  "  tendency  and  choleric  temperament,  and  where  much 
irritability  is  present.  You  must  not  lay  too  much  stress  on 
such  indications ;  nevertheless,  they  sometimes  guide  us  to 
the  true  remedy. 

I  shall  begin  by  characterising  the  relation  of  Bryonia  to 
the  two  great  types  of  fever,  the  rheumatic  and  the  typhous. 

I.  After  Aconite,  Bryonia  is  incomparably  the  best  remedy 
for  (Wide  rheiimcUiam.  In  its  whole  pathogenetic  action  it 
reminds  one  of  the  rheumatic  poison.  Its  feeble  affinity  for 
skin  and  mucous  membrane,  and  its  powerful  influence  over 
serous  and  synovial  membrane  and  muscular  fibre,  with  its 
fever  and  sour  sweats,  point  unmistakeably  to  this  disease. 
Accordingly,  most  of  us  employ  it  throughout  rheomatie 
fever,  generally  in  alternation  with  Aconite,  unless  the  syBDu- 
ptoms  call  urgently  for  some  other  medicine.  But  we  need  a 
series  of  comparative  experiments  which  shall  demonstrate- 
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wbat  part  the  Aconite  and  what  the  Bryonia  takes  in  con- 
trolling the  disease.  Bryonia  appears  equally  suitable  for 
articular  and  for  muscular  rheumatism :  it  is  least  fitted  for 
affection  of  the  fibrous  tissues  proper.  It  continues,  of  course, 
to  1)6  a  homoeopathic  remedy  when  any  of  the  serous  mem- 
Imnes  are  inflamed  in  the  course  of  rheumatic  fever :  though 
H  may  yield  in  importance  to  some  other  medicines.  It  is  a 
capital  remedy  for  rheumatism  attacking  particular  muscles, 
as  those  of  the  loins  or  neck,  or  the  diaphragm.  In  chronic 
rheumatism  it  is  specially  indicated  when  the  pain  is  increased 
br  motion,  i.  e.  when  the  affection  is  sub-inflammatory  in 
(^laracter. 

n.  Hahnemann  used  Bryonia  with  great  success  in  many 
cases  of  the  fever  which  ravaged  Germany  while  it  was  the 
seat  of  war  in  1813.    The  medicine  has  hence  acquired  a 
large  reputation  in  the  treatment  of  the  essential  fevers.    The 
liead  symptoms  and  the  bilious  disturbance  of  Bryonia  fre- 
qoently  find  their  antitypes  here :  and  Hahnemann's  patho- 
genesis adds  the  dry  mouth  and  tongue  and  the  nocturnal 
deliritUD.     One  of  his  symptoms,  indeed,  if  well  authenticated, 
M  a  perfect  picture  of  low  fever :  "  she  sleeps  the  whole  day, 
^th  dry  great  heat,  without  eating  or  drinking,  with  twitch- 
mgs  in  the  face  ;  she  has  six  involuntary  passages,  the  stools 
king  brown  and  smelling  badly." — ^Nosologically,  Bryonia  is 
especially  suitable  for  relapmig  fever.    Dr.  Kidd,  who  saw  so 
Bwdi  of  this  malady  in  Ireland  in  1847,  considers  Bryony  the 
^medicine  for  it.*    Its  place  in  typhus  and  typhoid  is  more 
Mcnlt  to  determine.    There  seems  a  general  concurrence 
**uiig  the  older  homoeopathists  as  to  its  power  of  modifying 
"^^wrably  the  erethism  of  the  first  stage  of  "  typhus  abdo- 
■*™i8,"  our  enteric  fever ;  and  Trinks  even  claims  for  it  the 
'''ttte  we  have  seen  in  Baptisia — of  aborting  the  disease.f 
&  commends  it  abo  for  the  rheumatic  pains  and  the  bron- 
***3s  which  occasionally  complicate  the  course  of  fever. 

•  A»»aU,  iv,  181. 
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m.  I  will  now  speak  of  the  power  of  Bryonia  in  affections 
of  the  serous  membranes,  and  of  the  viscera  which  they 
enclose. 

Dr.  Trinksy  than  whom  we  have  had  no  better  practical 
physician  among  us,  thus  characterises  the  place  of  Bryonia 
in  serous  inflammations.*  "  From  no  small  number  of  cases 
which  I  have  carefully  marked  down,  the  &.ct  comes  out  that 
Bryonia  is  the  sovereign  remedy  in  all  inflammations  of  the 
cserous  membranes  which  have  advanced  to  the  stage  of  serous 
•efifusion.  This  action  of  Bryonia  extends  all  over  the  serous 
membranes  which  cover  the  thorax  and  abdomen,  and  the 
organs  situated  in  these  cavities,  and  which  are  so  often 
attacked  by  inflammation. 

''As  long  as  the  local  inflammatory  condition  had  not 
reached  this  stage,  the  fever  being  still  of  a  sharp,  well- 
pronounced  synochal  character,  the  Bryonia  was  of  no  use,  but 
at  this  time  Aconite  and  Belladonna  were  the  specific  medi- 
<nnea  which  arrested  the  inflammation  before  it  had  been 
<leveloped  to  the  stage  just  specified.  But  when  on  the  other 
hand  the  inflammation  had  advanced  to  the  stage  of  serous 
exudation,  then  in  all  cases  Bryonia  showed  itself  a  medicine 
of  quick  and  certain  operation,  which  not  only  removed  the 
stiU-existing  local  inflammation,  but  also  with  the  least 
possible  delay  effected  the  absorption  of  the  serous  efiPdsion 
which  had  already  taken  place. 

''  I  find  in  my  journal  many  cases  of  inflammation  of  the 
pleura,  as  they  occur  very  frequently  in  Dresden  in  the 
beginning  and  end  of  winter,  during  the  prevalence  of  strong 
east  and  north-east  winds,  in  persons  disposed  to  tubercular 
phthisis ;  then  two  cases  of  inflammation  of  the  pericardiiun 
with  serous  exudation ;  and  two  very  noteworthy  cases  of 
inflammation  of  the  peritoneum,  with  very  copious  effusion 
of  serum  into  the  abdominal  cavity." 

These  doctrines  of  Dr.  Trinks'  about  the  place  of  Bryonia 

*  See  £rU,  Joum,  of  Horn,,  viii,  482. 
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in  inflanunatioiis  of  serous  membranes  have  been  confirmed  by 
all  subsequent  observers.  Aconite  should  be  given  at  first, 
and  continued  (with  aid  from  Sulphur)  should  the  exudation 
be  plastic:  but  if  serous  effusion  occur,  its  place  must  be 
taken  by  Bryonia.  It  is  especially  in  pleurisy  that  this  treat- 
ment has  become  accepted.  You  will  find  some  good  cases 
illngtrative  of  it  by  the  late  Dr.  Beilby,  of  Glasgow,  in  the 
tenth  volume  of  the  British  Journal  of  HonuBopathy.  For 
pericarditis  you  should  read  Dr.  Bussell's  Clinical  Lectwres,  I 
mjBelf  greatly  prefer  in  this  disease  Aconite  or  Colchicum. 
In  peritonitis  from  exposure  to  cold  I  have  seen  Bryonia  act 
exceedingly  well  after  Aconite:  there  are  two  capital  cases 
in  Trinks*  paper.  It  is  recommended  also  for  the  puerperal 
form  of  this  disease.  Arachnitis  is  the  only  form  of  serous 
inflammation  in  which  Bryonia  has  not  proved  curative :  but 
nnoe  this  malady  is  generally  tubercular,  the  failure  of  any 
giren  medicine  to  cure  it  reflects  no  discredit  on  the  remedy. 
In  non-tubercular  cases  it  would  probably  repay  the  confidence 
^Uch  is  generally  placed  in  it. 

Of  the  viscera  enveloped  by  the  serous  membranes  I  shall 
only  tpeak  here  of  the  brain,  as  the  lungs  and  liver  will  come 
in  nnder  the  head  of  the  respiratory  and  digestive  organs 
iBipectively.  Bryonia  is  of  great  value  in  simple  non-inflam- 
instoiy  congestion  of  this  organ.  Cases  are  on  record  in  which 
*^  a  condition  arising  from  suppressed  menstruation,  from 
cxposore  to  intense  cold,  and  from  sea-sickness  with  long* 
luting  constipation,  was  promptly  dissipated  by  the  medicine.. 
It  ii  also  frequently  useful  in  congestive  headaches,  which  are- 
scitted  in   the    forehead,  relieved    by  pressure,  and  much 

• 

iiKreased  by  stooping,  which  causes  a  sensation  as  if  the  brain^ 
^d  fall  out.  If — as  it  often  is — giddiness  is  present,  the 
P*&nt  feels  as  though  he  would  pitch  forwards.  Another 
^  of  headache  for  which  Bryonia  is  useful  is  a  form  of 
'^^Qucruua :  the  pain  is  generally  on  the  right  side,  and  is 
'^^^^panied  by  retching  and  bilious  vomiting. 
Before  leaving  the  serous  membranes,  I  must  refer  to  their 
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synoyial  analogues ;  only  to  say,  however,  that  Bryonia  liai 
prored  as  useful  in  idiopathic  synovitis — when  caused  by  ool< 
or  ix^juiy — as  when  the  affection  is  the  local  manifestation  o 
rhemnafcism. 

IV.  I  have  now  to  speak  of  the  power  of  Biyonj^  ove 
affections  of  the  digestive  organs.    The  form  of  dyspe^ma  fo 
which  it  is  suitable  is  again  most  excellently  described  by  Dr 
Mbks.    ^*  The  pressure  on  the  stomach,  a  much  more  frequeni 
affection  in  the  female  thtm  in  the  male,  generally  caused  h} 
inegxdarity  in  diet,  eating  indigestible  food,  bread  not  enougl 
baked,  coffee,  brandy,  or  bad  beer,  finds  for  the  most  part  itE 
radical  cure  in  Bryonia.    It  comes  on  when  the  stomach  u 
empty  as  well  as  when  it  is  full,  but  more  frequently  immediatelj 
after  it  has  been  emptied  of  its  contents :  the  patients  complain 
of  afpressure  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  as  if  they  felt  a  Aeovy 
a/Mfioying  stone  there ;  it  lasts  from  two  to  four  hours,  some- 
times longer,  and  goes  off  with  much  eructation.    In  worse 
cases,  the  so-called  water-brash  is  an  accompaniment,  or  there 
is  a  great  deal  of  acidity  generated,  which  shows  itself  by  sour 
TismgB,  heartburn,  and  vomiting  of  a  very  sour  and  acrid 
mucus.    In  the  severer  degrees  of  this  pain  of  stomach,  the 
epigastrium  becomes  extremely  sensitive  to  external  touch  and 
pressure,  and  the  patient  cannot  bear  the  clothes  to  be  firmly 
put  on."    Teste  notes  also  of  the  Bryony  dyspepsia,  that  beer 
disagrees  or  gives  no  satisfaction  to  thirst,  and  that  water  is 
absolutely  required  as  a  dissolvent.    As  with  Nux  vomica  and 
Lycopodium,  gastric  degeneration  requiring  Bryony  is  gene- 
rally accompanied    by  constipation.    But  whether  for   this 
malady  occurring  independently  it  is  ever  better  than  the 
other  more  important  medicines  we    have,  I  cannot    say* 
TTftlinAniiLnTi  ranks  it  with  Nux  vomica  and  Opium.     Dr.  C. 
Ihmham  considers  that  Bryonia  is  specially  adapted  to  torpor 
of  the  bowels,  as  distinguished  from  the  ineffectual  urging  of 
Nux  vomica.    Dr.  Bayes  recommends  it  in  the  constipation  of 
children,  where  the  fseces  are  so  large  and  hard  sis  to  cause 
pain  in  passing.     The  diarrhoea  of  Bryonia  also  must  not  he 
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forgotten  as  a  possible  indication  for  its  therapeutic  use.  I 
have  heard  of  its  doing  much  in  America  for  cholera  in- 
ftntonL 

In  affections  of  the  liver  Bryonia  frequently  comes  into 
plaj,  often  in  association  with  Mercurius.  It  hardly  reaches 
to  tame  hepatitis ;  but  in  congestive  states  of  the  organ,  with 
pain  in  the  right  shoulder,  giddiness,  and  slight  yellowness  of 
the  skin  and  eyes,  it  is  very  useful. 

Y.  We  come  now  to  the  action  of  Bryonia  in  affections  of 
the  respiratory  organs,  which  from  its  pathogenesis  should  be 
n^er  extensive.    It  is  the  best  medicine — after  Aconite — 
for  what  is  known  as  a  ''  cold  on  the  chest,''  i.  e.  where  a 
naaal  catarrh  has  run  down  the  air-passages,  as  far  as  the  first 
or  even  second  divisions  of  the  bronchi.    Heat,  soreness,  and 
pain  behind  the  sternum,  and  an  irritative  shaking  cough 
vith  scanty  expectoration,  make  up  the  Bryony  picture.    Or, 
in  Dr.  Trinks'  words,  there  is  "  dry,  more  or  less  severe  cough, 
often  rising  to  the  point  of  retching,  which  is  excited  and 
maintained  by  a  constant  'tickle'  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
tradiea  or  under  the  breast-bone,  which  is  more  severe  by  day 
than  by  night,  and  forces  up  only  a  very  small  quantity  of 
<leajr,  sometimes  blood-streaked,  expectoration ;  gives  rise  to 
pain  of  being  shaken  in  the  abdomen,  or  in  the  chest  and 
head,  and  makes  the  patients  often  complain  of  an  extremely 
ttnojing  pressure  under  the  sternum,  which  confines  the 
breathing.    These  states  occur  frequently  in  elderly  persons 
vith  staffing  of  the  nose,  running  from  the  eyes,  and  derange- 
ment of  the  stomach,  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  winter, 
for  this  condition  Bryonia  effects  all  that  can  be  expected 
fnm  a  medicine,  and  that  very  speedily."    Another  of  our 
'^nuis,  Dr.   Schron,  has  some  valuable  renoarks  on  the 
**^of  Bryony  in  the  respiratory  sphere.*    Among  other 
blunge,  he  says,  "  In  chronic  cough,  which  becomes  very  vio- 
^  at  the  least  excitation  of  the  lungs,  as  speaking,  which  is 

•  See  Srii.  Jowm.  qfHomn  xvi,  489. 
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worst  morning  and  evening,  and  which  is  aocompanied  hy 
very  little  expectoration,  as  we  observe  in  individuals  whose 
lungs  have  suffered  from  previous  inflammation  and  frequent 
attacks  of  hemoptysis,  I  have  seen  Bryonia  administered  with 
the  best  effects.  I  had  such  a  case  in  which  the  patient  coughed 
for  whole  nights  together.  Bryonia  6,  given  for  some  length 
of  time,  not  only  produced  perfect  night-rest,  but  favoured 
the  process  of  nourishment  in  such  a  manner,  that  the  patient;, 
who  was  formerly  quite  emaciated,  picked  up  flesh,  and  her 
appetite  improved." 

But  besides  conditions  such  as  these  Bryonia  has  obtained 
reputation  in  the  treatment  of  the  three  great  affections  of 
the  respiratory  organs,  croup,  bronchitis,  and  pneumonia. 

1.  For  croup  Bryonia  has  been  recommended  by  M.  Teste 
(in  alternation  with  Ipecacuanha)  long  before  M.  Curie  ascer- 
tained its  powers  of  developing  false  membranes.  He  speaks- 
very  confidently  of  the  certainty  of  this  treatment.  M.  Cune- 
himself  relies  upon  Bryonia  in  the  treatment  of  croup  and 
laryngo-tracheal  diphtheria.  We  have  as  yet  no  differentiat 
diagnosis  between  it  and  Iodine,  Bromine,  and  Kali  bichro- 
micum  as  anti-croupous  remedies. 

2.  In  most  of  our  text-books  and  domestic  treatises,  Bryonia 
occupies  the  first  place  among  the  remedies  for  acute  bron- 
chitis. I  myseK  am  quite  unable  to  see  its  homceopathicity  to* 
this  disease,  when  the  smaller  bronchise  are  involved ;  and  I 
have  never  been  able  to  trace  any  good  effect  from  it  in 
practice.  I  said  so  much  in  a  paper  which  I  read  on  bron- 
chitis before  the  British  Homoeopathic  Society;  and  found 
that  my  colleagues  generally  had  met  with  the  same  disap-- 
pointment  in  the  use  of  the  drug.*  Bryonia,  therefore,  must 
no  longer  stand  at  the  head  of  the  medicines  curative  of 
bronchitis. 

8.  It  is  otherwise  with  pneumonia.    From  what  has  been 
said,  indeed,  Bryony  can  obviously  do  no  good  in  the  broncho**- 

I*  See  Annals,  v,  193. 
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pneumonia  of  children  and  aged  persons,  where  the  inflamma- 
tion begins  in  the  bronchial  tubes.  But  in  pleuro-pneumonia 
Bryonia  is  specific ;  and  in  pneumonia  simplex  it  yields  only 
to  Phosphorus.  To  convince  yourself  of  its  action  here  you 
Ixfe  only  to  read  Tessier's  cases  treated  in  the  Hopital 
S.  Mai^erite;  in  which  Bryonia  was  the  chief  remedy 
employed.*  It  has  also  been  found  curative  of  the  epidemic 
pleoro-pneomonia  of  homed  cattle. 

There  is  yet  one  residuary  phenomenon  to  be  noted,  viz.  the 
power  which  our  medicine  exerts  over  the  mammary  glands^ 
Whenever,  from  the  first  coming  in  of  the  milk,  from  catching 
cold  while  nursing,  or  from  abrupt  weaning,  the  breast 
becomes  swollen,  tender,  knotty,  and  painful,  Bryonia  will 
ilmoet  certainly  resolve,  the  inflammation  and  prevent  the 
fonnation  of  abscess. 

I  have  begun  by  speaking  of  the  kind  of  patient  for 
whom  Bryonia  is  suitable.  I  conclude  by  saying  that  those 
urieties  of  disease  are  most  influenced  by  it  whose  symptoms 
ire  increased  by  movement ;  and  that  it  is  especially  suitable 
for  the  effects  of  east  winds. 

From  its  extensive  range,  Bryonia  cannot  but  have  many 
ualogaes.  In  its  relation  to  rheumatism,  it  compares  with 
Acomiey  BkuSf  and  PtthaHUa:  in  fever  it  acts  like  Baptisia 
ud  EuptUorium.  It  affects  the  serous  membranes  like 
AeomU,  Arsenic^  and  Mercuriua  corrosivus ;  the  synovial 
incnibranes  like  FuUaiilla;  the  alimentary  canal  like  Nux 
^  Xyoopodttttn ;  the  liver  like  Mercuriiia  and  Chelidonium ; 
^tir-passages  like  Nux  and  Senega;  the  lungs  like  Fhos- 
l^^fn^  CheUdoniwm  and  Tartar  emetic, 

^  dose  of  Bryonia,  like  that  of  all  the  polychrests,  varies 
^^J.  Ab  a  rule  it  may  be  said  that  the  lowest  potencies 
^  best  in  rheumatism  and  dyspepsia,  and  the  medium  and 
'^^  in  pneumonia.  But  even  to  this  rule  there  are  excep- 
"<^:  and  in  its  other  applications  it  is  equally  in  favour 

*  Op.  eii.  at  p.  56. 
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with  those  who  use  the  high  as  with  those  who  use  the  low 
dilutions.  That  is,  as  I  believe,  its  action  is  quaJitatiYe  rather 
than  quantitative. 

There  are,  I  doubt  not,  many  excellent  homoBopathists  in 
Italy ;  but  hitherto  thej  have  contributed  little  to  our  litera- 
ture or  to  our  Materia  Medica.  Dr.  Bubini,  of  Naples,  has 
come  forward  to  redeem  the  credit  of  his  countrymen  in  this 
matter,  and  has  given  us  a  new  and  valuable,  medicine  in  the 
night-blooming  cereus, 

Cactus  grandiflorus. 

A  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  young  and  tender  branches 

;and  the  flowers. 

Dr.  Bubini,  after  observation  of  the  physiological  and 
therapeutical  efEects  of  the  Cactus  for  ten  or  twelve  yean, 
published  a  pamphlet  containing  the  results  of  his  experience. 
It  was  translated  by  Dr.  Dudgeon  for  the  British  Journal  </ 
Homoeopathy,  in  whose  twenty-second  volume  it  may  he 
found.  It  contains  numerous  symptoms  observed  on  did 
healthy  (subjects  and  doses  not  specified),  and  as  many  coied 
in  the  sick.  Some  later  provings,  from  four  sources,  are 
incorporated  with  Dr.  Bubini's  results  in  Allen's  Encfd^ 

pcedia ;  and  Dr.  Hale,  in  the  article  on  the  drug  in  the  second 
edition  of  his  New  Remedies,  has  collected  all  the  dinical 
experience  with  it  which  has  appeared  in  print. 

From  Dr.  Bubini's  proving  it  would  appear  that  Cactitf 
has  a  very  powerful  action  upon  the  heart  and  arterieai 
closely  resembling  that  of  Aconite.  General  rigor,  followed 
by*much  heat  and  sweat,  even  recurring  daily  at  the  sana* 
hour ;    and  symptoms — as  pain  and  luemorrhage— of  acut* 

•  congestion  in  the  head  and  chest,  attest  its  action  on  the 

.arterial  system:  while  the  heart  gives  evidence  in  paifl» 
palpitation,  oppressed  breathing,  and  constriction  about  the 
chest,  of  being  imusually  affected.     The  pulsation  in  the 
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scrobicoluB  cordis  so  characteristic  of  cardiac  disorder  is 
markedly  prodaoed  by  Cactus.  It  causes  also  acid  risings 
from  the  stomachy  with  sense  of  weight  there ;  severe  twisting 
colic,  with  heat  (external  and  internal)  of  the  abdomen; 
Inlious  diarrhoea,  with  pain  before  the  stools ;  inflammatory 
ifcrangury,  followed  by  copious  urine  loaded  with  lithates; 
lod  painful  menstruation.  There  is  great  prostration ;  and 
the  mental  condition  is  one  of  profound  melancholy. 

From  such  a  pathogenesis  as  this  brilliant  residts  might  be 
uiticipated.    Dr.  Bubini  assigns  to  it  a  wide  range  of  curative 
power.    "  The  characteristic  feature  of  the  Cactus  consists  in 
tbis,  that  while  it  developes  its  action  specially  in  the  heart 
ukl  its   blood-vessels,  dissipating    their    congestions,   and 
lemoring  their  irritations,  it  does  not  weaken  the  nervous 
*ritem  like  Aconite."    So  he  writes  in  the  preface  to  his 
(dimiig.    I  must  differ  from  him  about  Aconite  weakening 
tk nervous  system.    It  need  never  do  so,  if  the  dose  be  not 
too  large.    But  if  Cactus  acts  in  this  manner,  it  may  be  a 
&nnidable  rival  to  Aconite,  as  it  would  obviously  be  used  in 
tk  same  class  of  cases.    It  is  said  to  have   cured  with 
striking  rapidity  acute  otitis,  acute  and  even  chronic  bron- 
<^u^  pleurisy,  pneumonia,  hsamoptysis,  hsematemesis,  gastro- 
enteritis, hepatitis,  hsematuria,  and  a  quotidian  ag^e.    These 
experiences  have  yet  to  be  confirmed.     For  my  own  part, 
^W I  meet  with  these  acute  fevers,  congestions,  and  hsemor- 
i^es,  I  seem  quite  content  with  my  tried   and  valued 
'^^te,  and  am  loth  to  experiment  with  any  other  medicine. 
It  is  otherwise  in  affections  of  the  heart,  where  Cactus  appears 
^  exert  a  power  beyond  that  of  Aconite,  and  to  fill  a  place 
^"^^tsho  vacant.    It  seems  beneficial  in  all  over-actions  of  this 
<xgiii,  ^m  nervous  palpitation  to  acute  carditis.    In  the 
iiikreBs  arising  from  hypertrophy ;  in  the  severe  sufferings 
^^odeiA  to  valvular  disease*  (perhaps  also  in  angina  pectoris)  ; 
^  in  chronic  palpitation,  it  generally  gives  rapid  and  lasting 

*  See  aa  ezcellently  narrated  case  by  Dr.  O'Brien  in  the  tenth  volnme 
^^ Mmdily  Mom.  Saview. 


220 


CACTUS   GRANDI7L0BUS. 


relief.  The  feeling  as  if  the  heart  were  grasped  and  co 
pressed  as  with  an  iron .  hand  (probably  spasm)  is  vi 
characteristic  of  Cactus  in  these  cases,  and  is  well-marked 
its  pathogenesis.  It  would  probably  be  beneficial,  at  least 
relieve  pain,  in  internal  aneurisms. 

Dr.  Lippe  states  that  he  has  frequently  cured  with  Cac 
the  pressive  headache  in  the  vertex  so  often  met  with  a: 
result  of  menorrhagia.  I  myself  place  much  reliance  on  it 
the  similar  headache  of  menopausia.  Dr.  Guernsey  says  tl 
the  constrictive  sensation — as  of  an  iron  hoop — caused 
Cactus  in  many  parts  of  the  body  is  an  unerring  indicati 
for  it  in  practice. 

The  great  analogue  of  Cactus  is  obviously  Aconite,  ] 
influence  on  the  heart  resembles  that  of  Naja, 

Dr.  Eubini  recommends  the  mother-tincture  in  acute  i 
flammations  and  organic  diseases  of  the  heart.  In  i 
nervous  affections  he  states  that  the  higher  dilutions  » 
well. 
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LECTURE  XIII. 

CALCAREA^  CAMPHOR^  CANNABIS  8ATIVA  AND  INDICA. 

Kj  fint  topic  to-day  is  the  action  within  the  organism  of 
^  preparations  of  lime — of 

Calcarea. 

Hahnemann  has  proved  two  of  these — ^the  acetate  and  the 
fohonale ;  and  some  later  work  has  been  done  with  C,  cauetica, 
^odaia^  phaaphoriea,  and  sutjphurica,  and  some  knowledge  at- 
tained of  the  virtues  of  C.  muriatica  and  chlorinata.  I  shall 
speak  of  each  of  these  separately,  in  their  distinctive  charac- 
ters. But,  first  of  all,  there  is  a  good  deal  to  be  said  upon 
Idme  as  such,  without  reference  to  the  peculiarities  of  its 
tereral  salts. 

Lime  differs  from  all  the  substances  which  have  hitherto 
^^ome  before  us  as  medicines,  in  that  it  is  a  normal  con- 
stituent of  the  animal  body.  It  enters,  as  you  know,  into  the 
^(nnposition  not  only  of  the  bones  and  teeth,  but  into  that  also 
of  muscle,  nerve,  and  nearly  every  other  solid  and  fluid  por- 
tion of  the  organism.  It  may  hence  be  thought  doubtful,  at 
t^  first  blush,  if  such  a  substance  can  have  pathogenetic 
P^perties  beyond  those  belonging  to  any  local  influence  it 
^J  exert.  When  absorbed  into  the  blood,  it  must  surely  be 
taken  up  by  the  tissues  which  it  goes  to  constitute,  and 
^dcomed  instead  of  resented  by  them.  It  would  seem,  more- 
^^:  to  act  in  disease  as  a  food  rather  than  as  a  medicine ;  so 
7^  its  remedial  use  belongs  to  dietetics,  and  finds  no  place 
^  &  course  of  Materia  Medica. 
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I  have  no  doubt  tliat  there  is  some  measure  of  truth  in  such 
arguments,  especially  on  their  therapeutic  side.  That,  in 
cases  of  deficiency  of  Lime  as  of  Iron,  these  elements  can  be 
given  as  food  and  so  appropriated  by  the  hungry  tissues,  I 
have  no  doubt ;  and  the  practice  which  results  from  the  con- 
viction is  daily  supported  by  success.  But  this  does  not 
warrant  the  inference  that  such  substances  can  have  no 
operation  as  poisons  and  no  use  as  medicines.  Consider  what 
must  happen  if  they  arc  administered  in  excess — if  more  is 
introduced  than  the  tissues  require  for  their  health  and 
integrity.  Elimination  will  doubtless  dispose  of  some  of  the 
superfluity.  But  the  afl&nity  of  the  substance  for  certain 
parts  of  the  organism  will  still  be  attracting  it  thither  :  and^ 
while  its  quality  determines  its  destination,  its  qtiantUy  will 
prevent  its  acting  as  a  food  and  being  wholly  assimilated. 
You  cannot  make  perfect  health  more  healthy ;  and  if  you 
continue  to  ply  a  part  with  its  natural  stimuli  and  aliment 
beyond  the  point  of  perfect  health,  you  necessarily  produce 
disease. 

Now  it  has  been  fully  ascertained,  and  is  well  set  forth  by 
Dr.  von  Grauvogl  in  his  Text-Booh  of  Homoeopathy,  that  the 
kind  of  disease  produced  is  just  that  which  ordinarily  results 
from  deficiency  of  the  substance  in  question.  Thus  the 
habitual  drinkers  of  chalybeate  waters  become  ansemic.  On 
the  other  side,  it  is  a  fact — and  upon  the  principle  »imiUii 
»imilibu-8  should  be  so — that  these  elements  of  the  tissues^ 
when  given  as  medicines,  promote  the  assimilation  from  the 
food  and  blood  of  the  very  material  of  which  they  consist. 
We  shall  see,  when  we  come  to  Ferrum,  that  in  this  way 
ansemia  may  be  cured  by  doses  of  Iron  far  too  small  to  have 
any  nutritive  value.  Substances  of  this  kind  are  called  by 
von  Grauvogl  "  nutrition-remedies,"  as  distinguished  from 
the  "  function-remedies,"  which  are  alien  from  the  composition 
of  the  body. 

A  Dr.  Schussler  has  lately  caused  some  sensation  by  pro- 
posing to  treat  all  diseases  with  such  medicines  as  form  par^ 
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of  the  organism,  and  so  to  limit  our  Materia  Medica  to  a 
dozen  constituents.  This  proposition,  indeed — commended  to 
us  strangely  enough  by  Dr.  Constantino  Hering — we  cannot 
for  a  moment  entertain ;  but  the  importance  of  the  remedies 
in  question  is  undoubted. 

The  question  then  arises — is  Lime  one  of  these  ?  To  answer 
it  we  must  go,  as  with  Iron,  to  places  where  it  is  habitually 
introduced  in  excess  as  a  constitdent  of  the  food  or  drink  of 
the  inhabitants.      What  do  we  find  there?     In  the   first 
instance  hronchocele.     An  OTerwhelming  mass  of  evidence  has 
now  been  collected  in  favour  of  the  opinion  that  "the  en- 
demic prevalence  of  goitre  is  connected  with  the  use  of  water 
impregnated  with  calcareous   salts."     I  quote   Sir  Thomas 
Watson,  who  himself  endorses  this  view.     But  what  does 
lironchocele  mean  ?    Is  it  a  mere  local,  perhaps  mechanical, 
effect  of  the  circidation  of  particles  of  Lime  through  the 
gknd  ?    Nay ;  for  if  we  look  a  little  farther— at  the  children 
of  goitrous  parents,  at  those  whose  thyroids  are  enlarging 
under  unfavourable  hygienic  circimistances — we  get  a  more 
general  condition  ;  we  have  cretinism.     Cretinism  essentially 
consists  in  defective  growth  ;   imperfect  ossification  of  the 
BkoU,  with  hydrocephalus  and  imbecility  ;   and  enlargement 
of  the  mesenteric  glands.     Here  we  have  the  ultimate  pemi- 
oona  effects  of  the  introduction  of  Lime  in  excess  into  the 
sjstem ;   and  they  are  obviously  the   same  as  those  which 
follow  its  deficiency.     Dr.  Beneke  has  well  pointed  out  the 
uoportanoe  of  Phosphate  of  Lime  to  cell- growth,  as  illus- 
^*ted  by  agriculture ;   and  no  cells  can  need  it  more  than 
^W  which  are  concerned  in  ossification.     It  only  requires  to 
«*  established  that  Lime  dynamically  cures  what  dynamically 
^  <ause8 ;  and  this,  I  think,  is  fully  substantiated  by  expe- 
'*noe.    It  is  apparent  from  the  ^igh  repute  which — as  we 
■^  see — the  carbonate   enjoys   in  homoeopathic   practice, 
^ben  giren  for  those  very  conditions  in  doses  of  the  utmost 
"wnuteness.    "  Where  we  find,"  says  Dr.  Guernsey,  "  a  large 
^^  large  features,  pale  skin  with  a  chalky  look,  and  (in 
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infants)  open  fontanelles,  we  should  think  of  Calearea 
<iarhonica**  It  is  haxdlj less  apparent  in  the  excellent  results 
which  Dr.  Binger  reports  from  grain  doses  of  the  phosphate, 
of  which  he  admits  that  only  a  small  proportion  can  be 
dissolved  in  the  gastric  juices,  and  enter  the  blood. 

I  hold  it  established,  therefore,  that  we  have  in  Lime  a 
medicine  as  well  as  a  food ;  and  that  in  the  former  capacity  it 
acts,  like  all  its  congeners,  ^l,ccording  to  the  principle  mmUia 
■^milibus.  I  pass,  now,  to  consider  the  ascertained  usefulness 
of  its  several  salts. 

\  Calearea  acetica  was  proved,  in  r^  saturated  solution  of 

•oyster-shells  in  vinegar,  by  Hahnemann  and  four  others  :  their 
results,  making  270  symptoms,  appear  in  the  fifth  volume  of 
the  Beine  Arzneimittdlehre.  We  coomt  his  solution  our  first 
decimal  potency,  and  make  subsequent  attenuations  with 
alcohol. 

The  pathogenesis  of  0.  acetica  deserves  more  study  than  it 
has  received,  as  it  supplies  almost  our  only  certain  knowledge 
of  the  finer  actions  of  Lime.  The  salt  has  been  mainly  used 
in  the  bowel  afEections,  acute  and  chronic,  of  children  to 
whose  general  diathesis  Lime  is  suitable.  Dr.  Olotar  Muller 
says  that  it  was  the  remedy  in  one  of  the  only  two  cases  of 
migraine  he  ever  succeeded  in  radically  curing.  The  sym- 
ptoms indicating  it  were  a  feeling  of  great  coldness  in  the  head 
and  much  gastric  acidity. 

It  is  usually  given  in  the  lowest  attenuations. 

Calearea  carhonica  is  the  salt  of  lime  which  has  found 
chief  use  in  homoeopathic  therapeutics.  The  form  in  which 
we  employ  it  is  not  chalk  or  marble,  but  the  soft  whit» 
substance  which  is  found  between  the  external  and  internal, 
hard  layers  of  the  oyster-shell.  This  is  triturated  in  th^ 
usual  way.  Its  pathogenesis  appears  in  the  first  edition  of 
the  Chronie  Diseases^  where  1090  symptoms  are  ascribed  to  i* 
— all  (as  we  know)  observed  on  patients  taking  it  in  tlie 
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Attenuations  from  the  3rd  to  the  12th.  In  the  second  edition 
the  list  is  increased  to  1631.  Two  hundred  and  serentj  of  the 
additional  symptoms  are  those  of  the  acetate,  which  Hahne- 
mann has  thought  well  to  incorporate,  marking  them  by  a  line 
— ^a  sign  of  distinction  which  Dr.  Hempel's  translation  too 
often  omits.  The  remainder  are  from  Hahnemann  himself 
4uid  from  fresh  fellow-observers,  all  of  course  experimenting 
with  globules  of  the  30th.* 

Of  the  symptoms  thus  obtained  I  have  nothing  to  say. 
But,  taking  the  phenomena  of  cretinism  as  our  best  proving 
of  Lime,  we  have  in  the  virtues  of  Oalcarea  (so  called  among 
TiBpar  excellence)  their  truly  homceopathic  application.  It  is 
in  the  large  class  of  diseases  due  to  derangement  of  the 
secondary  assimilation  that  it  finds  its  curative  place.  The 
tbree  great  forms  of  assimilative  derangement  are  rachitis, 
MTofula,  and  tuberculosis;  and  in  all  of  these  Oalcarea  is 
a  principal  remedy. 

1.  First,  of  rachUie.    "  If  a  child  cuts  its  teeth  late,  if  it 
does  not  walk  so  early  as  other  children,  if  the  fontanelles  are 
Ute  in  closing,  the  probability  is  that  it  is  the  subject  of 
I       rickets:"   so  writes  the  late  Dr.  Hillier,  in  his  excellent 
I       Qmcal  Treatise  an  Diseases  of  Children.    Well,  then,  when 
ndutis  thus  manifests  itself,  you  will  find  Oalcarea  an  invalu- 
able aid  in  its  treatment.    But  when  the  diathesis  is  more 
pronounced,  when  its    phenomena  reach  beyond  those  of 
^^ent  supply  of  lime-salts,  you  will  have  to  look  farther  for 
your  medicinal  remedies.     I  shall  have  more  to   say  upon 
^  subject  when  I  come  to  Silicea,  which  I  believe  to  be  the 
^^"^  potent  of  anti-rachitics. 

2.  Begarding  Oalcarea  in  scrofula,  I  will  begin  by  citing 

^latest  writer  on  the  disease.  Dr.  H.  Goullon,  of  Weimar. 

'^ater,"  he  says, "  that  contaiiis  the  salts  of  lime  in  excess  is 

**^^J«ed  by  some  of  producing  scrofula.     Thus  it  is  said  that 

I)r.  Allen's  amingement  of  the  drag  contains  some  additional  sym- 
rOOtt  obtained  from  an  alcoholic  solution  of  the  precipitated  carbonate  by 
'^«  Koch  on  himself  and  four  others. 

15 
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the  inhabitants  of  Eheims  owe  the  large  number  of  persons' 
affected  bj  scrofula  among  their  population  to  this  drcum- 
stance.  H  this  be  so,  does  there  exist  a  greater  triumph  for 
Hahnemann's  principle  ?  Certainly  the  Hahnemannian 
school,  if  it  were  without  the  salts  of  lime,  would  not  wish  to 
treat  scrofula.  Calcarea  carbonica  performs  wonders  in  aero* 
fulous  ophthalmia ;  like  Sulphur ,  it  removes  scrofulous  pot- 
bellies, if  I  may  be  allowed  to  use  this  expression;  like 
PhosphoruSy  it  cures  scrofulous  diarrhoea/'  Dr.  Goullon  then 
cites  cases  of  tabes  mesenterica ;  of  strumous  ophthahnia  and 
otorrhoea ;  and  of  disease  of  the  joints  and  vertebrsB  in  such 
subjects,  where  Calcarea  has  proved  curative.  My  own  expe* 
rience  with  it  is  especially  in  the  treatment  of  mesenteric 
disease,  in  which — ^if  not  too  advanced — it  is  an  invaluable 
remedy.  You  will  remember  the  enlarged  abdomen  of  ere* 
tinism.  This  brings  us  also  to  bronchocele,  of  which  €k>ullon 
writes :  ''  The  swelling  of  the  thyroid  gland  is  so  intimately 
connected  with  scrofula  that  its  former  name — struma — ^has. 
been  applied  to  the  diathesis."  He  gives  three  cases  of  the 
disease  cured  by  Calcarea.  They  were  all  simple  hyper- 
trophies ;  but  the  power  of  the  drug  over  cystic  growths— of 
which  we  shall  speak  presently — ^would  encourage  its  use  in- 
the  cystic  form  also  of  goitre. 

8.  I  cannot  speak  with  any  certainty  of  the  action  of 
Calcarea  in  tvherculosis.  At  the  British  Homoeopathic 
Congress  of  1873,  Drs.  Gibbs  Blake  and  Wynne  Thomas 
brought  forward  some  evidence  of  its  power  over  chronic 
maladies  associated  with  high  temperature,  some  of  these 
being  certainly  and  others  presumably  of  a  tuberculous 
nature.*  But  I  should  have  most  confidence  in  it  here  as  a 
preventive.  There  is  a  peculiar  form  of  dyspepsia  which 
often  precedes  the  development  of  tuberculosis.  Indicated^ 
more  or  less  precisely  by  Drs.  Tweedy  Todd,  Clark,  Bennett, 
and  Anoell,  it  has  been  most  fully  characterised  by  Mr*«. 

*  Sec  MowtMff  Eom.  Meview,  zvii,  683. 
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Jonathan  HutchinBon.    Its  special  feature  consists  in  acid 

eractations  after  food :  ^  everjrthlng  the  patient  takes  '  rises 

acid,'  as  he  expresses  it,  but  more  particularly  everything 

containing  fat,  oil,  or  sugar."     There  is  a  special  dislike  to 

&t  present.*    Now  in  this  add  dyspepsia  Calcarea  proves 

itself  an  excellent  remedy.    I  know  not  whether  the  fact  that 

two  of  Hahnemann's  provers  of  the  acetate  had  constant  sour 

eroctations  has  any  bearing  on  the  point ;  but  of  the  value  of 

the  carbonate,  in  the  minutest  doses,  there  is  not  the  least 

question.    I  have  myself  cured  with  it  a  most  obstinate  case, 

in  which  the  fount  of  add  seemed  inexhaustible,  and  even 

gouty  symptoms  were  set  up  in  a  patient  the  most  unlikely  to 

he  attacked  with  such  a  malady. 

In  these  and  other  derangements  of  nutrition,  when 
oecnrring  (as  they  generally  do)  in  children,  Calcarea  is 
especially  indicated  where  profuse  perspiration  of  the  head 
18  present. 

The  powers  of  our  drug  seem  moreover  to  extend  to  the 
new  products  which  result  from  disorders  of  growth.     It  has 
lepeatedly  been  reported  as  causing  the  disappearance  of 
warts,  polypi,  and  even  benignant  tumours  of  the  encysted 
lQnd.t     In  this  connexion  it  must  not  be  forgotten  as  a 
poMible  aid  against  cancer.     In  the  Lancet  for  1868  Dr, 
Peter  Hood  published  two  cases  in  which  the  daily  adminis- 
tnticHi  of  small  quantities  of  powdered  oyster-shell  effected  a 
core  of  this  dire  disease.     Mr.  Spencer  Wells,  who  authenti- 
cated his  observation,  suggested  that  the  rationale  <^  the  cure 
vii  that  the  lime  caused  ossification  of  the  blood-vessels  of 
^diseased  part,  and  so  starved  it  out.     The  process  is  one 
^  easy  of  conception ;  and  a  specific  curative  power  is  at 
^  as  tenable  a  theory. 
Thifl  is  the  great  sphere  of  the  action  of  Calcarea.     But  it 

•  Aitken  (Science  amd  Practice  of  Medicine,  5th  ed.,  ii,  206),  to  whom 
1  •&  indebted  for  these  facts, 
t  See  Goullon  on  Scrofula,  art.  Calcarea,  and  Brit.  Journ,  of  Horn., 

^«1. 


228  CALCABEA. 

has  other  uses,  which  seem  independent  of  its  power  over 
assimilation.  One  of  these  is  of  a  very  curious  kind ;  and,  if 
I  had  not  repeatedly  seen  it  myself,  and  had  it  Youched  for 
by  excellent  observers  like  Drs.  Dudgeon  and  Bayes,  could 
hardly  have  credited  it.  It  is  its  power,  when  given  in 
repeated  doses  of  the  30th  dilution,  of  relieving  the  pain 
attending  the  passage  of  biliary  (Dr.  Bayes  says  also  of  renal) 
calculi.  It  has  for  me  quite  superseded  the  need  of  chloro« 
form  and  even  of  the  hot  bath.  Hahnemann,  moreover, 
insists  much  on  the  relation  of  Calcarea  to  the  menstrual 
function.  "  It  is  indispensable  and  curative,"  he  says, "  when 
the  catamenia  appear  a  few  days  before  the  period,  especially 
when  the  flow  of  blood  is  considerable.  But  if  the  catamenia 
:appear  at  the  regular  period  or  a  little  later,  Calcarea  is 
hardly  ever  useful,  even  if  the  catamenia  should  be  rather 
profuse."  In  these  cases,  says  Dr.  Guernsey  (who  has  a 
great  penchant  for  out-of-the-way  symptoms),  the  patients 
often  complain  of  a  sensation  as  if  cold,  damp  stockings  were 
on  their  feet :  whenever  they  do,  we  may  think  of  Calcarea. 
Again,  the  medicine  has  a  considerable  reputation  in  epi- 
lepsy* and  in  migraine,t  when  these  affections  appear  in  the 
natural  subjects  of  its  influence,  t.  e.  (as  I  might  have 
said  from  the  first)  in  unhealthy  women  and  children,  of 
ieuco-phlegmatic  temperament,  and  with  tendency  to  corpu- 
lence. 

The  analogues  of  Calcarea  carbonica  are  Baryta,  lodiumf 
Phosphorus,  and  Silicea. 

The  higher  dilutions,  from  the  12th  to  the  30th,  are  thosd 
which  appear  to  be  most  in  favour,  and  which  I  myself  use  5 
but  the  3rd  is  undoubtedly  efiicacious.     Calcarea  seems  seldoici. 
or  never  employed  by  the  exclusive  adherents  of  mother  tinc- 
tures and  crude  drugs. 

*  Brit.  Journ,  of  Rom,,  xxii,  216,  258. 
t  Sec  ibid.,  xxi,  282. 
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Calearea  eausHca. — lime  in  this  form,  in  which  we  hare  it 
in  the  ordinary  lime-water,  can  have  but  slight  pathogenetic 
properties,  as  we  give  the  latter  freely,  even  to  children,  as  an 
antacid.  But  provings  made  with  it  by  Koch,  Keil,  and 
Liedbeck  on  thirteen  persons  give  it  in  Dr.  Allen's  Encych^ 
p€edia  a  list  of  342  symptoms.    These  seem  but  trivial ;  and  I 

haTe  no  knowledge  of  their  having  received  any  application  Uy 

practice. 


Calearea  iodata,  the  iodide  of  lime,  has  been  proved  by 

Br.  W.  S.  Blakely  and  another  in  fhe  crude  substance  and 

the  lower  triturations  ;  47  symptoms  of  it  are  given  by  AUen^ 

These,  too,  are  of   no  very  definite  character;   though,   as 

with  G.  caustica,  the  head  is  the  part  most  affected.     Dr. 

Meyhoffer  thinks  the  iodide  the  best  form  of  lime  in  the 

chronic  bronchitis  of  scrofulous  children,  when  in   a  thin 

nbject  (in  this  last  point  distinguished  from  the  carbonate) 

the  cervical  glands  are  much  swollen,  the  cough  rather  dry, 

ttd  there  is  ground  for  suspicion  of  enlargement   of   the 

hronchial  glands. 

Calearea  jphosphorica, — Dr.  Hering  has  justly  taken  me  to 

task  for  having  said,  in  the  first  edition  of  my  Manual,  that 

this  salt  of  lime  had  never  been  proved.     He  refers  me  to 

BODae  pTovings  of  the  1st  and  2iid  triturations,  made  under 

^  iQperintendence,  which  I  ought  to  have  known  of,  as  they 

are  in  Jahr's  New  Manual.     He  speaks  also  of  yet  more 

**taove  provings  still  ampublished.     It  haa  not  been  much 

^  m  homoeopathic  practice.    Dr.  von  Grauvogl  relies  much 

^  it  in  chronic  hydrocephalus,  both  to  cure  the  already 

^^ng  disease,  and — ^by   giving  it  to  the   mother  during 

pregnancy — to     avert    the    tendency    to   its   recurrence    in 

*^t\ire  children.     Dr.    Cooper*    speaks    highly    of    it   for 

^iiically-enlarged  tonsils  in  strumous  subjects ;   and  Dr» 

*  Monthly  Horn,  Seview,  zL 
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Verdi,  of  Washington,  has  much  confidence  in  it  in  phthisis.* 
But  the  main  use  of  phosphate  of  lime  is  as  a  food  in  the 
same  class  of  cases  in  which  we  use  the  carbonate  as  a 
remedy,  and  perhaps  in  others.  Dr.  Binger  giyes  os  the 
latest  estimate  of  its  efficiency.  He  recommends  it  in  most 
forms  of  mal-nutrition  and  defective  cell-growth ;  in  ainpmia 
from  growing  fast,  rapid  child-bearing,  prolonged  sudding,  or 
excessive  menstruation  ;  in  chronic  discharges  ;  in  rachitis ; 
and  for  the  bad  effects  of  town  life,  including  brain-&g. 

Dr.  Binger  gives  one  or  two  grains  of  the  salt  three  times  a 
day.  The  homoeopathic  uses  have  been  made  with  the  lower 
tiitnrations. 

Calcarea  muriatica  (the  chloride  of  calcium)  has  not  been 
proved.  I  find  it  extremely  useful  in  the  moist  porrigo 
capitis  of  children,  giving  it  in  the  first  attenuation.  Some 
use  it  in  solution  as  an  abortive  local  application  for  boils ;  it 
is  said  to  ease  the  paiu'also.f 

Calcarea  chlorinata  (the  chlorinated  lime)  we  know  only 
from  Dr.  Neidhard's  strong  recommendation  of  it  in  diph- 
theria, for  which  he  looks  upon  it  as  a  specific. ;{:     He  giver 
fractional  doses  of  the  liquor  of  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

I  have  said  nothing  of  the  Calcarea  sulphurica,  as  if 
symptoms  (343  in  Allen's  list)  were  obtained  from  the  30^ 
and  200th  attenuations ;  and  it  is  unknown  to  practice. 

The  next  medicine  I  have  to  bring  before  you  is 

Camphor, 

of  which  we  make  an  alcoholic  solution.  The  proporti< 
drug  to  vehicle  in  this  mother  tincture  has  ranged  in  ho: 
pathic  pharmacy  from    one    eighth  to  one  twelfth. 

*  £rU.  Joum.  of  Som,,  xxix,  749. 

t  Ibid^  xix,  498.  t  ^^f  »▼!*  120. 
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BritiBh  HomcBopatluc  Pharmacopoeia  makes  it  one  tenth. 
The  preparation  sold  as  *'  Bubini's  Camphor  "  is  a  saturated 
folution,  as  used  by  that  physician  in   the  treatment  of 
cholera.    Some  alarming  accidents  have  lately  occurred  from 
persons  employing  this  tincture  with  the  freedom  to  which 
they  have  been  accustomed  in  the  use  of  the  ordinary  pre- 
paration, which  can  do  no  harm.     There  has  been  a  very 
absurd  and   unfair  attempt  to  make  capital  out  of  these 
occurrences  as  against  homceopathy.    A  few  minutes'  thought 
and  inquiry  would  have  shown  that  the  only  blame  rested 
irith  the  carelessness  which  ignored  an  obTious  and  reasonable 
difEerence  of  strength  in  the  two  solutions. 

A  proving  of  Camphor  appears  in  the  fourth  volume  of 
tbe  Bdne  AimeimiUeUehre,  It  contains  105  symptoms  from 
Habnemann  himself,  and  240  "observations  of  others,"  of 
which  93  are  from  twenty-one  authors,  and  the  rest  from  four 
fellow-provers.  Camphor  was  also  one  of  the  medicines 
proTed  by  Professor  Jorg :  his  results,  obtained  upon  himself 
vid  ten  of  his  pupils,  are  given  in  Frank's  Magazin  (iv,  482), 
and  related  by  Hempel,  who  adds  some  further  pathogenetic 
material. 

The  action  of  Camphor  on  the  organism  has  been  a  matter 
of  dispute  from  early  times.  The  old  physicians  are  divided 
into  two  camps  on  the  question  whether  it  is  a  hot  or  a  cold 
^cinedj.  Hahnemann  recognises  the  variable  character  of 
^  &ct8  before  him,  and  suggests  their  explanation.  "  The 
action,"  he  says, "  of  this  substance  on  the  healthy  body  is 
^itiemely  problematic  and  difficult  of  definition,  for  this 
i^eaioD,  that  the  primary  action  of  Camphor  alternates  so 
^^^ddenly,  and  is  so  easily  confounded  with  the  reaction  of  the 
^  principle."  He  explains  farther  on  that  he  agrees  with 
^  who  consider  chill  and  depression  to  be  the  first  effects 
^  Ounphor,  and  refer  the  symptoms  of  stimulation  so  often 
^Wred  to  a  secondary  reaction.  He  is  supported  herein  by 
^  weighty  authority  of  Trousseau  and  Pidoux.  After  a  full 
<^ej  of  the  evidence,  they  conclude  that  the  essential  action 
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of  Camphor  is  **  refrigerant  and  sedatiye/'  and  describe  its 
full  poisonous  effects  as  those  of  collapse  with  chill. 

It  was  not  many  years  before  SLahnemann  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  giving  these  views  about    Camphor  a  practical 
application,  and  thereby  of  making  a  most  important  contri* 
bution  to  therapeutics.    In  1831  Asiatic  cholera  for  the  first 
time  invaded  Europe.    The  few  physicians  then  practising 
homceopathically  sought  diligently  for  its  nmiUimuin^^iiiBt 
they  might  be  ready  to  encounter  it.    Several  medicines  were 
suggested,  but  when  Hahnemann  spoke  out  from  his  retreat 
at  Coethen,  he   pronounced  the    one  great  remedy  to  be 
Camphor.    He  described  the  well-known  features  of  the  first 
stage  of  invasion, — the  sinking  of  strength,  the  coldness,  the 
anxietas ;  all  these  occurring  before  the  vomiting,  purging,  and 
cramps  have  set  in.    Here,  Hahnemann  said.  Camphor  is  s 
potent  and  certain  remedy.     It  should  be  given  freely — by  the 
mouth,  by  inhalation,  by  friction,  by  clyster ;  and  persevered 
with  till  the  patient  recovers.     Nor,  though  the  second  stage 
has  supervened  ere  the  treatment  has  begun,  should  Camphor 
be  neglected.    But  here,  unless  improvement  set  in  within  s 
couple  of  hours,  it  is  of  no  use  to  persist,  and  recourse  must  be 
had  to  other  remedies,  of  which  he  specifies  Cuprum  and 
Veratrum.* 

Hahnemann  had  the  gratification  of  hearing  of  the  great 
success  which  attended  all  who  followed  this  advice  of  his 
and  of  numerous  instances  in  which  the  family  use  of  Campho 
had  checked  the  earliest  symptoms  of  the  prevailing  scourgf 
In  the  epidemic  of  1849,  British  physicians  had  an  oppo 
tunity  of  testing  the  value  of  the  remedy :  and  Dr.  Drysda 
in  Liverpoolt  and  Dr.  Eussell  in  Edinburgh  vied  in  th< 
praises  of  it.    The  latter,  who  has  written  a  book  on  t 
disease,;}:  says :  "It  is  our  firm  belief  that  Camphor  is 
almost  infallible  remedy  for  cholera,  if  given  from  the  v 

*  His  paper  may  be  read  in  Dudgeon's  Lesser  Writings  of  Hahnem 
p.  845. 

t  Brit,  Journ,  offfom,,  viii,  149.         J  On  Epidemic  Cholera,  p. 
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outset."    In  1854  the  same  testimony  was  given  to  its  value - 

in  England ;  and  from  Italy  still  more  striking  evidence  was 

adduced  as  to  what  it  can  do.     Dr.  Eubini,  of  Naples — h& 

who  has  given  us  Cactus  grandiflorus — states  that  during  thi» 

epidemic  he  treated,  together  with  his  colleagues,  592  casea 

with  Camphor  alone  without  a  single  death.    He  gave  it  in  the 

spirit  of  Hahnemann's  instructions — ad  libitum  doses  of  a 

nturated  tincture,  and  relied  upon  it  to  the  exclusion  of  all 

other  medicines  in  every  stage  of  the  disease.    You  will  find 

a  full  account  of  his  observations  in  the  tenth  volume  of  the 

Manihly  Homceopaihic  Review,      Much  exception  has  been 

taken  to  his  statement  of  results,  as  exaggerated ;  but  I  think 

irithout  just  cause.    Dr.  Eubini  is  a  physician  of  undoubted 

experience  and  judgment,  not  to  speak  of  trustworthiness ; 

and  his  published  affirmations  have  never  been  contradicted. 

He  does  not  mean  to  say  that  all  his  cases  were  in  collapse  : 

on  the  contrary,  of  a  set  of  200  treated  in  one  institution,  it 

ii  expressly  mentioned  that  collapse  occurred  in  fifteen  only. . 

What  our  colleague  wishes  us  to  understand  is,  that  in  an 

epidemic  of  Asiatic  cholera  in  which  377  cases  came  under 

^  own  treatment,  and  215  more  under  that  of  his  fellow- 

ptactitioners,  they  gave  nothing  but  Camphor,  and  lost  no 

pitient.     There  must  have  been  the  usual  proportion  of 

serere  cases   among  these;    so  that  the  results  are  most 

gntifying.    We  have  hitherto  been  jubilant  about  reducing 

tie  ordinaiy  50  per  cent,  mortality  from  cholera  to  one  half ; 

^  26  per  cent,  of  deaths  is  a  ghastly  rate  after  all.    We  are 

^*^  to  look  in  directions  which  promise  something  better 

•ffl;  and  Dr.  Eubini's  extension  of  Hahnemann's  Camphor- 

^'^tment  deserves    our    most    respectful    attention.      Mr. 

"W^T,  indeed,  reports  less  favourably  of  it  in  the  Liver- 

V^  epidemic  of  1866  ;*  but  farther  experimentation  is  re- 

q^nied. 

ft  is  natural  to  inquire  whether  the  report  of  the  anti- 
•  Brii,  Jonm.  of  Horn,,  xxt,  92. 
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choleraic  virtues  of  Cainplior  lias  spread  beyond  homoeopathic 
regions,  and  whether  any  trial  has  been  made  of  it.  This 
might  well  be,  as  in  its  case  there  are  no  posological  preju- 
dices to  be  OYcrcome.  I  am  only  acquainted,  however,  with 
one  miserable  instance  of  its  use  in  the  last  epidemic,  where 
it  was  given  to  a  few  patients  at  the  London  Hospital.  The 
physician  did  not  deign  to  follow  our  method  of  adminiB- 
tration,  viz.  dropping  it  on  sugar,  but  gave  it  suspended  in 
water.  He  thus  nauseated  his  patients,  and  burnt  their 
throats  ;  and  consequently,  instead  of  exhibiting  it  in  a  better 
form,  thought  fit  to  abandon  its  use  altogether.  Both  Binger 
and  Wood,  however,  now  reconmiend  it ;  and  the  latter  states 
that  it  forms  the  chief  ingredient  in  the  popular  cholera- 
mixtures  sold  in  America. 

A  siihilar  action  to  the  foregoing,  though  on  a  humbler 
level,  is  the  power  which  Camphor  has  of  checking  an  incipient 
"  cold."  Hahnemann,  in  the  preface  to  his  proving,  commends 
it  in  the  influenza  then  first  known  as  an  epidemic ;  and  Dr. 
Einger  has  lately  extolled  its  virtues  in  the  chronic 
paroxysmal  coryza  from  which  some  people  suffer.  In  all 
these  nasal  defluxions  Camphor  shoidd  be  taken  by  olfaction 
as  well  as  internally.  It  is  also  of  much  repute  in  summer 
diarrhcBa.  I  think  that  Dr.  Phillips  well  characterises  the 
condition  which  calls  for  it  here  as  one  of  exhaustion  with 
irritability  of  the  intestinal  nerves  resulting  from  high 
summer  heat. 

A  few  words  must  be  said  on  the  symptoms  of  re-action— 
as  we  have  chosen  to  consider  them — of  Camphor  poisoning. 
They  are  those  of  fever,  with  much  confusion  and  oppression 
of  the  brain,  and  even  disorder  of  its  functions.     The  fever, 
as  in  a  case  recorded  by  Dr.  Hempel,  may  take  on  a  typhoid, 
form  and  be  of  some  duration.    I  cannot  say  whether  theses 
facts  have  any  relation  to  the  antifebrile  and  antiseptic  powers 
ascribed  to  Camphor  by  the  physicians  of  the  last  century,  ot 
to  its  occasional  successful  employment  in  mania.    But  I  dlo 
think  they  are  closely  connected  with  another  use  made  of  it 
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in  homoeopathic  practice,  viz.  to  recover  the  patient  from  the 
state  into  which  he  is  thrown  by  the  retrocession  of  measles 
or  scarlatina.     There  is  here  the  same  cerebral  disturbance 
and  oppression :  and  the  patient,  though  hot  within,  is  cold 
without.     He  has  that  characteristic  of  Camphor  noted  by 
Dr.  Guernsey,  that,  though  cold  to  the  touch,  he  will  not 
remain  coyered.    I  know  the  value  of  cold  affusion  in  these 
tenible  cases  ;  but  it  is  at  least  jucundiua,  if  not  also  ttdius, 
to  effect  what  we  want  by  the  administration  of  Camphor. 
.  The  only  marked  local  action  of  Camphor  is  on  the  genito- 
miiiaiy  organs,  which  is  all  the  more  interesting,  as  it  cannot 
be  detected  as  passing  off  by  the  urine.     That  it  causes 
strangury  is  undoubted,  and  is  admitted  both  by  Pereira  and 
hj  Binger.     The  former  is  naturally  astonished  at  a  power  of 
^immishing  irritation  of  the  urinary  organs  being  assigned  to 
Cunphor.     But  that  it  has  this  power,  whether  the  strangury 
is  idiopathic  or  the  effect  of  Cantharides,  is  the  testimony  of 
^  the  old  physicians.    I  have  myself  twice  seen  patients  in 
tUs  agonising  condition  translated,  as  it  were,  from  hell  to 
heaien  in  less  than  an  hour  by  repeated  doses  of  the  drug. 
Ab  with  Cantharis,  the  urinary  irritation  of  Camphor  some- 
times extends  to  the  genitals,  causing  priapism  and  such-like 
phenomena.     But  the  ordinary  and  permanent  effect  upon 
these  organs  is  of  a  depressing  character.     "  Camphora  per 
liues  castrat  odore  mares  "  is  quoted  in  all  books  on  Materia 
^Uica;  and  Hahnemann  cites  an  obseryation  from  Loss, 
i&  which  impotence  thus  produced  lasted  a  considerable  time. 
I  do  not  know  whether  much  use  has  been  made  of  this 
^f&m  of   Camphor.      Dr.  Hirsch  has  recommended  it  for 
ifriUUe  weakness    of  the   sexual    organs,   with    nocturnal 
^^^^vnons.    Dr.  Norton  mentions  a  similar  case.* 

Bolides  these  uses  in  disease.  Camphor  is  reputed  by 
Hahnemann  an  antidote  to  most  vegetable  and  to  some 
^>ui&il  and  mineral  poisons.     Against  the  majority  of  these 

*  In  an  article  on  the  drug  in  JBrit.  Joum,  of  Horn.,  ix,  407. 
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probably  has  no  true  antidotal  power,  and  it  would  hardljr 
eutralisc  their  effects  in  poisonous  quantities.    But  for  the 
aore  delicate  disturbances  produced  by  minute  doses  Camphor 
may  be  a  capital  remedy,  by  substituting  a  more  potent  im- 
pression than  theirs  upon    the  nervous    centres.      This  is 
probably  what  he  meant. 

Dr.  Holcombe*  thus  sums  up  the  action  of  Camphor  :  "  It 
is  antidotal  to  almost  all  the  drastic  vegetable  poisomr 
— relieves  strangury — procures  reaction  from  cold,  con- 
gested conditions — is  the  great  anti-choleraic — and  quiets 
nervous  irritability  sometimes  better  than  Co£fea,  Ignatia,  or 
Hyoscyamus.  This  is  its  whole  clinical  value — and  a  great 
one  it  is — in  a  nutshell." 

I  must  not  leave  Camphor  without  referring  to  Dr.  Harley's 
communication  regarding  it  in  the  ninth  volume  of  the 
Practitioner,  He  finds  that  in  medicinal  doses — from  five 
to  thirty  grains — its  effects  are  but  slight,  being  chiefly  those 
of  sedation  of  the  motor  and  ideational  centres  of  the 
cerebrum,  with  much  giddiness. 

In  its  influence  over  the  circulation  Camphor  resemblf 
Aconite,  Arsenic,  and  Veratrum  album.     Its  power  of  causii 
strangury  is  like  that  of  Caniharis  and  Terebinthina,  less  h' 
that  of  Belladonna, 

The  drug  does  not  seem  to  bear  attenuation.    The  prim 
solution  is  that  always  in  use. 

I  will  conclude  this  lecture  with  some  account  of 
medicinal  virtues  of  Kemp,      Unlike  the  ordinary   pra 
we  use  not  the  Cannabis  Indica  only,  but  that  also  t 
grows  in  colder  climates.     Let  me  speak  of  the  latter  fii 

Cannabis  sativa. 

Our  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  flowering  toi)s  anc 
leaflets. 

A  proving  of  hemp,  by  Hahnemann  and  eight 

*   United  Slates  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol.  i. 
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.appears  in  the  first  yoliiine  of  the  Beine  ArzneimitteUehre.    It 
contains  330  symptoms,  47  of  whicli,  however,  are  from 
anthors.    The  severitj  of  some  of  these  is  puzzling,  when  we 
•consider  how  mild  a  poison  the  plant  is.     But  the  mystery  is 
explained  when  we  examine  the  originals  of  the  two  prin- 
cipal groups — those  of  Morgagni  and  of  Eamazzini.      The 
former  consists  of  cases  of  disease  recorded  in  various  parts  of 
liis  De  iedOms  et  cauns  nwrborumy  and  mentioned  as  occurring 
in  hemp-dressers ;   but  rarely  traced  or  traceable  to  their 
occupation.     The  latter  are  symptoms  occurring  in  workers 
m  hemp  and  linseed — the  connexion,  as  well  as  the  nature  of 
the  phenomena,  showing  that  they  are  mere  local  effects  of 
the  dust.      These,  therefore,  must  be  eliminated  from  the 
pathogenesis  of  the  drug.    But  in  their  place  we  have  five  more 
leeent  provings  to  put,  all  instituted  with  substantial  doses, 
which  are  duly  incorporated  with  Hahnemann's  by  Dr.  Allen. 
There  is  an  interesting  study  of  the  drug  by  the  late  Dr. 
Horton  in   the    ninth   volume    of    the    British  Jottmal  of 
homoeopathy. 

It  would  appear,  from  Hahnemann's  preface  to  his  proving, 

that  Cannabis  was  in  common  use  at  his  day  as  a  remedy  for 

^cttte  gonorrhoea.    It  was  supposed  to  act  as  a  ''  demulcent ;" 

^t  he  is  well  warranted  in  saying  that  its  curative  powers 

^nd  upon  the  faculty  it  possesses  of  producing  a  similar 

8M)rbid  condition  in  the  urinary  organs.     Its  pathogenesis 

*1^0W8  excessive  irritation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 

^der  and  urethra,  and  of  the  prepuce.    The  latter  is  dark 

^  hot,  and  inflamed ;  there  is  much  burning  in  the  urethra. 

Painful  and  difficidt  micturition,  chordee,  and  mucous  dis- 

^^^*wge.    It  has  been  customary  to  add  the  observation  of 

^'^^I'gagni,  in  which  the  urine  was  so  fidl  of  mucus  and  pus 

^  the  catheter  became  clogged,  and  failed  in  its  oflSce. 

*^  however,  is  not  to  the  point,  as  the  case  was  one  of 

P^plegia  from  spinal  disease,  and  the  state  of  the  bladder 

(i»oted  eight  days  before  death)  was  only  that  incident  to 

'^^  affections.      But    there   is    amply   sufficient    evidence 
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besides  this  to  prove  the  homoeopatliiciiy  of  Caima1»B  ta 
urinary  inflammations ;  and  it  continues  to  be  in  the  school 
of  Hahnemann  the  f ayourite  remedy  for  gonorrhoea  after  the 
most  urgent  symptoms  have  been  subdued  by  Aconite  and 
Cantharis. 

A  good  deal  of  use  has  been  made  of  Cannabis  in  affections 
of  the  eyes,  owing  to  the  symptoms  in  Hahnemann's  patho* 
genesis — "  the  cornea  becomes  opaque ;  pellicle  before  the- 
eyes  "  and  "  cataract."  For  the  first  he  himself  Touches ;; 
and  though  one  woidd  have  liked  to  know  under  what  circum* 
stances  it  occurred,  we  cannot  but  accept  it,  and  it  is  certain 
that  the  medicine  has  some  effect  in  removing  corneal 
opacities  left  behind  after  strumous  ophthalmia.  The 
symptom  "  cataract "  is  referred  to  Neuhold.  This  author  is 
recording  effects  of  the  ef&uvia  of  hemp  before  drying,  so- 
that  his  symptoms  are  valid  enough.  Nor  is  there  any 
doubt  that  his  "  suffusiones  oculorum,"  which  Hahnemann 
renders  cataract,  may  mean  this.  Celsus  (vii,  7,  14)  usea 
the  phrase  in  this  sense:  and  we  cannot  but  remembei" 
Milton's 


So  thick  a  drop  serene  hath  quenched  their  orbs. 
Or  dim  ntffkuion  veiled." 


At  the  same  time,  when  we  find  the  phrase  occurring  in  a 
of  the  observed  effects  of  hemp  without  special  mention  or 
warrant,  it  becomes  very  unlikely  that  the  author  meant  to- 
hazard  in  this  manner  so  startling  an  assertion  as  that  the- 
herb  can  cause  cataract.    We  must  wait  for  further  infor- 
mation on  this  head. 

Hahnemann's  pathogenesis  further  credits  Cannabis  with  * 
power  of  causing  inflammation  of  the  lungs  with  deliriniB 
and  vomiting  of  green  bile.  Some  recommendations  9/A 
applications  of  it  in  pneumonia  have  followed,  but  I  thiid^ 
without  warrant.  The  observations  in  question  are  ci*^ 
from  Morgagni ;  and  he  is  evidently  speaking  of  the  iiritatafilT 
effect  of  inhaling  the  hemp-dust  on  the  workers  in  it. 
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In  the  fourth  yokune  of  the  BrUieh  Journal  of  Homceopathy 
Dr.  Quin  has  recorded  an  excellent  case  of  hemicrania  cured 
by  CannabiB.  It  was  primarily  coincident  with  the  catamenia,. 
which  were  far  too  copious.  I  think  I  have  seen  the  medicine 
nuefol  in  menstrual  headache. 

The  action  of  Cannabis  on  the  urinary  tract  assimilates  it 
to  ApUj  CanthariSf  Copaiba^  and  Terebinthina ;  that  on  the 
ejes  to  Euphrasia, 

There  is  a  general  agreement  that  for  gonorrhoea  the  mothcr*^ 
tmcture  of  Cannabis  is  required,  in  frequent  doses  of  from  one 
to  ten  drops.  In  the  other  affections  mentioned  the  medium 
£hitions  have  been  efficacious. 


And  now  of  the 

Cannabis  Indica. 

The  peculiar  properties  of  this  variety  of  hemp  exist  in  a 
Ron  which  is  developed  in  it  by  climatic  influences.  This^ 
vkn  presented  separately,  is  the  substance  known  as  Has- 
^kiah,  Bhang,  Gunja,  and  Churrus.  A  tincture  is  prepared 
Ito  it  for  it  for  ordinary  practice  by  dissolving  one  part 
i&  twenty  of  rectified  spirit.  One  part  of  this  tincture, 
^Wfore,  to  four  of  alcohol  will  make  our  first  centesimal 
iflotion. 

Some  provings  of  the  Indian  hemp,  made  upon  seven 
Povons  with  tbe  tincture  and  lower  attenuations,  were 
piUiBhed  by  the  American  Provers'  Union  in  1839.  Since 
^  scores  of  persons  have  tested  its  curious  effects  upon 
^^Q&ielves ;  and  the  experiences  of  haschish-eating  have  been 
W  on  record — ^by  one  writer  with  a  descriptive  power  and 
fi^^rgeoosness  of  diction  hardly  inferior  to  that  of  ''the 
^i^iih  opium-eater."  Of  the  results  thus  obtained  Dr. 
ADen  has  made  an  exhaustive  collection ;  and  918  symptoms 
^  tbe  drug,  including  the  mental  phenomena  described  at 
qQ  length,  stand  in  his  Encyclopcedia. 

lo  possess  yourselves  of  the  characters  of  the  haschisch 


240  CANNABIS   INDICA. 

intoxication,  it  is  necessary  that  you  should  study  it  thus  ix 
-detail.    No  outline  can   adequately  present   it.      It   is   i 
condition  of  intense  exaUaJtion^  in  which  all  perceptions  anc 
^conceptions,  all  sensations  ^and  emotions,  are  exaggerated  t< 
the  utmost  degree.    Distances  seem  infinite  and  time  endless 
pleasTire  is  heaven  itself,  and  any  painful  thought  or  feeling 
plunges  at  once  into  hell.     The  least  suggestion  will  ae 
going  a  train  of  vivid  illusions.    All  the  time  a  dual  con 
Bciousness  is  present :  the  experimenter  feels  ever  and  anoi 
that  he  is  distinct  from  the  subject  of  the  haschisch  dream,  an< 
scan  think  rationally.      The  bodily  sensations  accompanying 
these  phenomena  are  not  many.     Headache,  sense  of  dryneei 
of  the  mouth  and  throat,  and  anaesthesia  of  the  surface  an 
not  imcommon ;   and  in  the  motor   sphere  there  is  expe 
rienced  at  times  the  peculiar  condition  known  as  cataleptic 
Dr.  O'Shaughnessy  thus  describes  the  effect  of  the  resin  oi 
a  native  of  India  : — "  At  8  p.m.  we  found  him  insensible,  bu 
"breathing  with  perfect  regularity,  his  pulse  and  skin  natuia 
and  the  pupils  freely  contractile  at  the  approach  of  ligb 
Happening  by  chance  to  lift  up  the  patient's  right  arm,  the  pr 
fessional  reader  will  judge  of  my  astonishment,  when  I  fou 
that  it  remained  in  the  posture  in  which  I  had  placed  it. 
.required  but  a  very  brief  examination  of  the  limbs  to  f 
that  the  patient  had  by  the  influence  of  this  narcotic  I 
thrown  into  that  most  strange  and  most  extiuordinary  of 
nervous  conditions, — into  that  state  which  so  few  have  / 
and  the  existence  of  which  so  many  still  discredit, — the  ger 
catalepsy  of  the  nosologist"* 

Such  application  of  Cannabis  Indica  to  practice  as  haf 
made  has  been  in  perfect  homoeopathic  rapport  with 
effects.    Dr.  Handfield  Jones  naively  describes  it  as  "  j 
logically  a  nervous  stimulant,  and  therapeutically  a  r 
Bcdative."     Dr.  Einger  and  others  recommend  it  in  he 
It  should  be  remembered  if  we  ever  come  across  a 

•  Percira,  suh  voce. 
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catalepsy.    I  myself  liad  a  patient  in  whom  attacks,  probably 
hysterical  at  bottom,  assumed  a  cataleptiform  character,  and 
here  Camiabis  Indica  proved  rapidly  curative.     The  exalta- 
tion of  ideas  it  causes  reminds  one  of  the  first  stage  of  the 
general  paralysis  of  the  insane.    It  could  not  control  th& 
meningeal  inflammation  said  to  be  always  present  in  these 
pttients;  but  it  might  benefit  the  excited  nervous  centres 
vhik  other  remedies  were  striking  at  the  root  of  the  malady. 
The  effects  of    Cannabis  Indica    on    the  brain  may  be 
idTantageously  compared  with  those  of  Agaricus,  Belladonna, 
OmpkoTf  OrocuSy  Hyoscyamua^  Opium^  and  Stramonium,     In 
iU  power  of  causing  catalepsy  its  only  rival  is  the  Chloride  of 
Tin. 
In  the  case  mentioned  I  gave  the  second  dilution. 


16 


LECTURE  XIV. 

CANTHARIS^   CAPSICUM^   CARBON   SULPHIDUM^    CARBO   ANI- 
MALIS   AND   VEOETABILIS^   CAULOPHTLLUM^  CAUSTICUM. 

I  HATE  to-day  to  speak  first  of  the  Spanish  fly, 

Cantharis, 

of  whicli  we  make  a  tincture  by  percolation. 

There  is  a  short  pathogenesis  of  this  substance  in  Hahn) 
mann's  Fragmenta  de  viribus  medicainenUyrum  poaiiims,  consis 
ing  of  30  symptoms  observed  by  himself,  and  75  fro: 
nineteen  authors.  He  did  not,  however,  take  the  medidi 
up  again;  and  its  full  proving  appears  in  the  first  volun 
of  Hartlaub  and  Trinks'  ArzneiimtteUehre.  It  contaii 
952  symptoms,  many  of  which  are  citations  from  records  < 
poisoning  and  overdosing,  and  the  rest  obtained  by  fi^ 
provers.  Some  very  complete  observations  of  the  action  < 
the  Spanish  fly  on  animals  have  lately  been  made  by  ID 
Cantieri,  of  Milan,  and  published  in  the  Italian  joum 
Lo  Sperimentale  (xxxiv,  9,  10).  I  take  the  account  < 
these  from  the  abstracts  which  have  appeared  in  Englif 
periodicals. 

The  primary  interest  of  Oantharis  arises  from  its  local  ui 
as  an  epispastic.  The  theory  of  the  "  counter-irritation  "  thi 
practised  has  been  much  discussed  of  late  ;  and  Drs.  Anstic 
and  James  Rossf  have  revived  the  doctrine  of  FletcherJ  c 

•  Practitioner,  iv,  156. 
t  On  Counter-Irritation  (Churchill). 

%  Elements  of  General  JPathology  (1842),  p.  484 ;  see  also  Dr.  Thy 
dals'i  exposition  of  Fletcher's  doctrine  in  Brit,  Joum,  of  Mom,,  xxvll,49 
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the  subject,  and  (as  I  think)  haye  demonstrated  afresh  its 
soondness.    We  have  but  to  go  here  as  elsewhere  to  patho- 
geneses, and  there  we  shall  find  the  explanation  and  guidance 
<i  cor  therapeutics.    It  appears,  accordingly,  that  "  blisters 
applied  to  the  thorax  and  abdomen  of  dogs  and  rabbits  will 
produce  redness  and  absolute  inflammation  of  the  pleura  and 
peritoneum,  in  patches  distinctly  corresponding  to  the  yesi- 
<ated  surfoce  of  the  skin."*    Hence  blisters  when  used  (as 
tbej  prindpall J  are)  for  chronic  inflammations  are  homoeo- 
pithic  agents,  though  [acting  by  local  absorption  instead  of 
Vf  electiye  afl^ty.    We  haye  not  yet  the  same  experimental 
proof  in  the  case  of  neuralgia,  for  which  blisters  are  now 
liemg  so  freely  employed.    But  I  haye  shown  in  other  placesf 
that  Dr.  Anstie's  whole  theory  and  practice  on  this  point  is 
honuBopathic  in  eyerything  but  name,  and  implies  that  here 
•ko  an  irritant  is  being  sent  to  an  already  irritated  part,  and 
leeds  to  be  diluted  (by  distance)  to  obyiate  aggrayation. 

But,  although  we  thus  claim   for  homoeopathy  whateyer 

Icoefit   Uisters    may  effect   in    the   majority   of    cases  in 

vhich  they  are  applied,  we  do  not  as  a  rule  employ  them. 

We  haye  medicines  which,  giyen  internally,  seek  out  imder 

^  guidance  of  electiye  afl&nity  the  part  that  may  be  inflamed 

« the  nerre  that  is  aching,  and  there  more  pleasantly  and 

^  least  as  effectually  extinguish  the  fire.     So  far  as  this  holds 

food,  blisters  are  put  out  of  court.     But  it  is  a  question 

^fhether  there  are  not  gaps  as  yet  imfilled  by  specific  medi- 

<*twii,  where  judicious  counter-irritation  might  supply  what 

k  missing.      Shoidd  we   desire   to  test  this   question  the 

^soeQent  account  of   the  yalue  of  blistering  giyen  by  Dr. 

^tttger  will  help  us.    At  present  we  use  Cantharis  externally, 

^to  produce  blisters,  but  to  disperse  them.    In  bums  and 

vildi  causing  yesication,  in  yesicular    erysipelas,  and    in 

"C^  zoster  we  haye  conditions  of  the  surface  more  or  less 

i^Kmbling  the  local  effects  of  Cantharis;  and  in  all  these 

*  Inmaii»  New  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  p.  322. 
t  Brii.  Jomm.  o/Mom^  xxviii,  826;  xzx,  878. 
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adO^ections  the  external  application  of  the  diluted  tincture  has^ 
been  attended  with  great  advantage.  In  bums  and  scalds  I 
have  often  seen  the  best  effects  from  it. 

When  introduced  into  the  system,  Cantharis  acts  as  Bit 
irritant  poison,  developing  in  all  parts  which  it  reaches  either 
by  local  contact  or  by]  elective  affinity  the  same  "  pellicular 
phlegmas^"   (as  Trousseau  and  Pidouz  call  it)  which  it 
causes  on  the  skin.    The  inflammation  it  sets  up  in  the  tract 
from  the  mouth  to  the  stomach  seems  purely  local,  but  the^ 
intestines  are  somewhat  irritated  even  when  it  is  introduced 
directly  into    the    blood.      Under   these    circumstances    it 
quickens  (while  weakening)  the  pulse,  and  raises  the  tempe- 
rature, thus  producing  a  true    febrile    condition;    and  it 
inflames,  besides  the  genito-urinary  oi^ans,  the  serous  mem- 
branes   throughout    the    body — peritoneimi,    pleura,    peri- 
cardium, and  the  cerebral  and  spinal  arachnoid.     The  first- 
named,  however,  are  the  chief  seat  of  its  action.    The  slightest 
effects  are  increased  quantity  of  urine  and  still  more  increased 
frequency  of  urination,  with  heat  in  passing  it  in  the  case  of 
men,  in  women  smarting.    In  higher  degrees  of  its  action  it 
inflames  the  whole  mucous  tract  from  the  kidneys  to  the 
urethra,  causing  pain  in  the  loins ;   scanty,  high-coloured^ 
bloody,  and  generally  albuminous  urine,  often  loaded  with 
tube-casts  and  sometimes  with  epithelial  cells ;  and  buming- 
pain    and    tenderness    in    the    hypogastriimi,    with    seyere- 
strangury.*    The  characteristic  pellicle  is  sometimes  found 
in  the  bladder,  and  has  been  voided  (say  Trousseau  and 
Pidoux)  into  the  chamber-pot.    With  all  this  there  is  fever 
and  great  restlessness.     The  genital  organs  are  similarly  and 
considerably  affected.    With  the  slighter  degrees  of  urinaif 
irritation    there    is    moderate    erotic    excitement;    but   in 
poisoning  by  the  drug  this  sometimes  becomes   painfully 
excessive,  and  is  accompanied  by  priapism,  inflammation  (even 
to  gangrene)  of  the  external  parts,  and  of  the  uterus,  some- 
times causing  abortion. 

•  See  Srit  Joum,  of  Rom.,  xvii,  648. 
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The  nerroiLs  symptoms  of  Cantharis  usuallj  come  on  some 
^J8  at  least  after  the  ingestion  of  the  poison.  They  consist 
in  deliritim — ^which,  with  the  local  throat-symptoms,  closely 
resembles  hydrophobia,  convulsions,  and  ultimately  coma. 
These  are  possibly  to  some  extent  due  to  the  meningeal  irri- 
lition  which  Cantharis  can  set  up.  Dr.  Cantieri  also  found 
softening  of  the  nenrous  centres,  especially  in  the  cerebellum 
«iid  the  lumbar  cord.  But  they  are  chiefly,  I  think,  secondary 
to  th^  renal  mischief. 

It  would  seem  that  under  fayouring  circumstances  Cantharis 
tu  specifically  irritate  the  skin.  Pereira  mentions  a  case  in 
'vbich  the  application  of  a  blister  to  the  pectoral  region  caused 
the  deTelopment  of  ecthymatous  pustules  not  only  there,  but 
in  orer  the  body. 

Correspondingly  with  these  physiological  efifecte,  the  main 

honuBopathic  use  of  Cantharis  is  in  inflammations  of  the 

urmuy  organs.    This  is  no  novelty  as  regards  their  chronic 

bnns,  for  Groenvelt  and  Bartholin  advocated  the  practice 

aoie  than  a  century  ago,  and  the  former  was  sent  to  Newgate 

iorthe  offence.*    But  to  use  it  in  acute  cystitis  and  nephritis, 

and  in  inflammatory  strangury,  was  only  possible  upon  the 

determinate  method  and  with  the  small  doses  of  homoeopathy. 

In  inch  affections  we  count  it  the  chief  remedy.    Its  renal 

tjmptoms  show  that  it  acts  on  the  secreting  tubes  rather 

than,  as  Turpentine,  on  the  MaJpighian  bodies.    It  is  hence 

inferior  to  that  medicine  in  simple  congestive  suppression  of 

vine  or  hssmaturia.    But  when  desquamation  predominates 

<fKt  congestion,  as  in  the  acute  Bright's  disease  of  post- 

soubiinal  dropsy,  Cantharis  takes  the  highest  place.     Its 

secondary  head-symptoms  are  very  significant  here.      Dr. 

Singer  strongly  recommends  it  in  this  malady  in  minim 

^Mes  of  the  tincture,  after  the  first  symptoms  have  passed 

^;  And  says  that  the  discrepancy  respecting  the  effect  of 

^^Antharides  arises  probably  from  the  difference  of  the  dose 

^administered  by  different  observers.    He  also  recommends  it 

•  See  Brit,  Jowrn,  of  Horn.,  x,  557. 
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in  the  same  quantities  in  diurnal  enuresis  in  wo 
condition  for  which  Dr.  Cooper  has  established  tl 
Ferrum.  The  influence  of  Cantharis  probably  stop 
the  lower  end  of  the  urethra ;  and  it  is  not  though 
in  gonorrhoea,  save  where  the  inflammation  extends  e 
to  cause  irritability  of  the  bladder.  But  in  those 
spermatorrhoea  described  by  Lallemand  which  depei 
spread  of  gonorrhoeal  irritation  through  the  ejaculat 
along  the  spermatic  passages,  Cantharis  is  one  of 
homoeopathic  medicines;  and  Dr.  Kidd  speaks  wi 
efficacy  in  their  treatment.* 

As  to  the  other  parts  irritated  by  Cantharis,  we  i 
the  great  success  obtained  by  Cazenave  in  the  tres 
cutaneous  squamse  and  vesiculse  by  small  doses  (ti\, 
the  tincture.f  We  must  also  take  into  account  Dr. 
estimate  of  the  drug  as  the  chief  remedy  for  pleurisy, 
as  effusion  has  taken  place,  he  says  in  his  excellent  El 
MSdedne  PraHque^  we  must  resort  to  Cantharis,  in  i 
dilution,  every  two  or  three  hours ;  if  necessary  dc 
to  the  second,  the  first,  or  even  the  mother  tincture 
hands  it  appears  quite  to  take  the  place  of  Bryonia  a 
but  he  mentions  one  case  in  which  the  last-named  e 
after  it  had  failed. 

Lastly,  we  must  consider  Bretonneau's  comparison 
the  effects  of  Cantharis  in  animals  and  diphthe: 
describes  the  concrete  exudation  lining  the  mucoi 
branes,  and  the  coldness  and  adynamia ;  to  which  £ 
commenting  on  the  point,;]:  aptly  adds  the  albuminm 
two  affections.  This  physician  naturally  suggests 
of  the  drug  as  a  remedy  for  the  disease.  I  haye  ne 
it  myself,  and  I  believe  that  it  has  disappointed  expc 
Dr.  Ludlam,  however,  in  his  Clinical  Lectures  on  Dt 
speaks    highly    of    it    for    the     prostration    whic 

*  Annals,  v,  131. 

t  TrouBseau  and  Pidoux;  see  also  Brit.  Joum.  ofBom.,  iii, 

X  JBrit.  Joum,  qfEom,,  xvii. 
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eontinues  after  the  acuteness  of  the  mischief  has  sub- 
sided; and  Dr.  Lawrence  Newton  communicates  a  similar 
experience.* 

In  its  action  on  the  urinary  organs  Cantharis  is  completely 
pinDeled  only  by  Terebintkina ;  but  Araenicy  Mercwrius  c(yrro* 
timUy  Kali  hiehromicum,  Apis,  Camphor,  Cannabis  aaUva,  and 
CopaSba  coincide  with  it  at  some  points  of  the  tract. 

The  dilations  from  the  third  decimal  upwards  haye  been 
those  commonly  used  internally.  For  external  application 
^  lotion  should  not  be  stronger  than  one  part  of  the  tincture 
to  twenty  of  water. 

My  next  medicine  is  the  Cayenne  pepper. 

Capsicum. 

It  is  prepared  by  pulverizing  the  ripe  capsules  of  the 
Otpricum  annuum,  together  with  the  seed,  and  from  these 
iBi^  a  tincture  by  percolation. 

The  pathogenesis  of  Capsicum  is  in  the  sixth  volume  of  the 
Berne  AnneindtteUekre,  and  contains  275  symptoms  from 
Hahnemann,  65  from  four  fellow-workers,  and  four  from 
ttthors.     Dr.  Allen  has  added  a  few  later  observations. 

Capsicum  produces  its  well-known  burning  in  the  mouth, 
tboat,  gullet,  stomach,  and  intestines,  along  which  it  passes, 
lad  in  the  urinary  passages  by  which  it  is  eliminated.  The 
(oadition  set  up  is  one  of  incipient  inflammation,  and  is 
identical  with  that  produced  by  the  rubefacient  action  of  the 
diug  on  the  sldn.  Local  application,  moreover,  is  not  always 
^fwmjTj  to  induce  the  latter  effect.  Dr.  Allen's  patho- 
fp^aoB  contains  symptoms  produced  by  repeated  teaspoonfuls 
^&  solution  of  Capsicum  taken  for  a  slight  cold ;  and  among 
^1^  are  a  papulo-vesicular  eruption  all  over  the  body,  with 
^ch  itching  and  biuning. 

The  common  employment  of  Capsicum  as  a  gargle  in  sore 
unoai  ia  undoubtedly  an  instance  of  homoeopathic  action.    It 

*  Mimikljf  Som.  Meview,  xiv,  411. 
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used  to  be  limited  to  relaxed  conditions  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane ;  but  Drs.  Binger  and  Phillips  concur  to  extend  it  to 
the  early  stage  of  acute  inflammation.  The  latter  recom- 
mends it  in  **  throat-coughs,"  in  which  I  have  myself  seen  it 
of  great  service.  Its  usefulness  in  atonic  dyspepsia,  espedally 
that  of  drunkards,  is  well  established ;  but  belongs  to  it  rather 
as  a  condiment.*  It  has  been  found  of  service  in  nervous 
irritability^of  the  parts  it  inflames,  as  hiccough,  and  tenesmus 
of  the  bladder  and  rectum ;  even  in  dysenteiy  where  the  last 
symptom  is  prominent.  It  should  be  useful  in  some  irri- 
tations of  the  urinary  tract :  Dr.  Phillips  speaks  of  having 
cured  a  chronic  case  of  renal  congestion  with  it.  I  am  not 
aware  of  its  having  been  used  in  cutaneous  affections,  save  as 
a  local  application  to  chilblains. 

Hahnemann,  in  his  preface,  refers  to  Bergius'  recom- 
mendation of  the  drug  in  intermittent  fever.  His  own 
symptoms  present  a  very  fair  picture  of  the  paroxysms  of 
this  disease.  He  notes  especially  the  chill,  saying  that  he 
lias  seen  it  gradually  increasing  for  eleven  hours  after  taking 
the  medicine,  and  then  declining  during  twelve  hours  more. 
Capsicum  has  always  occupied  a  high  place  in  the  homoeo- 
pathic treatment  of  ague :  it  is  found  especially  useful 
when  the  sweat  coincides  with  the  heat,  instead  of  fol- 
lowing it. 

As  an  irritant  of  skin  and  mucous  membrane  Capsicum 
most  resembles  Argenium  nitricum^  Oroton^  and  EupkoT' 
hium, 

Hahnemann  recommends  the  9th  dilution,  but  nearer 
approaches  to  the  crude  drug  have  generally  given  complete 
jNitisfaction. 

*  Dr.  Ringer  writes : — "  I  can  endorse  Dr.  Lyon's  strong  reoommenda- 
tion  of  Capsicum  in  dipsomania.  Ten-minim  doses  of  the  tincture  obriats 
the  morning  vomiting,  remove  the  sinking  at  the  pit  of  the  stomachy  tbs 
intense  craving  for  stimulants,  and  promote  appetite  and  digestion.  It 
ahould  be  taken  shortly  before  meals,  or  whenever  depression  and  craviog 
for  alcohol  arises." 


-A 
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Under  the  name  of 

Carbon  sulphidum 

I  haTe  now  to  speak  of  the  substance  known  since  its  dis- 
covery as  Liquor  Lampadii  and  Alcohol  Sulphuris.  Pereira 
ctUs  it  Carbonii  Bisulphuretum ;  it  appears  in  Hering's 
Materia  Medica  as  Carburetum  sulphuris,  and  in  Allen's 
Eneydopmdia  as  Carboneum  sulfuratum.  As,  therefore,  it 
has  no  recognised  name  in  homoeopathic  practice,  I  have 
thbught  it  well  to  designate  it  according  to  the  analogy  of 
the  bromides,  treating  carbon  as  an  indeclinable  noun. 

Proyings  of  this  substance  have  been  made  by  Knaf  in  the 
dd  school,  and  by  Pemerl  and  Koch  in  the  homoeopathic 
niiks — altogether  on  thirteen  persons.  Its  use  in  the 
maniifaftore  of  vulcanized  india-rubber  has  led  to  many 
oUervations  of  the  effects  of  inhaling  its  vapour.  These 
laTo  been  collected  by  Delpech  in  the  Union  Medicals  for 
1855.*  The  materials  thus  specified,  with  others  of  like  kind, 
IttTe  been  worked  up  by  Dr.  Hering  into  one  of  the 
iBOQographs  of  his  volume  of  Materia  Medica,  and  by  Dr. 
Allen,  who  gives  750  symptoms  to  the  drug. 

Carbonic  sulphide  is  a  stimulant  anesthetic  like  ether,  and 
tUi  be  given  for  this  purpose  by  inhalation.  It  has  too 
naoy  inconveniences,  however,  to  allow  of  its  use  in  practice. 
If  kmg  inhaled  it  causes  local  irritation,  besides  headache  and 
^ddiness;  and  the  workers  in  it  become  impotent.  The 
tfeet  which  most  arrests  my  attention  is  the  occurrence  of 
^•lasting  ringing  in  the  ears,  with  or  without  deafness. 
^  was  experienced  by  one  of  those  who  took  it  internally ; 
''^  it  is  especially  prominent  in  a  record  of  the  effects  of 
''^^•liiig  the  vapour  given  by  Mr.  T.  Wilson  in  the  seventeenth 
^^ittm»  of  the  British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy.  Neither 
^^nng  nor  Allen  have  used  this  observation.  It  has  led, 
^'^^iveoTer,  to  the  only  homoeopathic  application  of  the  drug  of 

^  an  aeooont  of  his  obieryAtions  by  Dr.  Joonet,  in  BrU.  Jaum,  of 
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which  I  am  aware,  Mr.  Wilfion  stating  that  he  has  cared  a 
case  of  tinnitus  aurium  of  some  standing  with  it  in  the  first 
dilution. 

I  should  have  mentioned  that  our  preparation  is  a  sohitioii. 
in  alcohol,  in  which  the  drug  is  freely  soluble. 

I  have  now  to  speak  of  Charcoa!,  animal  and  vegetable,, 
which  we  will  designate  generically  as 

Carbo. 

By  all  writers  on  Materia  Medica  charcoal  is  regarded  a» 
utterly  inert,  and  BAhnemann  is  laughed  at  by  Pereira  for 
filling  thirty-fiye  pages  with  the  symptoms  produced  by  the 
millionth  of  a  grain.  The  learned  writer  has  omitted  to 
notice  that  this  millionth  of  a  grain  was  obtained  by  tritura- 
tion, and  that  it  is  to  this  process  that  Hahnemann  ascribes 
the  deyelopment  of  such  extensive  powers  in  a  substance 
inert  in  its  crude  state.  This  is  a  question  of  fact,  and 
cannot  be  decided  a  priori.  The  same  answer  is  to  be  mad& 
to  Dr.  Faivre,  who,  in  VArt  Medical  for  1869,  relates  soma 
experiments  with  finely  pulverized  charcoal  with  negative 
results.*  The  division  of  the  particles  caused  by  his  process 
is  not  to  be  compared  to  that  of  the  Hahnemannic  tritura-^ 
tion. 

We  will  take  first  in  order 

Carbo  animalie. — Hahnemann  directs  this  to  be  prepared 
from  ox-leather.  Noack  and  Trinks  recommend  in  preference 
meat — beef,  veal,  or  mutton — as  the  substance  to  be  car* 
bonized.  It  probably  matters  little.  The  potencies  are,  of 
course,  prepared  by  trituration. 

A  pathogenesis  of  Carbo  animalis,  made  with  the  third 
trituration,  appears  in  the  sixth  volume  of  the  Beine  Armei' 
mittellehre.  It  consists  of  188  symptoms  from  TTfthnftTn^^'^ 
himself  and  a  Eussian  physician  named  Adam,  with  three 
from  B/aeVs  Magazin.  Hartlaub  and  Trinks  subsequently 
proved  the  drug,  presumably  in  the  same  form ;]  and  g*^ 

•  See  JBrit.  Jaum.  of  ffom^  zxriii,  232. 


CARBO.  251 

their  results  in  the  shape  of  254  symptoms  in  the  third 
Tolmne  of  their  Arzneimittellehre.  The  final  pathogenesis  in 
the  second  edition  of  the  Chronic  Dieeases  incorporates  these 
two  series  of  symptoms ;  so  that  only  the  remaining  283  of 
its  728,  whicli  are  from  Wahle,  belong  to  the  doubtful  class 
we  have  already  denoted. 

That  animcU  charcoal,  eyen  in  its  crude  state,  is  inert  ean 
hardly  be  affirmed  in  the  face  of  the  obsenrations  cited  by 
Hahnemann  from  BueVa  Magassin,  to  which  Dr.  Hempel  in 
his  article  on  the  drug  adds  some  more  of  like  tenor.     Daily 
doses  of  from  four  to  twenty-four  graius  have  not  only  dis- 
ordered the  stomach  and  bowels,  but  have  caused  the  break- 
ing-out  of  copper-coloured  eruptions  on  the  face,  of  acne,  and 
of  boils;  and  have  developed  painful  swellings  and  indura- 
tions of  the  parotid  and  mammary  glands.    In  these  very 
^andolar  enlargements,  especially  when  of  a  scirrhous  nature, 
Ouho  ftJiiTniLlia  has  a  repute  of  old  which  the  homoeopathic 
idiool  has  sustained,  extending  it  also  to  syphilitic  glandular 
engorgements,  as  bubo.    It  is  also  considered  by  some  as 
bating  a  dynamic  controlling  influence — distinct  from  its 
<ieiAical  action — over  low  states  of  the  system  characterised 
by  potresoence  of  the   fluids  and  secretions.    Noack  and 
Tnnks,  who  praise  it  here,  ascribe  to  it  a  deeper  and  more 
penetrating  action  than  its  vegetable  brother.     Dr.  Drury 
eommends  it,  in  a  high  dilution,  against  offensive  lochia. 

The  action  of  Carbo  animalis  on  the  glands  is  somewhat 
&e  that  of  Conxum  and  Hydrastis. 

With  the  exception  mentioned,  the  lower  attenuations  have 
fOMrally  been  used. 

Cnio  vegetabUii  is  generally  made  from  poplar,  beech,  or 
^'iidi  wood ;  and  raised  to  the  third  potency  by  trituration. 

Vegetable  charcoal  was  proved,  Hahnemann  tells  us,  with 
^^^  of  some  grains  of  the  third  trituration.  In  the  sixth 
^Qme  of  his  Beine  ArzneimitteUehre  he  gives  720  symptoms 
*o  olitained  by  himself  and  three  others.    A  later  patho- 
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genesis  in  the  second  edition  of  the  Chronic  IH$ea§e$  extends 
the  list  to  1189 ;  and,  as  no  additional  fellow  proTera  are 
mentioned,  the  new  symptoms  must  be  understood  as  ob- 
eeryed  upon  patients  in  the  usual  way. 

Since  the  power  of  charcoal  to  check  fermentation  and  to 
absorb  gases  has  been  known,  it  has  been  largely  used  in 
dyspepsia  attended  with  acidity  and  flatulence.    Dr.  Madden, 
-moreoTer,  from  experiments  upon  his  own  person,  has  been 
led  to  the  conclusion  that,  swallowed  in  substance,  finely- 
powdered  charcoal   acts  as  a  mechanical  detergent  of  the 
mucous  membrane,  dislodging  any  superfluous  mucus  it  may 
have  formed,  and  so  aiding  digestion.*    All  these  are  extra- 
.medicinal  effects  of  the  drug,  of  which  we  may  and  do  avail 
ourselves  in  common  with  our  brethren  of  the  old  schooL 
JBut,  over  and  above  them,  we  have  dynamic  uses  of  Carbo 
vegetabilis  which  make  it  an  important  remedy.      One  of 
•  these  singularly  coincides  with  its  chemical  action, — ^I  mean 
its  power  over  flatulence,  whether  existing  alone,  or  associated 
-with  acidity  and  heart-bum.    It  is  my  own  &vourite  remedy 
for  this  condition ;   and  I  have  seen  the  most  distressing 
'  oppression  and  dyspnoea,  recurring  after  every  meal,  removed 
by  its  use.    I  think  it  most  suitable  for  cases  where  the  gM 
distends  the  stomach  more  than  the  intestines,  and  where  the 
tendency  is  to  diarrhoea  rather  than  to  constipation — in  this 
last  feature  contrasted  with  Lycopodium.    Then  there  is  an 
^ynamia  for  which  Carbo  vegetabilis  is  specific.    It  is  non- 
febrile,  therein    contrasted  >vith    that  of   Arsenic,  and  is 
Attended  by  evidences  (such  as  blueness  and  coldness)  of 
defective  circulation  and  imperfect  oxydation  of  the  blood. 
When  such  a  condition  exists  in  affections  of  the  aged,  and 
rin  advanced  stages  of  typhus  after  the  temperature  lutf 
fallen,  Carbo  is  an  effectual  rallier.     But  I  cannot  agr00 
with  those  who  see  a  Carbo  adynamia  in  the  collapie  of 
Koholera,  and  recommend  it  to  be  given  therein. 

*  Srit,  Journ,  of  Som,,  xzyii,  64. 
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There  is,  moreoyer,  a  good  deal  of  evidence  as  to  the- 
power  of  Oarbo  yegetabilis  over  affections  of  the  respiratory 
organs.  Wnrmb  and  Caspar  esteemed  it  highly  at  the 
Lec^ldstadt  Hospital  in  chronic  hoarseness  and  in  emphy- 
sema. Bahr  thinks  it  to  be  depended  upon  in  chronic 
neglected  bronchitis,  with  emphysema,  and  in  tbe  suppurative 
itage  of  plleumonia.  Dr.  Bayes  says  that  in  chronic  bron- 
chitis of  aged  people,  with  profuse  expectoration  or  profuse 
iccmnulation  of  mucus,  with  imperfect  power  of  expectoration,. 
Uue  nails,  and  cold  extremities,  Carbo  vegetabilis  from  6th> 
to  30th  is  most  useful. 

Dr.  Thayer,  of  Boston,  speaks  highly  of  it  in  epistaxis,  anct 
Teste  in  soreness,  itching,  and  burning  of  the  female  genitals 
with  sexual  excitement — ^both  of  wbich  affections  are  in  the* 
Hst  given  by  Hahnemann  of  curative  indications  for  the  drug. 

Lffccpodium,  Verairum  album,  and  Carbolic  add  are  the 
iDedidnes  which  may  be  most  advantageously  compared  with 
Gvbo  vegetabilis.  The  latter  has  in  the  gastric  sphere  the 
nme  singular  coincidence  of  chemical  and  d3mamic  action. 

The  sixth  attenuation  is  that  which  I  have  almost  always 
lued,  though  I  find  the  third  trituration  act  capitally  in  the 
ijipepeia  of  old  people. 

I  have  now  to  give  an  account  of  one  of  the  many  indi- 
S^iumB  medicines  with  which  our  American  brethren  have 
litetj  enriched  the  Materia  Medica,  the 

Caulophyllum  thalictroides, 

l^Ptiarly  called  "Blue  cohosh"  or  "Squaw  root."  The 
^oriaet  name  hints  at  its  similarity  to  Actsea  raccmosa 
(^^  cohosh) ;  the  latter  points  to  its  main  sphere  o£ 
•ctkm. 

^^  prepare  a  tincture  from  the  root.     Caulophyllin  is  also 
^We  is  a  proving  of  Caulophyllin  by  the  indefatigable 
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Dr.  Burt  in  Hale's  New  Bemedies,  together  with  all  that  is 
known  regarding  the  drug. 

The  ''  Squaw  root/'  as  may  be  supposed,  acts  chiefly  on  the 
uterus.    No  woman  having  proved  it,  I  am  unable  to  state 
what  are  its  physiological  effects  upon  the  organ.    Dr.  Hale 
thinks  that  it  is  primarily  excitant ;  and  that  it  is  homoeo- 
pathic to  dysmenorrhoea,  uterine  cramps,  spurious  labour- 
pains,  abortion,  and  after-pains.    It  seems  especially  suitable 
to  affections  of  the  motor  nerves  sympathetic  with  uterine 
irritation  (Actsea  includes  also  reflex  hypersBsthesise).     It  has 
been  found  useful  in  chorea,  in  spasms  from  suppression  of 
the  menses,  and  in  uterine  paraplegia.    Cases  are  also  on 
record  in  which  it  has  strengthened  labour-pains,  where 
Ergot  could  not  be  g^ven  on  account  of  the  rigidity  of  the  os 
uteri;  and  in  which  flooding  after  abortion,  and  long-con- 
tinuing lochia  after  parturition  have  been  checked  by  its  use. 
In  "  false  pains  ;"  to  avert  threatened  abortion,  or  to  conduct 
it,  when  inevitable,  to  a  safe  conclusion ;   and  to  prevent 
premature  labour,  Caulophyllum  is  much  recommended :  also 
as  a  preparatory  medicine  for  women  who  have  difficult 
labours.*     It  will  probably  continue  to  be  given  indiscrimi- 
nately as  a  uterine  remedy,  until  a  proving  on  a  woman  or 
the  accumulation  of  clinical  experience  enables  its  precise 
place  to  be  fixed.    I  have  myself  had  no  experience  with  it. 
The  proving  of  Dr.  Burt  reveals  a  marked  power  on  the  part 
of  Caulophyllum  of  causing  acute  rheumatoid  affections  of 
the  small  joints,  especisily  those  of  the  fingers.     Putting  this 
and  its  uterine  action  together,  it  becomes  probable  that 
Caulophyllum  will  rank  with  Pulsatilla  and  Sabina  as  a 
remedy  for  that  peculiar  form  of  chronic  rheumatism  de- 
scribed by  Dr.  Fuller  as  secondary  to  uterine  disorder.    It 
has  made  some  brilliant  cures  of  inflammatory  rheumatism  of 

*  "  Dr.  Helmuth  informs  me/'  writes  Dr.  Hale,  "  that  he  has  used  tiie 
Canlophyllin  successfally  for  the  removal  of  those  discolorationa  of  the 
■kin  of  the  face  common  in  women  with  menstrual  irregularities  or  ntoine 
disease,*' 


AV 
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Hie  hands  and  fingers,  and  is  said  by  Dr.  Ludlam  to  be  more 
•effectual  in  females  than  in  males  thus  affected. 

I  haye  already  pointed  out  the  dose  relations  of  Caulo- 
phjllum  witb  Adcea  racemosay  PtdsaiiUay  and  Sdbina.  It  has 
some  points  of  analogy  also  with  Secale. 

The  CaulophyUin,  in  the  triturations  from  the  1st  to  the 
^th  dedmaly  has  been  most  frequently  used. 

I  have  last  to  speak  of 

Causticum, 

and,  before  I  go  any  farther,  must  endeavour  to  satisfy  your 
natural  curiosity  as  to  wbat  the  medicine  so  named  may  be. 

Its  history  is  as  follows: — In  the  Fragmenta  de  viHbics 
Bahnemann  published  30  symptoms  as  obtained  by  him  from 
s  sobstanoe  he  called  "  Acris  tinctura."     He  stated  that  it 
'vas  an  alcoholic  solution  of  the  principle  to  which  quick-lime 
and  the  alkalies  owed  their  causticity.     He  obtained  it  by 
^geating  caustic  potash  in  alcohol,  and  then  saturating  with 
Tinegar  to  neutralize  the  potash.    As  he  found  a  medicinal 
agent  still  present  in  the  solution,  he  strangely  enough  consi- 
dered this  to  be  the  caustic  principle  of  the  alkali.    In  the 
aeoomd  volume  of  the  second  edition  of  the  Beine  ArzneimiU 
Mdire  (1824)  we  find  a  more  extensive  pathogenesis  of  this 
Isr^Mtfation  now  named  "  Aetzstoff-Tinctur — Tinctura  acris 
«ne  Kali."     106  symptoms  have  been  observed  from  it  by 
Bahnemann,  and  201  from  seven  fellows ;  and  in  a  very  long 
pidaoe  the  chemical  reality  of  the  principle  of  causticity  is 
defended.    In  the  third  edition  (1833)  the  drug  does  not 
i^ppear,  for  the  reason  that  in  the  meanwhile  Hahnemann  had 
<een  reason  to  class  it  among  his  antipsorics.    Its  patho- 
goiena  had  accordingly  been   transferred  to  the    Chronic 
Dtieoaei,  in  the  first  edition  of  which  (1830)  it  appears  with 
1014  aymptbms,  including  those  which  he  had  already  pub- 
^>kA    It  is  now  called  simply  "  Aetzstoff  "  or  "Causticum," 
^  ia  directed  to  be  prepared  by  adding  to  quick-lime  a 
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solution  of  some  previously  fused  Bisulphate  of  Potasli,  and 
distilling.  The  product,  he  says,  is  hydrated  causticum.  In 
the  second  edition  of  the  Chronic  Diseases  are  incorporated 
some  hundreds  of  symptoms  communicated  by  Nenning  ta 
Hartlaub  and  Trinks,  making  a  total  of  1505. 

What,  then,  is  the  real  chemical  nature  of  this  preparation 
of  Hahnemann's  P  Dr.  Black  has  had  it  analysed,  with  the 
result  of  finding  it  to  be  a  weak  solution  of  caustic  potash  of 
varying  strength.  He  recommends  that  the  dilutions  shall  in 
future  be  prepared  from  the  liquor  potasssB  of  the  British 
Pharmacopceia.  Twenty  parts  of  this  with  eighty  of  distilled 
water  constitute,  according  to  him,  the  first  centesimal  dilu* 
tion  of  what  we  might  now  more  correctly  style  Kali  cans* 
ticum. 

You  will  decide  for  yourselves  whether  to  adopt  Dr.  Black's* 
suggestion,  and  will  then  look  carefully  to  see  if  you  get  the 
same  effects  from  his  preparation  as  are  ascribed  to  Hahne- 
mann's. In  the  meantime,  the  British  Homoeopathic  Pharma- 
copceia docs  wisely,  I  think,  in  adhering  to  the  latter.  It 
directs  the  attenuations  to  be  made  with  rectified  spirit. 

The  main  sphere  of  the  therapeutic  action  of  Causticum  has 
consisted  in  paralytic  affections  and  laryngo-tracheal  catarrhs. 
It  was  in  facial  paralysis  that  it  first  acquired  reputation; 
and  as  the  affection,  when  local,  readily  admits   of  spon- 
taneous recovery,  it  is  not  easy  to  prove  that  any  mediciiie 
has  cured  it.     But  when  so  careful  an  observer  as  Bahr 
expresses  no  doubt  of  its  anti-paralytic  virtues,  we  waj 
wisely  avail  ourselves  of  them  ;  and  now  with  the  more  con- 
fidence that  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  potash  we  ato 
using.    For  it  has  been  well  ascertained  of  late  years  thit 
potash  has  a  poisonous  action  quite  distinct  from  that  of  aoy 
alkali,  and  that  this  is  especially  seen  in  the  way  it  paralyse* 
the  spinal  cord  and  the  heart. 

What  are  the  special  paralytic  conditions  in  which  Caus- 
ticum will  prove  efficacious  has  not  been  determined.  I  *^ 
only  speak  with  certainty  of  it  in  local  paretic  states  of  tho 
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krjnx  and  bladder.     In  the  former  we  have  the  weighty 

testimony  of  Dr.  Meyhoffer.    "  The  absence,"  he  writes,  "  of 

bannonious  co-operation  of  the  vocal  cords  is  one  of  the  most 

permanent  and  persevering  symptoms  of  deficient  innervation 

in  laryngeal  catarrh ;  persons  recovering  from  this  affection 

cauiot  exert  the  vocal  organ  to  the  full  compass  of  the  voice, 

nor  use  it  in  all  its  modulations,  for  at  least  two  or  three 

weeks  after  every  trace  of  capillary  turgescence  has  subsided ; 

and  any  overstrained  exercise  of  the  vocal  apparatus,  or 

oratorical  display,  at  this  period  tends  to  perpetuate  the 

defect.    This  kind  of  diminished  vitality  is  naturally  of  great 

oonaequence  to  singers  and  public  speakers :  fortunately,  a 

ipecific  remedy  is  at  hand  in  what  Hahnemann  introduced 

into  medical  practice  as  Hydrated  Causticwm  (ElaJi  causticum), 

which  often  in  a  single  dose  removes  this  functional  weakness 

of  the  glottis,  as  well  as  that  resulting  from  over-exertion."* 

Of  the  same  character  is  that  which  Dr.  Guernsey  notes  of 

the  cough  of  Causticum,  that  the  expectoration  only  comes  up 

^  enough  to  be  swallowed  :  there  is  no  power  to  spit  it  out, 

Iq  the  bladder  we  have  a  similar  condition.    It  is  especially 

•hown  in  that,  when  the  patient  coughs,  there  is  involuntaiy 

cmission  of  urine  during  the  paroxysm.     This  is  a  well-known 

indication  for  Causticum.     But  it  has  also  been  useful  when 

BQch  paresis  of  the  sphincter  exists  without  cough,  as  in  the 

^uresis  of  children  and  old  persons. 

Independently,  moreover,  of  associated  paretic  symptom* 
(which  may  be  absent),  Causticum  is  a  medicine  of  undoubted 
P<>wer  in  laryngo-tracheal  catarrh.  Dr.  Black's  experience  is 
^ive  here.  He  relatesf  cases  of  long-lasting  catarrhal 
^honia,  and  of  violent  and  fatiguing  cough,  in  which  its 
•dnunistration  effected  speedy  cure. 

"Hiere  is  another  property  of  the  salts  of  potash  which  seems 
^  hare  found  its  homceopathic  application  by  means  of  Caus- 

^ronic  Diseases  of  the  Organs  of  Respiration,  1, 56 ;  see  also  a  case  of 
*P^.  with  facial  paraly sU,  by  Dr.  Kafka  in  VArt  Medical  for  June,  1875. 
'  ^rit.  Joum.  of  Som.,  xxiv,  470. 
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ticum.  This  is  the  increase  of  the  urinary  solids,  first  notice 
by  Golding  Bird  with  the  acetate,  and  since  confirmed  by  Di 
Austin  Flint  with  the  nitrate,  und  by  Babuteau  with  th 
chloride.  The  late  Mr.  Freeman  has  put  on  record  som 
cases  where  convalescence  from  typhoid  fever  was  retarded  b 
the  passing  of  large  quantities  of  urine  loaded  with  lithi 
acid  and  lithates.*  The  excessive  tissue  waste  revealed  b 
this  symptom  was  checked  by  Causticum,  and  the  recover 
went  rapidly  on.  In  a  similar  case  occurring  in  my  owi 
practice,  where  after  parturition  this  state  of  the  urine  wa 
associated  with  debility,  low  spirits,  anorexia,  copious  sou 
perspirations,  and  persistent  aching  of  the  mammsB,  speedy 
change  for  the  better  ensued  upon  the  administration  of  thii 
remedy.  It  should  be  thought  of  for  that  rare  form  o^ 
disease,  azoturia. 

For  possible  further  applications  of  Causticimi  I  may  refe 
you  to  Hahnemann's  list  of  morbid  conditions  in  which  it  hai 
been  useful;  to  a  paper  read  upon  it  before  the  Britial 
HomcBopathic  Society  by  Mr.  Nankivell,  with  the  discussion 
following  ;t  and  to  Teste's  article  on  the  medicine,  in  which 
he   lauds  it  in  the  treatment  of  smallpox.      Some  of  the 
traditional  uses  of  caustic  potash  and  the  liquor  potass®  are^ 
moreover,  highly  suggestive,  especially  Mr.  Brandish's  expe- 
rience with  his  alkaline  solution  in  scrofula.     Dr.  Bayes  says 
that  he  has  always  found  good  results  from  Causticum  in 
constipation,  when  the  evacuation  is  very  solid,  is  expelled 
with  great  difficulty  and  straining,  and  presents  a  shining 
appearance,  as  if  greased. 

OeUeminum  corresponds  best  to  the  paralytic  symptoms  (t 
Causticum ;  Bromine  and  Spongia  to  its  laryngeal  action. 

All  potencies  have  been  used ;  but  Dr.  Black's  success  was 
generally  obtainable  with  the  first  and  second  decimal. 

■^  Monthly  Horn,  Seview,  x. 
t  AnnaU,  ii. 
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<:iDIONy  CHAMOMILLA,  CHELIDONIUM,  CHIMAPHILA^  CICUTA^ 

CINA  AND  SANTONINS. 

I  have  to-day  for  my  first  subject  a  drug    which    we 
bow  as 

CedroiL 

It  is  the  fruit  of  a  South  American  tree,  of  doubtful 
^tedes ;  but  identifiable  through  its  extensive  native  use.  A 
trituration  of  the  seeds  is  the  best  preparation,  according  to 
^'  Casanova ;  but  the  British  Homoeopathic  Pharmacopoeia 
^iwcts  a  tincture  to  be  prepared  from  the  whole  fruit. 

Cedron  has  been  proved  by  M.  Teste  on  three  persons  in  the 
<ixth  dilution ;  and  by  Dr.  Casanova  on  fourteen  in  the  crude 
^Utanoe  and  first  three  decimal  triturations.  The  full  report 
^  the  former's  experiments  may  be  read  in  his  Matiere 
^^dieak:  the  results  of  the  latter  are  ^ven  by  him,  with 
^Qch  clinical  observation,  in  a  series  of  papers  published  in 
tk  fifth  and  sixth  volumes  of  the  Monthly  Homceopathic 


^  appears  that  in  Panama  Cedron  is  considered  a  specific  for 
**Utes  of  the  venomous  serpents  of  the  country,  and  for  its 
^'^demic  intermittents.  Teste's  three  provers  each  experi- 
^^^  &  daily  paroxysm  closely  simulating  ague.  The  chills 
^•^  on  towards  evening  ;  there  was  little  or  no  sweat,  but 
'^^  cerebral  congestion.  Teste  reports  brilliant  results 
^  Cedron  in  the  intermittents  of  Martinique  and  Walla- 
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cilia.  A  vial  of  the  sixth  attenuation,  given  by  him  ^ 
label  to  a  friend  visiting  the  island,  attained  quite  a 
tation  as  a  secret  remedy.  Dr.  Casanova's  experi 
pathogenetic  and  clinical,  point  in  the  same  directioi 
considers  Cedron  a  true  anti-periodic,  like  Quinin 
Arsenic;  and  gives  it  in  neuralgia  and  other  disord 
well  as  in  ague,  when  appearing  in  regularly  rec 
paroxysms.  The  periodical  recurrence  of  the  symptc 
his  provers  led  him  to  this  practice.  It  checks,  he  sa 
tendency  to  miscarriage,  when  this  repeats  itself  at  the 
epoch.  He  thinks  it  infallible  in  the  endemic  interm 
of  damp,  warm,  and  low  marshy  climates. 

I  am  myself  accustomed  'to  use  Cedron  with  suc4 
obscure  cases  of  recurring  chills  and  fever,  such  as  th< 
meet  with  in  persons  returned  from  tropical  countr 
have  generally  used  the  second  dilution.  Dr.  Casanoir 
that  residents  in  hot  climates  are  much  more  suscept 
its  action,  pathogenetic  and  curative,  than  others  diff( 
situated. 

My  next  medicine  is  the  humble  and  familiar 
known  as 

Chamomilla, 

by  which  we  mean  the  common  Matricaria  Chamomil 
the  Anthemis  nobili^.  The  homoeopathic  tincture  i 
pared  from  the  whole  plant. 

Chamomilla  early  attracted  Hahnemann's  attenti< 
pathogenesis  of  it  appeared  in  the  Fragmenta  de  virSm 
taining  272  symptoms  observed  by  himself,  and  thret 
authors.  In  the  third  volume  of  the  second  edition 
Beine  Arzneimittellehrey  there  are  189  additional  sympt 
his  own,  and  30  observed  by  Stapf  in  a  girl  of  nineteei 
drinking  some  large  cupfuls  of  Chamomile  tea.  W< 
two  later  provings  of  the  drug,  one  by  Dr.  Hoppe  of 
on  himself  and  three  others,  related  in  the  thirteenth, 
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teentb,  and  fifteenth  volumes  of  the  Vierteljahrachrifi ;  the 
other  by  the  Vienna  Provers'  Union.* 

With  one  of  the  Vienna  provers  (Dr.  Schneller)  I  fully 
i^gree   that    "  Chamomilla    affects    primarily    the   nervous 
system."    Its  pathogenetic  effects  are  faint  and  obscure :  but 
its  carative  power  is  well-defined.    It  is  when  the  sensory 
and  excito-motor  nerves  are  morbidly  impressionable  that 
Clhamomilla  is  so  valuable  a  medicine.    Thus  Hahnemann 
ttjB,  **  Ghamomilla  seems  to  moderate  excessive  sensitiveness 
to  pain,  or  the  disturbing  influence  which  pain  exercises  in 
9me  persons  upon  the  mind  :  for  this  reason  it  relieves  many 
of  the  morbid  symptoms  produced  by  the  excessive  use  of 
Coffee  and  narcotic  substances,  and  is,  on  the  other  hand,  less 
l)eneficial  to  those  who  remain  patient  and  composed  during 
tbdr  sufferings.    I  consider  this  observation  of  great  import- 
ttce."    It  has  even  cured  neuralgia  of  the  limbs  where  this 
^reat "  nervousness  "  was  present :  the  pains  are  much  worse 
^  night  than  by  day.     The  impressionability  of  the  excito- 
SK^r  nerves  which  Ghamomilla  so  powerfully  modifies  shows 
iUelf  in  spasms  and  convulsions,  as  in  pregnant  women  and 
joong  children.    In  the  former  Ghamomilla  effectually  re- 
^68  the  false  pains,  and  the  cramps  and  painful  twitches  of 
^^  legs,  which  trouble  the  later  months  of  pregnancy.    In 
^  latter  it  plays  a  most  important  part  during  the  process 
^  dentition.     It  probably  has  some  specific  action  on  the 
i^p  of  the  teeth  itself  in  the  gums,  for  it  gives  great  relief 
b  ordinary  inflammatory  and  rheumatic  face-ache.      But 
^ben  in  dentition  the  nervous  system  becomes  irritated,  then 
^  restlessness,  fretfulness,  and  spasms  there  is  no  medicine 
%  Ghamomilla.     Even-  the  diarrhoea  of  teething  will  some- 
^'^  yield  to  it ;  and  when  other  remedies  are  strongly  indi- 
^*Mf  Ghamomilla    in    alternation    will  help    them.      The 
'^'^^faience  of  Ghamomilla  extends  to  the  emotional  ndrve- 
^^'^^  also :  and  the  effects  of  anger  and  active  vexation — 

•  Brit  Journ,  of  Horn.,  vi,  267,  270. 
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even  when  these  go  bejond  the  nervous  sjstem,  and  she 
themselves  in  bilious  disturbance  and  jaundice — are  under  i 
control.  The  ideational  centres — the  cerebral  hemispher 
themselves — Chomomilla  does  not  reach.  Hence  when  tn 
brain  symptoms  and  epileptiform  convulsions  occur  durii 
dentition,  Ghamomilla  must  give  place  to  Belladonna. 

That  Ghamomilla — ^mainly,  as  we  shall  see,  in  very  infin 
tesimal  doses — should  have  this  ''  sedative  "  action  is  a  litt 
curious,  as  it  has  lately  been  brought  to  light  that  the  essei 
tial  oil  which  it  has  in  common  with  the  Anthemis  nobilis 
a  potent  subduer  of  the  normal  reflex  excitability.  This 
much  dwelt  upon  by  Dr.  Phillips,  who  thus  finds  himself  ab 
to  continue  the  homoeopathic  uses  of  the  medicine  in  tl 
doses  sanctioned  by  his  present  fellows. 

Hahnemann  has,  in  his  preface  and  notes  (neither  of  whic 
are  at  all  faithfully  rendered  in  Dr.  Hempel's  version 
several  other  valuable  remarks  on  special  actions  of  Cham< 
milla ;  which,  with  his  whole  proving,  I  would  commend  i 
your  careful  study.  I  have  embodied  the  substance  of  h 
remarks  in  what  I  have  now  said,  and  indicated  the  genen 
sphere  of  the  drug's  action.  I  will  only  add  two  of  Di 
Guernsey's  "  characteristics  "  for  its  use,  which  are, — in  adtilt 
"spiteful,  sudden,  uncivil  irascibility,"  of  which  they  an 
sometimes  conscious,  but  say  they  cannot  help  it;  and  h 
children  a  refusal  to  be  soothed  save  when  carried  about. 

The  analogues  of  Ghamomilla  are  Agaricus,  BeUadoitna^^ 
Coffetty  Hyo8cyamu8y  Ignatta,  and  Stramonium. 

The  facts  about  the  dose  of  Ghamomilla  are  very  curious. 
I  have  hitherto  been  in  the  habit  of  stating  as  the  general 
experience  of  homoeopathic  practitioners — as  it  is  certainly 
my  own — that  Ghamomilla  begins  at  about  the  sixth  potent 
to  manifest  its  great  curative  powers,  and  may  often  be  p^ 
with  advantage  as  high  as  the  18th.  I  had  in  my  n^^ 
recorded  expressions  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  Drs.  MaddeSi 

*  BriU  Joum,  of  Hom.f  xxiii,  630. 
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BayeSy*  Hempel,t  and  Holcombe^ — ^to  say  nothing  of 
Hahnemann's  own  recommendation  of  the  12th  as  the  best 
attenuation.  Dr.  Black  §  has  since  cited  some  testimonies  on 
ihe  other  side ;  but  these,  when  examined,  show  that  it  is  not 
tiie  lower  dilutions  of  the  drag  that  give  satisfaction,  bat  the 
infusion,  the  mother  tincture,  or  at  the  highest  the  first 
dedmal.  The  only  writer  quoted  by  Dr.  Black  as  using  the 
3rd  dedmal  and  centesimal  is  Dr.  Clotar  Muller,  and  he  says 
tbit  "the  curatiTe  results  were  but  seldom  indubitable." 
Tlie  conclusion  seems  to  be  that  Chamomilla  is  one  of  those 
drags  whose  crude  and  infinitesimal  action  are  identical ;  bat 
tbtt  there  is  an  intermediate  stage  where  dilution  simply 
veikens*  This  is  my  reading  of  the  facta ;  but  the  questkut 
n  t  diflicult  one  at  the  best. 

I  hare  now  to  bring  before  you  a  drug  whose  exhaustire 
pioring  of  late  years  will  probably  give  it  a  prominent  place 
v&ong  our  remedies.     I  refer  to  the  greater  celandine, 

Chelidonium  migus. 

The  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  fresh  plant  in  the  usual 
Bttoner. 

The  proving  to  which  I  refer  is  by  Dr.  Buchmann  of 
Abensleben.  It  appears  in  the  seventieth  volume  of  the 
^^meme  homoopathisehe  Zeitung,  and  is  translated  in  the 
twenty-third  and  two  following  volumes  of  the  British 
^^tamal  of  Homceopaihy.  Hahnemann  had  previously  given  a 
*^  pathogenesis  of  the  plant  in  the  fourth  volume  of  the 
^Ase  AnneifnUteUehre,  consisting  of  28  symptoms  from 
'^Q&self,  122  from  eight  fellow-observers,  and  6  from 
^'ithors.    Teste  also  had  contributed  some  provings  on  four 

*  Applied  Somwapathif,  sab  voce  Chamomilla, 
t  Mai.  Med.,  sub  voce. 

Z  United  States  Med,  and  "Surg.  Jourm.,  \,  sub  voce. 
{  Brit.  Joum,  of  Horn.,  xxix,  795. 
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persons  with  the  sixth  dilution,  and  the  Vienna  Provers^ 
Union  had  experimented  with  the  drug.  All  the  results  oi 
the  foregoing,  and  some  symptoms  from  other  sources,  an 
incorporated  by  Dr.  Buchmann  with  his  own — ^making  1456  ii 
all — in  the  "  schema  "  of  the  drug  with  which  he  condudei 
his  record.  I  should  have  said  that  his  experimenters  wen 
eighteen  in  number ;  and  that  nearly  all  took  full  doses  o: 
the  mother  tincture.* 

Our  knowledge  of  Chelidonium,  which  has  been  graduall] 
building,  is  perfected  by  what  Dr.  Buchmann  has  now  so  ablj 
done.  Led  by  the  doctrine  of  signatures,  the  middle-agi 
physicians  supposed  that  this  bitter  yellow  juice  so  nearlj 
resembling  bile  must  be  beneficial  in  disorders  of  the  Uver 
The  disciples  of  Bademacher  have  shown  that  here  at  letaA 
the  signature  has  proved  a  true  guide,  by  adducing  numeroui 
cases  of  jaundice,  gall-stones,  and  acute  and  chronic  hepatitis 
cured  by  the  drug.  Then  comes  Dr.  Buchmann's  proving  to 
show  that  this  remedial  power  obeys  the  law  of  similars. 
The  action  on  the  liver  is  very  strongly  marked  in  hu 
proving.  Pain,  both  acute  and  dull,  and  tenderness  of  the 
organ ;  pain  in  the  right  shoulder ;  stools  either  soft  and 
bright  yellow,  or  whitish  and  costive;  and  deeply  tinged 
urine,  appeared  in  nearly  every  prover.  In  three  the  dnn 
beeame  yellow  or  dark ;  and  in  one  regular  jaundice  was  set 
up.  Correspondingly,  Ghelidonium  bids  &ur  to  take  higli 
rank  in  our  school  as  an  hepatic  medicine.  You  will  find  a 
nmmber  of  cases  illustrative  of  its  value  at  the  end  of  thf 
prorving.  Further  experience,  however,  is  required  to  enabk 
us  to  define  its  exact  place  here  in  relation  to  other  hepatic 
remedies,  as  Mercurius,  Bryonia,  Phosphorus,  and  Podo- 
pkyllum.    Dr.  Guernsey  says  that  a  pain  at  the  lower  an^€ 

^  The  ffurness  and  impartiality  of  Dr.  Phillips'  book  may  be  estimmtod 
by  hia  statement  that  '*  exact  experiments  are  altogether  lacking  as  to  tin 
pliysiological  action  of  the  j  nice  of  Chelidonium."  Yet  he  is  acqnainttd 
with  Dr.  Buchmann's  work,  as  he  cites  him  as  a  therapeutic  anthoritj  en 
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of  tlie  right  scapula,  miming  into  the  chest,  is  characteristic 
<^it 

Next,  the  experiments  instituted  bj  Teste  led  him  to  credit 
Chelidoniam  with  a  specific  affinity  for  the  respiratory  organs. 
The  two  disorders  to  which  he  thought  its  symptoms  specially 
pointed  were  pertussis  and  pneumonia.  Subsequent  experi- 
ence has  confirmed  his  predictions  of  its  value.  In  whooping- 
cough  it  has  been  found  to  act  specially  well  after  Corallium, 
18  indeed  he  recommends.  And  it  really  seems  a  most  valu- 
ftUe  accession  to  our  remedies  for  pneumonia.  It  is  especially 
QKfal  where  the  right  lung  is  affected,  and  the  liver  in- 
voked. Teste  thinks  it  is  better  than  Bryonia  in  those  cases 
where  the  patient  is  of  blond  complexion  and  placid  tempera- 
ment All  this  you  will  find  confirmed  and  made  clear  by 
Dr.  Buchmann's  experiments  and  observations.  He  shows 
that  in  animals  poisoned  by  the  drug  the  lungs  are  found 
generally  engorged,  sometimes  hepatized.  He  developes  in 
«Teral  of  his  provers  all  the  symptoms  of  an  incipient  pneu- 
monia. And  he  contributes  from  his  ow^  practice  several 
cues  of  the  disease,  in  which  the  beneficial  action  of  Cheli- 
^ooinm  was  most  manifest.  He  corroborates  also  the  value 
of  the  medicine  in  whooping-cough,  and  points  to  the  spas- 
modic cough  induced  by  it  as  showing  its  homoeopathicity. 

Lastly,  the  new  proving  of  Chelidonium  reveals  a  hitherto 
^mknown  influence  exerted  by  it  on  the  kidneys.  Besides  the 
general  symptoms  of  renal  irritation,  an  examination  of  the 
^irine  in  one  case  showed  the  presence  of  tube-casts,  of  in- 
^vetaed  uric  acid,  and  diminished  chloride  of  sodium.  The 
>>»chief  in  this  case  was  so  considerable  that  oedematous 
•••Oings  of  the  extremities  occurred.  We  have  as  yet  had 
"We  or  no  experience  with  Chelidonium  as  a  renal  remedy. 

Betides  the  facts  embraced  under  the  above  headings,  I 
^'^  note  in  the  proving  the  severe  pains  in  the  knee-joints, 
^  the  itching  hsemorrhoids,  developed  in  one  prover  (both 
^^ttiiionally  symptoms  of  hepatic  disorder)  ;  the  dark  redness 
*>  often  appearing  on  the  cheeks,  hinting  embarrassment  of 
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the  pulmonary  circulation ;  the  chills  and  f erer ;  the  inflamed 
scrotum  and  eyelids;  the  itching  of  the  skin,  generally  in 
patches ;  and  the  periodical  toothache.  Dr.  Buchmann  also 
points  out  a  group  of  symptoms  which  show  an  action  on  the 
diaphragm.  He  esteems  it  yery  highly  in  all  external  neu- 
ralgisB,  and  gives  a  good  case  of  prosopalgia  cured  by  it.  In 
the  twentieth  volume  of  the  British  Journal  of  Homceopaikf 
you  will  find  some  cases  of  supra-orbital  neuralgia  cured  by 
Chelidonium,  in  which  also  its  curious  affinity  for  the  right 
side  of  the  body  appears ;  and  in  the  twenty-eighth  volume 
there  is  a  case  of  my  own,  in  which  a  migraine  of  this  kind, 
evidently  hepatic  in  origin,  was  removed  by  it.  I  have  ontj 
to  add,  that  cases  are  appended  to  Dr.  Buchmann's  proving 
which  hint  at  other  fields  of  action  for  Chelidonium  as  yet 
unexplored.  You  must  not  suppose,  from  Hahnemann's  66ih 
symptom,  that  gonorrhoea  is  one  of  these.  It  occurred  in  the 
case  he  cites  only  as  a  re-appearance  after  suppression,  while 
Chelidonium  was  being  taken  for  the  swelled  testicle  which 
had  resulted. 

Bryonia  and  Phosphorua  are  the  analogues  of  Chelidonium. 

The  dose  for  adults  seems  to  range  from  the  first  to  the 
sixth  decimal ;  from  the  sixth  to  the  twelfth  for  inlets. 

I  must  now  briefly  mention  one  of  the  American  indigenoua 
remedies,  the  "  Pipsissiwa,"  or 

Chimaphila. 

A  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  fresh  leaves,  bruised. 

Chimaphila  has  not  been  proved:    all  our  informatioD 
concerning  it  is  derived  from  Dr.  Hale's  article  in  his  N&i^ 
Remedies, 

There  is  one  and  one  only  point  of  interest  about  this- 
plant.      It   appears  to  have  a  specific  influence  upon  the. 
urinary  passages,  like  that  of  the  Pareira  brava  and  the 
Buchu,  which  you  know  well,  but  which  we  have  not  hitherto- 
used.    Dr.  Hale  has  found  it  a  valuable  medicine  in  cases  of 
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dysuria  with  mucous  sediment  in  the  urine ;  and  has  cured 
gleet  with  it.  Dr.  Holland  relates  a  good  case  of  chronic 
cystitiSy  in  which  it  proved  curative  after  many  medicines  had 
fiuled.* 

Besides  "PairtiTa  and  Buehu,  Chimaphila  may  be  compared 
wiUi  Caimdbis  scUwa^  Canthcms,  Capaihay  Eupatorium  purpu- 
fOMi,  and  Uva  urn. 

From  one  to  five  drops  of  the  mother-tincture  appear  to  be 
the  most  suitable  dose. 


Of  the  three  very  similarly  acting  TJmbelliferfiB,  we  have 
ifaeady  discussed  the  ^thusa  cynapium.  The  CEnanthe 
oocata  is  not  at  present  used  in  our  practice :  but  we  have 
Mme  knowledge  of  the  third,  the  long-leaved  water  hem- 
loek,or 

^*  virosa. 


The  tincture  is  made  from  the  root. 

Cicata  was  proved  by  Hahnemann  :  the  pathogenesis  is  in 
tiie  nith  volume  of  the  Materia  Medica  Pura.  It  contains 
%  Bjmptoms  of  his  own,  168  from  three  fellow-provers,  and 
87  from  authors — most  of  which  were  observed  in  eight 
ciuldren  poisoned  by  the  plant,  as  related  by  Wepfer  in  his 
^KBfttise  "  De  Cicutd."  The  poisonous  effects  of  the  plant  are 
^oUy  described  by  Hempel  in  his  article. 

From  these  cases  of  poisoning  it  appears  that  Cicuta 
^lUttes  tetanus  as  manifestly  as  does  Strychnine.  But  it  has 
^  difference,  that  it  affects  the  brain  no  less  than  the  spinal 
^'  The  cerebral  symptoms  are  various:  but  in  their 
^iiieniest  form  they  approximate  to  those  of  epilepsy,  which 
''■deed  in  poisoning  by  (Enanthe  crocata  is  exactly  simu- 
'^.  The  proving  adds  little  to  the  knowledge  of  Cicuta 
^  thus  derive  from  toxicology,  save  that  it  shows  its 
^'^  of  causing  local  tonic  spasms,  as  of  the  neck  and 

*  Brii,  Joum.  of  Horn,,  xxxii,  S4. 


-268  ciNA. 

;jaw,  and  of  developing  pustular  inflammation  on  the  face  and 
•liands. 

Cicuta  lias  not  been  much  used  in  homoeopathic  practice, — 
-chiefly  in  epilepsy  and  pustular  eruptions.  Of  the  latter 
Hahnemann  says — ^*  I  have  cured  chronic  confluent  impet^oes 
-of  the  face,  with  burning  pains,  by  means  of  one  or  two 
doses  of  a  small  portion  of  a  drop  of  the  juice,  letting  three 
vor  four  weeks  intervene  ere  I  followed  up  the  first  (when 
necessary)  with  the  second."  Teste  calls  attention  to  its 
double  action  on  the  nervous  system  and  the  -skin  ;  and  sug- 
.gests  it  as  a  remedy  for  cerebral  and  other  nervous  affections 
resulting  from  repercussion  of  eruptions..  It  is  good  for 
hiccough  and  belching  when  of  a  spasmodic  character:  I 
have  myself  cured  an  obstinate  and  long-lasting  affection  of 
this  kind  with  it,  and  it  has  relieved  such  symptoms  when 
occurring  in  cholera. 

Dr.  Lilienthal  has  a  paper  on  Cicuta  in  the  Hahnemannian 
Monthly  for  April  in  the  present  year  (1875),  in  which  he 
-directs  attention  to  the  great  hypersemia  of  brain  and  cord 
found  in  animals  poisoned  by  it,  which  die  with  convulsions, 
followed  by  paralysis.  No  wonder,  he  says,  that  so  many  of 
-our  practitioners  consider  Cicuta  nearly  a  specific  in  menio- 
..gitis  cerebro-spinalis. 

The  analogues  of  Cicuta  are  Aconite,  Hydrocyanic  acidf  and 
.  Strychnia. 

It  seems  to  have  acted  well  in  all  dilutions. 

I  have  last  to  speak  of  the  medicine  we  call 

Cina. 

This  is  the  "  worm-seed  "  of  commerce  and  domestic  prac- 
tice ;  and  is  said  to  consist  of  the  unexpanded  flower-beads 
-of  one  or  two  eastern  varieties  of  Artemisia.     Prom  it  the 
now  well-known  Santonine  is  obtained.     We  triturate  the 
latter,  and  make  a  tincture  of  the  former. 
The  proving  of  Cina  is  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Sei^ 
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AfTmetmiUeUehre.    It  contains  290  symptoms  from  Hahne- 
mann and  five  others,  and  11  from  three  authors. 

Cina  has  derived  its  reputation  and  its  popular  names  from 
its  activity  as  a  vermifuge.     That  it  does,  especially  in  the* 
form  of  Santonine,  kill  and  expel  the    round-worm    and 
occasionally    the   thread -worm,  there  can    be    no    doubt. 
Hahnemann  refers   to  this  use  of  it;    and  very  justly,  as 
it  was  given  in  doses  of  from  ten  to  sixty  grains,  wams^ 
against  its  danger.     He  adds,  moreover,  that   worms    in 
heahhj  children  cause  little  inconvenience ;  while  in  the  un- 
healthy they  are  a  symptom  of  the  morbid  condition,  andf 
will  continually  recur  after  expulsion  until  this  is  remedied. 
He  says  nothing  about  the  dynamic  use  of  Cina  in  helmin-- 
thiasis.     But  his  experiments  and  x^itations   revealed  the 
einious  fact,  that  Cina  produces  on  the  healthy  body  nearly 
if  not  quite  all  those  symptoms  whose  presence  leads  us  to* 
iQipect  the  existence  of  worms.     There  are  the  dilated  pupils,, 
with  dimness  of  the  sight  and  twitching  of  the  eyelids, 
tbe  ravenous  appetite,  the  pinchings  in  the  abdomen,  the 
itching  at  the  nose  and  anus,  the  frequent  micturition,  the- 
ipttmodic  cough  with  vomiting,  the  restless  sleep,  the  fever, 
sodtfae  twitchings  in  various  parts  of  the  body.     General 
^Tnbions   also  have  frequently  resulted  from  the  large 
4*e8  of  Cina  or  Santonine  given  as  a  vermifuge.    Homoeo- 
pathic practitioners  thus  came  to  give  this  drug  in  minute 
^0868  to  children  suffering  from  worm-aflTections.    They  calcu- 
'^  that,  on  the  principle  ^imt'Zta  similibuSy  it  might  at  least 
'^e  the  symptoms  caused  by  the  presence  of  the  parasites, 
^^OQ^h  they  themselves  remained  in  situ.    It  fully  answered 
7*^  expectations ;  and  a  curious  result  followed.    By  some 
^^licable   influence  these  infinitesimal  quantities  of  Cina 
^  only  relieved  worm-symptoms,  but  promoted  the  death 
**^  expulsion  of  the  worms  themselves.    This  occurred  so 
**>i,  Uiat  at  length  it  became  the  recognised  homoeopathic 
J**<*ice  to  dispense  with  vermifuges,  and  to    rely    upon 
^yttamic  remedies  alone.     The  pathology  of  the  day  was 
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■altogether  favourable  to  this  course,  as  it  regarded  worms  as 
a  morbid  product  of  the  organism. 

The  results  of  such  practice  have  been  partly  beneficent, 
partly  disastrous.  It  has  saved  thousands  of  children  fxoia 
nauseating  and  poisonous  worm-medicines,  which  for  them 
were  quite  needless,  as  Cina  and  similar  remedies  in  minute 
doses  did  all  that  was  required.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  bj 
making  treatment  by  the  latter  only  a  sort  of  orthodoxy  in 
homoeopathy,  it  has  left  hundreds  of  others  unrelieved,  when 
a  few  grains  of  Santonine  or  an  injection  of  salt  or  quassia 
would  have  delivered  them  from  their  tormentors.  With  the 
demonstration,  now  fully  made,  that  worms  are  in  all  cases 
introduced  from  without  and  act  as  foreign  bodies,  the 
reasonableness  of  destroying  them  directly,  where  possible^ 
necessarily  follows.  This  has  been  seen  by  most  honuBO* 
pathists ;  and  our  later  Domestic  Guides  have  ceased  to  dis- 
play the  helpless  inanity  into  which  Hering's  falls  on  the 
subject. 

Our  wisdom,  therefore,  in  the  treatment  of  helminthiams 
is  first  of  all  to  give  the  patient  the  possible  benefit  of  the 
dynamic  action  of  medicines,  that  is,  unless  any  other  be  dis- 
tinctly  indicated,  of  Cina.     It  seems  beneficial  in  all  varieties 
of  the  malady,  as  Dr.  Bayes  says  that  he  has  rep€liitedlj 
killed  tapeworm  with  it,  as  well  as  the  lumbrici  and  ascarides 
for  which  it  is  generally  given ;  and  it  acts  omni  cUm,  from 
the  twelfth  dilution  of  Cina  of  this  writer  to  the  twentieth  of 
a  grain  of  Santonine  recommended  by  Dr.  Dyce  Brown. 
What  the  former  will  sometimes  do  is  illustrated  by  an 
excellent  case  of  Dr.  Hamilton's  in  the  thirteenth  volmne  of 
the  British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy,  where  chorea  depended 
on  the  presence  of  ascarides,  and  was  cured  by  their  expul- 
sion by  this  means.      But,  unless  such  measures  speedily 
succeed,  then — if  the  symptoms  are  at  all  urgent — ^weaie 
bound  to  resort  to  the  usual  parasiticides,  among  whidi 
Santonine,  especially  against  the  round-worm,  holds  a  proDU- 
nent  place. 
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This  is  the  most  important  sphere  of  the  action  of  Cina. 
!Bat  Hahnemann,  sajing  that  it  has  more  valuahle  properties 
than  those  which  make  it  a  vermifuge,  indicates  it  in  whoop- 
ing cough,  and  in  certain  intermittents  accompanied  bj 
Tomiting  and  canine  hunger.  Teste  commends  it  in  the 
flatulent  colic,  without  diarrhoea,  of  older  children ;  and  Dr. 
Bayes  in  the  gastralgia  of  emptj  stomachs. 

Of  the  dose  of  Cina  I  have  already  spoken ;  and  I  am 
imalde  to  mention  any  true  analogue  to  it. 

I  must  now  dwell  somewhat  upon 

SoMtanine,  whose  properties,  though  involyed  in  those  of 
Cba,  are  much  more  marked  when  it  is  administered  separately. 
One  of  these  is  enuresis.  As  Dr.  Binger  writes — ''  Santonine, 
if  given  frequently,  is  yeiy  apt  to  occasion  a  great  difficulty 
in  holding  the  water,  and  thus  it  is  not  uncommon  for  chil- 
^len,  if  they  take  much  of  this  medicine,  to  wet  the  bed,  and 
to  be  obliged  to  pass  the  water  very  frequently,  or  even  to  be 
finable  to  hold  it  during  the  day."  He  characteristically  adds  : 
^this  remedy  is  sometimes  able  to  stay  the  nocturnal  inconti- 
^noe  of  urine  of  children."  I  had  suggested  that  it  did  so 
'vben,  as  often  happens,  worms  were  the  cause  of  it ;  but  in 
Ik  fomth  edition  Dr.  Bmg^r  says  that  this  is  no  necessary 
dement  in  the  cases. 

A  more  important  and  interesting  action  of  Santonine  is 
Alt  which  it  exerts  upon  the  eyes.  The  xanthopsia  caused 
by  it  has  long  been  noticed,  and  has  of  late  years  been  fully 
^todied  by  Dr.  Edmund  Bose.*  He  finds  the  derangement 
of  Tuion  produced  by  it  to  be,  in  the  first  degree,  "  colour- 
Uindness ;"  in  the  second  degree,  "  colour-confusion,"  which 
^  wuiders  to  be  the  condition  known  as  Daltonism ;  and,  in 
^  btoxication,  hallucinations.  His  inquiry  into  the  causa- 
^  of  these  phenomena  leads  him  entirely  to  reject  the]theory 
"^  which  there  is  no  proof — ^that  the  xanthopsia  is  due  to  a 

*  See  BrU.  Joum.  of  Horn,,  xxvii,  214. 
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staining  of  the  media  of  the  eye.  He  sets  it  down  rather^ 
connecting  it  with  the  other  phenomena,  as  a  result  of  con- 
gestion of  the  retina,  which  the  ophthahnoscope  demonstrates 
to  be  present.  The  colour-confusion  and  hallucinations  he 
traces  to  a  corresponding  influence  on  the  optic  nenres  and 
the  visual  centres  respectively.  The  latter  he  connects  with 
the  hallucinations  of  other  senses,  the  (evidently  cerebral) 
vomiting,  and  the  spasms  of  the  cranial  nerves,  as  showing 
that  the  drug  acts  directly  on  the  brain. 

Such  investigations  seemed  at  first  sight  to  have  rather  a^ 
scientific  than  a  practical  interest.    But  Dr.   Dyce  Brown» 
who  is  always  very  quick  at  seeing  the  therapeutic  inferences- 
to  be  drawn  from  physiological  observations,  has  done  this- 
good  work  for  Santonine.     In  conjunction  with  an  oculist 
friend,  Dr.  Ogston,  he  put  the  drug  to  the  test  as  a  remedy 
for  several  of  the  deeper-seated  affections  of  the  eye.     The 
results,  which  were  published  in   the   British  and  Foreign 
Medico-Chirurgical  Review  for  1871,  are  very  striking.*    Of 
the  42  cases  treated  31  were  cured  or  improved ;  and  these 
included  choroiditis,  retinitis,  atrophy  of  the  optic  disc,  pme 
amblyopia,  and  retinal  anaesthesia.     The  ultimate  influence 
of  Santonine  on  the  brain  was  manifest,  for  cerebral  ambly- 
opia and  paralysis  of  the  motor  oculi  were  greatly  benefited,, 
and  concomitant  headaches  removed.     In  one  case,  moreover,, 
of  undoubted  double  cataract  vision  was  greatly  improved^ 
after  some  months'  use  of  the  Santonine ;  and  with  reference- 
to  this  Dr.  Brown  tells  us  that  in  some  experiments  of  Pr  ^ 
Ogston's  "  it  several  times  happened,  especially  when  young- 
kittens  were  employed,  that  within  a  few  minutes  after  ttio 
animal  was  killed,  a  dense  cataract  developed  itself  in  tlie 
lenses  of  both  eyes.     Within  half  an  hour  these  parts  became 
quite  opaque,  the  opacity  remaining  very  marked  after  "tlie 
removal  of  the  lens  from  the  eye."     "  It  seldom,"  he  sa-ys^ 
"  occurred  to  any  extent  in  the  eyes  of  adult  animals,  nor  liaa 

•  See  also  Brit  Joum.  of  Rom.,  xxix,  44c. 
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it  ever  been  observed  to  occur  during  life."  Nevertheless, 
oinless  catamcts  are  of  spontaneous  origin  in  recently  defunct 
IdttenSy  the  tendency  of  Santonine  to  produce  them  is  un- 
^doubted ;  and  that  is  enough  for  homoeopathy. 

I  am  not  aware  whether  any  further  testing  of  the  power  of 
^Santonine  in  eye  disease  has  been  carried  out.  But  Dr.  H. 
Wood  reminds  us  that  in  1862  MM.  Gu^rin  and  Martin  had 
recommended  it  in  amaurosis,  especially  in  that  following 
acute  choroiditis  and  iritis.  (I  had  referred  to  the  record  of 
their  experience  in  the  second  edition  of  this  Manual.)  I 
myself  rely  on  it  with  much  confidence  in  that  hypersesthetic 
and  hypersdmic  condition  of  the  organs  which  comes  on  from 
continuous  fine  work,  as  in  seamstresses. 

The  action  of  Santonine  on  the  eyes  is  comparable  with 
that  of  Atropine  and  of  BigUalis. 

In  Dr.  Ogston's  cases  a  grain  of  the  drug  was  given  every 
night.  But  Dr.  Brown's  first  patient,  whose  improvement  in 
«ght  while  taking  Santonine  for  worms  first  drew  his  atten- 
^on  to  the  subject,  had  doses  of  the  twentieth  of  a  grain  only. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  two  grains  have  proved  fatal  to 
«  child. 
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LECTURE  XVI. 


CINCHONA  AND   QUININE. 


We  will  address  ourselves  to-day  to  the  consideration  of 
the  famous  Peruyian  bark  and  its  no  less  fomous  alkaloid^ 
quinine.  I  hare  had  some  doubts  as  to  the  designation  I 
should  use  for  the  bark  itself.  Cinchona  is  the  scientific 
name  of  the  botanical  genus,  and  perpetuates  the  memoiy  of 
its  introducer  into  Europe :  by  this  term  it  has  always  been 
known  in  England.  But  if  you  look  into  the  continental 
medical  Latin  of  the  last  two  centuries  you  will  find  it  called^ 
if  not  "  cortex  Peruvianus,"  then  "  china-china."  This  i» 
said  to  represent  its  native  appellation,  "  china "  meaning 
bark,  and  the  reduplication  implying  that  it  is  bark  of  barls. 
By  this  name  it  has  passed  into  the  nomenclature  of  othar 
countries:  it  is  still  "china-china"  in  Italy,  it  is  "quin- 
quina" in  France,  and  "china"  or  "chinarinde"  in  Ger- 
many. Under  this  last  title  it  stands  in  the  Materia  Mediea 
Pura ;  and  as  China  it  is  known  in  the  school  of  Hahnenuuin 
throughout  the  world.  I  cannot  refrain  from  using  the 
familiar  term  when  speaking  of  the  special  homoeopathic  naeB 
of  the  drug ;  though  for  historical  and  general  purposes  I 
shall  best — lecturing  as  I  do  in  England  and  for  Enghsbmen 
— call  it 

Cinchona. 

The  homoeopathic  tincture  is  directed  to  be  prepared 
from  the  yellow  bark,  which  was  that  mainly  used  in  tbe^ 
proving^. 
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Eahnemann   has  bestowed  great  attention  on  Cincliona. 

Its  first  pathc^nesis  appears  in  the  Fragmenta  de  mrOms, 

vhere  it  is  credited  with  122  symptoms  of  his  own,  and  99 

irom  aathors.     In  the  third  volume  of  the  last  edition  of  the 

12^  ArTmemitieUehre  Hahnemann's  own  symptoms  have 

increased  to  427,  and  he  has  pressed  no  less  than  21  provers 

into  his  sei^ce,  obtaining  from  them  575  symptoms.     There 

are  also  given  141  observations  from  authors,  35  in  number. 

Too  may  well  be  surprised  at  hearing  that  so  many  ill-effects 

luire  been  ascribed  by  medical  writers  to  a  substance  of  by  no 

iDeaiis  virulent  nature ;  and  an  examination  of  the  originals 

ratifies  the  hesitation  to  accept  them.    A  good  many  are  the 

obfions  mechanical  effects  of  the  large  quantities  of  powdered 

Wk  in  those  days  introduced  into  the  stomach  ;   and  are 

<^  so  represented  by  their  reporters,  and  stated  to  have 

^in^peared  after  an  emetic.      These  are  quite  inadmissible 

V  pathogenetic  effects  of  the  drug ;   and  I  think  that  the 

■ttss  of  those  that  remain  are  no  less  so,  for  another  reason. 

^  opponents  of  the  use  of  bark  in  intermittents,  and  also 

those  who  maintained  that  it  should  not  be  given  without  the 

pverioos  use  of  cvacuants,  alleged  many  instances  of  harm 

'^tingfrom  its  administration.     To  all  these  phenomena 

(indiiding  asthma,  jaundice,  and  dropsy),  whether  agg^ava- 

tioDsof  the  paroxysms,  their  transformation  into  other  shapes, 

^  results  of  their  suppression,  Hahnemann  has  freely  helped 

^iniself  to  complete  the  Oinchona-pathogenesis.     Influenced 

^  liis  then  theory  of  homoeopathic  cure,  he  considered  all 

^W  to  be  symptoms  of  the  Cinchona-disease,  by  the  induc- 

W  of  which  in  a  mild  form  even  cases  suitable  for  it  were 

*'^.    The  objection  to  such  a  doctrine  is  that  no  Cinchona- 

^^•ease  of  the  kind  has  ever  been  induced  upon  other  than 

H^h  subjects.     So  that  the  phenomena  are  at  the  utmost 

^<^  of  the  compound  influence  of  the  drug  and  the  disease ; 

^  are  more   probably  due  to  the  latter  alone,  the  bark 

**^  only  as  a  disturbing  influence  of  no  specific  kind.      I 

^^  therefore  recommend  you  to  expunge  from  the  patbo- 
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genesis  of  Cincliona  all  the  symptoms  which  Hahnemann  has 
cited  from  authors,  save  the  few  I  shall  mention.  For  the 
study  of  the  symptoms  of  his  f ellow-provers  I  can  recommend 
you  a  paper  by  Dr.  Langheinz,  "  On  the  relation  of  Peruvian 
bark  to  Intermittent  Feyer/'  which  is  translated  from  the 
Vierteljahrschrift  in  the  twenty-fourth  volume  of  the  British 
Journal  of  Homoeopathy.  He  arranges  some  of  them  accord- 
ing to  the  time  of  their  occurrence  after  the  ingestion  of  the 
4rug,  and  so  reconstructs  a  fair  pictiu-e  of  the  effects  as  they 
followed  one  upon  another.  He  also  relates  the  proving  of 
Cinchona  by  seven  of  Jorg's  pupils,  and  some  other  experi- 
jnents  with  it. 

Hahnemann  found  Cinchona  in  use  for  two  great  purposes, 
— as  a  tonic,  and  as  a  remedy  for  intermittent  fevers.  He 
proved  it  to  discover  on  what  principle  it  so  acted.  That  it 
caused  the  febrile  paroxysm  was  the  Newton's  apple  which 
led  him  to  formulate  similia  similtlms  as  the  law  of  specific 
therapeutics.  Of  this  I  will  presently  speak  at  length.  But 
he  also  found  that  it  produced  in  the  healthy  a  peculiar  kind 
wof  debility ;  and  that  its  "  tonic  "  properties  in  disease,  when 
analysed,  were  demonstrably  applicable  to  weakness  of  this 
very  sort.  When  used  with  precision,  under  the  guidance  of 
.the  homoeopathic  rule,  he  stated  that  Cinchona  would  do  all 
its  strengthening  work  in  infinitesimal  doses,  as  high  even  as 
'the  twelfth  dilution.  The  special  kind  of  debility  for  which 
it  is  suitable  he  indicates  as  that  which  results  from  ex- 
ihausting  discharges  or  other  loss  of  fluids.  There  is  hero 
emptiness  of  the  blood-vessels  and  much  loss  of  energy,  but 
therewith  considerable  erethism  of  the  nervous  and  even  o£ 
the  circulatory  system.  In  this  condition,  where  the  weak- 
ness is  itself  the  disease.  Cinchona  is  curative,  becaufte 
homoeopathic  to  it.  Hahnemann  reprobates  in  a  fordhlo 
manner  the  pernicious  practice,  prevalent  in  his  day,  of  giving 
bark  for  every  kind  of  weakness,  and  where  the  disease  whidi 
caused  the  weakness  was  still  present.  He  acutely  pointed 
out  that  the  best  results  which  were  obtained  from  it  were 
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seen  in  the  oonyalesoence  from  acute  disease,  and  were  just 
oorrelatiye  to  the  super-added  debility  caused  by  the^ 
depleting  treatment  then  pursued.  For  all  this  you  should 
read  the  preface  to  his  proving,  which  is  a  master-piece  o£ 
obeeryation  and  reasoning. 

This  thought  of  Hahnemann's  was  as  original  as  it  was 
brilliant  and  fruitful.      It  was  a  pure  induction  from  his; 
prorings.    The  only  attempt  made  at  precisionising  the  tonic 
properties  of  bark  in  former  times  was  the  doctrine  that  it 
acted  best  in  a  relaxed  state  of  the  solids.  Here  its  large  pro- 
portion of  tannin  may  have  come  into  play.  But  Hahnemann'^ 
doctrine  was  far  more  definite,  and  at  once  fixed  its  genuiner 
and  certain  range  of  action.    It  will  not  cure  ansemic  debility- 
like  Ferrum,  or  nervous  debility  like  Phosphoric  acid.    But 
m  tbat  occasioned  by  loss  of  blood ;  by  diarrhoea,  diuresis,  or 
exoessiYe  sweating ;  by  over-lactation ;  and  by  too  great  and 
npid  expenditure  of  semen — ^it  is  a  most  effectual  remedy. 
Nor  does  it  fail  us  when  the  discharge  is  a  morbid  one  aib 
wtlio,  as  in  excessive  suppuration.    "  In  all  these  cases,"  says 
Hahnemann,  ''  the  other  symptoms  of  the  patient  generally 
correspond  to  those  of  China."     In  one  particular  especially 
thej  do  so,  viz.  in  their  tendency  to  pass  into  a  lieciic  condi- 
tkm.    We  have  here   the   series  of  chill,  heat,  and  sweat 
vluck  we  shall  see  to  be  c]iaracteristic  of  the  drug,  and  which 
Si^  it  its  place  in  the  treatment  of  ague.    It  cannot  be  too* 
■btmgly  impressed  on  the  mind  that  China  is  the  great  anti- 
Wtic    It  is  to  this  febrile  condition  what  Aconite  is  to  the 
inx)chal  and  Arsenic  to  the  typhoid  form.    But  whether  with 
^^  or  without,  remember  that  debility  from  drain  on  the 
9>^  is  the  sphere  of  the  tonic  action  of  Cinchona;  and 
^i^  it  you  will  find  it  manifesting  some  of  the  most  beau* 
^curative  powers  known  to  the  art  of  medicine.     These - 
^^d,  moreover,  to  other  effects  of  the  same  cause — ^to  head^ 
^^  and  various  pains  and  neuroses,  to  hydrsemia,  and  evea 
^odiopty. 
^or  want  of  such  a  defining  thought,  bark  and  its  alkaloid,. 
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hitherto  indiscriminately  used  as  tonics,  seem  now  falling  ov 
of  favour.  All  recent  physiological  experimentation,  mon 
over,  has  gone  against  the  notion  that  the  drug  exerts  an 
primarily  roborant  action  on  the  system.  Quinine  was  foun 
by  Briquet  (as  we  shall  see)  to  lessen  the  force  of  the  heart* 
action  and  diminish  the  arterial  pressure,  and  also  to  in 
poverish  the  blood.  The  latter  action  has  been  studied  moi 
fully  by  Binz,  with  the  result  of  proving  Quinine  to  be  the  mos 
potent  of  protoplasm-poisons,  so  that  even  in  minute  doses  i 
kills  the  white  corpuscles.  While  such  facts  indispose  tlu 
practitioners  of  traditional  medicine  to  use  Cinchona  as  i 
tonic,  they  support  its  credit  in  the  school  of  HahnemaniL 
They  show  also,  as  Dr.  Diysdale  has  pointed  out,*  how  jusi 
was  Hahnemann's  discernment  of  the  precise  kind  of  debility 
to  which  bark  is  homoeopathic.  To  check  the  formation  of 
the  blood  by  killing  its  white  corpuscles  is  to  produce  a 
similar^effect  on  the  system  to  that  occasioned  by  actual  loss 
of  the  vital  fluid. 

We  enter  upon  a  larger  and  more  difficult  question  whett 
we  comejx)  the  action  of  Cinchona  as  a  remedy  for  intermit- 
tents.  Is  it  anti-periodic,  whatever  be  the  origin  of  th® 
malady  so  recurring ;  or  is  it  anti-malarial,  whatever  be  the 
form  assumed  by  the  disorders  so  caused?  What  is  tlw 
measure  and  extent  of  its  efficacy,  aod  what  the  dose  and 
time  of ^its  administration  ?  Lastly,  what  is  the  rationale  of 
its  action  ?  These  are  some  of  the  points  presenting  tlieiD- 
selves  for  discussion. 

And,  first,  as  to  the  facts.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  tbfi 
specific  power  of  bark  over  ague.  It  was  the  one  bright  spot 
in  the  medicine  of  Hahnemann's  day,  which  led  him  ^ 
believe  that  if  he  could  find  the  rule  of  its  action  he  would 
have  the  clue  to  a  better  therapeutics.  It  is  still  cited— •• 
by  Dr.  Latham — as  the  cardinal  instance  of  the  "  cure "  ^ 
diptinguished  from  the  "  treatment "  of  disease. t    And  it  h** 

•  Brit  Joum,  of  Horn.,  xxvii,  283. 

f  British  Medical  Journal,  Aug.  17»  1861. 
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l)6en  shown  that  '^  the  disappearance  of  ague,  as  a  cause  of 
mortalitj  in  this  country,  exactly  coincides  with  the  introduc- 
tion of  Cinchona  bark  into  general  use;"  so  that  while 
between  the  years  1653  and  1660  there  died  in  England 
of  agae  10,466  persons,  in  the  corresponding  septenary 
period  from  1733  to  1740  the  deaths  from  this  cause  were 
only  31.» 

And  now,  how  is  this  curative  power  of  Cinchona  and  its 
alkaloids  to  be  characterised  ?  If  it  is  anti-periodic,  it  will 
loanifest  itself  more  or  less  in  all  affections  of  periodic  recur- 
]%iioe :  if  it  is  anti-malarial,  it  will  hold  good  to  some  extent 
in  all  results  of  malarial  poisoning.  The  action  will  spread 
laterally  along  whichever  plane  it  occupies  in  ague  itself. 
Well ;  the  testimony  to  the  general  anti-periodic  virtues  of 
^chona  is  somewhat  conflicting.  Hahnemann  says  that 
^'almost  all  typical  diseases  may  be  suppressed  by  powerful 
^oses  of  China;"  and,  though  in  his  Materia  Medica  he 
^ndemns  the  practice  as  pernicious,  it  appears  from  some 
papers  included  in  Dr.  Dudgeon's  collection  of  his  Lesser 
VriUngs  to  have  been  formerly  his  own,  and  fairly  successful. 
I*ereira  speaks  of  it  as  "beneficial"  and  "serviceable"  in 
loanj  cases  where  "  a  paroxysm  (of  pain,  spasm,  inflamma- 
tion, hsemorrhage,  or  fever)  returns  at  stated  intervals  ;"  but 
^  does  niot  use  such  qualified  language  of  its  power  over 
a^e.  Trousseau  and  Pidoux  will  not  allow  that  it  is  an 
anti-periodic.  If  periodicity,  they  say,  belongs  to  an  affec- 
&n  which  has  not  malaria  for  its  cause,  bark  often  fails  to 
Jnftnence  it.  Of  our  latest  writers,  Wood  states  that 
"Qoinine  has  no  less  power  over  non-malarial  than  over  mala- 
^  periodic  affections,  so  far  as  checking  their  recurrence  is 
^<>ncemed;  but  that  the  benefit  is  often  temporary  only, 
^u^  speaks  less  distinctly  on  the  subject.  He  commends 
^  b  periodic,  but  also  in  non-periodic  neuralgia ;  and  writes 
^**  Quinia  appears  to  be  useful  in  some,  but  quite  useless  in 

*  Russell^  CUmeal  Lectures,  p.  355. 
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other  cases  of  intermittent  hsematnria."  Phillips  is  decidedi 
on  the  other  side.  "  It  ib  a  stereotyped  remark  in  medic&L 
works/'  he  writes,  ''that  the  more  exactly  a  nerFOos  (or 
indeed  any  other)  disease  conforms  to  a  regular  iype  of 
periodic  exacerbations,  the  more  sorely  will  quinine  prove 
useful.  As  a  general  proposition  this  is  untrue.  It  is  only 
when  the  neuralgia  is  due  to  actual  malaria  that  the  rule 
holds  ;  and  in  the  case  of  recurrent  inflammation,  or  of  hectic, 
there  must  be  either  malaria  or  else  septic  poisoning  at  work,, 
or  else  we  shall  find  this  maxim  fail  us."  It  is  evident  from, 
his  whole  work  that  our  late  colleague  speaks  from  a  survey 
of  others'  experience,  and  not  from  the  brief  space  of  his  own 
merely ;  otherwise  his  statements  of  fact  could  not  be  allowed.' 
much  weight.  He  makes  a  good  point,  however,  when  he* 
points  to  the  inefficacy  of  quinine  in  migraine,  however 
strictly  periodic  its  recurrence. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  testimony  to  its  efficacy  in  malarial, 
poisoning,  whatever  form  it  may  assume,  is  loud  and  uniform*. 
To  begin  with,  it  is  an  almost  certain  prophylactic.  Its  use 
renders  possible  the  penetration  into  certain  regions  which 
would  be  otherwise  deadly  to  the  traveller.  Then  it  is  no  less 
effectual  whatever  be  the  type  of  the  malarial  fever,  whether 
intermittent,  remittent,  or  continued.  Dr.  Maclean  shows- 
that  by  far  the  best  treatment  for  the  incessant  vomiting  and 
distressing  pain  in  the  head  which  occur  in  bad  remittents  ia 
to  give  quinine  freely.  Again,  when  malaria  manifests  itself 
in  quite  different  ways,  as  in  dysentery  on  the  one  side,  in 
neuralgia  or  even  epilepsy  on  the  other,  quinine  is  the  one 
and  most  effective  remedy. 

I  think,  then,  we  may  conclude  that  Cinchona  cirres  ague  by- 
its  specific  antidotal  influence  against  the  malarial  poison^ 
But  what  kind  of  antidote  is  it?  Does  it  act  after  the 
manner  of  a  chemical  neutralizer  ?  or  does  it  set  up  in  the 
parts  affected  an  action  incompatible  with  that  of  the  poison^ 
and  is  this  action  of  a  similar  or  an  opposite  kind?  The- 
former  alternative  has  of  late  been  widely  advocated.    Sin 
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the  researches  of  Binz  and  others  have  shown  how  potent  a- 
poison  is  quinine  to  all  protoplasm,  the  hypothesis  has  been 
framed  that  malaria  consists  of  an  abimdance  of  low  organ- 
isms,  and  that  bark  antidotes  it  by  destroying  these.    I  think 
that  seyeral  considerations  concur  to  render  such  a  theory 
ontoiable.    One  is  that  the  dose  of  quinine  which  suffices  to^ 
core  an  intermittent  is  often  far  too  small  to  afEect  the  vitality 
of  the  supposed  microzymes.   I  will  not  bring  forward  homoeo- 
pathic eiperience,  but  will  content  myself  with  referring  to  • 
the  treatment  of  ague  by  subcutaneous  injection  of  the  drug. 
It  is  found  that  by  this  method  doses  of  two  grains  each, 
repeated  every  fourteen  or  twenty  days,  are  generally  suffi- 
dent  to  check   the  paroxysms  and  prevent  relapse:     the 
mannmm  quantity  required  in  the  worst  cases  was  from 
>ix  to  ten  grains,  and  the  maximum  frequency  of  injec- 
tion every  day  or  two.*      Still   better   results   have   been 
obtabed:    but   I   give   these  as  easily  credible.     On  the 
<>ther  side.  Dr.  Buchanan  Baxter  has  ascertainedf  that  the 
vitality  of  microzymes   is  suspended  only,  not  annihilated,. 
hj  quinine    in  such  proportions  as  the   animal   body  can 
hear  in  its  blood.    But  the  crucial  test  is  afforded  here,  as- 
P^efioosly,  by  the  extension  of  the  plane  of  action.     Quinine 
u  not  the  only  protoplasm-poison.     Strychnia  and  Mercuric^ 
^oride  have  the  same  property  in  less  degree ;  yet  they  have 
little  or  no  power  over  intermittents.     So  also  bark  is  not  the 
^7  febrifuge ;  but  the  other  substances  which  resemble  it  in- 
^  power  exercise  no  conmion  destroying  agency  over  infu- 
loria.     Some  have  it,  as  Dr.  Baxter  has  ascertained  with 
'^S^  to  beeberine  and  picric  acid ;  but  no  one  would  think 
^  Mcribing  it  to  willow-bark,  black  pepper,  chamomile,  and 
*^Wehs,  whose  repute  against  intermittents  is  nevertheless.. 
««>«iderable. 

^  cannet  therefore  assent  to  the  hypothesis  that  bark  cures- 
*^  ^  destroying  in  the  blood  the  microzymes  which  cause - 

•  Lond,  Med.  Record,  ii,  333. 
t  FractUioner,  xi,  842. 
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it.     My  conclusion  accordingly  must  be  that  it  antidote 
malaria  by  setting  up,  in  the  parts  that  are  or  would  I 
affected  by  it,  an  action  incompatible  with  its  own.     In  this 
am  supported  by  the  high  authority  of  Bretonneau,  of  Trooi 
seau  and  Pidoux,  and  of  the  elder  Wood.    "  I  know,"  tfa 
latter  writes,  "no  better  explanation  of  the  anti-periodi 
property  than  that  which  supposes  it  to  depend  upon  tli 
powerful  influence  exercised  by  the  remedy  upon  the  neiroi: 
centres,  through  which  probably  the  paroxysms  are  produoe< 
Every  consideration  in  connection  with  the  peculiarities  < 
regular  intermittent  diseases  leads  to  the  conclusion,  that  tb 
paroxysms  are  produced  by  an  influence  acting  through  tli 
cerebral  centres,  without  which  the  result  would  not  tal 
place.     Now,  if  these  cerebral  centres  can  be  preoccupied  h 
a  strong  impression  from  some  other  source,  they  may  I 
rendered  insensible  to  the  morbid  influence,  and  the  paroxysm 
therefore,  set  aside.    Quinia  is  characterised  by  its  dispositic 
to  act  energetically  upon  certain  nervous  centres,  which  a 
probably  the  same  as  those  through  which  the  cause  of  t 
disease  operates.    Quinia,  therefore,  interrupts  the  success 
of  the  paroxysms;  and,  as  they  are  sustained,  probably 
part  at  least,  either  by  habit,  or  by  some  chain  of  mo 
action  passing  insensibly  from  one  paroxysm  to  the  sue 
ing,  the  interruption  is  either  permanent,  or  continues 
the  original  cause  may  reassume,  in  some  mysterious  w 
original  activity,  and  produce  a  relapse  in  the  now  ungr 
system." 

We  are  thus  prepared  for  the  question  whether 
homoeopathic  to  ague,  whether  this  prerogative  insf 
specific  therapeutics  conforms  to  the  principle  nmiliae 
This  question  is  sometimes  put  thus — Can  the  drug  c 
it  ever  caused,  an  intermittent  fever  ?    But  even  tJ 
had  to  answer  in  the  negative,  the  homoeopathicj 
remedy  would  not  be  disproved.    It  is  rare  that 
excite  concrete  diseases ;  and  if  is  quite  unnecess 
practical  carrying  out  of  the  rule  "let  likes  be 
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likes  "  that  thej  should  do  so.  For  this,  and  for  the  demon- 
stratioii  of  similaritj  in  a  remedy,  it  is  sufficient  that  it  is 
seen  working  in  the  same  direction  as  the  disease  ; — that  it 
affects  the  same  parts,  and — so  far  as  its  action  goes — in  a 
similar  manner. 

Now  of  such  homoeopathicitj  of  bark  to  ague  we  have 
abimdant  eridence.  I  will  not  dwell  on  mere  assertions, 
though  sereral  of  these  might  be  cited  from  out  of  the  ranks 
of  the  old  school  to  corroborate  that  of  Hahnemann.*  But 
from  the  elaborate  discussion  of  the  question  carried  on  bj 
Br.  Langheinz,  and  also  bj  Dr.  Sogers  in  his  tractate  entitled 
The  FrcHfnt  State  of  Therapeutics,  I  will  cull  two  or  three 
tctoal  observations  bearing  on  the  point. 

The  first  is  a  case  of  tertian  fever  in  a  child,  which  was 
Crested  bj  grain  doses  of  quinine  every  two  hours  during  the 
iBtenral.  After  the  third  dose  there  appeared  a  rigor,  fol- 
lowed by  heat  and  sweat ;  the  whole  attack  lasting  forty-five 
Bunutes.  The  same  thing  happened  after  each  succeeding 
^;  and  one  of  the  attacks  was  witnessed  by  the  reporting 
fltjiician,  who  describes  it.  It  was  a  typical  ague  on  a  small 
*ile,  with  thirst  during  the  heat.  The  tertian  paroxysm  re- 
*^oied  once  at  the  expected  time,  but  in  less  force  ;  and,then 
<4ine  no  more.  The  bark  fever  also,  after  growing  slighter  and 
iilighter,  disappeared  ;  and  the  patient  became  and  continued 
^  But  it  may  be  said  that  this  was  not  a  pure  experiment, 
M  the  patient  was  already  suffering  from  ague :  and  if  I  were 
endeavouring  to  prove  that  Cinchona  can  cause  intermittent 
ferer  in  the  healthy,  the  objection  would  be  valid.  When, 
■<>weTer,  my  object  rather  is  to  ascertain  the  direction  in 
^h  it  acts,  the  modus  operandi  of  its  curative  working,  then 
'^  an  observation  is  most  illuminative.  It  shows  the  drug 
^  every  dose  exciting  a  miniature  paroxysm  of  the  disease, 
^^  the  susceptibility  of  the  system  for  both  bark  and 
^'^^Ittia  was  exhausted.    It  tells  the  same  story  as  that  which 

*  See  thetestimoniefl  of  Aaber  and  Qoedorf  in  Langheinz*  article,  and 
^  Weitenweber  and  Qdtz  in  Monthly  ffom.  Mstnew,  x,  760. 
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we  shall  hereafter  meet  with  when  we  speak  of  Thuja ;  whew 
we  shall  see  this  medicine,  given  continuously  to  a  sufferer' 
from  warts,  excite  two  crops  of  new  ones,  whose  dying  away 
was  followed  in  a  short  time  by  the  disappearance  of  the  old" 
enemies. 

But  we  have  further  testimony.  In  Dr.  Langheinz'  paper 
you  may  read  a  case  in  which  a  patient  convalescing  front 
typhoid,  and  taking  half-grain  doses  of  quinine,  had  what  the^ 
reporter  calls  "  a  well-marked  fit  of  ague  "  after  each  dose. 
The  medicine  was  omitted  for  ten  days;  but  on  its  being* 
prescribed  again,  in  the  form  of  decoction  of  bark,  the  same 
phenomena  followed.  Three  other  cases  are  cited  by  this 
writer  in  which  quinine  given  to  patients  affected  with  other 
diseases  caused  in  them  a  single  or  (as  in  one  of  them)  a 
double  paroxysm  of  fever,  i.  e.  of  the  typical  sequence  of  chill,, 
heat,  and  sweat.  If  you  will  have  experiments  on  the  healthy, 
you  will  find  some  there  from  Wittman,  in  which  the  same- 
phenomenon  appeared ;  or  I  may  refer  you  to  Hahnemann's 
provings  of  Cinchona  and  Noack's  (of  which  I  shall  presently 
speak)  of  Quinine,  in  which  it  was  of  no  unfrequent  occur- 
rence. If  you  wish  for  such  experiments  on  a  larger  scale,  I 
may  refer  you  to  the  report — cited  by  the  same  writer— of  the 
health  of  the  workmen  in  the  quinine  manufactory  at  Frank- 
fort-on-Maine.  From  this  it  appears  that  most  of  those  whO' 
are  much  exposed  to  the  dust  of  the  bark  sooner  or  later 
get  an  attack  of  fever,  consisting  of  one  violent  paroxysm  of 
chill  and  heat;  after  which  they  seem  to  become  insus- 
ceptible. 

I  will  gum  up  in  the  words  of  Trousseau  and  Pidoux^ 
"  Daily  observation,  says  M.  Bretonneau,  proves  that  Cin- 
chona given  in  a  strong  dose  determines,  in  a  great  number^ 
of  subjects,  a  very  marked  febrile  movement.    The  character^r 
of  this  fever,  and  the  epoch  at  which  it  manifests  itself, 
in  different  individuals.    Most  frequently  tinnitus  auriui 
deafness,  and  a  sort  of  intoxication  precede  the  invasion 
this  fever ;  a  light  rigor  then  is  added,  a  dry  heat  accoi 
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panied  by  headache  succeeds  the  first  symptoms,  subsides 
gradually,  and  ends  in  moisture.  Far  from  yielding  to  new 
«nd  stronger  doses  of  the  drug,  the  fever  caused  by  the 
absorption  of  the  active  principle  of  Cinchona  does  not  fail  to 
be  exasperated."  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  these  authors  do 
violence  to  history  and  truth  by  claiming  this  discovery  for 
Bretonneau,  instead  of  acknowledging  it  as  Hahnemann's. 

Now  it  is  no  answer  to  such  facts  as  these  to  point  to  the 
'exceptional  nature  of  their  occurrence, — to  bring  forward  the 
number  of  patients,  workmen,  and  even  experimenters  in 
▼horn  Cinchona  and  quinine  have  produced  no  such  symp- 
toms.   Dr.  Diysdale  has  well  shown  that  there  are  two 
^^laases  of  drug-effects,  which  he  names  absolute  and  con- 
tingent ;  the  one  resxQting  in  almost  every  subject  of  the 
influence,  as  the  mydriasis  of  Belladonna,  the  other  requiring 
for  its  development  a  special  susceptibility  on  the  part  of  the 
prorer,  and,  like  disease  itself,  not  to  be  produced  at  will.    It 
is  ijniptoms  of  this  contingent  order  which  most  closely 
Kttenible  the  phenomena  of  idiopathic  disease,  and  avail  best 
for  the  working  out  of  the  rule  similia  similibus.     Of  such 
Und  is  the  fever  of  bark.    I  think  that  the  evidence  I  have 
adduced  is  quite  sufficient  to  show  that  the  aguish  paroxysm 
0^7  he  and  has  been  induced  by  the  drug;    and  this  is 
<iK>Qgh  to  outweigh  hundreds  of  instances  in  which  it  has 
^iled  80  to  act.    It  is  enough,  moreover — since  there  are  no 
<f posite  facts  on  record  which  suggest  that  it  is  antipathic 
H;o  justify  the  conclusion  that  it  is  homoeopathic  to  the 
^ttease  it  cures.* 

This  question  is  of  so  much  importance  to  the  argument  for 
^d  against  homoeopathy  as  a  therapeutic  method,  that  I  have 
S^  into  it  at  greater  length  than  I  should  otherwise  have 
*^  justified  in  doing.  But  its  determination  has  also  a 
P'^ctical  bearing  on  the  use  of  the  remedy.    If  it  cures  ague 

*  Tht  abfeDce  of  tnbsequent  periodical  recurrence  of  the  fever  indaced 
y  Urk  b  of  DO  importance  to  the  question.  The  deficiency  can  be  supplied 
'^  ^>«ttinent  by  the  repetition  of  the  dose. 


M  CINCHONA. 

by  destroying  microzymes,  it  must  be  given  in  large  an^ 
frequently  repeated  doses  so  as  to  saturate  the  blood  up  t< 
their  perishing  point.  If  it  acts  by  giving  the  nervous  systen 
a  shock,  as  Dr.  Wood  seems  to  suggest,  it  is  best  adminis 
tered  in  single  full  doses  to  cinchonism  shortly  before  ead 
expected  paroxysm.  But  if  ''substitutive"  here,  as  else 
where,  means  "homoeopathic,"*  then  no  such  violent  mea 
sures  are  required ;  and  we  need  only  proportion  our  doses  U 
the  severity  of  the  disease,  giving  them  with  moderat 
frequency  during  the  interval.  And  again,  i^  Cinchona  curei 
in  virtue  of  its  homoeopathicity,  it  will  cure  most  effectually 
when  most  homoeopathic,  and  less  so  as  the  type  of  the  fev& 
departs  from  that  which  it  causes;  till  at  length  we  shal 
come  into  a  region  where  it  will  not  cure  at  all,  even  thougl 
it  may,  if  given  in  sufficiently  large  doses,  suppress  thi 
paroxysms. 

Now  these  corollaries  just  express  the  experience  of  homcBO 
pathists  in  the  treatment  of  intermittent  fever.     Hahneman 
says,  in  his  preface  to  Cinchona,  that,  when  all  the  symptoD 
correspond,  a  single  small  dose  of  bark  given  directly  aft 
the  attack,  previous  to  the  elements  of  a  new  paroxysm  havi 
accimiulated  in  the  system,  will  cure  the  ague  then  and  thf 
He  does  rrot  here  specify  what  these  corresponding  symptr 
must  be.     But  from  some  of  his  notes  to  the  proving  we  i 
gather  them  to  be — thirst  just  before  and  after  the  hot  sb 
commencement  of  the  paroxysm  with  some  accessory  s; 
toms,  as  palpitation,  anxiety,  nausea,   great  thirst,  a 
hunger,  pressing   pain  in  the  hypogastrium,  or  head 
distension  of  the  external  veins ;   aod  rush  of  blood  ^ 
head.     Dr.  Baycs,  who   saw  much  of  ague  in  Cam! 
cured  the  majority  of  his  cases  with  the  third  and 
dilutions.     He  states  that  "  in  intermittent  fever  the 
toms  which  most  strongly  indicate  china  are  where  tb 
the  hot  stage,  and  the  perspirations  are  generally  ev( 

•  See  p.  117. 
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well  marked,  and  there  is  a  distinct  intermission  of  compara*- 
tiye  health.  There  is  a  loud  rumbling  in  the  head,  sense  of 
constriction  from  ear  to  ear  over  the  vertex,  great  sensibility 
to  currents  of  air,  sinking  at  the  epigastrium,  a  feeling  of 
emptiness  without  hunger  or  of  hunger  easily  appeased,, 
oontractive  pain  under  the  lower  left  ribs,  sometimes  a  sense 
of  fluttering,  mental  depression  with  irritability." 

I  haye  entered  into  Hies^minutice  because  it  is  by  attending 
to  them  that  the  most  brilliant  cures  are  made,  and  with  the 
smallest  and  least  frequent  doses.  But  I  am  bound  to  say 
th&t  I  think  the  good  to  be  done  by  attempting  such  precise 
poctice  is  fax  outweighed  by  the  disadvantages  it  entails. 
hi  the  pursuit  of  the  exact  simiUimwm  through  an  intermin- 
tUe  Hst  of  not  always  trustworthy  symptoms  time  is  lost  and 
Appointment  incurred.  Bark  is  passed  by  because  the 
correspondence  is  not  exact ;  whereas  it  is  sufficiently  close  to 
enable  it  to  cure  quite  satisfactorily,  even  if  the  doses  must  be 
a  little  larger  and  the  repetitions  rather  more  frequent  than 
would  otherwise  be  necessary.  The  result  is  that  Dr.  Eogers 
i>aUe  to  make  a  point  against  homoeopathy,  that  its  treat- 
ment of  ague  is,  by  the  statements  and  confessions  of  its  own 
'dberents,  not  so  successful  as  that  of  the  old  school ;  and  this 
eimpl J  through  its  neglect  of  quinine.  It  ought  not  to  be 
possible  to  substantiate  such  a  charge,  as  I  must  confess  Dr. 
Rogers  to  have  done  ;  and  I  must  again  advocate,  as  I  have 
<^  done  before,  the  treatment  of  all  recent  and  simple 
S^with  quinine  alone.  When  these  display  the  regular 
*e^  of  chill,  heat,  and  sweat,  unmarked  by  any  special 
P^omena,  the  remedy  is  pretty  well  infallible.  The  objec- 
oon  that  it  merely  "  suppresses  the  paroxysms  "  and  does  not 
'esBy  cure  the  disease  has  no  weight  here ;  for  in  such  recent 
^**s  the  paroxysm  is  the  disease,  and  in  its  repeated  recur- 
'^'^  lies  all  secondary  evil  which  may  occur.  Nor  can  any 
T*''*^  be  done,  even  in  case  of  failure,  while  moderate  dosage 
*  Practised ;  and  here,  as  quinine  cures  rapidly  if  at  all,  little 
iieed  be  lost  before  resorting  to  other  means. 
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I  am  glad  to  be  supported  in  this  position  by  one  of  the 
-veteran  homoeopathists  of  the  United  States,  Dr.  Jeanes.  In 
a  paper  recently  read  before  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Society 
♦on  "Intermittent  Fever,"*  he  maintains  that  the  power ol 
Cinchona  and  i,ts  alkaloid  to  check  the  progress  of  agne  is  a 
.great  boon  to  humanity,  and  one  of  which  we  should  Doi 
hesitate  to  avail  ourselves,  even  though  we  have  to  use 
massive  doses  for  the  purpose.  ^On  the  other  side  I  fall; 
•iconcur  in  all  that  has  been  said,  by  Dr.  Hirschf  and  othen, 
on  the  evil  of  forcing  a  suspension  of  the  paroxysms  by  need* 
iessly  large  doses — ^using,  as  Dr.  Drysdale  puts  it,  a  surpltui 
of  physiological  action,  instead  of  suffering  the  whole  of  thii 
to  be  absorbed  into  the  therapeutic  operation.  Such  practioe 
is  especially  to  be  reprobated  in  cases  of  long  standing,  where 
cachexia  is  established.  Here  the  more  minute  and  spe^ 
cialised  homoeopathic  treatment  has  time  to  be  carried  cat, 
.and  repays  the  trouble ;  and  in  this  bark  is  rarely  indicated 
ior  chronic  intermittents. 

I  have  now  said  enough  upon  the  two  great  actions  d 
Cinchona,  its  tonic  and  its  febrifuge  properties.  But  ovei 
.and  above  all  this,  Cinchona  does  good  service  to  ns  in 
several  ways,  most  of  which  Hahnemann  himself  has  pointed 
out.  It  appears  from  the  pathogenetic  symptoms,  he  sajs* 
that  it  will  cure  only  a  small  number  of  diseases.  He  M 
specifies  the  kind  of  ague  in  which  it  is  febrifuge  and  d 
weakness  where  it  is  tonic,  as  we  have  already  seen.  And 
.then  he  goes  on — 

1.  "  The  primary  effect  of  China  is  to  open  the  bowels  i 
hence  it  will  cure  certain  kinds  of  diarrhoea,  provided  the 
other  symptoms  correspond." 

This  is  a  curious  effect  of  a  substance  containing  so  moch 
tannin,  yet  it  occurred  repeatedly,  both  in  Hahnemann's  and 
in  Jorg's  experiments,  and  has  been  observed  also  in  ih6 
workers  in  bark  at  the  Paris  manufactories.     I  have  r^ 

•  See  Brit.  Joum,  of  Rom.t  xxxii,  723. 
t  Ihid.,  XXV,  406. 
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peatedlj  verified  it  in  practice,  both  in  acute  and  chronic 
diarrhoea.  The  latter  must  be  of  a  passiye  and  painless 
character  to  call  for  it;  when  enteritic  or  xQcerative  it 
lequires  Arsenic  and  remedies  of  that  kind.  But  in  acute 
hmmer  diarrhoea — not  that  of  autumn,  which  is  more  profuse 
and  bilioufl — severe  griping  pain  is  nearly  always  present ; 
>nd  the  first  effect  of  the  China  is  to  relieve  this,  after  which 
the  flux  itself  ceases.  China  is  also  one  of  the  remedies 
for  Henteria. 

2.  "  The  frequent  and  morbid  excitement  of  the  sexual 
(ffgans,  resulting  in  an  involuntary  emission  of  semen,  and 
<M8ed  even  by  slight  abdominal  irritations,  is  permanently 
Klie?ed  by  China." 

Sexual  excitement  was  noticed  by  several  of  Jorg's  provers 
tnd  by  Hahnemann  himself :  Dr.  Phillips  says  that  all  the 
alkaloids  of  Cinchona  w^  cause  it.  The  condition  Hahne- 
mann describes  is  just^hat  left  behind  by  a  too  frequent 
^(petition  of  such  excitement,  especially  of  an  abnormal 
Und. 

3. "  Pain  which  is  excited  by  merely  moving  the  aflFected 
pttts,  and  which  gradually  rises  to  the  most  fearful  height, 
W  frequently  been  cured  by  a  single  drop  of  the  twelfth 
dflntion  of  China,  even  when  the  attack  had  returned  fre- 
^icntly."  In  another  place  he  notes  of  the  pains  of  China, 
ttat  they  are  "  increased  by  motion,  and  especially  by  touch- 
iiig  the  affected  parts ;  and  also  characterised  by  this,  that 
4e  pain,  though  it  may  have  disappeared  for  the  moment, 
*»y  be  excited  again  by  simply  touching  the  parts,  when  it 
fc^quently  becomes  horrid  and  intolerable." 

Neuralgic  and  rheumatic  pains,  having  these  features,  may 
^  controlled  by  China ;  they  are  said  to  be  specially  of 
drawing  character. 

Hahnemann  indicates  -China  also  in  certain  forms  of 
jaundice,  in  humid  gangrene  of  the  outer  parts,  and  in  suppu- 
ration of  the  lungs.  And  lastly  he  lays  down  that  "  bark 
^  scarcely  ever  be  useful  except  where  the  nightly  rest  of 

19 
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the  patient  is  disturbed  similarly  to  the  disturbance  which 
characterises  China ;"  of  which  disturbance  he  says :  ^'  China 
is  characterised  by  restless  night-sleep,  with  dreams  causing 
anxiety  and  starting ;  when  waking  from  these  dreams  one 
finds  it  difficult  to  come  to  one's  senses,  or  the  anxiety 
continues." 

I  haTC  cited  these  remarks  of  Hahnemann's  at  length,  as 
he  has  evidently  studied  China  very  closely.  Its  patho- 
genesis abounds  with  references  from  one  symptom  to 
another,  which  only  appear  elsewhere  under  *^  Pulsatilla. 
There  is  little  to  add  to  the  enumeration  of  the  curative 
powers  of  the  drug.  I  may  mention  its  value,  however,  in 
that  relaxed  state  of  the  ligaments  of  the  joints  which  makes 
them  (especially  the  ankles)  ache  after  any  exertion.  I  may 
say,  moreover,  that  it  seems  to  excite  the  ovario-uterise 
functions  so  as  to  convert  the  existing  catamenia  into  ft 
haemorrhage — the  blood  coming  away  in  black  lumps.  It  ib 
thus  homoeopathic  to  a  form  of  menorrhagia  itself,  as  weU  as 
to  the  debility  it  occasions. 

As  an  anti-malarious  agent,  Cinchona  compares  with 
Arsenic  and  Cedron  ;  as  a  tonic,  with  Femun. 

For  dose  Hahnemann  recommends  the  twelfth  dilution.  I 
confess,  however,  that  save  for  nervous  conditions  I  hsiB 
never  found  it  necessary  to  go  above  the  first ;  and  for  the 
hectic  of  suppuration  the  mother-tincture  seems  to  u^ 
best. 

In  connection  with  Cinchona  it  is  necessary  to  speak  of  one 
at  least  of  its^alkaloids,  which,  for  consistency  of  nomeo- 
clature,  should  be  called — as  now  it  often  is — 

QiUnia. — ^This  substance,  commonly  used  in  the  f  onn  d  • 
sulphate  and  called  Quinine,  has,  since  its  discovery  in  18tt 
gradually  taken  the  place  of  the  powdered  bark  as  a  reoiB^ 
for  ague.  It  has,  moreover,  manifested  such  decided 
physiological  properties  of  its  own,  that  it  has  been  though 
worthy  of  a  special  [proving,  which  it  has  received  «t  the 
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bands  of  Dr.  Alphonae  Noack,  of  Lyons.  I  faaye  not  access 
to  the  original  record ;  but  a  full  account  of  his  experiments 
is  giyen  in  the  first  Yolume  of  the  Beoue  de  la  MaUere 
MiMcdU  Speeifique.  Much  information,  moreover,  as  to  the 
physiological  action  of  Quinine  ia  contained  in  M.  Briquet's 
TnUe  de  QtUnqmna  (Fbris,  1653). 

So  fitf  as  the  pathogenetic  properties  of  Quinine  have 
lelation  to  its  use  in  intermittent  fever,  they  have  already 
<OBe  before  us.  But  experiment  reveais  other  actions 
^ttitad  bj  it»  which  have  to  be  considered  and  utilised ;  while 
^  extensive  use  as  a  medicine  makes  it  necessary  that  we 
Ao«U  form  a  precise  apprehension  of  what  can  be  wisely  and 
^  done  with  it. 

1.  Let  OS  first  consider  the  group  of  phenomena  entitled 
^QDchoniam,"  and  readily  induced  by  full  doses  of  .Quinine, 
Aflir  seat  is  the  head,  with  the  eyes  and  ears.  There  is  deaf « 
^  with  tinnitus— the  latter  taking  the  form  of  buzzing,  sing- 
^,  roaring,  or  hissing ;  there  is  disturbed  visual  function,  even 
^bimdneas ;  and  in  the  brain  itself  we  have  headache,  with 
^^hiesB,  weight  and  tension,  vertigo,  and  sometimes  epistaxis. 
Aooompanying  these  phenomena  are  evident  signs  of  con* 
liBfticni,  as  floriiing  of  the  face  and  redness  of  the  eyes  and 
One  of  Noack's  provnv  describes  his  headache  as 
towards  evening,  when  the  arteries  of  the  head  began 
^  beat  with  violence,  as  if  the  skuU  was  about  to  burst.  His 
^ce  was  burning ;  there  were  noises  in  ihe  ears  and  sparks 
Wore  the  eyes.  Dr.  Hammond  has  lately  examined  pre- 
^^inlj  into  tins  matter.  In  a  man  who  had  taken  ten  grains 
4»  letma  and  tpajmmim  were  foand  .huing  in  the  hyper, 
of  the  outward  parts  ;  and  in  a  dnchonised  rabbit  the 
condition  was  seen  in  the  brain,  when  a  hole  was  made 
the  ecanimn.  In  animals,  and  even  in  the  human  subject, 
may  loUow,  with  delirium  and  convidsions ; 
wifli  or  without  this  com|^ication  collapse  and  coma 
^Qond  tha  stam  of  excitement  when  the  dose  has  been 
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Such  effects  as  these  are  in  the  ordinaiy  mode  of  treatme: 
simply  an  unpleasant,  but  to  some  extent  neoessarj  eriden 
that  the  system  is  thoroughly  affected  by  the  drug.  Ft 
homoeopathy  they  are  direct  therapeutic  indications.  Th< 
should  give  us  a  valuable  medicine  for  some  forms  of  hea< 
ache,  and  for  congestive  disorders  of  sight  and  hearin 
The  drug  deserves  to  be  more  used  here  than  it  has  been ; 
is  a  favourite  remedy  in  my  own  hands. 

2.  Next,  the  survey  of  Noack's  proving^s — in  which  aeve 
persons  took  part,  using  full  doses — shows  several  preti 
uniform  effects  of  the  drug.  One  of  these  was  tendeme 
and  pain  in  the  vertebrse,  especially  in  the  dorsal  region 
another  was  the  pain  and  tension  at  the  stomach  whic 
Trousseau  and  Pidoux  also  note.  The  most  constai 
phenomenon  was  a  highly  lateritious  state  of  the  urine,  whicl 
on  cooling,  deposited  numerous  crystals  which  the  observei 
neglected  to  analyse,  but  whose  description  pretty  certainl 
identifies  them  as  consisting  of  lithic  acid. 

It  is  not  easy  to  give  these  effects  of  the  drug  any  physic 
logical  expression.  But  they  must  be  borne  in  mind  a 
indications  for  it  in  ague  or  other  disorders  to  which  it  i 
found  adapted.  The  state  of  the  urine  mentioned  led  m* 
once  to  give  it  with  striking  success,  though  no  stronger  thai 
the  third  dilution,  in  a  case  of  daily  occurring  supra-orbital 
neuralgia,  as  I  have  related  in  the  twenty-sixth  volimie  of  the 
Brttish  Journal  of  Homoeopathy. 

3.  M.  Briquet,  besides  investigating  fully  the  phenomeuft 
of  cinchonism,  ascertained  by  exact  experiment  the  influence 
of  Quinine  on  the  circulation.  He  found  that  while  sinaH 
and  rare  doses  seemed  to  increase  the  force  and  frequency  rf 
the  heart's  action,  the  more  intense  and  sustained  effect  d 
the  drug  was  enfeeblement  of  the  circulation,  with  diminishfi* 
arterial  pressure  and  lowered  temperature.  In  this  he  h»* 
been  supported  by  subsequent  observers.  He  concluded  th»» 
Quinine  could  not  have  any  of  the  tonic  properties  » 
Cinchona,  but  should  rather  be  used  as  a  "  hyposthenisant 
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in  febrile  and  inflammatory  states.  His  conclusions  have 
been  carried  out  by  his  native  confreres^  especially  in  the  treat- 
ment of  acute  rheumatism.-  That  there  is  something  specific 
aboat  it  here  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  Dr.  Jousset 
Imports  it  Yery  efficacious  in  the  small  doses  of  the  school  of 
Hahnemann ;  and  that  Sydenham  is  rightly  cited  by  Hahne- 
tnann  as  stating  that  the  continued  use  of  bark  sets  up  a  sort 
of  "scorbutic  rheumatism^"  shifting  in  situation,  and  alter- 
luiting  with  internal  pains. 

4.  The  ideas  of  those  who  use  Quinine  as  a  tonic,  supposing 
^ch  to  be  its  primary  influence  on  the  system,  have  sustained 
A  itill  grayer  shock  from  the  experiments  of  Binz,  to  which  I 
^▼e  already  referred.  Briquet  had  found  that  Quinine, 
^e  it  increases  the  fibrin,  diminishes  the  number  of  the  red 
corpuscles  of  the  blood.  Binz  has  further  ascertained  that 
in  virtue  of  its  power  as  a  protoplasm-poison  it  paralyses 
ind  kills  the  white  corpuscles,  so  that  they  neyer  become  red : 
^  also  lessens  the  ozonising  property  of  the  blood.  As  a 
^<nuc,  therefore,  it  is  under  a  cloud  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
Ckrman  and  English  practitioners  are  now  following  suit 
^  the  French,  and,  taught  by  Cohnheim  the  important 
put  played  by  the  white  corpuscles  in  inflammation,  are 
Sluing  Quinine  in  large  doses  to  restrain  their  activity, 
^mchonism,  however,  is  not  found  a  desirable  addition  to  the 
patient's  sufferings ;  so,  as  alcohol  is  found  to  hinder  its 
^erelopment,  it  is  given  simultaneously.  Thus  the  unhappy 
object  of  inflammatory  fever,  to  whom  Aconite  and  cold 
^"iter  would  be  the  greatest  of  boons,  is  now  to  be  dosed  with 
^Wine  and  brandy.  I  frankly  say  that  for  myself  in  such  a 
<^  I  shoxdd  prefer  the  lancet.  I  am  not  objecting  to  using 
Qoinine  in  such  disorders  as  pysBmia  and  leucocythsemia ;  and 
^  the  former  of  these  it  seems  to  have  proved  strikingly 
^Scadous.  The  quantity  given  need  not  be  very  considerable, 
^  Binz  finds  that  one  part  in  four  thousand,  or  even  less,  will 
effect  the  purpose. 

5.  Another  indiscriminate  and,  I  think,  unwarranted  use  of 
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Quinuiid  seems  to  be  reettTing  ite  deAlluUow;  I  i 
pfeaeriptUm  for  ererj  kiftd  oC  oeniBlgia.  Dr. 
eoincides  [mUk  foreign  obserrerB  is  ^rejeeliiig  it  in 
BMjAiioQS  neiuralgiA»  makiiig  a  doaWal  eieeplioii 
eaae  ol  tlie  sapnMMrbilal  form  wketk  okherwise  cam 
was  ibis  nerve  wliich  was  affioded  in  the  eiee  ol  i 
wliidb  I  bare  cited:  it  is  pfol)aUe  thai  moie  e 
piofings  would  show  that  the  drug  had  aa  elective 
for  it. 

This  is  all  I  bave  to  saj  of  Qoiaine.  The  other  a 
of  CiBfihona — ciiichoiiiiie»  qiiinidine,  and  cjnchomdin 
to  hare  nearl j  equal  power  OTcr  ague.  Ferttra  aa js 
headache  of  cinehonine  is  more  finontal  than  that  ci  i 
and  that  it  readil j  affects  the  hearty  caosbig  pnBcord 
and  delatitjy  even  to  sjncope. 


LECTURE  XVII. 

CT8TU8,  CLEMATIS^   COCA^  COCCULUS,  COCCUS  CACTI,   COFFEA, 

COLCHICUM,  COLLINSONIA. 

I  injST  begin  this  lectare  by  giving  jou  a  sbort  account  of 
^  Sock-rose,  or 

Cistus  Canadensis. 

The  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  whole  plant. 

"Hie  Cistus  has  been  proved,  mainly  in  the  tincture  and 
bit  dilution,  imder  the  superintendence  of  Dr.  Hering.  His 
Pathogenesis,  with  the  medical  history  of  the  plant,  is  given 
^^  by  Dr.  Hale  in  his  New  Remedies. 

It  was  the  great  popular  reputation  of  the  Bock-rose  in 
^^Mia  which  led  to  its  being  proved.  The  symptoms  (which 
^e  have  only  in  schema-form)  shadow  forth,  faintly  indeed, 
Uke  manifestations  of  the  diathesis  in  the  eyes,  ears,  nose,  and 
lymphatic  glands;  and  in  such  afEections  it  has  been  used 
SQooessfully  by  homoeopathic  physicians.  Dr.  Bradshaw  has 
^^^  white  swelling  of  the  knee-joint  with  it.*  I  am  myself 
^Qch  more  impressed  with  its  effects  upon  the  throcU.  The 
^Qtte  of  dryness  there  is  more  marked  in  the  pathogenesis  of 
^^i>tQ8  than  in  that  of  any  other  medicine  I  know, — except 
P^haps  Belladonna.  The  following  symptom,  too,  looks  very 
^  Singles.  ''Below  the  right  shoulder-blade,  extending 
'^d  to  the  front  of  the  body,  was  a  very  much  inflamed 
l^t  about  the  size  of  the  palm  of  the  hand,  painfully  sore  to 
^  touch ;  soon  after  pimples  began  to  appear  on  this  spot 

*  Monthly  Horn.  Sev.,  ziii,  88. 
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in  a  large  group,  thej  caused  violent  burning.  Later, 
pain  went  from  this  belt-like  spot  to  the  left  hip,  and  in 
the  groin ;  the  pain  was  like  rheumatism,  motion  increaw 
it." 

Cistus  is  said  to  require  a  Magnesian  soil ;  and  Br.  Herii 
suggests  that  it  may  be  related  to   tiiat  mineral   as  (f 
similar  reasons)   Belladonna  is  to  Lime  and  Pulsatilla 
Iron. 

The  first  dilution  has  been  used  successfullj  in  scrofula. 

If  the  next  name  on  my  list  were  as  valuable  a  medicine 
its  sister  is  a  beautiful  flower,  it  would  be  precious  indeed. 

Clematis 

is  prepared  from  the  leaves  and  stems  of  the  Clemat 
erecta. 

Our  only  pathogenesis  of  Clematis  is  that  contained  in  tl 
Becond  edition  of  the  Chronic  Diseases :  it  consists  of  1^ 
symptoms  observed  by  Hahnemann  and  six  others,  and 
taken  from  Stoerck's  pamphlet,  of  which  more  anon. 

We  thus  know  little  or  nothing  of  the  physiological  actioi 
of  Clematis ;  for  of  the  symptoms  referred  to  Stoerck  twi 
only  are  possibly  pure,  and  these  speak  simply  of  diuresis  axM 
perspiration.  But  Hahnemann  says  in  his  preface  thafi 
will  be  found  curative  in  a  number  of  affections  which  ba^ 
their  origin  in  the  abuse  of  Mercury  and  are  complicated 
with  psora,  in  foul  eruptions  of  the  head  and  general  sor&oe 
in  several  urinary  troubles,  in  stricture  of  the  urethra,  9Sii 
various  kinds  of  very  troublesome  inflammation  of  the  eyefl. 
He  goes  on  to  say  that  Stapf  has  found  it  helpful  in  orchitis 
and  indurated  swellings  of  the  testes  following  mismanage 
gonorrhcea ;  and  then  refers  to  Stoerck's  previous  experienofl^ 
with  the  drug. 

This  well-known    physician    published,  in    1769,  a  ti«<* 
•entitled  LiheUiis,  quo  deTnonstratur,  herham  veteribus  dkta^ 
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Flammulam  JovU  posse  UUo  et  magna  cum  utUitate  exhiberi 
<Bgroia$iiOms.  His  cases  are  given  in  the  fourth  volume  of 
FranJ^s  Magaxin ;  and  include  ulcers  and  excrescences, 
aeoondaiy  syphilis,  ''scabies  humida/'  arthritis,  and  head- 
idie.  The  drug  appears  to  act  much  like  Dulcamara  and 
Sanaparilla  in  such  affections,  setting  up  diuresis  and 
diq)hore8iB,  increasing  the  circulation  on  the  surface,  and 
&Toaring  the  return  of  suppressed  discharges ;  so  changing 
chnmic  morbid  conditions  for  the  better.  Full  doses  of 
ooone  are  required  for  such  actions. 

As  regards  orchitis.  Dr.  Desteme  has  criticised  imfavourablj 
the  pabtished  experience  with  Clematis  ;*  but  such  a  case  as 
tbat  recorded  bj  Dr.  Bansford  in  the  twenty-fifth  volume  of 
^Briiish  Journal  of  Homceopathy  seems  exempt  from  his  ob- 
jections, and  bears  out  the  credit  of  the  remedy.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  seems  no  doubt  of  its  efficacy  in  urethral  stric- 
^,  Hirscht  praises  it  in  the  spasmodic  form,  and  Frank- 
bt  in  the  inflammatory  variety ;  I  have  myself  seen  it  act 
'^  rapid  curative  power  in  symptoms  of  commencing  stric- 
^  supervening  upon  chronic  gleet.  The  influence  of 
dematis  on  the  skin,  moreover,  is  imquestionable.  Hempel 
P^es  one  case  and  Hirsch  another  of  chronic  eczema  impeti- 
gboides  cured  by  it.  It  seems  a  favourite  medicine  in  the 
Iioopoldstadt  Hospital  at  Vienna  for  enlargement  of  the  lym- 
phatic glands ;  and  Dr.  Hirsch  recommends  it  in  *^  chronic 
loflamniatory  states  of  the  borders  of  the  eyelids,  with  sore- 
^Wn  and  swelling  of  the  Meibomian  glands,  such  as  we  And 
^  young  scrofulous  subjects."  Dr.  Madden  (and  I  can 
^^^borate  him)  had  no  little  confidence  in  Clematis  in  the 
^'eatment  of  iritis. 

All  this  evidence  makes  it  probable  that  we  have  not  yet 
*^ded  to  the  depths  the  virtues  of  Clematis,  or  assigned  it 
^  definite  sphere  of  action.    I  know  of  no  medicine  pre- 

*  See  Hempel,  sub  voce. 

t  Brit.  Joum.  of  Horn.,  xxy,  612. 

X  Science  and  Art  of  Surgery,  i,  428. 
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senting  much  analogy  with  it ;  nor  has  its  uie  been  extentiTe 
enough  to  enable  us  to  fix  its  most  suitable  dose. 

I  hare  now  to  bring  before  you  the  Peruvian  ahrub  known 
as  the  Erythroxylon 

Coca. 

The  leaves  are  the  officinal  portion ;  a  tincture  may  be  made 
from  them  when  fresh,  or  triturations  when  dried. 

Coca  has  been  proved  by  twenty-four  persons  in  sJl  (mostly 
homoeopathists),  besides  the  observations  made  by  travellers. 
of  its  effect^  on  the  natives.  A  full  collection  of  all  this  in-^ 
formation  has  been  made  by  Dr.  C.  Hering,  and  published  hf 
him  in  his  Materia  Medica, 

Coca  is  one  of  those  substances  of  which  we  shall  soon 
encounter  a  cardinal  instance  in  coffee — substances  whic& 
'*  cheer,  but  not  inebriate,"  stimulating  the  nervous  centres 
without    engorging    their  substance  and   disordering  their 
functions  like  alcohol,  opium,  and  haschisch.    It  has  been     ", 
used  from  time  immemorial  by  the  natives  of  South  Amencs 
as  we  use  tea  and  tobacco.    Takei^  in  excess,  it  causes  mental 
excitement,  palpitation,  sleeplessness,  sparks  before  the€j6» 
and  ringing  in  the  ears,  with  increased  susoeptibilitj  of  tbd 
senses.    It  has  in  a  marked  degree  the  property  belonging  to 
this  class  of  substances  of  diminishing  tissue-waste ;  so  tbs^ 
while  imder  its  influence,  there  is  little  need  of  food,  the 
bowels  are  costive,  and  the  urine  would  probably  be  found 
deficient  in  solid  matter.    By  acting  thus,  and  by  diminiBhiiy 
the  sense  of  fatigue,  it  proves  invaluable  to  the  traveller  t^ 
its  native  regions,  who  chew  the  leaves  as  they  go  on.   I^ 
has  a  further   virtue,  common  to  it  with  Arsenic,  of  ob- 
viating the  distress  experienced  in  climbing  heights,  tf^ 
breathing 

"  the  difficult  air  of  the  keeu  moaiitain-top." 


This  power  of  the  plant  is  witnessed  to  by  all  observers. 
Coca  has  found  little  use  as  yet  in  practice.     Dr.  Herii^ 
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recoBunends  its  trial  in  troubles  coming  on  with  a  low  state  of 
tlie  barometer ;  and  the  anak)g7  ci  Arsenic  would  suggest  ita 
tzist  in  astlima.  Dr.  dotar  Muller,  who  was  one  of  the  first 
to  pvof e  and  diaeusa  Coca,  says  that  ha  has  found  it  useful  to- 
psUiate  orer-aeiioB  in  cardiac  disease.  It  may  oecadonaUj 
replace  Coffea  in  JTiHOMwia  from  nenrous  excitement. 

Asdaow^cf 

Coceulns  Indicus. 

Thk  is  unknown  as  a  medicine  save  in  houMBopathic  prac* 
^whMe  it  is  employed  in  the  form  of  a  tincture  prepared 
bosi  the  seeds. 

Cocculus  was  proTod  by  Hahnemann  among  his  earliest 
iiedidnes;  a  pathogenesis  of  it  appears  in  the  Fragmewia  de 
iMsf,  containing  156  symptoms  from  lumself ,  and  6  from 
^nt  authors.  In  the  first  volume  of  the  third  edition  of  the 
ime  ArzmeimiUeU^e  the  number  has  swelled  to  557,  of 
^liich  more  than  half  are  Hahnemann's,  the  remainder  being 
^oaftributed  by  eight  fellow-observers. 

Hahnemann  says  in  his  preface  that  Cocculus  had  never 
bees  employed  as  a  remedial  agent  previously  to  the  provings 
^ilukd  by  him  with  it  on  the  healthy.  He  commends  it  in 
lenteseent  nervous  fevers;  in  abdominal  and  other 
with  depression  of  spirits,  especially  in  women ;  and 
^  lot  a  few  paralytic  affections  and  moral  disturbances. 
^  es^evienee  of  his  disciples  has  verified  especially  the 
*Mad  ol  these  recommendations,  and  has  established  it  as  a 
tne  inti-paralytic ;  while  it  has,  with  the  aid  <^  physiological 
fnperimsntatioD,  both  defined  and  extended  its  sphere  of 

Cocculus  is  well  known  as  a  poison  for  fishes,  and  as  an 
HM  used  for  the  adulteration  of  beer.  In  both  cases  the 
I'^^titieation  it  produces  is  manifest  rather  in  the  motor  than 
''^  the  ideational  centres ;  and  to  the  same  effect  is  the  testi- 
^^7  of  those  who  have  experienced  its  effects  in  their  own 
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persons.  Hahnemann  has  related  in  Hufeland's  Journal 
case  of  poisoning  by  it,  which  may  be  read  in  English  in  D 
Dudgeon's  collection  of  his  Lesser  Writings  (p.  377).  Cok 
ness  ;  paralytic  stiffness  of  the  limbs,  with  drawing  pains  i 
their  bones  and  in  the  back;  and  sullen  irritability,  wit 
anxiety,  were  the  prominent  symptoms.  The  patient  sai 
that  his  brain  felt  as  if  constricted  by  a  ligature.  He  wishc 
to  sleep,  but  a  frightful  sensation,  as  of  a  hideous  dreaz 
came  over  him  directly  he  closed  his  eyes,  and  made  hh 
start  up  again.  He  had  great  repugnance  to  food  and  drinl 
The  experiments  which  have  lately  been  made  on  animai 
with  the  alkaloid  contained  in  Cocculus,  Picrotoxine,  sha 
that  convulsions,  both  tonic  and  clonic,  are  a  special  chanM 
teristic  of  its  action.  The  latter  present  many  of  thoi 
singular  features  which  have  been  observed  as  results  i 
injury  to  the  crura  cerebri,  as  semi-circular  and  backwar 
movements,  and  rolling  over  on  the  axis  of  the  body.  Wit 
these  there  is  great  slowness  of  pulse  and  respiration,  indi 
eating  disturbance  at  the  origin  of  the  vagi. 

Cocculus  thus  appears  to  influence  ihe  motor  nervous  tnei 
throughout  the  cranio-spinal  axis.  To  such  action  is  refer* 
able,  I  think,  the  whole  range  of  its  curative  influence.  It  u 
of  great  service  in  certain  kinds  of  vomiting.  These,  when 
analysed,  appear  to  be  of  cerebral  rather  than  gastric  origiD* 
They  are  such  as  occur  in  sea-sickness,  and  in  some 
persons  from  riding  in  a  carriage  or  any  similar  motion ;  tbef 
have  another  instance  in  the  vomiting  of  migraine  and  oi 
-cerebral  tumours.  In  the  latter  Cocculus  yields  to  Apomor- 
phia,  but  in  the  former  it  has  no  rival.  Such  sickness  tf 
usually  accompanied  with  vertigo ;  and  for  this  trouble,  wh«o 
thus  associated  or  appearing  independently,  Cocculus  is  * 
principal  remedy.  The  abdominal  spasms  in  which  it  is,  ^ 
Hahnemann  says,  so  frequently  serviceable  are  not  xoeJ* 
coHc ;  they  appear  always  to  spring  from  the  nervous  centie* 
either  directly  or  by  reflex  irritation.  They  are  generJv 
.accompanied  by  flatulence,  which  is  not  the  product  of  6^ 
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mentation,  but  seemingly  generated  by  the  intestinal  walls.. 
Such  flatulent  spasms  are  most  frequently  seen  in  the 
female  sex,  and  especially  when  its  characteristic  functions 
are  being  performed,  as  during  menstruation  and  pregnancy. 
'^ Menstrual  colic"  is  an  example;  and  here  Cocculus  is. 
Tenowned,  though  it  has  no  power  over  pure  dysmenor- 
rhoet.  It  is  also  useful  in  other  nervous  affections  occurring 
it  these  times,  as  in  menstrual  headache.  The  following  case 
of  Br.  Black's  shows  what  it  can  do  here,  and  illustrates  also 
the  nausea  and  vertigo  characteristic  of  the  drug  : 

"  Miss  H — ,  8Bt.  35,  of  a  full  plethoric  habit,  has  suffered^ 
^  her  present  headaches  for  now  fifteen  years ;  they  came- 
(sn  shortly  after  the  catamenia  appeared,  and  have  ever  since 
i^gularly  occurred  at  that  period.  Violent  headache — de- 
scribed as  a  dull  pain  affecting  the  whole  head ;  the  patient 
haa  a  difficulty  in  describing  it  minutely ;  is  unable  to  lie  for 
i moment  on  the  back  of  the  head;  is  forced  to  lie  on  the 
^ ;  unable  to  bear  the  least  light ;  any  noise  excites  nausea 
^d  vomiting.  During  the  headache  she  feels  as  if  suffering 
^nnn  sea-sickness,  and  on  sitting  up  the  objects  around  seem 
to  move  up  and  down.  The  headache  lasts  from  thirty- six  to 
fortj-eight  hours,  and  comes  on  on  the  third  or  fourth  day  of 
the  catamenial  period.  The  catamenia  are  abundant,  but  im- 
ittended  by  local  pain.     General  health  good. 

''March  16th. — Cocc.  18,  m.  et  n. 

*  April  4th. — The  headache  has  occurred  at  the  usual  time,. 
^  not  so  severe  as  usual,  for  she  was  able  to  move  about,. 
»nd  was  not  confined  to  bed,  as  she  always  was  before.  A 
^of  the  6th  dilution  was  given  from  every  half -hour  to  every 
■o  hours  during  the  third  and  fourth  days  of  her  period  with 
P^i  advantage.     Cont.  Cocc. 

"20th. — Rept.  Cocc.  18,  as  on  March  16th. 

''May  1st. — Has  had  a  very  slight  headache  at  the  usual 
Wod,  which  was  again  much  relieved  by  frequently  repeated 
^<*e8  of  Cocc.  18 ;  she  was  now  ordered  Bell.  6,  alternately 
^  Cocc.  18,  m.  et  n.      This  was  the  last  prescription  ;  for 
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one  headache  occuning  after  that  she  took  the  Oooc.  Smo 
October,  1844,  to  July,  1846,  she  haa  oontinued  firee  froo 
theae  headaches. 

^*^  RemarJcB. — ^The  principal  indication  in  this  case  for  tb 
selection  of  Cooculus  was  the  marked  tendency  to  naasei 
resembling  sea-sickness,  as  if  the  stomach  heaved  ap  am 
•down.  So  great  was  this  idioajncrasj  that  she  told  me  tfaa 
travelling  in  a  carriage  made  her  feel  ill,  and  that  sicknev 
has  often  been  brought  on  by  looking  ai  a  veas^  pitching  up. 

The  use  of  Cocculus  in  oonTulaiTe  and  paralytic  affsctioQ 
is  yet  in  its  infancy.     It  is  said  to  have  r^noved  hemipl^^u 
following  apoplexy;  and  Tnnks  has  recorded  an  exceUea| 
case  of  post-diphtheritic  paralysia  in  which  it  was  the  cnia* 
tive  agent.    It  might  prove  useful  (perhi^  in  the  foim  cf 
Picrotoxine)  in  some  of  the  rarer  forms  of  chorea,  in  wUok 
peculiar  and  definite  involuntary  movements — ^like  those  it 
produces — constitute    the  disorder.      Dr.    Phillips'    reooD* 
mendation  of  it  in  hysterical  paralysis  seems  well  in  aooori- 
ance  with  its  general  action. 

A  French  physician,  M.  Felix  Planat,  has  just  pabiiahed  a 
treatise  entitled  lUcherckes  phfaiologiques  el  iherapewHptet  MT 
la  Pieroiaxifie.  He  states  that  he  has  by  the  administratioa 
of  this  alkaloid  brought  on  convulsions,  with  foam  at  thi 
mouth,  in  a  rabbit,  a  kitten,  and  other  animals  of  kunt 
organization ;  and  that,  giving  it  persistently  in  epilepaj  ^ 
the  form  of  a  strong  tincture  of  Cocculus),  on  the  prindpld 
simiUa  similibns  curantur,  he  has  obtained  several  undoabtorf 
cures.  The  French  Academy  has  awarded  this  writer  a  pAM 
upon  the  Barbier  foundation.* 

The  only  medicine  with  which  I  can  compare  Coccnlns  ii 
ChamomiUa, 

Themedium  dilutions  (as  in  Dr.  Black's  case)  have  been  tiioM 
mainly  used,  Hahnemann  himself  recommending  the  tweUk' 
But  Dr.  Phillips  says  he  gets  excellent  resolta  in  eeNhd. 

•  London  Medical  Record^  May  2$,  1875. 
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,  flatulent  distension  and  spasms,  and  menstrual 
r  [none  of  which  uses,  however,  does  he  credit  the 
which  ^he  learnt  them — with  doses  of  one  to  three 
»  rtrong  tinctare. 

.TO  next  to  consider  the  place  and  action  of  Cochi- 


Coccus  cacti. 

led  insect,  powdered,  is  treated  with  alcohol  for  a 
or  (better)  triturated  with  milk-sugar. 
eal  has  been  proved  by  the  members  of  the  Austrian 
I  their  wonted  exhaustive  manner.  The  experiments 
b  twenty-three  persons  took  part — are  related  in  detail 
irth  volume  of  the  (EsterreicJUsche  ZeiUchrift ;  and  the 
i  the  symptoms  may  be  found  translated  in  Met- 
mcBopcUhic  Promngs.  Hempel's  article,  also,  should 
ted. 

ustrian  proving  makes  it  evident  that  the  virtues 
'  ascribed  to  Cochineal  in  whooping-cough  spring 
homceopathic  relation  to  the  disease.  Few  of  the 
iscaped  a  cough ;  and  with  Dr.  Wurmb  it  was  "  so 
tiat  it  caused  vomiting,  and  the  expectoration  of  a 
mtity  of  thick,  viscous,  and  albuminous  mucus."  I 
rare,  however,  that  the  medicine  has  been  much  used 
opathists  against  this  disease.  I  myself  gave  it  once, 
it  decimal  trituration,  in  a  case  where  a  father  whose 
IB  fall  of  whooping-cough  contracted  just  such  a 
that  Dr.  Wurmb  describes.  The  curative  effect 
marked.  Again,  this  proving  amply  accounts  for  the 
n  of  Ck)chineal  m  the  school  of  Eademacher  as  a 
remedy."  The  urinary  symptoms  are  numerous, 
high  grade  of  intensity.  Nephritic  colic  and  vesical 
ual  tenesmus  are  plainly  pictured  therein ;  and  you 
.  in  Hempel  cases  where  affections  of  this  kind  and 
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also  acute  renal  dropsies  baye  been  cured  by  Cochineal, 
have  little  doubt  but  that  the  study  of  this  beautiful  proT 
will  lead  to  a  more  extensive  use  of  the  medicine,  especis 
in  sore  throat  with  great  dryness  (like  Belladonna),  in  infla 
mation  of  the  labia  (like  Apis),  and  in  laryngeal  irritat 
and  hoarseness. 

Cochineal  has  hitherto  proved  curative  only  in  toleral 
material  doses. 

We  come  now  to  one  of  those  substances  which  stand  on  t 
boimdary  line  between  food  and  medicine, 

Coffea. 

We  use  the  raw,  not  the  roasted  bean,  preparing  it  eitli 
as  a  tincture  or  by  trituration.      Hahnemann's  caution 
this  respect  is  justified  by  the  discovery  that  methylamine 
developed  in  coffee  by  roasting. 

A  full  proving  of  Coffea — by  five  persons,  one  of  whom  wa 
Hahnemann — is  recorded  by  Stapf  in  his  Additions  to  A 
Materia  Medica ;  and  contains  246  symptoms. 

Stapf  well  characterises  the  primary  effect  of  Coffee  as " 
pathological  excitation  of  all  the  organic  functions.  "Wbei 
Coffee  acts  moderately  upon  the  healthy  organism  the  irrita 
bility  of  the  organs  of  sense  is  morbidly  increased,  the  visa* 
power  becomes  more  acute,  the  hearing  more  sensitive,  tb 
taste  is  finer,  the  sensorium  is  more  vivid  (hence  increases 
susceptibility  to  pain),  the  mobility  of  the  muscles  is  in 
creased,  the  sexual  desire  is  more  excited,  even  the  nerv<w» 
activity  of  the  digestive  and  secretive  organs  is  increased) 
hence  a  morbid  sensation  of  excessive  hunger,  increased  desw 
and  facility  for  alvine  evacuations  and  for  the  emissionfl  w 
urine.  To  what  an  extent  the  nervous  and  animal  activity  » 
the  organism  is  increased  by  Coffee,  appears  from  the  sleep- 
lessness which  it  excites  in  various  shades  and  degrees,  fro'" 
the  peculiar  pathological  excitation  of  the  mind  and  soul,  and 
from  the  febrile  warmth  which  it  causes  to  a  consideraWc 
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extent."  This  primary  effect  of  Coffee  is  made  use  of  in 
many  ways,  as  you  well  know ; — to  arrest  the  paroxysm  of 
41^  and  of  asthma,  to  relieve  headache,  and  to  antidote  the 
depieaaing  effects  of  vegetable  poisons,  such  as  Opium.  But 
it  also  points  to  several  conditions  in  which  the  drug  may 
become  homoeopathically  curative,  as  when  pain  is  felt  exces- 
sively (m  labour,  for  instance),  in  nervous  excitement,  and 
especially  in  sleeplessness.  For  this  last  it  has  a  high  repute 
ifi  the  school  of  Hahnemann  ;  and  my  own  experience  with  it 
loakes  me  surprised  to  find  Dr.  Ker  saying  that  he  has  never 
hown  it  do  any  good.*  Possibly  he  used  it  in  too  low 
^ution.  I  find  it  particularly  useful  when  the  patient  cannot 
S^  to  sleep  because  of  some  ideas  perpetually  forcing  them- 
sdres  upon  his  mind.  Dr.  Bayes  says  that  the  insomnia 
<^  by  Coffea  is  that  which  is  owing  to  excessive  agitation 
of  mind  or  body. 

There  are  two  forms  of  neuralgia  in  which  Coffea  has  often 

piored  beneficial.      One  of  these  is   toothache.      We  are 

^debted  to  Dr.  E.  M.  Hale  for  establishing  as  the  character- 

^c  for  it  here  (besides  restlessness  and  great  complaining) 

%t  the  pain  is  entirely  relieved  for  a  time  by  holding  cold 

Hter  in  the  mouth,  returning  as  this  grows  warm.f    He  has 

litdy  communicated  a  case  in  which  strong  Coffee  drunk  to 

coepoff  sleep  produced  a  toothache  having  this  very  feature.;]; 

^  other  Coffea  neturalgia  is  a  variety  of  migraine,  which  the 

excessive  use  of  the  beverage  is  so  apt  to  occasion.    Hahne- 

*uum,  who  wrote  an  essay  on  the  injurious  effects  of  this 

Po^ce,  so  conmion  in  Germany  in  his  time,  thus  describes 

fte  migraine  it  causes : — "  It  comes  on  in  the  morning  shortly 

^&er  waking,  and  increases  little  by  little.    The  pain  becomes 

Intolerable,  and  sometimes  burning ;  the  integuments  of  the 

^^  are  very  sensitive,  and  hurt  when  touched  ever  so 

^li^l^tly.     Body  and  mind  seem  excessively  sensitive.    The 

*  Monthly  Horn,  Jieview,  xviii,  744. 
t  BrU.  Journ.  of  Horn,,  xxlii,  492. 
X  Ibid,,  xxxii,  546. 
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patients  look  exhausted;  thej  retire  to  lonely  woi 
places,  and  close  their  eyes  in  order  to  avoid  the  light  o 
they  remain  seated  in  an  arm-chair,  or  stretched  upon 
The  least  noise  or  motion  excites  the  pain.  They  aToi< 
ing  or  being  talked  to,  or  hearing  others  talk.  The  1 
colder  than  usual,  although  no  chills  are  experiences 
hands  and  feet  especially  are  veiy  cold.  They  loat 
food  and  drink,  on  account  of  a  .continual  sickness 
stomach.  If  the  attack  is  very  violent,  a  vomiting  of 
takes  place,  which,  however,  does  not  diminish  the  hea 
There  are  no  alvine  discharges.  The  pain  scarcely 
ceases  before  evening.  The  attacks  come  on  irregular] 
without  premonitory  symptoms." 

I  have  given  this  description,  because  of  late  the  alka 
Coffea — Caffeine — has  come  into  use,  generally  by 
dermic  injection,  as  a  remedy  for  migraine.  This  Ci 
contains  the  toxic  principles  of  Coffee  in  a  very  concei 
form.  In  doses  of  from  two  to  ten  grains,  it  causes  (a 
ing  to  Lehmann)  violent  excitement  of  the  vascula 
nervous  systems — palpitations  of  the  heart,  extraor 
frequency,  irregularity,  and  often  intermission  of  the 
oppression  of  the  chest,  pains  in  the  head,  confusion 
senses,  singing  in  the  ears,  scintillations  before  the 
sleeplessness,  erections,  and  delirium.  These  phen 
seem  to  be  the  result  of  direct  excitation  of  the  hea 
nervous  centres,  which  latter  (in  animals)  goes  on  to  t( 
The  cardiac  condition  induced  by  it  is  described  1 
Phillips  as  one  of  irritability,  in  which  the  slightest 
ment  is  sufficient  to  bring  on  violent  palpitations. 

This  keener  action  of  the  alkaloid  should  be  utili 
practice  according  to  the  law  of  similars.  That  it  can 
have  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Anstie.  His  experience  led ! 
hope  that  Caffeine  might  prove  a  very  valuable  remedj 
in  neuralgia  and  in  alcoholic  insomnia.  And  when  a 
spondent  asked  how  an  agent  mainly  employed  for  n 
the  nervous  system  (as  in  opium-poisoning)  can  be  effe 
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a  a  calmer  of  pain  and  nervous  irritation,  his  refdy  wtm 
luit  which  ours  would  have  been — ^that ''  the  dosage  is 

different  in  the  two  cases." 
&Te  only  to  add  that  Dr.  Bajes  describes  the  hemi- 

in  which  Coffea  is  useful  as  a  kind  of  dayns ;  and 
fDB  a  case  in  which  spasmodic  stricture  of  the  rectum 
markably  controlled  by  the  medicine. 
ea  admits  of  dose  and  profitable  comparison  witk 
nUUa  and  IgnoHa. 

dilutions  from   the  third    upwards  have    generaliy 
Bed.     Dr.  Bayes  finds  the  twelfth  most  effectual. 

next  medicine  is  the  meadow-saffron, 

Colchicum. 

prepare  the  tincture  from  the  fresh  common  hvlh^  hj 
dng  the  juice,  and  treating  the  residue  with  aloohoL 
ral  minor  attempts  at  a  pathogenesis  of  Colchicom 
n  homoeopathic  literature ;  they  may  best  be  read  in 
en's  JEncydopiBdia,  But  the  drug  has  received  a  com- 
nroving  at  the  hands  of  Dr.  Beil,  the  full  record  of 
(hould  be  consulted.  It  is  translated  from  the  Vietiel' 
rifl  in  the  nineteenth  volume  of  the  BrUiah  Jowm&l 
ujBopaihy.  An  excellent  study  of  Colchicum  by  Dr. 
Dunham  is  contained  in  the  fifteenth  volume  of  the 
f  HomceopcUhic  Review. 

(nooning  by  Colchicum,  the  gastro-enteric  symptoms 
y  prominent.  These  are  of  specific  nature,  as  they 
with  hardly  less  severity  when  the  poison  is  diiecUy 
iced  into  the  circulation.  They  have  two  forms,  or 
•  stages.  In  the  first,  there  are  constant  and  pnofnae 
evacuations,  with  collapse,  blueness  and  coldness, 
voice,  and  cramps — the  whole  forming  a  vivid  picture 
(tic  cholera.  In  the  second  the  symptoms  are  those  of 
•enteritis,  with  especial   dysenteric  phenomena.      In 
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both  forms  muscular  weakness  is  very  marked ;  and 
often  deathly  nausea. 

Next  to  the  stomach  and  intestines,  Colchicum  ac 
powerfully  on  the  kidneys.  It  is  supposed  to  be  d 
but  I  apprehend  that  the  notion  has  arisen  from  o\m 
of  its  action  in  disease.  In  a  short  proving  of  it 
made  some  years  ago  upon  my  own  person  the  qua 
urine  was  very  notably  decreased ;  and  Stoerck  found  t 
thing.*  Suppression  often  occurs  in  cases  of  poisoni 
more  important  question  concerns  its  influence  uf 
elimination  of  the  urinary  solids.  Some  statemeni 
been  made  to  the  efifect  that  it  increases  the  propoi 
these,  and  especially  of  the  urea  and  uric  acid.  Dr.  € 
has  analysed  these  statements,  and  made  some  careful 
ments  himself,  with  the  conclusion  that  **  there  is  no  e 
that  Colchicum  produces  any  of  its  effects  upon  the  sye 
causing  the  kidneys  to  eliminate  an  increased  quantity 
acid*;  in  fact,  when  the  drug  is  continued  for  any  leng 
time,  it  appears  to  exert  a  contrary  effect."  He  also 
**  We  cannot  assert  that  Colchicum  has  any  influenc 
the  excretion  of  urea,  or  the  other  solid  ingredients 
urine." 

A  case  of  poisoning  by  Colchicum  is  reported  in  the . 
Medical  Gazette  for  1838-9  in  which  the  symptoms  a 
another  character.  There  was  intense  gnawing,  draggii 
in  all  the  joints  of  the  extremities,  beginning  in  the  hai 
feet  with  numbness  and  pricking,  with  profuse  acid  siv 
and  stiffness  and  pain  in  the  occiput  and  nape  of  th( 
Such  rheumatoid  phenomena  occurred  in  Stoerck's  eaqpe 
on  himself,  and  are  very  marked  in  Dr.  Eeil's  proving, 
however,  they  seemed  seated  in  the  muscles  rather  th 
joints ;  and  Teste's  statement  was  borne  out,  that  the  i 
specially  influenced  by  the  drug.  Several  provers  had  i 
pleurodynia. 

•  LiheUus  de  JSad.  Colch.  Autumn.^  1759. 

t  Nature  and  Treatment  of  Oout,  2iid  cd.,  1863. 
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3  three  other  statements  to  be  made  about  the 
J  action  of  Colchicum.  The  first  is,  that  cows 
't  become  affected  with  distressing  and  sometime? 
mitic  distension.  The  second,  that  it  appears 
slow  the  heart's  action.  The  third,  that  in  on& 
ming  by  it  the  pleursB  were  found  inflamed. 
aow  to  therapeutics.  The  gastro-enteric  action  of 
las  hardly  yet  been  utilised  in  homoeopathic  prac- 
anical  congener,  Yeratrum  album,  has  preoccupied 
might  have  found  in  the  treatment  of  cholera.  I 
«8t  its  substitution,  however,  in  some  cases,  should 
\  be  preset,  and  should  the  cramps  attack  espe- 
les  of  the  feet.  I  once  effected  a  rapid  cure  of  an 
ute  diarrhcea  with  Colchicum,  guided  to  this  medi- 
deathly  nausea  and  prostration  which  were  presents 
find  an  occasional  place  in  the  treatment  of  dysen- 
ight  be  useful  in  relieving  tympanites,  as  indeed 
y  practice  it  has  proved  to  be.  Borborygmi  are 
1  in  its  diarrhcea. 

aain  interest  of  Colchicum  lies  in  its  relation  to 
rheumatism.  Its  power  of  relieving  the  gouty 
as  renowned  of  old ;  and,  since  its  revival  in  later 
become  firmly  established  and  universally  recog- 
I  confessedly,  moreover,  of  a  "  specific  "  nature.  It 
lirect  result  of  evacuations  caused  by  the  drug, 
9  just  as  surely  when  these  are  absent.  It  is  not 
'  "anodyne"  effect,  for  Colchicum  has  no  such 
N^or  does  the  medicine  act  as  an  "  antiphlogistic," 
es  the  pain  before  the  heat  and  swelling  begin  tO' 
1  some  time  before  the  temperature  falls.  The 
fie  "  is  accordingly  used  to  denote  its  action ;  and 
^  shows  that  here,  as  elsewhere, ''  specific  "  means 
ic.  The  anti-arthritic  power  of  Colchicum  would 
3d,  have  been  arrived  at  by  the  rule  simUia  nmilibuii 
mpirically  discovered,  no  other  formula  seems  so 
ess  the  relation  of  its  curative  to  its  physiological 
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efilects.  So  far  as  it  influences  healthy  joints  it  is  to  cam 
inflammation  and  pain  in  them,  and  not  any  condition  0|^ 
site  to  that  which  obtains  in  the  gouty  state. 

If  this  be  the  rationale  of  its  influence,  Colchicom  ad 
directly  upon  the  affected  joints  in  acute  gout,  and  may  ha? 
no  power  over  the  morbid  diathesis.  Pereira  writes — ^*'Th» 
Colchicum  alleyiates  a  paroxysm  of  gout  I  have  before  men* 
tioned ;  but  that  aUeviation  is  palliative,  not  curative.  It  htf 
no  tendency  to  prevent  a  speedy  recurrence  of  the  attack; 
nay,  according  to  Sir  Charles  Scudamore,  it  renders  thi 
disposition  to  the  disease  much  stronger  in  the  system." 
Binger  says  that  a  full  dose  may  remove  the  pain  in  an  hoar, 
but  Wood  adds  that  by  such  practice  the  mischief  is  oftei 
transferred  to  the  internal  organs.  It  was  supposed  at  oiN 
time  that  it  might  be  of  permanent  benefit  by  increasing  tbi 
elimination  of  uric  acid  by  the  kidneys;  but  Dr.  Qarroft 
investigations  have  barred  this  claim.  It  must  thus  be  oos- 
cluded  that,  in  the  ordinary  dosage,  Colchicum  acts  locallj 
only  upon  gout ;  and,  like  Quinine  with  ague,  may  by  ezoeM 
of  action  suppress  it  injuriously.  It  is  a  question  whethfli 
homoeopathy  can  make  a  better  use  of  it.  There  must  ll 
something  in  the  physiological  action  of  the  drug  whick 
makes  it  so  effective  specially  against  gouty  pain  and  infladt- 
mation — something  qualitative,  as  Dr.  Drysdale  expresses  it)* 
in  its  relation  to  the  disease.  Whether  the  suggesticm  <ii 
Dr.  Garrod's  results  is  worth  anything — ^whether  Colchicini 
diminishes  the  renal  elimination  of  uric  acid,  and  is  tka 
homoeopathic  and  curative  to  gout  at  its  possible  fountaii' 
head — remains  to  be  investigated.  However  this  maybe,]! 
is  certain  that  in  the  various  gouty  neuralgise  and  infisB* 
mations  Colchicum  is  more  effective  than  any  other  medieiBt 
Several  of  these  affections — especially  the  pleurodynia,  th 
angina,  and  the  ophthalmia — are  figured  pretty  plainly  in  it 
pathogenesis;  and  quite  small  doses  are  often  sufficient t 

♦  Brit.  Joum.  of  Horn,,  xxvi,  318. 
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them.  Dr.  I>imliam  lays  stress  on  the  tendency  of 
licom  to  make  the  returns  of  gout  more  asthenic ;  and, 
cting  this  with  the  muscular  weakness  it  causes,  thinks 
)8t  perfectly  homoeopathic  when  gout  presents  the 
nic  form  in  coming  before  us  for  treatment, 
makes  for  the  purely  local  action  of  Golchicum  in  gout, 
rheumatism — so  similar  to  it  in  ita  arthritis,  but  so 
e  it  essentially — should  be  also  under  the  control  of  the 
ine.    But  it  further  strengthens  the  doctrine  of  quali- 

relation,  that  rheumatic  joints  are  not  nearly  so  much 
need  by  it  as  gouty.  It  is,  as  its  proyings  indicate,  in 
liar  rheumatism — especially  torticollis — ^that  it  shows 

most  effectual.  But  in  two  published  cases — one  of 
Cidd's  and  one  of  Dr.  Laurie's  * — ^it  displayed  such  re- 
ible  power  of  controlling  rheumatic  pericarditis,  that  it 
;  to  be  more  frequently  used  in  the  treatment  of  this 
ion.     We  have  seen  that  it  has  inflamed  the  pleursB. 

says  that  the  rheumatic  pains  to  which  it  corresponds 
snerally  tearing.  In  warm  weather  they  are  principally 
t  the  surface  of  the  body ;  as  the  air  grows  cooler  they 

to  penetrate  the  deeper  tissues  and  the  bones.  Dr. 
am  says  that  they  are  worse  at  night, 
statement  of  the  last-named  author's  I  must  cite 
at  comment,  for  what  it  is  worth.  ^'I  would  draw 
tion,"  he  writes,  "to  the  fact  that,  in  many  cases  of 
ling  by  Golchicum,  cataracts  have  formed  before  death 
)  eyes  of  the  sufferers.  Professor  Hoppe  reports  that 
it  he  greatly  benefited,  though  he  failed  to  cure,  three 
of  soft  cataract." 

Is  is  all  I  have  to  say  about  the  therapeutic  power  of 
ieum.     But  I  know  of  few  drugs  which  seem  to  promise 
extensive  applications  in  the  future. 
Ota  racemosa,  Arnica,  Bryonia,  and  Verairum  album  seem 
its  closest  analogues. 

•  Ibid,,  ▼,  314^  and  xiii,  198. 
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The  question  of  dose  is  a  large  one.  Five  drops  of  ti 
moUier-tincture  every  few  hoTirs  seem  to  give  speedy  idk 
without  baneful  consequences,  in  ordinary  gout;  but  T 
Ihmhani  says  that  in  the  atonic  forms  to  which  he  thinks 
specially  suitable  the  fifteenth  dilution  is  quite  strong  enoug 
There  seems  nothing  gained  by  diluting  the  drug  for  i 
other  applications. 

Another  valuable  contribution  to  our    Materia    Medi* 
from  the  indigenous  plants  of  the   American   continent 
the 

CoUinsonia  Canadensis. 

The  tincture  should  be  prepared  from  the  root. 

In  Dr.  Hale's  New  Remedies  may  be  found  a  short  proTin, 
of  CoUinsonia,  together  with  all  that  is  known  about  t2K 
drug. 

From  this  proving,  and  from  the  considerable  clinical 
experience  now  accumulated,  we  are  able  to  define  prettj 
clearly  the  sphere  of  action  of  CoUinsonia.  It  affects  ib€ 
whole  gastro-intestinal  canal,  but  especially  the  rectum,  Thi 
presence  of  flatulence,  spasm,  and  coUc  in  the  parts  aboTC 
confirms  the  indications  for  the  remedy  drawn  from  th< 
condition  of  the  rectum  itself;  but  these  last  alone  arf 
decisive.  From  Dr.  Burt's  proving  it  appears  that  Collia 
sonia  in  small  doses  causes  constipation,  with  straining 
and  duU  pain  in  the  anus  after  stool.  Here  is  shadowed 
forth  the  most  important  action  of  the  drug.  It  is  in  coi* 
sHpaHon  and  hcemorrhoids  from  congestive  inertia  of  the  \owB 
bowel  that  CoUinsonia  proves  such  a  precious  remedy.  W* 
frequently  meet  with  such  a  condition  in  the  middle  aii< 
latter  months  of  pregnancy ;  and  here  I  have  the  greater 
confidence  in  the  drug.  Nor,  though  acting  primarily  on  tl> 
rectum,  does  it  confine  its  curative  influence  to  that  one  onl 
of  the  pelvic  viscera.  In  many  uterine  affections  connects 
with  constipation  it  is  of  great  value.    Cases  are  coUected  1> 
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Dr.  Hale  in  whicli  dyrnnenorrhoea^  pnmius,  and  even  prolapsus 

nieri  liaye  under  such  circumstances  yielded  to  its  use.     One 

of  the  cases  of  pruritus  was  a  woman  in  the  eigHtH  month  of 

piegnancj :  so  that  Collinsonia  should  be  remembered  when 

we  meet  with  that  distressing  form  of  the  affection.     In 

larger  doses,  Collinsonia  irritates  the  rectum  so  much  as  to 

set  up  diarrhoea,  soon  running  on  into  dysentery :  there  are 

severe  colicky  pains  in  the  hypogastric  region  before  and  after 

the  stools,  and  much  tenesmus.    It  has  not  been  used  to  any 

extent  in  complaints  of  this  kind ;  but  in  proctitis  and  rectal 

^fteniery  it  should  rival  Aloes. 

The  rectum  is  thus  the  main  field  of  action  of  Collinsonia ;, 
^  70a  will  see  from  Dr.  Hale's  article  that  it  is  gaining 
<^derable  reputation  as  a  caitliac  remedy.  Time  will  show 
»>  real  place  and  value  here. 

I  hare  already  hinted  that  Aloes  is  a  close  analogue  of 
Collinsonia.  So  also  are  JEsculus  and  Podophyllum,  and — 
Jiore  remotely — Hydrastis,  Nux  vomica,  and  Sulphur, 

I  have  nearly  always  used  the  2nd  dilution ;  but  others 
Kan  to  have  done  as  well  with  the  3rd,  and  others  with 
iBore  material  doses.  Herein  also  Collinsonia  resembles 
Aeolus. 


LECTURE  XVIII. 

COLOCYNTH^  CONIUM,  COPAIBA,  CORALLIUM^  CROCUS^ 

CROTON. 

I  BEGIN  to-day's  lecture  with 

Colocynth, 

■ti  drug  wbicli  is  a  crucial   instance  of  the  fruitful  results 
attainable  by  the  Hahnemannian  process  of  "proving"    on 
the  healthy  body.      Here  is  a  substance  which  traditional 
medicine  knows  simply  as  a  purgative.     The  modem  experi- 
mentation on  animals  has  done  nothing  for  it :  as  a  purgative 
and  nothing  else  it  still  stands  in  the  works  of  Binger,  Wood, 
and  even  Phillips.     But  a  few  physicians  in  Vienna  agreed  to 
test  its  effects  on  their  own  bodies  ;  and  lo  !  a  range  of  action 
is   revealed  which  at  once  puts    it  in  a  high  place  among 
specific  remedies. 

The  dry  pulp  of  the  fruit  is  either  triturated,  or  treated  with 
alcohol  to  make  a  tincture. 

There  is  a  pathogenesis  of  Colocynth  in  the  sixth  volume  of 
the  Beine  ArzneimitteUehre.  It  contains  26  symptoms  from 
Hahnemann  himself,  195  from  six  fellow-observers,  and  29 
from  authors.  In  the  Chronic  Diseases  a  second  pathogenesis 
appears,  but  has  only  swollen  to  283  symptoms  in  all,  the 
additional  ones  being  mainly  Hahnemann's,  t.  e.  observed  on 
patients.  But  our  knowledge  of  the  drug  has  bee^* 
immensely  increased,  and,  indeed,  pretty  well  perfected,  by*'^ 
exhaustive  proving  conducted  with  it  by  the  Austrian  Society* 
Dr.  Watzke's  account  of  the  experiments — ^in  which  sevente^ 
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penoM,  induding  two  women,  took  part — is  translated  from 
thefintTohime  of  the  (Esterreichische  ZeUschrift  in  Metcalf's 
Smodopaihie  Provm^  It  contains  also  an  analysis  of 
Halmenuum's  pathogenesis,  and  a  oompleie  account  of  all 
that  is  known  of  the  drug,  both  as  poison  and  as  medicine. 
"niis  monograph  is  indispensable  for  the  study  of  Colocynth ; 
^d  80  also  is  a  commentary  upon  it  by  Mr.  Pope,  which  you 
viU  find  in  the  twelfth  volume  of  the  Monthly  HonuBopathic 
Meview, 

Traditional  medicine,  as  I  have  said,  knows  Colocynth  only 
^  a  purgative.  It  is  aware,  however,  that  this  action  is 
specific,  and  not  merely  local,  being  induced  by  its  external 
application  as  well  as  by  its  introduction  into  the  stomach. 
It  seems  most  probable  that  thus,  at  least,  it  purges  the  lower 
Wei  only,  as  the  rectum  is  the  only  part  of  the  alimentary 
tiact  found  inflamed  when  a  poisonous  dose  is  injected  into  a 
^^m.  As  under  such  circumstances  there  is  no  manifest 
Station  of  the  stomach,  the  vomiting  which  has  been 
observed  as  a  consequence  of  its  external  application  would 
%ear  to  result  from  an  influence  upon  the  (gastric)  nerves. 
^  more  certain  evidence  of  such  an  influence  is  the  severe 
^Cc  which  always  accompanies  the  purgative  action  of 
Colocynth,  and  which  is  more  marked  with  it  than  with  any 
^er  cathartic.  The  pain  is  generally  about  the  umbilicus, 
^  of  a  twisting  and  burning  character,  increased  by  food,  and 
relieved  by  the  accompanying  diarrhoeic  evacuations.  Tenes- 
^"^  also  is  a  constant  feature  of  the  Colocynth  diarrhoea.  In 
^  case  of  poisoning  by  it  the  intestines  were  glued  together 
HJ  recent  lymph,  showing  its  power  to  inflame  the  peri- 
tooeam. 

The  colic  and  diarrhoea  so  characteristic  of  Colocynth  were 
experienced  by  all  the  provers.  But  in  most  of  them  other 
^ptoms  appeared,  showing  the  power  of  the  drug  to  act 
^pon  the  nervous  trunks  on  the  surface  as  vigorously  as  upon 
^  abdominal  plexuses.  The  trigeminus  is  not  uncommonly 
^^cted,  causing  toothache  and  hemicrania.    But  the  nerves 
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about  the  hip-joint  suffer  most  seyerelj,  the  pain  darting* 
sometimes  down  the  anterior  crural  and  sometimes  down  the- 
sciatic  trunks,  even  to  the  foot.  The  spermatic  and  OTarian 
nerves  are  also  affected — ^the  only  two  provers  of  the  female 
sex  complaining  of  deep  stitches  as  frotn  a  needle  in  the- 
ovaries,  and  one  of  the  male  provers  experiencing  ^pain  and 
swelling  of  the  testicle  and  spermatic  cord. 

The  therapeutical  virtues  of  Colocjmth  are  a  true  reflection* 
of  the  pathogenetic  powers  now  described  as  belonging  to  it^ 
It  is  occasionally  but  rarely  indicated  in  dyaentery.      It 
homoeopathic  to  this  disease  when  the  morbid  process 
confined  to  the  rectum,  the  evacuations  consisting  chiefly 
blood ;  or  when  severe  colic  is  present.     So  also  it  may  now  an< 
then  be  of  service  in  peritonitis  :*  Dr.  Ludlam  reconunends  E.^ 
especially  when  that  portion  of  the  membrane  which  envelojg^s 
the  ovaries  is  affected.    In  both  these  inflammations,  hoi^- 
ever,  I  prefer  Mercurius  corrosivus  as  a  rule.    The  grac^^ 
sphere  of  Colocynth  lies  among  the  neuroses,  especially  whe^K-e 
pain  is  the  most  prominent  feature.    In  Dr.  Watzke's  article 
you  will  find  collected  a  number  of  cases  in  which  neural^-ms^ 
of  the  fifth  nerve,  of  the  solar  and  other  abdominal  plexu»^r 
and  of  the  lumbar  and  femoral  nerves,  have  been  cured  irs-  ft 
brilliant  manner  by  this  medicine.     It  is  in  colic  and  sciat^'C^ 
that  its  greatest  triumphs  have  been  achieved.     I  have  my^i^lf 
been  disappointed  with  it  in  all  but  recent  cases  of  the  latrti^r 
disease,  greatly  preferring  Arsenic  and  Bhus.    But  for  co&^  1 
rarely  require  any  other  remedy,  save  in  those  cases  for  wlmick 
Plumbum  is  the  obvious  simillimum.    Dr.  Bahr  thinks  i't^  » 
"rheumatic  colic"  for  which    Colocynth    is    suitable,  ^^^ 
Plumbum  for  neuralgic.     He  describes  a  similar  conditioxx-  ^ 
the  stomach,  for  which  also  he  recommends  this  remo^J* 
Both  "  are  met  with  in  the  transition  seasons  when  the  sdT  ^ 
cold,  but  the  sun  is  still  powerful  enough  to  heat  the  blood; 
they  likewise   occur  in  summer,  in  consequence  of  sudden 

•  Dr.  Watzke's  case,  in  vol.  xxv  of  the  Brit,  Jaum,,  p.  661,  looks  !*• 
commencing  peritonitis  nipped  in  the  bnd  by  Colocynth. 
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^ib&Dges  in  the  weather."    Dr.  Carroll  Dunham*  mentions  a 

^^ase  in  which  Colocjnth,  given  because  of  the  presence  of  its 

cliancteristic  symptoms  in  the  abdomen  and  about  the  hip, 

seemed  to  cause  the  permanent  disappearance  of  an  enlarged 

^"^ ;  and  Dr.  Ludlam  recommends  it,  under  the  same  cir- 

^^omstanceSy  in  ovarian  neuralgia.     In  one  of  the  provers  it 

-lemoved  neuralgic  pain  and  swelling  of  the  right  testicle  and 

^rmatic  cord — the  result,  as  he  believes,  of  his  previous 

Prt>Tings  of  Natrum  muriaticum. 

I  would  add  what  Mr.  Pope  says  of  the  Colocynth  neuralgia 
^  generaL  "  It  appears  to  me  to  be  that  of  the  rheumatic 
^^  gouly-rheumatic  diathesis.  The  character  of  the  pain,  the 
^ct  that  the  joints  are  all  prominently  affected,  that  in  the 
^^^tiemities  motion  so  generally  increases  the  suffering,  that 
^Sgnvation  of  it  is  so  readily  induced  by  cold  and  damp,  all 
*^em  to  indicate  a  dyscrasia  of  this  nature."  I  may  say  in 
^^iToboration  of  this  that  Colocynth  has  been  found  to  remove 
^l^e  violent  pains  in  the  eyeball  which  precede  the  full 
"^Qrelopment  of  arthritic  ophthalmia. 

The  medicine  which  seemis  to  me  most  closely  allied  to 

^^locynth  is  Bryonia.    It  has  some  points  of  analogy,  more- 

^>er,  with    Arsenicum,   ChamomiMa,   Chelidanium,   Cocctdus, 

^^cmbogef    and    Nux    vomica;    Mr.    Pope    says    also    with 

Siaphytagria. 

It  seems  generally  agreed  that  Colocynth  must  be  somewhat 
'^nted  to  obtain  good  effects  from  it  in  neuralgia.  Even 
^.  Kidd  advises  the  third  decimal  here.  But  in  colic  he 
speaks  of  getting  from  the  mother-tincture  the  same  results 
for  which  Hahnemann  recommends  the  24th  and  30th 
•dilutions. 

^e  have  next  to  study  the  action  of  hemlock, 

Conium. 

^^  tmcture  is,  and  always  has  been,  made  from  the  ex- 

•  Amer.  Horn.  Meview,  vi,  84. 
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pressed  juice  of  the  whole  plant.  It  is  thus  eqaivalent  t 
the  ''soccus"  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeiay  which  Di 
Harlej  has  demonstrated  to  be  the  only  really  active  prepara 
tion  of  hemlock. 

Conimn  is  one  of  the  medicines  of  the  Seine  AnnekniUdlekn 
Its  pathogenesis  appears  in  the  fourth  volume,  and  con 
tains  89  symptoms  from  Hahnemann,  131  from  8  fellow 
observers,  and  155  from  30  authors.  A  later  pathogenesis  ii 
the  first  edition  of  the  Chronic  Diaeases  adds  observations  h} 
two  others  and  by  Hahnemann  himself,  swelling  the  Hst  U 
700:  and  in  the  second  edition  Hahnemann  supplies  212 
more,  which  must  have  been  observ^ed  upon  sick  persons  whil< 
taking  the  80th  dilution.  These  new  symptoms  I  have  ai 
usual  to  discard;  and  I  must  do  the  same  with  nearly  al 
those  cited  by  Hahnemann  from  authors.  They  are,  will 
hardly  an  exception,  observations  on  patients  taking  Conium 
for  cancer  and  other  serious  diseases :  they  profess  to  resoli 
from  preparations  and  doses  of  the  drug  which  later  investi* 
gation  has  shown  to  be  inert ;  and  they  are  but  seldom  pul 
forth  by  the  writers  themselves  as  medicinal  effects.  It  u 
Hahnemann  who,  unable  to  credit  Stoerck's  statement  of  th< 
innocuousness  of  this  renowned  poison,  chooses  to  set  down  tc 
its  action  all  phenomena  appearing  in  the  patients  whik 
taking  it.  Symptoms  most  obviously  the  result  of  the  disease, 
or  of  an  occasional  cause — the  cough  of  pulmonary  cancer,  the 
enteritis  and  death  of  a  severe  chill,  the  serous  apoplexy  of 
an  octogenarian — are  all  set  down  as  pathogenetic  effects  of 
Conium.  Dr.  Harley  has  now  shown  that  Stoerck  was  qnita 
right,  and  that  hemlock  as  he  gave  it  is  incapable  of  ptfh 
ducing  its  physiological  effects.  Until,  then,  the  cited  sym* 
ptoms  of  Hahnemann's  list  have  been  revised,  you  will  do  well 
to  refrain  from  drawing  upon  them  for  instances  of  the  action 
of  our  drug  upon  the  healthy. 

There  has  been  so  much  confusion  between  Conium  and  tho 

other  Umbellif er»,  and  the  extracts  in  which  it  has  been  give^ 

have  been  such  bad  preparations,  that — save  Hahnemann* 
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ttriier  proTings  inth  the  juice — nothing  was  certainly  known 
of  the  real  action  of  Coninm  till  some  thirty  years  ago.  One 
description  of  poisoning  by  it,  howeyer,  stood  on  immortal 
record*  I  make  no  apology  for  gracing  this  lecture  with  the 
passage  from  the  FKaedo  of  Plato  which  contains  it. 

"  Socrates,  having  walked  aboat,  when  he  said  that  his  legs 
vere  growing  heavy,  hiy  down  on  his  back ;  for  the  man  so 
directed  him.  And  at  the  same  time  he  who  gave  him  the 
poison,  taking  hold  of  him,  after  a  short  interval  examined 
Us  feet  and  legs ;  and  then  having  pressed  his  foot  hard,  he 
asked  if  he  felt.  He  said  that  he  did  not.  After  this 
depressed  his  thighs ;  and  thus  going  higher,  he  showed  us 
i]i&t  he  was  growing  cold  and  stiff.  Then  Socrates  touched 
hiniself,  and  said  that  when  the  poison  reached  his  heart  he 
ahonld  then  depart.  But  now  the  parts  around  the  lower 
heDj  were  almost  cold ;  when,  uncovering  himself,  for  he  had 
l^ee&ooyered  over,  he  said  (and  they  were  his  last  words) 
'Crito,  weowe  a  cock  to  ^sculapius;  pay  it  therefore,  and 
do  not  neglect  it.'  '  It  shall  be  done,'  said  Grito, '  but  con- 
sder  whether  you  have  anything  else  to  say.'  To  this  ques- 
,  tioQ  he  gave  no  reply  ;  but  shortly  after  he  gave  a  convulsive 
Burrement,  and  the  man  covered  him,  and  his  eyes  were  fixed ; 
aod  Crito,  perceiving  it,  closed  his  mouth  and  eyes." 

If  we  needed  any  further  demonstration  that  the  koivccov 
^Uch  which  the  Athenians  poisoned  their  criminals  was  our 
Coniuni  maculatum,  we  should  have  it  in  the  elaborate  argu- 
iteni— philological,  botanical,  and  physiological — which  Dr. 
laibert-Gourbeyre  has  just  given  us  in  the  pages  of  the  Art 
^ftKcaZ.*  But  evidence  of  convincing  force  was  afforded  by 
^  case  of  poisoning  recorded  by  Dr.  Hughes  Bennett  in  his 
^WcoZ  Lectures^  which  revived  the  interest  in  Conium  in 
''^cent  times.  The  identity  of  the  phenomena  he  described 
^^  those  recorded  by  Plato  was  obvious  :  both  were  speaking 
^  a  poison  which    caused  paralysis  from  below  upwards^ 
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kiUing  at  last  bj  gradual  asphyxia.     Dr.  Christiaon  l 

once  to  experiment  with  it  on  animals,  and  got  tb 

results.    "  In  various  experiments,"  lie  writes,  **  witb 

.strong  extract  prepared  from  the  green  seeds  with  a 

alcohol,  the  only  effects  I  could  remark  were  palsy,  fira 

voluntary  muscles,  next  of  the  chest,  lastly  of  the  diap 

— asphyxia,  in  short,  from  paralysis,  without  insensibili 

vnth  slight  occasional  twitches  only  of  the  limbs."     i 

•conclusions  have  been  reached  by  more  recent  experin 

who  have  mostly  used  the  alkaloid  of  hemlock,  Conia 

the  most  satisfactory  observations,  with  the  drug  are  t 

Dr.  John  Harley,  who  has  followed  (though  without  a 

ledgment)  the  Hahnemannian  method  of  proving  on  the 

subject.     It  appears  from  the  facts  recorded  in  his  Old 

table  Neurotics  that  the  main  and  only  action  of  full  d< 

hemlock  is  upon  the  motor  centres,  which  are — as  it ' 

.put  to  sleep.     If  the  experimenter  continues  to  use  h 

?the  effect  will  most  probably  be  earlier  felt  in  these 

after  the  manner  seen  in  Socrates.    If  he  remain  in  a  s 

comparative  rest,  the  effects  will  be  first  declared  in  th 

There  is  here  enfeebled  power  of  accommodation  of  visio] 

giddiness  accompanying  every  fresh  adjustment   of 

then  ptosis,  subjective  or  objective ;  from  fuller  doses, 

lazy  or  fixed  expressionless  stare,  and  some  dilatation 

pupils ;  more  rarely  diplopia.     These  phenomena  implj 

lysis  of  the  third,  fourth,  and  sixth  cranial  nerves. 

come  on,  together  with  those  of  the  legs,  within  an  hou 

'the  ingestion  of  the  dose,  and  sometimes  pretty  sudden 

another  three  hours  they  are  gone.     Consciousness  i 

affected,  and  sensation  slightly  and  rarely.    No  other  efl 

the  system  was  observed. 

It  is  a  moot  question  whether  Conium  produces 
results  by  affecting  the  intra-craniaJ  motor  centres,' 
directly  paralysing  the  peripheral  extremities  of  the  n 
All  agree   that  the  cord  is  not  involved,  as  it  is  on 
poisonous  doses  that  reflex  function  is  affected.    But  o 
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fofmer  question  Dr.  Harlej  is  on  one  side,  and  the  Conti- 
Qental  experimenters  on  the  other.  It  is  probably  a  matter 
<d  phjsiological  interest  only,  so  far  as  homoeopathic  appli- 
tiations  of  the  facts  are  concerned.  For,  even  were  its  action 
prioumly  central,  there  is  no  paralysis  originating  in  the  brain 
<^cord  which  is  merely  functional,  as  that  of  Conium  from  its 
beri^  must  be.  The  only  paralysis  to  which  the  law  of 
<iinilan  would  lead  us  is  that  which  supervenes  upon  diph- 
Aoia.  Given  antipathicaUy,  and  in  doses  large  enough  to 
produce  its  physiological  effects,  it  is  foimd  useful  by  Dr. 
Hirley  in  many  forms  of  motor  irritability,  as  chorea,  paraly- 
«»  agit&ns,  infantile  convulsions,  and  local  spasms  and  cramps ; 
^  the  observations  of  others  have  hardly  confirmed  his 
ittolts. 
So  far  of  the  neurotic  action  of  hemlock,  which  is  all  that 

• 

M  recognised  by  modem  medicine.  But  we  are  now  cou- 
nted with  the  fact  that  the  plant  was  re-introduced  into 
pnctdoe  by  Storck  as  a  remedy  for  various  profound  derange- 
loeaU  of  the  vegetative  life,  and  that  in  this  capacity  it  con- 
^ues  in  high  favour  in  the  school  of  Hahnemann.  It  is  the 
btkion  nowadays  to  reject  all  experience  gained  before  the 
tigid  experimentation  of  later  times  set  in ;  but  it  is  a  very 
Unwise  fashion.  Trousseau  and  Pidoux  set  a  much  better 
csunple;  and  profess  to  have  verified  to  some  extent  the 
lUtements  of  Storck  and  his  imitators.  Such  experiments  as 
tkie  of  Harley,  valuable  as  they  are  in  themselves,  prove  no 
^cgfttive.  They  say  nothing  as  to  what  the  long-continued 
^  of  small  doses  of  the  drug  might  do,  either  pathogeneti- 
^J  or  curatively.  Hahnemann  was  led,  from  his  provings 
^  this  kind,  to  conclude  that  Conium  tended  to  engorge  the 
Clauds,  and  recommended  it  in  practice  for  such  engorge- 
^^osUf  especially  when  the  result  of  mechanical  injury.  The 
^ipeiience  of  the  old  physicians  went  to  prove  it  useful  also 
*W  cancer  or  scrofula  attacked  these  organs  ;  and  this  too 
^  been  taken  up  in  the  school  of  Hahnemann.  Again, — 
^  wasting  of  tiie  mammm  and  testicles  has  not  uncom- 
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monly  occurred  (according  to  the  same  authoritieB)  from  i 
use  suggests  the  glands  of  the  reproductiye  system  i 
espedallj  under  its  influence,  and  warrants  its  use  in  OTaria 
affections  also.  Thus,  in  one  way  and  another,  an  extensiT 
homoeopathic  employment  of  Conium  has  grown  up,  as  y(N 
may  see  from  reading  Noack  and  Trinks'  recommendatioxu 
of  it,  or  the  catalogue  of  its  curative  applications  giv^  bj 
Dr.  Carroll  Dunham  in  an  article  upon  it  in  the  fourteenib 
volume  of  the  Monthly  Homceopathic  Review,  I  may  sum  i^ 
up  in  the  following  propositions  : 

1.  Conium  is  especially  useful  to  old  people,  and  amoii( 
these  to  women  still  more  than  to  men. 

2.  It  is  useful  in  hypochondriasis,  especially  when  coo 
nected  with  enforced  abstinence  from  sexual  intercourse. 

3.  It  is  remedial  to  an  extent  yet  undefined  in  scinhoi 
especially  that  of  the  breast,  but  also  where  the  affection  cft 
be  reached  locally,  as  in  cancer  of  the  lip  and  stomach. 

4.  It  is  a  genuine  anti-scrofulous  medicine,  reducing  swc^ 
len  glands,  and  especially  removiag  the  photophobia  < 
strumous  ophthalmia. 

5.  It  is  very  beneficial  in  indurations  of  glands  or  oth< 
soft  parts  caused  by  injuries;  including  in  this  categor 
traumatic  cataract. 

6.  It  has  a  specific  action  on  the  female  breast,  dissipatim 
its  engorgements  and  tumours,  and  relieving  its  pains. 

7.  It  has  hardly  less  influence  on  the  ovaries,  and  on  thflO 
homologues,  the  male  testes.  It  is  often  beneficial  in  scaotj 
menstruation  and  unready  conception  in  the  one  sex,  and  is 
deficient  virility  in  the  other,  resulting  from  passive  engorg©" 
ments  of  these  organs. 

8.  It  is  of  great  value  in  a  certain  form  of  cough.  Vt* 
Hirschel  describes  this  as  "  periodical,  diy,  excited  by  itchingi 
grating,  tickling  in  the  throat  and  behind  the  stemum;  » 
comes  in  short  bouts,  and  is  especially  evoked  by  lying  doWi*f 
talking,  and  laughing." 

These  are  the  main  uses  of  Conium  among  us ;  but  eitfT 
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man's  published  experience  adds  to  it.  I  may  refer  you  to 
tbat  of  Dr.  Bayes,  who  has  much  faith  in  it  in  hepatic  and 
Qterine  derangements,  with  acrid  secretions ;  and  to  that  of 
Teste,  who  thinks  it  a  prime  remedy  in  all  chronic  inflamma- 
tions  of  parenchymatous  organs.  This  is  a  field  which  needs 
careful  survey  and  fresh  work.  I  believe  that  if  the  original 
experiments  of  Hahnemann  and  his  disciples  were  disengaged 
fo>m  their  questionable  surroimdings,  and  the  outline  filled 
in  by  some  patient  proving  on  the  healthy  carried  on  for  a 
length  of  time,  we  might  have  a  valuable  pathogenesis  for 
^Qture  applications. 

In  its  action  on  the  motor  nervous  system  Conium  resembles, 
pbenomenally  at  least,  Ctirare,  Kali  hromidum^  and  especially 
^emtniim :  in  the  vegetative  sphere  its  analogues  are  Iodine, 
Sffdragtis,  and  Baryta. 

The  homoeopathic  uses  of  which  I  have  spoken  have  been 
obtamed  mainly  with  the  medium  and  higher  dilutions. 

The  medicine  next  on  our  list  is 

Copaiba. 

Our  tincture  is  a  solution  of  this  oleo-resin  in  absolute 
ikohol. 

A  short  |Xithogenesis  of  Copaiba  appeared  in  the  Fragmenia 
<fe  virilms,  containing  12  symptoms  from  Hahnemann  and 
8  horn  authors.  He  did  not  again  take  up  the  medicine ;  and 
^  pathogenesis  in  Jahr's  Manual  consists  of  these  symptoms 
^  others  collected  by  Noack  and  Trinks  as  results  of  exces- 
■ire  medicinal  doses.  Teste  gives  us  a  proving  made  on  him- 
self and  seven  or  eight  others,  but  only  with  the  sixth 
fflution. 

The  interest  of  Copaiba  centres  in  its  action  on  the  urinary 
^nuious  membrane.  It  is  generally  acknowledged  that  it  acts 
J^re  as  an  irritant — ^the  influence  being  strongest  in  the 
^i^ra,  and  becoming  weaker  as  it   ascends  towards  the 
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kidney.  Even  on  the  latter,  however,  it  acts  as  sometime 
-potent  diuretic,  sometimes  a  provocant  of  hsematuriaor  ischu 
But  the  urethral  influence  is  most  marked.  Sometimes 
irritation  travels  along  the  seminal  tracts,  and  the  test 
swells  and  is  tender.  Even  rheumatism,  according  to  Pere 
lias  been  ascribed  to  the  use  of  the  balsam.  But  without  bu 
ing  upon  this  last  statement,  enough  has  been  said  to  show 
perfect  homoeopathicity  of  Copaiba  to  gonorrhoea,  in  the  tn 
2nent  of  which  disease  it  has  so  high  a  reputation.  Thii 
•enjoys  in  the  homceopathic  school  also,  as  you  may  see 
reading  Dr.  Yeldham's  excellent  treatise  on  Venereal  Disecu 
He  professes  to  agree  with  Bicord  that  its  local  effect 
indispensable  for  cure  to  be  wrought  by  it ;  but  departs  fr 
this  position  in  recommending  it  also  in  the  gonorrhoea 
women,  for  which  and  for  some  forms  of  leucorrhoea  it  is 
omdoubted  value.  The  truth  is  that  Copaiba  affects  more 
less  all  the  mucous  membranes,  as  well  as  their  external  o 
tinuation,  the  skin.  An  eruption — now  measle-like,  i 
urticarioid,  now  erythematous — often  accompanies  the  act 
of  the  drug ;  and  not  only  is  the  digestive  tube  disordei 
which  might  be  from  local  action,  but  also  the  respiiat 
passages.  Bicord  has  found  it  produce  "  irritation  in 
'larynx  and  the  bronchi ;  dryness  also  in  the  larynx,  huskiu 
in  the  chest,  and  dry  and  painful  cough,  in  connection  a 
which  there  is  expectoration  of  a  semi-purulent,  greenish,  i 
nauseously  smelling  mucus  "  (Phillips). 

Thus  the  ancient  repute  of  the  drug — as  well  sketched 
Teste — in  bronchial  affections  is  substantiated  and  explain 
But,  after  all,  it  is  as  a  remedy  for  urinary  catarrhs  thai 
must  be  chiefly  used.  I  have  found  it  specially  valuable 
irritation  of  the  urethra  and  neck  of  the  bladder  occurring 
old  women.  The  cutaneous  action  of  the  drug  has  har 
been  utilised ;  but  Dr.  Qu^rin-Meneville  mentions  that  orn 
occasion,  when  giving  it  to  a  lady  in  the  sixth  dilution 
some  urinary  troubles,  it  caused  the  disappearance  of 
acne  which  had  long  and  obstinately  disfigured  her  foce. 
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Cannabia  scUivOj  Gantha/risy  and  Terebinthina  are  the  nearest 
dialogues  to  Copaiba. 

There  seems  nothing  gained  by  raising  the  drug  above  the 
^  dilution ;  and  in  gonorrhoea  Dr.  Yeldham  recommends 
^  ten  to  twenty  drops  of  the  1st  decimal  for  a  dose. 

I  have  but  a  few  words  to  saj  of  the  next  name  on  my  list, 

Oorallium  rubrum. 

h  is  prepared  by  trituration. 

There  is  a  short  pathogenesis  of  coral  taken  from  the 
ifckw,  in  Jahr's  Manual ;  but  our  only  real  knowledge  about 
*  is  derived  from  Teste.  "  In  the  provings,"  he  writes, 
'iduch  I  made  with  this  drug  on  my  own  person,  some  years. 
>go,  I  elicited  a  few  exceedingly  characteristic  symptoms, 
'iiich  induced  me  to  prescribe  it  sometimes  with  striking 
^100688,  for  nervous  cough,  asthma  Millari,  and  endemi& 
^ping-cough."  In  his  Treaiise  on  Diseases  of  Children, 
t  Teste  places  Oorallium  first  among  the  remedies  for 
wyngismus  stridulus  and  the  spasmodic  stage  of  pertussis, 
nd  says  that  a  patient  to  whom  he  had  given  the  medicine 
Br  a  chronic  convulsive  cough,  said  to  him,  *'  It  is  like  water 
bown  upon  fire."  I  have  myself  once  or  twice  givea 
'Ondlium  in  whooping-cough  with  very  satisfactory  results^ 
k.  February  1st,  1867, 1  was  asked  to  see  the  daughter  of  the 
fcif.  S.  E — .  In  the  previous  November  she  had  had  a  very 
loablesome  cough,  which  resisted  all  the  treatment  (alio- 
vttdc)  directed  against  it.  Change  of  air  was  at  last  pre- 
oibed ;  and  immediately  on  arriving  at  Norwood  the  cougb 
*iied.  She  returned  home  at  Christmas  time;  but  the 
^b  gradually  reappeared,  and  had  now  assumed  its  former 
iteisity.  I  found  her  firing  minute  guns  of  short  barking* 
^h.  This,  I  was  told,  went  on  all  day ;  and  for  half -an- 
'^  or  so  towards  evening  increased  to  a  violent  spasmodic 
l^xysm.    In  other  respects  the  health  was  fair.     She  was 
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nearly  13,  and  bad  not  yet  menstruated.     The  larynx  *»  g  -pj 
trachea  were  not  tender,  and  the  cough  gave  no  pam.        / 
ascertained  on  inquiry  that  she  was  of  nervous  tempenun^s^i^ 
and  had  more  than  once  manifested  hysterical  symptoms.     / 
gave  her  a  drop  of  Corallium  30  three  times  a  day.    On  the 
5th  I  saw  the    patient  again.      The   cough    had    steadi/j 
diminished  since  beginning  the  medicine.     There  had  bees 
no  paroxysm  for  two  evenings,  and  I  heard  not  a  single  barl 
during  my  visit.     By  the  9th  the  cough  had  quite  disap- 
peared ;  and  it  did  not  return.     Since  this  time  CoraUium  has 
become  quite  a  favourite  medicine  with  me  for  hysterical  and 
other  spasmodic    coughs;    and    I   am  rarely    disappointed 
by  it. 

We  have  analogous  medicines  in  NUric  add,  Atropith 
Droaera,  Hyoacyamxis,  and  Niix  vomica. 

For  dose  M.  Teste  recommends  for  children  the  3(Hb 
potency,  which  led  me  to  choose  it  in  the  case  recorded 
above.     I  have  since  found  the  12th  to  answer  every  purpofle* 

I  come  now  to  a  medicine  which  homoeopathy  has  revired 
out  of  long  neglect  and  disuse,  the  saffron. 

Crocus  sativus. 

We  prepare  by  percolation  a  tincture  from  the  saffron  of 
commerce. 

There  is  a  very  fair  proving  of  Crocus  in  Stapf's  AddiiM^' 
It  was  conducted  on  several  persons,  and  with  the  mother- 
tincture.  The  articles  in  Hempel  and  Teste  also  should  he 
consulted. 

The  ancient  reputation  of  Crocus  as  an  emmenagogaei 
though  ignored  by  modem  therapeutists,  has  been  confirffiAd 
by  our  provings.  We  of  course  use  the  drug  medicinally  ^ 
precisely  the  opposite  purpose,  viz.,  to  restrain  meitorrkaf^ 
It  is  specially  recommended  where  the  menstrual  blood  ^ 
blackish  and  clotted,  or  (Dr.  Quemsey  says)  of  pitchy  coo* 
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stenoe.  I  haye  cured  with  Crocus  many  a  case  of  menor- 
tiagia  80  characterised,  giving  this  drug  during  the  period, 
nd  China  at  the  intervals.  In  this  affection  the  coexistence 
i  a  feeling  as  if  something  alive  were  moving  about  in  the 
Momen  is  said  to  be  a  special  indication  for  Crocus.  Its 
relation  to  such  a  symptom,  which  appears  also  in  its  patho- 
genesis, would  make  it  suitable  in  cases  of  imaginary  preg- 
Bttcjyfor  which  indeed  Teste  recommends  it.  Crocus  has 
*Hne  power  of  affecting  the  brain,  causing  determination  of 
l>iood  thereto,  with  epistaxis ;  and  exciting  in  some  persons 
inunoderate  fits  of  laughter.  It  might  be  useful  in  hysteria 
^eren  in  recent  insanity  in  which  this  symptom  was  promi- 
^t.  I  am  myself  most  struck,  in  reading  the  pathogenesis 
of  Crocus,  with  the  eye-symptoms.  It  ought  to  be  very 
rueful  in  that  form  of  weak  vision  in  which  the  patient  feels 
^  if  there  were  a  gauze  before  the  eyes,  and  tries  to  wink  or 
^  it  away. 

The  analogues  of  Crocus  are  Belladonna,  Platina,  Sabina^ 
^  (most  complete  of  all)  Ruta. 

I  have  always  given  the  2nd  dilution :  and  should  prefer 
descending  to  ascending  the  scale. 

Alphabetically,  my  next  medicine  would  be  the  poison  of 
^  rattle-snake,  Crotalus.  But  I  think  it  more  convenient  to 
^^tom  this  under  the  head  of  the  serpent-poisons  in  general, 
*J^  I  propose  to  do  when  I  come  to  the  chief  of  them, 
^^ehesis.  I  will  conclude  the  present  lecture  by  giving  you 
*^  account  of  the  homoeopathic  uses  of 

Oroton  tiglium. 

^  expressed  oil  may  be  triturated  with  milk-sugar,  or 
^>K>hed  in  alcohol :  but  the  officinal  preparation  is  a  tinc- 
^  of  the  seeds. 

There  is  a  short  pathogenesis  of  Croton,  taken  from  several 
^"^tOdB,  in  Jahr's  Manual,    Its  physiological  effects  are  better 
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studied,  however,  in  the  articles  upon  it  in  Pereira,  Hempd. 
and  Teste. 

Croton  is  another  of  those  drugs  whose  use  well  iUustratec 
the  difference  between  Old  Medicine  and  Homoeopathy.  It  'u 
found  to  have  drastic  and  rubefacient  properties.  Henoe 
says  Old  Medicine,  we  will  use  it  to  pui^e  and  to  coanter< 
irritate  whenever  we  think  such  processes  likely  to  be  bene- 
ficial. Nay,  replies  Homoeopathy  :  Croton  will  rather  be  J 
remedy  for  certain  forms  of  diarrhoea  and  of  cutaneous  ia 
flammation,  resembling  those  which  it  causes.  And  this  w* 
have  indeed  f  oimd  it  to  be. 

The  purgation  produced  by  Croton  seems  not  the  result  c 
inflammatory  irritation,  but  rather  of  such  a  transudation  c 
the  watery  part  of  the  blood  as  is  caused  by  Elaterium  an 
Yeratrum  album,  and  obtains  in  Asiatic  cholera.  The  accon 
panying  symptoms  in  severe  cases,  indeed,  are  striking"! 
choleraic  in  character :  and  Croton  might  fairly  take  raP 
among  the  remedies  for  choleraic  diarrhoea.  Dr.  Guems^ 
considers  a  sudden  and  forcible  expulsion  of  the  stool 
leading  indication  for  its  choice.  It  has  not,  however,  be^ 
so  much  used  in  this  sphere  as  in  that  of  cutaneous  disead 
Teste  was  the  first  to  call  attention  to  the  specific  nature  of  i 
action  on  the  skin,*  and  to  recommend  it  as  a  cutancoi 
remedy.  Later,  Dr.  Bahr  has  followed  in  the  same  track :  yc 
will  find  his  observations  translated  in  the  sixteenth  volup 
of  the  British  Journal  of  Honweopathy.  It  is  agreed  thJ 
eczema  is  the  special  form  of  exanthem  developed  by  Crotot 
and  that  the  face  and  the  external  genitals  are  its  favouri' 
habitats.  It  is  precisely  in  such  eczematous  rashes  that  hoi 
Teste  and  Bahr  have  foimd  it^  curative ;  and  I  can  add  tt 
mite  of  confirmation  to  their  statements.  The  rapid  an 
permanent  manner  in  which  Croton  often  relieves  the  itchin 

•  **  Dr.  Tilbury  Fox  states  that  Croton  oil  sometimes  produces  a  »y" 
metrical  erythema  of  the  face,  lasting  for  a  few  days,  where  no  direc 
application  of  the  drug  could  have  occurred ''  {Ringer,  p.  281). 
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attendftot  upon  eczema  is  one  of  the  prettiest  things  in  medi» 
cioe. 

Dr.  Gnemsej  says  that  Croton  will  remove  the  pain  shoots 
ing  throogh  from  the  nipple  to  the  shoulder  of  which  nursing- 
women  sometimes  complain. 

The  analogues  of  Croton  as  a  drastic  are  Elaterimn^  Veror- 
'nim,  and  Colchicum ;  as  a  cutaneous  irritant  it  ranks  with 
i2U9,  Apisy  and  Anaea/rdium. 

The  dilutions  from  the  3rd  decimal  to  the  6th  centesimal 
h&Te  been  successfully  used. 


LECTURE  XIX. 

CUPRUM^    CURARE,    CYCLAMEN^    DIGITALIS. 

Our  medicines  to-day  will  be  Cuprum,  Curare,  Cyclai 
and  Digitalis. 

By 

Cuprum 

I  mean  the  salts  of  Copper  in  general  as  well  as  the  { 
metal,  for  there  seems  no  difference  in  their  action ;  and  t 
were  used  indiscriminately  by  Hahnemann  in  his  provings  ; 
citations  from  authors. 

A  short  pathogenesis  of  Cuprum,  in  the  form  of  the  sulph 
appeared  in  the  Fragments  de  viribus.  The  acetate  was  tl 
proved  by  Hahnemann  and  four  others,  and  the  results  p 
lished  in  Stapf's  Archiv.  These  ahd  the  foregoing  fini 
appeared  in  the  second  volume  of  the  Chronic  Diseases,  ti 
additional  symptoms  from  Hahnemann  himself,  obtai] 
doubtless  from  patients  with  the  thirtieth  potency  of 
triturated  metal.  If  these  last  could  be  separated  from ' 
rest,  we  should  have  a  very  fair  pathogenesis  of  Cuprum ;  ■ 
more  so,  as  154  of  the  387  symptoms  are  from  authors,  a 
nearly  all  are  observations  of  poisoning  with  the  various  sal 
A  collection  of  cases  of  poisoning  has  been  recently  given 
by  Dr.  Berridge  in  the  appendix  to  the  British  Journal 
HomceXypathy ;  and  these,  with  the  symptoms  of  the  Ohnf^ 
Diseases  and  a  few  others,  have  been  arranged  by  Dr.  Heri 
in  his  Materia  Medica.  Besides  this  you  may  with  advanta 
consult  the  study  of  Cuprum  by  Dr.  Heinigke,  which  has  be 
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translated  from  the  Intemaiioncde  homdapoHache  Pressey  in  the 
thirtieth  volume  of  the  British  Journal, 

The  poisonous  action  of  Copper,  like  that  of  most  metals,  is 
exerted  primarily  upon  the  alimentary  canal,  and  secondarily, 
after  absorption,  upon  the  nervous  centres.  In  these  two 
spheres  of  action  I  propose  to  consider  it. 

I.  The  gastro-enteric  symptoms  induced  by  Copper  are 
those  of  acute  inflammation,  with  severe  colic  and  tympanites. 
That  they  are  specific,  and  not  local  only,  would  appear  from  the 
«ith  case  of  Dr.  Berridge's  collection,  where  they  occurred  in  a 
l&dj  who  was  in  the  habit  of  using  injections  from  a  brass 
■yringe  which  proved  to  be  coated  internally  with  verdigris. 
They  also  appear  in  workers  with  copper.  Their  abdominal 
trouble  is  described  by  M.  Blandet  as  **  a  form  of  enteritis  of 
^ch  the  chief  symptom  is  a  colic,  with  remissions.  The 
workman  bends  himself  double  to  relieve  it ;  the  belly  is 
tender  on  pressure ;  there  is  headache  and  inclination  to  vomit ; 
^hoea  or  constipation  ;  the  vomit  consists  of  bilious  fluid ; 
fe^er  is  present,  and  frequently  lassitude."*  The  copper 
^  is  thus  diflerent  from  that  of  lead,  which  is  non-inflam- 
Jiatory. 

Little  or  no  use  has  been  made  of  these  effects  of  the  metal 
^  the  school  of  Hahnemann  ;  for  the  employment  of  the  drug 
^  cholera  rests  upon  other  groimds.  We  must  go  to  alio- 
ptfhic  practice  to  find  an  instance  of  the  homoeopathic  use  of 
ft5)rom  here ;  and  it  at  once  meets  us  in  the  case  of  chronic 
^ttrhcea  with  or  without  ulceration,  for  which  the  sulphate 
•  in  high  repute.  Dr.  Wood  speaks  of  its  action  as  "  stimu- 
hiit  and  astringent ;"  but  in  the  face  of  toxicology  this  seems 
•mere  evasion  of  the  obvious  inference  from  the  facts. 

n.  The  neurotic  influence  of  Copper  is  very  decided.  "  The 
^fects,"  writes  Pereira, "  produced  by  the  long-continued  use  of 
^ttll  doses  of  the  preparations  of  Copper  are  said  to  be  various 
^ftetions  of  the  nervous  system,  such  as  cramps  and  paralysis.'* 


•  See  Berridge,  Obs.  37. 
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Then  he  writes — "  If  the  cupreous'  prepaiations  be  used  m 
veiy  small  doses,  they  sometimes  give  relief  in  certain  diseaaeB, 
principally  of  the  nervous  system,  without  obyiously  dii- 
ordering  the  functions  ;  in  other  words,  in  these  instances  the 
only  apparent  effect  is  the  modification  observed  in  the  morbid 
condition."  This  is  pretty  good  homoeopathy,  as  far  as  it 
goes ;  but  we  must  individualise  rather  more  closely. 

1.  The  cramps  mentioned  by  Pereira  are  especially  chanc- 
teristic  of  the  action  of  Cuprum.  We  have  seen  an  instanoe 
of  them  in  its  colic  ;  and  you  have  only  to  read  a  few  cases  d 
poisoning  by  it  to  observe  how  readily  they  are  induced  else* 
where  under  its  influence.  They  may  be  local  or  general^ 
clonic  or  tonic  ;  they  may  be  a  simple  trembling,  or  may  go 
on  to  violent  convulsions.  Sometimes  they  occur  in  the  air* 
tubes,  as  observed  by  Dr.  Maissonneuve,*  causing  very  intense 
dyspnoea  with  laryngeal  and  bronchial  spasm. 

Hence  has  arisen  the  first  great  homoeopathic  use  of 
Cuprum,  viz.  to  relieve  cramp  or  spasm,  and  check  conTol^ 
sions.  Its  applications  of  this  kind  are  very  numerous.  Ia 
spasmodic  afEections  of  the  respiratory  organs  it  takes  a  higli 
place.  In  prolonged  laryngismus  it  may  be  given  with  greit 
relief  ;t  though  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  can  check  the  recur- 
rence of  the  complaint  in  children,  where  deeper  causes  are 
usually  at  work.  In  whooping-cough  it  has  been  modi 
praised  by  Drs.  NeidhardiJ:  and  Drummond  ;§  and  Bahr  sajs 
that  by  giving  it  as  soon  as  the  spasmodic  stage  sets  in  lie 
has  succeeded  so  well  that  he  has  scarcely  ever  been  obliged 
to  resort  to  any  other  treatment.  In  pure  nervous  asthma 
Dr.  Bussell  says||  that  there  is  no  medicine  on  which  we  ma/ 
rely  more  confidently  to  relieve  the  paroxysms :  he  saj» 
nothing,  however,  about  checking  their  recurrence.  Passing 
now  to  the  heart,  we  find  Dr.  Bayes  commending  it  highly  i* 
angina  pectoris,  and  ascribing  the  suggestion  to  Dr.  HoUaad- 

•  See  Berridgi',  Obs.  96.  f  See  Bni.  Joum.  of  Horn,,  xxiii,  67^ 

J  Brii.  Joum.  of  Horn,,  xii,  437.     §  Ibid.,  xxxi,  411. 
Jl   CUnical  Leciuret. 
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*rhe  experience  of  these  practical  physicians  should  be  borne 
in  mind ;  I  have  more  than  once  followed  its  guidance  with 
advantage.  Then  we  have  the  use  of  Copper,  common  to  both 
sdiools,  in  chorea  and  epilepsy.  It  is  difficult  to  assign  it  its 
€xact  place  in  the  treatment  of  either  affection  ;  but  in  epi- 
iepsj  Dr.  Bajes  suggests  that  it  is  indicated  bj  extreme 
^lenoe  of  the  convulsions.  He  thinks  it  one  of  our  best 
inedicines  in  this  disease,  and  cites  several  cases  in  point. 
Hanj  others  are  given  bj  Dr.  Baertl,  in  a  collection  of  cures 
<i  epilepsy  which  is  translated  in  the  twenty-second  voliune 
<i(  the  British  Journal  of  Homceopathy, 

It  is,  lastly,  that  feature  in  Asiatic  cholera  which  has  given 
it  the  name  **  spasmodic,*'  which  also  gives  Cuprum  a  place 
^Bumg  its  remedies.    The  alvine  evacuations  of  cholera  are 
■•together  different  from  those  produced  by  Copper ;  yet  the 
true  correspondence  of  disease  and  drug  was  perceived  by 
Hahnemann,  and  his  discernment  has  been  thoroughly  war- 
iiDted  subsequently.    In  his  original  directions  for  the  treat- 
ment of  cholera*  he  put  forth  Cuprum  as  the  specific  remedy 
far  the  "  second  stage  of  clonic  spasmodic  character  "  if — as 
^  often  happened — Camphor  failed  to  relieve.     He  stated 
%t  it  was  to  be  preferred  even  to  Veratrum  here  ;  and  recom- 
mended it  also  as  a  prophylactic.      There  is  now  abundant 
evidence  of  its  efficacy  in  this  last  capacity,  both  among  the 
'^kers  in  the  metal  and  in  those  who  have  worn  a  plate  of 
4 next  the  body  during  the  prevalence  of  the  epidemic.     Drs. 
loisell  and  Drysdale  both  had  occasion  to  speak  well  of  it  in 
He  epidemic  of    1849   in   this   country, — the  former  com- 
mending it  for  the  cramps,  the  latter  also  for  the  vomiting. 
li  1866  Mr.  Proctor,  who  treated  a  number  of  fully  developed 
^Mes  with  great  success  (he  lost  14  only  out  of  98),  writesf 
**^"  For  the  cramps  it  was  unquestionably  the  best  remedy,  and 
I  may  say  for  the  vomiting  also.     In  the  stage  of  collapse  I 
Ktmdually  found  myself  trusting  mainly  to  Cuprum,  and  the 

•  Lesser  WritingSf  p.  847. 
t  Brit.  Journ.f  xxv,  94. 
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impression  is  very  strong  on  my  mind  that  in  collapse  it  is  the 
most  reliable  of  our  remedies.  It  appears  to  go  deeper  into 
the  organism  and  to  fasten  upon  the  disease  with  a  firmer  and 
more  tenacious  grip.  Certainly  it  accomplishes  much  hj 
keeping  the  stomach  quiet,  and  thus  enabling  us  to  introduce 
and  retain  what  other  medicine,  or  stimulant,  or  nourishmfflt» 
we  may  desire." 

2.  The  paralysis  of  Cuprum  resembles  that  of  Plumbnm 
more  closely  than  does  its  colic.  It  is  one  affecting  the  hands 
alone,  or  at  most  the  arms.  Here  is  a  description  of  it  in  ft 
copper- worker  : — "  Bight  forearm  in  constant  pronatioo,  hand 
bent  at  right  angle  to  arm,  thumbs  drawn  into  pahn,  fingers 
flexed ;  motion  of  elbow  remains  good,  but  in  the  hand,  and 
especially  in  the  joints  of  the  fingers,  extension  is  impossiUei 
and  flexion  only  partial ;  upper  extremities  much  emaciatedr 
right  more  than  the  left ;  right  hand  nothing  but  skin  and 
bone."  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  present  application  of 
such  facts. 

3.  A  more  important  part  of  the  neurotic  action  of  Cupnut 
is  its  powerful  influence  upon  the  brain.  Almost  every  font 
of  cerebral  disorder  has  been  induced  by  its  poisonous  action; 
at  the  same  time  autopsy  shows  no  sign  of  organic  mischifiL 
The  inferences  deducible  herefrom  were  well  drawn  out  andaeft 
forth  by  Dr.  George  Schmid,  of  Vienna:  you  will  fiaid  his  paper 
on  the  subject  translated  in  the  first  volume  of  the  BriHA 
Journal  of  Homoeopathy,  He  was  led  especially  to  recommend 
the  use  of  Copper — in  the  form  of  the  acetate — in  the  cerebral 
symptoms  which  result  from  the  retrocession  of  any  of  thfr 
acute  exanthemata,  or  from  difficult  dentition  in  childreQi 
when  the  condition  is  scarcely  active  enough  to  require  Bella* 
donna.  These  suggestions  have  been  confirmed  by  the  exp^ 
rience  of  most  homoeopathists ;  and  the  use  of  Cuprum  i» 
such  conditions  may  be  considered  established.  Its  1»* 
illustrator  is  Dr.  Drummond,  of  Manchester,  who  in  a  papc^ 
published  in  the  thirty-first  volume  of  the  British  Jovf^ 
relates  cases  of  retrocession  of  eczema,  nc  easles,  and  scarlatio* 
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in  wliich  Cuprum  aceticum  was  employed  with  most  grati- 
ijmg  results.  He  speaks,  also,  of  great  benefit  from  its  use 
in  oerebro-spinal  meningitis ;  and  in  some  recent  experiments 
(m  animals  related  in  the  thirty-second  Tolimie  of  the  same 
journal  great  hyperemia  of  the  meninges  of  brain  and  spine 
iwe  noted. 

The  experiments  just  mentioned  were  made  in  view  of  an 

extensive  proving  of  Copper  and  its  salts,  just  set  on  foot  by  the 

Central  Homoeopathic  Society  of  Germany,  which  promises 

greatly  to  enlarge  our  knowledge  of  the  action  of  the  drug.    In 

two  rabbits  to  whom  the  drug  was  administered  by  subcuta- 

BeoQB  injection  the  urine  became  scanty  and  albuminous,  and 

Ae  kidneys  were  f otmd  after  death  with  their  tubes  full  of  shed 

and  degenerated  epithelium.    The  left  Tentricle  of  the  heart 

*»B  much  hypertrophied  and  the  liver  granular.     This  is  very 

Wggestive,  and  connects  Cuprum  with  Arsenic.      Further 

indications  for  its  use  may  be  derived  from  the  experience 

cf  the  school  of  Rademacher,  with  whom  it  is  one  of  the  great 

ifBtemic  remedies.     Dr.  Heinigke  states  that  Eademacher 

considered  it  indicated  when  there  was  premature  exhaustion 

o(  strength  in  illness  ;  and  that  it  rapidly  showed  when  it  was 

doing  good  by  the  sense  of  being  better  which  the  patient 

ttpericnced.    Another  sign  of  the  same  meaning  was  that 

tke  urine  became  clearer  and  more  plentiful  when  it  was 

otherwise.     A  long  series  of  cases  of  diseases  benefited  by  it, 

idated  by  Dr.  Kissel,  a  prominent  member  of  the  school^ 

Spears  in  the  eighteenth  volume  of  the  British  Journal.     I 

ihonld  add   that  the  jaundice  which  so  often   appears  in 

copper-poisoning  has  not  yet  been  accounted  for  or  utilised  in 

pntetice. 

The  chief  analogues  of  Cuprum  are  its  fellow-metals, 
^nmcum  and  Plumbum.  It  has  points  of  resemblance, 
•toreover,  to  Nux  vomica  and  Secale. 

The  higher  potencies  of  metallic  Copper,  the  lowest  of  the 
acetate,  have  been  most  frequently  given  with  success. 
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My  next  medicine  is  one  of  almost  purely  physiological 
interest  to  you,  but  which  homoeopathy  has  lately  be^  to 
employ  in  practice.  It  is  the  Indian  arrow-poison,  yariously 
called  wourali,  woorara,  or  (as  we  haye  it) 

Curare. 

It  is  prepared  for  our  use  by  solution  in  alcohol. 

Our  knowledge  of  the  poisonous  action  of  Curare  iaweH 
put  together  by  Dr.  Carfrae  in  the  fourth  Tolume  of  tho 
Annals,  Cases  illustrating  its  curative  power  have  been  give^ 
us  by  Mr.  Freeman  in  the  ninth  volume  of  the  IfoniUjf 
Homoeopathic  Review, 

The  poisonous  effects  of  Curare  are  very  well  ascertained. 
It  seems  to  act  purely  and  simply  upon  the  motor  portioB 
of    the    nervous    system,    paralysing    it,    and    doing    so 
from    the    periphery    towards    the    centre.      It    has  vexy 
naturally  been  tried  in  tetanus :   but  without  success.    W« 
on  the  other  hand  have  as  naturally  endeavoured  to  put 
it  to   use   in   the   treatment   of  paralysis.     Mr.  PreemaD** 
observations  are  the  only  records  of  its  use  which  we  hat» 
at  present.     He   specifies  his  cases  as — 1.  Paralysis  of  the 
parts  supplied  by  all  the  motor  cranial  nerves,  pains  being 
absent.      2.  Lateral  paralysis  after  apoplexy.      3.  PanJyA 
from  mechanical  injury.      4.  The  class  of  cases  known  as 
nervous  debility.      6.  The    debility  of    aged    persons.    6. 
Debility  after  exhausting  illness.     Of  the  two  cases  cited 
imder  the  first  heading,  one  is  briefly  described  as  **  general 
motor  paralysis,"  and  the  action  of  the  drug  is  dobiouB. 
The  other  seems  an  instance  of  temporary  loss  of  motor  poirer 
from  repeated  attacks  of  "  apoplectiform  congestion,"  whichi 
according  to  Trousseau,  is  epilepsy.     There  was  double  fadJ 
and  right  lateral  paralysis ;  swallowing  and  articulation  als^ 
were  affected.     Curare  immediately  restored  the  power  ef 
swallowing:    and    the   other    symptoms    steadily   subsided 
yfhether  post  or  propter  hoc  I  cannot  say.     The  cases  of  th* 
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eoond  and  third  sectionB  do  not  impress  me  with  the  power  of 
^e  drug.  Far  more  satisfactory  is  its  action  in  the  semi- 
paralysis  called  nenrous  debility,  and  in  that  which  results 
from  over-suckling  or  from  exhausting  illnesses.  On  the  whole» 
it  is  in  these  last-named  conditions  that  we  may  expect  most 
Iwnefit  from  Curare. 

I  would   add  that  Claude  Bernard   states   that  Curare 

pualyses    the   vaso-motor    as  well  as   the   musculo-motor 

Mr?e8.      The  fact  may  bear  fiuit  one  day  in  our  thera- 

petttics. 

The  dilutions  from  3  to  12  were  used  in  Mr.  Freeman*^ 

The  next  medicine  on  my  list  is  the  common  sowbread. 

Cyclamen  Europseum. 

The  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  fresh  root. 

The  original  proving  is  in  the  fifth  volume  of  the  Beine 
'^nndmiUeUehref  where  there  are  5  symptoms  from  Hahne- 
^^!on  himself,  and  197  from  four  fellow-observers.  There 
•  an  additional  proving  by  the  Vienna  physicians  in  their 
y^onial :  and  some  remarks  and  cases  illustrative  of  its 
*k»apeutic  virtues,  by  Dr.  Eidherr,  may  be  read  in  the  tenth 
^'ohnne  of  the  North  American  Journal  of  Homoeopathy, 

The  only  constant  and  remarkable  actions  of  Cyclamen 
'  ^  upon  the  head  and  eyes,  and  upon  the  female  sexual 
^^fgans.  Headache  with  dizziness,  and  obscuration  of  sight, 
^  the  symptoms  of  the  fonner  parts.  When  these  have 
W  present  in  cases  of  chlorosis  from  checked  menstrua- 
■**!  Cyclamen  has  proved  in  Dr.  Eidherr's  hands  a  most 
^'•hiable  remedy,  restoring  the  menses  and  with  them  the 
t^ral  health. 

The  resemblance  to  Pulsatilla  is  most  obvious. 

^  Br.  Eidherr's  cases  the  15th  decimal  dilution  was  that 
^. 

1% 


838  DIGITALIS. 

We  come  now  to  a  medicine  'of  great  interest 
importance,  the  purple  foxglove, 

Digitalis. 

The  tincture  of  the  British  Homoeopathic  Pharmaoop 
made  from  the  leaves.  This  is  of  consequence,  as  tb 
the  only  part  of  the  plant  which  contains  Digitaline 
alcohol  dissolves  it  freely. 

Digitalis  was  proved  by  Hahnemann,  with  the  exp: 
juice  of  the  leaves,  for  the  Fragmenta  de  viribus,  whe 
pathogenesis  contains  23  symptoms  from  himself,  a; 
from  ten  authors.  In  the  fourth  volume  of  the  Materia  i 
Pura  his  own  symptoms  have  increased  to  73,  and  the 
224  from  ten  f ellow-provers ;  while  he  has  gone  to  thirty 
authors,  and  obtained  from  them  131  observations, 
were  mostly  made  upon  patients  taking  the  drug,  but  a 
often  vitiated  on  that  account.  The  Chronic  Diseases  gi 
another  pathogenesis,  containing  702  symptoms.  The 
tional  300  are  furnished  by  three  new  observers,  and 
experiments  of  Jorg  and  eight  of  his  pupils,  who  prov 
drug  in  small  doses — one  to  three  grains — of  the  po^ 
leaves.  I  should  say  that  in  the  Materia  MediiM 
Hahnemann  directs  the  seeds  to  be  used,  in  the  C 
Diseases  the  whole  plant. 

Upon  these  facts,  and  the  few  single  experiments 
quently  made,  were  based  in  time  past  two  excellent  ess 
Digitalis, — that  of  Dr.  Black  in  the  fourth  volume  < 
British  Jov/mal  of  Homceopathy,  and  that  of  Dr.  Bahr* 
obtained  the  prize  of  the  Central  Homoeopathic  Sod 
Germany  in  1858.  Since  their  publication  the  lit€ 
©f  the  medicine  has  immensely  increased.  It  hsu 
largely  experimented  with  on  animals  both  at  hon 
abroad,  and  its  effects  and  rrvodus  operandi  have  i 
continual  discussion.    Its  therapeutic  applicationSi  moi 

*  Digitalis  Purpurea,  Leipzig,  1859. 
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&st  made  to  scrofula,  and  then  to  phthisis,  haye  received  a 
"wide  extension  in  the  sphere  of  cardiac  disease  and  other 
Orders  of  the  circulation.  It  therefore  fills  a  large  space 
in  the  treatises  of  Wood,  Binger,  and  Phillips,  and  has  been 
made  the  subject  of  special  monographs  byBrunton,*  Reith,t 
^d  Fothergill.J  In  the  twenty-first  volume  of  the  British 
Mrnal  of  Homocepaihy  Dr.  Madden  and  the  present  speaker 
^iscoBsed  the  action  of  the  drug  on  the  heart  in  the  light  of 
the  new  investigations  so  far  as  they  had  gone.  To  the 
conclusions  then  arrived  at  I  still  in  the  main  adhere ;  but 
tbe  whole  subject  needs  fresh  exposition  as  it  has  received 
wnewed  study. 

I  would  first  call  your  attention  to  the  emetic  effects  of 
Mgitalis.  The  drug  is  not  used  medicinally  to  excite  vomit- 
ing, as  its  other  workings  are  undesirable.  But  its  emetic 
properties  are  imdoubted,  active,  and  specific.  It  sets  up  the 
edition  of  nausea — with  its  depression,  salivation,  sweating, 
*nd  other  phenomena — as  powerfully  as  does  Antimony  ;  and 
^  vomiting  is  severe,  and,  when  once  excited,  often  lasts  for 

We  have  already  studied  the  nausea  and  emesis  produced 
I7  drag-action  when  speaking  of  Tartar  emetic.  We  have 
leen  that  it  is  brought  about  by  an  influence  on  the  nervous 
^tres  at  the  base  of  the  brain  and  in  the  medulla  oblongata, 
ttd  is  conducted  therefrom  by  the  vagi.  We  have  also  seen 
m  the  case  of  that  drug  a  power  to  retard  to  a  large  extent 
^  action  of  the  heart  and  lungs,  and  have  found  such  power 
^licable  by  a  similar  central  impression  and  pneumogastric 
^^tUksmission.  Now  the  effect  of  Digitalis  which  most 
^^k  the  older  observers  was  its  slow  pulse.  They  found 
^  rate  reduced  from  its  norm  or  higher  to  about  40,  as 
Bsbnemann  shows  by  numerous  citations.  To  the  same 
^'bct  is  the  testimony  of  all  recent  observation  and  experi- 

*  OmMigildlit,  Lond.,  1868. 

t  On  the  Actions  and  Uses  of  Digitalis,  Edifih,  Med.  Joum.,  1868. 

X  DigitaUi :  Um  mods  of  action,  and  Us  we,  Lond.,  1871. 
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ment.    Some  indeed  speak  of  a  primary  acceleration,  ^%ai 
many  more  of  tlie  same  thing  occurring  secondarily;    \}at 
nearly  all  agree  that  retardation  is  the  characteristic    and 
longest-lasting  effect  of  the  drug.    Analogy  would  sug-gpest. 
that  with  Digitalis,  as  with  Tartar  emetic,  the  slow  pulse  is  ut 
effect  of  the  stimulation  of  the  vagi ;  and  the  balance  of 
experiment  is  decidedly  in  favour  of  the  hypothesis.    The 
primary  acceleration,  noticed  by  several  as  an  effect  of  small 
doses,  is  readily  thus  accounted  for,  as  a  very  weak  galTanio- 
stimulation  of  the  pneumogastrics  is  found  to  quicken  the 
heart's-action.  Or  it  may  be  a  result  of  the  unopposed  influence- 
of  the  ganglionic  excitation  of  which  I  shall  presently  speak.. 
In  the  former  case  the  pulse  would  be  weaker,  in  the  latter    . 
stronger ;  and  both  characters  have  been  noticed  in  it  by  dif-    j 
f erent  experimenters.  ] 

But  now  another  fact  encounters  us.  The  retarded  heart*  ^ 
beat  of  excitation  of  the  vagi  is  always  accompanied  by  i 
diminution  of  arterial  pressure,  whereas  this  last  is  notably 
increased  under  the  influence  of  Digitalis.  We  have  thus  tc 
suppose  a  similar  action  exerted  by  it  upon  the  arteries  them- 
selves, through  the  medium  of  the  vaso-motor  nerves.  Such  aa 
action  is  acknowledged  by  all  observers  ;  and,  with  hardly  air 
exception,  is  affirmed  to  be  central  rather  than  peripheral' 
That  is,  it  is  effected  by  an  influence  exerted  by  the  drug  e^ 
the  vaso-motor  centre  which  physiological  research  has  dis- 
covered at  the  base  of  the  brain,  hard  by  the  corpora  quad- 
rigemina.*  By  this  influence  the  whole  arterial  system  ^ 
thrown  into  a  state  of  tension ;  the  vessels  themsekes  are 
contracted  ;  and  the  heart  is  stimulated  to  beat  forcibly,  and 
would  beat  fast  if  the  inhibitory  power  of  the  vagi  would 
permit.  Thus  it  comes  about  that  the  slow  pulse  of  Digitalis 
is  often  a  strong  one. 

^  These  are  the  primary  phenomena  of  the  action  of  V'^" 
talis.    It  is  seen  to  have  just  such  a  limited  neurotic  infl^- 

♦  See  Sevue  Momaopathique  Belge^  Jan.,  Feb.,  1875. 


DIGITALIS.  841 

I  that  which  belongs  to  Tartar  emetic  (and  also  to 
.  and  Tabacum);  an  influence  upon  the  group  of 
at  the  base  of  the  brain  which  preside  over  Tomiting 
Ltrol  the  circulation.  It  may  either  excite  the  first  of 
lone;  or,  if  this  be  avoided,  it  stimulates  the  whole 
I  system — inhibitory  and  motor — of  the  circulation, 
;  heart  and  arteries  in  a  firm  grip.  This  increase  of 
by  excitation  of  the  vaso-motor  centre  is  peculiar  to  it 
its  cognate  drugs. 

it  is  admitted  by  all  observers  that,  after  a  time  when 
te  doses,  at  once  if  large  doses  are  given,  an  opposite 
>n  manifests  itself.  The  pulse  quickens,  and  becomes 
rregular  and  intermittent ;  the  arterial  pressure,  as 
ed  by  the  haemadynamometer,  foils.  The  heart's 
8  still  for  a  time  forcible,  but  it  is  tumultuous.  The 
symptoms  are  those  of  depressed  circulation,  with 
.  temperature ;  there  is  syncope,  and — if  the  dose  be 
nough — death.  It  is  the  custom  to  speak  of  such 
lena  as  those  of  reaction,  from  exhaustion  of  the 
mulated  nerves.  But  I  think  that  the  gravest  objec- 
3  against  such  an  hypothesis.  That  the  symptoms  in 
a  appear  primarily  when  poisonous  doses  are  given ; 
nervous  exhaustion  can  stop  the  heart's  action,  as 
the  organ  itself  is  healthy;  that  after  death  so 
I  the  ventricles  are  found  contracted  and  not  dilated — 
re  insurmountable  difficulties  in  the  way  of  adopting 
me  recoil  there  doubtless  is  after  over-stimulation ;  but 
(uch  an  extent  as  that  seen  in  the  collapse  of  Digitalis- 
Qg.  I  believe  that  we  must  look  for  an  explanation  of 
an  action  of  the  drug  upon  the  heart  itself.  That  it 
»h  an  action  seems  proved  by  the  researches  of  M. 
Bernard,  which  have  been  strangely  lost  sight  of  in 
ent  discussions  about  Digitalis.  It  is,  according  to 
jne  of  the  poisons  which  act  directly  upon  the  mus- 
flsue,  paralysing  and  killing  it.  It  affects  that  portion 
•  See  ^ed.  Times  and  Gazette,  Sept  29, 1860. 
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of  muscular  tissue  whicli  constitutes  tlie  lieart  earlier  tha& 
any  other,  so  that  in  cold-blooded  animals  like  frogs  the 
heart's  action  may  cease  four  hours  before  general  deitih 
ensues  :  there  is  (as  has  been  said)  a  dead  heart  in  a  living' 
body.  Bigor  mortis  sets  in  exceedingly  early ;  and  on  open- 
ing  the  thorax  immediately  after  death  the  heart  is  found 
contracted,  rigid,  motionless,  and  totally  empty.  A  farther 
examination  discloses  remarkable  chemical  and  electrical 
changes  in  the  heart  and  other  muscles.  The  muscular  juice 
is  acid  instead  of  alkaline ;  and  the  external  surface  is  elec- 
trically negative  to  the  cut  surface,  instead  of  (as  normallj) 
positive. 

By  these  views,  as  it  seems  to  me — and  all  recent  experi' 
mentation  is  in  accordance  with  them — all  the  phenomena 
before  us  are  elucidated.  While  Digitalis  stimulates  tihe 
nervous  supply  of  the  circulation,  it  kills  its  muscular  appv 
ratus.  The  latter  action  is  slower  than  the  former,  and  is  for 
a  time  masked  by  it.  But  that,  while  pneumogastrics  and 
sympathetic  are  acting  upon  the  heart,  slowing  and  at  the 
same  time  urging  its  beat,  it  is  nevertheless  losing  its  inherit 
vigour,  is  shown  by  a  remarkable  fact.  It  was  often  noted  bf 
the  older  observers  that  though  the  pulse  \mder  the  influence 
of  the  drug  was  slow  while  the  patient  retained  the  recumbent 
posture,  it  became  enormously  quickened — often  to  double  ita 
rate  and  more — when  he  stood  up.  This  could  only  be  from 
enfeeblementof  the  muscular  walls  of  the  heart,  which  endear 
voured  by  increased  rapidity  of  action  to  answer  the  additional 
call  made  upon  it.  Thus  rightly  was  the  fact  explained.  Th^ 
same  account  must,  I  think,  be  given  of  the  irregularis  ^ 
pulse  so  characteristic  of  the  drug's  action.  The  rhythm 
of  the  heart's  alternate  contractions  and  expansions  is  a  ^ 
perty  of  its  tissue.  It  cannot  be  altered  by  any  modificatioD 
of  its  nervous  supply  :  it  fails  only  as  the  muscular  substance 
itself  loses  its  integrity.*    Lastly,  the  symptoms  and  poa^ 

*  "  Irregularity  of  rhythm  is  not  due  to  disordered  innenratioDt  h*^  ^ 
obvious  debility"  (Fothergill,  op,  cU,t  p.  13).  , 
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mortem  appearances  which  show  the  heart  dying  in  systole 
instead  of  diastole,  which  are  thought  to  prove  the  drug  a 
ttidiac  stimulant  to  the  last,  receive  their  explanation.  The 
lieirt  poisoned  bj  Digitalis  is  contracted  and  not  dilated ;  but 
Ui6  contraction  ia  the  rigor  moriis.  The  immediate  cause  o£ 
tluB  phenomenon  has  been  shown  to  be  the  change  of  the  mus- 
cnlar  juice  from  alkaline  to  acid ;  and  this  very  change  is  in- 
wired  in  the  destructive  action  of  the  drug  upon  the  integrity 
^  the  muscular  tissue. 

It  will  be  well,  while  these  facts  are  before  us,  to  speak  o£ 
^  therapeutic  virtues  of  Digitalis  in  the  sphere  of  the  circu« 
vtion.  Its  power  of  slowing  the  heart's  action  was  early 
tt»de  use  of  in  the  treatment  of  phthisis,  where  rapidity  of' 
^Qcolation  is  so  obvious  and  exhausting ;  and  subsequently 
*7  the  Basorists  in  Italy,  and  again  of  late  years  in  Germany, 
^bas  been  largely  employed  in  the  treatment  of  fevers  and 
iiifluDmations.  In  the  former  it  certainly  retarded  the  pulse, 
W  rarely  checked  the  progress  of  the  disease :  in  the  latter 
^effectually  reduces  the  temperature,  but  does  nothing  to 
Aile—if  it  does  not  actually  increase — the  mortality.  It  is 
^doned  in  phthisis ;  and  will  iaevitably  share  the  same 
^  in  fever.  Such  primary  stimulations  are  rarely  available 
bt  true  curative  purposes.  The  only  really  valuable  applica-. 
Hon  of  this  action  of  Digitalis  seems  to  be  in  cases  where  the 
<)vifioe8  of  the  heart  are  narrowed,  and  the  frequency  of  its 
contractions  prevents  it  from  returning  to  a  functionally 
^tftmal  state,  and  keeps  up  the  disturbance  of  the  circulation, 
bwas  in  this  cardiac  condition  that  Digitalis  was  most  fre- 
fieatly  used  of  old ;  and  the  physicians  of  the  first  half  of 
^  present  century  speak  in  high  terms  of  the  benefit  ob- 
Wioed  by  the  temporary  retardation  of  the  heart's  action 
Qtdooed  by  the  drug. 

Bat  it  had  early  been  noted  by  several — and  notably  by 
^««ara  and  Sir  Henry  Holland — that,  though  it  seemed 
'timge,  a  weak  heart  would  grow  strong  and  an  intermittent 
pdie  become  regular  tmder  the  action  of  the  foxglove.     Such 
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oxperiences  accumulated  ;  and,  when  physiological  experiment 
began  to  be  made,  it  was  thought  that  the  facts  were  well 
accounted  for,  and  that  Digitalis  was  after  all  a  stimulant  and 
not  a  depressant  of  the  heart.    A  rush  was  made  in  the  oppo- 
site direction,  and  Dr.  Handfield  Jones  gave  utterance  to  the 
general  impression  when  he  proclaimed  the  drug  "  our  cardiac 
tonic   Kar*  cfox>/>',  specially  to  be   resorted  to  in  cases  of 
asthenia   and  peril  from  failing  circulation."      That  such 
effects  can  be  produced  by  utilising  the  sympathetic  chanod 
of  the  neurotic  stimulation  induced  by  Digitalis  is,  I  think, 
undoubted.     It  is  surely  this  which   is  brought  into  plaj 
in  such  cases  of  collapse  as  that  recorded  by  Dr.  Pother- 
gill.     The  patient — after  a  labour  with  twins — was  apparently 
in  artictdo  mortis :  the  limbs  were  cold,  the  body  in  a  state  d 
deathly  clammy  sweat,  the  face  livid,  no  pulse  could  be  felt  at 
the  wrists,  and  a  mere  fluttering  was  heard  when  the  ear  was 
placed  over  the  region  of  the  heart.    Brandy  and  ether  had 
been  given  without  any  good  effect ;  and,  as  dissolution  was 
every  moment  expected,  it  was  decided  to  try  Digitalis.    HaK- 
a-drachm  of  the  tincture  was  given  every  hour ;  after  four 
doses  reaction  set  in,  and  after  three  more  recovery  was  com- 
plete.   Digitalis  acts  here  on  the  hollow  muscle  of  the  heart 
as  it  does  on  that  of  the  uterus,  stimulating  it  to  oontra<^» 
and  through  the  same  ganglionic  nerves.      But,  if  Digitalis 
acts  upon  the  heart  only  through  its  nerves,  it  is  difficult  to 
see  how  it  can  exercise  more  than  a  temporary  stimuhuit  in* 
fluence  upon  it.    A  drug  can  surely  give  strength  to  a  tissue 
only  by  acting  directly  upon  the  tissue  itself,  or  upon  the 
blood  which  nourishes  it.    The  theory  is  seen  by  many  to  he 
fallacious ;  and  Brunton  gives  warning  that  a  fragile  heart 
laay  easily  rupture  under  stimulation,  while  Beith  asserts  that 
sudden  death  is  no  uncommon  result  of  the  practice,  account- 
ing for  this  by  the  anoemia  of  the  organ  caused  by  the  con- 
traction of  the  coronary  arterioles.     Binger   finally  argues 
that  the  "  tonic  "  theory  fails  to  explain  the  benefit  wrought 
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hj  the  drug  in  cardiac  disease,  and  asserts  that  in  simple 
debilily  of  the  heart  it  is  useless  and  even  hurtful. 

While  these  variations  have  been  going  on  in  the  ranks  of 
the  old  school,  Homoeopathy  has  been  pursuing  with  Digitalis, 
is  with  other  medicines,  the  even  tenor  of  her  way.  I  know 
lot  how  it  has  been  with  my  colleagues,  as  there  has  been 
ittle  published  on  the  subject :  but  for  myself  Digitalis  has 
ilivays  been  a  valued  remedy  in  weakness  of  the  heart.  I 
lare  regarded  it  as  a  cardiac  tonic  in  disease  because  it  is  a 
cardiac  debilitant  in  health ;  and  have  used  it  accordingly. 
Simple  enfeeblement  of  the  muscular  walls  of  the  heart  has 
leemed  to  me  a  very  common  condition.  Vertigo,  tendency 
^  STncope,  breathlessness  on  exertion,  and  palpitation — some 
^  all  of  these  are  its  symptoms ;  and  it  finds  in  Digitalis 
^  potent  and  rarely  failing  remedy.  Again,  the  slow  pulse  of 
lie  drug,  seized  upon  by  Hahnemann's  penetration  as  the 
ibaracteristic  feature  of  its  action,  has  often  led  to  its  suc- 
^Cttfnl  use  in  cases  where  it  was  present. 

The  use  of  Digitalis  in  organic  disease  of  the  heart  is  a 
H^er  question.  The  old  view  of  its  operation  led  to  its  being 
fiven  in  hypertrophy  and  over-action  of  the  organ  :  now  it  is 
tetcribed  for  dilatation  and  debility — and  in  both  one  and 
be  other  with  good  effects.  Dr.  Binger  has  furnished  a 
KMt  elaborate  and  practical  survey  of  all  the  facts ;  and 
Miles  to  the  conclusion  that  Digitalis  is  useful  in  proportion 
•  the  symptoms  depend  upon  irregularity  of  the  heart's 
ction.  As  such  irregularity  is  prominent  among  its  patho- 
«Detic  effects,  the  homoeopathicity  of  its  action  is,  if  Dr. 
Bnger  be  right,  self-evident.  It  is  no  less  so  in  the  condi- 
ka  which  Dr.  Phillips  postulates  for  it,  viz.  a  general 
wous  hyperemia ;  Dr.  Binger  meaning  the  same  thing 
'ben  he  says  that  it  is  in  heart  disease  with  lividity  and 

*  Tbe  hTpothesU  of  direct  action  upon  the  substance  of  the  heart  thus 
■pU  it  supported  by  what  Trousseau  and  Pidouz  note,  that  Digitalis 
*^  ttsefol  in  functional  (chat  is,  nervous)  than  in  organic  disease  of  the 
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jugular  fulness,  not  in  that  with  waxj  pallor,  that  it  is 
available.  **  Cyanosis  "  has  always  been  reckoned  an  indi- 
cation for  it  in  homceopathic  practice.  Lastly,  Digitalis  so 
often  relieves  the  pain  of  cardiac  disease  that  Dr.  Walshe 
calls  it  "  the  opiate  of  the  heart."  But  he  himself  mentions 
it  among  the  drugs  which  cause  'Sparsesthesia  "  of  the  organ; 
and  the  sensations  of  its  provcrs  fully  bear  him  out. 

Before  leaving  this  subject,  I  must  speak  of  the  action  of 
foxglove  in  dropsy,  for  it  is  generally  in  the  cardiac  form  (A 
this  disease  that  it  is  used.  It  is  confessedly  by  no  diurefcic 
operation  that  it  benefits  here,  as  its  effects  of  this  kind  are 
very  uncertain.  It  only  certainly  increases  the  flow  of  urine 
when  dropsy  is  present.  By  removing  the  weakness  or 
irregularity  of  the  heart  on  which  the  oedema  of  the  liml* 
depends,  it  allows  of  the  reabsorption  of  the  effused  serum 
into  the  relieved  veins ;  and  then  the  kidneys  take  on  the 
work  of  pouring  the  fluid  out  from  the  body.  This  is  Dr* 
Ringer's  explanation  ;  and  it  seems  to  me  in  perfect  accord- 
ance with  the  observed  facts. 

I  have  dwelt  thus  largely  upon  the  principal  sphere  of  th* 
action  of  the  drug,  as  it  was  necessary  to  clear  it  from  mis- 
apprehensions, and  to  vindicate  the  homceopathicity  of  most  of 
the  benefit  it  affords.  Beyond  this  sphere  Digitalis  is  hardly 
used  in  ordinary  practice.  Its  occasional  success  in  hsemor- 
rhages  seems  to  belong  to  it,  as  it  is  supposed  to  check  them 
by  contracting  the  arterioles,  as  Secale  does.  But  patho* 
genetic  experiment  reveals  a  much  wider  range  of  influenos 
on  the  part  of  the  drug ;  and  homoeopathic  therapeutics  hate 
done  much  to  utilise  the  same  for  the  benefit  of  suffering 
humanity.  I  can  do  little  more  than  indicate  the  salien* 
points. 

1.  The  influence  of  Digitalis  upon  the  brain  is  evidflBcea 
by  various  cerebral  symptoms,  and  by  consentaneous  subjec- 
tive disorders  of  the  sight  and  hearing.  Headache,  chiefly 
frontal,  heavy  and  throbbing  in  character,  has  often  W* 
observed  :  the  drug,  when  pushed  in  experiment,  has  threaten^ 
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>  set  Up  meningitis,  and  in  poisoning  by  it  delirium  and 
umia  are  not  uncommonly  observed.  There  is  buzzing  in 
tie  ears ;  and  tbe  sight  is  affected  in  a  remarkable  manner, 
lie  colouring  of  objects  is  altered ;  they  appear  blue  or 
Teen,  or  all  faces  seem  of  a  corpse-like  whiteness.  Motes 
oat  before  the  sight,  which  on  covering  and  pressing  the 
jes  appear  as  sparks ;  then  flashes  and  balls  of  fire  are  seen,, 
•od  objects  appear  brilliant,  with  a  fiery  halo  round  them. 
Jigt,  amaurosis  sets  in  ;  which  has  been  known  to  last  for  a 
nonth  after  omitting  the  drug.  With  these  disorders  of 
n&on  there  is  at  first  pressure  in  the  eyeballs  ;  later,  throbbing 
^  and  sensd  of  fulness  and  enlargement. 

The  clue  to  all  these  phenomena  (which  remind  one  of 
Aose  of  Quinine)  seems  afforded  by  the  highly  injected  state 
rf  the  cerebral  meninges  which  was  found  in  the  only  post- 
iKnrtem  examination  of  Digitalis-poisoning  Christison  was  able 
^  discover.  The  visual  symptoms,  like  those  of  Santonine, 
iQggest  congestion  of  the  retina.  For  these  the  drug  has 
^  been,  to  my  knowledge,  used  therapeutically  ;  but  Hahne- 
Imiin  says  that  "hardness  of  hearing,  with  hissing  as  of 
kofling  water,  has  been  frequently  cured  by  Digitalis,  when 
Bie  other  symptoms  corresponded  likewise  to  that  drug." 
Ihe  head-symptoms  have  led  to  its  use  in  acute  hydroce- 
phalus, for  which  it  already  comes  to  us  with  high  repute, 
Pereira  accounting  it  "  a  most  valuable  agent  in  the  arach- 
^  of  children."  He,  and  Bahr  with  him,  thinks  this  a 
^rt  of  a  general  specific  influence  it  exerts  upon  inflam- 
^on  of  serous  membranes :  the  latter  considers  it  appli- 
'•We  not  only  to  the  serous  pleurisy  for  which  Wurmb  and 
^Uachmann  extol  it,  but  to  all  forms  of  the  disease,  and 
^Is  its  virtues  in  pericarditis  with  much  serous  effusion. 
^  regards  hydrocephalus,  there  are  two  instances  of  its 
■'teoessful  use  in  the  seventh  and  twelfth  volumes  of  the 
^ffikk  Journal  of  Homceopathy,  which  are  encouraging  to 
Mother  trial  of  the  drug  in  this  fatal  disease. 

S<  Of  the  mucous  membranes,  the  stomach  and  descending 
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•colon  are  specifically  inflamed  by  Digitalis.  It  causes  ash- 
'Coloured  stools ;  but  not,  I  tbink,  from  any  influence  on  the 
liver.  Dr.  Inman  bas  sbown  tbat  tbe  fssces  do  not  become 
brown  until  tbey  reacb  tbe  colon,  and  tbat  tbe  green  stools  oC 
.infants  assume  tbeir  peculiar  colour  at  tbis  point  also.  It 
would  appear,  tberefore,  tbat  tbe  secretion  from  tbe  follidet 
of  tbe  colon  bas  an  important  influence  on  tbe  colour  of  tbe 
faeces ;  and  tbrougb  tbese  I  conceive  tbat  Digitalis  wMtens 
tbe  stools,  for  it  causes  no  otber  element  of  jaundice  or  sign 
of  bepatic  disorder.  Now  it  is  no  uncommon  tbing  to  be 
<consulted  about  cbildren  wbose  liver  is  said  to  be  locked  np^ 
because  tbey  are  passing  wbite  cbalky  stools.  There  is  no 
jaundice ;  and  I  do  not  believe  tbat  tbe  liver  is  bere  in  fatik 
at  all,  but  tbat  tbe  secretion  of  tbe  colon  is  deranged. 
Digitalis  is  a  capital  remedy  for  tbis  condition,  as  pointed 
out  by  Drs.  Cbapman  and  Black.*  I  must  tell  you,  bowever, 
tbat  true  jaundice  is  said  to  bave  been  occasionally  cored 
•by  it. 

3.  Upon  tbe  urinary  organs  Digitalis  acts  as  a  sligbi 
irritant,  causing — in  sucb  moderate  doses  as  tbose  taken  \j 
Jorg's  provers  —  diuresis,  witb  varying  amounts  of  the 
■urinary  solids ;  in  acute  poisoning,  suppression ;  and,  occa- 
sionally, some  strangury.  I  bave  already  spoken  of  itt 
diuretic  effects  in  cardiac  dropsy.  But  in  tbe  renal  form  ol 
tbe][disease  its  specific  effect  on  tbe  kidneys  may  give  it  • 
place ;  and  we  find  Cbristison  praising  it  in  granular  degeneri'' 
tion,  wbile  Dr.  Dickinson  esteems  it  tbe  best  medicine  in  th« 
acute  Brigbt*s  disease  wbicb  follows  scarlatina. 

4.  A  still  more  potent  influence  is  exerted  by  Digitalis  oi 
the  male  sexual  organs.  In  Jorg's  provings  tbese  were  nni' 
f ormly  excited, — one  prover  baving  to  leave  off  after  thiee 
4ays  on  account  of  tbe  extent  to  wbicb  tbe  irritation  pW* 
ceeded.  Correspondingly,  we  bear  every  now  and  then  of  fl* 
medicine  being  given  as  an  anti-apbrodisiac,  and  in  sperDU' 

•  Bril.  Joum,  of  Horn,,  iv,  279. 


DIGITALIS.  340^ 

a.  Dr.  Bahr  has  the  highest  opinion  of  its  value  by 
t-named  malady,  and  in  nocturnal  emissions.  He  gives- 
.  grain  of  the  third  decimal  trituration  of  Digitaline- 
second  morning,  saying  that  if  taken  at  night  it  is- 
to  disturb  the  sleep. 

le  are  the  main  points  of  the  action  of  Digitalis.  If 
>uld  enlarge  them,  I  would  refer  you  to  Teste's  article- 
drug — who  says,  by  the  way,  that  sadness  is  a  charac- 
)  feature  of  its  action,  both  in  men  and  aqimals ;  and  to 
ihr's  excellent  treatise,  most  of  the  recommendations  of 
he  has  reproduced  in  his  no  less  excellent  Science  of 
mUlcs, 

[talis  finds  a  good  many  parallel  medicines  in  its  many- 
action.  As  a  myotic,  its  only  fellows  are  Amicay 
e,  and  Phosphorus ;  myalgia,  cramp,  and  fatty  degene- 
being  to  these  drugs  respectively  what  paralysis  is  ta 
lis.  In  its  influence  on  the  pneumogastrics  Digitalis 
>les  Tartar  emetic,  Lobelia,  and  Tahacum;  as  a  rena> 
its  analogues  are  Golchicum  and  Scilla.  In  its  action 
heart  it  stands  quite  alone — Arsenic  and  Kalmia  alono 
iching  it  at  all  in  character. 

question  of  dose  as  regards  Digitalis  has  some  inte- 
^  points  about  it.  It  seems  strange  that  a  drug  so 
tly  and  primarily  homoeopathic  to  weakness  of  the  heart 

I  not  aggravate  rather  than  improve  this  condition  in 

II  doses  prescribed  in  the  old  school.  Yet  they  seem  to 
I  none  but  beneficial  results  from  doses  of  the  tincture 
ig  from  5  to  15  minims.  Lately,  a  still  more  surprising 
listration  of  the  drug  has  taken  place.  The  tincture 
Jen  given  in  half -ounce  doses,  several  times  repeated,  as 
ledy  for  delirium  tremens,  and  does  not  seem  to  have 
any  harm.  Any  attempt,  however,  to  give  the  same 
ity  of  the  infusion  will  bring  on  distressing  and  some- 
alarming  symptoms, — while  yet  the  tincture  is  eight 
stronger.     It  is  a  fair  inference  from  these  facts,  that 

resence  of  alcohol — as  in  the  tincture — directly  opposes 
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the  action  of  the  drug :  which  in  its  turn  may  be  ] 
alcohol,  and  perhaps  in  this  way  be  beneficial  ; 
iaremens.  If,  then,  the  tincture  be  used  for  h 
purposes,  the  counteracting  influence  of  the  alcol 
borne  in  mind,  and  the  lowest  potencies  select< 
never  seen  any  benefit  from  the  dilutions  abc 
^centesimal,  and  generally  use  the  1st  decimal 
tincture ;  which  also  seems  to  be  the  general  pract 

A  word  in  conclusion  about 

IHgitaline^  which  appears  to  possess  at  least  the 
renal  influence  of  the  mother-drug.  It  has  occas 
used  in  heart  disease  with  dropsy  instead  of  Digil 
case  recorded  in  the  seventh  volume  of  the  Nor\ 
Journal  of  Homoeopathy.  It  would  be  a  suitable 
drug  when  given  to  check  its  characteristic  vomil 
taline  may  be  triturated,  or  dissolved  in  alcohol  c 
may  be  given  in  the  granules  of  HomoUe  and  Qu( 
of  which  contains  a  miUigramme,  i.  e.  about  the  8 
a  grain.  These  have  to  be  used  cautiously,  hov 
assertion  of  their  designers  is  correct,  that  Di^ 
hundred  times  as  strong  as  the  powdered  leaf  of  t 
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,  DROSERA,  DULCAMARA^   ELATERIUM^  EUPATORIUM 
"OLIATUM   AND    PURPUREUAl,    EUPHORBIUM, 
EUPHRASIA^    FERRUM. 

e  before  us  to-day  a  group  of  minor  medicines^ 
h  a  more  important  one  in  Perrum. 

is  the  "  wild  yam  root," 

Dioscorea  villosa. 

ire  is  prepared  fi'om  the  root ;  but  the  special 
the  drug  appear  to  reside  in  the  resinoid,  Dios- 
iirations  of  which  are  accordingly  in  most  frequent 

wledge  of  the  drug  is  derived  from  Dr.  Hale's  New 

a  is  a  medicine  for  one  disease, — that  known  as 
olic."  Experience  seems  unanimous  as  to  its 
efficacy  in  this  disorder.  The  small  doses  which  we 
US  well  as  the  larger  quantities  of  the  Eclectics,  to 
owe  the  drug.  Moreover,  the  four  persons  who 
)d  it  concur  in  reporting  severe  pain  about  the 
"egion  as  the  most  marked  of  their  symptoms.  Dr. 
from  clinical  experience,  considers  that  the  colic 
;  Dioscorea  is  more  continuous  than  that  to  which 
is  suited. 

le  to  three  grains  of  the  first  trituration  of  Dios- 
1  the  usual  dose. 


liimsclf,     152    from    three    fellow-observers,    and     3 
authors. 

Ik.^'Wtl  The  most  significant  fact  in  this  pathogenesis  is  the 

modic  cough  induced  by  the  drug.  Hahnemann's  i 
sagacity  led  him  to  perceive  this ;  and  he  recommend* 
medicine  accordingly  in  pertussis.  If  after-experience  li 
quite  verified  his  statement  that  a  single  dose  of  Drofl 
will  cure  whooping-cough  in  a  week,  it  has  never! 
sustained  the  drug  in  the  first  rank  of  remedies  f< 
disease.  The  common  experience  is  that  of  Dr.  Baye 
repeated  doses  of  the  first  or  first  decimal  dilution  wiU 
most  uncomplicated  cases  of  whooping-cough  to  a 
within  two,  three,  or  four  weeks,  greatly  mitigatii] 
severity  of  the  paroxysms  meanwhile.  I  myself 
Aconite  and  Ipecacuanha  in  the  catarrhal  stage;  but 
agree  in  the  praise  given  to  Drosera  when  the  coq| 
become  spasmodic. 

It  is  of  course  not  essential  that  a  spasmodic  cougli  i 
be  true  pertussis  for  Drosera  to  cure  it :  in  sympaihet 
nervous  coughs  of  this  kind  it  often  acts  admirabty 
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One  of  Hahnemann's  provers  had  a   hoarse  voice    and 
expectoration  of  yellow  mucus  with  his  cough,  which  sug- 
gested to  him  its  use  in  laryngeal  phthisis  when  he  remem- 
bered the  statements  of  the  herbals  and  of  the  country  people, 
that  the  sundew  causes  a  violent  cough  in  sheep,  imder  which 
t%  waste  away.    He  says  that  some  of  the  older  physicians 
hire  cored  certain  kinds  of  malignant  cough  and  purulent 
I^thigis  with  it ;  but  that  in  modem  times  its  acridity  has 
<%uaed  its   disuse.    Influenced  by  such  facts,  Dr.  Curie  of 
Puis— whose  doings  with  Bryonia  have  already  come  before 
itt— determined  to  ascertain  by  experiment  its  real  action. 
Be  reported  to  the  French  Academy  of  Sciences*  that  he  had 
-^ly  poisoned  three  cats  with  daily  doses  of  Drosera.    Diar- 
Aoea  at  the  commencement,  and  weakness  of  voice  about  six 
^iBeks  later,  are  the  only  symptoms  mentioned  as  observed 
ixtrng  life.    But,  on  post-mortem  examination,  the  trachea 
^  found  unchanged,  while  the  pleural  surface  of  both  lungs 
"Hs  studded  with  what  the  microscope  decided  to  be  true 
^berde.      In    one  cat  the  mesenteric  glands   were  much 
^iilarged  ;    in  another  the   submaxillary  glands,  with   the 
tolitary  glands  of  the  large  intestine  and  Peyer's  patches. 
^ow  as  cats  are  not  at  all  liable  to  tubercle,  I  think  it  cannot 
1^  doubted  that  Drosera  here  caused  the  deposit^  with  the 
'^QosentaneouB  enlargement  of  the  lymphatic  glands.    Putting 
"^ik  together  with  the  effects  ascribed  to  it  in  sheep,  it  looks 
^ciy  much  as  if  Drosera  would  turn  out  a  true  simile  for 
fkthisis   pulmonalis.    '  Dr.   Curie,  indeed,  asserts    that  in 
4»  incipient  stage  of  the  disease  a  cure  may  nearly  always  be 
ttroQght  about  by  Drosera,  given  in  doses  of  from  four  to 
'twenty  drops  of  the  mother-tincture  in  the  twenty-four  hours. 
I  €u  (mly  say  that  I  once  gave  drop  doses  four  times  a  day, 
^^lUi  the  effect  of  setting  up  a  most  violent  spasmodic  cough, 
^^Udi  subsided  to  the  ordinary  cough  of  phthisis  when  the 
^^i^dicQie  was  discontinued.      Dr.  Jousset  foimd  a  similar 


*  See  Brit,  Jaum,  of  Sbm.,  xx,  39. 
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aggrayation  in  two  cases  out  .of  six  wlucli  lie  treated 
Curie's  plan.    In  two  others  the  effect  was  nil^  an< 
remaining  two  a  primary  ameUoration  did  not  last, 
of  no  other  trials  of  the  remedy. 

Addtmi  hydrocyanicuniy  Acidum  niiHcum,  Bdladon 
Udoniurrif  Cina,  CoraUium,  Cuprum^  Hyoscyam^us,  Ipea 
Nux  vomica^  and  Scmbucus  should  be  compared  with 
in  their  relation  to  spasmodic  coughs. 

I  suspect  that  Dr.  Curie's  mother-tincture  will  ha^ 
modified  no  less  than  Hahnemann's  thirtieth.  I  myt 
been  very  well  satisfied  with  the  first  dilution. 

My  next  medicine  is  the  bitter-sweet  or  woody  nigl 
Solanum 

Dulcamara. 

We  use  a  tincture  prepared  from  the  leaves  and  greei 
The  proving  of  Dulcamara  appears  in  the  first  v< 
the  Beine  Arzneimittellehre,  where  the  drug  has  318  s] 
from  Hahnemann    and    ten    fellow-provers,  and    i 
authors.    Most  of  .these  last  are  taken  from  Carr^re 
German  editor,  Starke,  and  are  nearly  always  crit 
curative  effects  of  the    medicine  when  given  to 
They  cannot,  therefore,  without  great  caution  be 
pathogenetic    phenomena.      The    proving    in    the 
Diseases  has  only  8  additional  symptoms. 

Hahnemann  found  Dulcamara  in  use  for  a  variety 
tions  supposed  to  depend  upon  a  vitiated  state  of  tli 
which  it  seemed  to  benefit  by  determining  to  the  peri 
incre^ing  the  secretions.  The  fullest  account  of  its 
tions  is  that  published  by  Carr^re  in  1789.*  H 
many  cases  of  gout,  rheimiatism.  and  cutaneous  disc 
of  suppression  of  the  latter  or  of  the  secretions,  in  ^ 
proved  very  effectual,  always,  however,  by  inducii] 

*  TraiU  des  proprUtes,  usages,  et  effets  de  la  Dauce-Ami 
1789. 
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Titical  evaooant  phenomena.  Hahnemann,  whose  numerous 
itations  show  how  largely  he  has  used  Carrcre's  work,  cites 
hese  eruptions,  diarrhoeas,  sweatings,  and  urinary  depositions 
is  pathogenetic  effects  of  the  drug.  This  I  conceive  to  be 
unwarrantable,  unless  the  same  results  can  be  obtained  on 
tbe  healthy,  of  which  there  is  no  evidence.  It  is  therefore 
▼ery  doubtful  whether  its  benefit  in  the  squamous  forms  of 
cutaneous  disease,  so  largely  vouched  for  by  the  older  physi- 
cians, is  of  a  specific  and  homoeopathic  nature.  It  neither 
causes  such  affection  of  the  skin  in  the  healthy,  nor*  does  it 
cure  without  evacuation.  Its  only  certain  cutaneous  action 
i«  to  excite  erythematous  and  urticarious  rashes,  and  pru- 
ntns ;  and  it  is  in  urticaria,  and  in  such  forms  of  impetigo  as 
cnuta  lactea,  that  it  has  found  place  in  homoeopathic 
pnictice. 

But  there  are  other  effects  of  the  drug  observed  by  Carr^re 
^h  Hahnemann  has  incorporated  int^  his  pathogenesis, 
•nd  which  seem  to  be  truly  physiological.  This  author 
*JB  that,  after  seventeen  years'  use  of  the  drug,  he  has 
•Ben  no  inconvenience  from  full  doses,  save  occasionally  some 
Wtching  of  the  eyelids  and  lips,  and  slight  convulsive 
•lOTements  of  the  hands ;  heat  and  itching,  with  desire,  in 
tte  genitals  ;  heaviness  of  the  head,  with  dimness  of  sight ; 
tod  sore  throat.  The  critical  eruptions,  moreover,  were  often 
pwceded  by  restlessness,  insonmia,  and  even  a  febrile  state. 
Of  the  first-named  phenomena — those  of  the  eyelids,  lips,  and 
Ittids — he  makes  the  curious  observation  that  they  only 
Occurred  when  the  patient  was  exposed  to  cold,  damp  weather, 
lad  that  they  could  be  readily  removed  by  external  warmth. 
Bc&oe  has  arisen  one  of  those  happy  defining  rules  which 
^■boimd  in  homoeopathic  therapeutics,  viz.  that  Dulcamara  is 
'Bdieated  for  the  result  of  exposure  to  damp.  It  is  certainly 
to  excellent  remedy  here.  I  am  myself  very  liable  to  catch 
^  if  I  get  at  all  wet ;  but  since  I  have  (acting  on  a  sugges- 
^  of  Dr.  Chapman's)  taken  Dulcamara  on  such  occasions  as 
*  prophylactic;  I  have  hardly  ever  suffered.    Twice,  too,  1 
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have  arrested  in  myself  incipient  results  of  moist  air  t>3 
Dulcamara ;  the  first  time  it  was  angina,  the  second  time  s&fi 
neck.    The  medicine  is  also  useful  in  diarrhcea  resahiiig 
from  a  chill  in  damp  weather ;  in  catarrh  of  the  bladder  from 
the  same  cause — even.  Dr.  Drurj  says,*  when  chronic,  wiih. 
much  mucus  and  offensive  urine  ;  and  indeed  in  almost  any 
mild  catarrhal  irritation  of  the  mucous  membranes  owning 
this  origin.    Its  influence  extends  also  to  subacute  articular 
rheumatism  in  this  way  set  up.    Hahnemann,  who  was  the 
first  to  indicate  these  anti-catarrhal  properties  of  Dulcamara, 
says  also  that  it  is  specific  in  some  epidemic  f eyers,  but  does 
not  identify  them. 

So  far  extended  our  knowledge  of  Dulcamara  before  its 
active  principle  was  isolated.  This  is  known  as  Solania^  and 
is  found  to  be  common  to  it  and  the  Solanum  nigrum,  thoogh 
in  much  smaller  proportion  in  the  former  than  in  the  latter. 
Solania  has  now  been  pretty  fully  tested  by  experimenta  (» 
animals,  of  which  the  most  satisfactory  are  those  of  ProfesBor 
Clarus,  who  also  took  it  himself :  you  may  read  them  in 
English  in  the  eighteenth  volume  of  the  British  Jonmal  (f 
HomceopcUhy,  Two  very  important  phenomena  were  ob- 
served, the  one  of  neurotic,  the  other  of  irritant  character. 
The  first  was  that  the  respiration  became  much  slower,  tlie 
heart's  action  much  quicker  (though  at  the  same  timo 
feebler).  Since  this  curious  antagonism  is  also  caused  bf 
division  of  the  vagi  in  the  neck.  Professor  Clarus  infers  that 
Dulcamara  acts  by  depressing  these  very  nerves.  Such 
depression  is  also  indicated  by  the  filling  of  the  pulmonary 
tissue  with  a  serous  exudation,  and  the  emphysematous  difl* 
tension  of  isolated  portions  of  the  lung,  which  were  ohserred 
in  the  rabbits  killed  by  Solania : — these  phenomena  batiog 
resulted  also  from  division  of  the  vagi.  Other  symptoms  also 
indicate  an  action  on  the  medulla  oblongata,  as  vomiting 
long  after  taking  the  drug,  spasms  of  the  thoracic  musdes 

♦  Brii.  Jonm.  of  Horn.,  xxviii,  174. 
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tending  to  those  of  the  extremities,  snapping  of  the  jaws, 
id  a  pendulum-like  motion  of  the  head,  j^ter  death,  the 
Hnbranes  of  the  medulla  oblongata,  and  the  parts  just 
K)7e  and  below  *it,  were  found  highly  injected,  but  the 
irrous  substance  itself  healthy. 

Sabsequent  experimentation  (of  which  a  good  accoimt  is 
Ten  by  Dr.  Phillips)  has  confirmed  this  neurotic  action  of 
)lania,  only  giving  as  its  first  effect  a  hurried  state  of  the 
ipiiation,  which  is  probably  the  earliest  response  of  the 
edolla  to  the  disturbing  influence  of  the  drug.  It  supports., 
oreover,  Clarus'  second  observation,  viz.  hypersemia  of  the 
dneys  with  albuminous  urine,  and  shows  the  engorgement 
metimes  going  on  to  inflammation,  and  inyolving  the  liver 

10. 

I  know  of  no  application  to  practice  of  the  irritant 
lenomena  of  Solania,  though  it  might  seem  indicated  in  the 
«t  stage  of  Bright's  disease.  But  I  have  now  for  years 
en  in  the  habit  of  relying  upon  it  in  the  threatening 
nlysis  of  the  lungs  which  we  so  often  encounter  in  the 
ODchitis  of  old  people  and  young  children.  It  has  several 
Des  done  me  excellent  service  in  this  condition;  and  not 
■  80  in  a  minor  form  of  the  trouble  in  the  aged,  when 
m  weakness  they  have  to  cough  a  long  time  to  expel  the 
ikgm. 

Dulcamara  has  so  very  unique  an  action  that  I  hardly  see 
f  way  to  putting  down  any  other  medicines  as  true 
ilogues  of  it. 

The  medium  dilutions  have  seemed  to  answer  very  well, 
hnia  I  have  always  given  in  the  second  attenuation  of  the: 
eUte. 

We  come  now  to  an  old  acquaintance  of  yours, 

Elaterimn. 

K  dried  sediment  of  the  juice  is  triturated  for  our  use. 


short  time,  it  is  a  ]>oworfiil  errhine,  and  is  followo 
sooivtioii  of  Hoods  of  wator  from  the  Sohueideriau  mt 
— if  it  is  dissolved  in  the  oesophagus  it  causes  such 
of  the  gastric  fluids,  that  the  stomach  cannot  conta 
and  they  are  rejected  by  vomiting  :  if  it  succeeds  in 
the  pylorus,  a  choleraic  diarrhoea  gushes  fortli,  strip 
membrane  of  its  epithelium,  just  like  its  morbid  pn 
Elaterium  would  thus  seem  homoeopathic  to  choleraic 
and  vomiting.  There  is  this  difference,  however, 
prolonged  action  of  Elaterium  sets  up  gastro-enterit 
the  cholera  poison  never  does.  I  think  that  never 
should  be  disposed  to  try  it  where  the  excessive  qu 
the  evacuations  was  especially  noticeable.  There  ar 
cases  of  endemic  cholera  reported  at  the  end  of  the 
in  which  Elaterium  was  successful  after  Yeratrum  ha 
— Some  well-marked  rheumatico-neuralgic  pains,  al8< 
in  the  proving,  and  have  led  to  a  cure  of  one  case  of  rl 
sciatica.  Intermittent  fever,  too,  counts  Elateriun 
the  numerous  medicines  which  at  various  times  have 
seemed  to  cure  it. 


EUPATOEIOM   PSBFOUATUH.  S59 

Eupatorium  perfoliatum. 

rhe  tmctnre  is  prepared  from  the  whole  plant. 

The  original  proving  of  Eupatorium,  also,  is  in  Esrej's 
Valeria  Mediea  of  American  Provings,  Cases  of  cure  with  it 
tte  there  given:  but  the  most  complete  collection  of  al 
piftogenetic  and  clinical  records  of  the  action  of  Eupatorium 
A  to  he  found  in  Dr.  Hale's  New  Remedies, 

Enpatorium  has  long  been  highly  esteemed  on  the  Ameri- 
BU  continent  as  a  remedy  against  ague ;  hence  its  popular 
Uttne  among  the  Indians,  ''ague-weed."  Its  other  appel- 
ktbn, ''  bone-set,"  is  obtained  from  the  remarkable  power  it 
ibowed  in  relieving  the  bone-pains  of  infl/uenza  in  an  epidemic 
o!  this  disease.  The  pains  were  so  severe  that  the  malady 
^18 spoken  of  as  the  "break-bone  fever."  The  provings  of 
Biomoeopathy  have  enabled  us  to  define  the  precise  sphere  of 
Bapatorium  in  the  treatment  of  these  maladies.  In  inter- 
Kdttents  the  setting  in  of  thirst  before  the  chill,  which 
^iSDally  occurs  in  the  momin!^,  bilious  vomiting  during  the 
(Koxysms,  and  scanty  perspiration  at  its  close,  are  charac- 
teristic symptoms  calling  for  its  use.  If,  also,  the  peculiar 
We-pains  are  present,  the  medicine  is  doubly  indicated :  you 
^j  read  a  case  of  this  kind  by  Br.  Bayes  in  the  first  volume 
^  ihe  Annals  of  the  British  Homoeopathic  Society.  I  have 
^  experience  of  Eupatorium  in  intermittents ;  but  can  add 
^y  testimony  to  its  extreme  value  in  relieving  the  bone-pains 
^  influenza.  Dr.  Carroll  Dunham  has  lately  directed  atten- 
^  to  the  marked  hepatic  action  of  Eupatorium,  which  he 
compares  with  that  of  Bryonia.*  The  group  of  symptoms  to 
'^lichhe  refers  are — intense  headache  with  soreness  of  the 
•c>lp,  soreness  of  the  eyes,  redness  of  the  face,  nausea  and 
Jw^tration,  soreness  in  the  region  of  the  liver,  constipation, 
tad  high-coloured  urine.  He  gives  a  capital  case  of  "  bilious 
feter,"  in  which  these  symptoms,  with  violent  bone-pains,  were 

*  Jmer,  Horn,  Eev.,  vi«  229. 
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present,  and  wliich  was  broken  up  bj  Eupatoiium  3  iritb 
marvellous  rapidity. 

Besides  the  Bryonia  already  referred  to,  I  do  not  know  of 
any  true  analogue  of  Eupatorium.  Dr.  Dunham  points  oat 
as  elements  of  distinction  between  these  two— first,  that  the- 
perspiration  is  free  in  Bryonia,  deficient  in  Eupatorium  ^ 
second,  that  Eupatorium  pains  make  the  patient  restless,  thoifr 
of  Bryonia  make  him  keep  very  still. 

The  range  of  recorded  use  has  been  from  the  3rd  dilution 
to  the  mother-tincture. 

More  recently  another  species  of  Eupatorium  has  come  int<^    ■ 
notice,  the 

Eupatorium  purpureum. 

A  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  fresh  root. 

A  capital  proving  on  a  woman,  and  some  cases  of  cure,  ar& 
given  in  the  second  edition  of  Hale's  New  Remedies* 

The  interest  of  E.  purpureum  centres  in  its  action  on  tlifr 
urinary  organs.  In  moderate  doses,  it  acts  as  a  powerful 
diuretic  ;  and  the  frequent  emptying  of  the  bladder  which  is- 
necessary  seems  almost  entirely  due  to  the  excess  of  urin& 
secreted.  But  even  thus  there  are  some  symptoms  of  vesical 
irritation  ;  and,  when  larger  doses  are  taken,  these  unmistake- 
ably  increase.  Micturition  now  becomes  more  frequent,  urgent^ 
and  painful :  the  urine  is  scanty,  mucus  appears  in  it,  and 
later  on  it  is  high-coloured  and  dense.  The  reading  of  these 
phenomena  is  plain :  and  the  therapeutical  indications  are 
easily  perceived.  Three  good  cases  of  inflammatory  irritation 
of  the  bladder  are  given  in  Dr.  Hale's  article,  and  others  are 
referred  to.  The  drug  has  become  my  favourite  remedy  for 
vesical  irritability  in  women :  I  have  not  tried  it  upon  men. 

*  Arrangements  of  the  symptoms,  pathogenetic  and  cnrmtiTe^  of  ^'^ 
0pecie4  of  Eupatorium  are  given  by  Dr.  Hering  in  his  volume  of  Utten^ 
Medica. 
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[t  may  also  possibly  find  a  place  in  the  treatment  of  dropsy  ;*. 

and  has  effected  a  cure  of  some  intermittents. 
The  chief  analogues  are  Cfantharis,  Gopaibay  and  Ferrum, 
The  second  dilution  was  used  in  the  cases  on  record ;  and 

I  hare  myself  never  required  any  other. 

My  next  medicine, 

Euphorbium, 

^1  as  you  are  probably  aware,  the  gum-resin  of  the  Euphorbia: 
<!>oariensis  or  officinarum.     Of  late,  the  American  Euphorbia 
coroUata  has  been  introduced  into  practice ;  it  is  prepared  by 
^turating  the  dried  root. 

£uphorbium  was  proved  by  Hahnemann :  its  pathogenesis, 
staining  281  symptoms  from  himself  and  two  others,  is  in 
4e  second  edition  of  the  Chronic  Diseases,  There  is  an  article 
^  Euphorbia  coroUata  in  Hale's  New  Remedies. 

Enphorbium,  belonging  as  it  does  to  the  family  which  in- 
dudes  Croton,  Bicinus,  and  Jatropha,  is  another  instance  of 
tte  drastic  purgative,  and  gives  us  another  remedy  for 
^odemic  cholera  and  choleraic  diarrhoea.  The  E.  coroUata 
on  heen  a  good  deal  used  in  America  in  cholera  infantum. 
b  is  much  less  liable  to  cause  inflammation  than  the  other 
Bophorbise,  and  is  accordingly  better  suited  to  these  non- 
Ddammatory  disorders.  When  applied  to  the  skin,  Euphor- 
biom,  Uke  Croton,  causes  an  eczematous  inflammation :  but 
It  18  not  known  whether  this  is  a  specific  effect  of  its  action. 

Dr.  Chapman*  relates  a  case  of  spasmodic  cough,  charac« 
Used  by  accompanying  stitches  from  the  pit  of  the  stomach 
^  both  sides  of  the  chest,  in  which  Euphorbium  proved 
■ipidly  curative.  He  (as  also  Noack  and  Trinks)  commends 
*  for  red  inflammatory  swelling  of  the  cheek,  with  sensation^- 
ofbimiing  heat. 

Besides  the  members  of  its  own  family  already  mentioned ,. 

•  £ril,  Journ,  of  Horn.,  viii,  34. 
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Euphorbium  is  closely  allied  with  Veratrum  and  (hlekiaim, 
with  ElcUerium,  and  with  Tartar  emetic. 

Wo  have  no  records  in  any  degree  fixing  its  dose. 

We  now  come  to  a  medicine  for  which  I  confess  an  especial 
j^enchant^  the  eye-bright, 

Euphrasia. 

The  homoeopathic    tincture    is    prepared   from    the  whole 
plant. 

Hahnemann  has  given  us]  a  pathogenesis  of  Euphrasia  in 
the  fifth  volume  of  the  Beine  ArzneirnitteUehrej  containiiig  37 
symptoms  from  himself,  58  from  three  fellow-observers,  and  2 
from  authors.  A  proving  by  five  other  persons  is  translated 
from  the  Austrian  Journal  in  the  sixteenth  volume  of  th@ 
British. 

The  great  charm  of  Euphrasia  as  a  medicine  is  that  it  has 
a  distinct  and  limited  sphere  of  action,  beyond  which  it 
advances  no  pretensions,  but  within  which  it  manifests  virtues 
which  are  as  unvarying  as  they  are  potent.  It  acts  upon  the 
upi)er  portion  of  the  respiratory  mucous  membrane,  i.  c.  up* 
its  conjunctival  and  nasal  portions,  hardly  reaching  the  larynx* 
It  develops  in  this  region  a  catarrhal  inflammation,  generaUj 
characterised  by  profuse  secretion.  Hence  it  takes  a  first 
place  among  the  remedies  iorfltient  coryzaj  when  this  is  a  locsl 
affection,  and  not  a  symptom  of  general  influenza,  in  whiA 
case  Arsenic  is  preferable.  The  involvement  of  the  conjunc- 
tiva in  the  catarrh  is  a  special  indication  for  Euphrasia;  and 
sometimes  the  secretion  from  the  eyes  is  acrid,  while  tibst 
from  the  nares  is  bland, — the  opposite  condition  obtaining 
with  Arsenic.  The  coryza  which  accompanies  the  commenoer 
ment  of  measles  is  one  to  which  Euphrasia  is  well  suited : 
and  I  nearly  always  give  it  in  this  stage  in  alternation  with 
Aconite,  and  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  eyes  are  the  better 

*  Brit.  Jouru,,  xi,  484. 
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for  it  at  the  time  and  afterwards.  The  eyes  themselyes,  indeed, 
are  the  special  seat  of  the  influence  of  Euphrasia.  Its  name 
in  most  languages  refers  to  its  healing  power  over  these 
orgaos  (in  English  it  is  eye-hright ;  in  German,  Augen-trost ; 
in  French,  casse-lunettes)  :  and  you  know  how  the  Archangel 
in  Milton,  when  he  would  clear  the  vision  of  our  first  parent, 

"pargod  with  euphrasy  and  me 
The  visual  nerve,  for  he  had  much  to  see." 

This  is  one  of  the  many  instances  in  which  Homoeopathy 
^  rerived  and  confirmed,  while  defining,  the  old  traditions 
A)ttt  herbs.  Conjunctivitis  is  very  marked  in  the  provings, 
^  photophobia,  and  there  are  even  indications  of  affection  of 
^  deeper  tissues  and  of  vision.  Correspondingly,  Euphrasia 
»  among  the  chief  of  our  eye-medicines.  In  simple  acute 
^junctivitis  it  is  rare  that  any  other  remedy  is  required ; 
^d  m  the  chronic  stage  it  has  often  effected  cures.  Given  at 
^  commencement  of  strumous  ophthalmia,  it  will  nearly 
^^ys  check  incipient  ulceration :  but  its  action  needs  sus- 
Uning  by  constitutional  medicines,  especially  Sulphur.  It 
cornea  in  again  later  to  remove  specks  on  the  cornea,  for  which 
^  is  very  efficacious.  Lately  Dr.  Dudgeon  has  communicated 
^  cases  to  the  British  Journal  of  Honujeopaihy,*  in  which  a 
'Hnd  cure  of  rheumatic  ophthalmia  (sclerotitis  and  iritis)  was 
rtected  by  Euphrasia,  after  other  remedies  had  failed.  There 
*»  moreover,  an  interesting  communication  by  Dr.  Robert 
ladnon  in  the  twenty -third  volume  of  the  Medical  and  Physi- 
^Joumai  (1810),  in  which  he  relates  several  cases  whei'e 
dutmically  impaired  vision,  coexisting  with  signs  or  feelings 
of  disorder  in  the  eyeballs,  was  greatly  benefited  by  an  infu- 
^  of  the  plant.     Used  in  this  manner,  I  know  of  no  medi- 

• 

(Qtt  which  will  less  frequently  disappoint  expectation  than  the 
''We  eye-bright. 
The  analogues  of  Euphrasia  are  ^thusa.  Allium  cepa.  Apis, 

•  VoL  xxii,  p.  355. 
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ArgetUum  nitricum,  Arsenicum^  Belladonna^  Hepar  ralpftifrtfv 
Kali  bichromicum.  Kali  hydriodicum^  Mercurvus  8o2ii5i2tf  and 
corroBivua,  PulsaiiUa,  and  Sulphur, 

Small  doses  of  the  mother-tincture,  as  recommended  bj 
Hahnemann  himself,  appear  to  answer  all  purposes  exoellently 
well. 

We  have,  in  conclusion,  to  consider  the  action  and  uses  of 
one  of  the  most  celebrated  of  medicines, 

Perrum. 

For  the  preparation  of  the  salts  of  Iron  used  in  homoBopaihi' 
practice  I  must  refer  you  to  the  Pharmacopoeia.  Our  on^ 
peculiarity  is  the  frequent  use  of  the  acetate,  as  with  this  vnx^ 
made  nearly  all  the  provings  of  the  metal  we  possess. 

Perrum  was  proved  by  Hahnemann  and  three  others :  their 
261  symptoms, with  37  from  seven  authors,  appear  in  the  second 
volume  of  the  Beine  ArzneimiUellehre.  Hempel  has  acci- 
dentally omitted  this  pathogenesis  in  his  translation;  buttb 
deficiency  has  been  supplied  in  the  thirty-second  volume  ol 
the  British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy.  In  the  ninth  volume  o» 
the  same  journal  may  be  read  another  proving  of  the  metal 
by  five  of  Bademacher's  followers,  where  the  blood  waa  i 
examined  before  and  after  the  experiments.  { 

The  primary  interest  of  Iron  lies  in  its  remedial  power  OTflr   | 
ansemia.      From  whatever  cause  this  condition  may  arwer   ; 
whether  it  be  the  chlorosis  of  defective  menstruation,  or  the   ; 
simple  "  poverty  of  blood "   induced  by  hsemorrhages,  drf- 
ciency  of  air,  light,  and  suitable  food,  or  by  ezhaustiDg 
diseases — Iron  is  its  one  great  remedy.    It  so  rarely  fails  to 
cure,  and  its  action  is  so  tuto,  cito^  et  jucunde,  that  it  would  ha 
unpardonable  to  deprive  any  patient  of  its  benefits,  whatever 
be  our  theory  of  its  action  or  the  manner  in  which  it  must  he 
given.     The  treatment  of  ansemia  hy  Iron  is  one  of  the  fc^ 
satisfactory  and  certain  things  in  modem  medicine,  and  we 
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3fye  in  the  supreme  value  of  the  homoeopathic  method 
neglect  it  because  it  does  not  seem  conformable 
unless  we  can  do  better.  That  we  cannot  is  the 
confession ;  we  must,  therefore,  give  our  anaemic 
the  Iron   they  need,  in  whatever  quantity  may  be 

• 

lile  we  follow  facts  rather  than  theory,  it  is  never- 
f  considerable  importance  that  we  understand  the 
:  our  facts,  that  we  may  know  what  we  are  about. 
8  Iron  act  in  the  treatment  of  ansemia  ?  Is  it  a  food 
dicine  ?  and,  if  a  medicine,  is  it  homoeopathic  or 
ic  to  the  condition  present?  These  are  questions 
kve  been  largely  discussed  in  both  schools  of  medicine, 
;h  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  closed.  I  shall  submit  to 
N  iBuc\A  and  considerations  bearing  upon  them,  which 
)  us  to  come  to  a  decision. 

of  all  we  notice  that  iron,  like  lime,  is  a  normal 
mt  of  the  body,  and  is  continually  being  supplied 
food.  It  is,  again,  in  the  red  corpuscles  of  the  blood 
I  metal  finds  its  habitat  and  perfoims  its  functions, 
s  the  deficiency  of  these  very  corpuscles  wherein  the 
J  of  blood  "  we  call  anaemia  consists.     It  is  impossible 

the  significance  of  such  facts,  or  to  resist  the  con- 
that  the  relation  of  iron  to  the  blood  is  a  fact  of  the 
ier  as  that  of  lime  to  the  bones. 
n,  then,  a  direct  food  ?  is  it  merely  by  supplying  a 
:  its  normal  proportion  in  the  body  that  it  cures 
?  This  position  cannot,  I  think,  be  sustained.  The 
does  not  ordinarily  arise  from  any  failure  in  the 
^  of  iron  supplied  in  the  food :  if  the  element  is 
;  in  the  blood,  the  fault  lies  in  the  assimilative  pro- 

But  Beveil,  according  to  Trousseau  and  Pidoux,  has 
aed  that  in  anaemia  there  is  no  change  whatever  in 
mnt  of  iron  present  in  the  blood.  However  few  the 
les,  they  contain  within  them  the  full  proportion  of 
td  normal  to  health  ;  and,  though  under  the  influence 
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\V('  n'mcd?  such  fault  merely  l>y  li^ivincr  an  increased  ni 
oi*  the  ]>al»uliini  from  wljieli  they  are  built  up  ?  It  can 
be  so.  If  the  parts  coiicemed  in  sanguification  have 
unable  to  perform  their  task  hitherto,  they  wiU  not  w 
better  because  more  material  is  supplied  for  their  opei 
What  is  wanted  is  a  stimulus,  elective  in  its  af&nity 
parts  concerned,  and  specific  in  its  correspondence  w 
morbid  condition  induced. 

That  we  have  such  a  stimulus  in  Iron  appears  fr 
classes  of  facts — first,  its  effects  on  the  healthy ;  secc 
operation  in  small  doses  in  disease. 

1.  The  haematic  effect  of  Iron  on  the  healthy  does  not 
with  any  distinctness  in  the  provings  of  Hahnemani 
pale  face  and  lips  he  cites  from  Eitter  were  the  re 
metrorrhagia  induced  by  Iron,  not  its  primary  effect, 
the  experiments  conducted  by  Loffler,  the  Radcma( 
the  blood  itself  was  examined  before  and  after  the 
ments.  In  all  cases  there  was  increase  of  the  water 
corresponding  diminution  of  the  dry  residuum.  The  : 
condition  and  appearance,  moreover,  which  at  first  im 
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as  has  been  shown  with  Mercury  and  syphilis,  it  is  found  to 
reduce  their  number  in  health  while  augmenting  it  in  chlorosis, 
its  homoBopathicity  to  anaemia  will  be  established.  In  such 
experimentation,  however,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  few 
penoDs  are  in  such  perfect  health  that  a  small  addition  to  the 
pabulum  of  their  tissues  is  needless  and  injurious.  It  is  only 
when  these  ore  as  it  were  saturated  that  morbid  phenomena 
can  be  expected  to  appear. 

Our  only  other  source  of  information  as  to  the  effects  of 
Iron  on  the  healthy  is  the  condition  of  people  who  habitually 
4nnk  ferruginous  waters.  Hahnemann  gives  a  grievous  list  of 
>ttladies  as  those  to  which  they  are  subject,  all  implying 
peat  depression  of  the  nutritive  powers.  But  I  know  not 
^  what  authority  he  makes  his  statements,  nor  am  I 
acquainted  with  any  careful  observations  on  the  subject. 

2.  But,  in  the  next  place,  we  have  evidence  that  Iron,  in 
doses  far  too  small  to  be  of  any  use  as  pabulum,  has  proved 
Wiative  in  ansemia.  Dr.  Russell  relates  one  case  in  the 
*telfth  volume  of  the  BrUieh  Journal  of  Homceopathy  (p.  376). 
Dr.  Drysdale,  in  his  excellent  discussion  on  the  action  of  Iron 
^  the  twenty-seventh  volume  of  the  same  journal,  cites 
•Bother.  But  the  most  forcible  testimony  is  that  of  Dr. 
Bajes,  who  speaks  of  one  or  two  drops  of  the  first  dilution  of 
tte  acetate  as  an  excellent  chalybeate  ;  and  writes — "  The 
^diibition  of  Iron  in  doses  of  the  thousandth  of  a  grain  (the 
ttiid  decimal  dilution)  has  been,  very  generally,  followed  by 
^ote  rapid  amendment  in  the  ferruginizing  of  the  blood  (and 
tbe  consequent  cure  of  diseased  conditions  and  states  of  parts 
^  organs)  than  I  have  hitherto  seen  result  from  the  gross 
^  material  doses  of  the  chemical  physicians."  Such 
•Jperience  may  be  exceptional,  but  it  could  not  have  been 
pined  at  all  had  Ferrum  no  action  as  a  specific  stimulus  on 
Hood^making  over  and  above  that  which  makes  it  a  food. 

The  conclusion,  then,  I  think  must  be  that  the  metal  has 
•^  action — ^that  it  probably  hinders  the  formation  of  red 
^iood  in  health  and  certainly  promotes  it  in  disease  in  the 
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medicnne  should  Ix?  administered  i 
latter  should  l>e  given  on  an  empty 
as  a  stimulus  ;  the  former  should  be 
it  is  part  of  the  pabulum  of  the  bod} 
•the  same  as  those  of  Dr.  Drysdale,  in 
the  subject  I  would  strongly  urge  yc 

But  now,  over  and  above  the  hsBm 
properties,  pathogenetic  and  curativ< 
In  the  infinitesimal  doses  of  the  olc 
little  save  occasionally  check  vomi 
lienteria.  But,  given  in  a  less  attem 
strong  testimony  to  its  value  in  ma 
•the  lungs,  and  the  pelvic  organs  in  { 

1.  The  determination  of  blood  t 
overdosing  with  Iron  is  well  known 
in  our  practice.  Dr.  Kidd  has 
"(first  decimal)  very  useful  in  beadac 
I  have  also  learned  to  depend  upon 
•Oliina,  in  the  pseudo-bypersemic  1 
losses  of  blood.    Dr.  Cooper  (and  n 
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and  Mr.  Pope  ooncor  in  esteeming  the  acetate,  in  the  first 
decimal  dilution,  above  all  other  remedies  for  this  accident, 
espedallj  when  a  tickling  cough  and  oppression  of  the 
chest  are  present.  Trousseau  has  pointed  out  how  often 
theineautioususe  of  the  drug  causes  this  haemorrhage,  and  so 
leads  on  to  phthisis.  On  this  subject  I  refer  you  to  Dr.  CI. 
MuUer's  remarks  in  the  eighteenth  volume  of  the  British 
Jdwnal,  He  recommends  it  from  experience  in  the  so-called 
''phthisis  florida,"  in  the  form  of  the  chloride  from  1'  to  3. 

3.  Iron  is  a  decided  irritant  of  the  urethra  and  neck  of  the 
Uidder,  and  the  chloride  has  some  repute  in  the'  treatment  of 
^calxsatarrh  and  of  gleet :  Dr.  Kidd  also  speaks  highly  of  it 
in  urinary  irritation.  But  we  owe  to  Dr.  Cooper  a  very  pretty 
^  of  predsionising,  which  indicates  the  especial  sphere  of 
^on  of  Ferrum  in  this  region.  You  will  find  his  original 
|iper  in  the  fifth  volume  of  the  Annals  of  the  British 
Bomoeopathic  Society,  and  his  more  detailed  observations  in 
tte  twenty-eighth  volume  of  the  British  Journal.  The  enuresis 
^Qg  for  it  is  characteristically  diurnal^ — depending  on  an 
initability  of  the  trigone  and  cervix  vesicae,  which  diminishea 
^hen  the  pressure  of  the  urine  is  taken  off  by  the  recumbent 
posture.  He  gives  ten  well-marked  cases  of  this  afiEection 
cored  by  the  Phosphate  of  Iron  in  the  Ist  or  2nd  decimal 
^Rtoraiion.  I  have  verified  his  suggestions  with  much 
(Qooess. — ^There  is  some  reason  to  think  that  Iron  acts  also  on 
tte  kidn^s.  Its  repute  in  Bright's  disease  is  well  known, 
md  it  is  admitted  that  the  urine  may  become  more  scanty  or 
^>oi€  deeply  coloured  and  albuminous  after  its  use.  I  quote 
lioni  Dr.  G^rge  Johnson  on  Diseases  of  the  Kidneys.  In 
tte  discussion  on  Dr.  Cooper's  paper.  Dr.  Metcalfe  mentioned 
^  cise  in  which  from  a  single  overdose  of  Iron  suppression  of 
^Qne  occurred,. with  head-symptoms  like  those  of  ursBmia, 
^"diered  as  soon  as  the  secretion  was  restored,  and  the  Iron 
^bninated. 

4*  The  pelvic  symptoms  of  Ferrum  are  analogous  to  those 
^  the  head  and  the  thorax.    Dr.  Kidd  recommends  it  in 
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uterine  congestion  and  menorrhagia :  Dr.  Cooper  in  tenesmus 
of  the  cervix  nteri  similar  to  that  of  the  bladder  in  diurnal 
enuresis.  But  the  strongest  testimony  to  its  valne  as  a 
uterine  remedy  comes  from  our  American  colleague,  Dr.  H.  C. 
Preston,  to  whom  we  owe  Hamamelis.  He  tells  us  that  the 
Ist  trittiration  of  the  Iodide  of  Iron  has  proved  a  most  useful 
medicine  in  his  hands  in  uterine  displacements,  including 
retroversion  and  prolapsus.  You  will  find  his  obseryations  in 
the  twenty-fifth  volume  of  the  British  Journal  of  HonuBO' 
pathy. 

5.  When,  as  in  one  of  his  cases,  the  rectum  is  much 
irritated  in  sympathy  with  the  womb,  Femmi  will  set  H'light 
But  the  provings  evidence  an  independent  action  on  this  part 
in  the  male  subject  also,  showing  itself  mainly  by  tenesmus. 
Dr.  Cooper  finds  it  the  best  remedy  for  prolapsus  recti  in 
children.  Dr.  Markwick  has  put  on  record  a  case  in  which 
its  overuse  caused  dysenteric  symptoms* — a  foct  which  maj 
find  practical  applications. 

Dr.  Cooper,  who  has  done  much  useful  work  in  enlaigiag 
and  defining  the  applications  of  Ferrum,  has  lately  given  ust 
another  paper  on  the  subject.  In  this  he  lays  down  '*  painless 
irritability  of  fibre  '*  as  the  condition  especially  calling  for  it 
thus  giving  it  place  as  a  remedy  for  some  forms  of  cough,  ss 
well  as  for  those  other  expulsive  actions  whose  impatience  and- 
excess  it  has  already  been  seen  to  moderate. 

As  a  haematic,  Femmi  has  no  true  analogue,  unless  it  he 
Manganese.  The  medicines  which  act  like  it  on  the  head  are 
JBelladonnaf  Gelseminum,  Nux  vomica,  and  Quinine;  on  the 
lungs,  MiUefoUum  and  perhaps  Arnica;  on  the  bladder, 
Cantharisy  Copaiba,  and  Eupatorium  purpureum ;  and  on  the 
uterus  and  rectum,  Sahina. 

The  best  doses  have  been  mentioned  as  we  have  proceeded. 
As  a  chalybeate  food  I  like  nothing  so  well  as  the  Feinua 
redactum  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  of  which  a  grain  or 
two  daily  answers  every  purpose. 

•  Brit.  Joum,  of  ffom,,  xix,  309.  f  Ibid^  xxxii,  409. 


LECTURE  XXI. 

<}AHB0OE^  OELSEMTNUM,  GLONOIN^  GRAPHITES^  GRATIOLA^ 

GUAIACUM. 

I  BKoiH  this  lecture  with  a  drug  which  generally  appears  in 
''^ttUBopathic  works  under  its  old  name  of  '^  Gummi  guttee," 
^  which  may  as  well  stand  here  as 

Gkimbogia. 

Ik  Siamese  resin  so  called  is  dissolved  in  rectified  spirit  to 
fam  a  tincture  for  our  use. 

There  is  a  pathogenesis  of  Ghunboge  in  Jahr's  Manualj 
Uleii  from  an  unpublished  monograph  by  Cajetan  Nenning, 
tte  "  Ng."  of  Hahnemann's  provings. 

There  is  no  eridence,  here  or  elsewhere,  of  any  action  of 
Qtmboge  beyond  that  which  belongs  to  it  as  a  drastic  purga- 
^;  and  in  this  sphere  only  has  it  received  homoeopathic 
plications.  Dr.  Hilbers  has  much  esteem  for  it  in  summer 
wrhoea  accompanied  by  severe  colic ;  and  Dr.  Phillips  has 
^  following  paragraph : — ^**  Malgaigne  and  Betz  foimd  the 
^  of  very  small  doses  (about  j-grain  in  twenty-four  hours) 
^  be  exceedingly  valuable  for  dysentery,  especially  in  young 
t^nona — an  apparently  paradoxical  fact,  but  established  on 
8^  evidence,  and,  after  all,  not  more  strange  than  the  com- 
V^^  opposite  action  of  small  and  large  doses  of  Strychnia, 
^  of  many  other  drugs." 

I^.  Sobers  gives  the  second  dilution. 

^  medicine  we  have  next  to  discuss  is  one  of  the  most 


u 


y  f- 


dit\s  IS  so  exhaustive  an  account  of  tlie  virtues  ot  tii< 
that  you  need  not  ^'o  any  farther  to  possess  yourself 
available  knowledge  regarding  it.  It  contains  records 
experiments  of  six  pro  vers. 

The  physiological  effects  of  full  doses  of  Gelsemini 
almost  identical  with  those  we  have  lately  studied  as 
ing  from  the  actien  of  Conium.  The  first  symptom  is 
ness  of  the  eyelids,  so  that  the  eyes  can  hardly  be  kepi 
with  this  there  is  giddiness  on  standing.  Then 
diplopia ;  and  shortly  afterwards  the  legs,  arms,  and 
jaw  become  powerless,  and  the  patient  cannot  stand,  m 
8pea»k.    Here  are  two  illustrations  of  its  action. 

«  To  see  what  the  effects  of  the  dmg  would  be  when  poshed,  I 
a  patient,  a  sailor,  convalescent  from  periostitis,  three  doses  of  20 
each — ^two  hours  intervening  between  the  first  two  dotes,  and  o 
between  the  second  and  third.  The  first  dose  (probably  from  beis 
soon  after  a  meal)  produced  but  little  if  any  effect.  About  half 
after  the  second  dose,  the  usual  complaint  was  made  of  difficulty 
ing  the  eyes  open,  from  the  heaviness  of  the  lids.  He  saw  things 
one  imag^  appearing  beside  tlie  other.  During  this  time  the  pul« 
appear  to  be  much  affected,  remaining  at  77;  but  after  the  thir< 
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OMdieine  bad  done  him  a  deal  of  good,  that  he  conld  make  water  very 
moch  better  since  he  had  had  it — (I  should  observe  that  he  previously  had 
niffered  from  the  effects  of  a  troublesome  stricture) — that  he  knew  every- 
thing that  was  going  on  around  him  when  he  sunk  to  the  ground,  but 
thit  he  was  unable  to  move,  and  that  his  feelings  were  like  those  which  he 
^  experienced  after  commencement  of  intoxication." 

The  second  case  is  one  of  accidental  poisoning.  These 
wre  the  symptoms : — "  Complete  loss  of  muscular  power  ; 
inu  unable  to  move  a  limb,  or  even  to  raise  bis  eyelids, 
ilthougb  he  could  hear  and  was  cognisant  of  circumstances 
buDspiring  around  him.  His  friends,  greatly  alarmed,  col- 
lected aroimd  him,  watching  the  result  with  much  anxiety, 
Mid  expecting  every  minute  to  see  him  breathe  his  last. 
After  some  hours  he  gradually  recovered." 

It  is  not  easy  to  determine  how  G^lseminum  produces  this 
Ktion,  whether  through  the  nerves,  like  Conium  and  Curare, 
or,  like  the  Upas  antiar,  by  direct  action  on  the  muscular  sub- 
stance. Investigations  on  animals  poisoned  by  the  drug  can 
alone  solve  this  question.  The  only  ones  with  which  I  am 
icqiiainted  are  those  of  Dr.  Bartholow,  recorded  in  the  fifth 
volume  of  the  Practitioner,  So  far  as  they  go,  they  make  the 
cnnio-spinal  axis  the  seat  of  the  action  of  the  drug.  I  am 
much  inclined  to  think  that  post-mortem  examination  would 
liadose  great  passive  congestion  of  the  nervous  centres.  It 
is  with  phenomena  of  this  kind  in  the  brain  itself  that  fatal 
saaes  of  poisoning  perish ;  and  the  oppression  and  pain  in 
i^  and  limbs  suffered  by  the  provers  bespeak  a  similar  con- 
ation. This,  however,  is  an  extreme  or  late  action  of  the 
bog ;  the  loss  of  muscular  activity  so  rapidly  caused  by  it 
ttid  80  rapidly  departing  must  be  what  we  call  "  functional " 
Wily.  To  those,  accordingly,  to  whom  "  contraria  contrariis 
conuitur"  seems  an  axiom,  Gklseminum  at  once  suggests 
itielf  as  a  remedy  for  muscular  cramp  and  spasm ;  and  with- 
^  doubt  there  are  certain  ephemeral  conditions  of  this  kind 
^  which  we  may,  with  advantage,  avail  ourselves  of  the  anti- 
P*tkic  action  of    the  drug.     Thus  it  has  effected    speedy 
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relaxation  of  hysterical  trismus,  of  laiyngismiiB  stridulus,  m 
of  rigidity  of  the  os  uteri  during  parturition.  I  have  mysel 
the  highest  opinion  of  its  efficacy  in  relieying  simple  djf^ 
menorrhcea  and  afier-paiTis,  both  of  which  I  suppose  to  b 
essentially  spasmodic  in  their  nature.  But  for  spasm  of  an 
long  standing  or  frequent  occurrence,  we  should  greail 
prefer  a  homoeopathically  acting  remedy ;  and,  on  the  oUat 
hand,  should  prescribe  G^lseminum  rather  in  paralysii,  Tl 
enuresis  of  old  persons,  from  weakness  of  the  sphinctc 
vesicsB,  and  the  post-diphtheritic  paralysis  of  the  parts  aboi 
the  throat  and  of  the  eyes  and  body  generally,  have  yielded  \ 
its  use.  These  correspond  to  its  functional  action;  but 
also  proves  extremely  serviceable  when  its  congestive  pheni 
mena  manifest  themselves  in  the  nervous  centres.  Tl 
hypersemia  is  venous  rather  than  arterial.  I  have  see 
striking  results  from  it  in  two  cases  of  spinal  congestion,  i 
one  of  which  there  was  also  incipient  aphasia.  It  has  bee 
used  with  good  efEect  in  epidemic  cerebro-spinal  meoingit 
in  America.  The  following  case  of  Dr.  Madden's  illustrate 
the  kind  of  headache  for  whi^h  it  is  serviceable : 

*'  A  gentleman  had  constant,  gradually  increasing  headad 
for  three  or  foiir  months ;  dull,  heavy  pain,  extending  to  ti 
nape  of  the  neck,  frequent  throbbing  in  the  temples,  an 
vertigo,  on  rapid  movement.  I  gave  G^lseminum,  a  drop  < 
the  mother-tincture  night  and  morning.  For  thirty-s 
hours  the  headache  markedly  increased  after  each  dose ;  tbe 
a  sudden  throb  like  a  snap  took  place  in  the  centre  of  i 
head.  The  headache  at  once  and  entirely  ceased,  and  has  s( 
since  returned." 

I  have  mentioned  the  speedy  paralysing  effect  of  Q^lsexniniu 
on  the  third  nerve,  causing  ptosis  and  diplopia.  Defect!^ 
power  of  accommodation  was  experienced  by  the  proveff 
and  the  subjects  of  full  intoxication  with  the  drug  speak  c 
being  blind.  As  there  is  no  other  evidence  of  any  ansBsflwb 
power  possessed  by  G^lseminum,  I  think  we  must  ascribe  i| 
blindness   to  congestion.     It  has    removed   the  amauiofl 
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Based  by  Quinine,  which  is  of  this  nature;  and,  while 
ying  with  Conium  in  any  simple  paralysis  of  the  ocular 
miflclefl,  would  go  beyond  it  when  affections  of  deeper  parts 
rere  the  cause  of  the  loss  of  power. 

Another  important  action  of  Gtelseminum  is  in  the  sphere 
I  the  circulation.  In  persons  sensitive  to  its  influence 
)r.  Douglass,  its  original  prover,  states  that  he  has  repeatedly 
een  it  produce  a  decided  febrile  chill  with  subsequent  re- 
ckon. It  is  thus  on  the  homoeopathic  principle  that  it 
verails  as  a  febrifuge,  of  which  it  is  one  of  the  most  potent. 
i  is  not  in  the  acute  fever  of  Aconite,  with  its  agonized 
vtlessness  and  burning  thirst,  nor  in  the  delirious  heat  with 
I17  tongue  of  Baptisia  and  Belladonna,  that  G^lseminum 
voTes  beneficial.  Its  fever  is  much  less  active  ;  the  pulse  is 
K)t  very  rapid,  and  inclines  to  be  full  and  soft ;  the  tongue 
tts  a  moist  white  fur.  The  main  symptoms  are  those  of 
oppression,  with  dull  pains  in  head,  back,  and  limbs.  Such  a 
^  is  no  uncommon  effect  of  a  chill,  and  sometimes  presents 
tielf  in  connection  with  the  exanthemata.  Whenever  you 
Beet  with  it,  give  Gelseminum  in  place  of  Aconite,  and  you 
nil  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  it.  From  clinical 
isenrations,  moreover,  I  am  disposed  to  consider  the  remittent 
jpe  of  fever  as  that  to  which  Gelseminum  is  specifically 
^licable.  Whether  this  would  hold  good  with  Tnn.1ft.rift| 
onittents,  I  cannot  say ;  but  Gelseminum  is  one  of  the  many 
medicines  which  have  repute  in  the  treatment  of  ague.  I 
>i>ve  especially  in  my  mind  the  remittent  fever  of  childhood, 
or  which,  on  the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Ludlam,  I  have 
*0d  Gklseminum  instead  of  Aconite  for  the  last  ten  years, 
how  that  it  is  now  denied  that  the  "  infantile  remittent '' 
I  a  pathological  entity.  Still,  whatever  it  may  be,  it  is  a 
bucal  reality ;  and  it  is  a  great  thing  to  have  a  remedy 
4ich  breaks  it  up  as  surely  as  Baptisia  does  with  gastric  and 
^ttmiie  with  synochal  fever.  This  Gelseminimi  effects ;  and 
'Wever  such  type  of  fever  manifests  itself,  having  marked 
^^ceibation  towards  night,  and  decline  of  the  heat  without 
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perepiralion  towards  moming,  the  medicine  may  be  given  with 
sure  benefit. 

These  are  the  leading  forms  of  disorder  in  which  Oelseminnm 

plays  a  curative  part.     Other  indications  for  it  may  be  derived 

from  a  study  of  Dr.  Hale's  article,  which  shows  it  likdj  t» 

be  serviceable  (among  other  things)  in  nasal  and  Eustachiai 

-catarrh. 

The  nearest  analogue  of  G^lseminum  is,  as  I  have  said} 
Conium,     As  an  antipyretic  it  is  allied  to  Bwptma, 

The  first  dilution  is  that  which  I  have  always  given  for 
remittent  fever.  The  second  and  higher  potencies  have  been 
used  in  paralytic  and  amaurotic  affections,  and  for  antipathie 
purposes  small  doses  of  the  mother-tincture. 

Glonoin 

is  the  substance  commonly  known  as  nitro- glycerine,  and 
valued  for  its  explosive  properties.  It  is  the  result  of  » 
mixture  of  glycerine  with  nitric  and  sulphuric  acids,  at  an  ioe- 
cold  temperature.  The  name  Q-lonoin  was  formed  by  its  intro- 
■ducer  into  medical  practice,  Dr.  C.  Hering,  out  of  the 
chemical  formula  (Gl  O  NO*)  denoting  its  composition. 

Dr.  Hering  proved  Glonoin  on  himself  and  others  in 
1848,  and  the  experiments  were  published  in  the  following 
year.  In  1853  Dr.  Dudgeon  instituted  some  further  proving* 
in  this  country,  the  record  of  which  may  be  read  in  the  eleventh 
volume  of  the  British  Journal  of  Uomoeopathy.  An  exhaustive 
collection  of  the  symptoms  thus  obtained  and  of  the  cures 
effected  by  the  drug  may  be  found  in  Hering's  Amerikanitd^ 
Arzneiprufungen,  and  is  translated  in  the  New  England  Meditol 
Gazette  for  1874-5. 

The  action  of  Glonoin  lies  within  a  very  small  comp* 
If  any  one  will  touch  his  tongue  with  a  five-per-cent.  solutioBr 
he  will  pretty  certainly  find  in  a  few  minutes  that  his  pul* 
lias  increased  by  twenty,  forty,  or  even  sixty  beats.    He  waj 
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feel  a  sense  of  throbbing  all  over  his  body,  but  will  almost 
always  experience  it  in  the  head,  which  will  go  on  beating 
'Mtil  a  pretty  violent  bursting  headache  has  developed  itself. 
With  this  there  will  probably  be  some  giddiness,  a  sense  of 
Mness  in  the  head  and  at  the  heart,  and  of  constriction  about 
the  throat.  If  he  is  sensitive  to  its  action,  nausea  and 
vomiting  may  supervene,  f aintness  may  be  felt,  and  even  com- 
plete insensibility  may  ensue.  Let  me  read  you,  in  illustra- 
tion, the  record  of  one  of  Dr.  Dudgeon's  provers. 

*'In  good  health ;  pulse  60.  At  9  a.m.  took  one  drop  of 
^HoQoin,  1st  dec.,  on  a  piece  of  sugar.  In  about  half  a  minute 
(ereeived  a  throbbing  of  the  temporal  arteries,  soon  accom- 
pttied  by  a  rather  severe  throbbing  pain  in  both  temples.    In 

•  few  seconds  more  the  pulse  was  found  increased  from  60  to 
100,  and  th^  heart  throbbing  most  violently  and  rapidly.    In 

•  minute  or  two  a  faint,  warm,  sickening  sensation  was  per- 
^Ted  in  the  chest  and  stomach,  resembling  the  threateuings  of 
^^sickness ;  also  slight  giddiness,  especially  on  moving  about. 
^  throbbing  pain  in  the  temples  continued  to  increase  for 
^Qt  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  then  gradually  diminished,  and 
^  about  half  an  hour  became  considerably  easier ;  the  feelings 
^  nausea  and  giddiness  also  were  lessened  ;  but  on  returning 
Upstairs  very  fast,  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour  after  taking 
^  medicine,  all  the  symptoms  recurred  with  double  force. 
^  temples  ached  and  throbbed  excessively,  and  there  was 
t^i  nausea  and  giddiness.  However,  in  a  few  minutes, 
^fte  was  an  abatement  of  these  sensations,  but  leaving  slight 
'^Osea  and  throbbing  pain  in  the  temples. 

"A  supper  of  oysters  and  stout,  at  half -past  ten,  removed 
1^  nausea ;  but  the  pain  in  the  temples  Qontinued,  and  was 
^  readily  aggravated  by  any  exertion  of  walking,  talking, 
f  reading.  Went  to  bed  at  twelve ;  had  less  pain  in  the 
^cnmbent  posture,  especially  when  lying  on  either  side ; 
1^  well  all  night.  On  waking  in  the  morning,  felt  slight 
^in,  or  rather  uneasiness,  in  the  temples,  with  tendency  to 
and  giddiness,  which  have  continued  all  day.    Feel 


of  action.     On  what,  then,  doj>end  the  head  symptor 

first  sight  thoy  wonkl  seem  secondary  to  the  increase 

'^  :  iiii  ^^  ^^^  heart.     But  this  theory  is  excluded  by  the  fac 

one  of  Dr.  Dudgeon's  provers  the  head  waa  not  si 
all,  although  the  pulse  rose  very  high  indeed.  "W 
special  action  on  the  arteries  themselves  to  accouxi 
cerebral  phenomena  present.  And  for  this  we  havi 
suppose  that  G-lonoin  affects  the  neighbouring  va 
centre  in  the  same  manner  as  that  of  the  pneumc 
The  same  sedative  influence  would  then,  through  tb 
tory  fibres  of  the  vagi,  set  the  heart  off  palpitat 
through  the  vascular  nerves  would  dilate  the  aitei 
confirmation  of  this  view,  we  often  find  the  provers  di 
the  sense  of  throbbing  as  felt  all  over  the  body, 
especially  in  the  head. 

All  this  forcibly  reminds  us  of  Amyl  nitrite,  who 
we  lately  studied.  But  a  little  attention  will  show 
effects  of  the  two  drugs  are  not  identical.  Amyl 
general  flushing,  without  marked  sense  of  throbbing  c 
localisation  in  the  head ;  nor  is  the  pulse  much  afl 
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distorbonces  of  the  cerebral  circulation.  It  would  not  act,  as- 
Belladonna  does,  upon  such  congestive  states  as  depend  on 
iaitation  of  the  brain  substance,  and  tend  to  inflammation^ 
With  Belladmina  the  circulation  within  the  cranium  is  excited 
liecaose  the  brain  is  irritated ;  with  Glonoin  the  brain  is^ 
irritated  because  the  circulation  is  excited.  But  it  would  be 
indicated  in  such  hypersemise  as  can  be  produced  by  excessive 
lieat  or  cold,  by  strong  emotions,  by  mechanical  jarring,  by  . 
•oppression  of  the  menses  or  other  hsemorrhages  and  excre- 
tions. The  first  and  last  of  these  causes  come  most  frequently 
before  us  in  connection  with  the  drug,  and  demand  special 
notice. 

1.  The  cerebral  hypersemia  of  excessive  heat  is,  in  its  full 
de?elopment,  sun-stroke.  For  this  casualty  Glonoin  has 
ittny  a  time  proved  a  rapid  and  efficient  remedy.  It  is  not 
%  malady  often  seen  in  this  country ;  bat  I  have  obtained 
linking  benefit  from  the  drug  in  its  distressing  after-effects. 
hi  minor  degrees  of  the  same  trouble,  in  headaches 
boaght  on  or  aggpravated  by  hot  sunshine,  and  in  those 
^hich  occur  in  workers  by  gaslight,  Glonoin  is  very 
lAectual. 

2.  Perhaps  the  greatest  boon  which  Dr.  Hering  has  con- 
fared  upon  patients  in  introducing  G-lonoin  to  medicine  is 
fte  reUef  it  gives  to  menstrual  disturbances  of  the  cerebral 
cncolation.  Every  one  knows  the  intense  congestion  of  the 
kain  induced  in  plethoric  constitutions  by  sudden  sup- 
pMsion  of  the  menses.  Glonoin  is  an  exquisite  similMmum 
ktte;  for  in  one  of  Dr.  Dudgeon's  provers,  who  took  it 
^Inle  the  catamenia  were  present,  these  immediately  ceased, 
ind  the  headache  went  on  increasing  in  violence  till  night, 
filonoin  is  recommended  by  all  in  this  condition,  and  there 
m  cases  on  record  illustrating  its  virtues.  It  is  of  course  no 
ms  osefol  in  minor  degrees  of  the  same  condition.  While 
^  helping  the  weaker  sex  during  their  menstrual  life,  it 
"^QomeB  especially  serviceable  as  this  draws  to  its  close.  It 
^  not  act,  like  Lachesis  or  Amyl  nitrite,  on  the  general 
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flushings  of  tlie  climacteric  epocli ;  but  it  is  most  Taluak 
i^lien  tliese  are  localised  in  the  head.  It  was  from  a  sa 
gestion  of  Dr.  Kidd's  that  I  first  began  to  use  Glonoin  1 
this  common  trouble,  and  I  have  since  learned  to  place  tl 
utmost  confidence  in  it.  It  is  also  verj  useful  in  the  col 
gestive  conditions  of  pregnancy. 

The  consideration  of  the  cerebral  hjpersBmia  thus  caused 
has  illustrated  the  form  of  the  disorder  in  which  Glonoin  u 
indicated.  But  we  are  of  course  not  limited  to  such  oi 
similar  origins  in  our  applications  of  the  drug.  Whenerei 
we  see  fulness  of  the  head  with  throbbing  of  the  arteries 
present,  and  are  not  led  to  Aconite  or  Belladonna  (or  theii 
•congeners)  by  fever  or  inflammation,  we  should  think  (A 
Glonoin.  It  thus  becomes  a  frequent  remedy  for  headache 
It  was  the  statement  of  its  discoverer,  Sobrero,  that "  even  i 
very  small  quantity  placed  on  the  tongue  causes  a  violaii 
headache  of  several  hours'  duration,"  which  led  Dr.  Herinj 
to  investigate  its  action.  The  kind  of  headache  it  producei 
has  been  already  illustrated.  Fulness,  tension,  throbhsBg 
bursting — these  are  the  phrases  used  by  the  provers  tx 
•describe  it ;  one  of  them  felt  as  if  he  were  hanging  with  tb 
head  downwards,  and  as  if  there  was  a  great  rush  of  bloo( 
-thereinto  in  consequence.  When  headaches  so  characterisw 
come  before  us  we  may  look  for  the  best  effects  from  GlonoiB 
I>r.  Coxe,  of  Philadelphia,  has  communicated  some  excelk» 
illustrative  cases,  which  may  be  read  in  Dr.  Dudgeon's  p^ 
The  medicine  is  seen  to  act  as  rapidly  in  disease  as  in  heJtk 
for  in  from  five  to  twenty  minutes  all  distress  had  ceaflrf 
As  regards  conditions,  the  Glonoin  headache  is  increased  hj 
shaking  the  head  or  moving  the  body,  and  relieved  by  ex 
temal  pressure.  In  those  more  serious  forms  of  cerebm 
hypersemia  which  we  call  puerperal  convulsions  and  apoplei] 
the  place  of  GloDoin  has  hardly  been  determined.  In  th< 
former  there  is  much  more  than  congestion  of  the  head  to  W 
thought  of :  still,  Glonoin  may  be  and  has  been  useful  Ui 
jrelieving  that  part  of  the  disorder.     For  the  simple  deteB"*** 
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nation  of  blood  to  the  li^ad  which  sometimes  precedes- 
{^plexj  Kafka  says  it  is  very  effectual,  and  also  for  that' 
which  often  oocors  in  softening  and  tumours  of  the  brain. 

In  what  has  now  come  before  us  we  see  the  main  sphere 

of  the  action  of  Glonoin,  and  the  kind  and  conditions  of 

the  same.      The  only  other  obvious  application  to  practice 

of  its  pathogenetic  effects  was  to  use  it  for  some  forms  of 

palpitation,  which  has  been  done  with  success.    But  Glonoin 

lias  had  a  short  episode  of  allopathic  history.    In  1858  its 

powers  became  accidentally  known  to  my  friend  Mr.  Field, 

then  practising  as  a  surgeon  in  Brighton,  who  communicated 

it  to  his  brethren  in  the  pages  of  the  Medical  Times  and' 

Giuette.    Some  contradictory  experimentation  followed ;  but 

on  the   whole  the   effects   of   Glonoin    were  admitted    ta 

k  identical   with    those     observed    by    the    homoeopathic 

Jtorers.    It  was  not  of  course  to  be  expected  that  the  drug 

ikmld  be  used  therapeutically  on  our  principle :  it  was  given 

nther  as  a  "  sedative."    In  this  capacity  it  manifested  in 

>ttnj  hands  a  striking  power  of    relieving    paroxyms    of 

Qenralgia ;  and  we  have  occasionally  availed  ourselves  of  its. 

power  in  this  direction.     Whether  it  has  any  specific  action 

^  neuralgia  I  cannot  say :    but  certainly  casei  have  been 

i^Bhered  by   the   third  attenuation,  and  some  permanently 

«red. 

I  liave  already  compared  Glonoin  with  Amyl  nUrite. 
^(anamdis  (q.  v.)  has  once  at  least  acted  like  it  on  the 
kad. 

It  has  proved  beneficial  in  all  dilutions  from  the  3rd 
^^omA  to  the  12th  centesimal.  The  first  and  second  decimal 
'^▼o  been  used,  but  are  liable  to  aggravate. 

Graphites 

^  phunhago,  the  black-lead  of  our  pencils,  in  which  form> 
Hahnemann  proved  it,  and  the  British  Homoeopathic  Phar- 
^'^^pQeia  directs  it  to  be  used.    It  is  understood  to  be  an. 


<382  GRAPHITES. 

allotropic  form  of  carbon,  witli  some  small  admixture  ci  iron 
and  silica.    It  is  prepared  by  trituration. 

A  pathogenesis  of  Graphites  appeared  in  the  first  edition  of 
the  Chronic  DiseaaeSy  containing  590  symptoms.  It  was  then 
proved  by  Nenning  on  several  persons,  and  by  Hartlaub.  In 
the  second  edition  of  the  Chronic  Diseases  Hahnemann  in- 
corporated the  200  symptoms  thus  obtained,  and  added  a  few 
from  Bummel  and  Kretchmar  and  a  number  from  his  own 
observation,  raising  the  total  to  1144. 

In  his  preface  he  tells  us  that  a  German  physician,  Wein- 
hold,  when  travelling  in  Italy,  found  black-lead  used  bj  the 
workmen  in  a  mirror  manufactory  as'an  external  application 
for  herpes.  He  himself  adopted  the  practice,  giving  the  sub- 
stance internally  also ;  and  wrote  a  book  to  record  his 
success.  Hahnemann  was  led  to  include  Graphites  among 
his  " anti-psoric "  medicines;  and  its  use  in  cutaneous 
disease,  long  obsolete  in  the  old  school,  flourishes  among 
homoeopathists  to  this  day.  Dr.  Hale  has  recently  reported 
a  remarkable  case  of  eczema  impetiginodes,  of  twenty  years' 
standing,  cured  by  it  in  the  dilutions  from  the  5th  to  tl» 
30th  ;*  and  Bilhr  gives  three  cases  of  that  troublesome  dis- 
ease, mentagjra,  in  which  it  proved  radically  curative.  I 
mention  these,  as  easily  accessible  illustrations  of  its  efficacy ; 
but  if  you  hunt  through  homoeopathic  literature  you  will 
find  numerous  testimonies  and  narrations  to  the  same  ^ect 
Dr.  Bayes  commends  it  in  psoriasis  palmaris ;  and  suggests 
that  the  frequent  occurrence  of  this  complaint  in  domestic 
servants  may  have  something  to  do  with  the  black-lead  used 
by  them  for  fire-grates. 

It  is  not  easy  to  define  the  precise  place  of  Graphites  in 
skin  disease.  The  presence  of  rhagades  generally  suggests  it 
to  me.  Dr.  Guernsey  says  that  its  characteristic  sympttw^ 
here  is  the  exudation  of  a  thin,  sticky,  glutinous,  transparent 
fluid  from  raw  places   or  sores.     It  probably  exerts,  13^ 

•  Brit,  Joum,  of  Horn.,  xxviii,  353. 
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aeniC)  a  general  influence  upon  the  nutrition  of  the  skin,  which 
•J  lead  to  yaiying  effects,  pathogenetic  and  curative,  accord* 
I  to  the  subjects  of  its  influence. 

Ghraphites  is  also  very  useful  in  unhealthy  states  of  the 
pendages  and  prolongations  of  the  skin.  Dr.  Guernsey 
nmends  it  for  falling  of  the  hair  and  abnormal  growth  of 
B  nails.  He  also  speaks  well  of  it  in  tinnitus  aurium,  with 
afness  which  is  improved  by  external  noise.  Such  an 
faction  is  probably  due  to  a  morbid  state  of  the  meatus  or 
embrana  tympani.  Dr.  Cooper  uses  it  successfully  in 
epbaritis  ciliaris,  where  inflammatory  symptoms  are  absent ; 
BO  in  stillicidium  lachrymarum,  from  obstruction  of  the 
iBal  duct.  Dr.  Bayes  ranks  it  with  Aurum  in  crusts  about 
16  Dogtrils  in  scrofulous  children.  Dr.  Marston  has  left  on 
cord  a  cure  of  fissure  of  the  anus  by  it. 
Bejond  the  cutaneous  region,  the  best-established  action  of 
mphites  is  on  the  ovaries  and  testes.  Hahnemann  himself 
<x»nmended  it  for  delayed  menstruation,  especially  when 
icompanied  with  great  costiveness.  I  should  mention,  by 
« mjy  that  for  constipation  itself  Graphites  is  one  of  our 
^remedies:  the  stools  are  large  and  knotty,  requiring  much 
iBixdng  for  their  expulsion.  This  use  of  the  drug  in  catame- 
d  deficiency  has  become  established  among  homoeopathists ; 
d  Dr.  Dudgeon  has  lately  given  us  an  interesting  account 
the  disappearance  of  indurated  enlargement  of  the  ovaries 
^mselves  under  its  employment.*  In  their  male  analogues, 
^  testes.  Graphites  has  more  than  once  proved  curative  of 
rtiocele. 

Graphites  has  lately  been  selected  as  the  subject  for  the 
ftte-essay  of  the  Central  Homoeopathic  Society  of  Germany, 
"tke  source  from  which  we  have  had  Reil  on  Aconite,  Bahr 
1  Digitalis,  and  Sorge  on  Phosphorus.  The  successful 
**>7ist  on  this  occasion  is  Dr.  H.  GouUon.  I  have  not  yet 
^  able  to  get  access  to  his  work ;  but  from  some  extracts 

*  Brit  Journ,  of  Horn,,  xxxi,  183. 
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from  it  translated  in  the  North  American  Journal  ofHomcufoStf 
it  appears  to  be  so  complete  a  collection  of  clinical  experience 
with  the  drug,  that  it  can  hardly  fail  to  enlarge  our  knowledge 
of  its  use. 

Graphites  may  be  compared  in  its  respective  spheres  vHh 
Pulaaiilla ;  with  Arsenic;  and  with  Alwnina  and  Flumlbwn. 

It  appears  to  act  ahnost  equally  well  in  substance  anJ 
dilution, — from  Weinhold's  twelve-grain  doses  to  the  lower 
triturations  employed  by  Bahr,  Cooper,  and  Marston,  and 
thence  to  the  twelfth  dilution  of  Dudgeon,  Hale,  and  homoeo* 
pathists  generally. 

I  have  now  to  speak  of 

Gratiola. 

This  is  the  Gratiola  officinalis,  the  common  "  hedge-hyssop." 
The  homoeopathic  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  whole  pbnt 
in  the  usual  manner. 

A  pathogenesis  of  Gratiola  appears  in  the  ArzneimitteUekre' 
of  Hartlaub  and  Trinks.  Of  its  604  symptoms,  72  are 
warranted  by  Trinks  himself,  and  10  are  taken  from  authon- 
The  remainder  have  the  somewhat  dubious  guarantee  d 
"  Ng."  But,  in  addition  to  this,  we  have  some  excellent 
provings  of  the  drug  in  full  doses,  which  have  been  translated. 
by  Dr.  de  Moor  in  the  third  volume  of  the  Bevue  de  ^ 
Maiiere  MSdicale  Specijique ;  where  also  will  be  found  th^ 
history  of  its  previous  uses. 

The  general  knowledge  about  the  physiological  action  <f 
Gratiola  is  sunmied  up  by  Pereira  in  saying  that  it  *'i* 
cathartic,  emetic,  and  diuretic,  acting  in  large  doses  as  aa 
acrid  poison.'*  Its  dynamic  action  appears  limited  and 
uncertain.  Some  provers  took  gtt.  xx — 1  of  the  tincture,' 
and  gr.  x — xx  of  the  dried  plant,  without  appreciable  distari)" 
ance  of  health.  The  few  genuine  and  frequently  recorrio^ 
effects  of  the  drug  seem  worth  noting  here^  as  so  little^i* 
known  about  it.    They  are — 
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1.  Detenuinatioii  of  blood  to  the  head,  with  heat  and 
^maolence. 

2.  Sense  of  coldness  on  the  vertex,  changing  to  heat. 

3.  Pain  in  the  occiput  on  early  waking,  relieved  by  rising 
r  Ijing  prone. 

4.  Sensation  in  the  face  as  if  it  were  swollen. 

5.  Objects,  even  green  ones,  appear  white  (after  S.  1). 

6.  Every  morning  for  weeks  swelling  of  the  upper  lip, 
isappearing  after  a  few  hours. 

7.  Teeth  ache  from  cold. 

8.  Great  distension  of  the  stomach  after  meals. 

9.  Great  somnolence  and  lassitude  after  meals. 

10.  ^'Pressure  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  as  from  a  stone 
oDing  from  side  to  side,  with  cramp-like  drawing  which 
Donnts  into  the  chest ;  at  the  same  time  frequent  urgings  to 
Mit  and  eructations ;  this  condition  lasts  several  days, 
od  is  always  worse  after  taking  food  [four  days  after]" 
Trinks). 

11.  Constriction  of  anus. 

12.  Itching  at  anus. 

13.  Great  rectal  and  anal  irritation,  with  passage  of  foetid 
inwos.* 

U.  Burning  in  urethra  after  urinating. 

I  have  only  to  add  a  quotation  from  Taylor  (p.  515).  *'  A 
cHeg  of  cases  observed  by  M.  Bouvier  are  reported  by  Orfila, 
B  four  of  which  the  plant  was  used,  imder  the  form  of  a 
l^ooction,  as  an  enema.  The  result  was  that  in  one  instance 
iolent  vomiting  and  parging,  with  syncope,  was  induced,  and 
^  all  a  strong  attack  of  nymphomania.  In  other  cases  there 
M  constriction  of  the  throat,  with  hydrophobic  symptoms 
•d  convulsions."  t 

*  In  ■nimals  poiioned  by  Gratiola,  Orfila  occasionally  found  the  rectam 
liBcd,  eren  when  the  drag  had  not  been  introduced  into  the  alimentary 

t  Beferring  to  the  original,  I  find  that  in  one  of  the  cases  the  nympho- 
toia  was  pennanent.    The  last  sentence  is  (not  very  correctly)  based  on 


I 


LECTUEE  XXn. 

^Ma^MELIS,  HELLEBORUS^   HELONIAS^    HEPAE   8ULPHURIS. 

^im  first  medicine  to-day  is  another  precious  contribution 
^'^^  America  to  our  remedial  store,  the  witch-hazel, 

Hamamelis  Virginica. 

^  prepare  a  tincture  from  the  bark  and  leaves. 

A  proving  of  Hamamelis  conducted  by  fourteen  persons, 
^^^^7  with  the  attenuations,  was  presented  to  the  American 
f^itute  of  Homoeopathy  at  its  meeting  in  1874  by  Dr. 
Wallace  McGeorge,  and  is  published  in  its  Transactions 
*^r  that  year.  All  other  knowledge  of  the  pathogenetic  and 
^^tive  effects  of  the  drug  is  collated  by  Dr.  Hale  in  the 
**ticle  upon  it  in  his  New  Bemediea.  Let  me  say  here  that, 
"'^ce  we  last  met,  a  fourth  edition  of  that  work  has  appeared. 
It  is  published  in  two  parts,  the  first  containing  the  "  Sym- 
ptomatology," the  second  the  "  Therapeutics  "  of  the  medicines 
pJ^sented.  My  references  for  the  curative  powers  of  the 
^^genous  American  remedies  will  henceforth  be  made  to 
^  latter  volume.  But  as  the  former  does  not  give  the 
P^Tings  in  detail,  we  shall  still  have  to  go  back  for  these  to 
^  second  edition. 

Hamamelis  has  long  had  a  popular  reputation  in  America, 
***^  is  the  basis  of  a  patent  medicine  kno¥m  as  "Pond's 
^^tract,"  which  is  largely  used  as  an  anodyne  application  to 
^^Jiiries.  Dr.  Hering,  being  in  attendance  on  the  proprietor 
f  Uiis  preparation,  was  led  to  test  its  real  virtues.  Dr.  Okie 
^  the  same,  and  reported  his  results  in  a  letter  to  Dr« 
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Hering  published  in  1853.  Dr.  Preston  bad  already,  in  1851, 
proved  the  drug  on  bimself,  and  found  it  oause  naiked 
determination  of  blood  to  the  bead  and  cbest,  with  epislaiiB. 
Tbe  latter  symptom  was  observed  upon  another,  and  metror- 
rhagia in  two  female  subjects. 

Dr.  Preston  was  naturally  led  to  use  HamameliH  as  i 
remedy  for  hsemorrhages.  But  he  found  it  to  be  no  kM 
efficacious  in  affections  of  the  vessels  from  which  the  bkod 
proceeded.  It  had  already  been  commended  for  piles :  h 
now  used  it,  internally  and  externally,  for  raiicosis  ct  Am 
legs.  Its  next  application  was  to  phliebitis,  and  here  alfloil 
succeeded  excellently  well.  He  was  thus  led  to  consider  tb 
drug  as  acting  specifically  upon  the  venous  system,  and,  in  i 
series  of  papers  in  the  North  American  Journal  of  HamcBOfoAii 
(1853),  developed  and  illustrated  this  doctrine.  Dr.  Bingei 
who  vouches  for  the  remedy,  does  well  in  putting  Di 
Preston's  name  forward  as  the  chief  authority  for  it 
virtues. 

The  three  leading  forms  of  venous  disorder  are  phleUtii 
varicosis,  and  hsBmorrhage. 

1.  In  simple  phlebitis  you  can  hardly  put  too  much  OOB 
fidence  in  Hamamelis.  It  acts  even  better  than  PoLentiili 
which  has  great  virtue  here.  Dr.  Preston  commends  it  fa 
phlegmasia  alba  dolens  ;  but  I  think  that  it  will  often  ciBi 
disappointment  there.  The  lymphatics  are,  I  take  it^  iMV 
frequently  at  fault  than  the  veins  in  that  disease. 

2.  In  the  various  forms  of  varicosis  Hamamelis  i$  ih 
prince  of  remedies.  In  varicose  veins  of  the  leg  you  will  h 
delighted  with  the  way  in  which  the  first  or  second  dihiifl 
will  ease  the  pain,  while  the  external  application  of  the  dihtM 
tincture  will  cause  the  dilated  vessels  to  shrink  up*  Tazieo* 
idoer  of  the  leg  may  be  healed  by  similar  treatment ;  to  wUd 
also  varicocele  and  circocele  have  often  yielded.  It  is  ff^ 
for  varicosis  of  the  throat,  where  the  pares  look  bluish  tf9^ 
distended  veins,  and  there  is  more  or  less  disoomf ort^  in^ 
puin  on  swallowing,  and  hawking  of  mucus  with  blood.    Sov 
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t  tiiTOAt  if  often  seen  in  gontj  subjects.    But  it  is  in  this 

aae  eonditkm  at  the  other  end  of  the  digestive  tube,  Tiz«  ia 

kemorrhoidSy  that  Hamamelis  has  won  its  greatest  trimnphs. 

I  kare  cored  case  after  case  of  "  bleeding  piles "  bj  the 

internal  nse  of  this  medicine ;  and  indeed  can  safely  say  that 

ii  an  experience  of  it  dating  more  than  twelve  years  back  I 

hm  nerer  failed  with  it.    Numerous  testimonies  to  the  same 

cfeciare  to  be  found  in  Dr.  Hale's  article ;  and  we  can  now 

add  to  them  that  of  Dr.  Binger,  who  says  that  he  has  found 

it  iingiilarly  successful  and  prompt  in  arresting  bleeding  from 

ttis  soq^ree,  even  when  excessive  and  amounting  to  haJf-a-pint 

idaj,  repeated  almost  daily  for  months  or  years.    It  not 

^j  checks  the  bleeding,  which  by  itself  might  not  always 

nni  beneficial ;   but  does  so  in  the  only  way  in  which  a  • 

WKBopathic  remedy  can  act,  namely,  by  removing  the  proxi-  ^ 

late  cause.  Even  where  there  is  not  much  bleeding  Tr».Tnft.Tirm1^ff 

viD  care  piles,  if  they  are  a  local  manifestation  of  a  genexal 

tedency  to  varicosis. 

8.  We  are  thus  led  to  the  use  of  Hamamelis  in  hnmor- 

Aiges  generally,  for  which  mischance  it  is  perhaps  more 

hqoently  indicated  than  any  other  remedy.     The  general 

*ridMice  of  those  who  have  used  it  agrees  with  that  of  Dr. 

I^iBiton,  that  [it  is  in  venous  hemorrhages,  where  the  blood 

Ivti  steadily  and  without  expulsive  effort,  that  Hamamelis  is 

^^Kkj  to  cure.    I  have  myself  also  suggested*  that  it  is  moro 

^nitable  when  the  state  of  the  vessels  leads  to  the  hemorrhage 

%B  where  this  is  d^>endent  upon  altered  composition  of  Uie 

<kod  itself.    If  this  canon  be  true,  it  defines  the  place  of 

vuunelis  in  purpura.     There  are  many  cases  on  reo(»d 

^ksviBg  its  efficacy ;  I  have  myself  seen  one :  but  I  think 

4at  in  all  the  vessels  and  not  the  blood  itself  were  at  &ult. 

I^.  Binger  speaks  of  being  disappointed  with  it  in  epistazis 

*ianring  in  a  lad  with  the  hsemorrhagic  diathesis;  whera^ 

NAaps,  the  same  explanation  will  hold  good.    Otherwise, 

km  form  of  bleeding  is  remarkably  under  its  control,  as  aW 

*  Brii.  J<mm»  of  Hom^  xxiii,  256. 
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are  hsematemesis,  melsena,  and  liffimoptjsis  of  passiYe  and 
venous  type.  Dr.  Einger  has  known  it  arrest  lusmatom 
in  four  cases  wliicli  had  resisted  many  other  remedies,  and  to 
check  the  oozing  of  hlood  which  somethnes  goes  on  for  weeb 
after  delivery.  Dr.  Dyce  Brown  finds  it  very  succesBfol  in 
uterine  hemorrhage  generally.*  It  has  also  cured  vicanoitf 
menstruation,  and  helped  much  in  the  treatment  of  dysentery. 
I  have  myself  used  it  in  most  of  these  affections,  and  have  so 
much  confidence  in  its  power  that  I  would  never  be  without 
it  in  my  pocket-case. 

If  you  ask  me  what  is  the  rationale  of  this  hsBmostatie 
power  of  Hamamelis  and  other  medicines  of  ours,  I  can  only 
answer  that  it  is  but  an  instance  of  the  general  homosopathie 
principle.  They  cure  hsBmorrhages  because  they  cause  them* 
Hamamelis  certainly  does  not  owe  its  virtues  to  the  tannin 
which,  like  many  other  barks,  it  contains  ;  for  it  acts  welltf 
high  as  the  second  and  third  dilutions,  whose  very  infini* 
tesimal  proportion  of  tannin  could  hardly  prove  astringent. 

The  only  other  sphere  of  action  in  which  we  know  Han*- 
melis  to  be  capable  of  vigorous  work  is  that  of  the  generatiTe 
organs.  Its  potent  pathogenetic  influence  on  these,  in  th0 
male  subject,  was  first  brought  to  light  by  that  indefatigaU^ 
prover.  Dr.  Burt.  He  experimented  on  himself  with  the  drug 
in  1864  (as  you  may  read  in  the  twenty-third  volume  of  the 
BrUish  Journal  of  HomoeopcUhy),  and  suffered  severely  froBi 
neuralgic  pains  in  the  testicles,  which — when  strong  dostf 
were  taken — were  so  intense  as  to  compel  him  to  discontinno 
the  proving.  Sometimes  the  pains  migrated  suddenly  to  th* 
stomach,  causing  nausea  and  faintness.  They  were  acoom-  I 
panied  with  frequent  emissions,  and  much  hypochondriifi  \ 
depression  and  irritability.  The  latter  symptom  was  ^  ' 
marked  in  Dr.  McQeorge's  provers.  ] 

Dr.  Okie  had  already  used  it  successfully  in  ovaritis ;  tti  { 
Dr.  Burt  gives  three  cases  of  what  he  caJls ''  ovarian  neQ^  < 
algia "  cured  by  it.    The  first  was  probably  of  a  subinfc*"    j 

•  Jifonihfy  Homaopaihic  Review,  xiv,  473. 
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tttoiy  nature:  the  second  and  third  may  have  been  pure 
raroses.  But  the  most  important  testimony  to  the  value  of 
16  medicine  in  ovarian  affections  is  that  of  Dr.  Ludlam. 
quote  from  the  second  edition  of  his  excellent  Lectwres^ 
Mteol  and  didactic^  on  the  Diseaaea  of  Women  (p.  138). 
Daring  the  summer  term  of  lectures  for  the  year  1864,  I 
Ued  attention  to  the  efficacy  of  the  hamamelis  virginica  in 
vitis.  The  remarkable  effects  of  this  remedy,  locally  and 
ternally,  in  orchitis  led  me  to  infer  that  it  would  also  be 
efol  in  some  forms  of  ovaritis.  I  hate  prescribed  it  in 
imerous  cases  with  remarkable  results.  It  seems  appro- 
ate  to  the  subacute  attacks  of  this  disease  which  are 
Hdent  to  pregnancy  and  menstruation.  In  the  former  case, ' 
^Te  no  question  of  its  power,  in  some  instances,  to  prevent 
ortion,  where  such  a  mishap  threatens  in  consequence  of 
arian  irritation  and  inflammation.  In  the  latter,  it  allays 
B  pain  and  averts  the  menstrual  derangement  which  is  so 
ble  to  follow.  It  is  also  useful  in  gonorrhoeal  ovaritis,  in 
lich  variety  the  suffering  is  sometimes  extreme.  This  affec- 
Q  bears  a  close  analogy  to  the  gonorrhoeal  orchitis  of  the 
tk,  in  which  Hamamelis  is  almost  specific' *  In  this  last 
ection  Dr.  Franklin  also,  in  his  Science  and  Art  of  Surgery^ 
nmends  it.  It  probably  has  a  similar  action  on  the  whole 
uto-urinary  apparatus.  Dr.  Payne,  an  "eclectic"  prac- 
ioDer  in  America,  states  that  in  large  doses  it  causes  in 
men  violent  contractions  of  the  vagina,  and  a  smarting, 
niing  sensation,  followed  by  pruritus :  in  men  he  has  known 
produce  irritation  of  the  urethra,  and  a  discharge,  with 
br  urinffi.  With  apparently  unconscious  homoeopathicity 
leoommends  it  for  the  cure  of  these  very  conditions.  It 
{ht  to  be  useful  for  gonorrhoea  occurring  in  the  female. 
•  HcOeorge,  in  the  clinical  observations  he  adds  to  his 
lyings,  speaks  warmly  of  its  power,  when  applied  locally,  to 
"e  permanent  relief  to  vaginismus.  It  is  also  attaining  a 
4  deal  of  reputation  in  dysmenorrhoea  (especially,  Dr.  Pat- 
)ii  says,  in  the  form    of    Hamamelin)  :   it  is  probably 
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where  this  trouble  depends  upon  ovarian  irritation  that  it  ii 

beneficial. 

There  are  several  points  about  the  action  of  HamMnriiii 

which  lead  me  to  think  it  likely  to  prove  a  useful  remedjii 

gout ;  but  I  must  reserve  this  part  of  the  subject  until  I  hiVB 

been  able  to  develope  and  test  it  further. 
The  only  true  analogue  to  Hamamelis  is  PuUaUUa* 
I  have  generally  used  the  first  decimal  in  acute  hsBKV^ 

ifaage ;  the  first  and  second  centesimal  in  other  cases. 

Our  next  medicine  to-day  is  the  Christmas  rose, 

Helleboms  niger, 

ef  which  we  prepare  a  tincture  from  the  fresh  root. 

The  proving  is  in  the  third  volume  of  the  Beine  AwmM- 
iMehre,  and  contains  92  symptoms  from  Hahnemann,  162  fiom 
eight  fellow-observers,  and  34  from  authors.  The  latter 
describe  mainly  the  drastic  properties  of  the  plant  ThB 
provings  do  not  seem  to  have  been  very  heroic,  judging  from 
a  letter  of  Hahnemann's  to  Stapf ,  cited  by  Dudgeon  (Leebif^ 
p.  189),  in  which  an  eighth  of  a  drop  of  the  tincture  is  orderel 
to  be  taken  every  hour  or  two  until  some  violent  e£fects  aie 
experienced. 

It  was  either  the  black  Hellebore,  or  some  closely  allied 
species,  which  was  used  by  the  Greek  physicians  for  the  treat- 
ment of  mental  disorders.  They  supposed  it  to  act  by  i^ 
evacuant  properties ;  but  it  is  probable  that  it  had  8oa0 
specific  influence.  Hahnemann  makes  the  following  remtf^ 
in  point:  '^I  infer  from  various  observations  that  stupor, il^ 
obtusion  of  the  sensitive  nervous  system — ^imperfect  and  heed- 
less sight,  although  the  eyes  are  perfectly  good,  imperii 
hearing,  although  the  organ  of  hearing  is  perfectly  sooiA 
imperfect  or  no  taste,  although  the  organ  of  taste  is  in  good 
condition,  constant  or  frequent  absence  of  thought,  want  d 
recollection  of  the  things  which  had  just  taken  place,  indift^ 
«Dce,  light  slumber  without  the  sleep  being  refreshings  iia^ 
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to  work  without  liaving  the  power  or  attention  necessary  to  do 
aajthing— is  a  primary  effect  of  Hellebore."  Knorre  has 
nporfced  a  cure  of  melancholia  following  typhus  by  it,  and 
reoommendfl  it  in  the  same  condition  occurring  in  girls  at 
puberty.*  I  should  mention  that  the  condition  of  brain  found 
[K»t-mortem  in*  the  subject  of  S.  80  among  Hahnemann's 
'  Ofaserrations  of  others  "  must  not  be  supposed  to  have  been 
Msed  by  Hellebore,  as  the  man  was  a  melancholic. 

Bat  the  chief  use  of  Hellebore  is  in  the  various  forms  of 
bopsj.  Hahnemann  gives  as  one  of  his  own  observations 
[8. 66), "  sudden  dropsical  swelling  of  the  skin ;"  and  remarks 
spon  it — "  This  symptom,  with  others  belonging  to  the  kid- 
Mft,  appears  to  show  that  Hellebore  will  be  a  great  remedy 
in  certain  dropsical  affections."  The  renal  symptoms  referred 
bo  are  among  those  of  his  f  ellow«observers, — 

8. 104.  Abundant  urination,  without  much  urging   (Lang- 

hammer). 

8.105.  Frequent  urging  to  micturate,  and  scanty  emission 

(Ibid). 
8i  106.  Emission  of  a  quantity  of  watery  urine  (Stajpf). 

The  opposite  character  of  the  first  two,  though  occurring 
in  the  same  prover,  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  the 
<(inty  urine  with  urging  was  observed  within  the  first  four 
koors  after  the  dose,  the  abundant  and  free  passage  of  the 
CBOetion  twenty-four  hours  after  it.  This  precisely  corre- 
^pcrnds  with  later  observations,  which  show  that  one  of  the 
^glueoeides"  of  Helleborus — ^helleborein — is  a  diuretic  to 
^aimab,  but  causes  hypersemia  of  the  kidneys.  Thus  the 
Irimary  effect  of  Hellebore  would  be  to  congest  the  renal 
Diguis  and  diminish  their  secretion ;  while,  as  the  effect  was 
taamg  off,  an  opposite  condition  would  obtain.  Now  this  is 
M»  what  we  have  in  post-scarlatinal  dropsy,  where  the  drug 
^  gained  its  chief  laurels.    There  is  a  general  consenauB  of 

*  BrU.  Joum,  of  Rom.,  xii,  478. 


896  HELtEBOKUS   KIGEK. 

1 

testimony  to  its  value  here,  Dr.  Bajes  being  the  only  one  ^  1 
speaks  of  disappointment. 

Hellebore  is  also  occasionally  used  with  benefit  in  oilier 
dropsies,  as  in  that  left  behind  by  intermittento,  and  in 
the  ascites  of  scrofulous  children.*    But  the  question  d 
main  interest  is  as  to  what  it  can  do  in  hydrooepbaloB. 
Its  other  glucoside — ^helleborin — causes  paralysis  in  animals; 
and  after  death  the  cerebral  meninges  are  found  congested, 
and  the  substance  diminished  in  consistence  and  showing 
extravasation.      It    would    thus    be   homoeopathic  to  the 
second  stage  of  encephalitis;  while  its  power  over  seroos 
dropsies  elsewhere  might  well  extend  to  the  cranial  aracb 
noid,  making  it  useful  in  such  cerebral  effusions  as  oocor    ; 
from  insolation,  after  typhus,  or  from  the  retrocession  d  1 
mumps  or  the  exanthemata.     In  chronic  hydrocephalus  it   | 
might  well  aid  the  constitutional  remedies — Sulphur,  Calcaw»»    I 
and  such  like — on  which  we  mainly  rely.    All  these  are  well- 
attested  uses  of  the  drug ;  but  whether  it  can  help  in  true 
tubercular  meningitis  is  another  question.    It  is  reconunesded 
for  it,  in  the  stage  of  efihision,  by  all  the  older  homoeopathic 
writers ;  but  those  of  later  date  seem  to  have  less  confideno0 
in  it.     I  have  tried  it  several  times  myself,  in  varying  dic- 
tions, but  never  with  any  benefit. 

The  only  other  sphere  of  action  of  Hellebore  is  the  ovario- 
uterine.  Pereira  says  that  it  stimulates  the  pelvic  circulatioD 
like  Aloes,  and  is  an  emmenagogue.  In  the  female  aninuds 
poisoned  by  Helleborein  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  ateni 
was  always  found  congested.  It  has  some  repute  among 
homoeopathists  in  amenorrhoea. 

The  medicines  most  allied  to  Helleborus  are  Apis,  ApoeynfO^ 
Cantharis,  and  Kali  hromidum. 

The  medium  and  higher  dilutions  have  been  those  most 
frequently  used ;  but  Dr.  Phillips  states  that  he  gets  excellent 
results  in  post-scarlatinal   dropsy  with  ten  or  fifteen-drop 

•  Sec  Brii.  Joum.  of  Horn,,  x,  124. 
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doses  of  the  tmctnre.    I  should  say  that  I  am  indebted  to  his 
book  for  the  facts  about  the  gluOOsides  of  the  plant. 

We  have  now  once  more  to  turn  to  America,  which  sends  us 
a  medicine  whose  importance  is  growing  upon  us  of  late^ 
tlie 


Helonias 

A  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  root ;  and  the  concentrated 
Preparation,  Helonin,  is  triturated  for  our  use. 

A  full  account  of  Helonias  is  given  bj  Dr.  Hale  in  his  New 
iaudies.  You  will  do  well  to  supplement  his  remarks  by 
leiding  the  excellent  article  on  the  drug  by  Dr.  Samuel  Jones 
IB  tjie  twenty-second  volume  of  the  North  American  Journal 
^  Somcsopathyf  who  presents  us  also  with  a  full  schema  of  its 
ptthogenetic  effects. 

Dr.  Jones  is  one  of  the  two  provers  of  Helonias.  He  took 
tbse  ounces  of  the  mother  tincture  and  a  scruple  of  Helonin 
^  the  course  of  a  week,  and  noted  the  results  at  the  time  and 
iQlwequently.  It  had  been  reported  as  beneficial  in  diabetes 
iiriBright's  disease ;  and  he  was  desirous  to  ascertain  whether 
( vould  cause  sugar  or  albumen  to  appear  in  the  urine.  He 
i>Qnd  neither ;  but  he  did  get  an  excess  of  urea,  to  the  extent 
(a  sixth  part  of  the  normal  amount.  At  the  same  time  his 
liiie,  which  was  apt  to  be  alkaline,  and  to  deposit  amorphous 
hotphates,  became  acid,  even  after  a  meal ;  and  the  phos- 
itttic  deposition  ceased  to  be  anything  more  than  an  excep- 
ttuj  occurrence.  During  the  time,  and  for  twelve  days 
Kerwards,  he  was  weak  and  irritable,  and  full  of  aches  and 
tins.  Then  all  these  left  him,  and  for  a  week  he  felt  un- 
•wfly  well.  But,  he  writes,  "  on  the  nineteenth  day  after 
^  last  dose  had  been  taken  a  profound  depression  of  spirita 
V^rrened.  I  was  filled  with  the  most  abject  despair."  This 
audition  continued  nearly  two  weeks;  and  then,  three 
eeb  later,  he  "  became  *  bilious,'  sleepy  during  the  day,  head 
idl  and  stupid,  poor  appetite,  food  had  no  taste."    He  thinks 
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that  at  tills  time  an  examination  of  the  mine  wonU  bife 
aliown  a  minus  of  urea ;  but)  strangely  enough,  he  oxniiited  to 
make  it. 

I  have  dwelt  fully  on  these  phenomena,  as  Helonuu  liM 
gained  a  considerable  reputation  as  a  ''  tonic,"  and  it  is  in- 
teresting and  important  to  ascertain  its  action  in  health.  I 
•cannot  think  that  the  ''  bilious  "  condition  occurring  serai 
weeks  after  omitting  the  drug  had  anything  to  do  with  it; 
but  the  depression  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  week  seems  fdiij 
traceable  to  its  influence.  Dr.  Brown,  the  other  pro?«r  d 
Helonias,  who  took  smaller  doses,  experienced  the  same  feelingi 
from  the  fifth  day  of  his  proving.  He  says  little  of  debflitjf 
but  nothing  of  increased  strength ;  and  Dr.  Jones  was  de* 
cidedly  weakened  by  the  drug,  so  that  the  healthy  reactiai 
subsequently  was  keenly  enjoyed.  The  changes  in  the  urino 
have  hardly  yet  received  their  interpretation. 

Helonias,  accordingly,  may  fairly  have  its  "tonic"  actktt 
explained  upon  the  principle  of  similarity ;  and,  judging  froa 
the  cases  Dr.  Hale  relates,  it  need  not  be  given  in  large  dsKM» 
Its  action  is  compared  by  all  who  have  used  it  to  that  of  iroO' 
It  possibly  acts  on  the  blood-making  processes,  and  maj  ^ 
useful  in  chlorosis  and  ansBmia  where  iron  disagrees.  I  h»'* 
recently  cured  an  exquisite  case  of  chlorosis  with  it  wHk 
considerable  rapidity.  Dr.  Jones  (and  also  Dr.  CanoB 
Dunham)  speaks  well  of  it  in  such  mental  depression  as  fti- 
lows  over-dosing  with  bromide  of  potassium ;  and  no  less  >• 
in  post-diphtheritic  debility. 

The  local  actions  of  Helonias  are  on  the  kidneys  and  ti>9 
uterus.  In  the  former  pain  and  weight  are  experienced,  ind 
a  sensation  of  burning,  as  if  the  kidneys  were  two  bags  of  W 
water ;  there  is  also  increased  urination.  The  drug  has  vfi^ 
been  proved  upon  women ;  but  Dr.  Clark,  of  Portland,  stite* 
that  in  six  or  eight  female  patients  to  whom  Helonias  M 
been  given  in  the  first  decimal  dilution  there  occurred  **?•* 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  back,  through  to  the  uterus,  like  ii* 
'  fiammation,  piercing,  drawing."    The  breasts  also  swelMi 
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ud  the  nipples  became  eensitiYe  and  tender.  Lastly,  uterine 
luemorrhage  set  in,  and  continued  till  the  medicine  was  giren 
If.   Upon  the  male  subject  it  has  acted  as  an  aphrodisiac. 

Conrespondinglj,  the  chief  use  of  Helonias  has  been  in  renal 
<ttd  uterine  affections.  It  is  reported  curatiye  in  phosphatic 
orioe,  urinary  irritation  with  impotence,  diabetes,  and  albu- 
Bunnria :  it  reminds  one  here  of  Phosphoric  add.  From  its 
power  oyer  affections  of  the  womb  it  has  obtained  the  appella- 
tkn  of  ^'  uterine  tonic."  In  prolapsus,  menorrhagia,  leucor- 
iluBa^  and  other  atonic  states  of  this  organ — even  when 
CQang  sterility  or  tendency  to  miscarriage — it  seems  really 
poiBeBsed  of  very  great  curatiye  yirtues.  I  can  hardly  claim 
tben  uses  of  the  medicine  for  homoeopathy,  as  it  is  a  stimulant 
>itiier  than  a  depressant  to  both  urinary  and  sexual  organs. 
1^. Hale  would  haye  us  belieye  in  a  "secondary  homoeo- 
piUdtjf'  arguing  that  all  stimulation  is  followed  by  subse- 
9oxi  relaxation ;  so  that  Helonias  is  pri'narily  homceopathic 
to  renal  or  uterine  irritation,  and  secondarily  to  atonic  con- 
t&mB  of  the  same  organs.  But  I  must  maintain  that  such 
"leeondazy  homoeopathic"  action  is  essentially  antipathic ;  and, 
2  really  curatiye,  only  shows  that  contrwria  carUrariis  as  well 
^tmUia  nmtUbus  plays  a  part  in  specific  medication. 

Br.  Jones  thinks  that  the  key-note  of  the  subjectiye 
ipiipfcoms  of  Helonias  is  "amelioration  while  doing  some- 
fcng."  "  The  headache,"  he  says,  **  disappears  when  the 
Mention  is  engaged.  The  pains  yanish  when  one  is  busied. 
Qm  sense  of  profound  debility  is  lost  when  exercising.  When 
^  turns  from  the  book  and  goes  into  a  half  reyerie  then 
iQnes  the  headache.  When  one  sits  purposeless  then  come 
ht  burning-aching  pains.  When  one  feels  as  if  he  could 
(ttoely  drag  one  foot  after  the  other  he  is  astonished  to  find 
kit  the  sense  of  rest  is  gotten,  not  by  lying  on  the  couch,  but 
y  walking." 

I  haye  already  mentioned  the  analogy  between  the  yirtues 
I  Helonias  and  some  of  the  effects  of  Fhosphoric  acid  and 
'WnMi.    As  a  uterine  remedy,  it  most  resembles  Stannum, 
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The  mother  tincture  of  Helonias,  {uid  the  Ist  dedmal  tri- 
turation of  Helonin,  have  generally  been  used. 

My  last  medicine  to-daj  is  one  of  the  old  Hahnemanniaa 
stock,  the  calcic  sulphide, 

HepajT  sulphuris. 

It  is  prepared  for  homoeopathic  use  by  '^mixing  equal  parts  of 
finely-powdered  clean  oyster-shell  and  quite  pure  flowers  o( 
sulphur,  and  keeping  the  mixture  for  ten  minutes  heated  to  ft 
white  heat  in  a  crucible  hermetically  closed.''  These  aie 
Hahnemarm's  own  directions ;  and  the  resulting  compound  is 
plainly  a  sulphide  of  cfdcium.  The  potencies  are  made  lij 
trituration. 

A  pathogenesis  of  Hepar  appears  in  the  fourth  volume  of 
Beine  Arzneimittellehre,  containing  282  symptoms  from  Hah- 
nemann, 16  from  two  fellow-observers,  and  10  from  authors— 
of  which  8  are  effects  of  the  sulphuretted  waters  of  Neundoif 
and  Aachen.  In  the  Chronic  Diseases  another  pathogeDeni 
appears,  in  which  the  last-named  symptoms  are  omitted,  \fA 
others  are  added  by  Hahnemann  himself,  raising  the  numlitf 
to  661. 

The  term  Hepar  sulphuris — "  liver  of  sulphur" — appears  to 
have  been  given  in  old  time  especially  to  the  sulphide  d 
potassium.  The  virtues  ascribed  to  this  drug,  however,  so 
closely  correspond  as  far  as  they  go  with  those  of  our  own 
calcareous  compound  that  we  may  fairly  use  them  in  connection 
with  it.  Again,  since  sulphuretted  hydrogen  is  unmistakably 
evolved  when  Hepar  is  brought  into  a  state  of  solution,  H 
must  share  in  the  pathogenetic  properties  of  that  gas  aai 
inherit  its  repute  as  a  remedy.  Lastly,  being  a  compound  d 
the  two  great  constitutional  medicines,  Sulphur  and  Calcarfl>> 
itself  becomes  an  agent  of  the  same  character,  having  poinis 
of  resemblance  to  each  of  its  elements.  Like  Sulphur  it 
affects  the  skin,  and  like  Calcarea  the  glands. 
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But,  like  many  other  compounds,  it  is  somethiiig  over  and 
bore  its  constituent  parts ;  and  strikes  out  (so  to  speak)  an 
ctkm  of  its  own.  I  tliink  tliat  Hahnemann  hit  upon  the 
itore  of  this  action  when  he  recommended  Hepar  as  a 
^namic  antidote  to  the  effects  of  Mercuiy.  He  made  this 
omt  in  his  treatise  on  syphilis  published  in  1788 ;  and  the 
Kommendation  has  been  so  frequently  acted  on  with  success 
bat  there  seems  little  doubt  of  its  being  well  founded  The 
vooess  does  not  seem  to  be  a  chemical  one ;  and  the  symptoms 
idnoed  by  Hepar  sufficiently  resemble  those  of  Mercury  to 
Bike  it  'probable  that  the  law  of  similars  is  at  work  here. 
Icpar  accordingly  has  affinities  with  Mercurius  as  well  as  with 
U|^ur  and  Calcarea;  and  its  range  of  influence  is  conse- 
pKntly  a  wide  one. 

The  most  important  application  of  Hepar  resulting  from 
b  analogy  is  its  use  in  8tq>puration.  The  power  of  Mercury 
0 induce  suppurative  inflammation  is  well  known;  and  its 
laployment  in  inflammatory  states  of  the  organs  it  influences 
riieo  matter  threatens  to  form  is  as  obvious  as  it  is  successful. 
Biepar  acts  similarly,  but  it  goes  farther.  It  will  often  check 
Kippuration  when  impending  :*  but,  when  it  is  inevitable,  it 
^  wonderful  power  in  promoting  it,  and  conducting  it  to  a 
(eedy  termination.  This  has  been  the  doctrine  and  practice 
tthe  homoeopathic  school  for  many  years  ;  and  testimony  to 
b  soundness  has  now  been  given  by  Dr.  Einger.  In  a  paper 
luUished  in  the  Lancet  for  February,  1874,  he  communicated 
Inexperience  of  "  the  value  of  sulphides  in  abscesses,  boils,  and 
lentous  sores ;"  and  wrote  as  follows : — 

"The  influence  of  the  group  on  the  suppurative  process  is 
iiify  made  manifest.  Thus  when  sulphide  of  potassium  or 
iodhmi  is  administered,  a  thin,  watery,  unhealthy  discharge 
ipeomes  at  first  more  abundant,  afterwards  diminishing,  and 
knmghout  continues  thicker  and  healthier,  possessing  indeed 
k  characters  of  '  laudable '  pus.     The  condition  of  the  sore 

^^prores  correspondingly,  and  its  healing  is  promoted 

*  See  Brit  Joum,  qfSom^  yi,  233. 
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The  sulphides  appear  often  to  arrest  suppumtion 'B^ 

influence  of  this  group  is  still  more  conspicaoiiB  after  tb» 
formation  of  pus.  They  then  considerably  hasten  matantion^ 
whilst  at  the  same  time  they  diminish  and  circumscribe  iha 
inflammation.  They  promote  the  passage  of  the  pus  to  ^ 
surface  and  the  evacuation  of  the  abscess."  He  recomineBdi 
the  same  treament  for  boils  and  carbundes^for  those  indolflDt; 
subcutaneous  swellings  which  may  be  called  scrofaloai 
nodes,  and  for  suppurating  scrofulous  glands.  He  preto 
the  sulphide  of  calcium  to  the  others,  and  finds  te 
eightieth  of  a  grain  generally  sufficient  as  a  dose.  Thei* 
views  are  reiterated  in  the  fourth  edition  of  hiB  Handbook  4 
Theraipeutics. 

You  will  not  hesitate,  moreover,  to  act  on  these  princiiiki  j 
when  more  important  organs  are  involved.    I>r.  Bihr  speib 
of  "  brilliant  cures  "  of  pneumonia  with  it,  when  the  exndi- 
tion  had  become  purulent ;  and  cites  one  which  bears  out  Ui 
commendations.    Twenty  weeks  after  the  commencement  of  » 
pneumonia,  treated  allopathically,  his  advice  was  sought  for 
the  patient,  a  boy  of  six.  ''  The  child  was  exceedingly  emio* 
ated,  had  a  slight  hectic  fever,  was  constantly  troubled  bf  i 
sometimes  spasmodic  cough,  with  purulent  and  f  ostid  eqwo- 
toration,  diarrhcea,  and  loss  of  appetite.  The  right  side  of  ft* 
thorax  had  become  considerably  hollowed,  the  left  was  alnof* 
mally  bulging ;  on  the  right  side  the  percussion-sonnd  wtf 
perfectly  empty,  with  intense  bronchial  respiration  and  iiil^ 
r&lcs.  We  diagnosed  pleuro-pneumonia  of  the  right  side,  wiik 
absorption  of  the  pleuritic  exudation,  but  continued  presenes 
of  the  pneumonic  infiltration  in  a  state  of  purulent  diMoln- 
tion.    After  various  ineffectual  remedies,  the  child  was  fioBlIf 
put  upon  Hepar,  third  trituration,  with  such  excellent  refob 
that  in  eight  days  already  the  hollowing  of  the  chest  wai  oos* 
sidcrably  less.    In  about  four  weeks  the  right  lung  hadalaiMi 
been  restored  to  its  normal  condition,  and  the  curvature  of 
the  thorax  had  entirely  disappeared,  so  that  the  child  no^ 
looks  perfectly  straight  and  thoroughly  sound  and  healthy.'^ 

■ 
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Hd  rBoommends  the  drug  also  in  empjema,  which  was  possibly- 
present  in  the  foregoing  ease.  The  use  of  Hepar  in  plenrisj,. 
iKyierer,  haa  mainly  lain  on  the  other  side  of  suppuration, 
ik  in  oopiona  plastic  exudation  into  the  sac  of  some  long 
itttding.  Wuxmb  praised  it  highly  here,  and  Dr.  H.  Gross 
ks  put  on  record  a  striking  case  of  cure  by  it  after  some- 
Bootlia'  inteiral,  which  you  may  read  in  the  eighteenth 
vriiDBe  of  the  BrUUh  Journal  of  Homosopathy, 

8L  Hepar  next  follows  Mercury  in  acting  on  the  liver.    Of 

h  nh»  here  we  have  the  fullest  account  from  Dr.  Bayes. 

*  Those  ehxonic  states  of  engorgement  of  the  liver,"  he  writes, 

*iidiidng  great  abdominal  distress  from  their  interference 

vith  the  return  of  blood  through  the  vena  portse,  are  greatly 

Wnefited  by  a  course  of  Hepar  sulphuris  .  .  .  Hseimorrhoids 

ttiang  from  this  source  are  readily  cured  by  this  medicine. 

Ihe  obstruction  to  the  abdominal  venous  circulation  often 

gtvei  groat  distress  to  the  patient,  preventing  the  abdominal 

Ka^intiony  and  hence  inducing  oppression  of  breathing.    In 

tttier  cases  it  induces  obstinate  constipation,  from  a  congested 

condition  of  the  veins  in  the  rectum."    He  gives  from  the  third 

decimal  to  the  sixth  centesimal  attenuation.    I  know  that  other 

jdiysicians  have  the  same  confidence  in  the  power  of 

to  relieve  engorgement  of  the  liver  and  portal  system. 

were  among  the  affections  for  which  sulphuretted 

^drogcn  was  given  of  old ;  and  the  pathogenesis  has  some 

'ttaric  symptoms. 

8.  We  now  follow  the  line  of  the  Sulphur  which  enters  into 
^  composition  of  our  medicine,  and  find  it  influencing  the 
It  is  an  effectual  external  remedy  for  scabies  ;*  and, 
internally,  has  shown  considerable  power  over  those 
^tmeons  irritations  which  are  incidental  to  certain  employ- 
as  the  grocers'  and  the  wool-workers'  itch.  In  the  last- 
trouble  Hahnemann  himself  recommends  it.f  It  is  an 
Ihsraative  to  Ghraphites  in  psoriasis  palmaris,  with  fissures ; 

•  Srit.  JoMfn,  of  JBom^  xxvi,  46. 
t  Lester  WritinffS,  p.  512. 
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tlie  ineibomiaii  glands  are  much  involved ;  and  in 
ophthalmia.  But  its  most  valuable  j)roperty  is  its 
upon  the  cornea.  Dr.  Peters,  in  a  Treatise  on  Disecu 
Eye,  has  collected  many  recorded  instances  o£  its  va 
if  jou  will  look  through  these  you  will  see  how  oft< 
cured  cases  where  onyx,  hypopion  and  prolapsus  in 
present ;  and  also  what  power  it  has  over  recurring  v 
of  the  cornea  in  ophthalmia  scrofulosa.  Then  it  a 
the  ethmoid  cells  at  the  root  of  the  nose^  where  Hahi 
recommendation  of  it  when  boring  headache  is  pre 
often  been  verified :  the  pain  comes  on,  he  says,  eve 
ing,  and  lasts  from  7  to  12  o'clock.  It  has  less  infl 
the  nasal  mucous  membrane  itself,  but  acts  powerfull; 
of  the  larynx  and  trachea.  Hahnemann  pointed  out 
thogenesy  indicated  Hepar  and  Spongia  as  the  cardii 
dies  for  croup ;  and  they  remain  so  to  the  present  da 
homoeopathists,  as  you  lately  heard  from  Dr.  Hali 
place.*  There  is  a  general  agreement  in  the  canon  Is 
for  its  employment  by  Dr.  Elb,  and  excellently  illust 

Th*.   TTaIa-  that   it  la   aftftr   rAanlntimi    haa  bAPn    init 
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lehind  after  measles.  Bahr  recommends  it  also  in 
yoa  and  Hempelin  capillary  bronchitis, 
n  a  recent  discussion  on  diphtheria  at  the  British 
xypathic  Society,*  Drs.  Drury  and  Leadam  agreed  in 
a;  Hepar  in  the  front  rank  of  its  remedies.  The  ex- 
ceof  these  excellent  physicians,  and  the  tendency  of  the 
eritic  exudation  to  invade  the  larynx,  would  justify  its 
ial  in  the  disease. 

Guernsey  says  that  whenever  Hepar  is  indicated  there 
found  great  sensitiveness  to  touch,  draught  of  air,  or 
mpressions  on  the  senses.  Herein  it  resembles  Silica, 
is  its  analogue  in  relation  to  the  suppurative  process, 
dee  Sulphur,  Calcarea,  and  Mercurius,  Hepar  has  a 
Eudogue — especially  in  the  respiratory  sphere — ^in  KcUt 
iteum, 

Etinger's  experience  bears  out  that  of  many  of  our  own 
ioners  in  indicating  the  lower  triturations  of  Hepar  as 
ling  all  its  curative  virtues. 

*  See  Brii.  Joum,  of  Som.,  ixTiii,  740. 
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LECTXJEE  XXTTT, 


HYDRASTIS^    HYDROCOTYLE,    UYOSCYAMUS,   HYPSBICI 

IGNATIA,   INDIGO. 


We  will  begin  this  lecture,  as  the  last,  with  one  from 
the  American  contributions  to  our  Materia  Medic 
golden  seal, 

Hydrastis  Canadensis. 

The  tincture  of  the  fresh  and  the  triturations  of  th« 
root  are  used  in  our  practice. 

Dr.  Hale's  article  in  his  second  edition  contains 
eellent  provings  of  Hydrastis  in  substance  by  media 
and  some  experiments  with  the  dilutions  by  a  class  of  sf 
His  fourth,  edition  fairly  summarises  its  curative  powe 

It  seems  that  the  golden  seal  has  long  been  in 
among  the  American  Indians  as  an  application  to  sc 
and  legs.  It  then  came  to  be  considered  a  ''tonic 
when  taken  up  by  the  "  botanic  "  practitioners  of  the  i 
was  used  largely  by  them  as  a  "  detergent "  in  chronic 
of  the  mucous  membranes.  It  has  not  made  its  t 
ordinary  practice,  being  unnoticed  by  Stille  and  t 
Wood ;  and  the  same  silence  regarding  it  prevails  in  i 
treatises  of  the  younger  Wood  and  of  our  own  Binge 
it  had  long  been  in  use  among  homoeopathists  eve: 
their  first  public  notices  of  it  appeared,  which  were  1 
Dr.  Hastings  in  the  British  Journal  in  1860,  and  of  I 
in  the  North  American  in  1858.  Dr.  Phillips'  article  < 
a  full  accoimt  of  the  reputation  it  has  gained  in  the  a 
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lann,  save  as  to  its  emplojnnent  in  cancer ;  and  lie  en- 
ar  estimate  of  its  activity. 

istis  lias  been  found  to  contain  two  alkaloids,  on  which 
Qot  all  of  its  efficacy  depends.  One,  Hydrastin,  is  of 
olonr,  and  is  believed  to  be  identical  with  Berberin  ; 
;  is  "  tonic  "  and  "  anti-periodic,"  resembling  Quinine 
causing  ringing  of  the  ears.  The  other,  Hydrastia* 
g  in  white  crystab,  seems  to  be  that  element  of  the 
lich  affects  the  mucous  membranes.  It  is  commonly 
%  muriate,  and  this — in  the  proportion  of  a  grain  to 
3  of  water — seems  the  best  form  of  the  drug  for  local 
on. 

ied  thus,  or  as  a  weak  infusion  of  the  dried  root, 
is  has  a  marvellous  control  over  chronic  catarrh  of 
membrane  wherever  situated.  Dr.  Hale  and  Dr. 
give  each  a  long  list  of  local  disorders  of  this  nature 
I  they  or  others  have  found  it  curative.  Their  lists 
syphilitic  coryza ;  all  forms  of  sore  mouth ;  chronic 

leucorrhoea,  both  uterine  and  vaginal ;  chronic  con- 
is,  otorrhoea,  and  ozeena.  Both  recommend  the 
at  internal  administration  of  the  tincture  ;  and  agree 
atarrh  of  parts  which  cannot  be  locally  reached  the 
3ne  is  sufficient.  Thus  jaundice  from  catarrh  of  the 
bs  has  often  yielded  to  it.  Dr.  Yeldham  praises  it  as 
tion  in  gleet;  and  Mr.   Clifton  has  excellently  de- 

a  form  of  dyspepsia  calling  for  it,  whose  sodden- 
hce,  yellow  slimy  tongue,  sour  or  putrid  eructations, 
tnned  feeling  of  distension  and  empty  "  goneness  "  after 
imistakably  point  to  mucous  flux  of  the  stomach. 

is  the  rationale  of   this  influence?     The  provings 

its  being  of  homoeopathic  nature.  Catarrh  of  tho 
i  nose,  with  profuse  thick  white  secretion,  was  Dr. 
lost  prominent  symptom ;  another  had  sticky  mucus 
B  fauces,  with  a  broad  yellow  stripe  down  his  tongue. 
3  writes  : — *'  its  action  on  all  mucous  surfaces  is  of  a 

*  Monthly  Som,  Seviem,  xvii,  157. 
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similar  character.  The  natural  secretion  is  at  first  increased 
then  it  becomes  abnormal  in  quantity  and  quality.  At  firi 
dear,  white,  transparent,  and  tenacious,  it  becomes  yellow  < 
thick,  green,  and  eyen  bloody,  and  nearly  always  tenaeumt 
so  that  the  discharge  may  be  drawn  out  in  strings,  as  wit 
EaU  bichromicum." 

The  power  which  Hydrastis  displays  over  catarrh  and  ere 
erosion  of  mucous  membrane  attends  it  also  in  the  treatmei 
of  ulceration  of  the  skin.  In  most  forms  of  chronic  ulcer  r 
application  is  beneficial ;  and  as  a  glycerole  it  is  veiy  healin 
to  excoriations — as  of  the  nipple, — ^to  fissures,  and  to  intertrigc 
Dr.  Phillips  has  cured  two  cases  of  rodent  ulcer  with  it,  and  Pr 
Maclimont  three  of  lupus.  Here  also  the  internal  is  recoin< 
mended  together  with  the  external  use ;  though  we  have  onlj 
the  analogy  of  its  action  on  mucous  membrane  to  suggest 
that  the  curatiye  influence  is  specific  and  homoeopathic. 

2.  The  next  great  sphere  of  operation  for  Hydrastis  is  that 
weakened  and  congestive  state  of  the  lower  bowel  whose  chief 
expression  is  consHpaiion,  The  earlier  writers  on  the  drug  in  this 
country — Drs.  Hastings,  Eogerson,  Bradshaw,  and  Bayes— «U 
praise  it  here ;  and  I  myself  know  no  remedy  so  constant^ 
efficacious.  I  agree  with  Dr.  Eogerson  in  finding  it  most 
useful  when  the  constipation  is  the  fruit  of  sedentary  habitii 
and  of  the  frequent  resort  to  aperient  medicines.  I  hate 
tried  various  dilution^  and  modes  of  administration;  hot 
have  found  the  best  to  consist  in  giving  a  drop  of  the  mother- 
tincture  in  water  before  breakfast,  at  first  every  day,  and  thett 
at  increasing  intervals.  Dr.  Phillips  praises  it  in  protepe*"* 
ani  and  in  haemorrhoids,— Dr.  Yeldham  also  in  the  hitter 
trouble. 

3.  But  by  far  the  most  interesting  aspect  of  HydrastiB  >* 
its  relation  to  cancer.  It  was  first  introduced — without  name^ 
in  1854,  as  a  new  remedy  for  this  disease,  by  Dr.  Pattison,  wh<> 
used  it  as  an  ingredient  in  the  caustic  paste  with  which  h^ 
enucleated  scirrhous  tumours.  Its  internal  use  was  taken  ^ 
by  homoeopathic  practitioners — ever  foremost  in  seiziBg  ^ 
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anj  fresh  means  of  aid  to  their  patients, — and  in  1860  and 
1861  Dm.  Hastings  and  Bradshaw  reported  their  experience 
'with  it,  which  was  hardly  favourable.  But  in  the  latter  year 
I^.  Bayes,  and  in  1863  Drs.  Marston  and  Maclimont,  were 
nUe  to  speak  of  much  better  results.  The  latter  found  relief 
of  pain  and  improyement  in  general  health  nearly  always 
following  its  administration ;  and  in  some  instances  its  con- 
joined external  application  as  a  lotion  so  improved  or  even 
76moYed  the  symptoms  that  a  contemplated  operation  was 
abandoned. 

Here  is  one  of  their  cases  : — 

**  Mrs.  F —  had  suffered  for  six  months  from  a  swelling  in 
Iter  left  breast,  for  which  she  sought  relief.  The  pain,  which 
"Was  compared  to  knives  being  thrust  into  the  part,  had  become 
^ost  unbearable,  and  the  patient  was  already  beg^inning  to 
ttsume  that  worn  appearance  so  characteristic  of  the  can- 
cerous diathesis.  The  tumour,  which  had  attained  a  con- 
siderable size,  was  hard,  heavy,  and  adherent  to  the  skin, 
"whicli  was  dark,  mottled,  and  very  much  puckered,  the 
^pple  being  also  retracted.  The  patient  was  at  once  advised 
^  come  into  town  in  order  to  the  enucleation  of  the  tumour. 
Thig,  however,  her  circumstances  prevented ;  and  without  any 
**pectation  of  affording  much  relief,  a  lotion  of  Hydrastis 
^u  ordered,  with  the  internal  use  of  the  same  medicine.  The 
P^  almost  immediately  ceased,  and  the  tumour  so  speedily 
decreased  in  size  that  at  the  end  of  two  months  it  had  alto- 
S^er  disappeared,  leaving  but  the  puckered  skin,  which  had 
■^erwise  regained  its  natural  appearance.  When  we  last 
*^*rd  of  this  patient  she  continued  perfectly  well.  It  is 
'^fiedful  to  state  that  her  health  rapidly  improved  during 
^  treatment,  and  that  her  countenance  regained  the  aspect 
^  health." 

Dr.  Marston,  writing  a  year  and  a  half  later,*  says  that 
^  patient  "  has  not  again  come  under  notice,  though  I 
^▼e  no  doubt  that  she  would  have  put  in  an  appearance 

*  Brit,  Joum.  of  Sbm,,  xziii,  196. 
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had  anything   occurred  wliich  would   Have  called  for  our 
assistance." 

To  Dr.  Bayes,  however,  we  owe  the  best  knowledge  we 
possess  o£  the  power  of  Hydrastis  over  cancer.  In  papers  in 
the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  volumes  of  the  British  Jaumui 
of  Homoeopathyy  and  in  the  third  volume  of  the  AnnaU  of 
the  British  Homoeopathic  Society,  he  gives  a  number  of  casefr 
treated  by  the  drug  both  internally  and  externally.  His  final 
conclusion  is  that  it  has  no  influence  over  the  cancerov 
dyscrasia  as  such,  and  is  of  little  use  in  epithelial  or  uterine 
carcinoma;  but  that  in  scirrhous  tumours  developed  is 
glandular  structure — as  in  that  of  the  breast — it  is  often  of 
great  value,  through  a  specific  influence  upon  the  gland  itseli 
When  it  fails  in  mammary  scirrhus,  it  is  generally  f oimd  thai 
the  gland  has  become  absorbed  or  deeply  involved  in  the 
cancerous  mass,  so  that  there  is  little  healthy  tissue  to  act 
upon.  Dr.  Marston  also  assents  to  this  theory ;  and  what 
makes  it  more  probable  is  that  Hydrastis  has  great  power  of 
dispersing  simple  glandular  tumours  of  the  breast.  Bixt 
however  this  may  be,  I  think  that  these  physicians  express  the 
general  experience  of  the  homoeopathic  body  in  this  country; 
and  that  in  suspected  mammary  scirrhus  we  are  well  justified 
in  withholding  the  knife  or  the  caustic,  and  first  giving* 
our  patients  the  benefit  of  the  local  and  internal  use  of 
Hydrastis. 

Judging  from  Dr.  Hale's  book,  our  American  confrem  *► 
not  seem  to  have  followed  us  in  this  apphcation  of  the  remedy 
we  have  derived  from  them.  But  a  case  is  cited  there  from  t 
Belgian  source,  in  which  an  apparently  hopeless  scirrhus  of 
the  stomach  occurring  in  an  old  man  was  so  greatly  influenced 
for  the  better  by  Hydrastis,  that  the  patient  enjoyed  the  rest 
of  his  life  in  tolerable  comfort. 

I  have  said  nothing  as  to  the  rationale  of  the  two  lat*^ 
uses  of  Hydrastis,  for  they  cannot  as  yet  be  explained,  either 
on  antipathic  or  on  homoeopathic  principles.  We  must  know 
moie  about  the  physiological  action  of  the  drug,  on  variooi 
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sobjects  and  under  prolonged  use,  ere  we  can  theorise  on 
the  point. 

The  analogaes  of  Hydrastis  in  its  action  on  mucous  mem- 
bzane  are  PuUatiUa,  Kali  hichromicum,  Ammonium  mwriaiieum^ 
ud  Anixmotwum  cnidum.  On  the  lower  bowel  it  acts  like 
OoOmtaniaj  Aloes,  Sepia,  and  Sulphur;  and  on  the  mammarj 
gknd  like  Phytolacca  and  Conium, 

The  dose,  as  has  been  seen,  and  as  is  evident  from  the 
quarters  from  which  its  praises  come,  need  not  be  a  verj 
nunute  one ;  though  unquestionably  it  acts  well  in  at  least  the 
lower  dilutions. 

A  fayourite  indigenous  Indian  medicine  now  comes  before 
u,  which  has  become  the  property  of  homceopathy  by  being 
prored.    I  speak  of  the 

Hydrocotyle  Asiatica. 

It  is  not  officinal ;  but  a  tincture  of  the  entire  plant  may  be 
obtained  from  the  chemists. 

An  article  by  Dr.  Andouit,  of  Paris,  containing  a  patho- 
genesis of  the  drug  mainly  made  up  of  observations  on 
IMtients,  is  translated  from  the  French  in  the  sixteenth 
^Imne  of  the  Britieh  Journal  of  Homceopathy ;  and  constitutes 
my  source  of  information  regarding  it. 

Hydrocotyle  has  gained  its  native  repute  as  a  remedy  for 
tbat  scourge  of  tropical  climates,  elephantiasis  Arabum,  the 
trae  leprosy  of  the  ancients.  We  have  no  positive  observa- 
^lODs  of  its  virtues  in  its  own  home ;  but  Dr.  Andouit  tells  us 
o(  the  results  of  its  trial  in  the  Paris  hospitals  by  Cazenove, 
I^erergie,  and  himself.  Cazenove  and  Devergie  cannot  say 
^Qch  of  its  power  over  leprosy,  but  extol  its  curative  virtues 
III  chronic  vesicular  eruptions,  especially  eczema.  Dr.  Andouit 
lunuelf  communicates  cases  in  which  it  proved  curative  of 
lepra  tuberculosa,  lupus  exedens,  and  chronic  eczema  impeti- 
gnioides.  Altogether  there  can  be  no  question  of  the  in- 
floeaoe  of  Hydrocotyle  upon  the  skin ;  and  further  provings 
lod  more  extensive  experience  may  define  it. 
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The  patbogenetio  symptoms  httherio  elicited  are  not  ttnk* 
ing.  The  drug  evidently  stimulates  the  cataneous  suxfMe, 
causing  redness,  erythema,  itching,  and  much  perspUBtion; 
also  there  appears  under  its  use  increased  secretion  of  nna^ 
often  with  deposit.  The  nerves  of  sight  and  hearing,  and  the 
trigeminus,  become  hyperoBsthetic ;  and  there  is  decided  ini^ 
tation  of  the  uterus,  even  to  visible  redness  of  the  cexnL 
Acting  on  this  last  hint.  Dr.  Andouit  has  given  Hydroootyle 
with  much  success  in  granular  ulceration  of  the  neck  of  the 
womb,  and  in  pruritus  vaginso. 

Hydrocotyle  reminds  me  somewhat  of  the  crude  action  of 
JSiUcea  and  Lycopodium,  and  of  that  of  Dulcamara. 

Dr.  Andouit's  usual  dilution  was  the  sixth. 

My  next  medicine  is  the  familiar  henbane, 

Hyoscyamus. 

The  homoeopathic  tincture  is  made  from  the  herbaceous  put 
of  the  fresh  plant  of  the  H.  niger. 

The  proving  of  Hyoscyamus  is  in  the  fourth  volume  of  the 
Beine  ArzneimitteUehre.  It  contains  104  symptoms  froii 
Hahnemann,  123  from  six  fellow  observers,  and  355  fran 
forty-four  authors.  Most  of  these  last  are  recording  cases  of 
poisoning ;  but  Greding's  observations  were  made  on  epilep- 
tics, melancholies,  and  maniacs,  and  hence — especially  when 
the  symptoms  belong  to  the  nervous  system — ^must  be  used 
with  caution.  Hyoscyamus  has  also  been  proved  by  the 
Vienna  Society,  of  whose  experiments  you  may  read  an  to- 
count  in  the  sixth  volume  of  the  British  Journal  of  HomM' 
pathy:  and  by  Dr.  John  Harley,  as  recorded  in  his  (M 
Vegetable  Neurotics,  Besides  these  sources  of  information,  I 
may  refer  you  to  an  exhaustive  monograph  on  Hyoseyamns 
by  Dr.  Laurent,  constituting  one  of  the  theses  for  the  doe» 
torate  of  the  University  of  Paris  (An  1870,  tome  7). 

Toxicologists  are  wont  to  tell  us  that  the  virtues  of  Bellr 
donna,  Hyoscyamus,  and  Stramonium  depend  upon  a  common 
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**  actiTe  principle/'  and  that  their  action  is  therefore  essentiallj 
identical.  But  when  we  torn  to  writers  on  therapeutics,  we 
heur  nothing  more  about  the  relation  of  henbane  to  these 
'  ddiriafiwaents ; "  but  find  it  classified  as  a  substitute  for 
)piam  in  cases  where  the  cerebral  or  intestinal  influence  of 
he  latter  drug  is  undesirable.  If  "  contraria  contrariis  "  be  the 
ule  bj  which  it  acts,  one  of  these  views  must  be  wrong.  But 
•  thej  are  both  founded  on  indubitable  facts,  the  inference 
an  only  be  that  the  ''  calming,  soothing,  and  tranquillising 
flbct"  for  which  the  drug  is  ordinarily  administered  is  a 
cnuBopathic  action.  It  is  especially  obserred,  Pereira  goes 
m  to  say,  ^  in  persons  suffering  from  great  nervous  irritability, 
nd  from  a  too  active  condition  of  the  sensorial  functions." 
le  would  have  been  more  correct  had  he  said  that  it  is  in 
bese  only  that  it  is  observed. 

Hyoscyamus  has  indeed  nearly  all  the  actions  we  have  seen 
H  Belladonna,  though  in  a  milder  degree.  It  irritates  the 
lervous  centres,  the  mucous  membranes,  and  the  skin ;  but 
he  functional  excitement  is  only  moderate,  and  the  circulatory 
tistorbance  never  goes  on  to  inflammation.  Indeed,  when  the 
ing  is  pushed,  the  phenomena  are  rather  those  of  congestion 
rith  oppression  of  function.  Hence  the  somnolence  so  often 
loted  as  resulting  from  it.  It  requires  full  doses  to  produce 
t— two  ounces  of  the  succus  or  an  equivalent  quantity  of  the 
Ikaloid  Hyoscyamia;  and  is  accompanied  with  giddiness 
Bd  weight  across  the  forehead,  flushed  cheeks,  and  injected 
jm.  It  is  full  of  dreams,  and  is  often  broken  by  mutterings 
^  slight  jerkings  of  the  limbs.  Such  a  condition  is  totally 
bieient  from  natural  sleep,  with  its  cerebral  ansemia.  In 
ises  of  poisoning,  the  peculiar  condition  known  as  '^  coma 
igil'*  or  '' lyphomania "  is  sometimes  induced;  or  a  com- 
plete apoplectic  coma  may  supervene. 

When  functional  excitement  predominates  over  vascular  en- 
Boigement,  deliriiun  id  induced.  This  is  rarely  furious ;  it  is 
ttier  a  vivacious  talkativeness  with  hallucinations  of  the 
or  a  spiteful,  quarrelsome  moodiness.     There  is  no 
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hjperaemia  with  it.  "  Muscular  twitchingSy'*  says  Br.Haikfi 
''and  restlessness  of  the  eyeballs  are  more  frequently  ten 
during  the  action  of  Hyoscyamus  than  with  that  dt 
Belladonna."     With  this  condition  insomnia  is  always  present 

The  differential  diagnosis  of  the  three  mydriatics  in  ik 
treatment  of  head  affections  is  fairly  stated  by  Dr.  PhiHipb 
''  In  cases  of  cerebral  hypersamia  the  severer  forms  aren* 
moyed  by  belladonna,  while  hyoscyamus  proves  its  value  libm 
there  is  little  or  no  congestion,  but  much  excitement.  So  it  ^ 
the  case  of  delirium ;  the  forms  of  this  disorder  for  wUdi 
hyoscyamus  is  adapted  are  the  milder  and  less  inflammatdf 
ones,  whereas  the  severer  cases  are  better  dealt  with  lif 
belladonna  and  stramonium.  Hyoscyamus  is  specially  ruM 
again  in  those  cases  of  delirium  with  hallucinationa  which  nt 
accompanied  by  little  or  no  cerebral  congestion,  butwhsit 
there  is  great  excitability  of  the  nervous  system,  and  where 
there  is  reason  to  fear  that  the  operation  of  opium  wonli 
prove  injurious." 

The  two  types  of  cerebral  disorder,  accordingly,  in  which 
Hyoscyamus  is  useful  are  those  occurring  in  fever  and  is 
delirium  tremens. 

1.  Hahnemann  himself,  in  relating  his  treatment  d  tit 
fever — typhus  and  relapsing — which  ravaged  Germany  aflif 
the  campaign  of  1813,  speaks  of  Hyoscyamus  as  the  suitatt 
medicine  when  head  symptoms  became  prominent ;  and  it  i^ 
ever  since  been  the  favourite  remedy  for  this  condition  amoBf 
his  disciples.  It  is  exquisitely  homoeopathic  thereto,  as  aaf 
be  seen  from  this  picture  of  Dr.  Harley's : — ^^  after  one  hooif 
pulse  increased  four  beats  ;  sclerotic  and  conjunctiva  a  Utdl 
injected ;  the  face — chiefly  the  cheeks — ^hot  and  fluahei; 
tongue  dry  and  brown  down  the  centre,  the  rest  of  the  moaft 
very  clammy ;  much  sonmolency  and  giddiness."  The  uih* 
always  manifests  an  increase  of  urea,  and  of  the  pho^haM 
and  sulphates,  just  as  during  the  action  of  Belladonna.  B  li 
the  form  of  typhus  which  used  to  be  called  "febris  nerw» 
versatilis  "  in  which  Hyoscyamus  has  proved  most  useful,  with 
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ft  yigil  and  muttering  delirium.  It  is  also  very  helpful  in 
typhoid  form  of  puerperal  fever.  Painless,  and  it  may  be- 
hmtary  diarrhoea  calls  for  it  in  the  latter  (and  indeed  in 
puerperal  state  generally);  and  in  both  a  key-note  for  the 
;  is  that  the  patient  will  not  remain  covered.  Dr.  Phillipa 
188  it  in  simple  f  ebricula. 

The  delirium  of  Hyoscyamus  corresponds  most  nearly 
that  seen  in  delirium  tremens.  ''  The  connexion,"  saya 
9arley — and  Dioscorides  had  noted  the  same  thing  before 
—^between  alcoholic  intoxication  and  the  effects  of 
ane  on  the  cerebrum  and  motor  centres  is  un- 
tedly  very  dose."  The  experiments  of  the  Vienna 
SIB  show  that  the  drug  has  the  power  also  of  producing 
gastric  mucous  derangement  so  often  present  in  this^ 
9e.  It  is  an  excellent  remedy  for  it,  calming  the  whole 
m  and  promoting  sleep.  It  is  also  of  use  in  nympho- 
a,  in  which  the  tendency  to  uncover  the  person  is  so 
g ;  and  in  puerperal  mania.  Dr.  Phillips  says  that  **  in 
chondriacal  monomania,  when  the  patient  suffers  from  such 
al  symptoms  as  syphilophobia,  when  really  he  has  no> 
n  to  think  himself  the  subject  of  any  venereal  taint, 
•yamus  will  relieve  the  distressing  despondency,  and  in 
r  instances  remove  the  hallucination."  Hahnemann  thinks- 
the  delirium  of  Hyoscyamus  closely  resembles  that  of  hy- 
bobia,  to  which  it  is  undoubtedly  homcBopathic  along  the- 
d  line ;  but  Belladonna  and  Stramonium,  which  act  so 
irly,  have  been  hitherto  selected  in  its  stead.  It  is  never 
are  in  chronic  insomnia,  to  which  it  acts  as  a  mere 
itive ;  but  it  is  useful  where  sleep  is  restless  or  too* 
nfal  from  cerebral  excitement  or  feverishness. 
ave  mentioned,  on  Dr.  Harley's  authority,  the  frequent  oc- 
Boe  of  muscular  twitchings  during  the  action  of  Hyoscya- 
Dr.  Oulmont,of  Paris,has  lately  published*  some  interest- 
bservations  upon  its  use  in  mercurial  and  senile  tremors^ 
fven  paralysis  agitans.    We  have  long  known  its  value  in 

*  See  JPraetUioner,  x,  1. 
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i?7hat  miglit  be  termed  "  local  chorea  "  in  children,  as  squintrng, 
Btammering,  twitching  of  the  face,  &c. ;  but  this  is  an  extenakm 
of  its  field  of  action  which,  being  thoroughly  homcoopaAk^ 
we  shall  do  well  to  follow  up. 

The  only  other  recognised  use  of  Hjoscyamus  in  the 
homoeopathic  school  is  in  the  relief  of  cough.  HahnemMii 
observed  it  cause  dry  cough  at  night,  constant  while  Ijiag 
^own,  but  relieyed  on  sitting  up  ;  and  such  a  cough  is  di3f 
being  eased  by  the  drug,  even  in  infinitesimal  doses.  Br* 
Phillips  transfers  this  use  of  it  to  his  pages,  and  leaves  it  to  In 
-understood  that  it  is  as  a  "  sedative  *'  that  it  acts.  Bat,  if  »i 
why  this  precision  as  to  the  kind  of  cough  it  relieves?  A 
sedative  merely  deadens  nervous  susceptibility,  and  would  cb 
«o  as  readily  were  a  cough  nocturnal  or  diurnal. 

Hyoscyamus  may  yet  receive  wider  applications.  Hahnemint 
-says  that  it  causes  epistaxis  and  frequent  catamenia,  and  hal 
<;ured  chronic  hsemorrha^es.  He  describes,  moreover,  a  foot 
of  toothache  in  which  it  is  remedial.*  "  It  occurs,"  he  9KJ% 
**  only  from  cold  air,  mostly  in  the  morning,  with  rush  of  Wool 
to  the  interior  of  the  head,  that  makes  the  tooth  loose  with  i 
formicating  pain  in  it,  and  on  chewing  there  occurs  a  scDwtifl*, 
^s  if  it  would  fall  out,  whilst  at  the  same  time  there  iii 
tearing  pain  in  the  gum."  It  is  also  worth  noting  tiM 
Wepfer,  in  a  case  of  poisoning  observed  by  him,  recoA 
severe  pains  in  the  iliac  region  and  in  all  the  joints  as  bafill 
occurred ;  while  Schneller,  one  of  the  Vienna  proven,  ei»: 
perienced  similar  sensations.  He  speaks  of  drawing 
tearing  pain  in  the  joints,  especially  in  the  wrists  and  kneeii 

In  Belladonna  and   Stramonium  I  have  named  the  oif 
true  analogues  of  Hyoscyamus. 

As  regards  dose,  Hahnemann  recommended  the  12th  dilution 
-and  those  h'om  the  1st  to  the  4th  decimal  have  been  wA 
employed  in  later  times.  But  Dr.  Harley's  experiments  fwJij 
indicate  that  the  juice  of  henbane  is  not  a  very  active  poMri 
^as  much  as  three  ounces  of  the  succus  of  the  Pharmacopc*' 

*  Lesser  Writings,  p.  642. 
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being  necessary  to  derelope  its  full  physiological  effects- 
Xbere  is  probably  a  good  deal  of  variability  in  the  activity  of 
fbe  jJant ;  and  it  might  be  well  to  follow  Dr.  Oulmont's 
leoommendation,  and  try  whether  the  substitution  of  the 
ilUoid  would  give  us  as  good  results.  One  eighth  of  a  grain 
of  Hyoscyamia,  according  to  Dr.  Harley,  has  the  same  potency 
H'three  ounces  of  the  succus ;  and  Dr.  Oulmont  gives  it  in 
innides  each  containing  a  milligramme  (gr.  ^). 

I  have  next  to  speak  of  the  S.  John's  wort, 

Hypericum  perforatum. 

A  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  entire  fresh  plant. 

A  proving  of  Hypericum  is  recorded  in  the  fifth  and  sixth 
Idnmes  of  the  Hygea.  Three  women  took  each  one  dose  of 
bur  drops  of  the  mother  tincture,  and  the  effects  (for  which  I 
llart  at  present  refer  you  to  Jahr's  Symptomen-Codex)  lasted 
lirenl  weeks. 

The  S.  John's  wort  was  of  some  ancient  renown  in  medicine. 
Koseorides  praised  it  for  sciatica  and  agues.  The  following 
Unci  from  Johnson's  edition  of  Q^rarde's  HerhaU  will  show 
fte  acoomit  that  was  made  of  it  in  1633.  **  S.  John's  wort  with 
kii  flouies  and  seed  boyled  and  drunken,  provoketh 
^DDBf  and  is  right  good  against  the  stone  in  the  bladder^ 
tad  stoppeth  the  laske.  The  leaves  stamped  are  good  to 
!•  layd  upon  burnings,  scalds,  and  all  wounds ;  and  also  for 
rmitii  and  filthy  ulcers.  The  leaves,  floures,  and  seeds 
Htanped,  and  put  into  a  glass  with  oyle  olive,  and  set  in- 
Bie  hot  Bunne  for  certaine  weeks  together,  and  then  strained. 
bomi  those  herbes,  and  the  like  quantity  of  new  put  in,  and 
lamed  in  like  manner,  doth  make  an  oyle  of  the  colour  of 
Ibody  which  is  a  most  precious  remedy  for  deep  wounds,  and 
jj^OK  that  are  thorow  the  body,  for  sinewes  that  are  pricked, 
ir  any  wound  made  with  a  venomed  weapon."  He  then 
hieribes  a ''  compound  oyle,"  prepared  with  Hypericum,  white 
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-wine,  and  oil  of  oliyes  and  turpentine,  which  he  sajs  is  the 
finest  balsam  in  the  world. 

This  repute  of  Hypericum  as  a  Tulnerarj,  after  shnnbering 
for  some  time,  has  awakened  again  in  the  homoeopathic  school 
Its  action  on  the  nervous  9jstem,  as  inferred  from  the  proYingii 
led  Dr.  Franklin  to  use  it  in  injuries  inyolving  the  nerves ;  ind, 
in  the  large  opportunities  he  enjoyed  during  the  American  wai; 
he  learned  to  place  the  utmost  confidence  in  its  use.  YonwiE 
find  his  recommendations  in  his  Science  and  AH  of  Swrgeni* 
**  Injuries  of  parts  rich  in  nerves,  particularly  the  fingers  and 
toes,  and  the  matrix  of  the  nails ;"  o]^n  painful  wounds,  wiA 
general  prostration  from  loss  of  blood,  and  great  nervooi 
depression;  and  lacerated  wounds — ^these,  he  says, are  iliB 
iipecial  spheres  of  its  action.  He  considers  that  it  stands  ai 
the  same  relation  to  laceration  as  Arnica  to  contusion  of  ihs 
tissues.  He  recommendB  the  higher  dilutions  internally,  aod 
locally  one  part  of  the  tincture  to  twenty  of  warm  wftter. 
Dr.  Ludlam  had  previously  published  *  two  good  cases  of 
injury  to  the  spinal  cord  benefited  by  Hypericum,  and  W 
suggested  that  it  might  prove  to  be  the  Arnica  of  the  nervoni 
•centres. 

My  friend  Dr.  Edward  Madden  has  made  a  short  proving  of 
Hypericum  for  me,  taking  at  length  as  much  as  260  drops  of 
the  mother  tincture  in  the  day.  It  had  little  effect  save  tte 
diuretic  one  noted  in  the  old  Herball,  and  a  few  nemalgic 
shoots  in  the  eye-balls  and  the  right  ulnar  nerve. 

We  now  come  to  a  medicine  which  owes  its  fame  almoik 
entirely  to  Hahnemann  and  his  disciples,  the  seed  of  tto 
Stiychnos  S.  Ignatii,  S.  Ignatius'  bean, 

Ignatia  amara. 

It  is  ordinarily  treated  with  alcohol  to  form  a  tincture ;  W 
the  results  of  Jorg's  provings  seem  to  show  that  a  trituratioii 
of  the  bean  would  better  preserve  the  virtues  of  the  drug. 

•  See  BrU,  Joum,  ofSbm,,  xvii,  623. 
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Ignatia  was  follj  proved  bj  Hahnemann  himself,  and  620 
i  the  795  symptoms  ascribed  to  it  in  the  seqond  volume  o£ 
he  Bane  AnnemitteUehre  are  his.  121  of  the  remainder  are 
rem  Jorg;  thej  are  marked  "  Hartlaub  and  Trinks,"  being 
iken  from  their  compendium.  Thej  were  obtained  bj  the 
Messor  himself  and  twelve  of  his  pupils,  who  took  doses  of 
wn  10  to  200  drops  of  the  tincture,  and  from  one  to  four 
miDM  of  the  powdered  bean. 

TgffMirin.  contains  a  considerable  amount  of  Strychnia,  more 
deed  in  proportion  than  Nuz  vomica  itself.  It  is  doubtless 
^  this  alkaloid  that  it  owes  much  of  its  energy.  Yet 
trychnia  could  not  take  the  place  of  either,  nor  could  Ignatia 
id  Nux  vomica  be  given  interchangeably.  The  study  of  the 
lecto  of  our  present  medicine  will  show  its  own  distinctive 
dmdnality,  and  this  study  could  nowhere  better  be  carried 
it  than  in  Hahnemann's  pathogenesis.  He  has  bestowed 
fecial  pains  upon  it,  enriching  it  with  notes  and  references 
Bliween  the  symptoms ;  and  his  preface  is  full  of  important 
btervations. 

In  poisonous  quantities  Ignatia  simply  produces  tetanic 
pasms,  and  death  by  dyspnoea.  But  these  phenomena  are 
BidiTed  into  their  elements  by  the  symptoms  resulting  from 
ttdler  doses.  Ignatia  exalts  the  impressionahility  of  the  incident 
ifvet  all  over  the  body.  We  have  hence  pains  and  other  morbid 
iwations  well-nigh  everywhere ;  increased  susceptibility  of 
he  special  senses  ;  emotional  sensitiveness  ;  and — probably 
lorn  reflex  excitation — twitchings,  constrictions,  and  spasms. 
DUs  action  of  the  drug,  however,  is  not  deep  and  lasting.  An 
lleniating  series  of  symptoms — numbness,  torpor,  depression 
'^wooa  appear,  which  are  themselves  as  superficial  as  their 
Hedeeessors.  The  febrile  symptoms  which  the  drug  causes 
isre  the  same  characteristics.  Its  chill  is  readily  removed 
^  external  warmth ;  and  its  heat  is  imaccompanied  by  thirst. 
b  is  it  with  the  mental  and  moral  phenomena  which  occur. 
Bke  sense  of  being  in  a  hurry ;  the  ready  starting,  irrita- 
iffitfy  impatieiice,    and  querulousness  which  mark  its  first 
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effect,  often  alternate  with  undue  hilarity  or  silent  mdin- 
choly. 

These  symptoms  have  naturally  led  to  the  use  of  IgnaliAiiL 
the  treatment  of  hysteria.  Comparing  the  moral  state  it  soiU 
with  that  which  indicates  Nux  vomica,  Hahnemann  sajB :— 
"  it  is  not  where  anger,  urgency,  yiolence  predominate,  M 
where  there  prevail  rapid  alternations  between  hilaritf  and 
desire  to  weep."  I  do  not  say  that  Ignatia  will  foiDoff 
hysteria  into  all  its  ramifications ;  but  it  will  remove  many  of 
its  painful,  spasmodic,  and  convulsive  phenomena  (some  of 
which  will  come  before  us  directly),  and  by  its  continued  me 
will  greatly  improve  the  fundamental  perversion  of  the 
nervous  functions.  It  is  also  of  frequent  service  in  other 
neurotic  affections.  Before  Hahnemann's  time  it  was  in  on 
for  epilepsy,  when  brought  on  by  violent  emotions.  He 
agrees  that  in  a  first  attack  so  caused,  when  assuming  ft 
threatening  aspect  either  on  account  of  its  duration  or  rapid 
recurrence,  it  may  even  be  permanently  cured  by  a  sing^ 
small  dose :  this  his  own  experience  confirms.  He  nj^ 
moreover,  that  epileptic  fits  which  only  occur  after  chagrin  (f 
grief  about  a  moral  wrong,  and  never  appear  from  any  otiier 
cause,  may  be  prevented  by  the  drug.  But  he  cannot  alkv 
that  chronic  and  settled  epilepsies  are  ever  curable  bj  it 
This  "  chagrin"  (that  is,  sense  of  offence)  is  a  catMamolite 
which  ho  thinks  Ignatia  specially  adapted,  when  it  affeeU 
]>ersons  who  are  not  in  the  habit  of  breaking  out  into  vehe- 
mence or  of  seeking  revenge,  but  who  keep  it  concealed  vA 
dwell  upon  it  in  their  recollections.  But  when  fright  or  gAl 
are  the  exciting  emotions  Ignatia  has  been  found  hardly  kii 
useful.  It  is  often  of  service  in  the  eclampsia  of  children*  of 
of  puerperal  women,  when  thus  caused  or  from  reflex  initi' 
tion,  where  the  phenomena  are  spinal  rather  than  cerebnL 
In  neuralgia,  also,  it  has  found  a  place.  This  is  excellestif 
characterised  by  Gerson  in  his  article  on  the  therapeutics  ef 
prosopalgia,  which  you  will  find  translated  in  the  twentie& 
*  See  Dr.  Hvnch  in  Srii.  Jomrm,  qfSom^  xzfi,  221* 
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ne  of  the  BrUish  Journal  of  Homceopathy.  Its  neuralgia 
it  of  hjpenesthetic  patients,  which  nevertheless  is  borne 
atly  or  at  most  with  quiet  weeping ;  it  is  not  deeply 
ly  and  often  alternates  with  pain  of  the  same  kind  else* 
).  Dr.  Nankivell  has  communicated  a  striking  cure  of 
3a  with  it.* 

atia  also  causes,  and  has  cured,  several  local  affections* 
h  probably  acting  always  on  the  nervous  elements  of  the 

It  readily  excites  headache,  especially  a  pressive  aching 
ited  spots,  shifting  from  one  to  the  other.  Sometimes 
ncentrated  pressure  is  described  as  if  from  a  pointed 
and  resembles  the  "clavus  hystericus,"  in  which  the 
ine  has  often  been  found  useful.  In  the  fifteenth 
e  of  the  MoniMy  Homceapathic  Review  you  will  find  a 
ic  picture  of  the  headache  of  Ignatia,by  Dr.  Shuldham  ; 
I  course  accompanied  with  great  impressionability  of  the 
,  and  frequently  passes  off  with  the  evacuation  of  a 
quantity  of  pale  limpid  urine.  At  its  height  it  is 
agonising;  there  is  restlessness  then  and  chilliness 
;hout.  Then  there  occurs  a  peculiar  disturbance  of 
which  Hahnemann  compares  to  the  "  cpurious  vertigo  " 
"Z :  "  a  circle  of  white,  shining,  flickering  sig-zags  when 
^  out  of  the  line  of  vision ;  the  letters  at  which  one 
becoming  invisible,  and  those  which  are  close  by 
ing   so  much  more  bright."     In  the  throat  Ignatia 

a  sensation  as  if  a  lump  were  there ;  there  is  a  sore 
hen  swallowing,  but  between  the  acts  of  deglutition  the 
B  felt  most,  and  there  is  then  (and  then  only,  Hahne- 
says)  a  sense  of  stinging.  Nervous  sore  throats  so 
berised  are  readily  cured  by  the  medicine  ;  the  "  liunp  " 
sal  swelling.  A  peculiar  feeling  of  weakness  at  the  pit 
stomach  was  complained  of  by  more  than  one  of  the 
I ;  and  this  is  said  by  Hahnemann  to  be  a  characteristic 
m  of    Ignatia.    The  great    formation  of   flatulence 

*  Monthly  Horn.  Review,  xv,  80. 
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wliicli  is  noted  is  a  frequent  hysterical  symptom.  Thenve 
o'bserre  in  several  of  the  provers  a  remarkable  tendenqr  ^ 
prolapse  of  the  rectum  at  stool.  This  trouble  when  oocuniiig 
in  children,  and  also  proctalgia  in  sensitive  adults,  hasoftoi 
been  removed  by  Ignatia.  Dr.  Hirsch  finds  it  no  less  uaefiil 
in  constipation  from  weakness  of  the  lower  bowel;  vA 
confirms  the  general  impression  of  its  usefulness  when 
ascarides  infest  this  part.  The  menses  are  premature  and 
profuse.  There  is  itching  of  the  skin,  of  which  HahnemMm 
observes  that  it  is  characterised  by  ready  disappearance  after 
scratching.  Sleep  is  absent,  or  veiy  light,  or  prevented  lij 
startings. 

Besides  the  epilepsy  I  have  mentioned,  Hahnemann  found 
Ignatia  in  use  for  intermittents.  His  own  observations  led 
him  to  lay  down  that  "  only  those  forms  of  ague  can  be  cured 
by  it  which  are  characterised  by  thirst  during  the  cold,  and 
absence  of  thirst  during  the  hot  stage." 

ChamomiUaj  Coffea^  Nux  vomica,  and  Stramonium  are  the 
general  analogues  of  Ignatia.  It  is,  like  the  first  namedf 
pre-eminently  a  women  and  children's  remedy. 

The  medicine  seems  in  favour  alike  with  those  who  use 
infinitesimals  and  those  who  prefer  more  substantial  doses. 

I  have  a  few  words  to  say  in  conclusion  about 

Indigo. 

The  dye  of  commerce  is  triturated  for  homodopalhic  use. 

There  are  provings  of  Indigo  in  the  fourteenth  and  forty- 
fifth  volumes  of  the  Allgemeine  homoopathische  ZeUvng*  I 
have  not  access  to  either ;  but  the  symptoms  of  the  former 
are  in  Jahr,  and  of  the  latter  a  full  account  is  given  by  HempeL 

A  feeling  as  if  the  brain  were  distending  at  the  centn; 
epistaxis;  toothache,  of  a  rheumatic  character ;  bloating  of  tlia 
stomach ;  and  a  good  deal  of  mucous  urinary  disorder — tbeio 
are  the  only  noteworthy  effects  I  can  discover  in  the  pathogeneoi 
of  Indigo.    As  a  remedy,  it  has  been  used  in  the  old  school  iritk 
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<K}a8ional  success  in  epilepsy  and  chorea.  Teste  states  that 
he  bss  cored  with  it  some  worm-fevers  in  children ;  and  has 
foDnd  it  of  service  in  chronic  catarrh  of  the  bladder,  and  in 
medural  stricture  following  gonorrhoea.  It  is  a  drug  I  have 
Defer  myself  used;  nor  has  Espanet,  Bayes,  or  Guernsey 
■^tiling  to  say  about  it. 


LECTUEE    XXIV. 


lODINB  AND  THB  IODIDES. 


We  shall  be  engaged  daring  the  whole  of  our  time 
with  Iodine  and  the  Iodides. 

lodium 

is  prepared  for  homceopathic  practice  in  a  saturated  al< 
solution,  which  contains  about  one  tenth  part  of  the  dn 
is  reckoned  as  Ix  in  making  the  subsequent  attenu 
These  should  be  freshly  prepared  whenever  the  drug  ii 
employed  in  acute  disease. 

The  extensive  use  into  which  Iodine  soon  came  ai 
discovery  in  1812  led  to  a  rapid  accumulation  of  obser 
as  to  its  physiological  effects.  It  was  also  selected  fo 
ing  by  Jorg,  who,  with  five  of  his  pupils,  took  it  in  ^ 
from  half  a  grain  to  two  grains.  The  symptoms  tl 
tained  were  collated  by  Hartlaub  and  Trinks  in  the 
volume  of  their  ArzneimitteUehre,  aad  a  few  added  as  ol 
by  themselves  and  Schreter.  Hahnemann  had  alread 
lished  in  the  first  edition  of  his  Chronic  Diseases  153 
toms  of  his  own  as  caused  by  the  drug ;  and  in  the 
edition  he  incorporated  these  with  the  collection  of  H 
and  Trinks,  and  some  new  observations  from  Gross  a 
Gersdorff,  making  724  in  all.  Of  this  total  348  ai 
authors.  Some  of  Hartlaub  and  Trinks*  citations  are 
of  Iodide  of  Potassium — Kali  iodidum;  and  of  thes 
nemann  has  not  availed  himself.  We  must  therefore ) 
to  tbeir  work  for  them  \  and  we  shall  also  find  there  a  n 
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pathogeneeiB  of  the  oompound,  apparently  from  provings,  but 
"Without  name  or  other  indication  of  origin.  It  contains  383 
symptoms.  I  would  also  refer  you  to  Dr.  Cogswell's  Essay  on 
Iodine  and  Us  compounds;  to  a  collection  of  "  Observations  on 
tlie  euiatiYe  and  noxious  effects  of  Iodine,"  by  Dr.  Wilcox,  in 
tlie  first  volume  of  the  Annals ;  and  to  a  "  Study  of  Iodine,'* 
by  Dr.  Madden  and  myself,  in  the  twenty-first  volume  of  the 
British  Journal  of  Homosopathy,  In  this  last  you  will  find 
iteferences  to  authorities  for  any  unsupported  statements  I 
diaU  make  on  the  present  occasion. 

You  will  notice  that  I  have  spoken  of  Iodine  and  of  its 
Compound  with  potassium  in  the  same  paragraph.  I  have 
lone  so  advisedly.  I  am  quite  unable  to  see  any  difference  in 
imd  between  the  physiological  effects  of  the  two  substances  ; 
dUiough  the  presence  of  the  alkali  undoubtedly  modifies  these 
li  regards  force  and  frequency  of  appearance,  and  makes  a 
MRiiiderable  difference  in  practical  use.  Chemistry  points  in 
fte  Kune  direction.  M.  S^e*  justly  argues  that  Iodine  must 
jacessarily  unite  with  sodium  in  the  stomach  and  potassium 
b  the  blood,  and  circulate  so  compounded  throughout  the 
hMBe;  BO  that  to  give  Iodine  is  virtually  to  give  an  alkaline 
bdide.  On  the  other  hand  Professor  Binzf  has  shown  that 
rten  Iodide  of  Potassium  reaches  the  tissues  it  is  decom- 
fumi,  and  free  Iodine  liberated.  The  presence  of  protoplasm 
iid  of  oxygen  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  effect  this  change,  as 
hi  baa  d^nonstrated  by  experiment.  {  Thus,  conversely,  the 
effect  of  giving  Iodide  of  Potassium  is  to  supply 
Iodine  to  act  on  the  living  matter  of  the  body ;  and  we 
wpetik  of  the  effects  of  either  as  belonging  to  the  action 
The  chief  difference  is  that  the  local  irritant  in- 


*  Lomdom  Medical  Record^  i,  757. 
k  t  J^rmeUHoner,  xii,  15. 

:  {  No  foch  decomposition  takes  place  when  Bromide  of  Potassinm  is 
IhBsiij  treated,  and  we  have  already  seen  that  the  compounds  of  Bromine 
pkh  tbe  alkmlies  iiare  an  action  entirely  different  from  that  of  the  pnra 
and  reqniring  separate  disonssion. 


'I 


all  know  it  does  tlic  skin.     Hence  tlie  violent  gast 
irritation,  the  vomiting,  colic,  and  diarrhoea,  whic! 


.  ...v,^,  —    . J,, , _,   „-*.. 

\l^:\l^\  mann  cites  from  many  authors.     Those  who,  like  Co 

Gkirdner,  used  the  drug  more  carefully  had  no  £ 
dents ;  and  since  Iodide  of  Potassium  has  been  H 
administration  they  have  rarely  been  seen.  The  ' 
observed  by  such  therapeutists  belongs  either  to  th 
system  or  to  the  distant  tissues,  as  we  shfdl  see  pre 
is  set  up  subsequent  to  absorption. 

What,  then,  are  the  remote  effects  of  Iodine  wl 
duced  into  the  circulation  and  diffused  through  the  f 

1.  They  are,  first  of  all,  irritative  in  nature.  Thi 
form  which  iodic  irritation  takes  is  best  studied  in 
frequent  seat — ^the  upper  portion  of  the  respirator 
membrane.  "  There  is  first  noticed,"  says  Dr.  Ring 
slight  running  at  the  nose,  with  occasional  sneezi 
little  frontal  headache ;  these  symptoms  become  mov 
when  the  conjunctiva  of  the  eyes  is  injected,  and 
abundantly  flow.  The  loose  tissues  about  the  orbi 
swollen,  reddened,  and  cedematous,  while  occasional] 
liar  rash  appears  on  the  skin  of  the  face,  ....  T 
sometimes  reddened,  especially  at  the  tip,  and  is  at 
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khe  BrUi$h  Jtmmal  of  Homceopathy ;  where  you  mH  find  it 
ad  of  the  watery  nasal  discharge  that  it  feels  cool,  and 
K6  no  excoriation,  herein  difEering  from  that  of  Arsenic. 
iTfthema,  with  oedema,  of  skin  and  mucous  membrane  are 
phenomena  here  presented  to  us ;  and  we  see  it  going  on 
n&rction  of  glandular  structure  in  the  acne  of  the  former, 
1  to  copious  flux  in  the  latter.  Similar  effects  may  at  times 
leen  from  the  drug  over  the  whole  cutaneous  surface,  and 
learly  every  part  of  the  mucous  tracts.  There  is  a  stomatitis 
dent  to  its  use,  accompanied  with  desquiamation  and 
ilism.  Angina  is  a  characteristic  symptom  of  saturation 
Qie  system  with  it.  Besides  the  gastritis  and  enteritis  of 
local  influence,  there  is  a  gastric — ^if  not  also  an  enteric — 
izrh  occasionally  resulting  from  small  doses,  and  seen 
ar  introduction  of  the  drug  into  the  circulation  otherwise 
Q  by  the  stomach.  The  lower  portions  of  the  respiratory 
i  exhibit  signs  of  the  same  irritation  that  we  have  seen  in 
upper.  In  the  larynx  and  trachea  we  may  have  hoarse- 
B,  aphonia,  and  chronic  inflammation,  even  simulating 
rngeal  phthisis;  and  while  the  bronchi  are  slightiy  and 
dy  affected,  the  lungs  show  the  influence  of  the  drug  by 
gestive  oppression,  hemoptysis,  and  even  pneumonia.  The 
tito*urinary  tract  is  the  only  part  which  seems  to  resist  its 
km.  The  skin  manifests  it  sometimes  in  such  intense 
thema  as  that  described  by  Dr.  Inman  ;*  or,  more  commonly, 
smptions  of  acne  or  of  pustules. 

Tor  does  the  iodic  irritation  limit  itself  to  skin  and 
oous  membrane.  Serous  membrane  also  feels  it,  if  the 
nion  into  pleura  and  peritoneum  found  in  autopsy  means 
thing ; — ^Wallace  also  noting  that,  among  his  patients  who 
kfoll  doses  of  Iodide  of  Potassium  for  syphilis,  several  had 
le  pain  over  the  left  false  ribs,  with  cough,  dyspnoea,  and 
ar.f  Glandular  structure  also  is  very  frequently  affected. 
>  first  result  is  stimulation  to  increased  action,  whence  we 

*  New  7%eofy  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  p.  270. 
t  Lancet,  1835-6,  i,  9. 
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have  tbe  salivation  and  diuresis  often  noted,  and  the  incnue 
of  the  biliarj  and  pancreatic  secretions,  as  obserred  (amoDg 
others)  by  Jorg's  provers  and  by  Gairdner.  The  tesieBfieel 
its  influence  in  increase  of  sexual  appetite,  and  the  onm 
show  it  in  menorrhagia.  The  ultimate  effect  is  either  chronk 
inflammation,  as  recorded  by  Christison  of  the  liver  and  hj  Sh 
of  the  kidneys,  or  atrophy,  of  which  the  mammm  and  testidei 
are  the  subjects.  This  last  result  of  the  action  of  Iodine  hi 
been  much  doubted  by  recent  writers.  But  their  sceptkaai 
only  arises  from  ignorance  of  the  older  observations.  Hahne- 
mann cites  some  of  these ;  and  to  everyone  he  mentions  I  caaU 
add  two  others.  Diminution  in  the  functional  energy  of  the 
ovaries  makes  it  probable  that  these  organs  are  nni* 
larly  affected, — ^barrenness  having  occurred  from  the  vm 
pt  the  drug  in  young  females  previously  prolific,  and  the 
menses  being  often  suppressed. 

Whether  the  lymphatic  glands  are  similarly  influenced  hj 
Iodine  is  a  question  of  much  interest  in  its  bearing  on 
therapeutics.  Hahnemann  cites  Bochling  as  having  obeerred 
''induration  of  the  axillary  glands"  from  its  use.  But 
when  wc  examine  the  original,  we  find  that  the  author  is  re- 
porting  the  treatment  by  Iodine  of  glands  already  enlaigedi 
which  it  caused  to  suppiurate  readily;  and  that  his  "yereitenrng" 
has  been  transcribed  "  Yerhartung."  The  mistake  is  Htft- 
laub  and  Trinks',  from  whom  Hahnemann  has  copied.  Br. 
Cartwright,  however,  has  put  on  record  two  cases  in  wbid 
the  glands  of  the  neck  enlarged  under  the  action  of  the  drag 
given  for  other  complaints.* 

For  the  effects  I  have  now  ascribed  to  Iodine  abondtfl 
evidence  is  given  in  the  works  I  have  mentioned  at  the  onteetk 
And  as  we  study  them  the  interesting  fact  comes  oat  thit 
all  these  irritations  belong  to  the  class  of  medicinal  actkiof 
which  Dr.  Drysdale  has  distinguished  as  "  contingeni" 
They  are  not  "  absolute  "  effects  of  the  drug,  requiring  cnlf 
its  administration  in  certain  quantity,  and  their  absence  beiiV 

•  MonthUf  Horn.  Review,  xii,  411. 
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tiie  exception  to  the  rule.    It  is  rather  the  other  waj.     Iodine 

loeallj  applied,  whether  to  skin  or  mucous  membrane,  will 
^ertainlj  irritate.  But  introduce  it  into  the  circulation,  and 
iUs  result  cannot  be  predicted.  Often  enough  it  produces  no 
obnous  physiological  effect  at  all,  even  when  given  in  large 
4)ies.*  When  it  does  irritate,  in  one  person  its  influence  will 
fill  on  the  Schneiderian  mucous  membrane,  in  another  on  the 
aoaih  or  stomach,  in  another  on  the  pleura,  in  another  on  the 
tkiiL  And  of  all  these  actions  that  is  true  which  Dr.  Imbert- 
fiooibejre  has  noted  and  formulised,  that  with  contingenter 
goes  omni  doii.  It  is  frequently  remarked  by  Dr.  Binger 
when  speaking  of  the  various  phenomena  of  what  he  calls 
iodism,  that  "even  miaute  medicinal  doses  will  sometimes 
(todnoe  "  this  or  that  effect.  He  explains  in  one  place  that 
ke  means  a  grain  of  Iodide  of  Potassium  or  even  less.  We 
^lall  see  this  even  more  strikingly  exhibited  when  we  come  to 
the  phenomena  of  iodism  as  described  by  the  older  observers. 

2.  Of  these  I  now  proceed  to  speak  as  the  neurotic  effects 
4  the  drug.  I  suspect  that  they  are  really  irritative  in  nature, 
fttoliar  only  in  the  seat  being  the  various  portions  of  the 
^VTOos  substance.  But,  phenomenally,  they  are  best  classed 
^Bptrately. 

ft  was  early  noted  by  the  introducer  of  Iodine  into  practice 
•"Coindet  of  Oeneva — that  when  the  system  became  satu- 
ttted  with  the  drug  a  peculiar  train  of  symptoms  manifested 
^BDiselves.  These  were  insomnia,  palpitation,  tremors,  and 
^f^fidai;  and  therewith  rapid  emaciation,  often  associated 
vith  bulimia.  The  obviously  nervous  symptoms  first  men- 
^VAed  were  largely  seen  and  recorded  during  the  lodine- 
^ttiia  which  set  in  on  the  publication  of  Coindet's  results. 

*  Thii  fftct  if  uniyenalljr  known  as  regards  Iodide  of  Potassiam,  and 
^Mier  says  of  Iodine  itself—*'  Some  persons  take  it  in  large  doses  for  a 
^Sfh of  time  with  perfect  impunity."  "  Others/'  he  adds,  "from  that 
l*c>Bir,  nndescribed,  and  unintelligible  state  of  constitution  called  by 
FViieiass  an  idiosyncrasy,  are  speedily  and  violently  affected  by  Tery  small 
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Oairdner*  lias  follj  described  the  taremorsy  which  leaembb 
those  of  mercury.  Manson  and  Cooper  have  seen  these  gooo' 
to  twitchings  and  other  conTulsiTe  moyements,  and  Brodiebift 
known  them  end  in  paralysis.  The  action  on  the  brain  mani- 
fested in  the  insomnia  has  shown  itself  in  Tarions  other  irsfi. 
Determination  of  blood  to  the  head  is  freqnent,  causing  headf 
ache  with  sense  of  fulness,  giddiness,  drowsinessy  epistuiiy 
and  even  a  sort  of  intoxication.  One  of  the  sabjects  d 
Wallace's  large  doses  of  Iodide  of  Potassium  was  seized  iriiil» 
taking  it  with  violent  headache,  and  had  dilated  pupils  aadia 
incessant  motion  of  the  eyes  like  that  of  a  chi]d  withoon- 
genital  cataract.  Muscular  tremors  then  superrened,  aal 
lastly  hemiplegia;  from  which  he  recovered  but  sloirfy* 
Gairdner  has  observed  and  described  the  anxieku  charscteiiitic 
of  the  drug.  It  dilEers,  he  says,  from  hypochondriasiB  in  ihi» 
respect,  that  the  patients  occupy  themselves  with  the  preseDi 
rather  than  with  the  future.  They  describe  it  commonlj  tf 
a  feeling  of  (doubtless  psychical)  sinking  and  fointness  whidi 
is  particularly  depressing ;  and  they  have  been  heard  to  com- 
plain of  this  even  when  suffering  violent  pain.f  The  sensoiy 
centres  are  also  affected,  as  by  obscuration  of  vision,  partiil 
deafness^  and  illusions  of  the  sense  of  touch.  The  first  d 
these  may  depend  on  irritation  of  the  retina.  Hempel  citei 
a  case  in  which  the  symptoms  indicated  retinitis ;  and  Bicoid 
states  that  he  has  seen  Iodide  of  Potassium  produce  tran- 
sitory amaurosis,  like  that  of  Bright's  disease,  and  dependent 
on  sub-retinal  cedema. 

But  the  most  complete  observations  of  this  form  of  iodian 
are  those  of  Eilliet,  of  Geneva.  A  memoir  presented  hj  hiv 
to  the  French  Academy  of  Medicine  was  referred  to  Troufltti^ 

*  JSssay  on  the'effeeU  of  Iodine  on  the  Human  CkmtHMum,  Iioado^ 
1824. 

t  Binger  also  bos  obseryed  that  <*  Iodide  of  PotaMinm  ■onwtimeip'^ 
duces  distressing  depression  of  mind  and  body.  The  patient  beoo** 
irritable,  dejected,  listless,  and  wretched.  Exercise  ■con  prodoeet  fttlg*^ 
and  even  fainting." 
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and  his  report  thereon  may  be  read  in  the  twenty-fiftli  Yolmne 
of  its  Bulletin.  It  seems  that  Gheneva  is  singular  in  the 
entire  absence  of  Iodine — so  universally  diffused  elsewhere — 
inm  its  air  and  waters ;  so  that  its  inhabitants  offer  a  virgin 
8ofl  in  which  the  drug  can  bear  fruit.  Hence,  says  M.  Chatin^ 
fte  frequency  of  goitre  there ;  but  hence  pretty  certainly  tha 
remarkable  susceptibility  displayed  to  the  influence  of  th& 
nibstance  when  administered  medicinally.  The  (Genevan 
hoQchoceles  are  cured  with  doses  of  Iodide  of  Potassiimi  of 
less  than  a  lailligramme  in  amount ;  and  it  is  while  taking 
SQch  "  nearly  infinitesimal  quantities/'  as  Trousseau  calls  them, 
tliat  the  '^  grave  accidents  "  he  cites  from  Eilliet  occur.  They 
Ittve  been  seen  in  these  sensitive  subjects  from  taking  a  ten- 
thousandth  part  of  the  Iodide  in  their  table  salt ;  and  even 
from  staying  at  the  sea-side,  where  it  is  calculated  that  they  in- 
bde  from  the  fiftieth  to  the  tenth  of  a  milligramme  in  a  day. 

The  first  symptom  of  iodism  which  manifests  itself  is  the 
emaciation.  It  sets  in  suddenly  and  proceeds  with  startling 
nudity.  The  goitre  (if  there  is  one),  the  mammsB,  and  the 
testicles  go  first ;  then  the  face  falls  in  ;  then  the  whole  body 
wastes.  There  is  no  gastro-enteritis ;  but  exaggerated 
ippetite  is  present,  going  on  to  bulimia :  there  is  also  much 
BerFous  palpitation.  Then  supervenes  a  condition  of  hypo- 
dwndriasis  or  hysteria  with  weakness,  sadness,  insomnia,  and 
BerFous  susceptibility.  There  are  painful  sensations  in  the 
etomach,  especially  at  its  greater  curvature ;  and  the  face  is 
pile,  green,  or  yellow. 

I  cite  these  observations  especially  for  the  light  they  throw 
en  the  emacvaiion  of  Iodine.  This  phenomenon  has  early  and 
eonstantly  attracted  attention ;  and  it  has  been  noted  that  it  is- 
eomoionly  accompanied  by  profuse  sweats  and  accelerated 
poise,  thus  making  it  resemble  closely  the  wasting  of  tuber- 
culosis. There  are  three  ways  in  which  it  has  been  accounted 
fe«  The  first  and  most  common  is  to  say  that  Iodine  is  a 
itoimlant  to  the  absorbents ;  and  that  thus,  absorption  being 
'e&dered  over-active,  atrophy  follows  upon  its  use.    I  shall 
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flhow  reason  for  objecting  to  this  explanation  even  of  the  local 
•effects  of  the  drug;  and  I  think  that  it  quite  &u1b  yrhea 
applied  to  the  emaciation  of  the  system  at  large.  The  abflorb- 
•ents  are  set  for  the  nutrition,  not  for  the  wasting,  of 
bodj  as  a  whole.  The  lacteals  take  up  the  chyle  from 
intestines,  and  the  lymphatics  absorb  the  not  altogethei^  effete 
products  of  the  disintegration  of  the  tissues,  and  the  residoe 
(if  any)  of  the  liquor  sanguinis  which  has  been  poured  foriih 
from  the  capillaries  for*  their  nutrition.  Chyle  and  lympli} 
4hus  selected  and  taken  up  by  the  absorbent  vessels,  are  passed 
through  the  chain  of  absorbent  glands,  in  which  they  undergo 
that  progressive  elaboration  which  fits  them  to  be  discharged, 
•as  blood,  into  the  torrent  of  the  circulation.  It  is  evidenti 
therefore,  that  a  drug  which  has  the  property  of  stimultttang 
the  absorbent  system  must  promote  rather  than  lower  tke 
nutrition  of  the  frame.*  A  second  view  would  acoount  for 
the  atrophy  of  Iodine  by  the  gastro-enteritis  which  it  is  un- 
doubtedly liable  to  occasion,  attributing  it  to  the  impairment 
of  digestion  which  must  result  from  this  state  of  the  prima  vuv* 
But  a  larger  survey  of  the  facts  vdll  at  once  show  this  view  to 
be  untenable,  as  there  is  no  constant  connexion  between  the 
gastro-enteric  symptoms  and  the  emaciation ;  while  ArseniCi 
which  affects  the  alimentary  canal  far  more  certainly  an^ 
severely,  causes  by  no  means  so  rapid  and  intense  a  wastang* 
Lastly,  Iodine  has  been  styled  a  "  liquefacient "  of  the  tissoeSi 
and  is  supposed  to  promote  their  disintegration  with  such 
rapidity  that  the  waste  is  in  excess  of  the  supply,  and  hence 
Atrophy.  We  may  have  to  call  up  some  such  action  when  ^ 
«ome  to  consider  the  power  of  the  drug  over  syphilitic  and 
other  neoplasms ;  but  we  cannot,  I  think,  use  it  to  explain  the 
general  wasting  which  is  induced.  To  begin  vrith,  the  quantity 
which  needs  to  be  introduced  is  quite  insufficient  to  effect  sucfl 

*  The  notion  here  combated  is  identical  with  the  Honterian  theory  » 
ulceration,  which  supposed  this  process  to  depend  npon  an  oTer-active  ^ 
o£  the  absorbents.  Long  given  np  in  this  sphere,  it  still  holds  its  pii0>  ^ 
.^peculation  on  the  modut  operandi  of  drugs. 


1  »*. 
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process.  We  have,  moreover,  called  to  mind  that  the  very 
action  of  the  lymphatic  absorbents  is  to  take  up  such  tissue 
betanoe,  disintegrated  but  not  altogether  effete,  and,  having 
^borated  it  into  blood,  to  pour  it  back  into  the  circulation., 
ins,  supposing  the  absorbent  system  to  continue  healthy,  the 
nilt  of  such  increased  rapidity  in  the  disintegration  of 
roe  would  only  be  an  increase  in  the  purity  of  the  substance* 
1  the  energy  of  the  functions  of  the  entire  organism. 

En  this  "  supposing  "  I  have  indicated  what  I  believe  to  be 
)  trae  direction  in  which  to  look  for  an  explanation  of  the 
"ophy  of  Iodine.  Its  sphere  is  the  great  absorbent  system, 
)ecially  in  its  lacteal  portion;  but  its  action  there — pro- 
bly  by  irritation  of  the  active  protoplasm — is  depressant* 
Jier  than  stimulant.  Given  a  sluggish  taking  up  of  the 
fie  by  the  lacteals,  and  an  insufficient  elaboration  of  their 
itents  by  the  mesenteric  glands,  and  we  have  at  once  a  most 
portant  channel  of  nutrition  choked  up  and  rendered  use- 
ts.  The  fatty  aliments  being  those  which  the  lacteals  chiefly 
lect,  the  emaciation  becomes  more  rapidly  apparent  than  if 
lad  been  the  albuminous  elements  whose  supply  was  cut 
I  But  you  will  remember  how  Dr.  Hughes  Bennett — just 
It  to  us — ,  following  Ascherson  of  Berlin,  has  shown  that 
16  presence  of  oil  is  essential  to  the  assimilation  of  albumen ;, 
A  infers  that  if  the  fatty  elements  of  food  be  insufficiently 
ipplied,  the  albumen  remaining  unassimilated  in  the 
ood  will  be  deposited  in  the  tissues  as  tubercle.  If  it  is  still 
liable  to  explain  in  this  way  the  occurrence  of  primary  tuber- 
ilosis,  it  may  account  for  the  occasional  development  of 
ktlusis  pulmonalis  in  iodized  patients,  in  whom  no  previous 
odency  thereto  had  existed. 

8.  One  word  yet  upon  the  possible  hcen^atic  influence  of 
)dine.  It  can  hardly  be  imagined  that  so  universal  an  irri- 
mt  of  the  living  matter  should  circulate  in  the  blood  with^ 

*  Dr.  H.  Qoullon  says  that  the  mesenteric  ghinds  are  found  redaced  in 
^  tfter  poisoning  by  Iodine ;  but  I  know  not  his  authority  for  the 
•Unent 
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out  affecting  its  corpuctoleB.  But  whether  this  be  the  ratioittle 
or  not,  it  is  certain  that  Iodide  of  Potassium  eveij  now  and 
then  causes  petechial  rash  and  purpura,  and  that  under  the 
long-continued  influence  of  Iodine  the  blood  and  the  secretioBB 
become  thin  and  watery.    It  is,  like  Mercury,  an  anti-plastic. 

We  have  now  to  consider  the  recognis^  uses  of  Iodine  as  a 
medicine,  and  see  what  relation  they  bear  to  its  physiological 
action ;  subsequently  reviewing  the  further  applications  of  it 
which  have  been  made,  derived  from  the  latter  according  to 
the  principle  of  similarity. 

1.  The  earliest  and  the  prerogative  application  of  Iodine  ifl 
its  use  in  hronchocele.  ''  From  time  immemorial,"  as  StilU 
says,  "  sponges  and  other  marine  products  containing  Iodine 
have  been  recognised  as  popular  remedies  for  goitre."  When 
this  substance  was  discovered  in  one  of  such  products,  th^ 
Jucus  vesiculosus,  it  was  the  happy  thougLt  of  Coindet  to  see 
if  it  would  not  prove  to  be  the  active  ingredient  of  the  weed. 
He  found  it  to  be  so ;  and  from  that  time  to  this  the  curative 
ax^on  of  Iodine  in  bronchocele  has  been  one  of  the  few  cer 
tainties  (with  rare  exceptions)  of  ordinary  medicine. 

What  is  the  rationale  of  its  action  ?  Let  me  read  yon  a 
short  narrative :  it  is  from  the  pen  of  one  of  the  veterans  of 
Homoeopathy,  Dr.  Goullon.* 

"  A  man,  62  years  of  age,  very  bilious,  and  from  his  youth 
affected  with  gout,  got  from  an  allopathic  doctor  for  sciatica 
two  scruples  of  Kali  iodidum  in  four  ounces  of  water,  with 
directions  to  take  morning  and  night  a  tablespoonful.  After 
about  eight  days  there  came  on  a  rapidly  growing  swelling 
of  the  thyroid  gland,  with  some  sensitiveness  to  the  touch, 
and  a  feeling  of  oppression.  He  was,  however,  ordered  to 
continue  the  medicine,  and  in  the  second  week  he  got  all  the 
signs  of  endocarditis — oppression,  weakness  almost  amount- 
ing to  fainting,  tumultuous  throbbing,  intermitting  and  un- 
equal beats  of  heart  and  pulse,  tensive  pain  across  the  chest. 

*  Translated  from  Allg,  7iom,  Zeit,,  xlv,  63,  in  Brit.  Joum,  of  Sam,,  Jh^ 
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The  right  ventricle  gradoallj  became  dilated."  The  medicine 
^u  omitted,  and  Mercurius,  Arsenicum,  and  Sepia  in  suc- 
^BBBJon  lemoTed  the  symptoms. 

I  gx?e  joa  this  for  what  it  is  worth.  Let  no  one  say,  how- 
ever, in  derc^tion  of  homoeopathic  doctrine,  that  Iodine  has 
oerer  produced  goitre ;  and  do  not  let  the  singularity  of  the 
<)ccarrence  weigh  too  much  with  you,  having  regard  to  the 
peeoliarly  contingent  and  idosyncratic  nature  of  all  the  effects 
of  the  drug.  But  let  us  consider  what  bronchocele  is,  and 
^ktaro  the  phenomena  of  its  disappearance  under  Iodine. 

The  thyroid  body,  whose  enlargement  constitutes  the  dis- 
«ue,  is  one  of  those  ductless  glands  whose  operation  is  doubt- 
kiBooiioemed  with  the  composition  of  the  blood  itself.  It  may 
Ib  (as  Mr.  Simon  thinks)  a  dtverUeidum  for  the  cerebral  cir- 
tQlatkm,  as  the  spleen  is  for  that  of  the  stomach ;  but  its 
itrnctare  forbids  the  supposition  that  this  is  its  only  function 
*B7  more  than  that  is  of  the  spleen.    The  albuminous  matter 
^  leparates  from  its  large  supply  of  blood  is  contained  in  the 
^terttioes  of  its  honeycomb-like  structure;  and  is  probably 
^iken  up  from  thence  by  its  no  less  abundant  lymphatics, 
fiimple  bronchocele  (with  which  alone  we  are  at  present  con- 
cerned) seems  to  be  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  lymphatics  to 
^mdertake  this  absorption,  so  that  the  secretion  accumulates ; 
^iid  this,  and  not  any  increase  in  its  fibrous  or  connective 
^bsue,  constitutes  (at  first,  at  least)  the  hypertrophy  of  the 
Sland.    It  may  come  on  rapidly,  like  the  splenic  enlargement 
^  ague ;  and,  like  that,  may  rapidly  subside.    In  old  and  haid 
Soitres,  of    course,  the    stroma  itself   must    have    become 
'ttiiekened,    and   the    fluid   possibly  absorbed.      These    are 
Ponnanent. 

Now  the  conclusions  at  which  we  have  already  arrived  as  to 
^lie  action  of  Iodine  on  the  lymphatic  system,  and  the  case  of 
]>r.  Ooullon's  just  related,  suggest  forcibly  that  Iodine  acts 
Vmceopathically  in  [the  cure  of  the  simple,  recent,  and  soft 
8^)itre  which  depends  upon  unabsorbed  secretion.  Another 
^M  pointiDg  in  the  same  direction  is  the  frequent  occurrence, 


clisapfiearuil  in  two  mouths  under  the  hundredth  o1 
Iodine  night  and  morning.*  A  still  more  striking 
related  in  the  Bevue  hynueopathique  Beige  for  Aug 
Tho  eulai^ement  was  of  fifteen  yeaj^'  standing 
reached  the  size  of  a  child's  headj  but  waa  aoft. 
was  given  on  August  3rd,  18?3,  and  repeated  erar 
up  to  the  end  of  the  year.  ImproTement  was  fell 
second  dose,  ajid  on  January  Ist,  1874,  the  tomour 
to  hare  completely  disappeared.  Mr.  Cameron  hai 
a  case  in  which  the  30th  dilution  effected  the  purpt 
took  B.  twelvemonth  in  doing  \t.X 

It  Is  otherwise,  I  think,  with  the  old  hard  goitjei 
times  meet.  Mr.  Cameron  treated  two  such  caae 
30th  dilution,  but  effected  little  more  than  relief  of 
sensations, — that  is,  of  irritation  of  the  tumour  sat 
doses  cause.  Br.  Eidd,  in  the  valuable  paper  on  \ 
to  which  I  have  already  referred,  mentions  a  hard 
which  he  could  get  no  effect  from  Iodine  till  he  g 
grain  three  times  a  day ;  but  with  these  doses  hi 
it,  and  with  still  larger  quantities  the  most  indun 
cboceles  have  been  known  to  be  melted  down.  1 1 
we  must  hero   suppose  a  destructiTe  action  of 
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4>  well  to  use  its  local  instead  of  internal  exhibition. 
The  saooess  of  the  application  of  ointment  of  biniodide 
<i  mercuiy  in  India  is,  I  understand,  very  constant  and 
^ntifying. 

When  goitre  is  cystic,  Iodine  must  be  still  more  locally 
^plied.  It  must  be  injected  into  the  cavity;  though  even 
ihere,  as  we  shall  see  with  hydrocele,  it  may  act  after  a 
ipedfic  manner.  But  it  may  find  place  as  a  homoeopathic 
lonedy  in  yet  another  form  of  the  disease,  the  exophthalmic. 
The  coincident  affection  of  the  heart  in  Dr.  GouUon's  case 
other  suggests  that  the  thyroid  enlargement  was  vascular ; 
ind  Trousseau,  commenting  on  the  iodism  described  bj 
lOiiet,  says  he  has  seen  the  same  condition  in  cases  of  Graves' 
^iMMe.  Dr.  Horatio  Wood  says  of  iodine,  that  '*  experience 
hi  demonstrated  its  value  "  in  exophthalmic  goitre  also ; 
hot  I  know  of  no  record  thereof. 

n.  The  transition  from  bronchocele  to  scrofula  is  natural. 
Inlargement  of  the  thyroid  was  supposed  to  be  so  intimately 
ttonected  with  the  scrofulous  diathesis  that  the  name 
'^itroma  "  was  applied  to  it ;  and  when  Dr.  Stille  says  that 
fte  marine  products  containing  Iodine  have  long  been 
mognised  as  popular  remedies  for  goitre,  he  adds,  "  and  for 
Wifola."  Accordingly,  when  this  substance  was  discovered 
to  be  their  active  ingredient,  and  was  found  powerfully 
^ttfttive  of  bronchocele,  it  was  at  once  applied  to  the  treatment 
^  icrofula.  The  names  of  Hanson*  and  Lugolf  stand 
lonemost  among  those  who  have  tested  and  written  upon 
«;  and  their  testimony  to  its  virtues  is  very  earnest. 

Wbat  is  scrofula,  and  what  is  Iodine  calculated  to  do  in  its 
^^^Mnent^in  the  hght  of  the  physiological  action  of  the 

*ttg? 

According  to  the  doctrine  of  Niemeyer,  now  generally 
'^^ed,  scrofula  is  that  vulnerability  of  constitution  which 
^  call  ''delicacy"  plus  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  the 

*  (hike  JSfeeU  of  Iodine,    LondoD,  1825. 

t  Os  Iodine  in  Serqfkla,  transkted  by  O'ShanghneMy.    London,  1881. 
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lymphatic  glands  in  the  neighbourhood  of  any  disordered  part 
to  take  on  hyperplasia  and  become  enlarged.  The  other 
so-called  ''strumous"  affections  are  in  no  way  speca&aSSj 
distinct  from  the  same  diseases  in  non-strumous  saljectay 
though  they  are  more  readily  induced  and  more  difficult  to 
cure.  But  this  doctrine,  though  it  well  connects  the  fact^ 
does  not  explain  why  the  lymphatic  glands  are  so  apt  to  take 
on  the  morbid  action  specified.  It  leaves  out  of  sigiil^ 
moreover,  what  I  think  cannot  be  gainsaid,  that  these  glBBjb 
may  be  and  often  are  primarily  affected.  I  must  agree 
with  Dr.  H.  Goullon,  in  his  excellent  treatise  on  Serofkkm 
Affectiansy  that  scrofula  is  essentially  a  morbid  condition  of 
the  lymphatic  and  lacteal  system,  whereby  the  lymph  anl 
chyle  are  supplied  in  an  imperfect  or  vitiated  state  to  Ae 
blood,  and  the  nutritive  processes  thereby  impaired. 

If  this  be  so,  we  can  well  understand  that  Iodine  mqr 
change  for  the  better  the  whole  scrofulous  diathesis,  owing  to 
the  profound  action] we  have  seen  it  to  possess  upon  the  lacteo- 
lymphatic  system  ;  and  that  we  are  quite  within  the  range  d 
homoeopathy  when  we  so  use  it.  It  must  be  espedaflf 
suitable  to  the  sanguine  form  of  the  scrofulous  constitntioD. 
As  regards  the  several  local  disorders,  it  must  depend  upoB 
the  elective  affinity  of  the  drug  for  the  part  affected  whetlier 
it  shall  have  any  specific  influence  over  its  morbid  conditio. 
Of  these  we  shall  speak  farther  on.  But  we  must  consider 
here  the  action  of  Iodine  upon  the  absorbent  glands  them- 
selves when  affected  by  scrofula.  I  have  shown  its  power  rf 
engorging  them ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  here,  as  wift 
goitre,  the  recent  affection  is  fully  imder  the  homoBopaihic 
action  of  the  drug,  and  may  be  dispersed  by  small  doeei. 
My  friend  Dr.  Belcher  has  the  utmost  confidence  in  it  wh» 
the  glands  of  the  neck  are  the  part  affected :  he  gives  giwB 
doses  of  the  first  decimal  trituration  of  Kali  iodidum,  aol 
applies  a  weak  solution  locally.  Dr.  Goullon  relates  two 
cases  of  laryngismus  stridulus  obviously  dependent  on  en- 
larged bronchial  glands,  where  Iodine  in  small  doses  w** 
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cnntiTe.  I  liavB  myself  great  confidence  in  it  in  tlie 
tibes  meaentexica  of  childliood.  Under  its  use  the  hectic 
fint  sobsides ;  and  the  remaining  symptoms,  if  proper  diet 
aid  hygiene  can  be  secured,  steadily  disappear.  I  give  the 
Uiizd  decimal  dilution. 
Here  also,  however,  I  suspect  that  any  power  which  Iodine 

*  SMj  have  over  old  indurations  and  suppurations  of  the 
fxmcal  glands  is  due  to  its  destructive  action,  and  requires 
nbitantial  doses.  It  was  early  noted  that  it  promoted  the 
bnoation  of  matter  in  these  adenopathies. 

m.  I  have  next  to  speak  of  the  action  of  Iodine  in  syphilis, 
Vbj  it  should  have  been  tried  in  this  disease,  unless  it  were 
faua  the  analogy  between  its  effects  and  those  of  Mercury,  I 
cumot  say.    But  it  was  so  tried ;  and  the  results — especially 

«irlien  it  was  given  freely  by  Wallace  of  Dublin  *  as  Iodide  of 
Potassium — were  highly  satisfactory.  It  is  now  the  accepted 
iMiedy  for  tertiary,  as  Mercury  is  for  secondary  syphilis. 
Hit  it  is  as  Iodine  that  it  cures,  though  given  in  combination 
tith  potassium,  appears  from  Dr.  Guillemin's  experience,  who 
bdt  the  simple  tincture  do  all  that  can  be  done  by  the  Iodide.t 
I  think  that  there  is  no  reason  for  doubting  that  in  the 
doerttions  of  mucous  membrane  and  the  cutaneous  syphilides 
M  vhich  Iodine  is  useful  it  cures,  as  Mercury  does,  in  virtue 
d  its  power  to  affect  the  same  parts  and  in  a  similar  manner. 
I^acis  here  in  small  doses  enough — &  grain  or  two  of  Iodide 
^  Potassium,  or  far .  more  minute  quantities  of  Iodine 
iMf.J    But  the  benefits  of  largely  increased  dosage  in  the 

*  Lme€i,  1885-6,  toI.  i. 

t  Ocs.  BOd.  de  I£4d.  et  de  Chir,,  1865,  p.  134,  et  seq. 

X  Br.  GoiUemin'fl  doses  are  very  small.  See  also  Teldham  on  SmiMt- 
9*%  m  Venereal  Diseaeee.  "  I  woald  remark,"  says  Trousseau,  "  that 
^  tone  circumstances  certain  cachexise,  and  the  syphilitic  among^  them, 
^tform  identical  with  that  ascrihed  by  M.  RiUiet  to  iodism."  He 
^  lehitea  a  case  of  the  kind ;  it  was  cured  by  iodide  of  potatsinm. 
^Inrd  has  found  the  last  named  to  restore  the  normal  number  of  red 
tfoboles  in  the  blood  of  syphilitics.  If,  as  with  Mercury,  it  could  be 
hvnd,  to  diminish  the  number  in  health,  this  would  bo  very  significant. 
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tertiary  gummatous  deposits  on  bones  and  in  Tiaoera  are  so 
great  and  indubitable  that  I  think  we  must  look  now  to  a 
different  modus  operandi.  What  this  is  has  been  diaoosBed 
by  Dr.  Madden,  in  a  very  interesting  paper  which  you  wSi 
find  in  the  twenty-sixth  volume  of  the  BriUsh  Jowmaldf 
Homoeopaihy.  He  points  out  that  these  affections  are  of 
the  nature  of  organized  new  growths,  which  are  therefoNi 
quasi-parasitical  to  the  body,  and  require  parasiticides  to 
destroy  them.  The  strong  antiseptic  power  of  Iodine  suggesti, 
he  thinks,  that  it  may  have  such  an  action ;  or,  as  seems  toxae 
more  probable,  it  deals  with  these  foreign  deposits  as  it  does 
with  the  lead  or  mercury  it  is  so  successful  in  eliminating 
from  the  system.  Either  way,  it  must  be  given  for  siidi 
purpose  in  full  doses,  and  the  indications  for  its  use  must  not 
be  looked  for  in  its  pathogenesis. 

lY.  The  same  explanation  probably  applies  to  the  virtooi 
of  Iodine  in  chronic  rheumatism,  gout,  and  rheumatoid 
arthritis.  They  are  undoubted ;  and  in  the  latter  obstioats 
aJSeotion  Iodine  really  seems  the  most  hopeful  remedy  wo 
have.  This  is  the  testimony  of  Lasdgue,*  of  Trousseau,*  of 
Fuller,t  and  of  Horatio  Wood.  Full  doses  and  local  appli- 
cation are  ordinarily  required. 

V.  We  have  now  passed  in  review  the  diathetic  relations  of 
Iodine.  It  only  remains  to  consider  the  disorders  of  those 
parts  to  which  it  is  a  specific  irritant,  and  note  how  far  it  fass 
proved  useful  in  their  treatment.  The  homoeopathicity  of  its 
action  here  needs  no  arguments. 

1.  Iodine  is  not  a  leading  remedy  in  affections  of  tbe 
mucous  membrane  of  the  alimentary  canal,  though  itwiD 
often  control  these — as  the  diarrhoea  of  phthisis  and  marasmoi 
— when  given  for  the  diseases  of  which  they  are  an  accompani* 
ment.  Some  references  to  its  occasional  uses  here  may  ^ 
found  in  the  study  of  the  drug  (by  Dr.  Madden  and  myseB) 

•  See  Trousseau's  Clinical  Lectures  (New  Syd.  Soc).  ir,  4S0, 
t  On  Qout,  Bheumatio  Oout^  Sfc, 
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which  I  mentioned  when  I  beg^.  I  may  add  to  these 
the  Tomiting  of  pregnancy.  But  while  thus  inferior  to 
Anode  as  a  remedy  for  affections  of  the  alimentary  mucous 
inembrane,  it  just  as  far  excels  the  latter  drug  in  those  of 
the  respiratory  tract.  It  is  very  useful  in  seyere  local  coryza, 
where  the  nose  is  red  and  swollen.  Kali  iodidum  may  be 
gifen  internally^  or  Iodine  applied  by  olfaction.*  The  latter 
Biode  of  treatment  is  commended  by  Binger  in  the  daily 
ittacks  of  coryza  from  which  some  people  suffer,  and,  con- 
j(»ned  with  the  internal  administration  of  the  drug,  has 
pored  highly  beneficial  in  strumous  ozeena.  A  case  of 
noorery  of  the  sense  of  smell,  lost  for  three  years,  under  the 
OK  of  Iodine,  is  cited  by  WUcoz  :  the  patient  was  taking  the 
bug  for  a  chronic  ophthalmia.  In  a  case  of  profuse  dark 
discharge  from  the  nose,  without  constitutional  symptoms, 
oeenrring  in  a  child  after  exposure  to  the  contagion  of 
£^iUieria,  when  other  apparently  well-indicated  remedies 
Wd  failed  the  first  dilution  of  Eali  iodidum  effected  a  rapid 
core.  Over  the  extension  of  this  mucous  tract  to  the  €je 
Iodine  has  little  influence,  though  its  constitutional  action 
ittj  make  it  helpful  in  strumous  ophthalmia.  But  on  that 
vUch  penetrates  the  Eustachian  tubes  it  exerts  much  power, 
tnd  has  often  proved  curative  in  catarrhal  deafness.t  In 
factions  of  the  larynx  and  trachea  Iodine  takes  the  highest 
>ttk.  Before  its  discovery  in  the  ashes  of  burnt  sponge 
Hahnemann  had  proved  that  substance,  and  discerned  its 
specific  laryngeal  action ;  so  that  as  a  remedy  for  catarrhal 
Hd  inflammatory  affections  of  the  part,  and  even  for  croup 
ibelf,  ^>ongia  has  long  been  in  high  repute  in  the  homceo- 
Itttic  school.  It  has  been  with  croup  as  with  goitre : 
Iodine  has  been  suspected  to  have  the  chief  credit  of  the 
^^nitive  power  of  the  sponge,  and  experiment  has  confirmed 
^  loggestion.  Koch  was  the  Coindet  of  this  revolu- 
^;  and  since  his  communication  to  the  Hygea  m  1841 

•  S€»Brii.J<mm,ofSom,fXxif,16H. 

t  Sm  a  caae  in  Monthly  Mom.  Bsoifw,  lii,  688. 
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Iodine  has  taken  in  most  liaiids  the  place  of  S| 
in  membranous  croup,  the  other  being  giyen  only  f 
eatarrhal  form.  Dr.  Elb's  excellent  eaaaj  on  the  di 
which  jou  will  find  translated  in  the  tenth  'volume  c 
Briiuh  Journal  of  Homosopaihy,  will  tell  you  all  H 
Becessaiy  about  this  piece  of  therapeutics.  As  floon  as  1 
satisfied  himself  as  to  the  existence  of  true  croup,  he  g 
dose  of  Iodine,  from  the  2nd  to  the  6th  decimal  dilution.  ' 
the  sudden  subsidence  of  a  storm,"  he  writes^  ^  so  ipc 
fully  quick  is  its  action.  The  anxiety  and  ima 
suffocation  and  whistling  cough  cease  as  if  by  magic 
the  dyspnoea  becomes  so  much  diminished  that  m 
safely  wait  an  hour  before  giving  a  dose  of  Aconite, 
speedily  procures  lemiapoii  of  the  fevw,  with  persprs 
He  then  continues  the  two  eveiy  hour  alternately  as 
as  there  is  need.  Drs.  Arnold  and  Dake  have  adde 
recommendation — supported  by  their  experience — of  ( 
inhalations  of  the  drug  in  rebdlious  cases. 

Tou  will  ask,  remembering  how  I  have  spoken  in  s: 
terms  of  the  action  of  Bromine,  how  we  are  to  diffisva 
between  them.  I  can  only  repeat  Dr.  Meyhoffer^s  suggc 
that  constitutional  prostration  is  Hie  duuacteristio  indii 
for  the  preference  of  Bromine,  which  is  thus  suited  to  dif 
ritio  croup,  while  Iodine  suits  the  sporadic  and  more  si 
form.  If,  however,  you  riiould  agree  with  those  who 
that  true  croup  is  always  oonneoted  with  diphtiieria»  ] 
mCTition  that  Dr.  Eidd  regards  Iodine  as  the  most  inqK 
remedy  we  have  for  Hbe  latter  disease. 

Before  leaving  the  respiratcny  spheie,  I  must  lapeak  € 
use  of  Iodine  in  pulmonary  phtlums.  Its  potent  aotionc 
lungs,  its  modifying  influence  over  serof^ilai  and  the  1 
eharacter  of  its  emaciation  and  fever  would  make  it  fr 
homeopathic  point  of  view  the  most  hopeful  of  remadii 
this  disease.  My  own  experience  isthat  of  Bahr^s,  that  ** 
than  any  other  remedy  it  effects  curative  xesults,  espeda 
tuberculosia  i»  thd  result  of  scrofulosis,  in  the  ease  of  j 
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ttd  robust  individualB."  This  means,  I  take  it,  when  phthisis  is 
icrafaloas  pneumonia  rather  than  primary  tuberculosis  of  the 
long.  Nerertheless,  in  a  case  where  the  severity  of  the  oon- 
ittotiQiial  symptoms  and  the  deficiency  of  physical  signs  gave 
me  eveiy  reason  to  dread  the  presence  of  tubercle,  Iodine 
iione  effected  a  speedy  and  most  satisfactory  cure.  I  am 
Irmly  persuaded  that,  so  far  as  medicines  go,  our  best  hope  of 
btoie  success  in  phthisis  lies  in  our  knowing  better  how  .to  \ise 
Iodine  for  it. 

As  regards  the  genito-urinary  mucous  membrane  I  have 
^y  to  say  that  I>r.  Bumstead  finds  Kali  iodidum  in 
<t^mirj  doses  increase  urethral  discharge  in  gleet,  and  that 
Dr.  FranUin  esteems  it,  in  the  3rd  decimal  dilution,  highly 
^oodueiTe  to  its  cure.* 

2.  The  action  of  Iodine  On  the  seix>us  membranes  has  been 
Gttle  utilised  in  the  homoaopathic  school ;  but  to  it  belongs,  I 
ttinkythe  occasional  curative  power  of  Iodide  of  Potassium  in 
kfdrooephalus  and  hydrothoraz.  To  it,  also,  I  am  inclined  to 
afnr  the  usefulness  of  Iodine  when  locally  applied  or  injected  to 
MWfe  effusions  into  serous  or  synovial  cavities.  It  is  com- 
wasij  supposed  to  act  here  by  setting  up  adhesive  inflammation 
4  Ae  wbJIs  of  the  sac.  But  Dr.  Jousset  has  disproved  this 
l|fpotiiesis  in  the  case  of  hydrocele,  and  shewn  that  inflam- 
^ttiaa  is  not  essential,  or  even  &vourable,  to  the  curative 
|Rweit.t  Iodine  is  foimd  in  the  serous  effusions  of 
ifdiooeie  and  hydrarthrosis  when  it  is  taken  internally  :  to 
^f^J  or  inject  it  is  merely  to  intensify  its  influence  by  concen- 
tation,  and,  when  the  disorder  is  local,  seems  the  most  rational 
|BM!tioe. 

8.  I  can  hardly  say  anything  definite  of  the  power  of  Iodine 
ift  OBtaneous  affections  apart  from  syphilides  and  scrofulides. 
Jk.  Neligan  thinks  the  Iodide  of  Potassium  superior  to  any 
^tlier  drug  in  these  cases,  and  Mr.  Himt  extols  cod-liver 
^  IB  the  only  medicine  to  be  compared  with  Arsenic  in  its 

•  Seienet  and  Jri  of  SfM^eiy,  i,  4X>0. 
t  S^eBrit.  Jowm.  qfBom^  zvi,  269. 


diHeasfs  of  tliu  [lanorcaa  in  the  organology  of  Bai 
and  aeveral  cases  of  acute  aad  chronic  disease  of  thii 
cited  by  Dr.  Wilcoi  in  which  it  effected  a  cure, 
think  of  it  if  you  ever  encounter  llie  diarrb<£a  adi 
perhaps  Dr.  Herbert  NankiTfill's  obserratiouit  tb 
enables  fatty  food  to  be  digested  which  othemiBe 
be  given,  beloogs  to  this  action  of  the  drug. 

The  specific  influence  of  Iodine  upon  the  glai 
generative  system  would  suggest  its  frequent  empl 
morbid  states  of  these  glands,  especially  when  oo 
araofolouB  and  tubercular  subjects.  In  such  patiei 
titis  in  the  male,  and  omenorrhcea,  galactorrhea,  ai 
rhcea  in  the  female  subject  hare  been  eoied  by  it 
with  more  diffidence  when  I  suggest  that  to  such  ai 
is  due  the  dispersion  of  mammary,  ovarian,  ai 
tumours  which  has  sometimea  been  accomplished 
It  18  worth  noting,  however,  that  the  tumonra  of 
which  have — in  Dr.  Ashwell's  words  J — "  melted  dm 
the  action  of  Iodine  appear  invariably  to  have  ori) 
the  cenrix,  t.  e.  in  the  glandular  and  secreting  port 
organ.     In  inflammation  and  induration  of  this  p 
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loalogoos  to  cystic  bronchocele,  and,  like  it,  is  far  more  amena- 
Ue  to  the  injection  than  to  the  administration  of  the  drug» 
It  dKrald  be  borne  in  mind,  I  think,  in  cases  of  sterility  where 
tbe  stromoiiB  diathesis  exists. 

5.  The  group  of  symptoms  I  £ave  described  as  constituting 
tbe  iodism  of  Coindet  and  Billiet  point  to  its  action  on  the 
Mrrous  and  circulatory  systems,  and  on  the  blood  itself. 
Ibosseau  compares  them  to  false  chlorosis,  simulating 
plrthiais.  The  tremors  suggest  mercurial  palsy  and  paralysis 
igitans,  and  perhaps  chorea,  in  which  affection,  and  in  somo 
ttaes  of  paralysis,  Manson  has  found  it  very  useful.  I  often 
give  it  with  adyantage  in  the  chronic  congestiye  vertigo  of  old 
people.  It  ought  to  be  (perhaps  in  high  dilution)  beneficial 
in  insomnia,  and  in  hypochondriasis  of  the  kind  it  causes. 
It  may  be  useful  in  palpitation;*  and  Dr.  Gt)ullon's  case 
iQggests  its  power  over  the  muscular  substance  of  the  heart, 
vkich  perhaps  explains  the  undoubted  good  done  by  Iodide  of 
Potassium  in  internal  aneurism.  I  have  one  of  the  innominata 
low  imder  care,  in  which  great  relief  has  been  obtained  by 
flie  persistent  use  of  this  remedy,  in  grain  doses  twice  a  day ;. 
ttd  it  is  worth  noting  that  Dr.  Neligan  speaks  highly  of  the 
fioiodide  of  Mercury  in  the  treatment  of  organic — especially 
nhnlar — disease  of  the  heart.  The  Iodine  is  surely  the  pre- 
foient  agent  in  this  preparation.  I  shall  have  also  to  speak 
of  Spongia  as  a  cardiac  remedy. 

I  haye  now  done  with  Iodine — ^this  drug  which  M.  See^ 
le-echoing  Hahnemaim,  calls  an  "heroic  but  dangerous. 
Medicine,  requiring  the  greatest  prudence  on  the  part  of  the- 
lliTiician."  Here  again  magis  venenum^  magis  remedium^ 
Iodine,  so  recently  discoyered,  already  stands  in  the  front 
^"^  of  therapeutic  agents;  and  I  know  of  none  which 
^Qmises  so  much  in  the  future. 
A  word  before  closing  on  the  iodides.    The  compound 

*  "In  a  cue  altogether  exceptional/'  Trousseau  writes,  '*  M.  Rilliet  has 
'^  palpitation  cease,  instead  of  appearing  or  increasing,  under  iodism  :. 
^  patient  was  one  habitually  subject  to  it." 


446  lODiUM. 

Iodine  forms  with  Potassium  has  already  come  befoie  iis»  and 
the  substitution  of  Sodium  or  Ammonium  makes  little  diffiar- 
enoe  in  the  result.  With  the  alkaline  earths — aa  BariaaaDd 
Calcium ;  with  the  metals — as  Iron,  Mercoij  and  Lead;  tad 
with  Sulphur,  Iodine  forms  compounds  which  owe  their  energf 
mainly  to  their  bases,  though  its  presence  giyea  them  a  sobm- 
what  distinctiTe  character  and  special  direction.  The  Iodide 
<xf  Oarbon  forms  a  substance  quite  unique,  save  as  it  com- 
sponds  with  the  sulphide  of  the  same  element,  which  Im 
already  come  before  us.  It  is  imknown  to  medicine.  Butrf 
all  iodic  compounds  the  most  important  is  cod-liver  oil — 

Oleum  je&ms  a$eUi.  When  this  potent  therapeutic  sgesl 
was  first  introduced  into  practice,  it  was  a  common  opinioo 
that  its  peculiar  virtues  were  due  to  the  Iodine  it  ocmtainei 
To  the  homoeopathic  physician,  the  infinitesimal  proportioii 
(one  part  in  40,000)  in  which  the  drug  existed  occasioned  no 
difficulty ;  and  he  could  point  triumphantly  to  the  peif eet 
homoeopathicity  of  Iodine  to  most  of  the  maladies  in  whidi 
ood-liver  oil  was  found  beneficial.  Of  late  years,  howerer,  so 
much  evidence  has  accumulated  as  to  the  importance  of  oilf 
matters  in  the  nutritive  operations,  that  it  has  become  mod 
■among  ourselves  as  well  as  in  the  old  school  to  r^ard  ood  o3 
as  a  purely  dietetic  agent.  I  cannot  myself  subscribe  to  thii 
conclusion.  Without  questioning  for  a  moment  the  gret^ 
value  of  an  easily-digested  animal  oil  as  an  article  of  diet  is 
badly  nourished  frames,  I  do  strongly  doubt  whether  the 
whole  virtues  of  cod-liver  oil  can  be  ascribed  to  this  modeo^ 
action.  When  we  remember  that  in  a  teaspoonful  of  this  oO 
we  are  administering  a  dose  of  Iodine  equal  to  a  drop  and  i 
half  of  its  third  decimal  dilution,  and  that  we  are  genenllf 
giving  it  in  cases  to  which  the  drug  is  thoroughly  homiBO- 
pathic,  can  we  doubt  that  it  exerts  a  curative  action  ?  li^ 
disbelieve  this,  we  have  no  reason  for  believing  in  the  tuAc^ 
of  infinitesimals  anywhere.  Moreover,  were  it  the  oleagino^ 
matter  per  ae  which  cures,  why  should  all  attempts  to  find  a 
^substitute  for  the  oil  of  fishes  be  so  unsuccessful  P  and  ^ 
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¥18  it  ihat  the  first  disease  in  which  cod  oil  won  its 
laurels  was,  not  scrofula  or  phthisis,  but  chronic  rheumatism  p 
I  oondudey  then,  that  the  yirtues  of  cod-liyer  oil  are  due,  in  a 
great  measure,  to  the  Iodine  which  it  contains,  and  that  the 
pMJiogenesj  of  this  drug  should  always  be  borne  in  mind  in. 
<far  prescription  of  the  oil.  Iodine  will  obviously  be  given 
lest  in  the  form  of  cod4iTer  oil  where  there  is  much  wasting, 
HB  we  then  introduce  at  one  and  the  same  time  both  the 
ipedfic  to  oure  the  pathological  tendency,  and  the  most  suitable 
pabulum  wherewith  to  repair  the  material  injury  done  to  the 
<«giiii8m  by  the  raerages  of  disease. 
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LECTUEE  XXV. 

IPECACUAMHA,   IRIS,   KAU   BICHROMIOnil. 

I  HAVE  to-dajr  to  bring  first  before  jou  the  famouB  medicbft 

Ipecacuanha. 

From  the  powdered  bark  of  the  root  a  tincture  is  madebf 
percolation ;  or  (which  I  think  better)  we  triturate  it. 

There  is  a  pathogenesis  of  Ipecacuanha  in  the  third  vohm 
of  the  Beine  ArzneimiUeUehTe.  It  contains  146  symptoms  from  • 
Hahnemann ;  46  from  3  fellow-observers ;  and  41  from  U 
authors.  Of  the  last,  those  of  G^offiroj,  Scott,  and  MuniJ 
are  alone  to  be  depended  on ;  the  rest  are  too  impure.  Bat 
the  most  complete  collection  of  the  effects,  physiological  vpi 
therapeutical,  of  the  drug  is  that  of  Dr.  Imbert-Qourbejio* 
It  has  been  reprinted  in  a  separate  form  (Paris :  Bailliire  aoi 
Son)  from  L*Art  MSdical  for  1868,  where  it  first  appealed; 
it  is  also  translated  in  vols,  xxvi — ^xxviii  of  the  BrUish  JovotmI 
of  Homoeopathy.  In  one  of  these  shapes  it  should  be  befoie 
you  in  your  study  of  the  medicine ;  and  my  remarks  here  ^ 
to  a  large  extent  be  a  summary  of  and  commentary  <ni  i^ 
contents. 

1.  I  must  first  speak  of  the  relation  of  Ipecacuanha  ^ 
Tomiting.  It  has  long  been  known  as  a  certain,  though  taidf 
and  mild,  emetic ;  and  has  been  used  accordingly.  An  inter* 
esting  paper  was  furnished  to  the  Medical  Obiervationt  c»i 
Inquiries  (vol.  ri)  showing  how  small  were  the  doses  needed  to  ' 
effect  this  purpose,  from  two  to  four  grains  nearly  always  jxof* 
ing  sufficient.    Physiological  investigation  has  since  pioiw 
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lat  this  action  is  specific,  tliat  is,  it  is  set  up  when  the 
rug  is  introduced  into  the  system  otherwise  than  through 
le  stomach.  But  it  has  also  proved  that — unlike  Tartar 
netic  and  Apomorphia — ^Ipecacuhana  always,  however  intro- 
loed,  excites  vomiting  through  the  stomach.  Divide  the  pneu- 
xigastrics,  so  that  their  gastric  extremities  shall  not  be  im- 
tBBsionable ;  and  no  vomiting  can  be  set  up  by  Ipecaciian, 
hile  the  two  other  emetics  act  as  usual.*  This  explains  why 
pecacuan  operates  so  much  more  freely  and  quickly  when 
itioduced  into  the  stomach  than  when  injected  subcu- 
ineously,  while  exactly  the  opposite  is  true  of  the  others. 

Other  investigations  have  shown  what  is  the  nature  of  the 
ctum  of  the  drug  on  the  stomach.  An  increased  production 
i  gastric  mucus  is  the  usual  effect  in  man ;  but  the  catarrhal 
iitoe  of  this  is  shown  by  experiments  on  animals,  in  whom 
k  hypodermic  injection  of  emetia  (the  alkaloid  of  Ipecacuan) 
ittes  a  slight  inflammation  of  the  gastro-intestinal  mucous 
ittiibrane. 

The  emetic  action  of  Ipecacuanha  was  naturally  seized  upon 
^%poini  d*appui  for  the  application  of  similia  similtbu8f  and 
horn  Hahnemann's  time  onwards  it  has  been  the  main  remedy 
■ft  the  homoeopathic  school  where  vomiting  had  to  be  checked. 
Bot  it  was  a  curious  thing  to  see  the  practice  adopted,  small 
kie  and  all,  by  the  practitioners  of  traditional  medicine. 
Vlun  Dr.  Binger,  in  the  first  edition  of  his  Manual  of 
lerapmtief ,  stated  that  several  forms  of  vomiting  could  be 
iied  by  drop  doses  of  Ipecacuanha  wine;  and  when  subse- 
tattly  his  experience  was  echoed  from  all  parts  of  the 
Oimtry,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  small  end  of  the  wedge  made 
H  effective  entrance.  If  this  were  true,  there  was  no  reason 
'kj  any  other  piece  of  homoeopathic  medication  might  not 
0  true ;  and  the  iutOf  eitoy  et  jucunde  of  the  practice  was 
bfioos.  A  feeble  attempt  was  made  to  evade  the  inference 
f  ascribing  to  Ipecacuan  a  "  tonic  effect  on  the  sympathetic 
Mem  generally."     Under  the  cover  of  this  shield  casts 

%  ziii,  282 ;  Bee  also  8t.  Sartk.  Sotp.  SeporU,  r  and  vii* 
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illastratiye  of  the  practice  were  for  a  time  admitted  into  the 
pages  of  the  PraetUioner,  even  from  homoBopathic  aoaron. 
But  when  it  appeared  to  be  suoeessfol  in  dotes  too  imall  for 
even  *'  increased  frequency  of  administration  **  (1^  no  wtma 
always  present)  to  bring  them  up  to  an  orthodox  amooit^ 
and  when  Tartar  emetic  (to  which  no  ingenuity  could  asoike 
a  tonic  action)  was  shown  to  have  a  similar  effecty  the  gromd 
became  dangerous ;  and  the  subject  was  abruptlj  dropped. 
De  mortuM  nil  nisi  hotmm  would  never  be  mj  wish  man 
strongly  than  in  the  case  of  Anstie ;  but  I  most  regretfullf 
feel  that  in  this  instance  prejudice  was  too  much  for  Ui 
candour. 

While,  therefore,  the  older  treatises  on  Materia  Medioi 
spoke  of  Ipecacuanha  only  as  a  means  of  causing  TomifciDgy 
their  successors  all  derote  some  space  to  showing  how  it  vmj 
check  it.  To  Dr.  Binger's  catalogue  of  the  forms  of  tke 
trouble  in  which  it  is  useful  or  useless  we  can  subdI^ 
subscribe.  The  former  embraces  the  Yomiting  of  pregmoMj, 
suckling,  and  menstruation,  that  of  acute  catarrh  and  Gsnoer 
of  the  stomach,  of  whooping-cough,  of  chronic  alcohdflOy 
and  of  simple  debility:  the  latter  consists  of  the  vcnnitiBp 
of  infants  from  intolerance  of  milk,  and  that  of  hystem- 
But  I  cannot  at  all  agree  with  Dr.  Phillips  that  it  ii 
almost  solely  when  the  vomiting  is  sympathetic  tkit 
Ipecacuanha  is  useful.  That  of  chronic  alocAolism,  litiA 
he  himself  specifies,  is  surely  as  much  gastric  as  nermok 
On  the  contrary,  I  should  say,  the  more  purely  sympa- 
thetic the  yomiting  is,  the  more  it  is  effected  by  i> 
impression  on  the  nervous  centre  of  the  action  which  does  net 
take  the  route  of  the  stomach,  the  less  valuable  IpecacoiBl* 
becomes.  Thus  it  is  of  no  avail  in  vomiting  from  ceielittl 
disease.  In  pregnancy,  where  it  is  so  useful,  the  stooudi 
itself  is  always  more  or  less  affected ;  and  even  here  I  S^ 
that  Nux  vomica,  which  meets  the  reflex  nervous  irritatiaiv 
materially  assists  its  action.  Hahnemann  recommended  it 
where  there  is  chronic  disposition  to  vomit  without  bnsiffBg 


IPECACUANHA.  451 

UTTthing  awaj;  and  Dr.  Ouemsey  thinks  constant  nausea 
ehnctoristic  of  it. 

Nor  is  it  for  the  yomiting  only  of  gastric  irritation  that 
^ffunMUiha  kelps  us :  it  goes  a  long  way  in  curing  the 
dmder  itself.  In  acute  catarrh  of  the  stomach,  especially 
ia  diildvQD,  it  wins  the  applause  of  both  schools ;  and  in 
Mpj  dyspepsifld  depending  on  chronic  catarrh  of  the  same 
<agin  it  is  highly  beneficial.  Upon  the  intestines  it  acts 
in  tiie  same  manner.  In  moderate  doses  it  causes  mucoua 
dSmfacea,  with  much  griping,  the  stools  being  often  green  or 
gnoiish  yellow ;  and  when  emetia  is  injected  subcutaneously, 
tbe  intestines  are  always  fotmd  inflamed.  Correspondingly^ 
thu  been  used  largely  ki  the  school  of  Hahnemann  in 
the  mucous  diarrhoea  of  children,  even  when  inflammatory 
QBptomB  appear.  Dr.  Binger's  experience  is  no  lesa 
imrarable.  "The  dysenteric  diarrhoea  of  children,"  he 
viitss,  "whether  acute  or  chronic,  will  generally  yield  to 
hnAj  drop  doses  of  Ipecacuanha  wine.  The  especial 
UitttioDS  for  this  remedy  are  slimy  stools,  green  or  not,  and 
vUi  or  without  blood."  Vomiting,  he  says,  if  present  ia 
^  tdditional  reason  for  giving  it.  It  has  often  been  found 
Mai  in  cholera  nostras,  and  even  in  the  cholerine  which 
fi«fiils  during  the  epidemics  of  the  Asiatic  form  of  the 
fcsML.  Our  excellent  Hindoo  colleague.  Dr.  Mahendra 
hn  Siroar,  has  just  put  on  record  a  case  of  poisoning  by 
ft  grains  of  the  powder,*  in  which  the  symptoms  (save 
^  the  g^reenish  tinge  of  the  stools)  presented,  as  he  says, 
^%  complete  picture  of  cholera  at  the  outset."  Cramps, 
^hdomiiial  and  general,  were  very  marked. 

Ihis  leads  us  to  the  use  of  Ipecacuanha  in  dysentery.  It 
^ts  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  so  preyalent  at  the  end 
4  Ae  serenteenth  century,  that  it  first  won  its  spurs ;  so  that 
^  heeuiie  known  as  the  "  radix  anti-dysenterica."  But  th^ 
(tictice  ere  long  fell  into  neglect  and  disuse,  and  Hahnemann 
^Ould  speak  of  it  in  his  day  as  abandoned.    It  has  been 

*  Calcutta  Journal  of  Medicine,  vii,  447. 


tbo  patient,  falls  into  a  natural  sleep  and  awakes  i 
A  seconJ  dose  is  Komctimos  required ;  but  rarel 
TbiB  Ipecacuanba  treatment  of  djaeotery  is  non 
througfaout  India ;  and  is  vaoat  bigblj  esteemed. 

Is  it  bomcBopathy  P  Hahnemaim  argued  that  I[ 
was  incapable  of  curing  the  essential  sjmptonu  of 
Eiince  it  was  incapable  of  producing  similar  one6 
persoDH.  "  Incapable  "  is  a  perilous  word  to  use 
geneay ;  and  subsequent  experiment  has  shown  t 
cuanha  can  inflame  the  intestines,  so  that  its  i 
dysentery  might  fairly  be  'argued  to  be  that  of  i 
But  I  am  not  aura  whether  we  can  claim  the  preaei 
for  our  method.  The  large  dose  required,  and  the 
gained  by  giTing  it  in  substance,  point  to  a  local  ad 
drug,  which  indeed  (as  Dr.  Noel  de  Mussy  has  poii 
is  often  given  with  advanta^  in  injection.  It  seen 
a  transpiration  of  the  intestinal  mucous  memlnaiie 
to  that  seen  on  the  skin,  and  so  to  promote  Uie  rei 
the  disease.  Homceopathic  practitionerB  bare  no' 
very  efficacious  in  their  small  doses,  save  aa  an 
other  remedies.  Hahnemann  admits  that  it  maj  di 
quantity  of  blood,  and  relieve  the  tormina,  of  the 
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This  is  an  aetion  very  analogous  to  the  Yomiting  we  have  seen 
ttd  ih»  cough  we  shall  soon  see  caused  hj  the  drug ;  and  like 
these  it  may  be  quieted  by  it,  as  Teste  has  affirmed. 

2.  We  eonoe  now  to  the  action  of  Ipecacuanha  on  the 
mpiiatory  organs.  When  these  receive  it  by  inhalation  as 
tbow  by  ingestion  a  similar  train  of  phenomena  is  wont  to 
^|fwr.  Irritation  of  the  mucous  membrane  is  set  up — in- 
'Qttsed  secretion  going  on  to  catarrhal  inflammation.  But 
>K»e  marked  than  this,  and  often  out  of  all  proportion  to  it, 
iitlieinyolyement  of  the  extremities  of  the  incident  nerves. 
Omtinual  sneezing,  spasmodic  cough,  and  especially  dyspnoea 
of  aiihmatic  kind,  are  the  sufferings  of  those  who  have  the 
liiifortane  to  be  susceptible  to  Ipecacuanha  whenever  they  are 
^Kposed  to  its  emanations. 

Dr.  Imbert-€K>urbeyre  has  collected  numerous  instances  of 

ttis  effect  of  the  drug.    It  is  of  the  contingent  order,  only 

spearing  in  certain  persons.     But  with  them  it  results  omni 

^  They  may  be  at  the  top  of  the  house,  while  Ipecacuanha 

V  being  powdered  on  the  basement:  yet  ere  long  they  will 

hi  the  influence  of  their  enemy.     Sometimes  their  conjunc- 

^  and  Schneiderian  membranes  are  most  affected ;  the  eyes 

:  ^  reddened,  smart,  and  water,  and  there  is  copious  defluxion 

[  hm  the  nose,  with  incessant  sneezing.     More  commonly  the 

I  whence  is  felt  lower  down,  in  dyspnoea,  wheezing,  and 

"^i^li,  ending  in  profuse  mucous  expectoration.    They  suffer 

4e  the  subjects  of  hay-fever  and  -asthma ;  only  the  irritant  is 

■ftferent. 

This  being  so.  Ipecacuanha  should  play  an  important  part 
^  the  disorders  of  the  respiratory  apparatus ;  and  it  does  so 
^i^  both  schools  of  medicine.  In  coryza  it  should  be  given 
^Iwre  sneezing  is  very  troublesome.  In  hay-fever  it  does  all 
Vlat  a  palliative  can  do,  though  nothing  seems  really  curative 
^ve  destruction  of  the  living  matter  which,  in  the  form  of 
Ndlen,  Mr.  Blackley  has  demonstrated  to  be  its  cause.  It  is 
C  great  service  in  croup  and  in  pertussis.  Its  repute  as  an 
^feetic  in  these  disorders  is  probably  due  to  its  dynamic  pro* 
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perties.  For  croup  M.  Teste  stronglj  reoonunendB  the 
alternation  of  Ipecacuanha  with  Bryonia.  There  is  certaiDlj 
a  spasmodic  as  well  as  an  inflammatory  element  in  most  caaes 
of  croup ;  and  as  Bryonia,  which  we  have  seen  to  hare  the 
power  of  setting  up  membranous  inflammation  of  the  lir- 
passages,  controls  the  latter.  Ipecacuanha  may  well  help  hj 
its  influence  on  the  former.  In  whooping-cough  I  have  the 
utmost  confidence  in  it  as  long  as,  or  whenever,  catanfail 
symptoms  are  present.  When  the  oough  is  pure  spasni 
Drosera,  Corallia,  or  Cuprum  is  preferable.  It  is  thus  (often 
in  alternation  with  Aconite)  the  usual  remedy  for  the  malady  in 
its  first  two  or  three  weeks,  and  gives  unequivocal  relief.  In 
simple  spasmodic  coughs  resembling  pertussis,  with  mndL 
retching  and  mucous  expectoration,  Ipecacuanha  is  ottea 
rapidly  curative.  It  is  hardly  suited  to  pure  spasmodic  astibntf^ 
where,  if  it  relieves  the  paroxysm,  it  must  do  so  as  any  otihar 
nauseant  would,  by  inducing  general  relaxation.  Nor  has  it 
power  over  acute  bronchitis.  But  in  bronchitic  asthma  its  XM 
is  most  beneficial,  in  small  frequent  doses  during  the  attttl^ 
and  at  longer  intervals  subsequently.  And  there  are  caaei  d 
bronchitis  which  are  half  asthma,  neuroses  as  much  as  pUo- 
goses ;  and  here  Ipecacuanha  acts  beautifully.  I  have  pot 
one  such  case  on  record  in  the  fifth  volume  of  the  Awuib  of 
the  British  Homceopathic  Society  (p.  199). 

Dr.  Einger  has  lately  extended  the  influence  of  Ipecacoaa 
over  the  disorders  of  respiration,  by  introducing  the  wind 
into  the  chest  in  fine  spray.  By  this  means  he  is  able  greit^ 
to  relieve  and  even  to  cure  chronic  cases  of  vrinter-o(Hi{^ 
where  the  bronchial  membrane  is  always  engorged,  and  tb 
incident  nerves  in  continual  excitement.  The  success  he  b* 
obtained  should  encourage  us  to  repeat  the  experiment,  isi 
perhaps  to  use  the  drug  in  this  form  in  hay-fever  and  in  the 
asthmatic  paroxysm.  It  is  the  more  rational  so  to  do,  as  wehsve 
but  feeble  evidence  of  the  power  of  Ipecacuan  to  cauM  i^ 
spiratory  troubles  through  the  stomach,  whereasy  when  inhaW 
it  does  so  as  we  have  seen  in  the  minutest  dose. 
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I  think  tbat^  both  in  the  digestive  apparatus  and  in  the 
^^tpniory  oarganSy  the  condition  indicating  Ipecacuanha  maj 
be  defined  as  '*  a  moderate  inflammatory  irritation  of  the 
Bmooas  sozlMey  resulting,  through  a  reflex  excitation  convejed 
9  the  incident  neires  of  the  part,  in  yigorous  expulsive 
miseakr  movements." 

8.  I  have  now  to  qpeak  of  the  use  of  Ipecacuanha  im 
Maonfaages.  Dr.  Imberl^iOourbeyTe  has  collected  varioun 
*tinimiieB  to  its  value  here,  and  has  convincingly  shown  it 
I  be  homcBopathic  in  its  modua  operandi.  Several  authors 
Kfe  seen  it  produce  epistaxis  and  hsemopiysis  in  connection 
ith  its  respiratory  troubles;  and  in  an  observation  of  asthma 
nsed  by  its  emanations,  and  lasting  some  days,  it  is  noted 
mi  menstruation  appeared  prematurely,  and  not  only  the 
Nrta^  but  also  the  stools  and  urine  were  sometimes  tinged 
ilh  Uood.  It  is  now  forgotten  in  ordinary  practice;  but 
aoog  homceopathists  it  holds  high  rank  as  a  remedy  in  in- 
■tiiial  hflsmorrhage,  in  hsemoptysis,  menorrhagia  and  me- 
ttrhagia,  and  h»matemesis.  The  presence  also  of  blood  in 
^b^feda  is  always  held  to  strengthen  the  indications  for  it  in 
OBiting,  dysentery,  and  pertussis. 

4.  What  amount  of  direct  action  Ipecacuan  exerts  on  the 
BrvooB  system  in  health  is  imcertain.  But  it  has  found  an 
seMional  place  in  the  treatment  of  neurotic  affections  in  both 
iools  of  medicine,  as  may  be  seen  from  Dr.  Imbert-Qour- 
lyie's  collection.  I  can  speak  only  of  cerebro-spinal  menin- 
ilis  and  of  intermittent  fever.  In  an  epidemic  of  the  former 
issise  occurring  at  Avignon  in  1846-7,  Dr.  Bechet  was  led 
^  ipecacuan  as  the  medicine  most  similar  to  the  symptoms 
SBsent ;  and  he  gave  it  (in  the  mother  tincture)  in  every  case 
ith  SQch  great  relative  success  that  it  was  appropriated  (of 
vne  without  acknowledgment)  by  the  practitioners  of  the 
i  sdiool  in  the  place,  and  vaunted  as  a  specific*  In  ague 
has  long  been  in  esteem  as  an  emetic ;  but  Sauret  at  least 
IS  published  an  obstinate  case  in  which  it  cured  without 

*  See  Brit.  Jamm.  of  Rom,,  xi,  306. 
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causing  nausea  and  vomiting.  Boux  obsexredy  in  the  ame 
journal,  that  such  facts  were  long  since  known  in  the  lekool 
of  Hahnemann.  The  prasence  of  much  gastric  derangementi 
and  vomiting  during  the  paroxysms,  have  always  been  kdd 
to  indicate  it,  also  supervention  of  the  fit  in  the  evening  or 
night ;  but  Jahr  says  that  he  always  commences  with  it  in 
the  treatment  of  ague  unless  some  othor  remedy  is  distinct^ 
indicated,  and  that  by  pursuing  this  course  he  has  cured  manj 
cases  by  the  first  prescription.  Bahr  thinks  its  place  to  be  in 
intermittents  when  epidemic  in  a  district  ordinarily  non- 
malarious.  If  in  any  of  these  visitations  it  cures  the  first  case^ 
it  will  cure  all  the  rest. 

Among  the  miscellaneous  facts  adduced  by  Dr.  ImVert- 
Gourbeyre  in  his  exhaustive  collection  is  one  where  intense  piinf 
with  profuse  lachrymation,  congestion  of  the  eyes,  and  photo- 
phobia going  on  to  blindness  in  one  eye,  and  appearance  of 
iridescent  rings  of  fire  before  the  other,  occurred  three  tunee 
from  exposure  to  the  dust  of  Ipecacuanha.  He  gives  also  ft 
case  of  choroiditis,  where  coloured  haloes  surrounded  aD 
bright  objects,  rapidly  removed  by  the  medicine  in  median 
dilutions. 

The  analogies  of  Ipecacuanha  are  Antimonium  tartaricia^ 
and  Arsenicum. 

The  first  and  second  decimal  triturations,  and  the  M 
decimal  dilution,  answer  well  for  all  the  homoeopathic  aj^- 
cations  of  Ipecacuanha.  The  drop  doses  of  the  wine  made 
80  fashionable  by  Dr.  Binger  are  about  equal  to  a  drop  and 
a  half  of  our  Ix. 

I  come  now  to  a  plant  which,  though  not  peculiar  to  the 
American  continent,  has  been  made  known  as  a  medicine  ^ 
American  practitioners.    It  is  the  common  blue-flag, 

Iris  versicolor. 

A  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  root. 

Iris  has  been  well  proved,  by  Drs.  Burt,  Holcomhe,  Bow- 
land;  and  three  others.    The  record  of  their  experiments  ii 
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in  the  second  edition  of  Dr.  Hale's  New  Bemedies, 
e  fourth  edition  you  caji  read  a  full  account  of  the 
clinical  experience  which  has  been  obtained  with  it. 
i  long  had  a  reputation  among  those  who  employ  the 
IS  plants  of  America  as  a  very  actiye  emetic  and 
^  and  as  an  excitant  of  the  saliyary  and  biliary 
I.  Our  provingSy  while  they  agree  with  this  descrip- 
1  enlarge  and  precisionise  it.  Enlarge, — for  they 
',  the  pancreas  is  irritated  as  much  as  or  more  than 
jy  glands  and  liver.  This  is  shown  by  the  continual 
elt  in  this  region  by  one  of  the  provers,  who  at  the 
e  was  passing  frequent  watery  evacuations ;  and  by 
y  congested  state  of  the  organ  in  animals  poisoned 
And  precisionise, — ^for  they  indicate  the  vomiting 
hcea  of  Iris  to  be  the  result  of  hypersecretion  along 
mtary  tract,  and  that  the  morbid  condition  set  up 
tendency  to  run  on  to  inflammation.  The  vomiting 
cid  ;  and  the  purging  is  accompanied  by  severe  colic 
dng  in  the  rectum.  With  the  salivation  there  is  a 
I  flat,  or  even  greasy  taste  in  the  whole  mouth,  but 
Besides  these  effects  of  the  drug,  it  has  produced 
cial  neuralgia  on  the  right  side,  and  vesiculo-pustular 
I. 

kstro-intestinal  symptoms  of  Iris  were  the  first  to  be 
y  account  in  homoeopathic  practice.  Dr.  Kitchen 
tention  to  them  in  the  North  American  Jawmal  of 
Uhy  in  1851.  He  stated  that  he  found  the  drug  of 
value  in  many  forms  of  vomiting  and  diarrhoea, 
I  which  he  instanced  and  illustrated  from  practice, 
definite  maladies  in  which,  consequent  upon  his 
tfl.  Iris  has  achieved  a  reputation  are  cholera  nostras 
;  headache.  To  the  first  the  drug  is  completely 
ithic,  and  many  testimonies  from  America  coincide 
se  of  Dr.  Lade  and  myself  in  this  country  in  warrant 
iking  efficacy.  About  cholera  infantum  the  evidence 
inflicting.    I  have  myself  been  disappointed  with  it 


tinued  use  will  often   obviate  their  recurrence. 
American  writer  sajB  that  it  rarelj  fails  when  the  b 
'     preceded  bj  a  film  before  the  eyes;     but  that, 
■jmptom  is  absent,  it  will  do  little. 

Iris  has  also  cured  idiopathic  and  mercurial  Bairn 
culo-pustular  cmptioDS,  £adal  neuralgia,  and  atiuai 
onissiona.  It  should  be  thought  of  in  acute  ailecti 
pancreas. 

The  analogues  of  Iris  are  Antimonimn  iarianeiim, 
Ipeeaeuaaha,  Moreuriiu,  and  Podopkj/UMH. 

The  low  dilations  only  have  been  used :  I  mj 
always  employed  the  first  decimal. 

I  have  now  to  introduce  you  to  a  salt  which,  fa 
as  a  caustic  in  the  old  school,  has  through  ph; 
proving  become  among  homteopathists  a  widely 
most  valued  retaedy.    It  is  the  bichromate  of  potasl 

Kali  bichromicum. 

K  is  prepared  bj  trituration  or  aqneooB  solution 
tiiird  potency. 

This  substance  vras  first  proved  in  En^and,  i 
■unerint^THlonnn  nf  TV.  TVvriIaIa.  nn  11   mnn  ami 
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ducted  the  proTing  and  undertook  the  publication,  has 
embodied  in  his  article  all  that  was  known  upon  the  subject 
up  to  that  date.  Of  these  ample  materials  Dr.  Diysdale  has 
enntracted  the  arrangement  of  the  drug  which  appears  in  the 
int  part  of  the  Hahnemann  Materia  Medica,  Numerous 
^liaical  cases  are  appended  there ;  and  a  series  of  others  has 
leea  famished  by  the  sftme  physician  to  the  fifteenth  yolume 
of  the  Brituih  Jowmdl  of  Hamceopaihiy. 

We  have  thus  in  Ka]i  bichromicum  a  fully  proved  and 
Ivgely  tried  medicine.  As  it  may  be  quite  strange  to  many 
of  my  hearers,  I  must  ezpoimd  it  ah.inUio. 

Dr.  Drysdale  well  characterises  it  as  "  a  pure  irritant  to  the 
orgmic  tissues."  Comparing  it  with  Arsenic,  we  observe  that 
Sflorotic,  h»matic,  and  myotic  influences  are  altogether 
looting ;  but  its  sphere  of  tissue-irritation  is  wider,  omitting 
indeed  the  serous  membranes,  but  extending  beyond  the 
ttooous  membranes  and  the  skin  to  the  fibrous  tissues  on  the 
<oe  hand,  and  to  many  of  'the  glands  on  the  other.  I  will 
endeavour  to  describe  its  physiological  actions  imder  these 


1.  The  action  of  Kali  bichromicum  on  the  mucous  mem- 
Ivuies  is  as  marked  as  that  of  Arsenic  and  of  Tartar  emetic. 
It  (muses  a  morbid  increase  in  the  quantity  of  mucus  formed, 
vluch  mucus  sometimes  is  tough  and  stringy,  and  sometimes 
Regenerates  into  pus.  Higher  grades  of  the  inflammatory 
fnxsess  are  seen  in  the  respiratory  mucous  membrane,  and 
(irhen  the  poison  has  been  swallowed)  along  the  alimentary 
tect  In  the  former  region,  false  membranes  have  been 
ftnned ;  in  the  latter,  the  tendency  is  towards  ulceration.  The 
lortions  of  the  mucous  tracts  chiefly  affected  are  the  mouth, 
ttioat,  cardiac  portion  of  the  stomach,  duodenum  and  jejimum, 
^Boi  rectum ;  and  the  whole  respiratory  membrane,  includ- 
ing the  conjunctiva.  These  tozicological  actions  are  well  pic- 
Imedinthe  physiological  provings.  The  provers  have  sore  and 
i^ected  fouces;  sour  eructations  and  heartburn,  slow  di- 
^Vtaon,  bitter   taste,   nausea  and    vomiting,  with  thickly 
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coated  tongue  ;  dysenteric  purging ;  corjza,  hoarseness,  and 
cough. 

2.  The  action  of  Kali  bichromicum  on  the  skill,  like  that  of 
Croton  and  Tartar  emetic,  is  most  fully  displayed  u  tb 
result  of  its  external  application  ;  although,  as  also  withthaa, 
the  effect  is  specific,  and  may  appear  imder  other  circum- 
stances. In  the  account  of  the  English  proving  giyen  in  tbe- 
BrUiah  Journal  of  Homoeopathy  you  will  find  some  colotnel 
engravings  of  the  effects  of  the  poison  upon  the  sidn. 
Papules,  pustules,  and  ulcers  are  the  most  characteiisii^ 
forms :  the  ulcers  have  hard  bases  and  overhanging  edgOr 
are  deep  and  generally  dry. 

3.  The  glands  chiefly  affected  by  Kali  bichromicum  are  tbr 
liver  and  the  kidneys.      On  the  former  its  action  is  vif 
marked.      Here  is  a  group  of  symptoms  occurring  in  oo»  : 
prover  : — "  aching  for  some  days  in  the  right  hypochondriomr  \ 
scanty,  pale,  clay-coloured  stools,  sometimes  twice  a  dftj;  ' 
metallic  taste,  foetid  breath,  and  confusion  in  the  head."  ^ 
animals  poisoned  by  it,  the  liver  is  found  congested,  enlaig^  j 
friable,  of  a  dark  reddish-brown  colour,  but  presenting  on  iti-  j 
surface  whitish -yellow  spots  extending  into  its  substance,  d  ] 
soft  consistence,  and  slightly  depressed.    The  kidneys  aie  alii>  ! 
foimd  intensely  congested,  the  tubular  portion  softened  vA  ■ 
undistinguishable  from  the  rest,  and  the  urine  either  pumkit 
or  altogether  suppressed. 

4.  The  fibrous  tissues  are  much  irritated,  as  shown  hj  ^  \ 
marked  tearing  pains  experienced  by  the  provers,  especiillf  I 
about  the  joints.     Still  more  striking  is  the  effect  upon  tk^  { 
periosteum,  which  manifests  not  only  pain  at  certain  spotir  [ 
but  its  characteristic  hard  swellings.     These  symptoms  U^ 
observed  especially  in  the  parietal,  malar,  and  maxillary  bootfr 
and  in  the  tibia.    I  see  no  evidence  that  Kali  bichromicQ* 
influences  the  bones  themselves  ;  but  its  curious  effects  vfi^ 
the  nasal  septum  show  a  decided  power  of  destroying  ^  i 
cartilages.    Dr.  Drysdale  thus  describes  what  happens  to  A» 
workers  in  chrome.    "  For  the  first  days  there  is  dischaiige*  " 
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water  from  the  nose,  with  sneezing,  chiefly  on  goings 
he  open  air ;  then  soreness  and  redness  of  the  nose^ 
iensation  of  a  foetid  smell.  Then  they  have  great  pain 
ffldemess,  most  at  the  junction  of  the  cartilage,  and  the 
n  ulcerates  quite  through,  while  the  nose  becomes 
icted  by  the  repeated  formation  of  hard  elastic  plugs 
1  by  the  workmen  clinkers).  Finally,  the  membrane 
its  sensibility  and  remains  dry,  with  the  septum  gone,, 
"equently  loss  of  smell  for  years." 
)  pathogenetic  effects  I  have  now  described  are  faithfully 
entedinthecHnicaluseofthedrug.  Kali  bichromicum 
to  service  in  idiopathic  nervous  affections,  or  in  toxeemic- 
.    The  apparent  exception  of  supra-orbital  neuralgia, 

it  has  often  cured  (especially  when  occurring  on  the 
de),  is  probably  not  a  real  one ;  as  this  is  the  neiiralgia 

frequently  induced  by  gastric  derangement.  Two- 
ig  forms  of  cachexia,  however,  are  prominently  pictured 
pathogenesis,  viz.,  syphilis  and  chronic  rheumatism. 
)f  syphilis  Dr.  Drysdale  writes  : — "  the  resemblance  in 
respects  between  the  action  of  this  medicine  and  that  of 
rphilitic  virus,  and  also  ita  analogy  to  Mercury,  would 
IS  to  hope  that  we  may  find  in  it  another  remedy  for 
lisease.  Though  we  would  not  place  any  weight  on  such 
ely  superficial  resemblance,  yet  we  cannot  refrain  from 
Dg  the  likeness  that  the  chrome  ulcer  when  healed 
Qta  to  the  indurated  chancre.  A  more  correct  way  of 
og  of  the  resemblance  is  in  the  further  development  of  the 
tutional  symptoms.  We  have  in  this  remedy  the  rash 
e  skin  ;  then  the  sore  throat,  which  has  been  mistaken 
rphilitic ;  then  the  periosteal  pains ;  then  the  rheuma^ 

and  lastly  the  diseases  of  the  skin,  chiefly  of  the  pus- 
cbaracter,  which  have  the  hard  dark  scab,  and  leave  the 
«8ed  cicatrix.*'  Experience  has  confirmed  the  hope  here 
Med,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  remarks  I  shall  make  upon 
rative  power  over  affections  of  the  throat,  eye,  skin  and 
iteom. 
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n.  The  rheumatoid  pams  induced  hj  Eiali  biehxomicam 
are  so  numerous  and  characteristic^  that  it  can  hard^  bfl  to 
take  its  place  as  a  remedy  for  rheumatic  affections.  E^ 
rience  has  here  also  confirmed  the  indications  of  patbogcneif. 
It  is  espedallj  on  the  middle  ground  between  rheonutia 
and  STphilis — ^in  periosteal  and  syphilitic  rhenmatism— tint 
Kali  bichromicum  plays  so  distinguished  a  part.  It  will  lie 
seen,  however,  that  its  action  is  by  no  means  limited  to  cus ' 
4such  as  this.  The  rheumatism  calling  for  Kali  bichnxmieini 
is  chronic,  and  of  the  ^  cold  "  variety. 

Let  us  now  follow  the  curative  action  of  the  drug  akog 
the  road  we  have  already  traversed  in  describing  its  paflio- 
genetic  effects. 

1.  In  chronic  catarrh  and  ulcerations  of  the  alimentuT 
mucous  membrane  Eali  bichromicum  is  often  our  veiy  bell 
medicine.  The  common  chronic  ulcer  of  the  pharynx  wpSij 
heals  under  its  action.  I  agree  also  with  Drs.  Watike  anl 
Eussell  in  rating  it  very  highly  as  a  remedy  for  syphilitieion 
throat.  It  will  not,  I  believe,  arrest  the  destructive  ukaift- 
tion  sometimes  set  up  (requiring  Mercury  or  Iodine) ;  W 
will  subdue  chronic  inflammation  and  heal  up  superfidil 
ulcers  very  effectually.  Then  it  is  very  useful  in  dyspqai 
and  vomiting  from  chronic  gajstric  catarrh,  where  the  tongtt 
has  a  thick  yellowish  coat,  differing  herein  from  the  white  colt 
of  Antimonium  crudum.  Mr.  Clifton  has  contributed  aooB 
valuable  indications  for  the  medicine  here.*  He  agrees  wiA 
Dr.  Lippe  (of  whose  remarks  I  shall  speak  hereafter)  that  it 
is  especially  useful  in  the  dyspepsia  of  beer-drinken,  ui 
where  weight  (not  pain)  is  complained  of  after  food.  Bs 
notes  that  imder  the  rough  yellow  fur  of  the  tongoe  tbe 
surface  of  the  organ  is  red;  and  he  confirms  the  gen€f» 
experience  of  alternation  of  gastric  sufferings  with  rheumatism 
being  characteristic  of  the  drug.  Kali  bichromicum  is  budlT 
less  useful  in  healing  the  round  ulcer  of  the  stomach,  ti» 
those  of  the  duodenum  resulting  from  bums ;  and  in  cfaroo^ 

*  Monthly  Horn,  Review,  xvU,  164. 
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TkBa  from  intestmal  ulceration  it  vies  with  Mercurius 
xMiTuSy  and  has  effected  some  brilliant  cures. 
tOI  move  striking  is  the  power  of  this  remedy  in  affections 
he  respiiBtory  mucous  membrane.  In  acute  corjza,  and 
itarrh  of  larynx,  trachea,  and  bronchi,  such  as  occurs  in 
lenia^  it  is  often  rapidly  curative ;  especially  (I  think) 
1  the  digestiye  mucous  membrane  is  simultaneously  in- 
ed.  There  is  also  a  large  accumulation  of  eyidence 
ing  to  show  that  it  is  a  potent  remedy  for  true  mem- 
tons  croup, .whether  diphtheritic  or  apparently  primary, 
onot  yet  compare  it  with  Iodine  and  Bromine  here.  It  is, 
jver,  more  especially  in  the  chronic  affections  of  the 
iratory  tract  that  Kali  bichromicum  is  efficacious.  The 
t  indication  for  it  in  these  is  the  tough,  tenacious,  glutinous 
scter  of  the  expectoration,  which  may  often  be  drawn  out 
ng  strings.  Dr.  Meyhoffer  esteems  it  highly  in  chronic 
igeal  catarrh,  and  when  bronchitis  lingers  long  in  a  sub- 
0  condition.  He  administers  it  by  inhalation  as  well  as 
nally.  It  might  be  useful  in  ulceration  of  the  larynx, 
iUtie  or  simple. 

le  lining  membrane  of  the  nose,  and  its  offset  to  the  eyes, 
eiapeutieally  as  well  as  physiologically  a  special  seat  of 
iction  of  Kali  bichromicum.  It  is  very  good  for  chronic 
Ea,  where  the  discharge  is  thick,  yellow,  and  glutinous,  and 
nose  tender.  Used  locally  as  well,  it  has  cured  polypus 
QDn  in  many  instances.*  It  is  worthy  of  trial  in  ozsena 
r  the  same  manner.  The  internal  use  of  the  drug  alone 
?e  nerer  seen  curatiye  of  this  disease ;  though  Mr.  Lord 
d  it  Tery  successful  in  horses,  with  whom  it  is  a  frequent 

See  one  in  Brii.  Joum.  ofSom,^  xxviii,  856.  Dr.  Ransford  has  oom- 
etted  {Brit.  Joum.  of  Mom,,  xxiv,  304)  a  case  which  he  calls 
igoaat  ulceration  of  the  nose/'  cared  by  the  internal  use  of  the 
onate.  I  should  rather  have  called  it  polypus,  possibly  malignant, 
tanaford  has  found  fault  with  this  criticism  (Ihid,,  xxxii,  651) ;  but 
sly  reply  is  to  repeat  testimonies  as  to  the  malignancy  of  the  affec- 
This  I  do  not  question :  I  only  submit  that  it  was  a  polypoid  growth 
rthan  an  ulceratiye  process. 
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occurrence.  In  acute  glanders  affecting  these  subjects  Hfr 
Moore  has  found  it  curatiye ;  and  the  suppurating  nostzili 
and  pustular  skin  of  the  disease  plainly  indicate  it^  at  aoj 
sate  in  alternation  with  the  Arsenicum  or  Trfichesis  required 
by  the  constitutional  condition.  In  th«  sphere  of  the  ep$ 
Kali  bichromicum  stands  high  among  the  remedies  for  catanU 
and  strumous  ophthalmia;  and  its  action  on  the  fibrow 
structures  has  enabled  it  to  cure  even  rheumatic  and  ayphiliiK 
inflammations  of  the  ball.  It  is  especially  useful  in  catairiio* 
rheumatic  ophthalmia. 

The  other  uses  of  the  drug  may  be  more  briefly  punl 
over. 

2.  It  has  often  been  used  with  great  advantage  in  piutolir 
eruptions ;  and  is  a  valuable  remedy,  externally  as  weD  li 
internally  used,  for  ulcers  on  the  legs.  Dr.  Edward  BUb 
has  lately  t  communicated  some  interesting  experienced 
it  in  lupus  non-exedens,  which  he  has  several  times  succeed^ 
in  curing  with  the  5th  decimal  attenuation. 

3.  Kali  bichromicum  is  a  decided  hepatic  medicine,  vaoA 
resembling  Mercurius.  Dull  pain  in  the  right  hypochondrinBr 
especially  when  limited  to  a  small  spot,  and  whitish  stodi^ 
are  indications  for  its  use.  Its  action  on  the  kidneys  b> 
led  to  its  use  in  the  suppression  of  urine  which  sometimei  i 
follows  upon  Asiatic  cholera;  and  so  far  with  apparent i 
success.  I 

4.  The  action  of  Kali  bichromicum  upon  fibrous  tissue  bi^j 
led  to  its  successful  use  in  a  number  of  local  rheumatisini^  { 
and  such-like  maladies.    In  Dr.  Drysdale's  article  you  ^  - 
find  cases  of  rheumatic  headache,  of  lumba^  and  sciatiei» 
and  of  periostitis,  which  have  been  very  satisfactorily  CQisl 
by  it. 

Two  of  our  American  colleagues,  Drs.  Lippe  and  Kitdi60» 
have  within  the  last  few  years  written  upon  Kali  bichromicoo* 
The  concurrence  of  their  experience  is  interesting,  as  ths 
former  uses  the  higher  infinitesimals  while  the  latter  givea 

*  BrU,  Jovm,  of  JTam.,  xzxii,  643, 
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rial  doses.  Dr.  Lippe  compares  its  eruption  to  that 
ly  and  says  that  in  this  disease  the  cough  and  ex- 
i  are  often  such  as  to  indicate  the  drug.  Dr. 
lainly  confirms  our  experience  with  it  in  chronic 
>f  the  respiratory  tract. 

Iphuria,  Kali  iodidumj  and  the  mercurial  preparations 
Bdicines  which  have  most  analogy  to  the  general 
[ali  bichromicum.  In  its  effects  on  the  mucous  mem- 
l  skin  it  resembles  also  Arsenic  and  Tartar  emetic. 
Tdincy  and  Bromine  act  like  it  upon  the  larynx  and 
fercuriiM  on  the  liver  ;  and  Mezereum  lind  Fhi/tolacca 
riosteum. 

mend  by  way  of  dose  the  first  six  dilutions.  The 
t  commonly  used,  except  in  syphilis,  where  the  lowest 
>f  this  salt  and  of  the  neutral  chromate  have  been  em- 
h  most  benefit.  In  acute  affections,  howeyer,  I  nearly 
efer  the  6th.  For  external  use,  as  to  ulcers,  one 
he  pure  salt  to  eight  ounces  of  water  will  be  found 
ig  enough. 
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KALI    CARBONICUtf^   CHLOBICUM,  NITBIOUM,   AND    FEBMAVai^ 
NICUM;  KALKIAj  OLBASOTE,  LAOTUCA. 

Of  the  compounds  of  Potassium  we  have  alreadj  stadiei 
the  iodide,  the  bromide,  and  the  bichromate ;  and  free  potaiii 
itself  has  come  before  us  under  the  name  of  Causticom.  We 
have  now  to  consider  the  remaining  drugs  of  this  order  wliidL 
we  use  in  homoeopathic  practice. 

The  first  of  these  is  the  carbonate, 

Kali  carbonicum. 

It  is  prepared  by  solution  in  distilled  water,  or  bj  trito- 
ration. 

Hahnemann  published  a  '^proving  of  Kali  carbonicom  n 
the  first  edition  of  'the  Chronic  Diseases,  containing  9SS 
symptoms,  a  good  many  of  which  were  contributed  by  BunuDfll 
and  Yon  Gersdorff .  In  the  second  edition  the  list  has  swdbi 
to  1650,  a  few  of  the  additions  being  Hartlaub's  and  €k>aIloii'^ 
but  most  of  them  coming  from  Nenning. 

The  carbonate  of  potash  is  not  credited  with  any  specifis 
action  of  its  own  in  old-school  therapeutics;  but  iscbiirf 
with  the  acetate,  citrate,  and  other  yegetable  salts  of  theaUoH. 
The  only  exception  is  whooping-cough,  where  it  has  soma 
reputation.  This — as  with  cochineal — has  been  sostaiiwi 
in  homoeopathic  practice :  Ton  Bonninghausen  thought  tA 
specially  indicated  where  there  was  much  puffiness  of  ^ 
eyelids  present.  It  is  in  affections  of  the  respiratory  orgaof 
that  it  has  found  its  chief  use.     Dr.  Bayes  commends  it 


KALI  CABBONICUM.  467 

iloeration  of  the  nostrils ;  and  in  a  series  of  cases  of  ozssna 
ilj  published  hj  Dr.  S.  C.  Jones,  in  the  American  Journal 
lonuBopaihie  Materia  Medicay*  Kali  carbonicum  was  the 
«dj  most  freqnentlj  successf nl.    Dr.  Drury  recommends 
a  congh  from  relaxed  uTula.t  Hahnemann  says — *^  it  is 
ilj  that  nlceratlTe  pulmonary  phthisis  can  be  cored  with- 
this  antipsoric,"  and  the  suggestion  has  been  generally 
ied  oat  and  substantiated  by  his  disciples.     It  seems 
jed  that  the  chief  indication  for  it  is — as  with  Stannum — 
iise  purulent  expectoration^  but  also — ^which  is  peculiar  to 
much  pain  in  the  walls  of  the  chest.    It  will  so  often 
ore  these  pains,  and  the  pains  themselves  are  so  frequently 
tritic  in  nature,  that  it  has  come  to  be  thought  that  Kali 
Kxmcum  is  a  true  remedy  for  pleurisy,  and  not  only  when 
irring  in  connection  with  phthisis.     I  suspect  that  it  is 
r  when  the  pleursd  are  affected  by  extension  from  the  lungs 
;  it  proves  useful,  and  that  the  ''  phthisis  "  in  which  it  has 
1  bcmeficial  is  pneumonic  rather  than  tubercular, 
jiother  specific  action  of  Kali  carbonicum  is  that  which  it 
rts  upon  the  ovario-uterine  system.      Hahnemann  com- 
ids  it  in  suppression  of  the  menses,  or  when  these  delay  in 
long  their  first  appearance  at  the  time  of  puberty ;  and  to 
k  negative  conditions  of   the  periodic    function  it   has 
ttaUy  been  considered  applicable.    But  Dr.  H.  Gk>ullon 
\  cC  late  commended  it  to  us  as  no  less  valuable  in  menor- 
gia.$    It  is  spoken  of  very  highly  in  Noack  and  Trinks*^ 
mibuck  for  aching  in  the  back  in  pregnant  women  (an  ex- 
iflooe  I  have  oft^i  confirmed),  and  for  the  effects  of  want 
ene  after  miscarriage  and  childbirth.  • 
Besides  these  more  defined  uses  of  Kali  carbonicum,  it  is 
Medicine  which  not  unfrequently  comes  into  play  in  the 
■fanent  of  complex  cases  of  chronic  disease.    When  the 
■pioms  present  are,  on  consulting  our  repertories,  found  in 

•  Oct  and  Nov.,  1876. 

t  jMuda.  iy,  543. 

X  See  Brit,  Jaum,  ofSom^  xzt,  515. 
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its  pathogenesis,  we  may  generally  use  it — ^preferably  in  the 
Mgher  dilutions — with  good  hope  of  benefit.  A  good  many 
such  cases  hare  been  at  yarious  times  contributed  to  the 
AUgemeine  homoopathiache  Zeitung  by  Dr.  Schelling,  who  is 
an  enthusiast  for  the  medicine.  Dr.  Guernsey  considers  the 
sharp,  stitching,  jerking  pains  we  have  seen  it  removing  from 
the  walls  of  the  chest  an  indicationfor  its  employment  generaUj. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  that  OausHcum  is  not  so  dose  an 
analogue  of  Kali  carbonicum  as  their  chemical  relationsh^ 
would  suggest.  Natrum  muriaticum  and  Stannum  are  perhapi 
the  medicines  which  most  resemble  it. 

As  Kali  carbonicum  was  used  by  the  earlier  Hahnenum* 
nians  much  more  than  it  is  now,  I  should  have  supposed  that 
the  higher  dilutions  were  the  most  efficacious.  Dr.  Cloltf 
Midler,  however,  writes : — "  as  long  as  I  employed  thi^rmeS- 
-cine  in  6  or  30, 1  saw  little  or  no  benefit.  But  since  I  hate 
for  many  years,  by  Dr.  Gruber's  advice,  given  it  in  1  and  2, 1 
have  seen  better  results,  especially  in  some  cases  of  pol* 
monary  tuberculosis."  Dr.  Bayes,  also,  seems  quite  satisfied 
with  the  third  and  lower  potencies. 

Before  passing  to  other  salts  of  potash  which  have  an  lA- 
dividuality  of  their  own,  I  would  mention  that  the  presenee 
of  this  substance  as  a  natural  constituent  of  the  body  htf 
given  it  a  place  among  Dr.  Schussler's  "  tissue-remediea.'' 
He  uses  the  chloride,  phosphate,  and  sulphate  (Kali  moiii^ 
ticum,  phosphoricum,  sulphuricum)  ;  and  thinks  the  first  cf 
great  value  in  croupous  inflammations  of  mucous  membrase 
and  severe  affections  of  the  skin ;  the  third  in  catarrhs  aid 
superficial  disorders  of  the  same  parts ;  and  the  second  in 
nervous  debility  and  septic  conditions  of  the  blood.  I  mentaon 
these  points,  though  Dr.  Schussler's  structure  seems  to  OM 
much  founded  on  guess-work.  The  large  proportion  of  potash 
normally  present  in  muscle  is  the  only  fact  of  the  kind  wbidt 
I  should  regard  as  practically  significant. 

We  come  now  to  the  chlorate  of  potash. 


KALI   CHLORICUM.  469 


Kali  chloricum, 

h  alao  is  prepared  bj  trituration  or  aqueous  solution, 
proring  of  Kali  cUoricum  was  published  in  the  sixteenth 
me  of  Stapfs  ArehiVi  by  Professor  Martin  of  Jena.  Eleven 
018  took  part  in  it,  using  the  crude  drug. 
le  chlorate  of  potash  was  found  by  SteTens,  when  taken 
Daily,  to  give  the  venous  blood  an  arterial  hue  ;  and  the 
result  was  obtained  by  O'Shaughnessy  when  he  injected 

0  the  vessels  of  animals.  Taking  this  in  connection  with 
orge  amount  of  oxygen  it  contains,  and  the  readiness 
which  it  parts  with  it,  the  salt  was  supposed  to  be  a 
B  of  conveying  oxygen  to  the  blood  and  tissues;  and 
[iven  accordingly  in  scorbutic  conditions,  and  in  scarlet 
sther  adynamic  fevers  and  diphtheria.  This  theory  is 
considered  invalid,  as  the  salt  is  found  unchanged  in  the 
.  But  practical  men  seem  no  less  to  believe  in  its  power 
proving  cachectic  states  of  the  system ;  and  give  it  ac- 
igly  in  such  diseases  as  syphilis,  cancer,*  and  phthisis 
i  the  general  condition  is  of  this  nature.  Dr.  Charles 
lale  and  Mr.  Allingham  treat  infantile  syphilis  with  this 
ane  alone,  and  with  excellent  results  ;t  Drs.  Cotton  and 
ihers  find  it  very  beneficial  in  phthisis  occurring  in  pa- 

1  of  broken-down  constitutions.  I  venture  to  suggest  that 
gent  of  these  effects  is  not  the  oxygen  of  the  drug,  but 
hlorine.  The  liberation  of  this  gas  when  hydrochloric 
8  applied  to  the  salt  is  well  known,  and  it  finds  plenty  of 
idd  in  the  stomach.  Chlorine  water,  prepared  by  mixing 
wo  in  aqueous  solution  before  administration,  is  in  the 
repute  as  chlorate  of  potash  in  acute  disease,  and  might 
Kke  effects  in  chronic.  This  view  is  further  supported 
B  deodorizing  influence  of  the  chlorate  when  applied  in 
on,  which  is  well  known,  but  nowhere  better  illustrated 

See  Brit.  Journ.  of  Horn.,  xxy,  518. 

Treatment  of  Syphilis  without  Mercury,  (Ist  ed.),  pp.  130—132. 
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than  in  a  paper  by  Mr.  Evan  Fraser,  in  the  eighteenth  Tolmne 
of  the  British  Journal  of  Sorrueopathy.  It  is  far  more  likely 
that  chlorine  is  at  work  here  than  oxygen,  for  the  foul  nr- 
f aces  are  already  freely  exposed  to  the  latter  element.  The  iimII 
quantity  required  for  this  purpose,  moieoTer — ^Mr.  Fnier 
findfl  ten  grains  to  a  pint  of  sufficient  strength — quite  oone- 
sponds  with  the  fact  that  the  larger  part  of  the  doses  ordinadtf 
given  passes  out  unchanged  in  the  urine.  The  deGompontkn 
of  a  very  small  quantity  would  liberate  chlorine  enough  to  do 
plenty  of  work. 

However,  whether  it  be  chlorine  or  oxygen  by  which  the  aitt 
influences  cachectic  conditions,  the  practice  seems  to  bekni 
to  iatro-chemistry  rather  than  to  dynamism  and  homcBO* 
pathy.  But  we  can  justly  claim  for  the  latter  a  still  heM 
established  use  of  chlorate  of  potash — its  power  over  siomaiilk. 
I  will  state  this  in  the  words  of  Dr.  Binger.  "  It  is  of  sgnl 
service  in  mercurial  and  simple  salivation,  in  ulcerative  sto- 
matitis and  aphthsB.  It  is  particularly  useful  in  ulcerati(m  d 
the  edges  of  the  gums.  The  influence  of  the  chlorate  on  iUs 
form  of  ulceration  is  almost  magical :  in  one  or  two  dajs  ii 
cleans  the  dirty-looking  sores,  and  heals  them  in  a  day  ortvo 
more.  It  is  said  to  cure  follicular  and  phagedenic  ulcenUiai 
like  a  charm."  Let  me  now  read  you  a  case  reported  in  At 
Medical  Times  and  Gazette  for  May  22nd,  1858.  A  child  had  beei 
taking  from  March  16th  to  May  18th  three  times  daily  at  fink 
ten  and  then  five  grains  of  the  saltier  strumous  ophthalmia 
"  On  May  18th  she  came  with  a  very  sore  mouth.  The  salift 
dripped  from  her  lips,  there  were  numerous  follicular  akxn 
on  the  tongue  and  inside  of  lips,  and  one  large  one  occupied  i 
surface  the  size  of  a  shilling  on  the  back  part  of  the  dorsum  d 
the  tongue.  The  salivary  glands  were  enlarged  and  tender, 
and  the  mouth  full  of  saliva,  although  the  ptyalism  was  oo^ 
extreme  nor  were  the  gums  sore.  In  this  latter  respect  and 
in  the  existence  of  the  larger  ulcers  on  the  tongue,  the 
stomatitis  differed  from  that  caused  by  mercury."  Nor  is  thii 
an  isolated  occurrence.    Mr.  Hutchinson  mentions  it  as  ft 
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moos  fact  that  chlorate  of  potash  causes  a  f  onn  of  stomatitis 
)ij  similar  to  that  which  it  cures  :*  Stevens  sajs  that  it 
ddens  the  gums  even  more  readily  than  mercury ;  and  sali- 
^Km  is  ascribed  to  it  by  seyeral  writers.  It  is  eliminated 
'  this  secretion  as  freely  as  by  the  urine. 
I  hardly  know  whether  Kali  chloricum  is  as  much  usfed  in 
p  homoeopathic  treatment  of  affections  of  the  mouth  as  it 
•erres  to  he.  I  never  require  any  other  medicine  for  simple 
onatitis — ^that  exudative  inflammation  of  the  buccal  mucous 
nibrane  which  the  French  call  "  muguet."  I  have  lately 
md  it  very  beneficial  in  one  of  those  rare  cases  of  epithefiaf 
generation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth  which 
get  has  described  as  often  forerunning  cancer,  and  an 
tence  of  which  Dr.  Cooper  has  mentioned  as  cured  by  him 
k  Muriatic  add.  In  my  case  I  gave  that  medicine  with 
le  effect.  Mr.  Fraser  thinks  that  Kali  chloricum  has  a 
scific  power  over  ulceration  in  this  region,  and  gives  a 
id  case  where  the  process  in  the  throat  of  a  syphilitic  patient 
t  arrested  by  it. 

Ihe  pathogenesis  may  possibly  guide  us  to  further  uses  of 
^wtit.  Dr.  Drysdale  has  recordedf  a  case  of  facial  paralysis, 
gfaming  with  face-ache,  in  .which  a  rapid  cure  was  effected 
tile  first  decimal  trituration  of  Kali  chloricum  after  the 
iae  of  Belladonna  and  Bhus.  He  was  led  to  the  medicine, 
t  by  the  paralysis,  which  it  has  not,  but  by  the  presence  of 
idemess  on  touch  or  pressure  of  the  affected  side,  which  is 
Munent  among  its  symptoms. 

bt  its  action  on  the  mouth  Kali  chloricum  has  for  analogues 
fnnryy  lodinCy  Nitric  and  Muriatic  acidy  and  Iris. 
Ihe  first  decimal  trituration  has  been  that  which  I  have 
vtysused. 

Ibe  third  salt  of  Potash  which  comes  before  us  to-day  is 
I  lutiate — ^the  saltpetre  or  nitre  of  common  parlance — 

•  Lancet,  March  13,  1868. 
t  Brii,  J<mm^  xxy,  p.  816. 
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Kali  nitricum. 

The  nitre  of  the  shops,  dissolTed  in  hot  water  and  deposited 
in  crystals  as  it  cools,  is  triturated  for  our  use. 

Nitre  is  one  of  the  best-proved  medicines  we  hare.  The 
pathogenesis  in  the  second  edition  of  the  Chronic  Duatf^ 
contains  588  symptoms  from  Schreter,  Tietze,  and  NemuDg 
(Tcry  few  being  from  Hahnemann),  and  122  from  aathois.  A 
second  pathogenesis,  obtained  by  ten  persons  from  good- 
sized  doses  of  the  first  trituration,  was  published  in  i» 
Archivy  and  is  translated  in  the  first  volume  of  the  £^ 
de  la  Matiere  Medicate  specifique.  J  org  and  eight  pupils,  aal 
Loffler  with  four  associates,  have  also  contributed  to  iti 
proving,  besides  Alexander  of  old ;  and  numerous  cases  d 
poisoning  with  the  salt  are  related  in  the  Bevue  (p.  336)  and 
by  Hempel. 

Before  I  practised  homoeopathically,  Nitre  was  a  veiy 
favourite  remedy  of  mine  in  the  febrile  affections  d 
childhood.  I  supposed  it  to  act  chemically  on  the  hot  asd 
hyperinotic  blood,  and  dynamically  on  the  excited  circulatka- 
I  sec  no  reason  for  supposing  that  I  was  wrong.  Hahnpmatt 
says  that ''  inasmuch  as  the  production  of  cold  in  the  systo^ 
is  the  primary  effect  of  Nitrum,  its  action  in  inflaminai<Af 
fevers  must  be  palliative  only."  It  is  so ;  but  in  thess 
ephemeral  affections  a  palliative  answers  much  the  saia^ 
purposes  as  a  curative,  as  Hahnemann  himself  has  stfd 
in  reference  to  Opium.  I  have  belter  remedies  now ;  bak  1 
remember  with  affection  my  formerly  used  Nitre. 

I  confess,  moreover,  that  I  have  not  found  a  place  for  it  * 
my  new  therapeutics  ;  nor,  it  would  seem,  have  others  in  oat 
school.  There  is  little  trace  of  its  use  in  homcwpatto 
literature  :  Bayes  and  Teste  omit  it  altogether,  and  EetojA 
and  Espanet  give  but  theoretical  indications  for  its  employ- 
ment. All  I  can  do,  therefore,  is  to  tell  you  what  has  be© 
ascertained  as  to  its  physiological  action. 


r"' 
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Nitre  shows  the  general  properties  which  are  now  recognised 

^belonging  to  the  salts  of,  potash:  it  paralyses  the  spinal 

cord  and  the  heart,  arresting  the  action  of  the  latter  m  diastole. 

This  effect — seen  best  in  experiments  on  animals — is  pretty 

<^lm<ms  in  the  poisonings  and  provings.    It  further  acts  like 

tlie  alkalies  generally  on  the  blood,  exerting  there  a  spoliative 

ind  antiplastic  influence.     This  was  well  exhibited  in  the 

ptmngs    of  Loffter,  where  the  blood  was  examined;    the 

general  symptoms  of  aneemia  were  fully  developed.    Itis,^ 

moreoTer,  an  undoubted  diuretic.    The  irritant  influence  on 

iiie  kidneys  suggested  herein  is  also  manifested  elsewhere, — ^in 

poisonings  by  gastro-enteritis,and  in  proTings  by  irritation  of 

the  respiratory  mucous  membrane  (including  the  conjunctiva), 

the  testicle  and  epididymis,  the  joints,  and  (in  one  instance)  the 

ttUTary  glands.    There  was  often  much  pyrexia.    In  one  case 

<i  poisoning  there  was  acute  oedema  of  the  whole  body ;  in 

another,  after  recovery  from  the  first  effects,  chorea  and  great 

irritability  of  temper. 

From  these  facts  therapeutic  indications  may  yet  be  drawn. 
Some  hints,  moreover,  for  dynamic  uses  of  the  salt  may  be 
got  from  its  reputation  in  old-school  therapeutics.  Its  action 
is  acute  rheumatism  is  hardly  that  of  a  mere  alkali ;  and 
Aknnder  and  Frank,  among  its  provers,  have  experienced 
fveat  pains  in  joints  and  muscles.  The  value  of  nitre-paper 
in  reheving  asthma  is  undoubted,  and  is  not  traceable  to  any 
known  action  of  the  drug ;  Hahnemann  mentions  asthma  as 
^morbid  state  especially  calling  for  it.  It  has  been  praised 
iB  enuresis,  to  which,  if  that  affection  be  paretic  in  nature,  it  is 
fmely  homoeopathic. 

I  hope  that  thus  we  may  some  day  find  a  place  for  Nitre 
tmong  our  remedies,  and  that  its  extensive  provings  may  not 
ihvays  remain  barren.  At  present  I  can  say  nothing  about 
tllied  medicines  or  dose. 

The  permanganate  of  potash, 


wliicli  you  maj  read  in  tLe  twenty-fifth  volume  of 
Journal  of  Hmtieeopaihy.  Its  power  is  Bhown  h 
up  afute  inflammaitioti  of  the  throat,  extending  t 
]aijiLZ,  and  BaJivary  glands,  and  aJoiig  the  Eustai 
With  these  ajmptoins  there  were  diuresis  and  ol 
Btq>ation.  Putting  together  this  elective  afSnilj  ft 
and  its  neighbourhood,  and  the  chemical  power 
in  ditaolving  the  false  membrane  and  destroying  1 
emanations  of  diphtheria.  Dr.  Allen  tried  it  in 
case  of  the  malignant  form  of  this  disease,  vit 
npid  and  brilliant  results.  Tlie  usual  remedie 
given  without  effect:  the  odour  of  the  breath  ] 
idmost  unbeaiable ;  a  dark-coloured  offiensiTfl  di 
set  in,  while,  "  with  Tcmitiog,  fluids  taken  \fj  the 
returned  b;  the  nose,  and  a  general  prostratioii  ai 
the  precursor  of  a  fatal  terminatioQ.  At  Uiis  stagi 
Align,  ■'  I  dissolved  three  grains  of  the  pezmanga 
haJf-glasa  of  water,  and  gave  her  a  teaapoonful 
to  be  repeated  eveij  hour  until  I  saw  her.  Gallec 
found  her  much  improved,  breathing  easier,  and  ■ 
isolation  had  made  its  ^ipearance.  Continued  the  m 
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^erj  three  hours  while  awake^  and  slie  went  on  to  a  speedj 
convalefioence." 

Dr.  Allen  adds :  '^  This  is  only  one  of  a  number  I  could 
delate  treated  witli  the  permanganate,  all  with  equally  good 
iibriHb."  To  my  mind  it  recalls  many  a  case  in  wluch  I  would 
bre  given  anything  for  such  a  medicine,  but  which  went 
down  to  the  grave,  untouched  by  the  ordinaiy  means.  I  have 
mij  had  one  good  opportunity  since  of  trying  it ;  and  though 
fte  (dtect  was  nHf  the  case  was  hardly  a  fair  one  to  be  the  test 
<f  my  remedy.*.  I  have  also  failed  to  meet  with  any  com- 
Mnications  of  its  use,  successful  or  otherwise,  at  the  hands  of 
o&ers. 

DiB.  Drummond  and  Woodgates  speak  highly  of  a  gargle 
of  the  permanganate  (grs.  iv  to  'Syu})  in  ulcerated  sore- 
Hutttt-t 

My  next  medicine,  the  mountain-laurel, 

Kalmia  latifolia, 

lindude  in  my  list  mainly  because  it  has  been  proved  by  Dr. 
OoMftantine  Hering.  His  .pathogenesis,  obtained  by  several 
iKBQBsfrom  the  dilutions  from  the  1st  to  the  30th,  is  contained 
ii  the  Materia  Medica  of  American  Proving^.  This,  by  the 
^y  18  the  collection  I  have  hitherto  spoken  of  as  Esrey'«; 
Ittt  erroneously.  His  is  the  oidy  name  on  the  title-page,  but 
I  perceive  it  is  as  the  author  of  the  appended  Repertory, 
fteh  medicine  was  arranged  by  the  principal  prover  (whose 
^ttie  is  given),  and  the  whole  published  by  the  American 
bititate  of  Homoeopathy. 

Kalmia  sometimes  proves  poisonous  to  animals  eating  it, 
iid  even  to  human  beings  partaking  of  the  honey  of  bees 
lAkh  have  ransacked  its  blossoms,  or  of  pheasants  who  hav^e 
tv6d  upon  it.     From  instances  of  the  latter  kind  it  has  been 

iieertained  to  act  like  Digitalis,  diminishing  the  force  and 

« 

*  See  Brit  Joum,  of  Hom^  zxviii,  736. 
t  MmUhhf  Mom.  Bmnew^  vols,  zi  and  xii. 
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frequency  of  the  heart's  action  in  a  very  marked  manner,  ud 
causing  nausea  and  dimness  of  sight.  Much  pain  is  com- 
plained of  in  the  region  of  the  cervical  yertebnB,  whidi 
suggests  that  like  its  analogue  it  acts  through  the  mednOft 
oblongata.  It  has  been  little  used  in  disease.  Dr.  Hering 
thinks  it  shares  the  relation  of  Ledum  and  Bhododendron  to 
rheumatism,  and  that  it  will  be  found  useful  in  rheumatic 
affections  of  the  heart.  Dr.  Bayjes  says  he  has  found  it  contbi 
in  face-pains  of  this  character,  worse  at  night,  and  seeming 
situated  in  the  periosteum.  Dr.  Eussell  speaks  of  bating 
tried  it  in  a  case  of  nervous  palpitation,  but  with  paidj 
negative  results. 

The  tincture  is  made  from  the  leaves.  Dr.  Bayes  gave  tb0 
third  decimal  attenuation. 

Let  us  now  consider  the  place  occupied  in  spedSe 
therapeutics  by 

Ereasotum, 

of  which  we  make  alcoholic  attenuations  for  use. 

A  proving  of  Kreasote  was  carried  out  on  seven  penotf 
by  the  late  Dr.  Wahle  of  Eome,  and  published  in  tbe 
sixteenth  volume  of  the  Archiv,  Small  doses  only  were  eft- 
ployed.  Much  interesting  matter  is  contained  in  Dr.  Connick'i 
monograph  on  the  drug;  and  Teste's  article  should  hjJI^ 
means  be  consulted. 

The  results  of  Dr.  Cormack's  experiments  on  animalB  leett 
to  me  negative  as  respects  the  medicinal  value  of  'KxeBJKM- 
It  appears  to  suspend  the  functions  of  the  first  organ  throo^ 
whose  capillaries  it  passes,  causing  vertigo  and  stupor  it 
introduced  into  the  carotids,  asphyxia  if  injected  into  tfca 
veins.  These  effects  are  probably  due  to  the  coagulation  c£ 
the  albumen  of  the  blood,  since  Kreasote  exerts  an  inflnence 
of  this  kind  under  all  circumstances.  Upon  this  influenoa^ 
indeed,  the  remedial  powers  of  the  drug  when  applied  locillf 
seem  to  depend.     If  your  experience  leads  you  to  think 
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&Toiirablj  of  these  uses,  pray  do  not  abandon  them  till  you 
get  something  better.  The  point  is  quite  outside  the  domain 
of  honuBopathj :  she  says  neither  yea  nor  nay  to  the  practice. 

When  we  come  to  the  dynamic  effects  of  Kreasote,  however, 
tlie  aspect  of  things  is  changed.  Pereira  is  never  more 
iMiincBopathic  in  his  unconscious  honesty  than  in  treating  of 
the  properties  of  this  drug.  *'  Swallowed  in  large  doses/'  he 
vrites,  **  it  causes  vomiting  and  purging ;"  and  again,  **  when 
the  dose  has  been  considerably  augmented,  dkmrhcea,  or  even 
ijpenteryy  has  been  produced."  And  then  he  goes  on  to  tell 
OS  that  '*  as  an  internal  remedy,  Kreasote  has  been  principally 
.c^brated,  in  this  country,  as  a  medicine  possessing  extraor- 
dinary powers  of  arresting  vomiting ;"  that  in  Sweden  it  was 
bund  veiy  useful  in  a  wide-spread  epidemic  of  dysentery; 
and  that  Mr.  Spinks  and  Dr.  Kesteven  have  published  cases 
of  its  successful  employment  in  common  diarrhcea.  While  to 
crown  all,  we  have  this  sentence : — "  occasionally  it  increases 
the  quantity  of  the  urinary  secretion ;  but  in  diabetes  it  some- 
times has  an  opposite  effect." 

The  power  of  Kreasote  over  vomiting  is  the  only  one  of 

ftese  actions  upon  which  I  need  dwell.    It  is  recognised  by 

tt  irith  our  small  doses  as  heartily  as  by  the  old  school  with 

their  large.    We  agree,  moreover,  that  it  is  m  sympathetic 

lomiting  that  Kreasote  proves  specific — where  the  irritation 

iturts  from  some  other  organ  than  the  stomach.     Thus  the 

vomiting  of  phthisis,  of  cancer  of  liver  or  uterus,  of  pregnancy, 

iod  of  chronic  kidney  disease  is  often  checked  by  it.    I  must 

ttf,  however,  that  I  had  a  chronic  case  of  suspected  cancer 

of  the  stomach  under  treatment,  the  vomiting  of  which  was 

thvays  arrested  by  Kreasote  when  it  became  troublesome.    I 

kBeve  that  some  esteem  Kreasote  very  highly  in  hysterical 

lomiting. 

This  has  been  the  main  homoeopathic  as  well  as  allopathic 
vte  of  Ejreasote.  My  friend  Dr.  Hilbers,  however,  considers 
fliat  it  has  great  power  of  sustaining  the  strength  in 
tome  of  these  exhausting  diseases,  as  well  as  of  checking  the 
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Tomiting;  and  relies  much  upon  it  in  the  treatment  of 
plitliisis.  Like  the  other  antiseptics,  moreoTor  (as  Aneoue 
and  Carbo),  Kreasote'  has  a  dynamic  influence  0¥ar  f<nil  dis- 
charges and  putrescent  processes.  I  once  made  a  very  pretty 
cure  with  it  of  persistent  lochial  discharge,  which  had  becom 
brown  and  offensive.  Dr.  Ghiemsiej  recommends  it  n 
leucorrhoea  of  this  foetid  character,  and  Dr.  Bayes  when  it 
is  corrosive. 

But  we  owe  to  the  fertile  and  original  mind  of  H.  Teito 
a  remarkable  development  of  the  uses  of  Kreasote.  He 
calls  attention  to  the  effects  of  the  continued  use  of  smoU 
meat — "  a  sort  of  scurvy  carrying  off  the  teeth,  foul  hnaliif 
costiveness,  a  general  malaise,  and  a  real  caocdiymia."  Bis 
then  suggests  that  the  power  of  Kreasote  whailocaUyappIiBi 
not  merely  to  relieve  temporarily  the  pain  of  toothache,  but  t» 
arrest  the  progress  of  caries,  i^  of  a  dynamic  nature.  PuttiBg 
these  facts  together,  he  justifies  by  them  the  following  8tat^ 
ments  drawn  from  his  experience : 

1.  Kreasote  is  in  children  of  all  ages,  as  well  as  in  adob^ 
the  chief  remedy  for  odontalgia^  when  it  is  caused  by  caries  d 
the  teeth. 

2.  When  dentition  is  so  badly  performed  as  to  become  i 
disease,  comprising  general  irritation  and  cachexia  with  dft* 
generation  of  the  teeth  themselves,  especially  when  the  chiM 
is  constipated,  Kreasote  is  the  specific  remedy. 

These  statements  I  can  confirm  from  repeated  trials  in  vj 
own  practice,  which  have  yielded  me  almost  unifonn  soooesL 
Dr.  Madden  also  writes  : — ^'  I  like  Kreasote  in  dentition  vei^ 
much.  My  first  case  was  our  own  baby.  She  had  beet 
extremely  fretful  and  irritable  and  sleepless  for  three  or  foff 
days,  and  Ohamomilla  had  done  no  good.  I  gave  Kretsoto 
24,  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  she  was  asleep,  and  slept  elevei 
hours  right  off,  and  woke  cheerful.  The  nurse  was  almost 
frightened,  thinking  I  must  have  given  an  opiate."  I  camM^ 
follow  M.  Teste,  however,  when  he  goes  on  to  extol  Kreasote  si 
*^  the  specific  for  syphilis  in  nursing  children."    If  he  limili 
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it^aaheaeemB  todoflalweqiifintljyto  cases  ^  where  the  disease 
luuufBstB  itself  under  the  exanthematous  form,"  I  shall  not 
dingree.  But  I  have  failed  to  see  any  effect  from  Kreasote 
itpoD  the  jmxfound  cacohymia  which  this  sad  disease  so  often 
manifests. 

U.  Teste  farther  adds  that  Kreasote. is  most  suitable  to 
ddicate  cachectic  diildien :  and  when  given  to  those  of  a 
^7i  ▼igorons,  and  sangnine  constitution,  makes  them  feel  so 
QiooinfortaUe  that  the  exhibition  of  Ferrom  metallicum  as. 
tB  aiitidote  becomes  necessary. 

Ton  will  see  from  what  I  have  now  said  that  I  cannot 
Meept  the  present  identification  of  Kreasote  with  Carbolic 
ittdl  as  a  remedy.  The  two  have  similar  chemical  properties, 
nd  coincide  at  some  points  of  their  spheres  of  action ;  bnt 
fteie  are  quite  distinct.  Closer  analogues  of  Kreasote  are 
Ombo  onimaliB  and  vegdahilis ;  Mercwriua ;  and  PetroUtvm, 

I  have  always  used  the  second  dilution  for  vomiting  and 
vterine  discharges ;  but  have  followed  M.  Teste  in  giving  the 
18th  in  toothache,  and  the  24th  in  morbid  dentition  and 
iiluitile  syphilis. 

I  conclude  this  lecture  with  a  short  account  of  the  virtues 
«f  fte  wild  lettuce, 

Lactuca  virosa. 

The  milky  juice  of  this  plant  and  of  the  milder  Lactuca 
■ilzTa  has  long  been  in  use  as  Lactucarium.  In  homoeopathic 
Ittctioe  a  tincture  prepared  from  the  entire  plant  is  employed. 

The  graieral  knowledge  about  the  action  of  Lactucarium  is 
id  qotomized  by  Pereira.  There  is  a  proving  of  Lactuca  virosa 
]ft  the  fifth  volume  of  the  Hygea;  and  a  summary  of  the 
^^periments,  with  remarks,  is  given  by  I>r.  Seidel  in  the 
ANmai/ttr  ArtneimiUeUehre^  and  translated  in  the  first  volume 
^  ibeBSvue  de  la Matiere  Medicale  sjaecifique.  All  the  provers 
(Hieen  in  number)  took  considerable  doses  of  the  tincture  or 
4itnct 


hour,  tbis  sensation  gave  place  to  an  icy  cold 
stomach  and.  throat.  At  the  same  time,  the  prorei 
a  contraction  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  which  ww 
real  prsecordial  anguish  ;  the  thorax  seemed  con 
n&rrowed,  especial];  while  sitting  with  the  bodj 
felt  a  desire  to  breathe  deeply,  an  ardent  longing 
«r;  and  had  frequent  jawnings.  It  was  noil 
that  the  head  became  confused  and  giddj,  witho 
the  judgment  being  obscured.  He  had  a  sensatio 
one)  of  wayering  in  the  brain,  which  rendered  e 
of  the  body  uncertain,  and  was  accompanied  with 
the  depth  of  the  ears.  After  from  fifteen  to  th 
there  superrened,  in  the  midst  of  eructations  wh: 
slight  relief,  gurglings  in  the  abdomen  with  emia 
lence,  which  last  did  good.  The  pnecordial  angnial 
and  alternated  with  heats,  flying  shootings,  and  i 
cold  in  the  chest.  Deglutition  became  difficult, 
of  any  obstacle  in  the  throat,  but  because  the  mi 
phaiynx  refused  their  office.  Therewere  also  const 
Keeping  himself  seated  with  the  body  bent 
«tomach ;  and  sitting  upright  did  good  to  the 
thorax  could  not  bear  any  pressure ;  there  was  i 
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giew  worse.    This  last  was  characterised  at  one  time  by  con* 

foflion  merely,  at  another  by  painful  pressings.    In  some 

nibjects,  there  was  at  this  time  a  *  clavus  hystericus.'     With 

these  there  were  fulness  in  the  abdomen,  obscuration  of  sight,. 

iod  difficulty  of  breathing.    The  above  symptoms  increased 

up  to  the  third  or  fourth  hour,  and  then  diminished  little  by 

Gttle.    Those  of  the  chest,  especially  the  oppression  and  desire 

to  breathe  deeply,  continued  several  days.     Those  of  the 

tbdomen  went  off  most  frequently  with  emissions  of  flatulence 

or  with  a  scanty  stool,  pappy  or  loose,  which  took  place  the 

fat  day,  and  was  followed  by  a  long  constipation.    During 

fte  first  few  hours,  the  secretion  of  urine  was  restrained,  but 

Irter  it  increased  considerably.     There  was  shuddering,  with 

gnat  prostration  and  lassitude,  for  the  first  days ;  and  in  the 

sights  deep  sleep,  quiet,  sometimes  lethargic ;  but  afterwards 

the  sleep  was  agitated  and  interrupted.     The  pulse  was 

iomewhat  less  frequent  during  the  first  days.   The  disposition 

tttnifested  itself  in  sadness,  anxiety,  and  causeless  chagrin." 

Besides  these  symptoms,  I  note  the  hepatic  sufferings  of 
■tny  of  the  provers :  with  one,  "  the  liver  was  swollen,  hard, 
fte  pressure  of  the  hand  under  the  false  ribs  could  not  be 
lonie,  with  a  rather  pressive  pain." 

The  facts  here  given  warrant  Dr.  Seidel  in  further  saying 
Ant  **  the  pure  milky  juice  of  the  lettuce,  as  it  is  contained  in 
'hctucarium,'  seems  to  act  principally  on  the  brain  and 
■errous  system,  and  to  exert  less  sensible  effects  in  the  vege- 
tiktiTe  sphere  than  preparations  in  which  the  juice  of  the 
nhole  plant  is  employed."  The  observations  summarized  by 
ftreiia  embrace  the  neurotic  properties  only  of  the  drug.  It 
II  regarded  as  a  *'  sedative,"  diminishing  the  force  and  fre- 
fneiicy  of  the  pulse,  and  disposing  to  sleep.  Hence  its  name 
«l  "  lettuce-opiimi."  It  differs,  however,  from  opium  in 
tasing  no  excitement  either  of  brain  or  circulation. 

In  ordinary  practice,  Lactucarium  has  been  employed  as  an 
*t&odyne,  hypnotic,  antispasmodic,  and  sedative;"  but  its 
operation  is  considered  uncertain.     In  the  school  of  Hahne- 


482 


LACTUOA  YIBOSA. 


mann  it  has  hitherto  found  little  if  any  employment,  thoagh 
it  seems  indicated  in  some  forms  of  hepatic  and  pnlmonaiy  eon- 
gestion,  of  clayus,  and  of  cerebral  weakness  with  somnoleDoe: 
At  any  rate,  should  a  repertory  erer  direct  ns  to  it,  we  mi^ 
prescribe  it  with  confidence  that  the  symptoms  are  genubw 
effects  of  the  drag. 

Lactucarium  is  giren  in  doses  of  from  three  to  twentj 
grains.  The  dilution  best  suited  to  obtain  the  homcsc^Niiliie 
.action  has  not  yet  been  ascertained. 


*» 


LECTTJEE  XXVn. 

LACHESIS   AND  THE   SERPENT- POISONS. 

I  SHALL  devote  to-^day's  lecture  to  the  medicine  we  call 
^esis,  taking  occasion  thereby  to  discourse  upon  the 
tedidnal  use  of  serpent-yenom  generally,  and  upon  the  other 
^bers  of  the  family  which,  as  Crotalus  and  Naja  respec- 
^Ij,  have  place  in  the  Materia  Medica  of  Homoeopathy. 

We  prepare  such  substances  by  triturating  the  virus,  or 
inolving  it  in  glycerine.   Alcohol  is  not  considered  a  suitable 
CQstmum  for  the  lower  attenuations  ;  but  it  seems  to  make 
)  difference  when  we  get  into  the  region  of  infinitesimals. 
Of  our  sources  of  information  as  to  the  physiological  effects 

anake-Yenom  we  must  place  first  in  order  the  Wirkungen 
»  Schlangengiftea  of  Dr.  Constantine  Hering.  A  copy  of 
it  rare  book  I  am  able  to  lay  before  you.  Published  in 
<37,  it  contains  a  full  collection  of  the  phenomena  of  snake- 
^  as  observed  and  recorded  by  authors  before  that  time. 
lese  are  arranged  in  the  Hahnemannian  schema,  and  incor- 
rated  with  them  are  also  numerous  symptoms  obtained 
the  author  and  fifteen  fellow-observers  on  both  healthy  and 
I  persons.  Most  of  these,  according  to  the  unfortunate 
Ictioe  of  that  time,  were  got  from  the  thirtieth  dilution, 
dch  was  then  exclusively  in  use  both  for  proving  and  in 
ictioe.  But  some  symptoms  appeared  in  Dr.  Hering 
HMelf  while  triturating  the  venom,  and  some  were  the  result 
•wallowing  it  by  way  of  experiment  mixed  with  cheese. 
Ihis  collection  contains  symptoms  obtained  from  the 
loe-headed  viper,  Liichesis  trigoTiocephahis ;  the  rattle-snake, 
idaXuB  horridus ;  the  cobra,  Naja  tripudians ;  and  from  the 
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Italian  and  German  species  of  viper — Vipera  Bedi  and  kn». 
The  provings  were  mostly  made  with  the  first  of  these.  Tbe 
pathogenesis  of  Orotalus  has  since  been  filled  in  bj  Dr.  Mme, 
of  Brazil,  who  goes  to  work  after  Hering's  fashion ;  and  tbt 
of  Naja,  in  a  way  to  us  far  more  satisfactory,  by  the  late  Dr. 
Eutherfurd  Russell.  The  latter  excellent  proving  appeared 
in  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  volumes  of  the  British  Journal  <f 
Somceopathy.  Besides  his  own,  it  includes  the  symptoms 
obtained  by  eight  male  and  three  female  experimenters.  Tk 
first,  third,  and  sixth  attenuations  were  used. 

Dr.  Russell  prefixes  several  fresh  narratives  of  poisoning  bj 
Cobra-bites.  But  this  branch  of  the  subject  has  reoeiied 
special  attention  of  late.  Dr.  Fayrer's  great  work  on  Tke 
Thafiatophidia  of  India  is  known  to  all;  but,  as  it  is  toa 
much  of  an  edition  de  luxe  to  be  generally  accessible,  I  will 
make  my  references  to  the  narratives  of  poisoning  extracted 
from  it  which  Dr.  Pybum  has  collected  in  the  sixteentk 
volume  of  the  Monthly  Homoeopathic  Review,  I  would  abo 
commend  to  your  notice  the  essay  of  Dr.  Weir  Mitchell,  ^  Ob 
the  Venom  of  the  Rattlesnake,"  contained  in  the  twelfth  vohoBe 
of  the  Smithsonian  Contributions  to  Knowledge  (Washing:toDt 
1860)  ;  and  also  an  accoimt  of  a  series  of  inoculations  of  tbe 
same  virus,  practised  >vith  the  hope  that  they  would  prow 
prophylactic  of  yellow  fever,  given  by  Dr.  Neidhard  in  bit 
treatise  On  Crotalus  horridus  in  Yellow  Fever  (second  editioBi 
New  York,  1868). 

I  must  repeat  here  what  I  said  under  the  head  of  Apis,  tbit 
it  is  no  longer  necessary  to  apologize  for  our  use  of  serpent- 
venom  as  a  medicine  introduced  through  the  ordinary  channd. 
It  is  now  fully  admitted,  by  those  most  qualified  to  judge, tbat 
such  virus  does  act  however  admitted  into  the  circnktioBf 
though  most  certain  and  rapid  in  its  influence  when  it  enteit 
the  blood  direct. 

I  think  that  the  results  of  serpent-bites,  or  the  inocolition 
of  their  venom,  will  be  found  to  fall  into  three  groups,  cone- 
^ponding  to  ttiiee  \es\ASxi^  iotm^  of  disease. 
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I.  In  the  first  group  the  symptoms  are  those  of  direct 
poisoning  of  the  nervous  centres  without  local  inflammation 
'Or  Uood  changes.  Sometimes  the  symptoms  are  those  of 
q^ilepsy,  as  in  the  second  case  in  Dr.  Pybum's  paper ;  some- 
times  they  are  tetanif orm,  as  in  the  fourth ;  most  frequently 
there  is  nothing  but  profound  prostration  with  speedily  super- 
vening unconsciousness.  From  tlie  sense  of  being  heated  all 
<^er  experienced  in  the  third  and  fourth  cases  we  may  infer 
that  there  is  paresis  of  the  yaso-motor  system.  A  bitten  person 
who  recovered  speaks  of  a  "  violent  throbbing  headache  "  soon 
eoming  on  (Case  6).  Inoculation  of  the  rattlesnake  virus 
produced  at  the  moment  vertigo,  which  soon  passed  away ; 
iDore  rarely  a  nervous  trembling  of  longer  duration.  Other 
Beorotic  effects  of  the  inoculation  were  headache,  generally 
occupying  the  frontal  and  orbital  region,  and  lasting  on  an 
trerage  twenty-one  hours :  and  neuralgic  pains  in  the  head 
lodneck. 

The  outline  thus  given  us  in  the  effects  of  serpent-bites  is 
Died  in  by  the  experiments  which  have  been  made  with  the 
dilated  virus  taken  internally.  These  must  be  studied  in  the 
iBoords  I  have  mentioned.  The  influence  manifested  itself 
■iinly  in  the  throat  and  larynx,  where  there  was  irritation  and 
■pMm,  and  in  the  head.  The  headache  produced  by  Naja 
ni  often  very  severe,  and  accompanied  with  profound  de- 
(ittdon. 

n.  The  second  form  of  serpent  poisoning  which  seems  to 
ibtam  is  the  purpuric  or  hcemorrhagic.  Dr.  Pybum  refers  to 
tae  instances  of  this,*  but  a  fuller  account  of  it  is  given  by 
^.  Neidhard  and  by  Dr.  Mitchell. 

Dr.  Neidhard  shows  the  inoculations  to  have  produced,  in 
Ktm  eighteen  to  twenty-four  hours,  the  hsemorrhagic  con- 
ition  of  the  gums  which  authors  regard  as  a  characteristic 
rmptom  of  yellow  fever,  and  pathologically  identical  with 
(  black  vomit.    With  this  there  were  febrile  heat,  thirst  and 

•  Pp.  676, 677. 
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anorexia,  red  countenance,  and  injected  conjnnetiTa 
jaundice  and  swelling  of  the  face,  with  angina  tonsiUai 

Dr.  Mitchell  found,  when  death  was  not  caused 
ordinary  nervous  shock,  a  decomposition  of  the  blood 
resulting  in  its  complete  diifluence  and  non-coagol 
Ecchymoses  and  hsemorrhages  were  constant  in  the  i 
poisoned  by  him.  He  thinks  the  fibrin  affected  rath< 
the  corpuscles,  but  Dr.  Fayrer  found  the  latter  alt 
form  and  non-adherent. 

In  a  later  contribution  to  the  Medical  Times  and  C 
Dr.  Mitchell  speaks  again  of  the  striking  power  oj 
yenom  to  cause  hsemorrhages.  You  have  only,  he  s 
moisten  the  intestinal  peritoneum  with  it,  and  blood 
forthwith  effused  at  the  spot. 

He  concludes  his  account  of  the  action  of  the  ratt 
yenom  by  '^  calling  attention  to  the  singular  likeness  1 
the  symptoms  and  lesions  of  Orotalus  poisoning  and  t 
certain  maladies,  such  as  yellow  fever."  He  points  o 
in  either  there  is  "  a  class  of  cases  in  which  death  » 
occur  suddenly  and  inexplicably,  as  though  caused 
overwhelming  dose  of  the  poison."  This  holds  gc 
of  scarlatina.  ''A  second  class  of  cases  survive  t 
shock  of  the  malady,  and  then  begin  to  exhibit  the 
symptoms  which  terminate  in  more  or  less  complete  d 
tion  of  the  blood.  All  these  maladies,  vaying  amon( 
selves,  exhibiting,  as  it  were,  preferences  for  this 
organ,  agree  in  the  destruction  of  the  fibrin  of  th 
which  their  fatal  cases  frequently  exhibit.  In  yello 
the  likeness  to  the  venom  poisoning  is  most  distinct 
served,  as  we  trace  the  symptoms  of  both  diseases 
point  where  the  diffluent  blood  leaks  out  into  the  muo 
serous  cavities."  The  effects  of  inoculation,  as  I  ha^ 
them,  quite  sustain  Dr.  Mitchell's  comparison;  a] 
angina  tonsillaris  noted  there  again  adds  scarlatina 
similar  diseases. 

*  Feb.  6,  1869. 
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The  jaundice  of  snake-bites  is  one  element  in  the  resem- 
blance of  their  phenomena  to  those  of  yellow  fever.  Fre- 
richfl*  mentions  several  cases  of  its  occurrence.  It  is  not 
caused  by  obstruction  to  the  flow  of  bile;  and  it  depends 
ehher  upon  disordered  innervation,  cr  upon  changes  in  the 
Uood  hindering  the  due  metamorpBosis  of  the  reabsorbed  secre- 
tkm.  Of  jaundice  from  the  former  cause  we  have  an  instance 
in  that  form  of  it  which  has  followed  (often  suddenly)  from 
mental  emotions.  The  rapidity  with  which  yellowness  some- 
times supervenes  upon  bites,  especially  of  the  viper  ("  in  less 
than  an  hour"  Mead  says  he  has  seen  itf))  suggests  this  ex- 
planation of  it.  But  there  is  a  jaundice  which  appears  later 
<m  m  the  course  of  snake  poisoning,  which  rather  denotes 
that  which  is  characteristic  of  yellow  fever,  and  which  not 
tmfiequently  complicates  pysemia,  typhus,  and  other  acute 
Uood  infections.  In  these  maladies  there  is  no  change  in 
the  secreting  structure  of  the  liver,  and  hardly  enough  in 
ilB  circulation  to  account  for  the  deep  and  lasting  jaundice 
observed.  Moreover, "  it  is  worthy  of  notice,"  writes  Frerichs, 
"that  when  the  diseases  just  alluded  to  are  complicated  with 
janndice,  a  group  of  severe  symptoms,  such  as  hoemorrhagesfrom 
ihgastro-inteetinal  mucous  membrane,  ecchymoses  of  the  surface^ 
dbmninuria,  Jicematuria,  suppression  of  urine,  &c.,  manifest 
BieiDselves."  Such  symptoms  plainly  point  to  an  extensive 
iisorganization  of  the  blood,  and  have  already  come  before 
II  as  effects  of  serpent  poisoning.  I  have  in  another  place 
{one  into  the  theory  of  their  causation, ;[:  and  will  only  here 
Rggest  that  they  depend  upon  some  destructive  agent  which 
may  either  be  furnished  by  the  liver  itself,  as  in  acute 
Itrophy  of  that  organ,  or  formed  independently  of  it  as  in 
Bieae  fevers.  In  the  former  case  they  find  their  simile  in 
Phosphorus  ;  in  the  latter  in  snake  venom. 
m.  In  the  third  place  we  have  those   symptoms  which 

•  Diseases  of  the  Liver  (New  Syd.  Soc.),  vol.  i,  p.  160. 

t  I6id. 

J  JSrii,  Jaurn.  of  Som.,  xxii,  127. 
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Tetnlt  from  the  local  affection  induced  In  ^be  late.  Thi 
flammation  set  up  is  always  of  an  airtieme  diancler. 
form  it  is  a  oellnlitis  or  an  eiysipelaa.  Its  mnes  is  absc 
either  hj  the  IvmphatieSy  causing  angioleocitis,  alMoesi  o 
lymphatic  glands,  and  inflammation  of  fbe  aieolar  t 
higher  up ;  or  hj  the  Teins,  resulting  in  pfemia.  The 
inflammation  often  goes  on  to  gangrene ;  and  with  this, 
the  other  secondary  consequences  descrihed,  there  is  ex 
tntional  disorder  of  a  typhoid  type. 

These  phenomena  at  once  open  a  wide  range  of  adao 
serpent  renom,  when  administered  as  a  remedy  aooordii 
the  principle  sitnilia  nrntUbus.  Whenever  a  local  affc 
assumes  a  malignant  character,  and  from  thence  pi* 
poisoning  of  the  blood  and  prostration  of  the  nerroos 
gies,  its  use  is  indicated.  Traumatic  gangrene,  carbi 
malignant  pustule,  malignant  erysipelas,  putrid  sore  t 
are  instances  of  such  a  pathological  state.  The  effec 
dissection  wounds,  and  pysBmia  in  general,  come  n 
the  same  category  ;  and  the  second  stage  of  malignant 
latina  often  belongs  to  it,  where,  as  Watscm  puts  it, 
system  is  reinoculated  from  "  the  ulcerated  and  gangn 
throat. 

We  have  now  to  inquire  how  far  these  indicati<Hi8 
been  carried  out  in  practice.  The  materials  for  such  a 
quiry  are  scattered  throughout  our  literature ;  but  ther 
three  records  of  especial  fulness  to  which  I  shall  mak 
ferencc.  The  first  is  an  article  on  Lachesis  by  its  introd 
Dr.  C.  Hering,  in  the  second  Tolume  of  the  BrUish  Jo 
of  Homceopathy,  The  second  is  a  series  of  cases  of  s 
disease,  illustrating  the  action  of  the  same  remedy,  b] 
Carroll  Dunham,  in  the  fourth  yolume  of  the  Anu 
Homceopathic  Review,  The  third  is  a  paper  on  the  n 
}>oisons,  by  Dr.  Bradsbaw,  of  Nottingham,  which  yon 
find  in  the  first  volimie  of  the  Annals  of  the  JBriiisk  Hn^ 
pathic  Society, 

1.    In   the   neurotic  sphere  of  these   poisons  they  i 
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piOTed  most  valuable  remedies.     They  heal,   as  they  hurt, 

ttpedallj  when  the  nerves   having   their    centres   in   the 

atedulla  oblongata  are  disordered.    Hence  their  usefulness  in 

aikctions  of  the  throat  and  larynx^  the  hronchiy  and  the  heart, 

Lachesis  is  a  great  medicine  for  what  may  be  called  a 

''nerrous  sore  throat."      In  its  acute  form  the  sense  of 

lehing'  is  out   of   all  proportion   to   the  visible    mischief. 

iRien  chronic,  it  is  the  »"  irritable  throat,"   always  uneasy, 

ttd  causing  choking,  hawking,  and  coughing.     The  feeling 

n  ol  a  dry  spot  in  the  throat,  or  of   general   dryness  of 

4e  part,  especially  on  waking  from  sleep,  also  of  a  lump  in 

tte  throat  on   empty  deglutition,  are  characteristic  of  it. 

Sereral  of  Dr.  Hering's  cases  are  of  this  kind  ;  and  there  is  a 

ifanking   one  in  the  twenty-second  volume  of  the  British 

Annio^  of  JEEonuxopathy  (p.  488).     It  is  thought  by  some 

ftii  Lachesis  even  controls  inflammations  of  the  throat,  as 

teuillitis  (especially,  they  say,  when  beginning  in  the  left 

tosil),*  and  syphilitic  angina.t     Naja  certainly  effected,  in 

Tk.  Bussell's  hands,  a  rapid  cure  of  an  acute  pharyugo- 

lH7ngitis.t  He  considered  it  indicated  when  the  fauces  had  a 

4ttk-red  colour. 

The  affection  of  the  larynx  in  which  Lachesis  has  been 
ioimd  curative  is  a  catarrh  with  little  secretion  and  much 
^Bttitiveness.  The  cough  is  dry,  coming  as  it  were  from  a 
MBse  of  tickling  in  the  larynx,  provoked  by  deep  inspiration, 
Igr  speaking,  and  especially  by  external  pressure,  which  cannot 
^  borne,  and  aggravates  the  whole  trouble.  ''  There  is 
jMtteover  a  sense  of  fulness  in  the  trachea  and  a  very  painful 
^Mbing  in  the  os  hyoides."  I  quote  from  Dr.  Carroll  Dunham, 
MlMMe  comparison  of  Lachesis  with  Belladonna,  Phosphorus, 
^Bogticum,  a^d  Bumex  crispus  is  a  masterly  piece  of  work.§ 

*  Amer.  Jomm.  of  Ham.t  Mat,  Med.,  i,  126. 

t  Bering,  Cue  4.      Amer,  Horn.  Rev,,  it,  410.     Brit,  Joum,  of  Horn,, 

127. 
t  Brit.  Joum.  of  Horn,,  xii,  213. 
I  See  Hale't  Ifew  Remedies,  iub  voce  Ramex  crUpiu. 
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Naja  has  proved  in  my  hands  .very  useful  in  cougli,  laiyi 
mus,  and  even  spasmodic  stricture  of  the  (Bsophagos,  ^ 
these  are  the  result  of  flpinal  irritation  affecting  the  nacb 
Lachesis  has  no  power  oyer  bronchitis,  as  such.  Bati 
rendered  great  service  in  this  affection  as  a  neurotic  ally 
is  indicated  when  the  cough  is  spasmodic  and  suffocative ; 
though  abundance  of  fluid  mucus  is  heard  in  the  chesty 
not  expectorated,*  or  only  after  long  effort.t  Such  oo 
occur  especially  in  the  subjects  of  cyanosis  and  cardiac  disi 
and  in  their  bronchial  attacks  Lachesis  should  alwaj 
thought  of. 

Both  Lachesis  and  Naja  are  of  great  value  in  ca 
affections;  not,  I  think,  by  direct  action  on  the  subei 
of  the  organ,  but  by  influencing  its  innervation.  In 
"tremulous  irritability  of  the  heart"  left  behind 
scarlatina:^  and  such-like  fevers,  and  in  the  sympat 
cough  of  cardiac  affections,  Lachesis  is  highly  praised, 
was  Dr.  Russell's  favourite  remedy  for  chronic  nervous 
pitation,  for  the  restoration  of  a  heart  damaged  by  ] 
inflammation,  and  for  assuaging  the  sufferings  of  ch 
hypertrophy  and  valvular  disease.  §  Dr.  Bradshaw  repo 
ease  of  angina  pectoris  cured  with  it  (Case  1). 

Besides  these  pneumogastric  disorders,  we  have  headadu 
trouble  in  which  both  Lachesis  and  Naja  have  done 
service.  The  headaches  of  Lachesis  are  fully  discussed 
illustrated  in  Dr.  Black's  papers  in  the  fifth  volume  ci 
British  Journal  of  Honueopaihy  (pp.  403,  424— 485). H 
"  nervous  "  and  the  "  sick  "  headache  are  its  spheres ;  the 
is  unilateral  and  the  face  pale.  It  is  also  good  for  the  bur 
vertex  headaches  of  the  menopausia.  The  headache  of  j 
is  a  dull  but  severe  pain  in  the  temporo-f rental  r^on, 

•  Amer,  Horn,  Review,  iv,  415. 

t  Bayes,  Applied  HomoBopiUhy,  p.  109. 

X  Annals,  \v,  167. 

S  Brit,  Joum,  of  Bom.,  xii,  372,  549;  Annalt,  \,  297. 

II  See  alio  Bri^,  Jo«m.  qf  Som^  xxil.  482. 
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mach  depression  of  spirits.*  Dr.  Eussell  also  speaks  of  it  in 
^ight  and  pressure  at  the  vertex,  with  cold  feet  and  flushes 
<ifthe&oe. 

I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  application  to  practice  of  the 
epileptic  and  tetanic  phenomena  occasionally  induced  by  snake 
T^om,  though  it  would  seem  specially  homoeopathic  to  trau- 
matic tetanus,  and  no  less  to  hydrophobia.f  But  one  of  the 
most  valuable  uses  of  Lachesis  hangs  on  the  paresis  of  the 
ijmpathetic  which  we  have  seen  induced  in  sufferers  from  the 
bite.  It  is  in  that  vaso-motor  cUaxy,  or  ganglionic  nervous- 
less, which  is  exhibited  chiefly  in  the  "flushings"  of  the 
^nacteric  period,  but  which  has  other  manifestations.  It 
XRistitutes  or  complicates  most  affections  occurring  at  this 
ime  of  life,  and  Lachesis  is  helpful  in  all  of  them.  This  is 
lie  general  testimony  of  those  who  have  used  it.|  The  eighth 
Me  of  Dr.  Hering's  series  is  one  of  nervous  dyspepsia,  which 
cads  like  a  neurosis  of  the  solar  plexus. 

In  these  nervous  affections  "  characteristic  "  symptoms  of 
ke  drug,  however  trivial,  are  often  useful  guides,  while  in 
[nver  maladies  they  would  be  out  of  place.  One  of  these 
I  that  symptoms  especially  appear,  or  are  aggravated,  on 
faking  from  sleep. 

n.  Next,  what  use  has  been  made  of  the  hcematic  action  of 
eipent  venom  ? 

Of  ^rpvra  I  can  only  find  two  cases  in  which  it  was 
;hren.§  In  both  it  rapidly  dissipated  the  symptoms.  The 
miorrhage  was  subcutaneous  only.  The  constant  oozing  of 
iood  from  an  ulcer  remaining  after  post-scarlatinal  abscess 
)d  to  its  use  in  one  instance, ||  and  with  the  best  results.  Our 

•  BrU.  Joum.,  lii,  214. 

t  The  symptoms  indaced  in  dogs  by  the  bite  of  the  cobra  often 
itdoired  ont,  and  in  one  case  strikingly  imitated,  even  to  the  rage,  the 
benomena  of  hydrophobia  {£rii.  Joum,  of  Horn.,  xi,  82 — 84). 
I  MonihUf  Horn,  Beview,  ix,  763;  BrU,  Joum,  of  Rom.,  xxxi,  127—131. 
J  Amer.  Jour,  of  Horn,  Mat,  Med.,  iv,  66;  BrU,  Joum  ofSom.t  xxii» 
19.  II  Amer.  Horn.  Bev,,  iv,  362. 
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information  regardinjj  its  employment  in  yellow  fever  comes 
from  Drs.  Holcombe*  and  Neidhardf.  The  former  used 
Lacbesis  and  speaks  well  of  it ;  but  as  Arsenicum  was  generallj 
alternated  with  it,  this  experience  is  of  doubtful  value.  Dr. 
Neidbard,  in  an  epidemic  occurring  in  Philadelphia  in  1853,. 
was  led  to  rely  more  and  more  exclusiyely  on  Crotalus  in  its 
treatment.  He  found  the  dilutions  from  the  third  downwards 
far  superior  to  the  higher.  In  1858  some  more  cases  occurred, 
and  again  Crotalus  served  him  well.  He  was  thus  led  to  gire 
it  in  cognate  forms  of  disease  (as  he  considers  them)— the 
"  bilious  remittents "  of  his  neighbourhood,  which  often 
assume  a  malignant  form,  and  then  closely  resemble  the  tnie 
"  typhus  icterodes."  Here,  also,  he  found  the  remedy  of  signal 
value. 

Serpent  venom  should  be  borne  in  mind  as  a  remedy : 

First.  Whenever  jaundice,  primary  or  secondary,  is  accom' 
panied  with  ecchymoses  or  hsemorrhages.  Here  it  compares 
with  Phosphorus,  which  would  supplant  it  when  the  Htct 
was  intimately  affected,  as  in  acute  atrophy  of  that  organ. 
Jaundice  from  mental  emotion  would  also  suggest  snake 
venom,  especially  that  of  the  viper,  as  its  remedy. 

Second.  Whenever  a  purpuric  condition  supervenes  upon 
other  diseases,  as  typhus  and  variola,  constituting  their  luenoor- 
rhagic  forms.  These  are  very  fatal,  and  a  powerful  remedj" 
for  them  is  much  needed.  Arsenic  is  tolerably  homoeopathic,, 
but  is  hardly  rapid  enough  in  its  action. 

Third.  When  the  epidemic  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  appear* 
in  the  form  known  as  ^* malignant  purpuric"  or  "spotted 
fever.*' J  Here  the  prostration  is  early  and  intense;  the 
febrile  reaction  slight;  and  the  appearance  of  petechia 
constant,  with  sometimes  hsemorrhages. 

III.  Malignant  local  inflammations,  with  secondary  blood 
infection  and  nervous  prostration,  have  proved  pre-eminentlj' 

•  North  Amer.  Jour,  of  Horn.,  iii. 

t  Op.  cit. 

X  Brit.  Journ.  of  Horn.,  xxiii,  394-5 
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the  sphere  of  action  of  Lachesis.  A  typical  instance  is  trau^ 
9(dic  gangrene.  Of  this  disease  Dr.  Dake,  of  Pittsburg,  haa 
piblished  three  cases,  which  are  so  decisive  as  to  overcome 
eren  Dr.  Hempel's  scepticism  as  to  the  firtne  of  the  remedy. 
T^  are  given  at  length  in  the  second  edition  of  his  Materia 
Xedica;  and  in  the  fourth  volume  of  the  American  Homceo- 
Jti^  Beview  Dr.  Searle,  of  Brooklyn,  has  recorded 
^0  others.  To  these  I  would  add  the  testimony  of  Dr.. 
Ainklin,  who,  as  army-surgeon  in  the  late  civil  war  in 
•Aioerica,  had  abundant  opportunity  of  seeing  the  disease. 
*  I  have  used  this  remedy,"  he  writes  in  his  Science  and  Art 
^Surgery,  "in  a  number  of  cases  of  gangrene  following 
^winds,  and  have  never  been  disappointed  in  its  results.  In 
tease  of  compound  comminuted  leg-fracture,  terminatmg  in 
gUigrene  and  threatening  speedy  destruction  of  the  limb,  the 
t^Qgrene  was  quickly  checked  by  the  internal  and  external 
^ol  Lachesis,  the  inflammation  subsiding,  and  the  healing 
fotsaa  moving  on  to  a  complete  cure.  In  another  case  of 
^pound  dislocation  of  the  ankle-joint,  with  fracture  of  mal- 
Mas  extemus,  followed  by  gangrene,  Lachesis  efifected  a 
fP^y  cure,  the  patient  making  a  good  recovery  under  the 
^Kfgical  treatment  employed.  I  cannot  recommend  too  highly 
^  use  of  this  agent  for  gangrene,  and  am  confident  that  the 
l^ienrations  of  all  who  have  employed  or  may  employ  it  will 
^  me  out  in  the  assertion  that  it  is  eminently  curative  of 
txigrenons  affections." 

It  is  affections  of  this  kind,  moreover,  which  form  the  bulk 
^  the  paper  of  Dr.  Carroll  Dunham  to  which  I  have  referred. 
'^  begins  with  a  case  of  septiccemia  occurring  in  his  own 
^tion,  as  the  result  of  a  wound  incurred  during  the  post* 
Ortem  examination  of  a  case  of  puerperal  peritonitis.  Botk 
^  local  and  general  symptoms  were  severe,  but  they  rapidly 
^Ided  to  Lachesis  12,  three  times  a  day.  Next  he  relates  an 
lidemic  of  malignant  'pustule,  in  which  he  treated  eight  cases, 
ith  Lachesis  alone.  "  It  relieved  the  pain  within  a  few  hours. 
W  the  first  dose  was  given,  and  the  patients  all  recovered 
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Tery  speedily."     Then  he  speaks  of  three  cases  of  phlebitig 
supervening  upon  ulcers  (probably  syphilitic)  of  the  lower 
extremities.      There  was   great  and  sudden  prostration  of 
strength,  low  muttering  delirium,  and  general  typhoid  symp- 
toms.   The  effect  of  Lachesis  was  all  that  could  be  desired, 
the  patients  rallying  promptly,  and  all  symptoms  of  phlebitis 
speedily  disappearing.    Last,  he  narrates  one  case,  and  refers 
to  others,  of  carbuncle,  in  which  the  constitutional  symptoms 
denoted  rery  great  prostration,  not  preceded  or  attended  hj 
the  nervous  and  vascular  erethism  which  is  sometimes  ob- 
served in  similar  cases.    The  absence  of  this  condition  is,  be 
thinks,  in  all  these  disorders  the  indication  for  Lachesis  as 
against  Arsenicum,  when  the  asthenia  is  not  so  complete  as 
to  call  for  Carbo  vegetabilis. 

Besides  these,  Dr.  Dunham  refers  to  the  usefulness  of 
Lachesis  in  certain  cases  of  diphtheria.  In  these  the  tume- 
faction of  the  throat  was  slight,  and  the  redness  of  the  mucous 
membrane  hardly  noticeable,  the  diphtheritic  deposits  consist- 
ing merely  of  two  or  three  patches  hardly  larger  than  a  pin's 
head.  But  the  prostration  of  strength  was  quite  alarming;* 
the  pulse  became,  in  a  very  short  time,  slow,  feeble,  and  com- 
pressed ;  a  cold,  clammy  sweat  frequently  covered  the  fore- 
head and  extremities ;  the  breath  was  foetid ;  the  appetite 
entirely  destroyed.  "  In  such  cases,"  he  writes, "  in  all  in 
which  the  constitutional  symptoms  thus  predominated  over 
the  local,  Lachesis  produced  prompt  and  lasting  improvement^ 
80  much  so  that  very  rarely  was  any  other  remedy  given  sub- 
sequently." To  the  same  eflfect  is  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Tietiei 
•of  Philadelphia,  in  the  fourth  volume  of  the  United  SioU» 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,     He  mentions  a  purple,  W<i 

♦  '*  In  acute  cases  "  (of  snake-poisoninjj^)  "  the  symptoms  of  depress* 
are  most  marked,  and  the  heart  and  nerve  centres  are  sudd.nily  and  f«!«r* 
fully  enfeehled,  so  that  their  irritability  i*  lessened,  and  is  finally  Io«t 
-earlier  than  occnrs  in  other  forms  of  death"  (Mitchell,  toe.  cU.).  **'^ 
principal  constitntional  effect  of  the  venom  ia  a  general  prostration  of  u** 
most  appalling  character  "  {ibid.). 
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colour  of  the  affected  parts,  with  dull,  dry  appearance  and 
little  swelling,  also  pain  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  amount 
of  inflammation,  as  local  characteristics  of  the  remedy.  He 
places  it  as  third  to  Belladonna  and  Apis  in  throat  affections, 
in  the  descent  from  sthenic  to  asthenic  conditions.  Dr.  E.  M. 
Hale  also  contributes  to  the  American  Journal  of  Homoeopathic 
Materia  Medica*  three  similar  eases  of  diphtheria  in  children, 
which  made  a  rapid  recorerj  under  Lachesis,  while  the  rest 
o!  the  family  (altogether  eight  in  number)  under  allopathic 
tieotment  succumbed  to  the  disease. 

Cognate  to  diphtheria  is  scarlatina.    We  have  already  seen 

W  Dr.  Mitchell  suggests  the  similarity  between  the  pheno- 

ineDa  of  snake-poisoning  in  its  most  fotidroyant  form,  and 

those  of  the  inyasion  of  malignant  scarlet,  as  well  as  yellow, 

ferer.    Dr.  P.  P.  Wells,  of  Brooklyn,  sustains  the  comparison 

hm  the  homoeopathic  point  of  view.f    But  there  is  another 

<tage  of  scarlatina  in  which  the  power  of  Lachesis  comes  into 

play.    It  is  when  the  throat  symptoms  assume  a  virulent 

diaracter,  and  therewith  signs  of  blood-poisoning  and  pros- 

tiition  show  themselyes.     I  am  reminded  as  I  speak  of  a 

<lse  of  this  kind  where  Lachesis  rapidly  removed  the  patient 

bom  the  sphere  of  gravest  foreboding  into  that  of  happy  con- 

triescence. 

I  have  already  suggested  malignant  erysipelas,  and  pyeemic 
infection  in  general,  as  morbid  states  of  this  kind,  and  thus 
indicative  of  snake  venom  in  their  treatment.  Severe  symp- 
toms  resulting  from  insect  stings  would  also  call  for  it  in  prefer- 
finoe  to  Apis  or  Ledum :  there  is  on  record  a  case  of  the  bite  of 
the  tarantula  in  which  it  proved  very  efficacious.^  The 
hUowing  narrative,  moreover,  suggests  the  homoeopathicity  of 
wFotalus  to  glanders,  "  On  the  Bio  Grande,  in  October,  1857,  two 
liones  were  bitten  by  the  same  rattlesnake  while  grazing.    A 

•  Vol.  i,  p.  184. 

f  Amer.  Horn,  Review,  iv,  355 ;  see  also  p.  556. 

X  Amer.  Jour,  of  Horn,  Mat,  Mdd,,  iv,  106. 


oiiiiiiin.'iici;il  to  meod  at  the  end  of  three  weeks."* 

There  are  other  uaes  of  snake-venom,  to  which  I 
more  than  refer.  Both  Lachesis  and  Naja  have 
ovarian  action,  and  have  proved  useful  in  chronic  af 
this  organ,  t  LacheBis  has  cured  inflammatio 
ciecum ;}  and  I  have  often  seen  it  arrest  t 
ulceration  about  the  ancle  in  cases  of  varicosi 
leg.  Naja  was  of  use  in  Dr.  Bradshaw's  hands 
irritation,  and  in  the  cough  of  pulmonary  and 
phthisis.  Dr.  Hilhers  also  esteems  Crotalus  higl 
latter  affection.  But  the  three  spheres  of  action  in 
have  seen  the  poison  of  serpents  at  work  are  its  ma 
operation.  It  is  here  an  exquisite  instance  of  the 
of  the  law  of  similars.  The  circles  of  its  poiso 
curative  action  exactly  coincide.  Not  only  is  it 
venenum,  tantwm  remedium,  hut  also  qvale  vene 
remeditim. 

The  analogues  of  serpent  venom  are  Jpu  of  cc 
Jrtenieum. 

The  observations  of  the  curative  action  of  Lachen 
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.  Hajward,  whose  energy  has  recently  provided  us  with  a 
)b  supply  of  rattlesnake  poison,  is  endeavouring  also  to 
lenish  our  stock  of  that  of  the  cobra  and  the  lance-headed 
er.  It  will  then  be  interesting  to  ascertain  if  Lachcsis  will 
more  in  the  lower  than  it  has  done  in  the  higher  potencies. 
)talu8  and  Naja  have  usually  been  given  in  the  first  three 
ennations. 


LECTURE  XXVin. 

LEDUM,  LEPTANDRA,  ULIUM,  LITHIUM,  LOBELIA,  LTCOPODItlH, 
LYCOPUS,  MAGNESIA  CARBONICA  AND  MU&IATICA,  MAIT- 
GANUM,  MENYANTHES. 

I  have  to-day  to  bring  before  you  a  long  list  of  minor 
medicines,  with  one  only — Lycopodium — of  primaiy  voi' 
portance. 

We  will  begin  with  the  marsh  tea,  or  wild  rosemaiy — 

Ledum  palustre. 

The  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  small  twigs  and  leaves. 

The  proving  of  Ledum  is  in  the  fourth  volume  of  i^ 
Reine  ArzneimitteUehre.  It  contains  186  symptoms  frw^ 
Hahnemann,  148  from  six  others,  and  four  from  authors. 

In  his  "  Essay  on  a  New  Principle  for  ascertaining  ^ 
Curative  Power  of  Drugs,*'  published  in  Huf eland's  Joumdin^ 
1796,  Hahnemann  speaks  of  having  ascertained  that  Ledum 
caused  difficult  and  painful  respiration,  a  painful  shooting 
sensation  in  all  parts  of  the  throat,  and  troublesome  itchiDg 
of  the  skin.  Hence,  he  thought,  upon  the  principle  simS^ 
similibus  then  just  dawning  upon  him,  were  explained  its  virkue* 
in  whooping-cough  and  asthma,  in  inflammatory  and  efes 
malignant  sore-throat,  and  in  chronic  cutaneous  diseases,  b 
his  Fragments  de  viribus  (1805)  he  published  his  first  patho- 
genesis of  the  plant,  whose  75  symptoms  have  now  swelW 
to  the  fuller  list  in  the  Materia  Medica  Pura.  Besides  the 
symptoms  already  mentioned,  its  most  noteworthy  effects  seem 
to  be  a  determination  of  blood  to  the  head  and  chest,  causing 
a  sort  of  intoxication  in  the  one,  and  cough  with  bright  san* 
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gumeoos  expectoration  in  the  other ;  and  pain  and  swelling^ 
in  the  joints. 

In  his  preface  to  the  pathogenesis,  Hahnemann  says  that 
Ledum  will  prove  suitable  only  in  chronic  maladies  charac- 
terised by  coldness  and  deficiency  of  animal  heat.  Its  chief 
nse  in  the  homoeopathic  school  has  been  in  non-inflammatory 
wticular  affections;  of  which  you  may  read  two  excellent 
^lustrations  in  the  ninth  volume  of  the  British  Journal  of 
SonuBopcUhy.  Dr.  Drury  has  several  times  expressed  his  high 
appreciation  of  it  in  hsemoptysis,  and  Dr.  Drysdale  has 
Recorded  a  case  in  which  it  immediately  removed  a  nocturnal 
itching  of  the  feet.*  But  I  think  that  for  our  best  knowledge 
of  how  to  use  Ledum  we  are  indebted  to  M.  Teste.  He  thinks 
that  it  acts  specially  on  parts  of  the  body  where  the  cellular 
tissue  is  wanting,  as  the  fingers  and  toes  ;  and  hence  affects 
the  small  joints  rather  than  the  large.  He  recommends  it 
accordingly  for  traumatic  whitlow ;  and  for  true  gout  of  a 
*ub-acute  nature,  seated  in  the  hands  or  feet,  and  causing 
little  swelling.  He  goes  on  to  affirm  that  Ledum  is  to  punc- 
tored  wounds  what  Arnica  is  to  contusions.  Besides  some 
obrious  applications  of  this  property  of  the  drug,  he  mentions 
that  it  gives  almost  immediate  relief  to  the  itching  caused 
bj  mosquito-bites;  and  this  even  when  given  internally 
in  the  fifteenth  dilution.  In  the  stings  of  bees  and  wasps, 
lie  says,  the  result  is  less  prompt,  but  still  very  satis- 
Sactory. 

There  is  a  general  agreement  as  to  the  efficacy  of  this  last 
application  of  Ledum,  though  the  tincture  is  commonly  used 
n  a  less  diluted  form,  and  applied  locally  also.f  As  a  remedy 
or  pimctured  wounds  it  supplies  the  gap  left  by  Arnica^ 
lUendula,  and  Hypericum,  which  correspond  to  contused,  in- 
ued,  and  lacerated  woimds  respectively.  M.  Teste  notes  the 
atense  coldness  which  sometimes  accompanies  these  injuries  as 
xnrroborating  the  choice  of  Ledum  for  them ;  and  one  of  our 

•  Brii.  Journ,  of  Horn,,  xxix,  166. 

t  See  MmUhhf  Horn,  Bev.  xiii,  203 ;  Brii,  Joum,  of  Rom.,  April,  1876. 
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Belgian  confreres  has  just  commiiiiicated  a  casein  wHi 
epileptiform  attacks  supervened  in  a  child  after  a  n 
the  head  from  scissors,  which  almost  immediately  yield< 
remedy.* 

On  the  skin,  M.  Teste  says,  Ledum  causes  ''  an  ec^ 
•eruption,  with  a  tingling  itching,  that  spreads  over  tl 
body,  penetrates  into  the  mouth,  probably  also  into 
passages,  and  occasions  a  spasmodic  cough,  which  is  so 
very  violent."  A  similar  condition  is  sometimes  n 
idiopathically  in  gouty  subjects. 

M.  Teste  compares  Ledum  with  lUiuSj  Arnica,  and 
lio  which  may  be  added  PtdsatiUa  and  Buta. 

His  recommendations  are  best  carried  out  with  his  d 
Tiz.  about  the  sixth  or  twelfth. 

My  next  is  an  American  medicine,  the  **  black  root, 

Leptandra  Virginica. 

The  tincture  of  the  root,  and  triturations  of  Leptan* 
the  officinal  preparations. 

A  proving  of  this  medicine  by  Dr.  Burt  is  given  by  1 
in  the  second  edition  of  his  New  Remedies, 

The  action  of  Leptandra  is  upon  the  liver  and  howt 
Burt  suffered  from  dull  aching  distress  in  the  regie 
liver  and  gall-bladder,  extending  to  the  spine.  "^ 
there  were  such  sympathetic  symptoms  as  frontal  h 
soreness  of  the  eyeballs,  and  pain  in  the  left  shonl 
student  who  took  the  drug  for  two  weeks  reports 
gave  him  actual  jaundice.  The  intestinal  evacuat 
much  affected  by  Leptandra.  Its  most  frequent  i 
racteristic  effect  is  seen  in  stools  frequent,  profu» 
Jostid,  and  papescent :  they  are  difficult  to  retain.  TJi 
prolonged  use  of  the  drug  the  stools  become  watery,  i 
have  quantities  of  mucus  in  them. 

Leptandra  has  not  been  much  used  as  a  remedy ;  1 

•  Rhme  Horn,  Beige,  Oct  1876. 
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applications  as  it  has  received  have  been  in  precise  accordance 
with  the  pathogenetic  effects  I  have  now  described.  In  certain 
cases  of  "  bilious  headache  "  and  ''  liver-complaint,"  especially 
when  the  characteristic  blackish  stools  are  present,  it  has  been 
kund  very  useful.  And  it  has  occasionally  proved  curative 
in  dysentery. 

It  most  resembles  Bryonia^  Iris,  and  Podophyllum, 

The  lower  potencies  only  have  been  used. 

I  have  now  to  bring  before  you  another  American  contri- 
hution  to  the  Materia  Medica,  which,  though  only  of  recent 
introduction,  bids  fair  to  take  an  important  place,  especially  in 
iiterine  therapeutics.    I  refer  to  the  tiger  lily, 

Tilllinn  tigriniiin. 

The  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  flowers. 

We  owe  this  remedy  to  Dr.  W.  G.  Payne,  of  Bath,  Maine, 
XJ.8.  Provings  of  it  carried  out  at  his  instigation — by  four- 
teen persons  in  all,  of  whom  nine  were  women — ^have  been 
Spearing  from  time  to  time  in  America;  and  they  are 
gathered  up  by  him  into  one  view  in  the  Transactions  of  the 
Sew  York  State  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  for  1871-2. 
This  rSfume,  with  an  account  of  what  has  been  done  with  the 
Hiedidne  clinically,  may  be  read  in  the  fourth  edition  of  Dr. 
Bile's  New  Remedies, 

Dr.  Payne  was  led  to  prove  Lilium  from  the  reported  death 
of.  a  child  in  convulsions  from  eating  the  pollen.  Nothing 
Inrther  of  this  kind  was  manifested ;  but  in  the  female 
prorers  a  series  of  symptoms  occurred  in  the  sexual  organs 
viiich  showed  a  most  potent  influence  of  the  plant.  "  The 
ifmptoms,"  says  Dr.  Payne,  "  connected  with  the  female  re- 
productive organs,  and  the  consecutive  moral  conditions,  are 
yrerj  pronounced  and  peculiar."  The  ovaries  were  the  seat  of 
(ecoliar  sharp  and  burning  pains.  ''In  the  uterine  region 
fiiere  was  severe  pressing,  bearing-down  sensation,  with  the 
feeling  as  if  the  whole  internal  parts  would  be  forced  through 

S3 
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the  vagina,  making  the  desire  irresistible  to  press  the  hands 
firmly  against  the  yulva  to  prevent  the  parts  from  escaping; 
the  whole  genital  organs  felt  as  if  swollen,  with  smarting  and 
irritation  of  the  labia ;  great  tenderness  to  touch,  and  acrid 
leucorrhoea.  In  three  of  the  provers  the  uteros  was  found,  on 
examination,  to  be  prolapsed  and  anteverted."  Two  women 
described  the  bearing-down  sensation  as  not  confined  to  the 
pelvis,  but  causing  a  sense  of  dragging  in  the  thorax  even  to 
the  shoulders.  With  it  there  was  tenesmus  of  the  bladder 
and  rectum,  diarrhoea  (especially  on  first  rising  in  the  morn- 
ing), and  frequent  micturition.  The  uterine  symptoms  begin 
to  get  worse  about  5  p.m.,  and  increased  up  to  midnight.  In 
the  male  provers  the  sexual  organs  were  less  affected ;  but  there 
was  much  oppression  and  palpitation  of  the  heart. 

Lilium  has  been  too  recently  proved  for  any  extensive  ex- 
perience with  it  to  have  accumulated.  It  is  obviously  indi- 
cated for  many  congestive  and  even  inflammatory  conditions 
of  ovaries,  uterus,  vagina,  and  vulva.  Dr.  Payne  speab  d 
having  found  much  benefit  from  it  in  subinvolution  after 
childbirth.  It  deserves  the  best  attention  of  homoeopathic 
gynaacologists. 

In  an  article  in  the  nineteenth  volume  of  the  North  Amerio* 
Journal  of  Homoeopathy,  Dr.  Carroll  Dunham,  who  is  great  at 
comparisons,  institutes  some  between  Lilium  on  the  one  side 
and  Podophyllum,  Sepia,  Pulsatilla,  Platina,  and  Helonias  (0 
the  other.  Plaiina  and  Hdonias  seem  best  to  correspond,--' 
the  former  to  the  mental  symptoms  and  the  latter  to  ^ 
uterine  condition  induced  by  Lilium ;  and  each  proved  anti* 
dotal  to  it  in  these  spheres  respectively. 

And  now  a  few  words  upon  the  carbonate  of  lithia. 


Lithium 

which  we  prepare  by  trituration. 

A  proving  of  this  salt — almost  entirely  with  the  attenTiAti<«tf 
— is  given  by  Dr.  Hering  in  the  third  and  fourth  volumes  of 
the  American  H(mi(£opatA.ic  Beview,     The  schema  of  9^' 
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ptoms  has  been  transferred  to  the  first  volume  of  the  fourth 
^tion  of  the  New  Remedies. 

Br.  Hering  considers  that  the  symptoms  of  the  eyes,  heart, 
4Uid  kidneys  induced  by  Lithium  are  most  significant ;  and  in 
tiiese  regions  its  curative  powers  seem  to  have  found  what 
Kttle  scope  they  have,  as  you  may  see  from  Dr.  Hale's  thera- 
peutic article  on  the  drug.  Dr.  CarroU  Dunham  has  reported 
*  case  of  hemiopia  from  excessive  use  of  the  eyes — only  the 
lateral  half  of  objects  being  visible — which  was  soon  cured 
bj  it.*  This  symptom  is  marked  in  its  pathogenesis.  The 
*UQe  physician  found  great  and  lasting  benefit  from  it  in 
Us  own  case,  when  his  heart  was  seriously  damaged  by  acute 

rkenmatism.t 

In  the  case  of  hemiopia  the  30th  dilution  was  given ;  but 
Dr.  Dunham's  own  recovery  ensued  upon  inhaling  the  emana- 
^i<^  from  the  third  trituration,  as  he  was  raising  it  to  a 
higher  potency. 

I  have  now  to  speak  of  the  Indian  tobacco, 

Lobelia  inflata. 

Prom  the  pdwder  as  imported  a  tincture  or  triturations  are 
•Mtde  for  homoeopathic  practice. 

Of  the  pathogenetic  effects  of  Lobelia  we  have  much  infor- 
mation, from  the  frequent  over-dosing  with  it  which  occurs 
Hi  tiie  hands  of  "  botanic  "  practitioners.  It  was  first  proved 
l&er  the  Hahnemannian  manner  by  Dr.  Alphonse  Noack  on 
kunself  and  five  others.  A  treatise  on  the  drug,  embodying 
fte  results  of  his  experiments,  appeared  in  the  fifteenth 
Volume  of  the  Hygea  (1844),  and  has  been  translated  into 
English  in  the  appendix  to  the  first  volume  of  the  British 
•ottmoZ  of  Homoeopathy,  There  are  articles  on  the  drug, 
staining  and  adding  to  Noack's  materials,  by  Dr.  Jeanes 
^  the  Materia  Medica  of  American  Provings,  and  by  Dr. 
Bale  in  the  fourth  edition  of  his  New  Remedies, 

*  See  Brii.  Joum,  of  Ham,,  xxvi,  489. 
t  See  Monthly  Horn,  Review,  Feb.,  1876. 
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The  name  *'  Indian  tobacco,"  commonly  given  to  Lobelia 
fairly  expresses  its  poisonous  action.  Like  its  namesake,  it  i 
nauseant,  depressant,  relaxant ;  and  is  used  for  these  pm 
poses  as  an  enema  in  strangulated  hernia  or  rigid  os  uter 
But  its  main  sphere  of  action  is  the  pneumogastric  nenr< 
The  symptoms  of  Noack's  provers  dedsively  point  to  thit 
and  they  have  led  to  its  successful  use  in  many  nervous  affe 
tions  of  the  stomach  and  respiratory  organs.  The  dyspepsi 
in  which  Dr.  Jeanes  has  often  found  it  curative  is  charac 
terised  by  a  sense  of  weakness  and  oppression  at  the  epi* 
gastrium,  and  at  the  same  time  some  oppression  at  the  chest 
There  is  often  acidity,  with,  heart-bum  and  lateritious  uriner 
and  a  sensation  as  of  a  lump  in  the  throat-pit,  impeding  i^ 
spiration  and  deglutition.  Dr.  Noack  gives  two  cases  of  car- 
dialgia  in  which  small  doses  of  the  mother  tincture  were  vciy 
effectual.  The  pain  was  pressive  in  character.  .  It  has  alsa 
been  foimd  beneficial  in  "  stomach-cough,"  and  in  the  couglr 
of  phthisis. 

This  brings  us  to  the  respiratory  section  of  the  pneumo- 
gastric tract,  and  to  the  use  of  Lobelia  in  asthma.  The 
testimony  to  its  value  here  is  abimdant  and  unexception- 
able. It  is  true  that  asthma,  so  capricious  in  its  behavioor 
under  climatic  conditions,  is  hardly  less  so  in  relation  to  medi- 
cines. It  is  difficult  to  say  beforehand  when  Lobelia  will  da 
good ;  but  when  it  does,  the  relief  in  the  paroxysm  is  rapidt 
and  even  a  permanent  cure  is  occasionally  obtained.  What  it 
the  rationale  of  its  action  here  ?  Dr.  Hyde  Salter*  suppoied 
that  it  relaxed  the  bronchial  spasm  in  virtue  of  its  nauseating^ 
property,  as  Tartar  emetic  would  do  it ;  saying  that  it  rardf 
relieves  the  paroxysm  before  it  induces  its  physiological 
effects.  But  he  has  not  shown  us  that  Tartar  emetic  could be^ 
substituted  for  it  with  similar  results.  Elliot8on,t  Pereira, 
and  Ringer,  on  the  other  hand,  recommend  the  use  of  snuU 
doses  (v\y)  at   the   commencement,  gradually  increased  uj^- 

•  0»  Asthma,  2nd  ed.  (1868). 

t  Lancet,  Jan.  28, 1833,  April  15, 1837. 
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"^  the  point  of  physiological  effect,  and  then  suspended. 
The  former  physician  has  found  too  large  a  dose  aggravate 
•the  dyspnoea.    Then  Darwin  tells  how 

"  fell  Lobelia's  wuffoccUing  breath 
■  Loads  the  dank  pinions  of  the  gale  with  death." 

«^d  one  of  the  provers,  who  took  the  tincture  in  tea-spoon- 
fol  doses  every  fifteen  minutes  until  nearly  an  ounce  had  been 
iiigested,  without  exciting  vomiting,  complained  of  a  general 
tightness  of  the  chest,  with  short  and  somewhat  laborious 
breathing.     In  the  other  provers  the  influence  of  the  drug 
seemed  mainly  expended  on  the  stomach ;  but  where  the  re- 
spiration was  affected,  it  was  always  with  embarrassment.  Br. 
Phillips  also  speaks  of    '^  extreme    spasmodic  difficulty    of 
breathing  "  as  attending  the  distressing  condition  induced  by 
orer-dosing  with  Lobelia.    I  am  inclined,  therefore,  to  think 
^t  it  acts  homoeopathically  in  asthma.    It  is  a  confirmation 
of  this  view  thai  it  often  gives  relief  when  administered  in 
minute  and  even  infinitesimal  doses — from  the  second  to  the 
<sixth  dilution — as  I  myself  can  testify. 

Dr.  Jeanes  speaks  highly  of  Lobelia  in  asthma :  but  when 
he  comes  to  narrate  a  case,  and  to  give  characteristics,  it  seems 
to  be  the  paroxysmal  dyspnoea  of  emphysema  which  he  has  in 
mind.  ''  The  symptoms,"  he  writes,  ''  which  I  have  found 
most  strongly  to  indicate  the  lobelia  are,"  besides  the  gastric 
phenomena  already  enumerated,  "  constant  dyspnoea,  which  is 
increased  by  slight  exertion,  and  aggravated  so  much  by  slight 
exposures  to  cold  as  to  form  a  kind  of  asthmatic  paroxysm." 
Bihr  also  says  that  ^'Lobelia  inflata  is  more  adapted  to 
emphysema  than  to  asthma."  I  have  seen  it  decidedly 
beneficial  so  far  as  the  sensations  are  concerned  in  this 
affection. 

These  have  been  the  practical  applications  of  Lobelia. 
There  are,  however,  certain  residuary  phenomena  in  its  patho- 
genesis which  require  noting.     They  are  these : — 
1.  Heat,  fulness,  and  sometimes  aching  in  the  head. 
.2.  Much  dreaming,  generally  distressing. 
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8.  Hemiopia. 

4.  Scratclimg,*  burning,  and  dryness  in  tlie  throat. 

5.  Pain  as  if  a  nail  were  driven  through  the  pit  of  the 
stomach  to  the  spine,  spreading  right  and  left,  with  twisting^ 
sensation. 

6.  Circumscribed  burning  pain  at  the  edge  of  the  right  tii» 
ribs,  extending  across  the  epigastrium  and  round  to  the  left 
scapula.  The  spot  originally  affected  subsequently  became 
the  seat  of  a  violent  boring  pain,  and  felt  as  if  paralysed. 

7.  Distension  of  abdomen,  disordering  respiration. 

8.  Diuresis. 

9.  Urine  deposits  a  pink  sediment,  in  which  is  a  small 
brown  crystal  resembling — ^underthe  microscope — agoosebenx 
(probably  urate  of  ammonia). 

10.  Distressing  heaviness  of  the  male  genitals. 

11.  Prickling  sensation  through  the  whole  body,  extending 
even  to  the  fingers  and  toes. 

Most  of  these  are  individual  symptoms ;  but  the  fourth  wa» 
experienced  by  all  the  provers,  and  more  from  small  than  from 
large  doses.  One  of  them  could  not  go  on  with  the  experi- 
ment on  account  of  it :  he  says  it  **  far  exceeded  in  seyeritj' 
that  of  Mezereum,  Ledum,  Polygonum,  and  Euphorbia." 

There  is  also  in  Teste  a  catalogue  of  symptoms  which  bia 
experience  has  furnished  as  those  to  which  Lobelia  is  partico* 
larly  adapted. 

The  analogies  of  Lobelia  are  Antimonium  tartaricHm, 
Digitalis,  Ipecacuanha,  and  Taba^cum, 

I  have  already  indicated  the  dilutions  in  which  Lobelia  baa 
done  most  service. 

I  now  come  to  one  of  those  curious  medicines  whose  virtnea 
we  owe  almost  entirely  to  the  Hahnemannian  process  of  trito- 
ration.    It  is  the  club-moss, 

Lycopodiiun. 

The  well-known  unmoistenable  powder,  prepared  from  tb» 
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Spores  of  the  plant,  is  triturated  for  our  use.  The  value  of  thii 
mode  of  preparation  has  been  peculiarly  demonstrated  in  the 
case  of  L  jcopodium  by  some  microscopical  researches  carried  ob 
bj  Mr.  Isaac  Thompson,  of  Liverpool.  He  found,  on  examina- 
bm  of  the  powder,  that  it  was  made  up  of  a  number  of  little 
puticles,  each  about  the  -rhrth  of  an  inch  in  diameter, 
ind  in  shape  like  a  nut.  On  pounding  a  small  quantity  in  an 
^gite  mortar,  these  nuts  were  found  to  be  fractured,  and  their 
soDtents  dispersed.  These  the  addition  of  a  drop  of  water 
(bowed  to  be  oil-globules.  It  seems  most  probable  that  the 
■Bedidnal  virtues  of  Ljcopodium  reside  in  this  peculiar 
deaginous  matter  with  which  its  sporules  are  filled ;  and  hence 
>be  comparative  inertness  of  all  preparations  of  the  drug  which 
io  not  involve  complete  fracture*  or  solution  of  the  investing 
nvelope.  No  tincture  but  an  ethereal  one  is  found  to  e£Eect 
■ohition ;  and  for  fracture  even  trituration  with  milk-sugar 
mut  be  prolonged — in  the  case  of  the  first  decimal — ^for  at 
But  two  hours. 

The  earliest  record  of  pathogenetic  effects  due  to  Ljcopo- 
inm  is  contained  in  the  first  edition  of  the  Chronic  Diseaaes^ 
4iere  the  drug  has  891  symptoms.  In  the  second  edition  the 
umber  has  swelled  to  1608.  Some  of  the  additions  are  from 
Im  fellow-observers  Hahnemann  acknowledges ;  but  the  ma- 
vify  even  of  these  are  his  own.  There  is  an  admirable  study 
f  this  pathogenesis  by  Mr.  Pope  in  the  seventeenth  volume 
I  the  British  Jowmal  of  SomoBopcUhy ;  and  in  the  second 
od  eighteenth  volumes  there  are  further  provings  of  it,  the 
vmer  by  Dr.  Arnold,  of  Heidelberg,  with  the  tincture^ 
le  latter  by  Professor  Martin  of  Jena  and  six  of  his  pupils. 

The  provings  last  named  were  conducted  with  tJie  cmds 
rug,  and  sometimes  the  first  trituration.  The  general 
^ptoms  are  those  of  excitement, — quickened  circulatioxip 
eadaiche,  increased  appetite,  more  frequent  evacuatiooig 
longer  sexual  desire.  The  chief  local  affinity  manifested 
as  for   the   urinary    organs.     There   was   frequent   and 

*  RtQ  bid  made  the  »me  statement  many  yean  ago  {Sygta^  xiii,  28i)L 
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vometimee  painful  micturition ;  and  the  urine  was  cloudy 
and  sedimentous,  ocoasionallj  charged  with  mucus  and  OTen 
blood. 

This  may  be  called  the  crude  action  of  Lyoopodium ;  and 
therewith  correspond  its  traditional  uses.  These  were  confined 
to  urinary  affections.  In  the  spasmodic  retention  of  urine  of 
children,  and  in  catarrh  of  the  bladder  in  adults,  it  had  ccm" 
siderable  repute  as  a  remedy  even  before  Bahnemann's  tiita- 
ration  developed  its  more  extensive  powers. 

When  we  turn  to  the  proving  in  the  Chronie  Dieeases,  a  veiy 
different  scene  is  manifested.  Instead  of  acute  disorder,  we 
are  looking  upon  gradually  advancing  chtonic  disease :  insteid 
of  excitement  we  have  depression  and  deeay.  Whether  we 
regard  the  phenomena  as  genuine  pathogenetic  effects  of  the 
drug,  or  (which  seems  to  me  more  probable)  as  symptonui  of 
the  patients  to  whom  it  was  proving  beneficial,  in  either  cue 
they  picture  its  sphere  and  kind  of  action.  Mental,  n&rrcfOB, 
and  bodily  weakness  ;  sallow  complexion,  and  cold  extremities; 
anorexia,  slow  and  depressed  digestion,  flatulence,  and  comti^ 
pation ;  a  passive  catarrh  of  the  air-passages ;  and  an  un- 
healthy state  of  the  skin — are  the  morbid  conditions  presented 
to  us.  This  is  the  general  character  of  the  profounder  actki 
of  Lycopodium.  Let  us  pass  on  to  fix  its  sphere  as  a  remedf 
from  clinical  experience. 

We  may  lay  it  down  that  Lycopodium  has  no  direct  neurotie 
or  hsamatic  influence.  It  is  a  purely  vegetative  remedy,affoctiiig 
the  three  great  tracts  of  mucous  membrane  with  their  cuta- 
neous continuation. 

1.  The  digestive  canal,  with  the  liver,  is  the  most  importui 
■eat  of  the  action  of  Lycopodium.  There  is  a  form  of  dyspepni 
in  which  it  is  quite  specific.  A  typical  case  of  this  is  related 
by  Dr.  Hutchinson  in  the  twenty-fiifth  volume  of  the  BriM 
Jmirnal  of  HonuBopathy.  It  is  so  illustrative  of  i^jLe  medidoe 
that  I  will  read  you  the  patient's  description  of  her  sufferiQgi* 
She  complained  of  ''  pain  under  the  ribs  and  aJl  round  the 
waisti  with  shooting  pains  up  the  shoulder-blades ;  painacroii 
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he  stomach  and  straiglit  down  on  each  side  of  it,  sometimes 
^  serere ;  nausea ;  the  food  often  thrown  up,  with  a  sour 
Dd  then  a  bitter  taste ;  water-brash ;  obstinate  constipation ; 
Brj  painful  hsomorrhoids,  with  great  loss  of  blood ;  coldness 
I  the  extremities ;  cramp  in  the  legs  and  thighs ;  the  action 
I  the  kidneys  is  undue  and  most  disturbing  at  night.  The 
st  two  nights  I  have  not  closed  mj  eyes,  and  the  pain  has 
sen  increasing.  My  complexion  is  deadly  pale,  with  a  mix- 
iie  of  ash  and  yellow  combined.*'  This  condition  had  lasted 
ro  months  or  more.  Lycopodium  12  was  prescribed  twice 
day,  and  the  diet  regulated.  In  a  week  the  pain  had  sub- 
ied,  and  the  other  symptoms  were  disappearing;  and  she 
IS  icon  restored  to  hesith. 

The  constituent  elements  of  such  dyspepsia  occasionally 
pear  separately,  and  often  require  this  remedy.  In  water- 
ish  it  will  frequently  prove  curative.  For  flatulence  the 
dice  generally  lies  between  Lycopodium  and  Carbo  vegeta- 
is.  I  think  the  former  most  suitable  when  the  distension 
EOS  place  in  the  intestines,  the  latter  when  the  wind  accumu- 
es  in  the  stomach,  oppressing  the  breathing.  Dr.  Bayes 
I  lately  noted  some  additional  features  of  the  flatulence  of 
oopodium.*  It  is  incarcerated,  causing  bloating  and  dis- 
iskm ;  the  pain  is  referred  to  the  right  hypochondrium  and 
estines ;  and  palpitation  during  digestion  is  often  com- 
ined  of.  I  may  add  that  constipation  is  nearly  always  an 
ompanying  symptom.  For  this  trouble  itself  Lycopodium 
lids  very  high  as  a  remedy.  Teste  commends  it  strongly 
the  constipation — sometimes  so  obstinate — of  young 
Idren.  He  also  praises  it  in  a  very  different  condition  of 
t  bowels,  viz.  that  most  dangerous  enteritis  which  is  set 
in  infants  by  the  ingestion  of  food  which  they  cannot 
est.  I  have  more  than  once  verified  this  recommendation. 
iMmld  mention  that  this  physician  thinks  Lycopodium  to 
respond  best  to  the  indigestions  caused  by  heavy  f  arinaoeous 
[  fermentable  food. 

*  Brit  Joum.  of  JSom.,  xxx»  153. 
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Besides  the  aboye-named  affections^  acidily  and  heartbun 
are  prominent  features  of  Ljcopodium ;  and  it  has  the  charac- 
teristic  symptom  of  unconquerable  sleep  after  dinner,  folbved 
bj  groat  exhaustion.    It  is  probable  that  some  of  its  digestm 
disturbance  is  due  to  its  influence  upon  the  liver.  In  Prafeisor 
Martin's  provings,  this  organ  frequently    gave  signals  of 
distress ;  and  Mr.  Pope  says  that  in  old  hepatic  congestioiii 
he  has  found  Lycopodium  more  useful  than  any  other  medidne^ 
Sulphur  perhaps  excepted.     Dr.  Bayes  states  a  mmHar  ex> 
perience. 

2.  In  the  respiratory  sphere  Lycopodium  manifests  gmt 
power  in  what  may  be  called  "  chronic  influenza : "  t.  e.  wbeie 
catarrh  becomes  persistent,  with  much  general  weaknfiM^ 
Some  forms  of  chronic  bronchitis  would  doubtless  oome 
within  this  category ;  though  I  cannot  point  out  their  GhaI•^ 
teristic  indications  for  the  drug.  Teste  commends  it  higUj 
for  "  chronic  pneumonia,  with  purulent,  foul-smelling  eIpe^ 
toration,  even  when  one  of  the  lungs  (especially  the  left)  Itu 
become  partially  hepatised."  Mr.  Pope  adds  thai  fav 
medicines  are  so  valuable  in  pulmonary  phthisis  as  this,  lihm 
perseveringly  used.  ''The  cough,"  he  says,  "the  gtitrie 
irritation,  the  exhaustion,  and  the  intercurrent  attacb  d 
pleurisy,  are  wonderfully  mitigated  by  it."  It  is  probable  thit 
the  phthisis  of  this  writer  and  the  chronic  pneumonia  ol  ^ 
former  are  the  same  disease.  Dr.  Meyhoffer,  who8e*opiiuflB 
on  respiratory  affections  is  so  weighty,  says  that  he  hid  so 
opinion  of  Lycopodium  until  he  was  led  to  try  it  iB 
chronic  pneumonia ;  but  since  then  he  has  had  for  it  B 
this  disease  and  in  chronic  passive  bronchitis  the  utsMMt 
respect. 

Dr.  David  Wilson  has  lately  called  our  attention  to  the  fui* 
like  movement  of  the  alse  nasi  noted  in  the  pathogenesif  d 
Lycopodium,  which  ho  believes  to  be  a  pathognomonic  iafi* 
cation  for  the  choice  of  this  drug  in  diseases  of  children  tf^ 
young  people.  Much  controversy  was  excited  by  the  mwuwr 
in  which  Dr.  Wilson  put  forward  this  statement ;  but  I CMM^ 
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8  instance  join  mj  good  friends  his  assailants.  There  ia 
ig  d  priori  improbable  in  his  statement.  "  When  this 
bom  is  clearly  marked,"  he  writes,  "  no  matter  through 
organ  or  tissue  the  symptoms  of  any  attack  of  illness 
manifest  themselves  in  children  and  young  people,  I 
re  to  submit  that  the  whole  group  of  the  phenomena  in 
ittacks  will  be  found  under  Lycopodium."  This  is  a  pure 
r  of  experience ;  and  a  good  many  cases  have  since  been 
ihed  which  go  to  confirm  Dr.  Wilson's  statement.  It  is- 
irse  in  respiratory  affections  that  this  symptom  is  most 
mtly  present. 

Jt  the  action  of  Lycopodium  on  the  urinary  organs  I 
already  spoken*  Dr.  Arnold  says  that  he  has  seen  in 
i  cases  an  increase  in  the  secretion  of  urine  on  tho 
dstration  of  Lycopodium,  especially  when  any  dropsical 
on  was  present.  He  has  likewise  observed  diminution 
5  quantity  of  urine  in  cases  where  it  was  morbidly  in* 
d.  I  find  it  the  very  best  medicine  where  the  patient  is 
ing  from  an  excess  of  lithic  acid  gravel ;  and  look  upon 
18  sediments  of  this  nature  as  one  of  the  most  unerring^ 
.tions  for  its  choice  in  dyspepsia. 

[lycopodium  is  very  good  for  the  intertrigo  of  children 
or  dry  porrigo  capitis.  It  is  said  to  be  curative  in 
icourge  of  Poland,  the  plica  polonica ;  and  in  pruritus 

th  three  additional  observations  I  will  conclude.  First, 
Id  mention  that  the  tincture  has  caused  an  inflammatory 
latism  of  the  right  fore-arm,  wrist,  hand,  and  fingers, 
dly,  that  Dr.  Bayes  recommends  it  for  syphilitic 
tions  of  the  fauces,  superficial  but  spreading ;  and  that 
1^  the  high  dilutionists  in  America  it  is  much  thought  of 
^htheria  when  the  deposit  first  invades  the  right  tonsil 
lis  distinguished  from  Lachesis).  The  third  point  is 
curious.  Lycopodium  has  occasionally  been  suggested 
eurism,  but  I  had  thought  little  of  it,  though  in  a  case 
i  by  Dr.  Madden  and  myself  what  seemed  an  aortio* 
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aneurism  ceased  to  be  discoverable  while  we  were^iYinj 
medicine  for  the  general  health.  But  I  have  since  seen 
striking  results  from  it  in  an  unmistakable  carotid  anei 
in  an  old  lady,  for  whose  dyspeptic  symptoms  the  remed 
•often  proved  serviceable.  The  shooting  pains  which  a 
panied  the  swelling  disappeared  in  the  first  three  da 
taking  the  Lycopodium ;  and  in  a  fortnight  the  enlarge 
•of  the  artery  was  reduced  one  half,  at  which  point  it  has 
^continued  stationary,  giving  her  no  pain  or  inconvenienc 

You  will  do  well  also  to  consider  the  list  of  symj 
prefixed  by  Hahnemann  to  his  pathogenesis,  as  indict 
for  the  choice  of  Lycopodinm  in  disease.  They  may  yet 
fresh  therapeutic  applications  of  this  valuable  drug. 

The  analogues  of  Lycopodium  in  the  digestive  spher 
Bryonia  and  Nux  vomica.  I  know  no  medicines  really  n 
bling  it  as  a  whole. 

The  higher  attenuations  are  those  most  used  in  practio 
neai'ly  always  employ  the  twelfth. 

I  have  another  wolTs  foot  to  bring  before  you,  but  be 
has  saved  us  from  confusion  by  slightly  varying  the  na 
<5lature.    It  is  the  bugle-weed, 

Lycopus  Virginicus. 

The  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  whole  plant. 

Dr.  Morrisson  has  enriched  pathogenesy  by  a  thov 
proving  of  Lycopus  upon  his  own  person,  the  account  of  i 
jou  will  find  in  the  sixteenth  volume  of  the  MatUhly  Bon 
jMihic  jReview.  It  is  rendered  especially  valuable  by  p 
tracings  having  been  obtained  from  the  sphygmograph  toi 
«the  action  of  the  drug  upon  the  heart.  There  is  all 
the  second  edition  of  Dr.  Hale's  New  Bemedies  a  short  piv 
of  the  drug  by  Dr.  G.  E.  Chandler. 

Lycopus  has  long  had,  among  the  "  eclectic"  practitioiie 
-America,  the  reputation  of  being  an  arterial  sedative,  somen 
Jike  Digitalis.     Drs.  Chandler  and  Morrisson  both  fom 
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>  an  indubitable  action  upon  the  heart.  In  the  former^ 
18  health  was  perfect,  the  strangeness  of  his  cardiac 
itions,  and  the  slowness  of  his  pulse  (which  at  one  time 
only  48),  led  him  to  seek  an  examination  ;  when  the  first 
d  was  found  to  be  absent,  and  replaced  by  the  blowing 
d  of  mitral  regurgitation.  Dr.  Morrisson's  heart  was 
nrhat  feeble,  and  its  action  inclined  to  intermit,  ere  he 
menced  his  proving ;  but  the  pulse-traciDg  taken  then  was 
eiy  healthy  character  compared  with  those  which  subse- 
itly  appeared.  The  organ  was  first  oppressed  and  then 
«88ed  by  the  drug :  the  sphygmographic  signs  of  debility 
Based  day  by  day  until  the  proving  was  suspended,  and* 
(olarity — not  mere  intermission — of  pulse  became  the  rule 
»d  of  the  exception. 

r.  Hale  says  that  Lycopus  has  become  one  of  his  most 
ured  and  trusted  remedied  in  functional  diseases  of  the 
t,  especially  when  there  is  cardiac  irritability  with  de- 
led force.  Dr.  Morrisson  has  recorded  two  cases  of  the 
)  kind  in  which  the  drug  was  very  useful :  in  one  of  these 
)  was  a  great  tendency  to  exophthalmos,  showing  the 
iac  symptoms  to  be  those  belonging  to  Graves'  disease. 
16  British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy  for  April  in  the  present 
is  a  case  reported  from  Honolulu,  io  which  double 
liar  disease  of  the  heart,  with  all  its  associated  symptoms, 
eo  greatly  relieved  by  the  continued  use  of  the  medicine, 
the  patient  was  able  to  return  to  work  ;  and,  though  some 
imal  sound  continued  audible,  he  considered  himself  in 
»t  health.  All  this  is  very  promising ;  and  the  drug 
Id  be  fairly  tested. 

16  dilutions  from  the  first  to  the  third  decimal  have  been 
9  used — the  provings  having  been  conducted  with  full 
B  of  the  mother-tincture. 

I  the  Magnesian  salts  two  are  used  in  homoeopathic 
fcioe.    The  carbonate, 
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Magnesia  carbonica, 

is  prepared  by  trituration. 

A  pathogenesis  of  it  appeared  in  the  first  editioi 
Chronic  DisecueSy  containing  128  symptoms,  probably  € 
upon  patients  taking  the  twelfth  dilution.  In  the 
edition  the  list  has  increased  to  890.  A  few  of  the  wi. 
are  from  Schreter  and  Wahle ;  but  the  great  bulk  of  tJ 
taken  from  a  pathogenesis  of  801  symptoms  in  th^ 
volume  of  Hartlaub  and  Trinks'  ArzneimitteUeJm 
named,  but  supposed  to  proceed  from  the  fertile  mam 
of  "  Ng." 

Magnesia,  in  its  simple  or  carbonated  form,  is  kno' 
as  an  antacid  and  mild  laxative.  Trousseau  and  Pidoi 
out  that  the  evacuations  produced  by  it  are,  at  first 
liquid  faeces ;  but  that  its  continued  use  sets  up  s 
inflammation  of  the  intestinal  mucous  membrane, 
thus  find  homoeopathic  employment  in  some  bowel-ai 
of  children.  Dr.  Guernsey  says  it  is  indicated  wh( 
motions  resemble  the  green  of  a  frog  pond.  But  tl 
use  to  which  it  has  been  put  in  the  school  of  Hah 
is  in  the  treatment  of  delaying  and  scanty  mensefi 
on  their  appearance,  they  are  of  a  dark  colour  and 
•consistence. 

The  chloride  of  Magnesium, 

Magnesia  muriatica, 

is  prepared  by  aqueous  solution. 

The  first  edition  of  the  Chronic  Diseases  gives  sii 
symptoms  to  this  salt.  As  the  sixth  dilution  is  reconu 
for  administration,  they  were  possibly  obtained  from  th 
In  the  second  edition,  749  symptoms  are  ascribed  to  it, 
of  the  additions  here  also  proceeding  from  Nenning  t 
Hartlaub  and  Trinks. 
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inemann  thought  that  the  yirtues  of  sea-bathing  might 
tlj  due  to  the  large  proportion  of  chloride  of  magnesium 
led  in  the  water ;  and  considered  the  salt  a  powerful 
>ric.  It  has  hardly,  however,  fulfilled  his  anticipations ; 
1  experience  has  sustained  his  recommendation  of  it  in 
tjf  hard,  difGicult,  insufficient,  and  delaying  stools," 
sometimeB  (Dr.  Guernsey  says)  crumble  to  pieces 
y  they  pass  the  anus.  Noack  and  Trinks  commend 
tironic  congestion  and  induration  of  the  liver.  Magnesia 
dca  also  shares  with  Magnesia  carbonica  a  uterine 
Hahnemann  indicates  its  use  in  '*  hysterical  uterine 
bdominal  cramps,  which  extend  even  into  the  thighs 
re  followed  by  leucorrhoea ;"  and  Dr.  Bayes  speaks  of 
IP  it  very  useful  here,  and  in  leucorrhoea  generally.  He 
he  third  or  sixth  dilution. 

>Ye  next  to  speak  of  the  metal  Manganesium,  or 

Manganum. 

arations,  or  in  the  case  of  the  acetate  aqueous  solutions, 
ide  for  homoeopathic  use. 

athogenesis  of  Manganese,  obtained  from  the  acetate, 
•8  in  the  sixth  volume  of  the  Materia  Medica  Pura.  It 
OB  89  symptoms  from  Hahnemann,  and  242  from  ten 
•observers.  A  second  pathogenesis  was  published  in  the 
[  edition  of  the  Chronic  Diseases,  adding  to  these  the  124 
oms  recorded  as  obtained  from  the  drug  in  Hartlaub 
rinks*  Arzneimiitellehre, 

Qemann'sprovings  led  him  to  think  that  Manganese  would 
indispensable  in  some  of  the  most  troublesome  chronic 
38,  especially  some  insupportable  pains  in  the  periosteum 
ints,  some  weaknesses  of  the  senses,  and  some  affections  of 
rjnx  and  trachea.  The  proving  of  the  binoxide  since 
ited  by  Dr.  Lembke,  of  Biga,  on  his  own  person — an 
it  of  which  is  given  by  Hempel — confirms  the  first  and 
these  actions,  and  shows  it  to  affect  the  head  much  like 
n. 
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From  the  statements  of  Noack  and  Trinlm  it  would 
that  Halmemann's  recommendations  of  Manganese  ham 
carried  out  with  some  success  in  inflammations  of  the  1 
periosteum,  and  joints ;  and  in  chronic  laryngeal  disease 
has  also  been  used  with  some  benefit  in  Euatachian  do 
and  in  chronic  cutaneous  eruptions.  It  is  a  medicine  ' 
seems  to  deserve  more  attention  than  is  at  present  giyen 
From  some  observations  of  its  pathogenetic  effects  coU 
by  Pereira,  it  seems  that  in  workmen  engaged  upon 
produces  paralysis  of  the  motor  nerves,  beginning 
paraplegia.  This  differs  from  the  paralysis  of  lead  ii 
causing  colic  or  constipation,  and  from  that  of  mercuiy  in 
affecting  the  lower  extremities,  and  in  not  exciting  tremc 
the  affected  part.  The  sulphate  has  a  decided  action  on  the! 
This  organ  was  found  inflamed  in  animals  poisoned  by  it, 
both  in  these  and  i^  the  human  subject  it  acts  as  a  vigc 
cholagogue.  Dr.  Leared  has  published  a  number  of  < 
showing  the  good  effects  of  Manganese  in  pain  after 
occuring  in  weakly  females. 

Besides  these  facts,  sundry  speculations  have  i 
hazarded  as  to  the  value  of  the  preparations  of  Manga 
in  chloro-an£emia.  I  have  read  these  with  attention ;  bui 
not  much  impressed  with  the  theoretical  reasoning  or  wit] 
practical  results. 

I  can  say  nothing  as  to  this  drug  also  of  analogous  m 
cines  or  dose. 

I  conclude  this  lecture  with  a  few  remarks  on  the  be 
bean,  marsh-trefoil,  or 

Menyanthes  trifoliata. 

The  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  entire  plant,  dried. 

There  is  a  pathogenesis  of  Menyanthes  in  the  fifth  voltuo^ 
the  Heine  Arzneimittellehre,  containing  28  symptoms  tt 
Hahnemann,  and  267  from  nine  others. 

There  is  little  in  the  proving  which  is  characteristic;  ^ 
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Ifenjanihes  has  rarely  been  employed  in  medicine.    Hahne- 
mann recommends  it  in  some  forms  of  ague  where  the  chill  pre- 
dominatesr  Teste  remarks, "  According  to  my  own  experience, 
Henyanthes  is  most  closely  analogous  to  Drosera,  except  that 
the  effects  of  Drosera  are  more  intense  than  those  of  Menyan- 
tbes.  Obscnration  of  sight,  which  is  one  of  the  first  symptoms 
of  these  drugs,  developes  itself  alike  imder  the  influence  of 
one  or  the  other.    It  is  a  sort  of  white  mist,  or  vibrations, 
which  are  sometimes  so  violent  that  they  prevent  sight,  come 
on  irregularly,  of  varied  duration,  especially  in  the  open  air, 
Soring  a  walk,  and  without  any  other  sensation.  I  experienced 
thiB  symptom  from  either  drug  so  violently,  while  walking  on 
the  Boulevard,  that  I  dared  not  cross  lest  I  should  be  crushed 
Ij  the  carriages.    The  pains  of  Drosera  and  Menyanthcs  are 
likewise  alike.  In  their  action  on  the  air-passages  they  differ 
cnly  in  the  degree  of  intensity.     Menyanthes  is  little  used,  and 
oerer  will  be  used  much.  I  have  used  it  with  success  in  a  case 
^  amaurosis  ;  but  there  are  few  diseases  where  Menyanthes 
»  indicated  which   could  not  be  cured  much  better  with 
Drosera.    This  opinion,  however,  is  founded  on  my  own  im- 
fressionSy  which  I  am  always  willing  to  distrust." 


LECTUEE  XXIX. 

lUERCUaiUS. 

I  SHALL  speak  to-daj  of  the  various  mercurial  preparatioDi^ 
massing  them  together  under  the  common  name  of 

Mercurins, 

by  which,  and  not  by  that  of  Hydrargyrum,  the  metal  b* 
always  been  known  to  homoaopathic  therapeutics. 

We  use  all  the  ordinary  salts  and  compounds  of  MercQi7t 
triturating  those  that  are  insoluble,  and  dissolving  the  per* 
chloride — Mercurius  corrosivus,  as  we  call  it — ^in  reetififid 
spirit.  But  besides  these  we  have  two  peculiar  preparatkaf 
of  the  drug.  .One,  known  as  Mercurius  yivus,  is  a  tritu- 
ration of  the  metal  with  milk-sugar.  It  answers  to  the  Mob 
pill  and  grey  powder  of  ordinary  practice,  for  which  it  is  » 
substitute  in  our  hands.  The  other — Mercurius  solubilis— J» 
a  preparation  of  Hahnemann's  own,  and  is  known  in  Qenraaj 
by  his  name  (Merc.  sol.  Hahnemanni).  It  is  made  by  dii- 
solving  metallic  quicksilver  in  nitric  acid,  and  then  predp- 
tating  it  from  solution  by  caustic  ammonia.  The  result  i> 
an  impure  oxide,  of  doubtful  and  varying  compositko* 
Therapeutically  it  is  effective  enough  ;  but  from  the  chemicil 
side  the  Pharmacopoeia  seems  justified  in  recommending  its 
displacement  by  Mercurius  vivus,  according  (as  it  truly  sajs) 
to  Hahnemann's  own  later  practice.  Mercurius  solubilisisof 
course  prepared  by  trituration. 

We  have  pathogeneses  of  most  of  the  mercurial  preps** 
tions.    Hahnemann  experimented  mainly  with  his  own  Usdc 
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oxide, — in  large  doses,  Noack  says.  In  the  first  ▼olome  of 
tlie  last  edition  of  the  Berne  ArzneimiUellehrey  1264  symptoms 
axe  credited  to  it,  of  which  nearly  half  are  his  own,  the  rest 
being  famished  by  eight  associates.  In  the  same  place  are 
gbren  51  symptoms  as  effects  of  Mercurius  oorrosiyus,  and  45 
ef  Cinnabar.  The  pathogenesis  of  the  former  has  been  com^ 
pleted  from  toxioological  records  by  Dr.  Both,  in  his  Matiere 
MeHeaJe,  where  he  gives  577  symptoms ;  and  of  the  latter — 
the  solphide  of  Mercury,  vermilion — by  Dr.  Neidhard  by  means 
of  provings.  The  record  of  these  last,  which  were  carried 
out  on  more  than  twenty  persons  and  with  various  potencies 
of  ihe  drug,  is  contained  in  Metcalf  *s  HamooopcUMe  Proving 
The  Iodide  and  Biniodide  have  also  been  proved  in  America. 
There  is  an  arrangement  of  the  symptoms  of  the  latter  in 
Bering's  McUeria  MediccLj  and  those  of  the  former  were  pub- 
lished in  pamphlet  form.  In  neither  case  is  information 
given  as  to  the  doses  used.  Hahnemann  appends  to  his 
article  139  eflfects,  taken  from  authors,  of  '^  mercurial  pre- 
parations" generally;  and  this  might  now  be  considerably 
iBcreaaed  from,  works  on  Materia  Medica  and  elsewhere.  Of 
two  special  treatises  on  the  ill  effects  of  Mercury,  those  of 
Dietrich  in  German,  and  of  Mathias  in  English,  I  have 
largely  availed  myself.  I  have  also  drawn  upon  the  works 
OB  the  same  subject  of  Habershon  and  Sigmond. 

I  have  now  to  describe,  on  the  basis  afforded  by  these 
aouroes  of  information,  the  pathogenetic  effects  of  Mercury. 
The  field  is  such  a  wide  one  that  you  will  pardon  me  if  I 
traverse  it  somewhat  rapidly.  It  is  only  at  controverted 
points  that  I  can  stay  to  adduce  evidence  and  discuss  argu- 
its ;  but  I  will  ask  you  to  believe  that  I  make  no  state- 
without  having  gone  through  these  processes  on  my  own 
aoeoimt  beforehand.  Even  as  it  is,  I  find  that  any  sataafactory 
tnatment  of  the  subject  will  occupy  an  entire  lecture,  so  that 
I  most  ask  you  to  wait  for  the  therapeutics  of  Mercury 
latil  next  week. 

L  When  an  unirritating  preparation  of  Mercury  is  gra- 
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diiallj  introduced  into  the  system,  before  any  local  mamfestft- 
tion  of  its  influence  occurs  a  profound  change  is  being 
wrought  in  the  blood.  Its  full  hsematic  effect  is  thus  stated 
by  Dr.  Headland,  in  his  well-known  treatise  On  (he  Actum 
of  Medicines  : — "  By  some  inscrutable  chemical  power,  of 
whose  agency  we  know  nothing,  it  is  able  to  decompose 
the  blood :  by  some  destructive  agency  it  deprives  it  of 
one  third  of  its  fibrin,  one  seventh  of  its  albumen,  one  third 
or  more  of  its  globules ;  and  at  the  same  time  loads  it 
with  a  fetid  fatty  matter,  the  product  of  decompoeitioiL'' 
Trousseau  and  Pidoux  well  describe  the  cachexia  ▼hid 
results  from  this  action.  The  blood  loses  colour  and  con- 
sistence ;  pallor  of  the  surface  occurs,  followed  by  oedema  and 
anasarca.  All  the  symptoms  of  annftmia  are  present,  such  as 
palpitation,  sighing,  breathlessness ;  and  in  young  females  the 
menses  are  suppressed,  and  chlorosis  sets  in.  In  other  cases 
ecchymoses  and  passive  haemorrhages  appear. 

With  the  early  stage  of  this  affection  of  the  blood  there  is 
slight  pyrexia.  EEahnemann,  who  in  his  treatise  On  VenenaH 
Diseases  taught  that  the  cure  of  syphilis  depended  on  the 
supervention  of  this  **  mercurial  fever,"  thus  describes  it  in  Ids 
own  graphic  and  detailed  manner  :— 

'^  The  patient  gets  a  metallic  taste  in  the  mouth,  a  disa- 
greeable smell  in  the  nose,  a  painless  audible  rumbling  in  the 
bowels,  an  earthy  complexion,  a  pinched  nose,  blue  rings 
round  the  eyes,  pale  leaden  coloured  lips,  an  uninterrupted 
or  frequently  recurring  shuddering  (always  getting  stronger) 
that  thrills  deeply  even  into  the  interior  of  the  body,  ffii 
pulse  becomes  small,  hard,  and  very  rapid ;  there  is  an  indi- 
nation  to  vomit,  or  at  least  nausea  at  everything,  especial^ 
at  animal  diet,  but  chiefly  a  very  violent  headache  of  ateaiing 
and  pressive  character,  which  sometimes  rages  without  inte^ 
mission  in  the  occiput  or  over  the  root  of  the  nose.  The  nos^ 
ears,  hands,  and  feet  are  cold.  The  thirst  is  inconsiderable^ 
the  bowels  constipated,  great  sleeplessness,  the  short  dreaas 
of  a  fearful  character,  accompanied  by  frequent  slight  per^- 
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niions.  The  weakness  is  extreme,  as  also  the  listlessness 
and  anxious  oppression,  which  the  patient  thinks  he  never 
before  felt  anything  like.  The  eyes  become  sparkling  as  if 
fall  of  water,  the  nose  is  as  if  stuffed  with  catarrh;  the 
muBcles  of  the  neck  are  somewhat  stifE,  as  from  rheumatism  ; 
the  hack  of  the  tongue  is  whitish.  At  this  period  the  patient 
experiences,  if  all  goes  on  well,  some  discomfort  in  swallow- 
ing, a  shooting  pain  in  the  root  of  the  tongue,  on  both  sides 
cl  the  mouth  a- looseness  or  setting  on  edge  of  the  teeth  (the 
gums  recede  a  little  towards  the  root  of  the  teeth,  become 
aomewhat  spongy,  red,  ]^ainf  ul,  swollen)  ;  there  is  a  moderate 
•welling  of  the  tonsils  and  submaxillary  glands,  and  a  pecu- 
Car  rancid  odour  from  the  mouth,  without  the  occurrence, 
iKmerer,  of  a  notable  increase  in  the  secretion  of  saliva,  and 
Without  diarrhoea  or  immoderate  perspiration." 

All  this, 'you  will  observe,  is  prior  to  the  full  develop- 
aient  of  the  first  local  effects — the  stomatitis  and  salivation. 
yfhsa  the  gums  grow  tender,  the  saturation  of  the  system  is 
complete.  This  is  shown  by  the  effects  which  ensue  in  cer- 
tain morbid  products  and  conditions  when  present.  Indura- 
tkms  are  resolved,  and  exudations  of  lymph  absorbed ;  on  the 
other  hand,  old  cicatrices  grow  tender  and  may  even  reopen. 
An  the  secretions  at  the  same  time  tend  to  increase  in  quan- 
tity and  gpreater  fluidity  in  consistence. 

IL  If  now  the  drug  is  continued,  or  if  the  patient  be  un- 
healthj  or  expose  himself  to  cold,  certain  inflammations 
are  i^  to  arise.  I  think  we  must  distinguish  these  from  the 
inflammations  which  the  corrosive  sublimate  of  Mercury  is 
ai|iable  of  producing.  It  acts,  like  Arsenic  and  Iodine,  by 
Hi  essentially  irritant  properties,  selecting  tissues  and  organs 
for  this  influence  by  elective  afinity.  The  blander  prepara- 
tions of  Mercury  have  no  such  property  :  yet  it  is  well  known 
thai  stomatitis  is  much  more  readily  induced  by  them  than 
Ij  the  perchloride ;  and  the  same  is  true  of  certain  other 
tffections.  I  shall,  therefore,  first  of  all  describe  the  inflam- 
nations,  ulcerations,  and  other  effects  specifically  induced  by. 
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Mercury  as  sncli ;  and  then  mention  the  modifications  and 
additions  which  ensue  when  the  perchloride  is  given. 

In  the  light  of  this  view,  let  us  consider  the  phenoneni 
presented  by  mercurial  poisoning  in  the  sereral  parts  of  tbe 
1>odj  it  affects.  We  will  begin  by  studying  its  action  on  tbe 
alimentary  canal  and  its  associated  glands. 

1.  I  think  that  the  general  action  of  Mercury  on  theaE- 
mentary  canal  may  be  stated  as  follows.  The  mOdest  degree 
of  its  influence  is  shown  in  an  increased  secretion  from  the 
whole  mucous  tract,  and  from  the  glands — saliTaiy^pancreatky 
and  hepatic — which  open  into  it.  The  full  canstitutknil 
action  is  manifested  in  irritation  with  diminished  8ecretio&— 
often  amounting  to  congestion  or  actual  inflammation—akB; 
the  whole  tract,  but  in  some  regions  attacking  chiefi^  tte 
mucous  sur&kce,  in  others  the  glandular  inrolutions.  Tim 
in  the  mouth  we  have  intense  stomatitis,  while  the  salirazj 
glands  secrete  vigorously.  In  the  small  intestine,  on  the  odnr 
hand,  the  mucous  membrane  shows  little  sign  of  distuTbue^ 
while  the  liver  often  becomes  congested,  and  its  secretioB 
diminished. 

Let  us  see  how  far  these  principles  hold  good  in  the  sefcnl 
portions  of  the  tract. 

a.  The  mercurial  stomatitis  I  trust  that  yon  have  never  sees 
in  any  severe  form ;  but  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  hsie 
it  before  us.  I  will  describe  it  in  the  graphic  language  cf 
Dr.  George  Wood.  He  thus  pictures  the  onset  of  the  affectim: 
**  The  first  phenomenon  presented  is  often  a  whitish  spftiU' 
anoe  of  the  lowex*  gums,  probably  owing  to  opacity  (rf  tte 
epithelium.  Soon  afterwards  the  gums  are  seen  to  be  soM* 
what  swollen,  rising  up  between  the  teeth,  and  reddened  sk 
their  edges.  At  the  same  time  they  are  somewhat  tender  ti 
the  touch,  and  not  unfrequently  pain  is  produced  at  the  roob 
of  the  teeth  by  firmly  closing  tibe  jaws.  A  metallic  taale^ 
as  of  copper  in  the  mouth,  is  also  among  the  first  symptonfi 
and  I  have  repeatedly  been  able  to  detect  the  a^ptoaAd 
salivation  by  the  peculiar  fetor  of  the  Ineath,  before  any  <Aer 
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mgn  bad  presented  itself.    It  not  nnfrequentlj  happens  that 
the  above  sjmptoms  have  existed  for  some  time  before  any 
increase  of  saliya  appears ;  and  occasionally  there  is  at  first 
seen  a  dryish  condition  of  the  tongue."    The  second  stage  he 
thus  depicts :  '*  The  gums,  tongue,  cheeks  and  fauces,  one  or 
an,  swell  and  become  painful;  deglutition  is  painful;  the 
ieeth,  if  carious,  begin  to    ache ;  the  tongue   is   somewhat 
furred,  and  indented  by  the  teeth  at  its  edges ;  the  saliva  is 
discharged  copiously ;  the  salivary  glands  swell,  together  with 
the  neighbouring  areolar  tissue,  and  the  breath  is  very  offen- 
sive, having  a  peculiar  fetor  which  distinguishes  the  mercu- 
lisl  sor»-moitih  from  all  other  analogous  affections."    If  the 
iKseaso  run  on,  it  reaches  a  third  stage,  which  Br.  Wood  de- 
ssribee  in  this  manner :  **  The  swelling,  internal  and  external, 
Tiifresses  ;  the  tongue  sometimes  projects  from  the  mouth,  in 
consequence  of  its  greatly  increased  bidk,  and  is  covered  with 
M  veij  thick,  soft,  yellowish  white  fur,  extremely  offensive  to 
the  smell ;  the  parotid  and  submaxillary  glands  become  much 
and  painful ;  the  patient  cannot  open  his  jaws,  swal- 
with  great  difficulty  and  pain,  and  is  wholly  unable  to 
aitieiilate ;  the  saliva  streams  from  the  mouth ;  the  odour  of 
^bB  bi'cath  is  insupportably  fetid,  and  sometimes  scents  the 
whole  apartment;    ulceration  of    the    gums,   cheeks,   and 
itmfgae  takes  place,  with  occasionally  copious  and  exhausting 
1—iiuii1m|^(i ;  the  teeth  loosen  and  fall  out ;  and  even  gangrene 
^  tlie  soft  parts,  and  necrosis  of  the  alveolar  processes,  some- 
times oocors."    This  gangrene  may  extend  to  the  face  and 
aeek;    and,  though    most    commonly  spreading   from  the 
BMyitih  or  throat,  sometimes  begins  at  once  on  the  external 


ffir  Thomas  Watson  calls  attention  to  the  special  character 
^  this  mercurial  inflammation.  "  It  is,"  he  says,  **  superficial, 
sptcading,  erysipelatous:  it  leads  to  ulceration  without  any 
distiiiel  oceorrenoe  of  suppuration;  the  ulcers  enlarge."  I 
woidd  notice  also  the  peculiar  foetor  of  the  breath,  as  con- 
Mded  with  the  fatty  matter  of  the  same  character  we  have 
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seen  formed  in  the  blood ;  and  the  tendency  to  hsemorrbage. 
Observe,  moreover,  that  while  the  drug  is  thus  raging  on  the 
mucous  surface,  the  salivary  glands  are  simply  stimulated,  and 
pour  out  their  secretion  profusely.  Orfila — and  he  is  folloired 
by  Trousseau  and  Pidoux — states  that  in  mercurial  salivatiQn 
there  is  no  true  inflammation  of  the  glands,  but  only  effudon 
into  the  cellular  tissue  around  them.  But  there  is  evidenee 
that  (in  its  ordinary  forms)  the  drug  can  cause  hyperemia  of 
these  organs ;  and  in  one  case,  when  under  the  poisonoiia 
influence  of  the  perchloride  they  enlarged  and  became  tender, 
the  salivary  secretion  was  diminished. 

A  word  as  to  the  contents  of  the  mouth.  The  tongue  it 
affected  like  the  cavity  generally,  so  far  as  its  mucous  mem- 
brane  is  concerned.  The  submucous  tissue  is  also  invotfed 
in  the  inflammation,  as  shown  by  the  great  enlargement  of  the 
organ ;  but  I  do  not  know  that  the  muscular  substance  ift 
affected.  As  to  the  teeth,  there  is  much  need  of  a  thorough 
and  imprejudiced  study  of  the  influence  of  Mercury  npoo 
them.  Does  it  attack  them  immediately,  setting  up  true 
caries  ?  or  do  they  loosen  and  fall  out  as  a  consequence  of  the 
degenerated  state  of  the  gums,  themselves  remaining  entire  i 
The  latter  alternative  seems  at  present  to  be  that  best  sup* 
ported  by  evidence. 

h.  The  throat  may  be  either  acutely  or  chronically  affected 
by  Mercury.  The  acute  affection  is  identical  with  the  mereorial 
stomatitis,  which  it  commonly  accompanies :  there  is  much 
swelling  always,  ulceration  often,  gangrene  sometimes.  The 
chronic  angina  of  Mercury  is  graphically  described  by  Die- 
trich. It  is  characterised  by  a  dark  or  bluish  redness ;  greet 
sense  of  dryness,  with  hawking  of  tenacious,  glassy  mucas; 
and  enlargement  of  the  mucous  follicles. 

c.  The  stomach  is,  so  far  as  I  know,  affected  by  the  pe^ 
chloride  only  of  all  the  mercurial  preparations.  The  initsnt 
action  of  this  salt,  however,  is  dynamic  and  elective,  and  not 
merely  chemical  and  local ;  for  it  is  exerted  as  certainly  when 
the  poison  is  injected  into  the  veins,  or  applied  to  a  woaDd,tf 
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when  it  is  swallowed.  The  gastric  mucous  membrane  in* 
TSfiablj  presents  the  living  symptoms  and  post-mortem 
appeajrances  of  acute  inflammation.  UlceratioD,  howeyer,  is 
rarely  present,  except  when  the  drug  is  introduced  directly 
into  the  stomach,  as  we  have  seen  with  Kali  bichromicum. 

d.  The  small  intestines  are  very  rarely  inflamed  by  Mercury ; 
but  the  two  great  glands  which  pour  their  secretions  into* 
this  part  of  the  bowel  su£fer  from  the  drug  in  a  very  consider- 
able degree. 

(a.)  The  physiological  similarity  between  the  salivary  glands 
and  the  pancreas  makes  it  probable  that — as  with  Iodine  and 
Iris — a  drug  which  powerfully  influences  the  one  will  affect 
the  other  also.  That  it  is  so  in  the  case  of  Mercury  is  argued 
by  Dietrich  on  the  ground  of  the  symptoms  occasionally  occur- 
ring during  life ;  while  Hughes  Bennett  in  experiments  on 
animals,  and  Wibmer  in  examination  of  the  bodies  of  those 
iHio  have  been  long  treated  by  mercurial  frictions,  have  found 
tite  gland  reddened  and  hypertrophied.  The  most  striking: 
ease,  however,  is  one  cited  by  Dr.  H.  Wood.  "A  woman  after 
excessive  salivation  experienced  deep-seated  epigastric  pain 
and  heat,  with  nausea,  thirst,  and  fever,  and  voided  thin  stools 
containing  liquid  resembling  salivary  fluid.  At  the  post- 
mortem the  pancreas  was  found  weighing  eight  ounces,  red,. 
OQngested,  and  with  its  duct  dilated." 

(&.)  That  Mercury  acts  upon  the  liver,  and  is  a  cholagogue, 
would  have  been  thought  till  lately  too  obvious  to  need  demon-* 
stration.    But  the  experiments  conducted  by  Drs.  Scott  and 
Handfield  Jones,  and  those  carried  out  by  a  committee  of 
the  British  Medical  Association  under  the  presidency  of  Dr. 
Hoghes  Bennett,  ascertained  the  fact  that  in  the  lower  animaJa 
at  least  Mercury  rather  diminishes  the  secretion  of  bile  than 
iaereases  it.     This  of  course  is  no  proof  that  the  same  thing 
happens  in  the  human  subject ;  but  it  establishes  a  strong- 
probability  that  it  is  so.    Nor  is  it  any  evidence  to  the  con- 
tnuy  that  an  increased  quantity  of  bile  is  found  in  the  stools 
tfter  the  administration  of  mercurials.    It  must  be  remem- 
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bered  that  this  secretion  is  ordinarily  reabsorbed  after  being 
ponred  into  the  duodenum ;  and  its  presence  in  a  free  sUie 
and  in  undue  proportion  in  the  fseces  maj  simplj  mean  tbat 
it  has  been  hurried  on  through  the  bowels  without  their  bong 
■allowed  to  take  it  up.  This  seems  more  probable  than  that 
there  should  be  any  notable  augmentation  of  the  large  qian- 
tity  of  bile — many  pounds  in  the  twenty-four  hours — ^wliidi 
is  naturally  formed.  But  it  is  not  shown  hereby  thatMeremy 
has  no  action  on  the  liver.  On  the  contrary,  the  diminiflhed 
secretion  may  well  be  the  sign  of  the  congestion  of  the  g^and 
which  post-mortem  examination  shows  to  be  present  in  seals 
mercurial  poisoning.  This  may  be  accompanied  by  jaundiee^ 
of  the  occurrence  of  which  there  are  sereral  cases  on  reoofrdi,* 
And  in  continued  exposure  to  the  malign  infiaenoe  it  may  go 
•on  to  enlargement  and  induration.t 

6.  While  Mercury  has  little  influence  upon  the  small  inte^ 
tines,  the  large — csecum,  colon,  and  rectum — are  a  special  leat 
of  its  influence.  Diarrhoea  not  unfrequently  accompanieB  or 
replaces  salivation ;  and  the  tendency  to  tenesmus  shows  tint 
its  seat  is  the  lower  portion  of  the  bowel.  In  poisoning  I7 
eorrosive  sublimate  the  whole  tract  exhibits  marks  of  intenie 
inflammation,  going  on  to  ulceration  and  sloughing ;  and  th 
symptoms  during  life  and  appearances  after  death  are  oftcB 
those  of  acute  dysentery. 

This  is  the  place  in  which  to  speak  of  the  effect  of  Mercmy 
upon  the  intestinal  evacuations.  The  stools  produced  hf  it 
3,re  of  various  characters.  When  given  as  a  purgative  in  tb 
form  of  calomel  or  blue-pill,  it  causes  copious  fluid  efieoi* 
tions,  of  a  dark  brown  or  yellowish  colour — sometimes,  espe- 
<;ially  in  children,  of  a  green  hue.    I  suppose  these  evacuatkni 

•  Taylor,  On  Poiioms,  lit  ed^  p.  396.  Johnton,  Gbejni^  aad  Cktf 
man,  qaoted  by  Black,  in  Introduction  to  the  Simdf  qf  BomwoptUf,^ 
119.    Badd  On  DueoMes  qf  the  Liver,  8rd  ed.,  p.  478.    Hcmpel.  ]k  617. 

t  Taylor,  op,  cit,,  p.  397.  Qraves,  cited  in  MetL  l%me9  and  Chtdtt, 
juz.  452.  Overbeck,  iu  Ibid.,  Jan.  18, 1862.  Wibmer,  dted  by  Heopd 
|).  506. 
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to  consist  of  an  increased  quantity  of  the  biliary  and  other 
intestin&l  secretions.  The  green  "  calomel  stools  "  of  children 
«ie  generally  supposed  to  consist  of  bile,  altered  in  tint  by 
floperabondant  acid  in  the  intestines.  Others,  however,  con- 
sider them  to  be  due  simply  to  the  presence  of  the  subsulphide 
ai  Mercury  in  the  fseces,  their  colour  being  a  phenomenon 
analogous  to  the  blackness  of  the  stools  in  those  who  are 
tiking  iron.  The  objection  to  this  view  is  that  they  have 
heea  induced  by  doses  of  calomel  far  too  small  to  cause  any 
general  coloration  of  the  fsBces.  The  purging  caused  by  mer* 
canals  always  tends  to  assume  the  dysenteric  character; 
and  in  acute  poisoning  by  corrosive  sublimate  the  stools 
aiB  scanty,  frequent,  and  bloody,  just  as  in  the  idiopathic 
sAectiQEu 

2.  The  respiratory  mucous  membrane  is  not  a  special  seat 
it  the  influence  of  Mercury.  Conjunctivitis,  however,  is  no 
iBeommon  manifestation  of  its  action :  it  occurred  in 
Overbeek's  experiments  on  animals,  and  in  Hahnemann's 
jtoving  of  Mercurius  solubilis  and  Hering's  of  the  biniodide. 
Coiysa  sometimes  occurs  in  mercurial  ization ;  and  one  of  the 
4ogs  poisoned  by  corrosive  sublimate  in  Br.  Hughes  Bennett's 

had  constant  muco-purulent  discharge  from  the 
Bronchitis  and  pneumonia  have  also  been  observed  in 
by  this  substance ;  and  the  latter  generally  compli- 
the  febrile  mercurial  eruptions  of  which  we  shall  speak 
presently. 

These  phenomena,  however,  appear  far  less  frequently  from 
Hfltemy  than  from  Arsenic  and  Iodine. 

8.  The  reverse  of  the  comparison  obtains  in  the  genito- 
maauj  tract,  which,  according  to  Christison,  suffers  more 
from  corrosive  sublimate  than  from  Arsenic.  The  kidneys  are 
snch  affected  by  this  poison.  Suppression  of  urine  is  a  very 
Munon  phenomenon ;  and  post-mortem  iiivestigation  shows 
it  to  be  connected  with  acute  congestion  or  inflammation  of 
the  secreting  structure  of  these  organs.  The  urine  is  albu- 
^inous  during  life,  and  the  patients  die  with  all  the  symptoms 
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of  ursemic  poisoning.  Lower  down,  we  have  frequent  and 
painful  micturition;  and  sometimes  swelling  and  bladc- 
ness  of  the  scrotum,  with  erection  of  the  penis.  This  too 
is  from  the  bichloride  :  but  from  Mercurius  solubilis  two  of 
Hahnemann's  provers  had  balanitis  and  balanorrhoea ;  and 
another  (Helbig)  reports  the  following  symptom :— "  A  num- 
ber of  small  red  vesicles  at  the  termination  of  the  glans  penis 
behind  the  prepuce,  becoming  converted  into  ulcers,  whidi 
break  open  and  pour  forth  a  yellowish  white,  staining,  strong- 
smelling  matter  ;  afterwards  the  larger  ulcers  bled,  and  wImd 
touching  them,  a  pain  was  felt  in  them  which  affected  tbe 
whole  body  ;  they  were  round  ;  their  edges,  which  looked  like 
raw  flesh,  overlapped  the  ulcers,  the  base  of  which  irai 
covered  with  a  cheesy  lining."  A  similar  symptom  was  ex- 
perienced by  one  of  the  provers  of  Cinnabar. 

These  phenomenona  are  of  much  interest  with  reference  to 
the  relation  of  Mercury  to  chancre.  Other  facts  are  men- 
tioned by  Trousseau  and  Pidoux  which  bear  on  the  same 
point.  They  allow  that  Mercury  may  cause  serious  ulooa- 
tion  at  the  side  of  the  penis  or  in  the  vulva.  They  relate 
how  a  dog  whom  Bretonneau  had  mercurialized,  copulating 
with  one  of  his  kind,  had  his  penis  swelled,  inflamed,  ul- 
cerated, and  finally  gangrenous.  And  they  state  that  womea 
laboring  under  puerperal  fever,  and  treated  with  mercurial 
frictions,  were  liable  to  get  membranous  inflammation  of  the 
vulva  followed  by  sphacelus. 

4.  The  only  irritant  influence  produced  by  Mercury  on  the 
serous  membranes  is  seen  in  poisoning  by  corrosive  suUi* 
mate.  Inflammation  of  the  peritoneum  and  effusion  into  iii 
sac  is  here  a  frequent  feature ;  and  a  similar  condition  kai 
once  been  set  up  by  it  in  the  arachnoid. 

5.  I  have  now  to  speak  of  the  action  of  Mercuiy  on  the 
skin.  I  have  already  mentioned  its  diaphoresis ;  and  willoolf 
add  that  the  secretion  is  often  vitiated  as  well  as  increaaedt 
being  sometimes  sour,  sometimes  foetid.  But  whenever  Ifo' 
cury  has  been  given  to  any  large  extent  in  disease,  theie 
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iave  been  seen  occaaional  iijistances  of  its  power  of  causing 
sataneoos  eruptions.  These  liave  been  noticed  by  seyeraJ 
trriters,  and  especiallj  by  Pearson,  whose  "  eczema  mercuriale  " 
—A  form  of  eczema  rubrum — ^is  classical.  But  the  fullest 
aooount  of  them  is  given  by  Alley,  in  his  Observations  on  the 
Hfdrargyria  (London,  1810).  By  this  name  he  denotes  the 
vesicular  disease  arising  from  the  exhibition  of  Mercury.  He 
describes  it  as  ocurring  in  three  forms.  The  first  is  a  rose- 
ckms  effloresG^ce,  with  minute  vesiculation,  and  without 
constitutional  symptoms.  The  second  form  is  distinctly 
febrile ;  and  in  this,  in  its  appearance,  and  in  its  catarrhal 
complications  closely  resembles  measles.  In  the  third  variety 
tiie  fever  is  more  intense,  the  fauces  are  much  involved,  actual 
ineiunonia  is  present,  and  the  appearance  of  the  surface  is 
like  that  of  vesicular  erysipelas.  The  cuticle,  and  often  the 
lair  and  muls,  exfoliate  subsequently.  Other  observers  have 
ieoi  pustulation  occur. 

6.  Dietrich  states  that  periostitis  is  a  not  uncommon  effect 
«f  the  long-continued  use  of  Mercury.  Pereira  considers 
Ifait  this  affection  is  rather  to  be  ascribed  to  the  venereal 
disease  for  which  the  drug  had  been  administered.  But 
Chaves  affirms  that  periostitis  attacked  patients  who  had  taken 
%  great  deal  of  Mercury,  even  if  they  had  never  been  affected 
Hith  syphilis,  as  often  as  they  took  cold;  and  almost  all 
lifter  observers  admit  this  action  of  the  poison.  Trousseau 
tnd  Pidoux  mention  a  case  of  a  worker  in  quicksilver  who 
ioilered  as  severely  from  nocturnal  bone-pains  as  if  he  were 
•Jpbilitic,  which  he  was  not. 

These  workmen  in  Mercury  give  us  many  opportunities  of 
otaerving  the  profounder  and  more  lasting  effects  of  the 
mineral  on  the  frame.  Thus  it  has  been  noted  of  those 
^ho  labour  in  the  quicksilver  mines  of  Idria  that  they  are 
liiUe  to  congestion,  followed  by  enlargement  or  atrophy  of 
4ie  liver ;  inflammation  and  abscess  of  the  lymphatic  glands  ; 
^eonlg^  of  the  fifth  pair;  various  eruptions  and  ulcers  of 
^  skin ;  and  swellings  of  the  salivary  glands,  ]>eriosteumy 
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and  bones.*  But  the  most  striking  effects  seen  he 
neurotic  in  seat  and  nature;  and  of  these  I  have  ] 
speak. 

m.  The  neurotic  effects  of  Merouxy  are  manifest  < 
in  the  musculo-motor  and  the  ideational  and  emc 
spheres. 

1.  The  "  mercurial  tremor  "  is  as  characteristic  an 
of  the  drug  as  its  salivation.  It  is  chiefly  seen  in  iroi 
at  quicksilver  mines,  or  in  trades — as  water-gilding— 
the  metal  is  much  used.  Merat's  account  of  the  a&o 
followed  by  most  writers.*  The  disease,  he  states,  may 
suddenly ;  but  in  general  it  makes  its  approaches  \r 
steps.  The  first  symptom  is  unsteadiness  of  the  anni 
quivering,  finally  tremors,  the  several  movements  of 
become  more  and  more  extensive  until  they  resemU< 
vulsions,  and  render  it  difficult  or  impossible  for  the  pati 
walk,  to  speak,  or  even  to  chew.  All  voluntary  motions,  si 
carrying  a  morsel  to  the  mouth,  are  effected  by  several  v 
starts.  The  arms  are  generally  attacked  first,  and  abo 
severely.  The  tremors  have  been  compared  to  the 
chorea,  of  delirium  tremens,  and  of  paralysis  agitans.  i 
last  Watson  says :  "  The  mercurial  tremor  consists  in  a  i 
convulsive  agitation  of  the  voluntary  muscles,  which  is 
violent  when  efforts  are  made  to  move  the  limbs  by  the 
of  those  muscles ;  whenever,  in  fact,  volition  is  broug 
bear  upon  them.  It  differs,  therefore,  from  the  sh 
palsy,  inasmuch  as  the  tremor  ceases  when  the  muscl< 
supported,  or  are  not  brought  into  action."  The  concoD 
symptoms  of  the  trembling  are  a  peculiar  brown  tint  c 
whole  body,  dry  skin,  constipation  and  flatus,  but  no 
The  pulse  is  always  slow.  A  similar  tremor  is  cause 
Iodine. 

2.  The  milder  effects  of  Mercury  in  the  ideational 
emotional  sphere  are  thus  described  by  Dr.  G.  Wood .— ' 

•  Stm^,  Mat  Afed.j  in  loc. 

t  Appendix  to  his  TraiU  de  la  coUque  mefallique. 
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«t  prominent  nervous  phenomenon  of  mercurialization  ia 
increased  snsceptibilitj  to  impressions  ;  slight  causes  pro- 
cing  a  disturbance  of  the  mental  equanimity,  and  im- 
sasant  influences  of  all  kinds  having  more  than  their 
linarj  effect.  A  fretful,  peevish  state  of  mind,  and  irri- 
i>le  condition  of  temper  are  not  uncommon ;  and  restless- 
88,  wakefulness,  and  general  uneasiness  are  frequently 
.ded  to  the  other  sufferings."  Cinnabar  is  said  by  its  provers 
cause  wakefulness  by  night,  and  somnolence  by  day.  The 
aver  cerebral  symptoms  are  chiefly  seen  in  those  in  whom 
ercurial  tremor  is  most  common ;  they  are  sleeplessness,  loss 
memory,  delirium  (often  like  that  of  alcoholism),  apathy, 
be  sufferers  may  die  comatose  and  hemiplegic;  and  the 
tebral  hemispheres  are  found  after  death  the  subjects  of 
Itening,  with  effusion  into  the  ventricles. 
Such  are  the  pathogenetic  effects  of  Mercury.  I  will  pro- 
sed no  farther  to-day,  but  will  reserve  all  additional  remarks 
pon  the  subject  until  I  come  to  speak  next  week  of  its. 
imipeutic  applications. 


LECTUEE  XXX. 
HEECuaius  {continued). 

At  our  la£t  meeting  we  considered  in  some  detail , the  p 
genetic  action  of  Mercury.  There  was  brought  before 
metal  which  (save  in  its  corrosive  preparations)  has  nc 
tant  action  on  the  living  tissue,  and  exerts  its  prinuu 
fluence  upon  the  blood.  It  there  sets  up  a  series  of  ch 
involving  spoliation,  liquefaction,  and  decomposition; 
thereupon  follow  certain  local  affections,  mainly  of  thi 
«ous  membranes  and  the  skin.  These  are  of  a  low  and  d 
inflammatory  character,  and  readily  pass  into  suppur 
ulceration,  and  gangrene. 

Mercury  has  other  actions,  of  which  I  shall  speak  in 
and  its  corrosive  sublimate  has  its  own  specific  irrita 
which  we  shall  see  applied  to  practice  as  we  go  on.  But 
desirous  of  fixing  your  special  attention  on  this  gener 
fluence  of  the  metal,  as  it  is  that  whereby  it  has  plaj 
great  a  part  in  the  history  of  medicine,  and  whereby  i 
wrought  so  great  ruin  and  destruction  among  mankind, 
the  exception  of  bloodletting,  I  know  of  no  more  mischi 
treatment  ever  devised  than  mercurialization,  as  shof 
stomatitis  and  ptyalism.  It  was  bad^  enough  to  rob  a  ma 
large  proportion  of  his  vital  fluid ;  but  it  was  intensifyix 
injury  indeed  to  poison  the  remainder.  Hundreds  of  d 
and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  ruined  healths — ^to  say  no 
of  temporary  suffering  and  disease — have  attested  ii 
fluence  all  over  Europe.  It  is  little  wonder  that  the 
practice  of  the  present  day  tends  more  and  more  to  aba 
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The  change  is  indicated  in  the  two  editions  of  Sir 
a  Watson's  classical  Lectwres  which  appeared  in  1857 
1871  respectively.  In  the  former  Mercury  takes  rank 
enesection  in  the  treatment  of  most  inflammations ;  in 
ter  it  has  followed  its  principal  into  the  limbo  of  doubt- 
I  perilous  means  of  practice.  The  same  abandonment 
geljy  though  not  universally,  taken  place  in  the  treat- 
f  syphilis. 

Lt  is  the  reason  of  this  pernicious  effect  of  a  drug 
ed  to  be  given  as  a  medicine — an  effect  unique  in  its 
e  ?  Arsenic  and  Iodine  are  far  more  potent  as  poisons  ; 
3y  have  not  wrought  this  mischief.  Any  injurious 
they  have  had  have  been  (so  to  speak)  extraneous  and 
ital:  by  proper  dosage  and  mode  of  administration 
ive  readily  been  avoided.  But  the  ill-doing  of  Mercury 
in  an  essential  part  of  its  use,  and  so  inherent  therein 
(cause  of  it  that  use  itself  has  been  dropped.  The  fact 
when  Mercury  has  been  employed  (as  it  most  largely 
m)  in  the  treatment  of  syphilitic  and  of  inflammatory 
»ns,  it  has  been  its  physiological  action  that  has  been 
»r  the  purpose.  The  cure  has  been  sought,  not  directly, 
rough  the  medium  of  "salivation" — that  is,  by  the 
nstitutional  influence  of  the  drug  as  implied  by  that 
aenon.  Thus,  instead  of  the  poison  being  transformed 
medicine,  it  has  been  used  as  a  poison ;  and  hence  its 
Lcial  effects.  When  it  is  now  employed  in  this  way,  the 
of  its  action  is  recognised,  and  it  is  pushed  to  as  slight 
nt  as  possible.  To  "  touch  the  gums  "  now  is  just  to 
lie  mercurial  fever  which  we  described  in  Hahnemann's 
and  which  he,  at  the  time  he  wrote,  conceived  to  be 
jy  (and  as  much  as  was  necessary)  for  the  cure  of  all 
tic  manifestations.  This  is  to  lessen  the  mischief, 
;  yet  mischief  it  still  is.  It  is  still  doing  evil  that  good 
me ;  and  though  such  a  proceeding  is  not  so  rigidly 
l)ed  in  medicine  as  in  morals,  yet  it  is  only  to  be 
I  to  avert  greater  evils,  and  with  full  knowledge  and 
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Tliat  wc  have  succeeded  in  doing  this  appo. 
different  ostimation  in  whicli  the  medicine  is  held 
schools  of  practice.  It  has  became,  as  I  have  t 
badge  of  the  more  advanced  section  of  the  old 
reuouDoe  the  Tise  of  Mercnrr  in  disease.  It  u 
have  DO  influence  on  the  liver ;  to  be  at  least  nn 
syphilis ;  and  to  act  pemiciously  in  most  acnte  inf 
On  the  other  hand,  the  applications  of  it  whic 
according  to  our  law  and  in  our  doses  are  eontim 
ing  US  satisfaction.  Few  naedicines  are  so  freqn 
hands ;  and  in  none  have  ve  more  thorough  am&i 
looks  a  little  as  if  we  hod  found  the  due  to  the 
this  and  other  poisons. 

For  the  therapeutical  as  for  the  physiologic! 
Mercury,  I  can  refer  yon  to  certain  special  sources 
tion.  There  are  essays  on  the  subject  by  Dr.  Quin  i 
volume  of  the  AnnaU,  and  by  Dr.  Leadam  in 
volume  of  the  BriHsh  Journal  of  Honueopaiky .-  y 
with  advant^e  consolt  a  paper  by  Dr.  Qtmo 
various  Mercurial  Preparations,"  which  has  bee 
in  the  eighth  volume  of  the  North  AnuricoH  Jom\ 
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it  maj  be  apj^ied  with  best  adTantage.  We  shall  see  repro- 
duced in  fodi  a  list  the  whole  series  of  physiological  effects 
iHaA.  on  the  last  occasion  passed  before  us.  Let  ns  now  take 
ihem  in  order. 

I.  The  luematic  effects  of  Mercury  serve  rather  as  additional 
infications  for  its  choice  than  as  pictures  of  diseases  to  whidi 
it  is  homceopathic.  Scurry  and  chlorosis  are  the  only  ecm^ 
ditions  of  the  latter  kind  I  know ;  and  the  former  is  so  satis- 
hdmiBj  met  by  dietetic  means,  and  the  latter  by  the  judidoas 
administration  of  Iron,  that  Mercury  is  needless  for  their  treat- 
ment But  I  must  take  the  haematic  action  of  the  metal  as 
aj  stand-point  for  discoursing  on  its  relation  to  one  of  the 
piiicipal  blood  diseases,  syphiKs. 

I  speak  of  syphilis  as  a  blood  disease.     I  assume  the  cor- 

Keetoess  of  the  modem  doctrine  regarding  it,  in  so  far  as  it 

nefases  the  name  to  the  soft  chancre  with  its  suppurating 

hiboyand  allows  it  only  to  the  indurated  sore  and  its  sequebe. 

I  also  range  myself  with  those  who  follow  Hahnemann  in  be- 

fiemg  the  appearance  of  the  induration  to  be  evidence  that  the 

•fBtem — ^that  is,  the  blood — is  already  contaminated  with  the 

'Venereal  poison.    I  have  discussed  this  question  in  an  article 

*0n  Hahnemann's    Doctrine  of    Syphilis"  in  the  twenty- 

serenth    volume  of    the  British   Journal    of  Homcsopathy, 

and  need  not  detain  you  with  the  evidence  and  arguments 

here. 

Syphilis,  then,  is  a  poisoning  of  the  blood  analogous  to  the 
txantiiemata — ^let  us  say,  to  inoculated  smallpox.  It  has  a 
stage  of  incubation,  which  is  yet  (as  Lancereaux  has  pointed 
out)  not  without  signs  of  impaired  health.  Slight  feverishness, 
liintade,  aching  of  the  bones,  and  headache  are  often  present ; 
and  carefol  observation  finds  chloro-ansemia  to  have  already 
ietin.  Hahnemann  shows  from  earlier  authors  that  of  old 
fiaoe  this  stage  of  incubation  was  more  prolonged,  and  the 
•ridenees  (debility  and  fatigue,  dulness  of  the  sensorium, 
depression  of  spirits,  earthy  complexion  with  blue  borders 
^tt>itnd  the  eyes,  &c.)  of  ill  health  during  its  existence  more 
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obvious.  Tlien  ensues  tlie  lesion  whicli  marks  the  poi 
entrance  of  the  virus.  It  is  essentially  an  induration,  i 
ever  may  be  present  on  its  superficial  aspect ;  and  it  is 
followed  by  a  similar  condition  of  some  of  the  inguinal  gl 
doubtless  the  result  of  absorption.  This  is  analogous  t 
pustule  of  variolous  inoculation ;  and  now,  after  a  time 
lows  the  specific  fever  of  the  disease,  with  its  rash  and 
throat.  The  rash  is  macular  or  papular,  less  frequ 
squamous.  The  sore-throat  is  ulcerative,  generally  indol 
so.  Iritis,  and  sometimes  laryngitis  and  periostitis,  may  • 
at  this  time.  Lastly,  we  may  have  sequela  of  the  syphilitic 
other  blood  infections  ;  and  these  are  in  its  case  the  infiltra 
of  the  viscera  and  the  periosteum  which  are  known  as  gum 
or  nodes. 

It  is,  I  think,  very  helpful  thus  to  regard  primary,  secern 
and  tertiary  syphilis  as  stages  of  a  chronic  exanthema,  d 
ing  only  in  its  prolonged  course  from  the  acute  affec 
which  bear  the  same  name.  It  is  certain,  again,  that  Me 
has  some  influence  over  this  malady,  and  that  of  a  sp 
kind.  Few  would  maintain  now-a-days  that  it  anti 
the  venereal  poison  as  an  alkali  neutralizes  an  acid ;  and 
I  think,  would  suppose  that  it  eliminates  the  materies  < 
by  its  ptyalism  or  other  evacuation.  We  must  look,  t 
fore,  to  its  physiological  effects  to  see  what  it  is  capal 
doing  as  a  therapeutic  agent,  and  how  it  does  it. 

Now  it  would  be  easy  to  make  capital  out  of  the  admii 
of  writers  on  the  subject,  and  argue  that  Mercury  does 
can  do  in  syphilis  in  virtue  of  its  homoeopathicity  tlu 
"It  is  singular,"  says  Dr.  Einger,  "how  similar  the 
nomena  produced  by  Mercury  are  to  those  which  result 
syphilis ;"  and  in  so  speaking  he  does  but  echo  the  exprec 
of  many  who  have  gone  before  him.*    But  as  our  obj< 

^  *  So  also  Stills :   "  Alterative  medicines  act  to  a  great  degics 
tame  direction  as  the  diseases  which  they  cure ;  mercury,  for  en 
tends  to  produce  lesions  which  bear  a  close  resemblance  to,  if  tfci 
not  identical  with,  those  caused  by  syphilis." 
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trathy  and  not  the  support  of  a  theory,  iive  must  not  be  content 
with  these  testimonies,  but  must  examine  for  ourselves  to  see 
if  it  is  so. 

I  think  that  the  result  of  such  an  enquiry  must  be  that  the 

^^lysiological  effects  of  Mercury  present  only  an  imperfect 

parallel  to  those  of  the  syphilitic  yirus  :  that  the  two  series  of 

phenomena  correspond  at  certain  points,  but  diverge  widely  at 

others.    Thus  the  syphilitic  pyrexia,  whether  of  the  stage  of 

incubation  or  of  that  of  eruption — the  febrile  chloro*an8emia, 

irithits  rheumatoid  pains  (aggravated  by  rest  and  the  warmth 

of  bed)  in  the  head  and  face,  behind  the  sternum,  and  around 

tlie  joints,  and  ending  in  falling  of  the  hair — to  all  this  Mercury 

is  strikingly  homoeopathic.     But  is  it  so  to  the  resulting  local 

affections — ^to  the  primary  indurated  sore  and  buboes,  to  the 

papulous  or    squamous   syphilide  ?    I   think  not.    Plastic 

dfusion  into  the  cellular  tissue  is  hardly  the  effect  of  a  drug 

iriiich  is  so  decidedly  liquef  acient.     Such  glands  as  are  affected 

hj  it  swell  from  irritation  approaching  to  inflammation,  and 

tend  to  suppurate ;  while  the  eruption  proper  to  hydrargyrosis 

ia vesicular  or  pustular.   The  sore-throat,  however,  and  possibly 

the  iritis,  laryngitis,  and  periostitis  of  this  stage  find  in  it  a 

true  nmile.    But  then  we  have  the  gummy  infiltrations  of 

the  tertiary  period,  and  again  Mercury  fails  to  present,  actually 

or  even  probably,  any  analogous  feature.     So  that,  although 

Kereory  may    affect    every    part  which  syphilis  affects — 

though  a  mere  "  organopathy"  would  regard  it  as  a  simile 

thereto,  yet    true  homoeopathy  cannot  allow  that  it  acts 

m  all  these  parts  after  a  like  manner,  and  must  hence  (I 

aabmit)  refuse  it  the  name.    If  Mercury  can  do  anything 

to  resolve    the    primary    indurations,    the    secondary   dry 

oyphilides,  and  the  tertiary  infiltrations,  it  must  do  it  by  its 

Idiysiological  action;  and  we  must  not  think  that  we  are 

hcmioeopathizing  in  so  using  it.    On  the  other  hand,  we  are 

strictly  ¥rithin  the  lines  of  our  method  when  we  treat  with 

mmiJI  doses  of  the  drug  the  specific  febrile  condition  of  incu- 

4ittti<»L  or  before  eruption,  and  the    ulcers  of  mouth   and 
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tkroat  and  tho  subacute  periostitiB  cl  the  ■eeoadaij  period. 
As  regards  the  first  named,  it  has  been  reoentlj  asccrtaiaptf 
that  Mercury,  when  given  in  syphilis,  increases  the  number  of 
the  red  globules  of  the  blood.  We  have  already  seen  that  it 
diminishes  them  in  health ;  and  here  also  it  is  noted  tU» 
if  the  drag  be  pxuhed  too  far,  it  reduces  their  noBfair 
^;ain. 

These  seem  the  necessary  deductions  from  tbe  facts  of  (ho 
case.    Let  us  see  how  they  agree  with  experience. 

We  hare  in  the  case  of  Sfyphilis  an  excellent  opportunity  of 
estimating  the  real  effectsof  treatment ;  for  we  have  abandant 
material  for  the  natural  history  of  the  diiwso.    Expeetasi 
treatment  has  been  carried  out  on  a  hige  scale  bj  the  opp^ 
nents  of  the  use  of  Mercury.    The  resolts  mar  be  read  iaiko 
exeellent  treatise  of  Dr.  Charles  Drysdale,  On  ike  inulmmt 
of  SyphUis  and  other  dueasea  wUhomi  Merenry.     SypUfii^ 
say  the  non-mercuriaiists,  when  allowed  to  run  its  eoHio 
under  hygienic  measures  and  local   appiieataooSy  is  imtf 
other    than    a  mild    and    indolent   disease,  wearing  ilMif 
out  with  little  injury  to  the  &ame.    In  the  wofds  ol  o» 
of  them — ^the  late  Mr.  Syme — "the  case  may  be  tediovi^ 
and  the  skin,  throat,  or  periosteum  may  be  slightly  aftcied; 
but  none  of  the  serious  effects  which  used  to  be  so  mch 
dreaded    ever    appear,    and    even    the   triTial    ones  jait    ; 
noticed  comparatively  seldom    present  themsehres."     Hk 
is  perhaps  too  broad    a   statement,   and  more   exoepftMV    ; 
should  have  been  allowed;  but   it  goes  little  beyond  At    ' 
conclusions   ajrived   at   after  the  non-mercnrial  twatanwi    j 
of  thousands  of  cases  in  the  great  miiitaiy  kospttsb  d 
France. 

Can  Mercury  do  better?  In  endearouring  to  aaswer  tUi 
question  we  are  much  hindered  by  the  oonfosien  which  kn 
existed  till  within  the  last  few  years  between  the  soft  chsaci» 
and  the  indurated  sore.  Since  Mercury  is  pevfeetly  hoa(^ 
opathic  to  the  former,  as  we  have  seen,  it  may  well  prono^ 
its  healing  i£  gwen.  in  moderate    doses.     And  since  tU» 
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dumcre  is  far  more  frequent  than  the  other,  and  is  never  fol- 
lowed hj  coQstitational  symptoms,  it  may  easily  be  supposed 
by  one  who  lumps  all  his  cases  together  that  the  Mercury  he 
gifea  prerents  the  occurrence  of   secondaries.    This  is  the 
stetement  of  Hahnemann,*    and  of  two   of  his  followers, 
Sehnodert  and  Jihr^ — aQ  these  speaking  from  prolonged  or 
eitennre  experience.    On  the  other  hand.  Dr.  Yeldham  in  his 
encelknt  JSontasopaihy  in  Venereal  DisectseB,  and  Bahr  in  hia 
Sifttem   of  Hiera^peuiicSy    discriminating   more  scientificdlyj 
adtant  that  the  indurated  chancre  is  generally  followed  by 
weandaiy  symptoms,  whatever  be  the  treatment  adc^ted  for 
it    The  latter  allows  nine  to  fifteen  weeks  for  the  continu- 
ttiee  of  ■  the  chancre,  which  is  about  the  same  time  it  eecupes 
when  left  to  nature.     Dr.  Teldham,  whose  doses  approadi 
■ove  meavfy  to  those  of  the  old  school,  eonmders  that  he 
wmBj  shortens  the  duration  of  both  primary  and  secondary 
^faipiois.H    H  it  be  so,  it  may  be  that  a  slight  physiological 
•bImi  is  produced,  though  not  enough  to  affect  the  mouth. 
Bat  I  ¥«Btaie  to  think  that  a  careful  reckoning  of  his  dates 
w3l  Aam  that  his  indurated  chancres  and  dry  syphilides 
Bsarly  if   not  quite  as  long  as  those  of  expectant 
as  the  same  n  related  by  Dr.  Charles  Drysdale. 
uarlDed  efeets  were  healing  of  ulcers  and  improre- 
gcneral  health,  both  of  which  belong  to  Utte  truty 
homoeopathic  action  of  the  drug. 

The  osBdnsion  seems  to  be  that  it  is  only  at  certain  points 
and  stages  of  the  syphiHtic  process  that  Mercury  can  an- 
Mole  it  after  a  speeifie  manner,  that  is  (again  to  quote  our 
evm  Dirysdale'a  definitian)  by  the  absorption  of  its  whole 
ihysiological  into  its  therapeutical  action.    But  these  points 


•  SteMrU.  Jatum.  <^ Som^  xzYii,  896. 
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I  Bs  giTCi  firom  one  to  three  grains  of  the  ffnt»  or  from  Hre  to  ten 
piiMief  ttie  teeond  dednial  sttentmtion  of  Mercnriiu  lohiMBi  (Ij^  txoBi 
A  to  ^  sT  a  gfaia)  tinee  timce  s  day . 
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and  stages  are  important  enough.   The  primary  and  secondaiy 
blood  disorder ;  the  affections  of  mouth  and  throat ;  the  sab- 
acute  inflammation  of  the  periosteum ;  and  perhaps  the  iritii 
and  laryngitis,  are  to  be  included  among  them.    Again,  tlie 
whole  series  of  manifestations  of   hereditary  syphilis  an 
within  its  range,  whether  thej  take  the  form  of  bulls,  ab- 
scesses, and  marasmus,  or  the  slower  and  less  fatal  Tarietf 
which  consists    in  snufdes,    stomatitis,    readily  moistening 
Ifyphilides,  pale  earthy  colour  of  skin,  iritis,  and  epiphjaeil 
periostitis  in  the  long  bones.    And  further  uses  are  suggested 
by  the  results  of  its  abuse.    When  the  local  mamfestatiou 
of  the  disease  become  destructive ;  when  the  eruptions  take 
the  form  of  impetigo  or  rupia,  when  rapid  ulceration  affiscti 
the  mucous  membranes,  or  when  caries  invades  the  bones  .- 
here,  when  the  cause  is  not  Mercury  itself,  its  admimstration 
is  most  effective.     Thus  Dr.  Gerson  speaks  highly  of  coirosife 
sublimate  in  the  phagedsenic  or  sloughing  chancre ;  and  Dr. 
Yeldham  has  known  Mercurius  solubilis  arrest  phagedsBoic 
ulceration  when  other  remedies,  ordinarily  recommended  for 
that   condition,  had   failed.    Dr.  George  Wood,  moreover, 
writes  of  the  syphilitic  cachexia :  '^  I  have  seen  the  loweii 
condition  of  shattered  health,  which  for  years  had  resisted 
various  treatment  under  the  idea  that  it  was  mercurial  diseaee, 
get  well  under  a  careful  administration  of  blue-pill,  asiE 
cured  by  a  charm." 

.  We  claim  all  such  cures,  I  say,  for  the  homooopathic  aeiioa 
of  Mercury.  Whether  we  should  ever  go  beyond  i1^  and  nae 
the  drug  for  syphilitic  manifestations  where  some  measure  of 
physiological  action  must  be  set  up,  is  a  question.  It  seeoi 
quite  mmecessary  to  do  so  for  the  primary  sore  and  iht 
secondary  syphilides,  as  they  only  want  time  for  their  dii- 
appearance;  and  to  disperse  the  tertiaiy  gununata  wbeD 
they  are  causing  mischief,  we  can  nearly  always  depend  upon 
the  Iodide  of  Potassiiun.  The  only  disease  in  which  the  pnM> 
tice  has  sometimes  seemed  needful,  even  in  our  hand^  is 
syphilitic  iritis.    Mercury  is  pretty  certainly  homoeopathic  to 
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inflammaiioii,  and  can  cure  its  rheumatic  form  readily 

enough  in  small  doses.    But  when  syphilis  is  its  cause,  it 

ererj  now  and  then   happens  that  nothing  will  affect  the 

disease  until  Mercury  is  given  to  touch  the  mouth.    You 

remember  the  viyid  description  of  Watson :  "  The  instant 

that  the  patient's  gums  and  breath  acknowledge  the  specific 

influence  of  Mercury  upon  his  system,  a  welcome  change  h^-^ 

eomes  apparent :  the  red  zone  surrounding  the  cornea  begins 

to  fade ;  the  drops  of  lymph  to  lessen ;  the  iris  to  resume 

iti  proper  tint ;   and  the  puckered  and  irregular  pupil  once 

mote  to  approach  to  the  perfect  circle ;  till  at  length   the 

cje  is  restored  to  its  original  integrity,  and  beauty,  and  use- 

fahess."    The  eye  is  so  precious  an  organ  that  one  would 

wiUmgly  submit  to  a  temporary  sacrifice  of  general  health, 

if  leally  necessary  for  its  restoration.      Should  you  ever 

We  to  push  Mercury  to  this  extent,  let  me  remind  you 

of  the  method  of  Law,  who  divided  a  grain  of  calomel 

into  twelve  parts,  giving  one  every  hour  till  the  mouth 

Hb  touched,    which    it    usually  was    ere    thirty-six  doses 

i$d  been  taken. .    Trousseau  and  Pidoux  have  carried  his 

fisQ  further,  making  twenty -four  doses  of  the  grain,  and 

gtnng  one  every  two  hours  only.     In  this  way,  they  say, 

they  rarely  require  as  much  as  three  grains  to  effect  their 

purpose. 

I  have  said  all  this  from  the  homoeopathic  stand-point.  In 
Uie  old  school  men  seem  passing  from  the  entire  renunciation 
of  Mercuiy  in  syphilis  to  a  renewed  recognition  of  its  power 
Oter  the  disease.  The  recent  deliverances  of  Mr.  Hutchinson 
iie  very  significant  on  this  point.  His  recommendations  to 
physiological  action  are  cautious  enough  ;  but  when  he 
of  it  being  ''desirable  to  introduce  a  considerable 
quantity  of  the  drug  into  the  system,  and  to  protract  its  use 
Qiver  a  very  long  time,"  we  seem  to  be  beginning  the  old 
eaieer  again.  To  all  disposed  to  enter  upon  it,  I  would  re- 
commend the  perusal  of  the  work  of  Andrew  Mathias,  a  sur- 
geon to  the  Queen  in  1816,  On  the  Mercurial  Disease.    He 
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arguefl,  quite  in  HahitemtJinian  fiwhion,  that  Mercnrj  ctmB 
syphilis  by  setting  up  a  specific  disease  of  its  own  whidi  is 
incompatible  with  it.  And  he  shows  from  numerous  obsenra- 
tions  (as  Hahnemann  had  done  before)  that  if  the  dmg  be 
given  too  largely  or  too  long  the  venereal  symptoms  wiUeesse 
to  improve,  will  take  on  a  retrograde  action^  and  will  be  cob- 
plicated  with  fresh  lesions  <^  a  similar  but  distinctive  c^ 
racter.  It  is  interesting  to  observe  that,  according  to  hiB, 
when  this  mercurial  disease  has  subsided,  the  old  veneiesl 
symptoms  will  reappear,  having  been  suspended  ontj  by  the 
presence  of  the  other.  TTahneTnaTiii  makes  such  suspenrios, 
instead  of  extinction,  the  mark  of  a  dilferent  as  opposed  to  a 
similar  disease ;  and  so  oiur  position  is  confirmed,  that  wkak 
Mercury  is  homoeopaihic  to  syphUis  at  points,  it  is  not  so  as 
whole  to  whole. 

I  need  not  excuse  myself  for  having  dwelt  so  kmg  on  tka 
relation  of  Mercury  to  syphilis,  as  in  all  respects  the  sahjfft 
is  of  smuient  importance.  But  I  must  now  pass  on  to  other 
phases  of  the  therapeutical  action  of  the  drug. 

n.  I  have  shown  how  the  very  forms  of  venereal  Ulamm 
which  are  ordinarily  supposed  to  contra-indicate  Mercmy  la 
us  suggest  its  choice.  Such  affections  are  especially  met  viA 
in  the  scrofulous ;  and  it  is  an  accepted  canon  in  old  sdaiil 
therapeutics  that  where  this  diathesis  exists  Meremy  ■ 
strictly  forbidden.  We  on  the  contrary,  and  for  the  coaren^ 
of  the  same  reason,  use  it  largely  in  many  maajfestatkaarf 
scrofula.  It  is  useful  when  the  morbid  phenomena  Afft 
themselves  in  the  eye,  the  ear,  the  glands,  and  the  bones;  alv 
in  weeping  eruptions  and  ulcerations  of  the  surface,  b 
strumous  ophthalmia  especially  you  will  find  it  (best  ia  As 
form  of  the  red  oxide  or  the  corrosive  sublimate)  an  exeeM 
medicine.  There  are  some  good  cases  of  it  treated  with  tha 
latter  preparation  by  Dr.  Bocker  in  the  third,  and  by  Dr.  SU 
in  the  twenty-second  volume  of  the  Briii^  Jommai  cf  Sm»^ 
paiky.  But  for  the  whole  subject  of  the  relation  of  ManJ«T 
to  scrofula  I  would  refer  you  to  Dr.  H.  GouUon's  treatise  oa 
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the  disease,  here  as  always  the  best  source  of  information  as  to 
its  therapeutics. 

TTT,  Another  constitutional  affection  in  whose  treatment 
Meicnij  plays  a  part  is  rheumatism.  The  occurrence  of  pro*- 
ham  and  odorous  perspirations,  which  give  no  relief,  has  in 
all  aflectioBa  been  regarded  as  a  ^'  key-note  "  for  Mercury  ;^ 
and  it  is  a  well-known  and  almost  pathognomonic  symptom. 
of  iheomatism.  It  is  in  subacute  forms  of  the  disease^ 
leadily  relapsing,  where  the  pains  do  not  shift  about. 
amch,  and  are  markedly  worse  at  night — the  patient 
Wing  reiy  senntiTe  to  cold — that  Mercury  is  so  useful. 
Some  excellent  cases  illostratiye  of  its  virtues  are  recorded 
\f  Dr.  TeUham  in  the  third  and  fourth  volumes   of  the^ 


lY.  Again,  the  description  I  have  given,  from  Alley,  of  the 

iebnle  eraptkms  induced  by  Mercury  f ordUy  suggests  the 

thnee  great  eruptive  fevers,  measles,  scarlatina,  and  smallpox. 

His  severer  degrees  of  ^  hydrargyria  "  very  fairly  correspond  to 

tbsM  in  their  ascending  scale.    Mercury  suits  well  the  ex* 

anfthem  and  the  catarrhal  symptoms  of  ordinary  measles,  and 

nay,  with  Aconite  for  its  fever,  do  all  that  is  required  in  its 

treatment.    In  scarlatina  its  place  is  in  the  anginose  form  of 

fts  disease ;  where  its  swelling,  ulceration,  and  tendency  to 

gangrene  make  it  exquisitely  homceopathic,  and  where  it  is 

thonmghly  efficacious.    In  variola  it  takes  up  the  treatment 

Hkem  Tartar  emetic  has — if  it  has — to  leave  it,  namely,  where 

in  wfite  of  the  former  remedy  the  pocks  are  g^ing  on  to  sup* 

pnraftion,  and  the  secondary  fever  is  setting  in.    It  is  here* 

highly  praised  by  all  hom<Bopathic  writers. 

Y.  I  will  now  pass  rapidly  over  the  tissues  and  organs  in- 
by  Mercmry,  pointing  out  how  far  its  physiological 
have  found  their  applicatioai  to  practice.  But  as 
naast  of  these  effects  are  oi  an  inflammatory  nature,  let  me 
mj  *  few  words  on  the  general  rehition  of  Mercury  to  in- 


These,   with  syphilis  and  hepatic  disorder,  formed  of  old 
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the  tripod  on  wbich  the  fame  of  Mercury  rested.  And  here 
also  we  might  convict  our  antagonists,  out  of  their  own 
mouths,  of  homoeopathising  in  what  thej  were  doing.  Li 
the  words  of  Sir  Thomas  Watson  :  "  When  Mercuiy  is  gm- 
dually  introduced  into  the  human  body  in  small  quantitiei, 
it  produces  sooner  or  later  very  remarkable  effects.  It  cokmi 
inflammation.  Perhaps  it  may  be  for  that  reason  that  the 
professors  of  homoeopathy  prescribe  '  mercurius '  so  often." 
It  is,  indeed.  But  here  also  we  must  discriminate,  though 
it  be  to  our  own  disadvantage.  The  seat  and  kind  of  the 
phlogosis  induced  by  Mercury  is  not  generally  that  for  which 
it  has  been  so  renowned  as  a  remedy.  It  is  in  adhesive  in- 
flammations of  serous  membranes,  in  membranous  croup  and 
exudative  iritis,  that  it  has  been  given :  it  is  its  physido- 
jgical  effect  that  has  been  desired,  and  this  has  been  in- 
xiuced  accordingly.  It  has  been  regarded  as  contra-indicated 
in  mucous  and  parenchymatous  inflammations,  and  when 
the  tendency  has  been  to  ulceration  and  suppuration.  These 
contras,  however,  are  our  pros.  The  great  use  of  Mercoiy 
in  the  homoeopathic  treatment  of  all  inflammations  is  to 
•check  suppuration  when  impending,  and  heal  ulceration 
when  extending. 

1.  In  affections  of  the  mouth  Mercury  naturally  holds  a 
high  place.  It  is  not  homoeopathic  to  the  true  membranov 
stomatitis — the  muguet  of  the  French ;  but  it  is  so  to  throsh, 
which  always  tends  to  ulceration.  It  is  rarely  necesaaij) 
however,  to  give  anything  but  Borax  in  this  disease,  when  the 
morbid  process  is  limited  to  the  mouth.  For  simple  uloeir 
tioQ,  as  well  as  syphilitic,  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
buccal  cavity  Mercury  is  specific,  especially  when  followed  np 
by  Nitric  acid.  Cancrum  oris  is  another  idiopathic  disease  c' 
this  part  which  closely  resembles  the  pathogenetic  effects  of 
Mercury.  We  of  course  treat  it  with  this  drug;  but  it  is 
rather  amusing  to  find  a  writer  of  the  old  school  advocatog 
the  practice.  Hempel  cites  sucb  an  one  in  the  person  of  I^* 
J)uncan,  of  Dublin. 
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Wiih  the  mouth  we  class  the  salivary  glands,  the  tongue, 
1  the  teeth. 

s.  Mercuiy  has  cured  idiopathic  salivation,  as  from  preg- 
QCj.  Drs.  Marcy  and  Hunt  recommend  in  this  affection  a- 
ysh  for  the  mouth  made  of  two  grains  of  the  second  tritu- 
\km  of  Mercurius  corrosivus  in  a  pint  of  water.  In  in- 
mmations  of  the  salivary  glands  Mercury  must  always  be- 
e  leading  remedy.  I  may  specify  two — ^mumps,  in  which 
)  always  give  it,  though  whether  it  affects  the  natural  course 

the  disease  I  cannot  say ;  and  the  tenderness  and  swelling, 
leatening  suppuration,  left  behind  after  scarlatina,  or  ap- 
Aring  during  typhus,  in  which  the  Iodides  of  Mercury  act 
ost  efficiently. 

h.  In  subacute  inflammations  of  the  lingual  mucous  mem- 
(ine,  and  even  in  acute  glossitis.  Mercury  has  acted  very  welL 
t.  Ouemsey  points  out  a  very  heavy,  thick,  yellow,  moist 
tfeimg  of  the  tongue  as  indicating  the  drug,  saying  that  it 
umld  rarely  be  given  when  the  tongue  is  dry.  Dr.  Quin 
vies  sweet  taste  in  the  mouth  as  a  characteristic  symp- 
)m  for  it. 

e.  In  our  present  uncertainty  as  to  the  action  of  Mercury  on 
le  teeth  it  would  be  premature  to  fix  its  curative  place  in 
leir  diseases.  If  it  is  true  that  its  abuse  can  cause  them  to 
seome  carious,  the  medicine  ought  to  be  valuable  in  check- 
ig  this  process.  More  certainly  it  is  of  value  in  periostitis  of 
le  sockets,  a  frequent  cause  of  toothaclie :  its  steady  use 
sre  will  often  supersede  extraction.  The  feeling  as  if  the  teeth 
ere  elongated  is  a  special  indication  for  it. 
2.  I  have  now  to  speak  of  Mercury  in  affections  of  the 
lott.  Simple  catarrhal  angina  is  a  malady  in  which  I  think 
is  medicine  far  too  frequently  used.     It  is  recommended 

Domestic  Quides  to  homoeopathic  treatment  whenever 
flre  is  any  tendency  to  ulceration ;  and  every  mucous  exuda- 
m  on  the  tonsils  is  taken  for  an  ulcer,  and  treated  accord- 
gly.  But  these  phenomena,  even  if  truly  ulcerative,  are 
It  superficial  accidents  of  an  acute  sore-throat,  where  there 
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is  much  pain  and  bright  redness.    Cat  awaj  thk  ioflaned 
l)a8e  with  your  Belladonna  and  (if  needftil)  Aconato ;  the  dear 
-will  not  remain  behind.    In  my  own  experienoey  the  angini 
calling  for  Mercury  has  been  of  rare  oocurrenee.    It  is  of  s 
subacute  or  torpid  character^  with  pale  or  bluiah-red  swell- 
ing ;  and  ulceration  is  often  present.    Its  power  <ji  cheda^ 
suppuration  makes  it  often  useful  in   quinsy.    HahnemsBi 
praises   it  here ;   and  Dr.  Binger   writes :  *^  When  in  qwmj 
or  scarlatina  the  tonsils  arc  so  enlarged  as  ahnost  tomeeiy  iid 
when  the  difficulty  in  swallowing  is  nearly  insupembk,  and  ii 
may  be  there  is  even  danger  of  suffocatiooy  if  at  sneh  a  Hm 
a  third  of  a  grain  of  g^y  powder  be  taken  every  hour,  in  i 
few  hours  the  swelling  is  much  reduced,  and  the  diiigv» 
discomfort,  and  distress  much  removed.    The  effect  of  ibe 
mercury  in  such  cases  is  oft-eu  most  signal."     Dr.  Imbot- 
Gourbeyre,  also,  has  dofiu(.'d  the  place  and  illustrated  ths 
virtue  of  Mercury  in  quinsy  in  a  memoir  on  the  treatment 
of  angina  by  mercurials,  Belladonna,  and  Aconite,  tninilitad 
from  the  Monikiir  des  IlvpUaax  in  the  fourteenth  volume  rf 
the  British  Jounml  of  Hotna'02)athy. 

When  anything  like  the  cyuanche  maligna  or  putrid  sone- 
throat  of  the  old  writers  is  present,  Mercurius  is  an  indii- 
j)eu8able  remedy.  On  the  other  hand,  those  same  cha^ldc^ 
istics  of  its  action  which  make  it  so  suitable  for  the  sore-throit 
of  scarlatina  unfit  it  for  that  of  diphtheria.  There  is  so  moA 
phenomenal  resemblance  between  the  effects  of  Mercury  arf 
the  symptoms  of  diphtheria,  that  the  preparations  of  tUi 
drug — especially  the  iodides — have  been  extensively  used  • 
its  treatment.  I  have  watched  their  action  over  and  oief 
again,  without  being  able  to  satisfy  myself  of  their  exfirtxBf 
the  least  control  over  the  morbid  process.  Nor  can  we  expert 
them  to  do  so.  For  in  diphtheria  there  is  neither  ulcentioe 
nor  gangrene,  but  a  false  membrane  formed  upon  an  unbrolsen 
surface.  Until  it  has  been  proved  that  Mercury  can  au»^ 
this  pathological  format  ic^n,  there  is  no  evidence  tliat  it  i* 
truly  homoeopathic  to  the  dij>htheritic  process. 
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irj  may  oocosionallj  be  useful  in  cbrooiciiloerf  of  the 
nmple  or  syphilitic  ;  and  wo«ld  probably  cure  such  a 
angiTia  as  that  described  by  Dietrich,  were  we  to  meet  it 
liopathic  affectioa.  In  one  of  the  provers  of  Cinnabar 
wnre-throat  was  greatly  ameliorated  by  the    doses 

should  not  haye  said  that  Mercury  had  any  place  in 
itment  of  dyspepsia  but  for  some  recent  remarks  by 
aberton  Dudley.  He  esteems  the  perchloride,  in  the 
and  third  decimal  triturations,  very  highly  in  chronic 
catarrh,  with  distension  and  soreness  of  the  epigas- 
ind  of  the  transyerse  colon.  The  only  other  gastric 
Q  in  which  I  can  indicate  it  is  the  sudden  yomit- 
iilk  in  infants,  which  so  often  depends  on  degeneratiye 
of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach.  Here  Dr. 
highly  commends  minute  doses  of  grey  powder  or 
.  Nor  can  I  say  anything  about  it  in  affections  of  the 
nteetine,  saye  that  the  late  Dr.  Petroz  has  published 
ises  tending  to  prove  that  the  black  sulphide  (Ethiops 
i)  has  considerable  control  over  the  enteric  lesion  of  ty- 
ever,*  and  that  Dr.  von  Tunzelmann  has  lately  written 
>boration.t  But  when  the  large  intestines  are  affected, 
r  with  simple  inflammation,  with  chronic  ulceration,  or 
rsentery,  the  effects  of  corrosive  sublimate  are  amongst 
st  brilliant  things  in  specific  medicine.  Hahnemann 
)  first  to  recommend  it  in  dysentery ;  and  at  a  recent 
^  of  the  British  Homoeopathic  Society  the  testimony 
avour  from  all  sides,  both  from  high  and  from  low 
nists,  was  most  satisfactory. 

0  the  glands  which  wait  upon  the  alimentary  canal, 
w  too  little  of  pancreatic  disease  to  be  able  to  indicate 
■ative  sphere  of  Mercury  therein.  But  the  experience 
\  homoeopathic  school  entirely  confirms  the  British 
be  of  the  value  of  the  drug  in  disorders  of  the  liver. 

•  See  Brit.  Joum.  of  Bom.,  xxiii,  634. 
t  Jfoufkly  ffomaopathie  Review,  xviii,  77. 
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I  say,  the  British  estimate ;  for  in  French  and  Gcrmu 
treatises  this  medication  is  ahrajs  spoken  of  as  foragn  to 
their  practice.  I  have  already  shown  that  ezpeximentitioB, 
while  opposing  the  notion  that  Mercuiy  directly  stimuhtei 
the  secreting  function  of  the  liyer,  shows  it  to  caose  congei- 
tion  of  the  organ  and  jaundice.  In  both  these  hepatic  $M»' 
tions  the  medicine  ranks  faeUe  princeps  among  homcBopittip 
practitioners  ;  and  it  acts  well  in  quite  minnte  doses,  as  the 
third,  sixth,  and  twelfth  attenuations.  It  is  an  adyi?'^«M* 
remedy  for  what  is  called  a  ^'  torpid  "  liyer,  where  defidofc 
secretion  of  bile  is  indicated  by  pale,  costiye,  and  oSaaan 
motions,  loss  of  appetite,  and  depression  of  spirits.  TUt 
there  is  congestion  present  in  these  cases  seems  indicated  If 
the  dull  pain  in  the  right  hypochondrium,  of  whidi  Ae 
patients  usually  complain.  So  in  simple  jaundice,  as  it  oceoi 
in  children  (where  probably  the  same  congestion  is  preseDft), 
Mercury  will  generally  do  all  that  is  required.  For  acoto 
parenchymatous  inflammation  of  the  liyer,  Dr.  (Person  speib 
of  calomel  in  our  doses  as  highly  as  do  the  Indian  practitionoi 
of  the  old  school. 

Dr.  Ringer  has  some  excellent  remarks  on  this  subject, 
which  might  have  been  written  by  any  homceopathist.  Ad- 
mitting the  full  force  of  the  experiments  which  haye  leci 
made,  he  yet  argues  that  they  must  not  set  aside  the  experiowe 
of  generations ;  and  that  ^'  it  is  not  difficult  to  conceiye  tbit 
Mercury  in  disease  may  set  aside  some  condition  hindering  tbe 
formation  of  bile,  and  thus  act  as  a  cholagogue,  while  jet  is 
health  it  may  eyen  check  this  secretion."  He  adyises  minote 
doses — from  the  sixth  to  the  half  of  a  grain  of  grey  powdff 
twice  or  three  times  a  day ;  and  says  that  were  those  wbo 
decry  mercurial  preparations  to  use  the  drug  in  this  way,  they 
would  obtain  the  desired  effect  without  the  bad  results  ibef 
fear. 

Putting  now  together  the  influence  of  Mercury  on  theinl*' 
tinal  mucous  membrane  and  on  the  hepatic  secretion,  ire  ic* 
that  it  should  A>e  V>e\i^^vA^  m  TasLny  forms  of  diarrhoea ;  ^ti 
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Few  medicines  are  more  frequentlj  c&lled  for  in  the 
a  of  infants  and  young  cluldren,  wlien  the  evacuations 
kted,  of  Tarious  colours,  slimy  and  offensive,  sometimes 
ing  the  anus.    Calomel  (the  "  Mercurius  dulds "  of 
lenclature)  is  the  best  form  in  which  to  use  it  here ;  as 
paration  of  the  drug  most  readily  causes  bowel  affec- 
the  healthy.    Mercurius  corrosivus  is  called  for  when 
rder  in  children  is  of  a  more  inflammatory  type ;  and 
ly  whenever  diarrhoea  assumes  a  dysenteric  form, 
again  Dr.  Binger  has  contributed  most  practical  de- 
QS  of  the  use  of  the  medicine.  In  children,  where  "  three 
pale,  clayey,  pasty,  stinking  motions  are  passed  in  the 
>f  the  day,"  frequent  doses  of  a  third  of  a  grain  of 
wder  will  soon  set  matters  right.    In  their  dysenteric 
»,  where  the  motions  are  "  slimy,"  and  often  mixed 
>od,  the  eightieth  of  a  grain  of  corrosive  sublimate  will 
nth  remarkable  speed  and  certainty."    "  The  great  in- 
L  for  the  bichloride,"  he  writes,  '*  is  the  slimy  character 
motions."      Here  he  is   curiously  at    one  with  Dr. 
By,  who  says,  "  Merc,  is  rarely  indicated  in  diarrhoea 
lere  is  no  slime."    A  sixth  of  a  grain  of  grey  powder 
Lourly  will  soon  check  cholera  infantum  and  chronic 
)a  with  green  stools  in  the  same  subjects.     He  also 
ids  the  perchloride,  in  doses  of  the  hundredth  of  a 
n  the  dysentery  and  chronic  diarrhoea  of  adults.    His 
lection  on  this  subject  may  be  commended  to  your 
and  affords  a  most  gratifying  instance  of  the  progress 
ly  our  ideas.    If  such  teachings  prevail.  Mercury  will 
found  a  blessing  where  so  long  it  has  been  a  curse. 
le  mercurial  preparations  occupy  a  less  important  place 
dies  for  affections  of  the  respiratory  mucous  membrane. 
iuB  solubilis  has  a  high  domestic  reputation  as  a  remedy 
mming  colds;"  but  I  confess  that  I  myself  prefer 
isia.    I  can  confirm,  however.  Dr.  Bayes'   statement 
catarrhal  cough,  with  yellow  muco-purulent  expectora- 
fien  yields  very  readily"  to  it  in  the  sixth  dilution. 
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Perhaps  we  in  this  country  undervalue  Mercury  in  bronchitis, 
for  our  German  brethren  seem  to  estimate  it  very  higb^» 
judging  from  the  testimony  of  Trinks,  Bahr,  and  Hinichd. 
Here  is  what  the  latter  writes  about  it.  "  How  the  all(^ith» 
and  much  more  their  patients,  are  to  be  pitied,  that  ilieir 
school  should  lack  a  knowledge  of  Mercorius  as  a  oongii 
remedy !  Where  is  there  a  more  certain,  a  more  specifieiJlj 
acting  remedy  for  the  appropriate  kinds  of  cough  of  a  etttf- 
rhaJ,  inflammatory,  organic  nature,  running  down  from  tiie 
fauces  through  the  trachea  and  into  the  finest  bronchi,  de- 
cisive in  acute  affections,  ameliorating  in  the  chronic,  8li1n^ 
loosening,  resolvent,  restorative,  where  there  are  roughneai^ 
burning,  feeling  of  soreness  from  the  fauces  down  to  tbe 
sternum,  hoarseness  of  voice,  dry  cough,  raw,  concussive,  ex- 
haustive; sputum  ropy,  watery,  spittle-like,  nasty,  bloodj; 
catarrhal  headache,  coryza,  diarrhoea,  fever,  non-ameliorating 
night- sweats — here  is  the  province  of  Mercurius.  It  is  tbe 
sovereign  remedy  of  inflammatory  bronchial  catarrh." 

5.  Coming  now  to  the  uro-genital  organs,  we  have  in  Her* 
curius  corrosivus  another  truly  homoeopathic  remedy  for 
nephritis  and  albuminuria.  Clinical  experience  has  not  jet 
enlightened  lis  as  to  its  place  in  the  treatment  of  these  disesiei 
as  distinguished  from  that  of  Cantharis,  of  Terebinthina,  uid 
of  Arsenic.  I  have  already  pointed  out  the  homoeopatfaicitj' 
of  Mercury  to  the  soft  chancre,  as  to  any  non-syphilitic  uleff 
forming  on  the  genitals.  I  will  only  add  that  Dr.  Yeldhan 
recommends  Mercurius  solubilis  as  the  best  medicine  in  Ua- 
nitis ;  and  Mercurius  corrosivus,  in  alternation  with  Aconite 
in  the  first  stage  of  gonorrhoea.  Bahr  treats  this  difltttt 
with  Mercury  almost  throughout,  but  his  results  are  not 
striking. 

6.  The  traditional  use  of  Mercury  in  inflammations  of  the 
serous  membranes  has  (as  I  have  said)  no  relation  to  iti 
specific  influence  upon  them,  and  is  upon  our  principles  qvite 
inadmissible.  We  hold  it  of  very  questionable  advantage  to 
prevent  lympliouA  ex\]L^\>\QTi  by  a  poison  which  causes  a  h^ 
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m  of  effusion  to  take  its  place.  But  in  one  of  these  inflam- 
iions — peritonitis — Mercurius  corrosivus  has  high  curative 
rer  of  a  specific  nature.  I  have  used  it  here  even  more 
^uentlj  than  Bryonia,  and  with  most  gratifying  results. 
^  As  to  cutaneous  diseases,  I  have  already  spoken  of  those 
lyphilitic  nature.  You  will  always  bear  in  mind  excessive 
spiration,  especially  when  of  a  viscid  consistence  and  strong 
mr,  as  an  indication  ^for  the  drug.  When  this  symptom 
itself  the  disease,  as  in  hidrosis  pedum,  Hartmann  speaks 
Ifercurius  solubilis  as  not  unfrequently  curative.  The  only 
i-specific  skin  affection  in  which  I  have  any  experience  of 
I  drug  is  the  eczema  impetiginodes  of  unhealthy,  often 
ofulous  children.  Here  Mercurius  corrosivus  acts  most 
iflfactorily. 

).  The  same  preparation  of  Mercury  is  very  useful  in 
eration  of  the  cartilages  of  the  joints.  You  may  read  an 
tance  of  its  action  recorded  by  Dr.  Lawrence  Newton  in  the 
rteenth  volume  of  the  Monthly  Homoeopathic  Beview  (p.  54f3)  • 
e  ordinary  forms  of  the  metal  are  much  praised  in  scrofulous 
1  rheumatic  periostitis,  and  in  such  caries  of  the  bones  as 
ors  in  the  former  disease,  and  after  smallpox. 
lTL  I  can  say  nothing  of  the  application  to  practice  of 
I  neurotic  powers  of  Mercury.  It  would  seem  indicated  in 
ulysis  agitans  and  in  some  forms  of  chorea,  especially 
en  these  are  accompanied  by  mental  disorder  of  the  fatuous 

Rme  would  fail  me  to  speak  farther  of  the  therapeutic 
kaes  of  Mercury,  as  homoeopathy  has  developed  them.  Many 
xtions  of  the  eyes  and  ears — as  ophthalmia  neonatorum 
I  gonorrhoica,  rhe\imatic  ophthalmia,  some  forms  of  amau- 
is,  otitis,  and  scrofulous  otorrhoea ;  many  other  suppurative 
lammatious  beside  those  I  have  mentioned,  as  mastitis  and 
omous  adenitis ;  many  congestions  and  febrile  conditions — 
oe  within  its  influence.  For  these  I  must  refer  you  to  the 
horities  I  have  named,  especially  to  Hartmann;  and  I 
old  add  to  them  Dr.  Hempel,  whose  article  on  Mercury  is 
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Tery  complete  and  satisfactory.  I  can  only  say  a  few  woids^ 
in  conclusion,  on  allied  medicines  and  dose. 

Mercury  forms  the  central  figure  of  that  remarkable  triad, 
Arsenic,  Mercury,  and  Iodine.  Its  milder  preparations  appioacb 
most  nearly  to  Iodine,  while  the  corrosiye  sublimate  is  tbe 
closest  of  the  analogues  to  Arsenic.  These  are  the  onlj 
remedies  generally  allied  to  Mercury:  those  resembling  it  in 
their  action  upon  special  tissues  and  organs  we  have  mentioned 
in  their  respective  places. 

The  range  of  the  dose  of  Mercury  is  necessarily  extennTe. 
In  syphilitic  a£fections  most  of  us,  even  those  who  are  other- 
wise addicted  to  high  dilutions — ^as  Jahr  and  Hartmann--giTe 
the  low  triturations  ;  none  howeyer  going  so  fax  as  eren  to^ 
touch  the  gums.  In  most  of  the  other  disorders  calling  fxff 
Mercurius  yivus  or  solubilis  the  third  or  sixth  decimal  tritnn- 
tion  will  be  f  oimd  suitable ;  and  Hartmann  recommends  nst 
even  when  we  go  higher,  to  make  our  potencies  by  tritoration 
rather  than  solution.  Of  Mercurius  corrosivus  I  genenl^ 
give  the  third  centesimal  in  acute,  the  third  decimal  in  chronic 
inflammation.  The  range  of  dose  within  which  this  remedj 
acts  may  be  estimated  from  the  fact  that  Hahnemann  pnuM» 
it  highly  in  acute  dysentery,  giving  one  dose  only  of  the 
fifteenth  or  thirtieth  potency ;  while  Dr.  Einger  commends  it 
no  less  in  hourly  portions  of  the  hundredth  of  a  grain. 


LECTUEE  XXXI. 

ICKZEBEUM,  MILLEFOLIUM^  MOSCHUS^  MUREX^  NATRUM  CAR- 
BONICUMj  MURIATICUM^  AND  SULPHURICUM,  NUPHAR, 
MUX   MOSCHATA. 

AifOTHEB  longish  list  of  minor  medicines  comes  before  us 
4o-daj.    We  will  begin  with  the  spurge-olive,  Daphne 

Mezereum. 

We  make  a  tincture  of  the  recent,  or  triturations  of  the 
-dried  bark. 

A  proving  of  Mezereum  appeared  in  the  Fragmenta  de 
mribuif  containing  62  symptoms  from  Hahnemann,  and  34 
from  authors.  The  drug  did  not  reappear  among  his  medi- 
cines till  the  second  edition  of  the  Chronic  Diseases  was  pub- 
lished, where  it  has  a  pathogenesis  of  610  symptoms,  the 
additions  being  from  ten  others.  As  the  names  of  some  of 
these  belong  to  Hahnemann's  earlier  disciples  and  associates, 
it  is  probable  that  the  provings  of  Mezereum  mostly  belong 
to  the  time  of  the  Beine  AnmetmitteUehre,  and  have  not  the 
questionable  character  of  those  of  the  latter  collection. 

Mezereum  was  one  of  the  vegetable  substances — as  guaiacum 
and  sarsaparilla — with  which  it  was  attempted  to  replace  Mer- 
cury in  the  treatment  of  syphilis.  It  still  holds  a  place  in 
the  Gompoimd  decoction  of  sarsaparilla  of  the  British  Phar- 
macopoeia, but  is  quite  neglected  as  a  specific  agent.  Ringer 
and  Wood  barely  allude  to  it,  and  Dr.  Phillips  (who  might 
hs!fe  done  better)  merely  summarises  Pereira's  article  on  the 
-^rag.  Tet  one  of  its  antisyphilitic  applications  has  stood 
^  test  of  later  practice,  and  is  vouched  for  by  such  practi- 
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tioners  as  Hufeland  and  Alexander  Bussell.     I  refer  to  its 
influence  over  nodes  and  nocturnal  bone  pains,  dolorea  osteocopi, 
as  they  used  to  be  called.    Hahnemann's  pathogenesis  in  tlie 
Fragmenia  mentions  such  pains  as  caused  by  it  in  the  cranium, 
clavicle,  and  thighs  ;  and  in  homoeopathic  practice  we  use  it 
with  much  confidence  in  these  affections,  and  in  simple  or 
rheumatic  periostitis.    Whether  it  acts  upon  the  bones  them* 
selyes,  I  hesitate   to    say.      There    is,  howeyer,  a  case  oo 
record  in  which  it  seemed  to  check  the  necrosis  of  the  jav 
produced  by  phosphorus ;   and  Noack  and  Trinks  mention 
several  osseous  diseases  as  benefited  by  it. 

But  the  homoeopathic  method  has  added  another  valuablo 
application  of  Mezereum,  namely,  to  cutaneous  affecti(»ii. 
The  plant  is  a  violent  acrid,  and  irritates  the  skin  when  ap- 
plied externally,  as  it  does  the  throat,  stomach,  and  intestines 
when  swallowed.    The  former,  however,  unlike  the  latter,  i« 
a  specific  action  ;  and  is  manifested  when  the  drug  is  othe^ 
wise  introduced  into  the  circidation.      Hahnemann  relates* 
the  case  of  a  man  who  took  Mezereum  for  a  long  time  for  the 
cure  of  some  complaiqts  that  he  had,  and  became  at  length 
affected  with   an  intolerable  itching   over  the  whole  bodj, 
which  did  not  allow  him  an  hour's  sleep.    This  was  remoTed 
in  twenty-four  hours  by  camphor.    Bergius  also,  cited  by  hinif 
has  observed  an  itching  vesicular  eruption  over  the  whole 
body  caused  by  the  internal  use  of  the  drug ;  and  several  of 
the  provers   had  similar   symptoms.     Mezereum  is  recom- 
mended by  Hahnemann,  and  by  Noack  and  Trinks,  for  seve- 
ral forms  of  cutaneous  eruption  ;  but  Euckert  gives  no  in- 
stance of  its  use.     Dr.  Robert  Cooper,  however,  has  conunn- 
nicated  to  the  thirteenth  volume  of  the  Monthly  Homo^opatt^^ 
Beview  a  chronic  case  of  pityriasis  capitis,  with  loss  of  hair 
and  great  itching,  in  which  Mezereum  in  the  third  decimal 
dilution  effected  a  very  satisfactory  cure.     Bahr,  moreoTer, 
considers  Mezereum  about  the  best  medicine  for  shingles  ,*  and 
not  only  for  the  eruption,  but  also  for  the  consecutive  neural* 

•  Lesser  Writings,  p.  381. 
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gia.  I  have  tried  it  in  one  case,  occurring  in  an  old  man,  with 
the  best  results. 

Besides  the  skin,  Mezereum  specifically  irritates  the  genito- 
urinary organs.  "The  urinary  organs,"  says  Pereira,  "are 
gometimes  affected  by  it,  an  irritation  simiJar  to  that  of  Can- 
tharides  being  set  up;"  and  Hahneniann  found  it  produce 
blennorrhoea  of  the  urethra  and  yulva.  He  mentions  leucor- 
ihcea  of  some  years'  standing  as  having  been  cured  by  it ;  and 
in  Dr.  Cooper's  case  "  terrible  irritation  of  the  vagina"  was 
present,  and  disappeared  under  the  use  of  the  remedy.  There 
is  also  a  case  narrated  by  Hempel  of  poisoning  by  the  external 
application  of  Mezereum,  in  which  symptoms  of  cerebral 
depression  supervened  like  those  we  have  seen  produced  by 
Anacardium.  I  may  add  that  it  is  recommended  in  proso- 
palgia affecting  the  left  supra-orbital  nerve. 

Altogether,  Mezereum  is  an  active  and  promising  medicine ; 
%nd  from  what  we  have  seen  as  to  the  nature  of  its  provings 
Hiay  be  used  in  accordance  with  them  with  all  confidence. 

Its  analogous  are  Ancicardium,  Qvmacum,  Phytolacca,  and 

The  lower  potencies  have  chiefly  been  used. 

I  have  next  to  speak  of  the  common  yarrow,  Achillea 


The  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  entire  plant. 

Br.  Hering  has  given  us  for  Millefolium  one  of  his  exhaus- 
tive collections  of  observations.  It  was  first  published  in  his 
Jbnerikanische  Arzneiprufungen ;  and  has  been  translated,  with 
additions,  in  the  ninth  volume  of  the  New  England  Medical 
€kueUe,     It  contains  symptoms  from  six  provers  of  the  plant. 

The  yarrow  has  long  been  in  popular  repute  as  a  vulnerary 
Bnd  hsdmostatic.  Its  virtues  of  the  latter  kind  have  been 
sedulously  cultivated  by  homoeopathists.  Hahnemann  wrote 
^  it  in  1796 :  "  We  should  endeavour  to  find  out  if  the 
iCllefoil  cannot  itself  produce  hsemorrhage  in  large  doses,  as 
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it  is  BO  efficacious  in  moderate  doses  in  chronic  hsBinorrliages." 
I  cannot  discover  that  it  has  ever  done  so  when  intemallj 
administered,  but  it  is  noted  by  the  older  writers  that  if  a  leaf 
of  it  is  put  into  the  nose  it  causes  blood  to  flow.  However, 
it  is  a  Tory  good  medicine  for  hsemorrhages  in  our  small 
doses,  which  makes  it  probable  that  its  action  is  of  the  homoe- 
opathic kind.  I  have  myself  seen  it  act  well  in  hnmop^riv 
and  recurring  epistaxis ;  and  Dr.  Hering  cites  sereral  instaooei 
of  its  successful  use,  among  others  one  of  hsdmaturia. 

This  is  the  only  application  of  Millefolium  with  which  I  an 
acquainted  ;  but  you  may  possibly  discover  others  from  a  stodf 
of  Dr.  Hering's  collection,  which  contains  reoommendaticoi 
of  it  (from  domestic  and  allopathic  sources)  in  numerov 
forms  of  disease.    It  may  be  useful  in  "  phthisis  florida." 

HamameUs  and  Ipecacuanha  are  aUied  remedies.  The 
hedmorrhage  of  Millefolium  is  not  so  passive  and  venom  if 
that  of  the  former,  and  less  connected  with  expulsive  action- 
cough,  vomiting,  &c. — ^than  that  of  the  latter. 

I  use  the  first  decimal  dilution.  In  the  case  of  l^fftpift^"* 
mentioned,  quarter-drop  doses  of  the  mother-tincture  wttv 
employed.  I  have  seen  drop  doses  of  it  seriously  aggrsTaie 
an^  heemoptysis,  which  'supports  the  homoeopathicity  of  ihe 
action. 

We  come  now  to  that  curious  animal  secretion,  musk— 

Moschus, 

of  which  we  make  a  tincture  or  triturations. 

There  is  a  pathogenesis  of  Moschus  in  the  first  volume  of 
the  Materia  Medica  Pura.  It  contains  2  symptoms  only  from 
Hahnemann,  111  from  three  fellow-observers,  and  39  from 
authors.  The  provings  seems  to  have  been  made  with  the 
pure  substance  or  mother-tincture,  and  we  have  others  from 
Professor  Jorg  on  himself,  six  pupils,  and  two  females ;  so  that 
our  knowledge  of  the  physiological  action  of  Musk  is  conaider- 
able.     Dr.  Langheinz,  in  an  article  which  you  will  find 
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taranalated  from  the  Vierteljahrachrift  in  the  twenty-second 
▼ofaiine  of  the  British  Jowmal  of  Homceopathy^  has  shown  that 
the  STmptoms  cited  by  Hahnemann  from  authors  are  mostly 
of  doobtfol  validity.  You  may  read  Jorg's  experiments  in 
Us  pages. 

Miuk  has  long  been  known  as  a  pretty  powerful  nervine 
fltmralant.  In  this  way  it  affected  the  provers,  exciting  the 
oiealation  and  sexual  organs,  and  causing  headache  with 
falnesB  and  drowsiness.  In  this  way  also  it  is  used  in  medi- 
dne.  I  Imow  of  no  distinctive  homoeopathic  apphcations  of 
ii,  though  we  utilize  the  virtues  it  has  more  largely  than  do  our 
IveUuren  of  the  old  school.  I  always  carry  it  in  my  pocket- 
CMe,  on  account  of  its  great  value  in  two  conditions  demanding 
qwedy  relief.  These  are  the  hysterical  paroxysm  and  nervous 
paHpitaiian.  1  know  nothing  which  so  rapidly  dissipates  an 
lijilerical  attack,  even  when  it  has  gone  as  far  as  imconscious- 
ueia,  as  Moschus.  It  is  of  no  less  potency  in  palpitation 
which  has  been  set  off  by  some  nervous  excitement,  when 
there  is  no  organic  disease  of  the  heart.  Moschus  is  also 
oecttnonally  useful  in  laryngismus  stridulus  affecting  nervous 
difldien;  and  should  be  remembered  in  hysterical  asthma, 
mnd  in  hiccough.  Dr.  Guernsey  considers  it  indicated  in  such 
conditions  by  the  presence  of  great  coldness. 

Moschus  is  allied  with  Ambra,  Asafoetiday  Castoreum,  and 
Yalerian ;  also  with  Camphor  and  Nux  m^schaia, 

I  use  the  second  and  third  decimal  dilutions  of  the  tincture. 
X  bdieve  that  the  odour  of  this  medicine  is  of  importance  to 
its  action,  and  that  pilules  and  globules  of  it  are  useless. 

I  most  now  say  a  few  words  about  the  drug  we  call 

Murex  purpurea^ 

which  is  the  colouring  matter  of  the  shell-fish  so  named.  It 
is  triturated  for  our  use,  being  insoluble  in  water,  alcohol,  and 
'^Qier.  The  British  Homoeopathic  Pharmacopoeia  directs  the 
"^Aole  mollusc  to  be  used ;  but  this  is  surely  needless. 

Dr.  Petroz  proved  Murex,  in  the  fourth  trituration,  on  three 
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women.  His  results  were  published  in  the  third  rolume  d 
the  Eeuue  de  la  Maiiere  MSdicale  ipicifique ;  and  are  translated, 
with  some  additional  matter,  in  the  fourth  Tolome  of  the 
American  HomceopcUhic  Beview. 

Murex  evidently  acts  specificallj  upon  the  uterus,  rendering 
the  provers  painfully  conscious  of  possessing  such  an  organ. 
It  produces  also  in  them  the  well-known  sjmpath^c  sjin* 
ptoms  of  sinking  in  the  stomach  and  pains  in  the  breasts :  tiie 
sexual  appetit-e  moreover  is  greatly  excited.  It  has  piofed 
curative  in  several  cases  of  uterine  congestion ;  and  from  one 
of  these  Dr.  Petroz  thinks  it  likely  to  be  useful  in  ^tlie 
inflammatory  and  fungous  engorgements  of  the  neck  of  the 
womb,  whose  degeneration,  so  rapid  and  so  dangerous,  ofteo 
produces  accidents  and  irreparable  disorders." 

One  of  the  symptoms  induced  by  Murex  was  "frequent 
need  to  urinate  during  the  night ;  urine  colourless."  Acting 
on  this  hint  Dr.  Murray  Moore  gave  it  •  in  a  case  of  polyurii* 
where  the  secretion  was  of  this  character,  with  rapidly  cuntire 
results. 

Murex  evidently  corresponds  both  as  a  medicine  and  as* 
natural  product  with  Sepia. 

The  dilutions  from  the  fourth  to  the  sixth  were  used  in  tbe 
cases  cured. 

I  have  now  to  speak  of  the  salts  of  Sodium  we  tise  m 
homoeopathic  practice — the  carbonate,  the  chloride,  and  the 
sulphate.  It  is  the  old  name  for  Sodium — ^Natron  orNatnun 
— which  gives  it  this  place  in  our  alphabetical  series. 

The  carbonate  of  soda, 

Natrum  carbonicmn, 

is  triturated  or  dissolved  in  water  for  our  use. 

In  the  first  edition  of  the  Chronic  Diseases  Hahnemann  pub- 
lished a  pathogenesis  of  Natrum  carbonicum,  containing  3w 
symptoms,  which  from  his  preface  we  may  infer  to  have  been 

*  Mdnihljf  Horn,  JSeview,  zii,  305. 


NATRUM   MURIATICUM.  559 

obeerred  in  patients  taking  the  third  trituration.  The  salt 
was  then  proved  by  Nenning  and  Schreter,  and  their  results 
— ^making  625  in  all — appeared  in  the  third  volume  of  the 
AnneimUteUehre  of  Hartlaub  and  Trinks.  No  information  is 
given  as  to  how  thej  were  obtained.  In  the  second  edition  of 
the  Ckrcnic  Diseases  Hahnemann  incorporated  these  with  his 
own,  and  with  some  additional  observations  from  three  others, 
nising  the  total  list  to  1082. 

In  sjnte  of  this  extensive  pathogenesis,  Natrum  carbonicum 
baa  found  very  little  employment.  Hahnemann  says  that  it 
is  useful  in  weakness  of  the  stomach,  leading  to  great  dis- 
comfort from  slight  dietetic  transgressions.  Dr.  Bayes  has 
foQiid  it  give  relief  in  subacute  inflammatory  irritation  of  the 
whole  alimentary  mucous  membrane,  from  the  mouth  to  the 
tiras ;  Dr.  Madden  thought  well  of  it  in  deficient  menstruation 
in  adult  females ;  Dr.  Lippe  commends  it  in  headache  from 
^posore  to  the  sun  or  to  gaslight,  such  as  Glonoin  benefits ; 
^d  Dr.  Onemsey  in  inflammation  of  the  external  nose.  But 
>t  is  hardly  mentioned  by  the  systematic  writers  on  homoeo- 
pathic therapeutics ;  and  to  this  correspond  the  conclusions 
from  recent  experimentation  that  the  soda  salts,  unlike  those 
of  potash,  have  little  specific  action  upon  the  system. 

I  speak  of  the  common  preparations  of  soda,  such  as  the 
Carbonates  and  the  acetates,  which  are  used  as  antacids.  But 
^e  are  transferred  into  another  region  when  we  come  to 
*ti  combination  with  hydrochloric  acid,  the  chloride  of 
•odium,  or 

Natrum  muriaticum. 

We  prepare  this  salt  in  the  same  way  as  the  carbonate. 

Katnim  muriaticum  has  a  pathogenesis  in  the  first  edition 
^the  Chronic  Diseases^  consisting  of  897  symptoms.  A  good 
'^y  are  supplied  by  three  associates,  and  of  these  Hahne- 
^'^sim  states  that  they  were  obtained  on  healthy  persons  by 
^^bng  globules  saturated  with  the  thirtieth  dilution.  In  the 
^^nd  edition  the  list  has  swollen  to  1349 ;  and  most  of  the 


They  are  to  me  most  disappoiutiug.  When  I  ti 
the  provcrs  generally  became  coustipat^d  whi 
.poteuciea  ;  that  the  liver  was  usually  Bomevhal 
prover  having  much  biliary  colouring  matter  i 
Ihat  the  sexual  desire  waa  diminished  and  (in 
menstruation  delayed;  that  pains  in  the  tfau 
finger  were  common,  and  the  akin  often  sho 
irritation — I  have  summed  up  the  main  re 
proving.  It  gives  us  little  more  than  what  had 
elicited  as  the  action  of  salt  from  the  symptom 
by  those  who  had  immoderately  used  it.  Thee 
butic  degeneration  of  the  blood  and  tissues ;  var 
and  ulcers  upon  the  atdn ;  delay  of  menatma 
-one  mau  genital  irritability  with  its  aecompaayu 

Nor  has  phynol<^cal  experimentation  ad' 
material  to  our  knowledge.  Hunch  and  Ploori 
large  quantities  of  salt  for  days  t<^eUier,  vith  1 
the  blood,  tiaauea,  or  aecretions,  save  that  the  i 
of  the  former  were  diminished  in  number. 

Therapeutically,  however,  Natrum  muriaticOE 
respectable  place  in  homoMpathic   practice;  ti 
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id  m-coloured  skin.  In  a  case  of  tliis  kind  which  came 
telj  under  my  care,  and  where  suspicions  of  organic- 
ddominal  disease  were  entertained,  a  few  occasional  doses 
I  Natmm  muriaticum  30  changed  the  whole  condition,  and 
litiated  a  complete  recovery.  There  was  much  depression 
E  spirits  here;  and  Dr.  Bayes  recommends  the  medicine 
trongly  in  a  form  of  passive  hypochondriasis.  "  There  is,"^ 
IB  writes,  **  a  sort  of  despairing  hopeless  feeling  about  the 
ntore,  accompanied  by  dryness  of  the  mouth,  irritable 
ducoob  membrane,  often  with  sore  tongue  and  slight  ulcera- 
biiB,  and  almost  invariably  chronic  constipation,  with  hard 
4ool." 

Save  in  these  chronic  morbid  conditions,  the  only  use  of 
fatrom  muriaticum  which  has  established  itself  in  homoeo- 
laihic  practice  is  in  intermittent  fever.  Wurmb  and  Caspar 
poke  slightingly  of  it;  but  Thorer,  Neumann,  and  Hartlaub 
oond  it  effective,  and  an  eminent  American  physician — 
)r.  Pearson — writes :  "  If  there  be  in  our  Materia  Medica  any 
neh  thing  as  a  specific  for  intermittent  fever,  it  is  Natrum 
Boriaticum."  *  It  is  of  course  in  chronic  agues  especially 
hat  it  is  so  useful,  and  in  the  malarial  cachexia  when 
iiraming  the  features  I  have  already  described.  But  even 
rhen  the  disease  is  recent  it  is  reported  very  effective  if  the 
luuracteristic  symptoms  are  present.  They  are  thus  described 
ff  Br.  Ouemsey :  "  exanthematous  spots,  looking  like  large 
leas,  on  the  lips ;  an  excessive  thirst  before  and  during  the 
liin,  no  thirst  during  the  hot  stage ;  in  the  heat,  or  at  its 
lose,  a  headache  as  though  a  thousand  little  hammers  were 
mocking  upon  the  brain  may  begin,  lasting  a  long  time  even 
ifler  the  perspiration  has  passed  away ;  the  attack  comes  on 
n  the  fore  part  of  the  day ;  after  it  passes  off,  the  patient 
fiihes  to  retain  a  recumbent  position,  does  not  feel  able  to 
get  up,  or  go  about  anything."  Bahr  commends  it  in  chronic 
suei  where  the  patient  has  a  greyish-yellow  look,  and  the 
ipleen  and  liver  are  very  much  enlarged. 

*  United  States  Med.  and  Surg,  Journal,  i,  211. 
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This  reputation  of  Natrum  muriaticum  in  ague 
as  it  has  been — with  the  higher  dilutions  of  the  c 
a  little  curious  when  we  remember  that  salt  is 
febrifuges  of  repute  in  the  old  school,  of  course  in 
doses.  Piorry  was  a  constant  advocate  of  its  ilm 
WiUemin,  in  a  report  to  the  Board  of  Trade  in  I 
experience  in  the  East,  says  that  in  Damascus  oo 
stopped  the  fever  six  times  out  of  every  seven ;  t 
doses  of  half  an  ounce  each  being  generally  suffici 
purpose.  It  was  especially  useful,  he  says,  in  2 
dividuals.* 

As  analogues  of  Natrum  muriaticum  I  n^ 
Alumina,  Qraphites,  Lycopodvwmy  Plumhuniy  and  Zi 

As  regards  dose,  I  may  cite  the  observation  of  T 
under  whose  superintendence  the  re-proving  was  c 
— "  I  am,  alas !  (I  say  alas !  for  I  would  much  r 
upheld  the  larger  doses  which  accord  with  current 
am  compelled  to  declare  myself  for  the  higher  dilu 
physiological  experiments  made  with  Natrum  mui 
well  as  the  great  majority  of  the  clinical  result 
therewith,  speak  decisively  and  distinctly  for 
parations."  All  subsequent  experience  points  ii 
direction. 

Our  third  preparation  of  soda  is  the  well-known  * 

salts," 

Natnim  sulphuricum. 

It  is  prepared  like  the  others. 

Natrum  sulphuricum  has  been  proved  by  Scl 
Nenning.  Their  results,  with  all  else  that  is  knc 
drug,  have  been  collected  by  Dr.  Hering  into  c 
pathogeneses  of  his  Materia  Medica, 

Dr.  Hering's  catalogue  of  symptoms  is  admirabl; 
for  symptomatic  prescribing,  but  is  hardly  helpfi 

*  See  Pereira,  fourth  edition,  in  he. 
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bling  a  definite  conception  to  be  formed  of  the  special  action 
lie  drag.  It  seems  to  cause  disturbance  of  an  ordinary 
I  in  well-nigh  every  region  of  the  body.  Dr.  von  Orau- 
Ly  however,  has  made  a  beginning  towards  defining  its 
itive  sphere.  He  thinks  it  one  of  the  most  important  reme- 
!  for  what  he  calls  the  "  hydrogenoid  constitution,"  where 
patients  are  hydrsemic.  In  such  cases  a  gonorrhoeal  ana- 
sis  is,  according  to  him,  nearly  always  to  be  discovered;  and 
xmnects  the  morbid  state  with  the  sycosis  of  Hahnemann 
his  contemporaries,  and  with  the  leucaemia  of  Yirchow  and 
nett.  I  shall  have  more  to  say  on  this  subject  when  I  come 
rhuja,  which  medicine  is  generally  used  by  him  in  the  treat- 
it  of  such  patients.  It  is  only  given  occasionally,  however ; 
le  Natrum  sulphuricum  is  continued  persistently,  four  or 
drops  of  the  third  decimal  dilution  being  taken  several 
es  a  day.  Dr.  von  Grauvogl  relates  several  cases  illustra- 
t  of  this  treatment ;  and  in  the  twenty-second  volume  of 
British  Journal  of  Homceopathy  you  may  read  a  cure  of 
betes  mellitus  by  it,  reported  by  Dr.  -^gidi.  Here  the 
tmm  was  evidently  the  efficient  agent,  as  only  one  dose  of 
ija  30 — chosen  because  of  the  patient's  gonorrhoeal  history 
ras  taken. 

^vious  to  von  Grauvogl,  it  had  been  used  in  America  in 
h  dilutions  for  phthisis,  chronic  diarrhoea  and  flatulence,  and 
itica,  to  the  last  of  which  its  symptoms  strikingly  point. 
B  also  said  to  inflame  the  lower  end  of  the  ileum  ;  and  to 
e  proved  curative  accordingly  in  a  case  of  recurrent  in- 
omatory  colic,  where  the  pain  always  commenced  in  the 
tit  groin, 
ibave  nothing  further  to  say  of  analogous  medicines  or  dose. 

bid  now  a  few  words  about  a  medicine  which,  though  in- 
ded  by  Dr.  Hale  among  his  new  American  remedies,  we  yet 
fi  to  one  of  our  French  colleagues.  It  is  the  small-flowered 
bw  pond-lily — 
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Nuphar  lutea. 

The  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  whole  plant. 

The  proving  to  which  I  have  alluded,  by  Dr.  Pitet  of  Ym, 
is  giyen  in  Dr.  Hale's  book,  with  clinical  obseryations.  It 
was  conducted  with  the  medium  dilutions. 

This  proving  confirms  the  ancient  reputation  of  Nuphar  if 
an  anaphrodisiac.  It  shows  also  its  power  to  excite  a  dianhoBi^ 
which  is  most  troublesome  in  the  early  morning.  These  an 
the  pathogenetic  effects  of  Nuphar  which  have  led  to  practical 
results.  Several  cases  of  morning  diarrhoea^  and  of  zixm 
spermatorrhoea,  are  reported  in  Dr.  Hale's  article  in  which  tibe 
medicine  was  used  with  very  happy  results. 

Agnus  castus  and  Mumex  criepus  are  the  two  medicioflf 
which  cover  the  double  sphere  of  action  of  Nuphar  lutea. 

The  dilutions  from  the  first  to  the  sixth  have  been  sucoen- 
fully  used. 

I  have  nothing  to  tell  you  about  Nux  juglans,  the  walnut^ 
though  it  has  been  proved.  But  before  coming  to  the  "  Nux** 
par  exccUence,  I  must  speak  of  the  nutmeg,  commonly  called 
Myristica,  but  by  us 

Nux  moschata. 

The  activity  of  nutmegs  is  supposed  to  depend  upon  tlM 
volatile  oil  they  contain,  in  the  proportion  of  6  per  cent.  Tto 
oil,  or  its  solution  in  spirit  (1  part  in  10),  is  officinal  in  ^ 
British  Pharmacopoeia.  The  homoeopathic  preparation,  bov- 
ever,  is  a  tincture  made  from  the  nuts  with  rectified  spirit. 

Nux  moschata  was  fully  proved  about  1833  upon  twohe 
male  and  nine  female  subjects  by  Dr.  0.  J.  Helbig,  who  abo 
experimented  upon  himself.  The  results  obtained  were  poh- 
lished  in  a  monograph,  entitled  "  Heraklides,"  which  contained 
also  a  compendium  of  all  that  had  been  said  about  the  drag 
in  previous  literature.  In  the  first  volume  of  the  Bhuei^^ 
Matiere  Medicate  ajpecifique,  Dr.  Roth  has  translated  the  pW* 
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iug,  arranging  the  symptoms  under  the  head  of  their  subjectF, 
•and  also  some  of  the  cases  of  poisoning.  Lastly,  in  his  volume 
of  MaJUria  Mediea  (1873),  Dr.  Hering  has  made  an  exhaustive 
compilation  of  Helbig's  and  all  later  materials  for  the  know- 
ledge of  the  effects,  pathogenetic  and  curative,  of  the  drug. 

Nutmegs  are  classed  among  the  '*  narcotics ; "  but  their 
aaroosis  is  of  a  very  distinctive  character.     Schmidius  (1683) 
lelates  the  case  of  a  nobleman,  aged  36,  in  whom  four  nut- 
megs seemed  completely  to  overwhelm  the  nervous  system. 
He   remained  in  a  state  of  coma  vigil  for  three  days,  on 
emerging  from  which  his  memory  was  entirely  lost.  Continued 
f efer  supervened,  with  insonmia  and  palpitation  ;  and  at  length 
pandysis  of  all  the  limbs.    Iteason  and  recollection  did  not 
^fdUy  return  till  the  expiration  of  eight  days.     This  is  an  ex- 
treme case ;  but  Cullen  relates  a  similar  one  of  shorter  dura- 
tion.    In  the  latter,  and  in  some  other  instances,  delirium 
•Qooeeded  the  sopor.    Upon  Purkinje  the  effects  were  very 
like  those  of  Cannabis  Indica, — the  perception  of  time  and 
distance    being  impaired   in  the  direction  of  exaggeration. 
Xooking  over  Bering's  collection  of  symptoms,  one  is  struck 
1>J  (besides  the  foregoing  phenomena)  loss  of  memory  ;  great 
.tendency  to  laughter ;  headache  with  drowsiness,  or  sense  of 
looaeness  in  the  brain ;  rush  of  blood  to  the  head ;  everything 
-locking  large  and  red ;  chalky  taste ;  dryness  of  mouth  and 
tiuoat  without  thirst  (Ouemsey  considers  this  a  key-note  of 
^tiie  drag) ;  sensation  as  if  something  grasped  the  heart ;  and 
{■inintlie  shins  as  if  the  bone  were  smashed.    To  these  I  can 
-^di  two  curious  sensations  of  a  patient  of  my  own  after 
Siting  one  nutmeg.    These  are— objects  seem  gradually  to 
^^imimah   in  size  while  looking  at  them ;  sense  of   coldness 
<Md  emptiness  under  the  heart,  with  distension. 

The  ordinary  modem  uses  of  Nux  moschata  are  contained 
in  Pereiia's  words : "  Medicinally,  nutmegs  are  used,  like  other 
^iceSy  as  stimulants  and  carminatives."  The  latter  action 
^veons  to  be  of  a  specific  nature,  as  the  medicine  is  in  increas- 
*^  repate  in  the  homoeopathic  school  in  the  dilutions  from 
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siiir.ii  l.,.r,imo  a  favmn-ito  on,' of  HitlmoiuanuV 
laf' 1-  i.raiiiii.'  at  I'aris,  it  must  bt;  borne  iu  mil 
sultt.'d  OS  haviug  latont  poeeibilities.  Dr.  Hclbi 
women  and  ctiildreit  tlio  moat  suitable  subjects 
that  it  is  indicated  where  drowsiness  or  dispositjor 
are  present  j  where  the  sHd  is  cool  and  dry,  aod 
to  sweat ;  and  where  there  ia  aggravation  from  00 
and  amelioration  from  external  warmth.  Teste  rec 
iu  retrocession  of  gout  to  the  stomach. 
Allied  medidnea  axe  Moiehut,  AMafeetida,  shAAa 
Helbig  employed  the  second  dilution  maiul;.  1 
would  probably  have  given  it  in  higher  poteiu^. 


LECTTJEE  XXXn. 

NUX  VOMICA^    OLEANDER. 

I  BEoiN  this  lecture  with  a  drug  whose  name  will  ever  be 
Dtteparablj  associated  with  homoeopathy, 

Nuz  vomica. 

A  tincture  or  triturations  are  prepared  from  the  seeds  of 
^  fruit  of  the  plant. 

We  owe  the  pathogenesis  of  Nux  vomica  almost  entirely  to 
Hahnemann  himself.  Of  the  1300  symptoms  ascribed  to  it 
<&  the  first  volume  of  the  third  edition  of  the  Beine  Artnei' 
^^iiteUehre,  1200  are  his  own ;  the  remainder  are  chiefly  from 
uithors.  We  need  only  to  add  to  his  observations  the  account 
^  the  poisonous  effects  of  the  drug  given  by  the  ordixuuy 
i^tises  on  Materia  Medica,  of  which  those  of  Pereira  and 
I^QSseau  and  Pidouz  are  the  best,  and  we  shall  have  be£or» 
^  a  complete  picture  of  its  action  on  the  healthy.  A  hardlj 
^  complete  rSsutnd  of  its  therapeutical  virtues  is  given  bj 
Itrtmann,  in  those  Practical  Bemarha  of  his  to  which  I  have 
^eral  times  referred. 

The  general  physiological  action  of  Nux  vomica  is  on  the 
Pbal  cord,  or  rather  on  the  cranio-spinal  axis  ;  for,  though 
^  baa  no  influence  on  the  cerebrum  proper,  it  obviously  affects 
^  motor  and  sensory  centres  at  the  base  of  the  braio.  The 
edition  set  up  by  it  is  one  of  excitement  and  excitability, 
^its  first  degree  it  manifests  itself  by  the  patient  becocning 
^oti  susceptible  to  external  impressions,  as  oi  light,  souiiA, 
)^,and  variations  of  temperature.    With  this  there  are 
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tremors  and  twitchings  of  the  limbs,  with  sense  of  weight  and 
fulness,  and  some  rigidity  of  the  muscles  if  attempt  is  made 
to  put  them  into  action  :  at  this  time  a  sudden  impression  on 
the  surface,  as  a  tap  on  the  ham,  will  induce  a  slight  convulsiTe 
paroxysm.  If  the  action  go  farther,  a  true  tetanic  condition 
is  induced.  The  spasms  come  on  from  any  exciting  canse, 
however  insignificant ;  or  may  even  arise  spontaneously.  In 
the  worst  cases  they  go  onto  asphyxiate  and  kill. 

This  is  in  the  main  Pereira's  description.  Trousseau  and 
Fidoux  add  some  important  features  to  the  picture.  The 
spasms,  they  say,  are  often  preceded  by  rigors,  and  sense  as  d 
electric  shocks  in  the  sensory  nerves.  Formication  also  li 
frequently  felt,  which  may  go  on  to  intolerable  itching,  begin- 
ning on  the  head  and  extending  over  the  whole  body.  Vertigo, 
according  to  them,  is  the  earliest  symptom  ^of  the  drag 
having  taken  effect. 

I  have  said  that  these  phenomena  result  from  a  direct  action 
.  of  the  poison  on  the  cranio-spinal  axis.  Claude  Bernard  led 
us  to  think  that  the  morbid  impression  was  first  made  upon 
the  sensory  nerves  and  carried  by  them  to  the  cord,  whence 
it  was  reflected  upon  the  motor  nerves  and  muscles.  Later 
experimentation,  however,  has  proved  the  primary  action  to 
be  on  the  cord ;  and  M.  Bernard's  facts  are  readily  explained 
thereby,  without  the  need  of  resorting  to  his  hypothesis. 
Stimulation  of  a  sentient  nerve  may  give  greater  results  than 
occur  in  health  quite  as  well  by  increased  excitability  of  the 
centre  as  by  that  of  the  conducting  trunk.  The  former  will  also 
account  for  the  preternatural  acuteness  of  the  senses  noticed 
in  poisoning  by  this  agent,  and  the  readiness  with  which  the 
spasms  can  be  excited  by  any  impression  on  the  surface— botb 
which  phenomena  seemed  strongly  to  countenance  M.  Ber- 
nard's theory. 

The  condition  set  up  in  the  nervous  centres  is  described  bj 
Drs.  Todd  and  Bowman  as  one  of  increased  polarity,  l^^ 
not  in  itself  inflammatory,  as  is  that  of  Belladonna ;  althongb 
if  the  drug  be  given  when  there  is  a  tendency  to  inflanuna- 


NUX  VOMICA.  569 

tion,  as  when  blood  has  recently  been  effused,  this  process  may 
be  set  up  around  the  clot.  There  is,  however,  decided  deter- 
mination of  blood  towards  the  cord,  so  that  the  vessels  be- 
come dilated,  and  even — as  van  der  Kolk  has  observed — 
ruptured,  causing  effusion  here  and  there.  Moreover,  probably 
from  the  intense  molecular  disturbance  which  is  caused, 
softening  of  the  nervous  centres  has  been  found  after  death. 

I  must  say  a  few  words  about  the  preternatural  acuteness 
of  the  senses  caused  by  Nux  vomica.  Dr.  Anstie,  in  his 
SHmulafUs  and  Narcotics,  has  given  some  striking  instances 
of  it.  It  displayed  itself  in  hypersesthesia  of  the  surface; 
photophobia,  with  flashes  of  fire  before  the  eyes  when  looking 
towards  a  bright  light,  or  even  in  comparative  darkness  after 
each  dose  of  the  medicine ;  and  painful  sensibility  to  sound. 
Br.  Anstie  well  shows,  however,  that  there  is  no  increase,  but 
rather  a  diminution,  of  the  power  of  discriminative  perception 
in  these  cases, — vision  being  impaired,  and  the  effect  of  sounds 
being  described  as  deafening. 

These  toxic  phenomena  are  due  to  the  two  alkaloids  which 
exist  in  Nux  vomica — Strychnia  and  Brucia,  the  latter  of 
which  seems  to  be  a  feebler  analogue  of  the  former.  But  the 
Tomic  nut  itself  has  a  wider  range  of  action  than  is  mani- 
fested here  ;  and  this  is  exhibited  by  Hahnemann's  provings, 
to  which  we  will  now  betake  ourselves. 

L  Nux  has,  as  I  have  said,  no  influence  on  the  cerebral 
hemispheres  themselves.  Illusion,  mental  aberration,  rage 
are  unknown  in  its  pathogenesis.  The  only  phenomena  of 
this  kind  are  of  sympathetic  character,  as  anxiety,  irascibility, 
sollenness,  imfitness  for  mental  exertion.  But  the  head  mav 
show  decided  signs  of  being  affected.  In  the  first  volume  of 
the  Annals  Dr.  Chapman  relates  the  case  of  "  a  chemist  who,  by 
way  of  bravado,  took  one  night  three  or  four  drops  of  the 
mother-tincture  of  Nux  vomica.  He  awoke  early  next  morn- 
ing with  a  feeling  as  if  his  head  would  burst.  He  was  so 
giddy  that  he  could  neither  sit  nor  stand ;  he  had  rushing 
sounds  in  his    ears,  intolerance  of  light  and  sound,  and  he 
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could  not  see.    TTtr  face  was  tumid,  and  he  looked  besotted, 
like  a  man  reeling  drunk."   All  these  symptoms — ^the  vertigo, 
the  fulness  and  headache,  and  the  intoxication — are  repro- 
duced by  Hahnemann.    The  aching  occurs  most  frequently 
in  the  occiput.    The  intoxication  has  also  been  observed  bj 
Dr.  Anstie  as  a  result  of  the  medicinal  use  of  Stiychnia.   A 
man  who  was  taking  the  sixteenth  of  a  grain  three  times  a 
day  complained  that  the  medigine  "  made  him  drunk ;"  and, 
half  an  hour  after  his  dose,  appeared  with  the  uncertain  gait> 
meaningless  smile,  and  flushed  perspiring  cheeks  character- 
istic of  intoxication.* 

n.  Pereira  shows  that  not  the  voluntary  muscles  only,  but 
those  also  of  the  alimentary  canal,  the  respiratory  organs,  and 
the  urinary  system  are  affected  by  Nux  vomica.  This  the 
provings  entirely  confirm.  Spasmodic  pains  and  irritaUe 
expulsive  actions  occur  frequently  in  all  these  regions.  But 
there  also  appear  symptoms  of  irritation  of  the  mucous  mem- 
branes which  are  rarely  or  feebly  seen  in  poisonings,  or  from 
Stryohnia.  The  combination  of  these  two  actions — in  the 
moderate  degree  induced  by  the  doses  used  for  proving— gives 
several  vivid  pictures  of  dyspepsia  and  gastralgia.  Consti- 
pation also  is  present  to  a  marked  degree ;  and  is  generally 
accompanied  with  (ineffectual)  urging  to  stool.  With  this 
there  is  much  evidence,  alike  in  liver,  in  abdomen,  and  in 
rectum,  of  portal  congestion.  In  the  respiratory  sphere  we 
have  obstructive  nasal  catarrh,  dry  cough,  and  great  con- 
striction of  the  chest. 

m.  Trousseau  and  Pidoux  affirm  that  Nux  vomica  produces 
troublesome  erections,  and  more  energetic  venereal  desires  in 
both  sexes.  From  Hahnemann  it  appears  that  the  catamenia 
occur  too  early  and  too  copiously  imder  its  use. 

IV.  His  provings  also  reveal  (what  is  indeed  most  probable) 
that  the  excitation  caused  by  the  drug  affects  the  vascular 
nerves  and  the  arteries,  causing  the  febrile  phenomena  of  chill, 
heat,  and  sweat.    Modem  experimentation  has  confirmed  this 

•  Stimvlants  and  Narcotics,  p.  151. 
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obBervation,  showing  that  Strychnia  contracts  the  arterioles 
and  greatly  increases  the  blood  pressure ;  and  does  this  by  direct 
stimiilation  of  the  vaso-motor  centre  at  the  base  of  the  brain. 

I  have  now  to  speak  of  the  therapeutical  uses  of  Nux 
Tomica.    Hahnemann  found  it  in  use  mainly  for  dysentery 
4Uid  intermittent  fever ;  and  since  his  time  it  has  been  given, 
on  antipathic  principles,  for  various  forms  of  paralysis.    But 
bis  proving  showed  that  it  was  in  head  affections,  in  dys- 
pepsia and  other  gastric  derangements,  and  in  constipation 
tliat  it  was  to  find  its  chief  sphere  of  usefulness ;  and  in  these, 
ttd  in  spasmodic  conditions  generally,  it  has  played  its  great 
p&rt  in  homoeopathic  therapeutics.     The  knowledge  of  its 
^ttefuhiess  in  dyspepsia  and  constipation  has  leaked  out  into 
^  other  school ;  and  it  now  constantly  finds  a  place  in  the 
complex  prescriptions  there  dispensed.     We  shall  endeavour 
^  define  its  true  place  and  action  here.   But  first  let  us  speak 
<rf  the  general  characteristics  of  the  curative  operation  of  Nux. 
These  have  been  plainly  put  by  Hahnemann,  and  have  stood 
tile  test  of  large  experience.  It  is  specially  suitable  to  vigorous 
persons,  of  dry  habit,  tense  fibre,  ardent  and  irascible  tem- 
Perament^  and  tenacious  disposition ;  to  patients  addicted  to 
tile  use  of  much  wine  or  coffee,  and  to  those  of  sedentary 
«^bit8  combined  with  considerable  mental  exertion :  lastly, 
^here  there  is  a  tendency  to  sleep  in  the  evening,  to  wake  at 
^o  or  three  a.m.,  and  to  be  kept  awake  for  hours  by  ideas 
(Crowding  in  upon  the  mind,  and  then  to  sleep  late  in  the 
tkloming.     It  is  an  indication  for  Nux,  moreover,  when  the 
Symptoms  come  on  or  grow  worse  at  this  early  hour ;  also 
irhen  they  are  increased  by  taking  food  or  by  mental  exertion. 
tf  you  desire  to  follow  up  still  farther  these  general  charac- 
teristics   of   our    drug,  you  will   find    them  well  put   and 
Qltistrated  in  Hartmaim's  Observations.    English  experience 
has  found  the  city  man  of  business  the  typical  patient  for 
fiTux.    His  troubles  are  all  nervous  and  dyspeptic  ;  and  their 
Causes  are  worry,  much  mental  with  too  little  bodily  exertion. 
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and  generallj  indulgence  at  his  only  real  meal,  which  is  a 
late  dinner.  Hence  headache,  sleeplessness,  weight  after  food 
with  flatulence  and  heartburn,  constipation,  and  irritability. 
Of  course  Nux  will  not  cure  him  unless  he  studies  hygiene 
more ;  but  it  helps  him  greatly. 

M.  Teste  has  called  attention  to  the  well-known  toxicologiol 
fact,  that  Nux  vomica  affects  carnivorous  animals  far  more 
powerfully  than  it  does  the  herbivora ;  and  connects  this  with 
the  kind  of  human  constitution  on  which  it  manifests  its* 
strongest  influence. 

We  will  now  discuss  the  therapeutics  of  the  drug  in  tlie 
same  order  in  which  its  pathogenetics  have  come  before  us. 

I.  The  striking  similarity  between  the  phenomena  d 
Strychnia  poisoning  and  those  of  tetanus  would  of  ooune 
suggest  it  on  homoeopathic  principles  as  a  remedy  for  the  di^ 
ease.  Stillc  cites  eight  instances  of  traumatic  tetanus  being 
cured  by  it. 

While  thus  exquisitely  homoeopathic  to  tetanus,  Nux  would 
seem  no  less  perfectly  antipathic  to  paralysis,  and  upon  sach 
grounds  has  been  largely  used  in  its  treatment.  There  seems 
no  doubt  but  that  in  cases  of  functional  deficiency,  whether  of 
motor  or  sensory  nerves,  the  local  employment  of  Nux  vomica 
or  Strychnia  has  proved  of  decided  service.  Thus  in  simple 
amaurosis,  in  prolapsus  ani,  and  in  the  enuresis  of  the  weak 
or  aged  the  hypodermic  injection  of  Strychnia  in  the  neigh* 
bourhood  of  the  part  affected  has  often  been  successful  Its 
action  here  may  be  considered  as  analogous  to  that  of 
galvanism.  But  internal  use  of  the  drug  as  a  remedy  for 
paralysis  of  central  origin  has  been  fraught  with  disappoint- 
ment ;  and  has  frequently  wrought  mischief  when  the  con- 
dition of  the  nervous  centres  has  been  one  of  congestion  or 
inflammation.  Its  use  under  these  circumstances  is  therefore 
now  strongly  deprecated  in  the  old  school:  I  need  hardly 
point  out  that  to  us  the  warning  becomes  an  indication,  as  &r 
as  it  goes.  Even  in  the  old  school  they  find  it  beneficial,  if 
only  they  reduce  the  dose.    Mr.  Charles  Hunter  injects  sub- 
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ouslj  from  one  eightietli  to  one  sixtieth  of  a  grain  oi 
inia,  and  states  that  it  removes  the  sensation  of  heaviness 
;ht  and  the  muscular  twitchings,  spasms,  or  cramps  of 
juljsed  parts.  I  need  hardly  remind  you  how  readily 
3se8  of  Strychnine  excite  these  spasmodic  actions  in 
L  limbs.  So  Pereira  says  that  when  used  locally  for 
3sis  it  causes  sparks  to  appear  before  the  eyes,  most  in 
ected  one ;  while  Hartmann  recommends  it  when  such 
trouble  the  eyes,  thinking  it  a  symptom  of  cerebral 
tion. 

EVom  what  has  been  said  of  the  action  of  Nux  vomica 
)  head,  it  may  be  readily  conceived  that  it  plays  an 
ant  part  in  affections  of  this  region.  I  will  speak  of 
)f  these — delirium  tremens,  apoplexy,  and  headaches, 
lie  strong  resemblance  of  the  cerebral  symptoms  of  Nux 
sffects  of  alcohol  have  led  to  its  use  in  delirium  tremens » 
I  not  reach  this  disease  when  at  its  height,  as  Belladonna, 
f amus,  and  Stramonium  do ;  but  in  its  forming  stage 
luing  convalescence  it  is  very  useful.  It  is  also  very 
or  the  morning  vomiting,  the  trembling  hands,  and  other 
muscular  affections  of  dnmkards. 
lie  character  of  the  influence  of  Nux  vomica  on  the 
3  centres,  while  unfitting  it  for  actual  inflammation  of 
lin,  makes  it  just  the  remedy  for  those  congestive  states 
organ  which  predispose  to  apoplexy.  Even  when  san- 
U8  effusion  has  taken  place,  Nux  is  often  the  best- 
ne  to  give,  unless  the  state  of  the  local  or  general  cir- 
n  is  such  as  to  call  for  Belladonna  or  Aconite.  You  will 
ese  statements  well  illustrated  in  the  cases  of  apoplexy 
3d  in  Dr.  Yeldham's  Homceopathy  in  Acute  Diseases. 
'ew  medicines  are  more  frequently  useful  in  headache- 
fux  vomica.  You  will  see  at  once  the  chief  form  of  the* 
m  in  which  it  is  likely  to  be  advantageous — the  head- 
f  strong,  plethoric  adults,  with  congestion,  giddiness^ 
I  face,  and  constipation.  But  it  is  also  (in  higher 
as)  curative  of  such  cephalalgisB  as  clavus  and  migraine^ 
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where  the  constitution  suits  Nux  better  than  Ignatia.  A 
number  of  cases  illustratiye  of  its  value  are  collected  together 
in  Dr.  Peters'  Treatise  on  Headaehea.  To  the  hcadachoi  in 
which  we  esteem  it  Dr.  Binger  has  added  those  consiBtingiB 
heat  and  weight  at  the  vertex,  whether  occurring  at  the 
menopausia  or  otherwise.  Dr.  Schron  commends  it  when  the 
headache  begins  with  the  vertigo  spuria  of  Herz,  which  Nnx 
causes  as  markedly  as  does  Ignatia. 

m.  I  come  now  to  a  still  more  important  sphere  of  the  action 
of  Nux  vomica — its  influence  over  the  disorders  of  the  ali- 
mentary canal.  We  netvl  here  to  be  discriminating ;  for  the 
really  great  power  of  Nux  in  dyspepsia  and  constipation  hii 
led  to  its  abuse  and  even  discredit.  It  is  no  imcommon  thing 
for  homoeopathic  neophytes  to  take  a  pilule  of  Nux  the  firrt 
time  their  evacuations  delay,  and  except  it  to  act  like  Aloes 
or  Colocynth.  They  fancy,  moreover,  that  it  will  clean  their 
coated  tongues,  and  disperse  their  bilious  attacks,  and  indeed 
be  a  remedy  for  "  indigestion  "of  all  kinds.  But  the  remem- 
brance of  the  physiological  action  of  the  drug  will  save  n» 
from  this  indiscriminate  use.  Nux  acts  here  as  elsewhere 
mainly  upon  the  nerves  and  muscles.  Hence  its  true  place  in 
gastric  disorders.  The  acute  dyspepsia  of  which  it  is  ouratiie 
is  that  caused  by  taking  indigestible  food.  There  is  no  par- 
ticular mucous  disorder ;  but  on  the  other  hand  }tain,  vomit- 
ing with  much  retching,  and  frequent  scanty  motions  with 
■colic  and  urging  are. present.  The  chronic  dyspepsia  of  Nm 
is  essentially  the  same,  but  of  course  presents  more  variety. 
It  is  one  in  which  the  nervous  and  muscular  energy  of  the 
stomach  is  defective  and  j>erverted.  The  food  either  can** 
I>ain  and — less  commonly — vomiting,  or  it  lies  like  a  load  *t 
the  stomach,  oppressing  tho  brain,  and  soon  developing  miiA 
flatulence.  The  tongue  is  coated  at  the  posterior  part  onlr: 
Dr.  Bayes  thinks  this  a  characteristic  sign  for  Nux.  It  will 
be  seen  that  this  is  just  the  dyspepsia  of  men  of  business  a»i 
intellectual  workers,  when  they  perform  their  tasks  with  hnnj 
and  worry,  and  ^v^e  \vvi\^^x\srai\\.  war  stomach  fair-play.   ^* 
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Bahr,  however,  would  extend  the  sphere  of  Nux  to  include 
chronic  gastric  catarrh.    The  taste,  both  subjective  and  of 
food,  is  either  bitter  or  sour ;  and  there  are  eructations  of  the 
same  kind.     ''  The  appetite  is  gone,  yet  there  is  a  sensation 
of  hunger,  which  even  increases  to  bulimia  .  .  .  The  region 
of   the  stomach  is  sensitive,  especially  after  a  meal,  and 
geneiallj  distended.     The    pains  in  the  stomach   are   more 
especially  a  hard  pressure,  less  frequently  tearing  or  crampy 
pains."     He  has  here  the  concurrence  of  Dr.  Ringer,  who 
esteems  the  drug  highly  in  those  catarrhal  states  of  the 
stomach  which  so  often  complicate  organic  disease  elsewhere, 
and  also — from  the  homoeopathic  side — of  Dr.  Jousset.    This 
excellent  writer,  who  touches  no  subject  without  illuminating 
It^  has  just  published  in  VArt  Medical  two  stiiking  cases  of 
duronic  gastritis  cured  by  the  drug  in  rare  doses  of  a  high 
dihtion.     In  his  comments  he  characterises  the  three  leading 
affections  of  the  stomach,  gastritis,  dyspepsia,  and  gasti*algia ; 
Ittd  shows  that  Nux  is  the -leading  remedy  for  them  all.    It 
U  the  principal    stomach  medicine.     In   gastralgia  I  need 
Ittrdly  demonstrate  its  fitness,  when  the  pain  is  spasmodic 
■ither  than  neuralgic.     You  will  find  records  of  many  cases 
bleated  by  it  in  Hempel,  and  in  the  eleventh  volume  of  the 
Pfitith  Journal  of  Homoeopathy, 

This  is  one  of  the  affections  in  which  our  brethren  of  the 
otlier  school  are  not  imwilling  to  take  a  leaf  out  of  our  book. 
Dr.  Anstie  recommends  the  hypodermic  injection  of  Strychnia 
tt  doses  of  one  hundred -and-twentieth  of  a  grain  to  relieve 
Uie  pain  of  cardialgia,  saying  that  he  knows  no  such  remedy 
br  it  as  this. 

There  are  thus  very  few  paiuful  non -organic  affections  of 
fte  stomach  which  may  not  be  helped  by  this  precious  me- 
oicine.  The  same  virtues  display  themselves  in  the  intestines. 
w  is  quite  homoeopathic  to  spasmodic  colic  from  flatulence : 
hit  other  medicines — as  Colocynth  and  Cocculus — are  more 
Q'^qnently  used.  Constipation  is  a  well-known  indication  for 
"ttx  Tomica  in  complex  cases.     As  an  idiopathic  affection, 
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moreover,  it  frequently  requires  this  remedy.  You  may  tlimk 
that  the  use  of  Nux  must  be  antipathic  here,  as  oonstipation 
means  atony  of  the  intestines,  and  Nnx  is  excitant  and  not 
depressant  thereto.  The  therapeutists  of  the  old  school  re- 
commend it  on  these  grounds.  But  I  must  point  out  ikti 
constipation  by  no  means  always  depends  upon  atony  of  A» 
intestines.  Schroeder  van  der  Kolk  states  that  **  long  ex- 
perience and  a  great  number  of  post-mortem  examinaAkM 
have  satisfactorily  proved  to  him  that  chronic  constipation  ii 
almost  always  dependent  on  constrictions  in  the  descending 
colon."  And  of  the  Nux  constipation  Dr.  Carroll  Donhaa 
well  says,*  ''  this  medicine  does  not  diminish  the  action  of  tii» 
intestine.  It  rather  increases  it,  but  at  the  same  time  rendan 
it  inharmonious  and  spasmodic — a  hindrance,  therefore,  aal 
not  a  help  to  evacuation.  This  is  the  reason  why  the  coniti- 
pation  characteristic  of  Nux  vomica  is  accompanied  by  £re> 
quent  ineffectual  desire  for  stool — the  action  of  the  intestine 
being  irregular  and  spasmodic,  and  the  constipation  resolting 
from  the  irregularity  of  action,  and  not  from  inaction."  Itii 
probably  in  a  similar  way  that  Nux  occasionally  relieves  i&eai^ 
and  incarcerated,  or  even  strangulated  hernia.  Dr.  Imbot- 
Gourbeyre  has  studied  the  subject  in  VArt  Medical  for  1860; 
and  numerous  illustrations  of  this  property  of  the  dng 
exist  in  homoeopathic  literature — Trousseau  and  Pidoux  thea- 
sclves  admitting  that  the  claim  has  been  substantiatai 
Probably  also  the  benefit  occasionally  obtained  from  ikii 
medicine  in  dysentery  is  due  to  its  control  over  the  tonM 
and  tenesmus — which  are  nervo-muscuiar — ^rather  than  froB 
any  action  on  the  mucous  membrane.  There  is  a  form  of 
diarrhoea,  moreover,  in  which  the  undoubted  usefulnesB  of 
Nux  seems  explicable  in  this  way.  It  is  where  artificial  fool 
disagrees  with  infants  so  far  as  to  cause  vomiting  and  piug* 
ing,  but  without  setting  up  actual  gastro-enteritis.  Hen  I 
suppose  the  same  irritable  state  of  fibre  to  be  present  yt^oA 
in  the  adult  induces  constrictions  which  impede  free  ewfl*- 

^   Am«T.  Hbtn.  Eeview,  "n,  154. 
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tkm ;  but  in  this  case  it  leads  to  impatience  and  frequent 
emptying  of  the  intestinal  canal. 

The  action  of  Nux  upon  the  portal  circulation  has  been 
krgelj  used  in  the  school  of  Hahnemann.  I  cannot  go  so  far 
aa  Bahr,  who  thinks  that  the  drug  has  a  more  specific  relation 
to  the  liver  than  to  the  stomach ;  but  its  hepatic  influence  is 
undoubted.  In  recent  hypersBmia  of  this  organ ;  in  general 
abdominal  plethora ;  and  in  haemorrhoids,  large  and  blind, 
hence  resulting — ^Nux  is  an  excellent  remedy.  In  the  two 
latter  affections  it  is  much  aided  by  Sulphur. 

In  disorders  of  the  respiratory  organs  Nux  vomica  plays 
a  much  less  important  part  than  in  those  of  the  alimentary 
omal.  It  is  very  good,  however,  for  dry  coryza — the  so-called 
**  stuffy  cold ; "  and  for  violent  coughs,  with  little  or  no  ex- 
pectoration, jarring  the  head,  and  straining  the  abdominal 
Biiiacles.  Nux  is  obviously  homoeopathic  to  spasmodic  asthma ; 
and  frequently  plays  an  important  part  in  its  treatment. 
There  is  a  brilliant  case  on  record  treated  by  Hahnemann  in 
Ida  early  days,  which  teaches  us  that  the  medicine  need  not 
be  used  in  infinitesimal  doses  for  this  malady  at  any  rate.  Tou 
say  read  it  in  his  Lesser  Writings.  Dr.  Kidd,  also,  states  that 
lie  considers  Nux  our  best  anti-asthmatic.  I  think  it  best 
aoited  to  purely  spasmodic  cases,  where  there  is  no  bronchial 
leaion,  but  a  standing  reflex  excitability  of  the  pneumogastric 
to  impressions  made  from  without  or  through  the  stomach.  I 
prefer  here  the  lowest  triturations. 

Still  less  frequently  is  Nux  vomica  required  when  the 
vrinazy  organs  are  affected.  Its  only  uses  here  with  which  I 
am  acquainted  are  for  the  irritable  bladder  of  gout  or 
alcoholism,  and  to  relieve  pain  and  spasm  in  the  passage  of 
urinary  calculi. 

The  stimulant  action  of  Nux  upon  the  sexual  organs  has 
naturally  led  to  its  being  employed  in  impotence ;  but  the 
iuooess  seems  rarely  to  have  been  more  than  temporary. 
With  us  it  is  much  esteemed  in  irritable  conditions  of  the 
male  genital  organs,  whether  primary  or  left  behind  by  excess 
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or  masturbation,  when  the  other  symptoms  correspond  and  the 
general  characteristics  are  present.  In  the  female  sphere  we 
find  Hahnemann  recommending  it  for  the  evils  caused  hj  too 
frequent  and  too  copious  periods.  Its  influence  here  leachei 
even  as  far  as  metritis.  Hartmann  writes :  **  Nux  is  a  tot 
admirable  remedy  in  inflammation  of  the  womb,  and  its. 
virtues  in  this  complaint  are  lauded  by  many  experienced 
homcBopathists,  with  whom  I  must  join  myself.  Whether 
the  metritis  has  occurred  in  the  imimpregnated  utenis,or 
during  gestation,  or  after  delivery,  it  matters  not ;  and  just 
as  little  influence  has  the  particular  part  of  the  womb  which 
is  affected."  This  would  hardly  be  expected  d  priori;  but  1 
must  say  that  in  two  cases  of  metritis  after  parturition  which 
I  have  had  under  my  care,  the  effects  of  Nux  were  astound- 
ing. Dr.  Lawrence  Newton  communicates  a  similar  ex- 
perience.* 

The  ancient  repute  of  Nux  vomica  in  ague  has  been  fiiir^ 
sustained  in  the  school  of  Hahnemann.  Its  special  indications 
are  of  course  the  accompanying  gastro-intestinal  symptoms; 
though  it  is  said  that  the  paroxysm  itself  points  to  it  wboi 
the  heat  precedes  or  mingles  with  the  chiU.  Both  Wurmb 
and  Caspar  and  Dr.  Lord  place  it  high  among  the  remedies 
required  in  actual  practice  ;  and  my  own  experience  concim 
with  that  of  Fleischmann  and  Bussell  in  fhinlnng  that  Nux 
and  Ipecacuanha  in  alternation  most  frequently  control  the 
impure  intcrmittents  which  come  imder  our  treatment  in  non- 
aguish  districts.  In  his  Lesser  Writings  f  Hahnemann  de- 
scribes such  a  fever  as  epidemic  in  Germany  in  1809,  and  points 
to  Nux  and  Arsenic  as  homoeopathic  to  and  curative  of  its 
only  varieties. 

There  are,  of  course,  numerous  other  applications  of  Nux 
vomica.  You  will  always  think  of  it  when  hypersB6thesia» 
irritability,  or  spasm  is  present ;  when  the  patient  presents 
the  constitution  characteristic  of  it ;  and  when  his  troaUes> 

•  £rU,  Joum.  of  Hom^  xxYui,  2^, 
t  p.  628. 
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own  the  causes  and  experience  the  aggravations  I  have 
mentioned.  Thus  you  will  often  be  led  to  it  in  hypochon- 
driasis and  spinal  irritation ;  and  it  will  sometimes  serve  you 
veil  in  photophobia,  and  in  the  vomiting  of  pregnancy. 
Stille  acknowledges  its  usefulness  in  this  last  affection  ''  in 
Teiy  minute  doses." 

I  will  conclude  by  citing  from  Hartmann  a  typical  case  for 
tke  Implication  of  the  medicine : — 

*]fad.  B — ,  some  thirty  years  old,  who  had  suffered  for  many  years 
'vith  a  iroubUsome  and  diHretting  cough,  lost  her  cough  suddenly  without 
my  eause ;  instead  of  the  cough,  she  was  afflicted  with  a  constant  pres- 
nre,  which  sometimes  became  n  griping,  in  the  gastric  region,  which  .wi^s 
^tSrmaied  after  every  meal,  and  after  drinking  coffee  became  so  much 
cncerbated,  that  she  was  obliged  to  sit  completely  bent  over.  She  was  at 
^  lame  time  afflicted  with  constriction  and  oppression  of  the  cbest,  and 
could  only  make  a  short  inspiration,  with  which  a  partial  hiccough  was 
alwajs  conjoined.  Waier-hrcuh  occurred  frequently  during  the  day :  inap- 
ictenoo :  alvine  evacuations  hard^  occurring  every  third  or  fourth  day.  She 
W  laffercd  from  this  complaint  for  full  two  years.  I  regulated  her  diet, 
lid  cured  her  entirely  in  four  weeks  by  the  administration  of  two  doses 
tf  Kqx  Tomica.  After  this  she  could  cnt  with  impunity  ;  she  could  even 
^Mttionally  indulge  in  coffee,  without  reproducint;  her  complaint;  but  she - 
dtted  not  make  it  her  daily  drink." 

Ignaiia — ^through  its  common  possession  of  strychnia — 
^  Opium  through  its  morphia  and  thcbaia  are  the.  only  true 
spinal  analogues  of  Nux  vomica ;  unless  we  except  Atropia. 
Ibe  tetanizing  action  of  Aconite,  of  Cicuta,  and  of  Hydro- 
Cfanic  acid  is  not  so  connected  with  increased  reflex  excita- 
Iflity.  Bryonia  acts  most  like  Nux  on  the  alimentary  and 
''Qipiratory  organs,  though  stopping  short  of  its  spasmodic 

4ienomena. 

Afl  regards  dose,  I  must  express  my  conviction  that  the  full 
irtnes  of  this  medicine  can  only  be  obtained  by  a  free  use  of 
H  d^rees  of  the  scale  of  attenuation,  from  the  mother- 
iQciiire  or  lowest  triturations  to  the  thirtieth  dilution.  The 
dpnte  it  has  obtained  in  the  old  school^  Hahnemann'is  case  of 
^ma,  and  those  of  gastralgia  cited  by  Hempel  from  Kopp's 
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Memorabilia,  show  what  it  can  do  in  substantial  doses.  On 
the  other  hand,  all  the  earlier  and  many  of  the  later  hoDKBO- 
pathic  cures  wrought  hy  Nux,  which  haye  giwem  h  sodi 
A  high  place  among  our  remedies,  which  make  HdhBemum 
speak  of  it  as  "a  poljchrest  most  cherished  and  predom," 
were  effected  by  the  attenuations  from  9  to  30,  and 
mainly  by  the  latter.  My  own  experience  makes  me  si 
fond  of  the  thirtieth  dilution  as  of  the  first  decimal  triton- 
tion,  and  I  should  not  like  to  be  without  either  in  ^bta 
proper  places. 

A  word  in  conclusion  about  the  chief  alkaloid  of  Nm 
-vomica, 

Strychnia. — ^Mr.  Henry  Bobinson  has  enriched  the  Matem 
Medica  with  two  heroic  provings  of  the  liquor  stiychnue,  the 
one  proTcr  being  a  man,  the  other  a  woman.  Besides  the 
spasms,  or  attempts  at  spasm,  which  might  have  been  expected 
(these  were  especially  sudden,  severe,  and  jiainful  in  the 
rectum),  several  other  symptoms  were  produced.  The  male 
prover  became  prostrated  with  a  fever,  which  is  compared  to 
the  adynamic  intermittents  of  India ;  and,  as  this  passed  over, 
great  irritation  of  the  urinary  organs  set  in,  culminating  in 
an  attack  of  inflammation  of  the  left  testicle  and  cord,  and  aa 
abscess  in  the  cellular  tissue  of  the  scrotum.  We  note  alio 
continual  full  and  bursting  headache,  with  heat  in  the  eyes; 
icy  sensation  all  down  the  spine;  explosive  cough;  inteme 
itching  of  the  skin  of  the  whole  body,  but  especially  of  tlie 
nose ;  and  sharp  attacks  of  toothache,  especially  in  the  npptf 
teeth.  You  will  find  the  record  of  these  provings  in  the 
twelfth  and  thirteenth  volumes  of  the  Monthly  HonuBopaib 
Review. 

As  Strychnia  contains,  in  its  most  concentrated  fonn,  the 
spasm-causing  property  of  Nux  vomica,  it  seems  obvious  to 
use  it  as  a  homoeopathic  remedy  for  such  conditions.  I  hare 
done  so  occasionally  in  the  treatment  of  spasmodic  asthitfi 
and  should  adopt  the  same  course  in  tetanus.  These  aie 
examples  of  pure  spasm.     But  in  the  more  complex  forms  of 
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^diiease  in  which  Nux  is  so  beneficial,  as  in  gastro-intestinal 
disorders,  I  think  we  should  suffer  loss  by  substituting 
^Staychnift. 

Dr.  Walter  Tyrrell,  of  Great  Malvern,  has  published  a 
mes  of  cases  of  epilepsy,  in  which  the  curative  effects  of 
^Siaychnia  were  not  a  little  remarkable.  He  thinks  that "  its 
^ne  lies  in  the  effect  it  has  in  deadening  that  condition  of 
^iftlted  sensibility  and  activity  of  the  medulla  oblongata,  which 
JQost  recent  authors  consider  to  be  the  predisposing  cause  of 
&e  disease."  If  it  does  this,  it  must  be  by  homoeopathic 
-action ;  and  so  indeed  Dr.  Tyrrell  admits.  His  success,  as 
Imported  by  himself,  is  something  marvellous :  and  the  subject 
•^y  repay  investigation.  His  doses  are  those  usual  in  the 
old  school. 

For  the  few  minutes  remaining  to  us  to-day  I  will  occupy 
Jon  with  the  laurel  rose,  Nerium 

Oleander. 

The  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  fresh  leaves. 

There  is  a  pathogenesis  of  Oleander  in  the  first  volume  of 
^  Beine  ArzneimUtellehrey  containing  342  symptoms  from 
Hahnemann  and  five  others,  and  10  from  authors. 

Oleander  seems  to  be  a  narcotic  of  moderate  intensity. 
Bahnemann  claims  to  be  the  first  to  introduce  it  into  medi- 
ixkd ;  and,  if  he  means  in  modem  times,  he  is  justified  in  so 
loing :  but  Galen  used  it.  Hahnemann  thinks  it  likely  to  be 
iseful  **  in  certain  kinds  of  mental  alienation,  as  distraction 
2erBtreutheit)  ;  in  some  painless  paralyses ;  and  in  eruptions 
*ii  the  head  and  other  affections  of  the  hairy  scalp."  The 
Irug  seems  certainly  to  have  an  elective  affinity  for  the  skin. 
The  skin  of  the  body  is  very  sensitive  all  over :  it  becomes 
ore,  raw,  and  painful,  merely  by  the  friction  of  the  clothes  : 
tkr  example,  the  skin  of  the  neck  becomes  so  from  the  rubbing 
t  the  cravat,  that  of  the  thighs  from  the  rubbing  of  wide 
tousers  when  walking."     And  again,   "Forty  hours  after' 
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taking  the  dose,  gnawing  itcliing}  as  of  an  emptuM 
whole  body,  while  undressing.''  Symptoms  122  an< 
*'  The  power  of  speech  is  almost  entirely  lost^  the 
being  natural.  She  attempted  to  answer  when  askc 
was  only  able  to  utter  sounds,  but  no  inteDigibl 
They  are  taken  from  a  narratiTe  of  poisoning  witb 
by  Morgagni ;  and  have  led  to  its  recommendation  f  oi 
of  the  tongue.  As  I  read  the  original,  however,  th 
express  the  extreme  debility  of  the  patient.  From  s 
Hartmann  suggests  it  for  lienteria.  If  China  ai 
oyer  &il  you  in  this  disorder,  Oleander  might  b< 
trial. 

I  can  tell  you  nothing  about  allied  medicines  or  c 
that  Hahnemann  recommends  the  sixth  dilution. 


LECTUEE  XXXm. 

OmuU,  ORIGANUM^   OSMIUM^   P^ONIA,  PABIS,   PBTBOLEUV^ 
PETSOSELIKUM^  PHELLANDRIUM. 

Oint  first  and  chief  subject  to-day  is  a  drug  which  stands 
^  the  head  of  the  list  of  the  medicines  of  the  old  school,  but 
<iceQpies  only  a  second-rate  position  in  ours, 

Opium. 

A  tincture  prepared  in  the  usual  manner,  or  triturations,  are 
'■Boommended  bj  Hahnemann,  and  used  in  our  practice. 
There  is  a  pathogenesis  of  Opium  in  the  first  volume  of  the 
ArzneimiUeUehre.    Of  its  662  symptoms,  144  only  are 
&<^  provings  on  the  healthy ;  the  remaining  four  fifths  being 
4en  from  authors.    The  examination  which  Dr.  Langheinz 
^  instituted  into  a  good  many  of  these  last  shows  them  to 
^  of  Tery  dubious  purity,  either  as  regards  the  mode  in  which 
^  drug  was  given  or  the  subjects  of  its  influence.  Hahnemann 
i^eed  depreciates  them  himself,  saying  that  they  are  mostly 
^ndary  effects,  and  therefore  (according  to  his  view)  not 
^iiOable  for  homoeopathic  application.    But  to  add  to  his  own 
1^  his  (four)  fellow-observers'  symptoms  we  have  two  exoel- 
^t  provings  of  Opium  in  small  but  substantial  doses.    The 
1^  is  by  Professor  Jorg  and  twenty  of  his  pupils ;  the  other  by 
^,  Eidherr,  of  Vienna,  in  which  ten  persons  besides  himself 
Ok  part.    The  full  record  of  the  latter  is  given  in  the  first 
4ume  of  the  Journal  of  the  Austrian  Homoeopathic  Society : 
B  schema  of  results  is  translated  in  the  twenty-second  volume 
•  the  BriHah  Journal  of  HofruBopathy. 
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Opium  is,  as  you  well  know,  a  substance  of  yerj  complex 
constitution.  It  contains  a  number  of  aJkaloicLs — ^Morphia, 
Narceia,  Meconia,  Cryptopia,  Codeia,  Thebaia^  and  othen— 
each  of  which  has  its  own  distinctiye  action.  The  effect  cf 
Opium  is  the  result  of  the  composition  of  the  forces  of  these 
fleveral  ingredients.  But,  being  so,  it  is  for  us  the  fact  irith 
which  we  have  to  deal.  Opium  is  the  form  in  which  its  cod* 
stituents  are  given  us  in  nature :  as  a  single  substance  it  hii 
been  proved  on  the  healthy  and  tested  on  the  sick.  It  thu 
becomes  a  medicine  per  se.  So  far  as  the  pathogenetic  eflfocti 
of  any  of  its  ingredients  are  known,  so  far  they  too  can  be 
used  therapeutically.  But  they  cannot  replace  Opium,  nor 
Opium  them.  Of  one  or  two  of  their  number  I  shall  have  to 
speak  presently ;  but  our  concern  just  now  is  Opium  itsdf 
as  a  whole. 

Hahnem^im  says  of  Opium  that  its  effects  are  more  difficult 
to  appreciate  than  those  of  most  other  medicines ;  and  so  sub- 
sequent observers  have  f  oimd.  Its  action  is  as  complex  as  Hi 
composition,  and  it  has  not  been  easy  to  unravel  it.  Curioui 
and  inconsistent  theories  have  been  formed  to  account  for  tho 
phenomena — as  that  the  drug  is  stimulant  to  some  parts  of  the 
nervous  system,  but  depressant  to  others ;  that  it  stimulates  at 
first,  but  narcotizes  afterwards ;  that  it  is  a  stimulant  in  a 
moderate  dose,  but  a  narcotic  in  a  large  one.  None  of  these 
explanations  has  ever  satisfied  my  own  mind ;  and  at  various 
times  during  the  last  sixteen  years  *  my  attention  has  been 
directed  to  the  subject  with  the  hope  of  penetrating  its 
mystery.  I  think  I  am  clearer  about  it  now  than  ever  I  mui 
before :  at  any  rate,  you  shall  have  my  most  mature  thoughti 
on  the  matter. 

The  facts  are  these.  Taken  in  a  moderate  dose,  Opiua 
seems  to  act  as  a  stimulant.  This  effect  is  especially  felt  is 
depressed  and  chilly  conditions  of  the  body,  as  in  hunger  and 
catarrh  as  described  by  Dr.  Anstie,  in  the  physical  and  mental 
wretchedness  which  often  makes  the  poor  resort  to  it,  and 
*  See  London  Medical  Review,  1860:  Brit.  Joum.  ofMom^  xxil 
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which — occurring  as  a  secondary  result  of  intoxication  with  it 
— driyes  the  habitual  opium-eater  to  "  take  a  hair  of  the  dog 
tbtt  bit  him."  There  are  some,  however,  who  can  induce  the 
stimulant  effects  of  Opium  in  their  ordinary  condition  of  body. 
Bat  larger  doses  are  here  required,  and  some  approach  to 
naicosis  is  often  seen  in  the  ending  of  the  excitement  in  a 
eomatose  sleep. 

Again,  even  when  taken  in  quantities  large  enough  to  pro- 
duce imdoubtedly  poisonous  effects,  Opium  seems  to  excite 
lome  parts  of  the  nervous  centres.  Hahnemann  observes  that  it 
enlts  the  irritability  of  the  voluntary  muscles,  and  stirs 
iiDAgination  and  courage;  and  under  these  two  heads  the 
phenomena  of  what  may  be  called  its  poisonous  excitation  may 
he  dassed.  In  the  first  division  we  have  the  observations, 
imdtiplying  upon  us  of  late,  that  in  the  lower  animals  and  in 
the  young  human  subject  Opium  is  very  apt  to  cause  con- 
Tokions,  sometimes  of  a  clonic  but  quite  as  often  of  a  true 
tetanic  character.  For  the  exaltation  of  the  imaginative 
powers  which  it  may  cause  we  need  not  go  beyond  the  "  Con- 
feisionB "  of  De  Quincey ;  and  as  to  the  emotions  generally, 
it  is  well  known  that  Orientals  use  Opium  as  the  Western 
Btticms  use  alcohol,  to  spur  flagging  courage  and  excite 
desire. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  confessed  by  all  that  the  full  effect 
of  Opium  is  pure  narcosis — that  is,  depression  and  paralysis 
of  the  whole  functional  activity  of  the  nervous  system.  The 
sensory  nerves  may  first  lose  their  powers,  and  dull  aching 
jtinB  may  accompany  the  process.  But  the  brain  itself  soon 
Aows  it,  first — ^it  may  be — in  a  low  muttering  delirium,  but 
then  in  the  supervention  of  that  condition  which  at  its  height 
ii  called  **  coma."  Coma  is  no  intensification  of  natural  sleep. 
It  is  not  sleep  at  all,  but  a  stupor ;  from  which  the  patient 
waj  for  a  time  be  readily  roused,  going  off  again  directly,  but 
which  ultimately  deepens  into  entire  unconsciousness.  With 
these  conditions  of  sensation  and  ideation,  the  motor  powers 
tte  equally  abolished :  the  respiration  also  becomes  weaker. 
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and  the  heart's  action  slow,  until  finally  death  ensues  firom 
the  fiulure  of  the  former  function. 

The  difficulty  is  to  account  for  the  phenomena  of  gtimulatkm 
which  appear  here  and  there  in  the  action  of  a  drag  lo 
unquestionably  narcotic.  Now  of  those  whidi  show  tlien- 
selves  in  the  motor,  imaginative,  and  emotional  spheres,  Br. 
Anstie — ^who  in  his  treatise  on  SHmulants  and  NareoHet  hy 
contributed  so  much  thought  and  observation  to  this  subject 
— gives,  I  think,  a  satisfactory  explanation.  He  shows  (wbat 
Hahnemann  had  noticed  before  him)  that  while  the  &iuaei 
and  desires  are  aroused,  the  higher  Acuities  of  the  mind  an 
ahneady  dulled.  He  points  out  that  in  the  normal  stale  d 
being  we  keep  down  the  animal  within  us ;  but  that  in  intai- 
cation — ^whether  with  Opium  or  alcohol — our  powers  of  cooinl 
are  relaxed,  and  the  lower  nature  asserts  itself  loudly  eie  it 
too  yields  to  the  narcotic  influence.  This  is  confessedly  tnw 
as  regards  alcohol,  and  it  is  an  easy  step  to  apply  it  to  Opam, 
Again,  Dr.  Anstie  argues  that  it  is  quite  unjustifiable  to 
assxmie  that  convulsion  is  an  evidence  of  exalted  motor  eneigj* 
It  may  mean  its  irregular  distribution  and  fitful  dischaige; 
it  may  imply  an  unbalanced  activity  from  withdrawal  of  the 
control  of  the  higher  centres ;  but  in  neither  of  these  cawa  ii 
any  exalted  functional  vigour  present. 

But  I  would  now  go  a  step  farther  than  Dr.  Anstie,  thoqgl 
in  the  same  direction.  The  apparent  stimulation  wrought  hj 
large  doses,  he  maintains,  is  really  paralysis  of  some  paita  d 
the  nervous  centres  allowing  undue  manifestation  of  the  rat 
I  think  that  the  same  explanation  will  accoimt  for  the  apfa> 
rent  stimulation  wrought  by  small  doses,  which  in  his  ejrea  ii 
a  real  one.  It  is  to  me  inconceivable  that  a  substance  whiA 
in  moderate  quantity  excites  any  function  should  in  a  8one> 
what  larger  one  depress  it.  I  know  well  how  this  may  be 
when  the  dose  is  an  overwhelming  one — as  in  the  anskgoai 
case  of  an  over-strong  galvanic  current.  But  the  queBtk» 
here  is  of  the  different  effect  of  half  a  grain  of  morphia  and 
of  two  grains.     No  sudden  shattering  destructioa  of  Titel 
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energy  can  be  ascribed  to  the  latter  dose;  yet  we  are 
asked  to  believe  that  its  influence  is  paralysing,  while 
that  of  the  former  is  stimulating.  I  cannot  think  it ;  and 
as  there  is  no  doubt  about  the  paralysis,  I  question  the 
«fcimaIation. 

What  part  of  the  nervous  system,  then,  is  there  whose 
dopreflsed  activity  will  account  for  excitement  elsewhere  ?  I 
4uii8wer — ^the  sympathetic.  There  is  an  apparent  antagonism 
and  contradiction  between  the  nerves  of  this  order  and  those 
cf  the  cerebro-spinal  class  which  accounts  for  many  phenomena 
of  drag-action  and  disease.  If  we  stimulate  a  sympathetic 
ganglion,  the  nerves  animated  by  it  cause  the  arteries  they 
iopply  to  contract.  Less  blood  accordingly  flows  through  the 
conesponding  part  of  the  body :  it  becomes  cold,  pale,  and 
ihrmiken,  and  its  nervous,  muscular,  and  secretory  activity  is 
diminiBhed.  If,  on  the  contrary,  we  divide  the  vascular  nerves 
of  any  organ,  precisely  the  opposite  results  occur.  Its  circula- 
tion is  increased,  and  its  functional  energy  for  the  time 
exalted,  or,  at  any  rate,  more  rapidly  expended.  If,  therefore, 
#  dq^reasing  agent  makes  its  influence  first  felt  in  the  sympa* 
ihetic  system,  its  earliest  phenomena  will  be  those  of  appa- 
^rent  stimulation,  from  the  increased  flow  of  blood  thereby 
idkfwed. 

niat  Opium  does  depress  the  sympathetic  from  the  very 
beginning  of  its  action  I  hold  to  be  proved  from  a  number  of 
^maentaneous  phenomena,  which  we  have  not  yet  taken 
into  acooimt.  Among  these  we  have  that  diminished  irritability 
at  the  involuntary  (non-striated)  muscles  which  Hahnemann 
aoCed  as  co-existing  with  excitement  of  the  voluntary  set. 
Conatipation  of  the  torpid  kind  is  the  well-knoivn  effect  of 
opatea;  and  Trousseau  andPidoux  have  called  attention  to 
the  oorreaponding  condition — sluggish  and  therefore  difficult 
excretion — as  induced  in  the  bladder.  Their  careful  observa* 
liona,  moreover,  confirm  the  diaphoretic  action  of  the  drug, 
and  show  that  the  perspiring  skin  is  also  hot  and  flushed, 
which  it  would  be  from  vaso-motor  depression.    The  hot  skin 
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of  Belladonna,  whicli  we  liave  ascribed  to  tissue-irritation,  vi 
dry,  as  in  scarlatina.  As  is  usual  when  tlie  skin  is  actire,  the 
secretions  of  its  internal  continuation — the  alimentarjmaooTiff 
membrane — are  deficient ;  but  the  dryness  of  the  mouth  and 
throaty  which  Trousseau  and  Pidouz  mention  as  the  first  effect 
of  the  endermic  application  of  Morphia,  points  to  a  congested 
condition  of  the  mucous  lining  of  the  digestiye  tube.  In  the 
face  the  same  condition  is  shown  by  flushing,  in  the  head  If 
heaviness,  giddiness,  and  somnolency,  and  in  the  eyes  by  in- 
jection. But  in  this  last  region  a  phenomenon  occurs  wbid 
is  yet  more  significant,  and  which  alone  seems  to  me  a  ke?  te- 
the  whole  condition. 

I  refer  to  the  contraction  of  the  pupil,  so  characteristic  of 
Opium  poisoning.  It  is,  as  Dr.  Harley  says,  '^  in  man  the  most 
constant  of  all  the  effects  of  Opium,  and  comes  on  in  ten  or 
fifteen  minutes  after  the  subcutaneous  use  of  the  drug.  It 
occurs  independently  of  hypnosis."  What  is  its  explanation? 
Of  late  years  the  tendency  of  opinion  has  been  to  regard  ittf 
due  to  stimulation  of  the  third  nerve :  this  view  is  maintained 
by  Harley,  Einger,  and  Wood.  I  am,  however,  quite  unaHe 
to  assent  to  it,  and  must  still  maintain  the  position  I  took  up* 
in  1860,  that  it  is  the  result  of  sympathetic  depression.  The 
difficulty  which  would  arise  from  the  continuance  of  the  firm 
contraction  even  after  the  third  nerve  must  itself  have  lost  its 
energy  is  removed  by  the  later  researches  into  the  structure  of 
the  iris,  which  have  shown  it  to  be  more  an  erectile  than  s 
muscular  organ.  Thus  the  contraction  induced  by  divisionor 
depression  of  the  sympathetic  is  due  to  iridal  congestion  ar 
much  as  to  unbalanced  activity  of  its  circular  fibres,  and 
answers  to  the  small  pupil  of  plethora  or  apoplexy.  With 
this  accords  the  observation  of  Dr.  Anstie,  that  shortly  befoie 
death  from  opium  poisoning  the  pupils  dilate.  The  vessdr 
are  now  emptied  here  as  all  over  the  surface,  which  is  p^ 
instead  of  flushed  as  heretofore. 

Let  us  now,  with  this  thought  in  our  minds,  read  a  fer 
instances  and  descriptions  of  the  early  effects  of  Opium,  sodi 
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f  it  will  not  explain  tbem,  and  harmonise  them  with  the- 

known  phenomena  which  follow. 

ret,  let  Dr.  Harlej  relate  the  resnlts  of  injecting  one  sixth 

grain  of  Morphia  behind  the  trochanter  of  a  patient 
ring  from  sciatica.  "After  ten  minutes,"  he  writes^ 
(re  was  giddiness  and  somnolency,  and  she  fell  asleep. 
raking  an  hour  after  she  complained  of  being  very  giddy, 
laid  that  everything  was  running  round.  The  cheeks  and 
lead  were  hot  and  flushed,  the  hands  hot ;  she  felt  hot 
rer.  The  pulse  was  increased  in  volume  and  power.  The 
Is  had  contracted  from  ^  to  ^  of  an  inch  out  of  the 

;  an  hour  later  they  were  ^.    The  tongue  was  clean  and^ 

$xt,  let  us  take  Dr.  Phillips'  description  of  opiate  poison- 
**  When  the  quantity  is  very  large,  and  the  form  such  as 
rmit  rapid  absorption  of  the  whole,  the  course  of  symptoms 
follows :  the  patient,  if  an  adult,  quickly  becomes  con- 
fl  of  a  sense  of  fulness  in  the  head,  which  seems  to^ 
nence  in  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and  to  spread  therefrom ; 
in  the  course  of  a  few  minutes  feels  great  and  increasing 
slness,  and  a  sensation  of  general  heat,  which  increases 
I  almost  intolerable  degree,  and  is  then  accompanied  by 
ting." 

iSfling  now  from  health  towards  disease,  we  have  Dr^ 
ie's  graphic  description  of  the  effect  of  a  small  dose  of 
m  upon  himself  when  suffering  from  hunger  or  catarrh, 
lich  I  have  already  referred.  In  both  these  cases  the 
ee  is  chilly,  the  arterioles  are  contracted ;  and  he  notices 
ially  the  pleasant  feeling  of  warmth  which  spread  over 
ody  as  the  drug  began  to  take  effect.  Again,  let  us  look 
patient  in  the  first  stage  of  the  paroxysm  of  ague.  The- 
ia  pale,  cold,  and  dry ;  the  circulation  and  respiration 
c  and  feeble ;  the  pupils  dilated :  everything  shows  vaso* 
r  excitation.  When  in  this  condition,  says  Sir  Thomas 
lODy  a  full  dose  of  laudanum  was  given  (by  Dr.  Trotter), 
9st  cases  "  after  a  few  minutes  an  exhilaration  of  spirita 
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-was  perceived :  the  pulse  from  being  weak^  quick,  and  some- 
times irregular,  became  full,  less  frequent,  and  equal;  an 
agreeable  warmth  was  diffused  over  the  whole. frame,  and 
^very  unpleasant  feeling  vanished,  sometimes  in  a  quarter  of 
.an  hour.  The  patients  were  themselves  surprised  at  the  sudden 
-change  in  their  sensations." 

Lastly,  I  may  mention  one  of  the  facta  most  frequently 
brought  to  light  in  the  experiments  conducted  under  the 
.superintendence  of  Dr.  Hughes  Bennett  to  inquire  into  tlie 
antidotal  action  of  meconate  of  morphia  and  sulphate  d 
atropia.*  It  was  that  vessels  turgid  with  blood  under  the 
influence  of  the  former  contracted  considerably  when  the  latter 
^was  administered;  and  we  have  already  seen  that  atropifti 
which  characteristically  dilates  the  pupil,  is  excitant  to  the 
sympathetic. 

I  think,  then,  we  may  fairly  conclude  that  Opium  is  through- 
out its  action  a  direct  paralyser  of  the  nervous  system,  sod 
that  the  apparent  stimulation  present  during  its  earlier  effects 
is  due  to  the  removal  of  the  restraint  exercised  on  the 
circulation  by  the  vascular  nerves.  It  is  a  phenomencm 
analogous  to  those  observed  in  the  face  when  the  cerrical 
sympathetic  is  divided,  and  to  those  which  occur  in  the  bodj 
generally  when  the  ganglionic  centres  are  depressed  hj 
ice-bags  applied  to  the  spine.  We  thus  bring  the  whole  action 
of  the  drug  under  one  uniform  and  intelligible  descriptioii- 
We  have  only  now  to  consider  the  meaning  of  the  changee  in 
the  respiratory  and  cardiac  movements  induced  by  it ;  and  to 
have  brought  before  our  minds  the  epiphenomena  of  its 
intoxication. 

I.  Opium  kills,  as  we  have  seen,  by  suspending  the  respnr 
tion.  The  movements  of  the  chest  begin  to  slacken  soon  after 
its  poisonous  influence  is  established :  breathing  then  becomes 
diaphragmatic  only ;  it  is  slow,  sighing,  and  irr^^ar,  and  at 
last  stops.  All  this  is  easily  accounted  for  by  the  gradual 
paralysis  induced  by  the  drug,  first  in  the  sensory  excitants  of 

*  See  Sesearches  into  the  Antagonitm  of  Medici»e9  (Churchill),  187^ 


OPIUM.  591 

Tespiration,  and  then  in  the  motor  agents  of  the  process ;  later, 
too,  the  breathing  is  affected  bj  the  congestive  coma  of  the 
bnun,  as  it  is  in  apoplexy.  The  pulse  is  affected  earlier  still, 
Tiz.  in  the  so-called  stimulant  stage  of  opiate  action  ;  it  is  then 
full,  somewhat  quickened,  and  stronger.  But  it  falls  with  the 
lespiration ;  and  in  the  second  stage  of  the  poisoning  is  cha- 
lacteristicaUj  slow,  while  remaining  full.  Experiment  seems 
to  have  demonstrated  that  this  retardation  of  the  heart's 
action  is  due  to  the  inhibitory  influence  of  the  vagi ;  and  the 
eondition  of  the  brain  seems  to  explain  how  the  cerebral 
centres  of  the  nerves  may  well  be  irritated,  as  thej  are,  e,  g.  in 
acute  hydrocephalus  and  (again)  in  apoplexy. 

n.  The  after-effects  of  Opiimi,  when  the  sopor  has  passed 
off,  are  very  like  those  which  follow  an  alcoholic  debauch — 
nausea^  anorexia,  headache,  chilliness,  listlessness,  sleepless- 
constipation.  They  are  not  contraries  of  the  state  pre- 
induced,  but  merely  alternating  opposites,  oscillations 
cC  the  disturbed  balance :  the  chilliness  and  insomnia  imply 
tbe  same  depressed  vitality  of  the  nervous  system  as  did  once 
tlie  heat  and  sopor.  These  epiphenomena  are  best  seen  in 
the  unhappy  subjects  of  opium-eating,  whose  whole  life  is 
^pent  in  such  morbid  vicissitude. 

We  now  come  to  the  curative  effects  of  our  drug;  and  must 
Snt  inquire  how  far  the  induction  of  its  physiological 
•daon  is  justiflable  in  disease.  This  would  seem  a  strange 
question  to  the  therapeutists  of  the  old  school.  But,  if  you 
IiATe  followed  me  thus  far,  you  will  have  seen  that  the  great 
ftmi  of  homoeopathic  treatment  is  to  avoid  such  physiological 
Mtion,  to  induce  it  only  up  to  the  point  at  which  it  neu- 
tndifles  a  similar  condition  already  present,  and  then  to  stay 
the  hand.  To  use  Opium,  therefore,  to  compel  sleep,  to  allay 
pftin  or  spasm,  and  to  check  excessive  secretion,  would  with 
Us  be  only  tolerable  when  we  had  no  similarly  acting  medicines 
on  which  we  could  rely  for  the  purpose ;  and  even  then  we 
SJboiild  feel  it  a  question  for  grave  consideration  whether 
remedy  or  disease  constituted  the  greater  evil. 
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Hahnemann  has  some  excellent  remarks  on  this  sabject. 
''  A  short  cough,"  he  says, "  which  has  been  occasioned  bj  a 
cold,  a  recent  trembling  caused  by  fright,  a  diarrhoea  which 
has  been  suddenly  occasioned  by  fear,  by  a  cold  or  other 
slight  causes ;  retching,  which  has  come  on  in'  oonsequenoe 
of  a  moral  emotion,  as  loathing,  &c.,  may  yield  to  Opitun, 
and  sometimes  do  yield  suddenly,  because  all  that  Opium 
requires  to  do  in  these  affections  is  to  suppress  them  for  s 
short  while,  in  order  to  enable  the  organism  to  remove  in  the 
meanwhile  all  disposition  to  these  affections,  and  to  effect  ite 
restoration  to  health  by  means  of  its  own  inherent  recupen* 
tive  power."  The  same  principles  would  apply  to  tlie 
treatment  of  jecent  and  fugitive  pains  and  spasms,  and  of 
the  chilly  and  miserable  state  of  commencing  inflaeual 
catarrh.  But  in  morbid  conditions  of  more  permament  and 
recurring  character  it  must  always  be  a  grave  question  whether 
we  shall  resort  to  the  palliative  medication  of  opiates.  We 
are  laimching  upon  a  boundless  ocean  when  we  once  begin  it; 
and  the  medical  world  teems  with  recorded  cases  (and  still 
more  unrecorded)  of  its  pernicious  influence.  MoTphiomsnifty 
it  is  found,  can  be  induced  as  readily  as  dipsomania ;  and 
what  sort  of  nervous  system  will  its  subjects  transmit  to  their 
offspring  ?  Qod  forbid  that  we  should  deny  to  the  suffeien 
from  incurable  disease  any  relief  from  the  pains  wfaidt 
agonize  them  ;  but  wherever  cure  is  possible,  I  am  sure  tlist 
we  are  only  diminishing  our  patients'  chances  and  adding  to 
their  distresses  by  inducing  the  narcotism  of  Opium  in  thdr 
systems. 

The  abandonment  of  opiates  must  be  to  a  new  convert  to 
homoeopathy  one  of  the  hardest  trials  involved  in  his  change 
of  practice.  He  need  not  necessarily  do  it  all  at  once.  I^ 
him  feel  his  way.  Let  him  see  how  far  the  more  muneroof 
and  more  potent  specifics  he  now  possesses  will  enable  him  to 
do  without  them.  The  cough,  the  diarrhoea,  the  neundgi>> 
which  of  old  he  hushed  up  by  poisoning  the  nerves,  now  find 
in  his  new  armoury  tlieir  direct  remedies.    Let  him  keep  hii 
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opiates  for  cases  otherwise  irremediable ;  and  their  use  will 
become  rarer  and  rarer.  For  myself,  I  can  safely  say  that 
during  fifteen  years  of  homoeopathic  practice  I  have  not  found 
cue  patient  in  five  hundred  who  required  them. 

We  turn,  then,  to  the  homoeopathic  applications  of  Opium, 
and  find  these  more  limited  than  might  haye  been  expected. 
Pereira  indeed  gives  a  long  list  of  affections  in  which  it  is 
contra-indicated  and  objectionable ;  and  these  are  of  course 
the  very  conditions  to  which  it  is  applicable  according  to  the 
method  of  similarity.  But  his  statements  are  too  broad  and 
general ;  and  Hahnemann  foresaw  truly  when  he  said : — 
^  Opium  is  one  of  those  drugs  the  primary  effects  of  which 
seldom  correspond  homoeopathically  to  the  symptoms  of 
disease."  He  moreover  pointed  out  with  great  sagacity  the 
two  leading  morbid  conditions  to  which  it  really  corresponds. 
**  Opium  is  a  specific,''  he  wrote, "  for  certain  kinds  of  the 
most  obstinate  constipation."  It  holds  a  high  place  among 
lis  in  the  treatment  of  this  disorder:  reaching  even  to 
intestinal  obstruction  when  of  a  paralytic  nature,  and  to 
incarcerated  hernia.  We  also  esteem  it  the  principal  remedy 
tor  lead-colic,  and  suppose  that  it  acts  here  by  removing  the 
constipation.  In  these  latter  uses  we  are  at  one  with  our 
hreihren  of  the  old  school ;  but  this  because  they  are  herein 
imoonsciously  homoeopathising.  Opium  is  also  a  specific, 
Hahnemann  continues,  *'  for  acute  fevers  characterised  by  a 
sopor  bordering  upon  stupor,  and  by  abse9ce  of  any  complaint, 
snoring  with  the  mouth  open,  half -jerking  of  the  limbs,  and 
baming  heat  of  the  perspiring  body."  The  cerebral  symptoms 
of  fever,  indeed,  quite  as  often  remind  one  of  the  effects  of 
Opium  as  of  those  of  Hyoscyamus  or  Belladonna :  and  in 
sach  cases  it  will  be  found  very  useful.  The  drowsiness  of 
which  this  is  the  intensest  form  is  always  a  special  indica- 
ticm  for  Opium :  and  may  sometimes  present  itself  as  a 
morbid  state  jper  se,  when  there  is  little  difficulty  about  the 
choice  of  the  medicine.  Thus  Dr.  Bayes  recommends  it  in 
passive  cerebral  congestion,  with  somnolence  after  meals,  in 
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patients  predisposed  to  apoplexy ;  and  Dr.  Dnny  findi  it 
helpful  in  ar»mic  ooma.  Opium  should  also  be  oceasiooallj 
serviceable  in  headaches  like  those  it  causes ;  and  in  tlie^ 
atonic  dyspepsia  of  drunkards.  It  seema  to  paralyse  Aft 
muscular  fibres  of  the  fundus  of  the  bladder  rather  tba 
those  of  its  sphincter  (herein  just  the  reverse  of  Belladonna): 
and  is  accordingly  remedial  in  paralytic  retenHcm  of  urine. 

I  have  reserved  the  relation  of  Opium  to  two  importut 
cerebral  affections,  delirium  tremens  and  apoplexy,  BesemUmg^ 
as  it  does  so  very  closely  in  its  action  that  of  alcohol,  it  ouglit 
to  find  a  place  in  the  homoeopathic  treatment  of  the  drunkard's 
mania.    But  I  cannot  claim  the  ordinary  use  of  it  in  this 
disease  as  an  instance  of  the  operation  of  the  law  of  similazB. 
There  is  very  little  recorded  experience  of  deliriiun  tremeiis 
in  our  literature.    In  the  cases  I  have  myself  seen,  Hyos- 
cyamus   or  Belladonna  were  better  indicated  than  Ofamn; 
whose    delirium,  moreover,    is    without  hallucinations. — In 
apoplexy.  Opium  has  been  a  good  deal  used  in  our  school 
It  is,  however,  very  questionable  whether  the  symptomatic 
resemblance,  undoubted  as  it  is,  warrants  its  admimstration 
here.    What  we  have  to  trtot  in  apoplexy  is  not  the  extra- 
vasation, which  is  irremediable,  but  that  which  has  caused 
the  rupture  of  the  degenerated  blood-vessel ;  and  which,  if 
allowed  to  continue,  threatens  to  increase  the  mischief.    This 
cause  may  be  either  an  excitement  of  the  general  drculation 
or  an  active  congestion  of  (t.  e.  attraction  of  blood  to)  tiie 
brain.    In  either  case  is  Opium  truly  homoeopathic  to  the 
morbid  condition  ?    Aconite  is  our  substitute  for  the  lancet  in 
the  former,  and  Nux  vomica  or  Belladonna  seems  to  me  the 
true  pathogenetic  analogue  to  the  latter.  Where  eztravaaatioa 
has  not  occurred,  but  active  congestion  is  the  beginning  and 
the  ending  of  the   matter,  these  medicines    seem   to  me 
to  cover  the  whole  malady.    But  I  can  conceive  it  possiUe 
that  where  extravasation  has  taken  place,  and  the  danger 
arises  from  oppression  of  the  vital  parts  at  the  base  of  the 
brain,  a  few  doses  of  Opium  might  be  of  service,  as  the  drug 
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[  would  oertainlj  be  homoeopathic  to  this  portion  of  the  dis- 
order. In  this  connection  the  remark  of  Dr.  Einger  must  be 
borne  in  mind,  that  *^  effusion  of  blood  into  the  pons  Varolii 
will  produce  symptoms  almost  identical  with  those  of  opium 
poisoning/' 

Opium  has  a  certain  amount  of  reputation  in  the  treatment 
of  ffi&betes.  If  it  does  more  than  palliate  symptoms,  it  must 
be,  I  think,  in  yirtue  of  its  homoeopatbicity  to  the  disease. 
Dr.  Coze,  of  Strasburg,  wishing  to  determine  its  action  on 
gljcogenesis,  injected  a  solution  of  fifteen  grammes  of  muriate 
<tf  morphia  in  distilled  water  into  the  jugular  vein  of  a  rabbit. 
The  urine  was  not  examined ;  but  the  quantity  of  sugar  in 
the  liyer  was  found  more  than  doubled,  and  likewise  that 
contained  in  the  arterial  blood.*  Bernard,  too,  has  lately 
Qtformed  us  that  morphia  determines  glycosuria  after  the  same 
i&anner  as  woorara  and  puncture  of  the  floor  of  the  fourth 
Ventricle,  viz.    by  increasing  the   circulation   through    the* 

Urer.t 

Another  homoeopathic  use  of  Opium  in  the  old  school  is 
Hie  employment  of  it,  in  the  shape  of  small  doses  of  Dover's 
powder,  to  check  the  sweats  of  phthisis.^  This  preparation 
— compounded  of  opium,  ipecacuanha,  and  sulphate  of 
potash — is  well  known  as  a  diaphoretic  in  ordinary  practice. 

Cannabis  Indica  is  the  only  real  analogue  I  know  to- 
Opium. 

Save  in  intestinal  affections,  the  higher  attenuations  seem 
most  in  favour. 

Before  leaving  Opium,  I  must  say  something  as  to  the  dis- 
tinctive action  of  some  of  its  chief  constituents. 

MorphiOj  of  all  these,  most  nearly  represents  the  full  action 
<tf  the  parent  drug,  and  I  have  freely  used  the  observations 
of  its  action  when  speaking  of  that  of  Opium.    The  only  re- 

*  See  Brit,  Joum,  of  Horn,,  xxiv,  253. 

f  London  Medical  Record,  vol.  i. 

J  See  BriL  Joum,  of  Horn.,  xxiii,  108. 
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maining  ones  I  care  to  notice  are  the  Yomiting  and  the  itching 
^f  the  skin  it  causes.  Of  the  former  I  shall  speak  under  the 
head  of  Apomorphia.  The  latter  is  a  frequent  and  nuurkel 
effect  of  the  alkaloid.  It  is  rarelj  associated  with  anj  erqK 
tion ;  and  should  indicate  Morphia  as  a  remedy  in  pmrigo. 

Codeia  very  much  resembles  Morphia,  but  the  tendency  to 
xx)nYulsiYe  action  is  more  pronounced  under  its  infioence  than 
that  which  leads  to  coma.  A  pathogenesis  of  it,  demed 
from  several  sources,  is  given  by  Dr.  Allen  in  his  Encydofo^ 
and  in  a  note  thereto  two  cases  are  mentioned  in  which  invo- 
luntary twitchings  of  the  eyelids  were  removed  by  it  in  the 
attenuations. 

Narceia,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a  pure  hypnotic ;  but  iti 
effects  of  any  kind  are  feeble.  Much  the  same  may  be  sud 
>of  Meconia,  though  it  is  a  little  more  active  ;  and  of  Orypiopia, 
which  Dr.  Harley's  experiments  show  to  be  more  potent  stOL 
We  could  only  use  these  substances  in  soporose  conditions ; 
and  nothing  seems  gained  by  substituting  them  for  Opium 
itself. 

NarcoHa  is  moderately  convulsive  and  hypnotic  in  its 
action ;  but  the  point  of  most  interest  about  it  is  that  it  hu 
anti-malariai  properties  like  those  of  quinine.  Thebaia  seenu 
to  be  the  alkaloid  in  which  reside  the  tetanizing  powers.  13m 
spasms  resemble  those  of  Aconite,  of  Cicuta,  and  of  Hydro- 
cyanic acid  rather  than  those  of  Strychnia. 

The  last  ingredient  of  Opium  of  which  I  shall  speak  is 
Apomorphia,  which  indeed  is  no  natural  constituent  of  the 
drug,  but  a  derivative  from  morphia  obtained  by  heating  it 
with  excess  of  hydrochloric  acid.  It  has  been  found  to  coo- 
tain  in  special  intensity  the  emetic  properties  of  morphia 
itself.  Trousseau  and  Pidoux  had  long  ago  studied  thee^ 
and  shown  them  to  be  most  strongly  manifested  when  the  drag 
was  applied  externally,  and  so  to  be  of  cerebral  rather  than  d 
gastric  origin.  The  same  inference  was  drawn  by  Dr.  Wood 
from  the  fact  that  the  sickness  which  follows  intoxication  bj 
Opium  is  brought  on  whenever  the  patient  raises  his  head. 
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^pomorphia  has  been  largely  tested  bj  Drs.  Gee*  and  Black- 
ey t  in  this  country,  and  by  a  number  of  foreign  observers,  and 
las  been  found  to  be  a  prompt  and  powerful  emetic,  acting 
lirectly  upon  the  nervous  centre  of  the  process. 

When  Dr.  BlacMey's  paper  was  read  before  the  British 
lomoBopathic  Society,  Dr.  Cooper  stated  that  he  had  suc- 
eeded  in  temoving  with  Apomorphia  the  distressing  vomiting 
oimected  with  a  tumour  in  the  brain.  Dr.  Dyce  Brown, 
^liose  prescriptive  right  it  seems  to  be  to  turn  these  new  dis- 
overies  to  homceopathic  accoimt,  soon  followed  with  a  series  of 
iases  of  vomiting,  in  which  Apomorphia,  in  the  third  dilution, 
Proved  promptly  curative.]:  It  was  most  beneficial,  as  might 
te  expected,  when  the  vomiting  was  reflex ;  but  it  helped  even 
lie  gastric  form  of  the  trouble. 

I  shall  pass  briefly  over  the  remaining  medicines  of  our 
^urse  to-day. 
Our  information  regarding  the  wild  marjoram, 

Origanum  vulgare, 

I  derived  from  a  paper  by  Dr.  Gallavardin,  of  Lyons,  pub- 
isbed  in  L'Art  Medical  for  1865,  and  translated  in  the  fifteenth 
'fdmne  of  the  North  American  Journal  of  Homcsopcdhy, 

The  oil  of  Marjoram  has  long  been  in  domestic  repute  as  a 
limiilating  emmenagogue.  Dr.  Gkdlavardin,  who  proved  it 
n  an  old  man  and  two  young  women,  foimd  it  produce  in  the 
%tter  considerable  sexual  excitement.  He  has  recorded, 
noieover,  eight  cases  of  erotomania  of  various  degrees  in  the 
omale,  in  which  the  action  of  Origanum,  generally  in  the 
bird  dilution,  was  most  satisfactory.  The  tincture  is  prepared 
torn  the  fresh  plant. 

I  have  next  to  mention  the  rare  metal,  called 

*  TransactioiiB  of  tbe  Clinical  Society,  vol.  ii. 
f  Brit,  Joum,  of  Horn,,  xzxi,  497. 
X  Ibid,  xxxii,  497. 
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Osminm. 

Triturations  are  prepared  for  homceopathic  use. 

Dr.  Hering  has  collected,  in  one  of  the  pathogeneses  of  \k 
Tolume  of  Materia  Medica^  all  that  was  known  of  Osmium  to 
that  time  (1873).  In  the  sixteenth  volume  of  its  JBuflflfn, 
the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Paris  haa,  through  Dr. 
Ozanam,  put  on  record  a  recent  case  of  poisoning  in  a  worker 
with  the  metal ;  and  has  also  translated  the  experim^ts  of 
Hoffbauer  related  in  the  third  volume  of  the  Arehiv,  This 
Hoffbauer,  however,  was  the  notorious  Fickel,  whose  endeaTonr 
to  palm  spurious  provings  on  homoeopathy  makes  anything 
from  his  pen  suspicious.  Dr.  Hering  does  not  include  him 
ID  his  list  of  authorities,  among  whom,  nevertheless,  are  fin 
provers  of  the  metal,  one  of  them  Dr.  Stokes,  of  Liver* 
pool. 

The  workman  I  have  mentioned  died  of  the  intense  bnm* 
eho-pneumonia  induced  by  the  emanations  from  Osmium. 
But  this  action  on  the  air-tubes — so  far  at  least  as  the  upper 
part  is  concerned — is  not  local  only ;  for  the  provers  had  greii 
hoarseness  and  cough.  Gmelin's  experiments  on  animalft 
show  the  oxide  to  cause  death  in  convulsions  without  signs  of 
inflammation,  evidencing  an  action  on  the  nervous  system. 
In  the  provers  this  is  shown  by  headache,  chiefly  supra-orUtal, 
and  very  marked  dimness  of  vision ;  also,  perhaps,  by  the 
genital  excitement  experienced.  Osmium  also  acts  on  the 
kidneys,  the  urine  being  dark  and  scanty  in  the  provers,  and 
albuminous  in  the  workman  I  have  mentioned,  in  whom  after 
death  the  so-called  second  stage  of  Bright's  disease  (that  is, 
the  large  white  kidney)  was  found  established.  This  mas 
had  also  a  papular  and  desquamating  eruption  of  the 
arms. 

There  is  thus  a  good  deal  in  the  pathogenetic  action  of 
Osmium  which,  applied  upon  the  homoeopathic  principle, 
promises  good  therapeutic  result.  It  is  comparable  with 
Manganum^  Selenium^  ^^d  ^rhaps  Arsenicum. 
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f 7  next  medidne  is  the  peony, 

Pseonia  officinalis, 

rhich  we  prepare  a  tincttire  from  the  fresh  root.  This,  it 
aid,  must  be  gathered  in  Spring ;  when  August  comes,  its 
rer  has  been  lost. 

niere  is  a  short  pathogenesis  of  Pseonia  in  the  twentj-first 
ame  of  the  Hygea,  mainly  consisting  of  symptoms  observed 
Dr.  Gkjer  on  himself  and  three  others,  who  all  took  sub- 
itial  doses  of  the  mother-tincture.  There  is  little  in  it 
ihj  of  note,  and  the  plant  has  scarcely  received  any 
lidnal  employment.  But  one  of  its  effects — "painful 
)r  at  the  anus,  with  exudation  of  a  foetid  moisture  " — led 
Ozanam  *  to  use  it  in  a  similar  condition  occurring  idio- 
iiically ;  and  his  success  induced  him  to  extend  its  appli- 
on  to  other  ulcers,  with  rarely  failing  benefit.  Dr. 
irin-M^neville  says  that, ''  according  to  him,  Pseonia  would 
fficacious  in  every  ulceration  seated  below  the  umbilicus.' ' 
Dr.  Ozanam  only  states  that  his  experience  had  been 
ted  to  this  part  of  the  body ;  while  he  ends  his  paper  with 
»h  case  in  which  an  ulcer  of  the  breast  readily  healed 
3r  its  use.  He  used  the  first  three  dilutions,  either 
mally  alone,  or  also  internally. 

ad  now  a  few  words  about  the  "herb   Paris,"  or  true- 

Paris  quadrifolia. 

entire  plant  is  used  for  the  tincture, 
kris  has  a  good  pathogenesis — symptoms  from  provings  of 
r  twelve  persons  (among  whom  was  Hahnemann  himself) 
^  given  in  Hartlaub  and  Trinks'  third  volume,  and  in  the 
th  and  thirteenth  volumes  of  the  Archiv.  It  has  rarely 
ved  any  therapeutic  application ;  but  I  mention  it  that 

See  Bull,  de  la  Soc.  Med,  Horn,  de  France,  vol.  yiii  ;  and  Brit,  Journ* 
«!.,  xxvi,  63. 
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yoa  may  know  its  place  in  the  Materia  Medica,  thoaglil 
cannot  tell  you  how  the  symptoms  were  obtaiiied.  Dr. 
Onemsey  giyes  as  characteristics  of  it — **  great  sensitiTeness 
to  ofEensiye  odours ;  imaginary  foul  smells.  Oough  iritb 
expectoration  in  the  mornings  without  expectoration  in  the 
evening.  Sensation  of  extension  of  size,  t.e.9  patient  feeb 
yery  large.  Collection  of  water  in  the  mouth.  Urine  iriUi 
greasy  cuticle  on  the  surface."  TTahneniaiin  says  that  it 
remoyes  cramp  in  the  stomach,  and  also  (in  large  doees) 
causes  it.    No  other  therapeutists  mention  the  drug. 

We  haye  now  a  medicine  of  more  importance— the  rock-oily 
oleum  petrse,  or 

Petroleum. 

We  use  the  white  yariety,  "  mineral  naphtha,''  which  we 
triturate.  Dr.  Drysdale  suggests  capsules  where  the  pore 
substance  should  be  giyen. 

We  owe  the  symptomatology  of  Petroleum  entirelj  ta 
Hahnemann,  who  giyes  us  623  symptoms  from  it  in  the  fiist 
edition  of  the  Chronic  Diseases  (where  he  recommends  the 
18th  dilution  for  use),  and  776  in  the  second. 

I  haye  little  to  say  of  the  pathogen^is  there  giyen,  except 
that  one  of  its  symptoms  once  guided  me  to  the  choice  of  the 
right  medicine  for  an  anomalous  but  annoying  complaint,  vis. 
a  feeling  as  if  there  were  a  cold  stone  in  the  heart.  I  would 
call  attention,  also,  to  the  urinary  symptoms,  as  presenting  a 
pretty  close  resemblance  to  some  forms  of  yesical  catarrh. 
The  chief  reputation  of  Petroleum  in  our  school  has  been  u 
a  remedy  for  sea-siekness,  Hempel,  who  in  his  first  editioo 
had  recommended  it,  in  his  second  repudiates  it  as  ineffectire. 
But  I  must  say  that  both  myself  and  friends  whom  I  haie^ 
supplied  with  it  can  testify  to  decided  benefit  from  its  use  1* 
and  Dr.  Bayes  confirms  this  more  fayourable  estimate  d  the 
remedy.  In  other  forms  also  of  nausea  and  yomiting,  w  ^ 
that  of  pregnancy,  it  may  proye  useful:  Dr.  GkLemseftfJ" 
that  it  has  the  ayersion  to  fat  food  characteristic  of  Vtis^ 


■1' 
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till&.  Then  there  are  certam  uses  of  Petroleum  for  which  I 
sm  indebted  to  the  experience  of  my  friend  Dr.  Madden,  but 
which  I  have  frequently  yerified  for  myself.  These  are  to 
'<^heck  foetid  sweat  in  the  axillsd ;  to  relieve  tenderness  of  the 
ieet  when  these  too  are  bathed  in  a  more  or  less  foul-smelling' 
moisture;  and  to  modify  that  unhealthiness  of  skin  which 
tauises  a  general  tendency  to  fester  and  ulcerate.  Teste,  more- 
t>Ter,  recommends  it  in  alternation  with  Ipecacuanha  in  dy- 
sentery affecting  children.  Dr.  Drysdale  *  says  that  since  he 
has  used  it  in  three-drop  doses  of  the  pure  substance  he  has 
found  it  more  efficacious  than  hitherto,  getting  excellent 
results  in  many  chronic  catarrhs  (urethral,  uterine,  intestinal, 
bronchial),  in  chilblains  and  chaps,  and  in  deafness  with  noises 
in  the  ear. 

I  commend  Petroleum  to  your  study  as  a  medicine  whose 
Tirtues  have  been  as  yet  by  no  means  exhausted. 

I  have,  like  Dr.  Bayes,  found  a  third  decimal  alcoholic 
attenuation  answer  every  purpose  in  sea-sickness. 

I  conclude   with    a   few   words    about  two  very  minor 
medicines. 

Petroselinum, 

the  common  parsley,  a  tincture  of  which  is  made  from  the 
whole  fresh  plant,  appears  from  its  brief  pathogenesis  (for 
which  at  present  I  can  only  refer  you  to  Jahr)  to  have  a  decided 
action  upon  the  urethral  mucous  membrane ;  and  has  been 
used  accordingly  in  subacute  gonorrhoea  and  gleet.  You 
might  be  inclined  to  doubt  the  possession  of  active  properties 
hj  this  seemingly  harmless  esculent ;  but  I  may  remind  you 
that  parsley  seeds  and  their  educt,  Apiol,  have  been  found 
to  affect  the  brain  like  quinine,  and  have  been  used  with 
some  success  as  a  substitute  for  it  in  intermittent  fevers  and 
neuralgisB. 

The  water-hemlock, 

*  See  Brii.  Joum,  of  Hom^  xxviii,  403. 
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Phellandrinm  aquaticnm, 

of  which  we  use  the  ripe  fruit,  has  a  pathogenesis  of  37$ 
symptoms  in  the  second  volume  of  Hartlaub  and  ^Lns^ 
Arziieimittellehrey  mostly  furnished  by  Nenning  and  obtained 
in  his  usual  manner.  Fhellandrium  appears  to  act  as  a  poison 
similarly  to  its  congeners  Gicuta  and  CElnanthe.  It  was  in 
considerable  repute  of  old  time  for  chronic  suppurationa 
occurring  in  the  lungs  and  elsewhere,  but  it  has  fallen  into 
disuse  in  the  old  school,  and  has  found  little  place  in  the 
new.  Dr.  Dudgeon,  however,  has  published  in  the  twentj- 
eighth  volume  of  the  British  Journal  of  Homasopaik^  a  can 
of  severe  and  long-lasting  headache  cured  by.  it,  after  the 
failtire  of  more  ordinary  remedies.  He  states  that  he  litf 
given  it  with  success  in  similar  headaches  since.  The  chaiM- 
teristics  are  "pain  like  a  heavy  weight,  a  stone,  a  lump  of 
lead,  on  the  top  of  the  head,  with  aching  and  burning  in  the 
temples  and  above  the  eyes ;  pain  in  the  eyes,  with  congestioD 
of  the  conjunctiva ;  watering  of  the  eyes ;  intolerance  of  light 
and  sound."  Gross  also  recommends  it  for  nursing  women 
when  pain  is  felt  in  the  nipples  on  each  application  of  tiie 
child. 


LECTTJEE  XXXIV. 

PHOSPHOKUS. 

I  HAYS  to  bring  before  you  to-day  one  of  our  greatest  poly- 
chrests — a  medicine  wliicb  will  repay  the  utmost  care  we  maj 
bestow  upon  its  study. 

Phosphorus. 

The  pharmaceutical  preparation  of  this  peculiar  substance 
is  itself  a  large  matter.  In  the  old  school,  solutions  in  sul- 
phuric ether  and  oliye  oil  have  generally  been  used.  Mr. 
Ashburton  Thompson  has  recently  shown  that  the  latter 
▼ehicle  is  very  objectionable,  as  allowing  of  the  free  oxidation 
of  the  phosphorus,  whereby  hypophosphorous  acid  is  pro- 
duced, which  is  far  more  irritant  than  its  base.  He  shows 
that  all  the  unexpected  poisonings  which  have  deterred  phy- 
sicians from  the  medicinal  use  of  Phosphorus  have  arisen  from 
this  preparation.  The  solution  in  ether,  however,  is  all  that 
can  be  desired.  Hahnemann  recommended  it  as  an  alternative 
to  trituration ;  and  the  British  Homoeopathic  Society  does  the 
same,  pointing  out  that  the  vehicle  takes  up  almost  exactly 
one  per  cent.,  thus  making  our  first  attenuation.*  Subse- 
quent potencies  may  bo  prepared  with  rectified  spirit.  Abso- 
lute alcohol  is  also  mentioned  as  suitable  for  the  primazj 

•  We  have  heard  lately  of  a  **  mothcr*tincture  of  Phosphorus."  It  U 
obrknit  that  there  can  he  no  snch  thing.  If  chemists  are  asked  for  it,  tbej 
^ohmj  save  explanation  hy  supplying  under  this  appellation  the  strongeft 
•olation  they  have.  But  it  must  be  understood  that  this,  if  etherial,  is 
^^tXLj  the  first  attenuation ;  if  alcoholic,  of  varying  strength  according  t* 
Uie  proportion  of  water  in  the  vehicle,  but  always  below  that  of  the  former* 
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gelation ;  but  Mr.  Thompson  states  that  820  parts  of  it  are 
required  for  the  purpose.  He  recommends  its  administralian 
in  glycerine  instead  of  water  to  avoid  decomposition.  Another 
excellent  preparation  of  phosphorus,  according  to  this  writer, 
is  a  solution  in  cod-liye^  oil,  which  takes  it  up  freely,  ud 
does  not — ^like  the  vegetable  oils — allow  of  its  oxidation. 

A  pathogenesis  of  Phosphorus  was  published  by  Hik- 
nemann  in  the  first  edition  of  the  Chronic  Di9ea$e$.  It  con- 
tains 1025  symptoms,  of  which  963  are  his  o?m — ^that  ie,  ai 
we  have  seen,  observed  upon  patients  taking  the  drag  is 
infinitesimal  doses.  Soon  after,  additional  provings  iron 
themselves  and  three  others  were  published — without  expb- 
nation  of  their  origin — ^by  Hartlaub  and  Trinks  in  their 
ArzneimUteUehre.  These,  in  the  second  edition  of  the  Okfmc 
JHaecLses^  were  incorporated  by  Hahnemann  with  his  old  aid 
some  new  material,  making  a  total  of  1915 — the  longest  lot 
in  the  collection,  save  that  of  Sulphur.  1169  of  these  m 
his  own,  662  from  nine  coUciboraiewrs,  and  84  from  authors. 

I  must  leave  to  your  discretion  what  use  you  will  make  of 
this  pathogenesis.  I  have  already  expressed  my  entire  lidc 
of  confidence  in  the  symptoms  obtained  on  the  prindjta 
avowed  by  Hahnemann,  and  mainly  followed  by  his  disciplei, 
in  the  Chronic  Diseases  period.  It  is  otherwise  with  muj 
later  provings  of  the  school ;  and  in  the  case  of  Phospborv 
we  have  some  excellent  ones  from  Dr.  Sorge  and  eleven  smo- 
ciates.  He  has  published  these,  with  a  copious  coUectioiiof 
poisonings,  of  experiments  on  men  and  animals,  and  of  ciaei 
cured  by  the  drug,  in  his  Der  Phosphory  ein  grosses  HeUnM 
(Leipsig,  1862),  the  prize-essay  of  the  Central  HomoBopsthie 
Society  of  Germany.  For  materials  of  later  date  I  may  lete 
you  to  a  paper  by  Dr.  Holcombe,  "  Phosphorus ;  a  patho- 
genetic study,"  in  the  seventh  volume  of  the  North  AmeriesM 
Journal  of  HomcBopathy ;  to  another, "  On  the  Action  of  Phos- 
phorus upon  the  Liver,"  by  Dr.  Madden  and  myself,  in  the 
twenty-first  volume  of  the  British  Journal  of  Homseopafhff: 
to  Wegner*s  experiments  on  animals,  translated  from  Virdicvf' 
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Arekiv  in  the  thirty-first  Yolume  of  the  same  Journal ;  and  to 
tbe  treatise  on  Free  Phosphorus  in  Medicine^  hj  Mr.  Ash- 
bnrion  Thompson  (London,  1874),  on  whose  pharmaoeutical 
portion  I  have  already  drawn. 

The  history  of  Phosphorus  as  a  medicine  has  been  curious 
lad  interesting.  The  primary  stimulant  influence  which  we 
iludl  see  that  it  possesses,  and  which  it  exerts  especially  upon 
tihe  nervous  system,  was  for  a  long  time  all  that  was  known  of 
lis  action;  and  this  property  was  made  use  of  (often  with 
meoess)  in  typhoid  and  other  adynamic  states.  But  so  many 
leddents  occurred  from  the  large  doses  and  (as  we  have  seen) 
msoitaUe  preparations  employed,  that  the  drug  became 
bniided  as  dangerous,  and,  imtil  lately,  was  seldom  employed 
n  the  old  school.  Dierbach  and  Trousseau  and  Pidoux  omit 
%  from  their  works  on  Materia  Medica ;  and  it  does  not  appear 
a  Br.  Ringer's  until  its  fourth  edition.  Its  extinguished 
hme  has  recently  been  rekindled  from  the  homoeopathic 
tCRitory,  where  its  light  had  long  been  burning  steadily  and 
nightly ;  and  now  it  bids  fair,  in  the  sphere  of  the  nervous 
gfskem  at  any  rate,  to  resume  an  important  place  among 


Hahnemann,  though  speaking  of  Phosphorus  as  a  very  im- 
Mvlaat  medicine,  was  misled  by  the  stimulant  properties  of 
he  drug  into  denying  its  homoeopathic  applicability  to  states 
t  depression,  which  he  regarded  as  only  secondary  re- 
ctkms.  We  shall  see  that  they  are  its  real  and  lasting 
•ihogenetic  e£Eects«  This  mistake,  and  the  unsatisfactory 
tatore  of  his  symptom-list,  kept  the  medicine  in  the  back- 
[laimd  for  some  time.  But  then  Fleischmann,  Arnold,  and 
iiedbeck  took  it  up,  and  showed  its  power  and  virtues ;  and 
Mwi  passu  with  the  advance  of  knowledge  as  to  its  poisonous 
(fleets,  its  use  in  our  hands  as  a  remedial  agent  has  widened 
ind  extended.  For  old-school  therapeutics  it  is  of  no  advan- 
age  to  learn  that  Phosphorus  congests  the  lungs,  necroses  the 
naxOlfle,  softens  the  nervous  centres,  liquefies  the  blood,  and 
fatiy  degeneration  throughout  the  body.    But  to  us 
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such  knowledge  is  fruitful  of  practical  results ;  and  has  already 
raised  the  drug  into  the  first  rank  of  our  medicines. 

1.  Before,  however,  we  dwell  upon  these  phenomena,  let  u 
speak  of  the  stimulant  properties  of  Phosphorus.  This  sab- 
stance  is  one  of  those  which  enter  into  the  normal  compon- 
tion  of  the  body.  It  exists  mainly  in  the  nervous  centres,  ii 
the  form  of  a  peculiar  compound  with  fatty  matter  which  his 
been  named  "  protagon ; "  just  as  iron  is  united  with  bieinatm 
in  the  blood.  It  actually  forms  more  than  one  per  cent  of 
the  human  brain,  the  amount  gradually  increasing  from  in* 
fancy  to  adult  age,  and  then  again  decreasing  in  old  age. 
Now  the  analogy  of  iron  and  lime  suggests  that,  up  to  i 
certain  point,  Phosphorus  may  be  a  special  stimulant  to  tk 
tissue  it  goes  to  constitute ;  and,  the  stimulation  being  in 
some  sort  that  of  a  food,  it  need  not  be  followed  by  reactire 
depression. 

That  Phosphorus  has  such  an  action  on  the  nervous  system 
— as  iron  on  the  blood  and  (probably)  lime  on  the  bones— is 
beyond  doubt.  "  About  the  second  hour,"  writes  Mr.  Thomp- 
son, ♦*  after  a  dose  of  the  twentieth  or  the  twelfth  of  a  grain, 
sensations  of  exhilaration  begin  to  make  themselves  fdt 
The  capacity  for  exertion^  both  mental  and  physical,  is  in- 
creased, and  that  condition  which  the  French  describe  as  on^ 
of  hieii'ctre  is  experienced.  If  the  subject  have  taken  the 
dose  while  in  a  state  of  fatigue,  he  finds  his  strength  renewed; 
if  while  in  a  state  of  despondency,  he  takes  a  more  cheerfnl 
view  of  tbings.  The  pulse  becomes  firmer  and  a  little  more 
frequent.  These  effects  pass  off  gradually  in  the  course  of  a 
few  hours,  and  a  state  of  depression  does  not  ensue.'*  With 
this  there  is  often  increase  of  temperature,  perspiration  and 
diuresis,  and  sometimes  venereal  excitement. 

It  is  this  action  of  Phosphorus  which  made  it  available, 
given  in  full  and  frequent  doses,  in  typhoid  depression,  and 
often  rallied  a  patient  from  an  apparently  hopeless  condition. 
It  is  a  property  of  the  drug  which  we  may  well  employ,  under- 
standing  clearly  what  it  is — that  we  are  giving  it  as  we  p^ 
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;  stimiilants,  and  not  as  a  medicine.  After  the  same^ 
it  may  be  used,  if  it  is  needed,  instead  of  a  glass  of 
*  temporary  nervous  exhaustion ;  remembering,  bow- 
kt  rest  and  food — if  there  is  time  for  them — are  far 
emedies.  But  there  is  another  application  of  the 
it  power  of  Phosphorus  which  has  of  late  attracted 
tention,  viz.  the  relief  and  even  cure  of  neuralgia  ob- 
herefrom.  Phosphorus  causes  and  cures  in  minute 
I  own  form  of  neuralgia ;  but  this  is  rarely  met  with 
urison  with  that  which  requires  Arsenicum,  Belladonna,. 
Ji,  and  Sulphur.  The  drug  has  hence  occupied  no 
nt  place  in  homoeopathic  therapeutics  as  an  anti- 
c  remedy ;  but  we  have  known  how  to  use  it  when 
,  A  cure  of  the  intercostal  form,  wrought  by  one  of 
it  after  long-continued  unsuccessful  treatment  by  an 
ol  practitioner,  called  the  attention  of  the  latter  to  the 

and  he  and  others  tested  it  in  various  instances  of 
jtion,  and  reported  favourably  of  their  results.  It  is 
b  Mr.  Ashburton  Thompson  came  upon  the  field.  He 
some  fifty  cases  with  the  medicine,  with  a  success 
iads  him  to  regard  it  as  an  almost  infallible  remedy 

neuralgia,  wherever  occurring,  and  as  rapid  in  its 
( it  is  lasting.  But  to  obtain  such  residt,  he  says,  the 
!  must  be  given  in  a  full,  t.  e.  a  stimulant  dose,  not 
ed  than  a  twelfth  of  a  grain  every  four  hours.  Thus 
8  operandi  seems  to  be  that  of  food  and  wine,  whose 
I  over  neuralgic  pain  is  so  well  known :  only  that  its 
to  nervous  tissue  gives  it  stimulant  and  perhaps 
qualities  of  a  special  kind.  I  think  that  medicine  is 
lebted  to  Mr.  Thompson  for  working  out  this  subject, 
kS  for  his  valuable  contributions  to  the  pharmacy  and 
of  the  drug.  We  have,  in  most  cases,  remedies  for 
%  of  more  satisfactory  kind ;  but  were  we  at  a  non, 
might  do  worse  than  follow  his  practice. 
,  is  with  Phosphorus  as  a  neurotic  as  with  Iron  as  an- 
:  if  too  long  continued,  or  taken  in  excess,  it  acts  aa 
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a  poison  to  the  very  tissues  which  it  stimulates  and  feedi. 
Iron  can  in  this  way  impoverish  the  blood,  causing  ansmia; 
and  Phosphorus  still  more  surely  impairs  the  YitaUly  of  the 
nervous  centres,  and  gives  rise  to  paralysis.  Even  in  acate 
poisoning  there  are  often  symptoms  of  nervous  depressioD,  u 
in  the  third  case  of  Dr.  Holcombe's  series ;  and  among  tlioae 
given  by  Dr.  Hempel,  in  one  there  was  numbness  of  tte 
extremities,  with  formication  —  the  fingers  having  so  Wk 
sensibility  that  they  could  not  pick  up  a  pin,  and  in  antylte 
there  was  amaurosis  with  widely-dilated  pupils,  and  deafDas* 
In  an  excellent  study  of  "  Phosphoric  Paralysis,"  by  Dr.  GsDft* 
vardin  of  Lyons,  translated  from  L'Afi  MSdical  in  the  tmi- 
tieth^volume  of  the  British  Journal  of  HomcBOpaikff,  two  csM 
.are  given,  in  one  of  which  the  left  arm,  in  the  other  the  baadi, 
became  powerless.  But  the  most  striking  instance  of  the 
kind  presented  by  him  is  one  in  which,  life  being  prolonged, 
there  was  progressive  paralysis.  It  is  cited  from  Hattys 
^Chronic  Alcoholism,  as  follows  : — 

^'  A  man,  set.  39,  who  led  an  ordinary  kind  of  life,  occapied 
himself  for  three  years  in  the  preparation  of  phosplumc 
matches.  He  used  to  work  in  the  room  where  he  lived,  voi 
there  he  kept  the  materials  and  the  product  of  his  trade.  Be 
had  suffered  no  inconvenience  from  it  until  a  year  ago,  wba 
41  great  quantity  of  Phosphorus  and  of  phosphorated  matcbes 
took  fire,  after  a  violent  explosion.  At  the  time,  whilst  tid- 
ing to  extinguish  the  conflagration,  he  so  thoroughly  resprei 
the  vapour  of  Phosphorus,  that  at  last  he  fiunted  from  soSh 
cation.  Immediately  after  this  he  experienced  a  sensation  of 
weakness  in  the  back,  as  if  he  were  ready  to  sink ;  then  iroik- 
ness  in  the  extremities,  and  trembling  at  every  effort ;  creep- 
ing under  the  skin,  and  a  sensation  as  if  something  were 
^starting  imder  the  epidermis.  At  first,  great  sexual  excite* 
ment,  which  afterwards  diminished,  and  for  the  last  ^ 
months  gave  place  to  impotence,  with  absolute  impossibilitj 
^f  erection. 

^'  Independent  of  that,  he  found  himself  well,  with  good 
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appetite;  regular  eyaciiations ;  good  health;  normal  re- 
fixation.  Nothing  indicated  any  affection  of  the  brain» 
On  his  admission  to  the  hospital,  the  following  symptoms 
were  remarked:  his  two  legs  were  so  weak  that  he  conld 
odIj  walk  a  few  steps,  and  even  that  he  did  with  a  tottering 
gait^  and  as  if  he  were  not  sure  of  himself ;  if  he  tried  to^ 
ttand  upright,  his  legs  trembled  and  his  knees  bent;  his 
hands  and  arms  trembled  on  making  an  effort.  In  th& 
•tote  of  repose,  the  muscles  started  out  all  oyer  the  body, 
especially  in  the  extremities.  They  seemed  to  he  ttdtehinff' 
to  andfro,  {hough  painlessly:  different  muscles  or  bundles  of 
^mucles  iwUched  at  different  periods.  At  times  the  twitching 
Hoppedf  hut  it  was  easily  excited  by  contact.  On  the  left  arm,  a 
Qonatant  feeling  of  formication  under  the  skin ;  normal  sensa- 
tkm  oyer  the  general  surface  of  the  body.  The  spine  not 
aenntiye,  nor  painful,  but  so  weak  that  the  patient  cannot 
ttraighten  himself,  nor  remain  standing  when  once  straight- 
ened. The  faculties,  both  intellectual  and  moral,  the  fimc- 
tioiiB  of  the  heart,  of  the  chest,  and  of  the  digestiye  organs, 
Honnal;  but  the  pronunciation  embarrassed  (?  paralysis  of 
Ihe  tongue).  The  patient  liyed  three  or  four  years  in  the 
ftdl  enjoyment  of  his  senses,  whilst  the  paralysis  increased 
And  extended;  but  all  the  attempts  at  treatment  were 
unayailing." 

Dr.  Gallayardin  aJso  mentions  the  experiments  on  animals 
cf  Mayer.    The  conclusions  of  this   obseryer  are — ^''Fhos- 
]^ioniB  acts  specifically  on  the  neryes  of  yoluntary  motion 
and  <m  the  muscles  themselyes.    It  impedes,  diminishes,  and 
at  last  entirely  destroys  the  power  of  moyement,  or  rather  it 
daatroys  the  irritability  of  the  motor  neryes,  and  the  contrac*^ 
lilitj  of  the  muscular  fibres,  and  at  last  completely  paralyses- 
tlie  powers."     He    adds   that  it  also  ''acts  specifically  on* 
the  neryes  of  sensation,  destroying  sensibility  from  the  peri- 
^berj  to  the  brain,  the  sensorium  being  in  small   degree 
fiatorbed.'' 
To  all  this  corresponds  the  condition  of  the  neryous  centres 
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commonly  found  in  the  animals  poisoned  by  it^  as  you  mxj 
read  in  Serge's  treatise.  This  is  nearly  always  descrihed  u 
**  pale,  soft,  and  bloodless." 

It  follows  that  Phosphorus  is  truly  homoeopathic  to  ptn- 
lytic  conditions,  when  dependent  on  lowered  vitality  or  eren 
softening  of  the  centres ;  and  should  be  a  valuable  reme^ 
therein.  Dr.  Gallavardin  cites  thirteen  cases  of  the  Idod, 
twelve  from  allopathic,  and  one  from  homoeopathic  somoei. 
Dr.  Trinks  has  recorded  another,  described  with  his  wonted 
fulness  and  accuracy,  which  may  be  found  in  the  nineteenAr 
volume  of  the  BrU\8h  Journal ;  and  Sorge  and  Mr.  ThompioD 
give  some  more.  They  were  nearly  all  of  a  ^'fuuctioial" 
nature — from  amenorrhoea,  seminal  losses,  exhaustion  from 
acute  disease,  and  such-like  causes.  In  one  case  the  loss  d 
power  involved  only  the  third,  in  another  only  the  sixth  piir 
of  cranial  nerves.  In  softening  of  the  brain  from  exhaastkm 
Phosphorus  seems  acquiring  quite  a  reputation  in  the  old 
school ;  but  it  has  long  been  in  use  for  it  among  homoBO- 
pathists.  The  muscular  symptoms  of  the  case  I  have  nar- 
rated suggest  the  "  fibrillary  contractions"  of  "  wasting  paUj/' 
the  "  progressive  muscular  paralysis"  of  Duchenne.  With 
Phosphorus,  indeed,  we  should  not  expect  wasting  of  the 
muscles,  but  simply  their  fatty  degeneration ;  and  a  form  of 
the  disease  has  been  described  by  Duchenne  which  he  caOB 
"  pseudo-hypertrophic  paralysis,"  in  which  this  very  condition 
obtains.  In  a  little  treatise,  On  the  various  forma  ofParalytit} 
which  I  published  some  years  ago,  I  suggested  Phosphoivs 
for  this  malady ;  and  Mr.  Clifton  tells  me  that  he  has  obtained 
striking  benefit  from  its  persevering  administration  in  the 
third  decimal  dilution,  in  a  well-marked  instance  of  it.  IV 
girl',  who  could  not  walk  six  yards  when  she  came  to  him,  can 
now,  after  a  twelvemonth's  treatment,  accomplish  her  foor 
miles  with  little  difficulty. 

It  is  customary  in  the  old  school  to  speak  of  Phosphorna 
as  a  "  tonic"  in  these  cases.  I  have  shown  that,  like  other 
tonics,  it  weakens  in  health  where  it  strengthens  in  dxseaae. 
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It  is  more  plausible  to  argue  that,  like  iron  in  anaemia,  it  acts 
•as  a  food.  It  may  do  so  xmder  some  circumstances.  But  I 
think  that  the  evidence  of  dosage,  which  favours  the  hypo- 
thesis in  the  other  ease,  is  against  it  here.  Jahr  is  as  lau- 
<datoi7  of  his  decillionths  as  Thompson  of  his  hundredths  of  a 
groin  in  cerebral  softening ;  and  even  the  latter  doses  would 
not  do  much  to  feed  an  organ  which  naturally  contains  some 
three  quarters  of  an  ounce  of  the  substance.  So  I  think  we 
most  condude  that  it  acts  dynamically  and  homoeopathically 
Iiere,  and  is  entitled  to  our  highest  consideration. 

n.  I  will  take  next  the  symptoms  produced  by  Phosphorus 
in  the  male  sexual  organs,  as  these  are  probably  a  part  of  its 
taftuenoe  on  the  nervous  system  generally.  They  are,  how- 
«fer,  of  sufficient  importance  to  merit  special  and  distinct  con- 
aideration. 

The  sexual  organs  share  in  the  general  excitement  caused  by 
moderate  doses  of  Phosphorus  ;  but  they  manifest  its  influ- 
ence in  so  marked  a  manner  as  to  evidence  a  special  action  of 
tlie  drug  upon  them,  or  upon  that  part  of  the  nervous  centre 
"Whence  they  derive  their  energy.  That  Phosphorus  is  an 
aphrodisiac  has  been  known  for  a  long  time.  It  has  displayed 
this  property  in  a  most  immistakable  manner  among  the  lower 
animals.  Leroy  (quoted  by  Pereira)  ascertained  that  it  was 
aphrodisiac  to  drakes.  In  Dr.  Serge's  experiments  cocks, 
pigeons,  dogs,  and  frogs  were  affected  in  the  same  way ;  the 
Ifttter  got  those  large  growths  on  their  fore  feet  that  appear 
<dnring  their  pairing  season,  and  used  them  accordingly.  But 
the  same  prover's  experiments  on  the  human  subject  show 
that  this  excitement  is  but  temporary,  and  is  followed  by  a 
smch  longer-continued  depression,  as  we  see  in  Dr.  Gallavar- 
4m'B  case  just  cited,  showing  itself  in  absence  of  desire,  im- 
perfect erections,  with  too  rapid  ejaculatio  seminis,  and  fre- 
quent involuntary  emissions. 

Phosphorus  is  thus  a  thoroughly  homoeopathic  remedy  for 
that  irritable  weakness  of  the  male  sexual  organs  which  is  left 
behind  by  excesses  in  venery  and  by  masturbation.    Experi- 
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ence  has  oyer  and  over  again  confirmed  the  indioations  of 
theory  in  this  matter.  Phosphorus  would  also  (in  very  small 
doses)  be  homoeopathic  to  satyriasis,  which  corresponds  to  its 
primary  effects ;  for  this  Jahr  recommends  it  from  experienee. 
Might  it  also  be  desirable  to  use  it  occasionally  as  a  special 
stimulant,  in  full  doses,  as  in  impotentia  senilis  when  off- 
spring is  much  desired  ?  The  following  observation  from  Dr. 
Sorge's  collection  shows  that  great  caution  must  be  exerdaed 
here : — **  An  old  dog  who  had  long  lost  his  sexual  power,  alter 
taking  phosphorus  rat-poison  that  was  given  to  kill  him,  be- 
came sexually  excited,  and  died  inihecLct  ofcoiiiuy 

m.  I  would  now  direct  your  attention  to  the  well-knoffB 
action  of  Phosphorus  upon  the  jaws,  as  mainly  seen  in  tiie 
workers  in  lucifer-match  manufactories.  The  fuUest  re- 
searches instituted  on  this  subject  are  those  of  JDrs.  von  Kb» 
and  Geist,  of  which,  if  you  have  not  access  to  the  original, 
you  may  read  a  full  account  in  the  eleventh  volume  of  tbe 
British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy.  The  disease  usually  begina 
in  a  carious  tooth,  which  gnaws  and  throbs,  and  sometimea 
shoots,  with  itching  and  bleeding  of  the  neighbouring  gam* 
Then  gum-boils  form,  and  discharge  foetid  pus  in  which  are 
found  granules  of  bone.  Then  the  teeth  fall  out,  and  the 
gums  recede  or  melt  away,  and  the  bone  appears  in  a  state  ol 
caries  or  necrosis.  Inflammation  of  the  neighbouring  paita 
and  irritative  fever  are  present :  and  the  case  often  terminataa 
in  death.  It  is  a  moot  point  whether  this  effect  of  Fhoa- 
phorus  is  produced  by  a  local  dud  chemical  action  on  tbe 
parts,  or  whether  it  is  a  result  of  the  dynamic  influence  of  tbe 
poison.  In  favour  of  the  latter  being  the  true  interpretatioB 
is  a  case  of  poisoning  by  Phosphorus  recorded  by  Dr.  J.  0. 
MiiUer,  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  which  there  came  on^ptiotd 
boring  burning  pains  in  the  bones,  especially  in  the  teeth,  tbe 
jaws,  and  the  nose.*  These  were  removed  by  Mezerennit  * 
drug  which  has  cured  the  maxillary  caries  of  the  woiiBiBin 
Phosphorus. 

•  North  Amer,  Jonm,  of  Horn,,  vii,  467. 
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This  conclusion  has  been  thought  to  be  impugned  by  the 
lecent  experiments  of  Dr.  Wegner  ;  but  I  am  unable  to  draw 
such  a  conclusion  from  them.  He  finds  that  if  rabbits  are 
kept  for  some  time  in  an  atmosphere  impregnated  with  the 
fumes  of  Phosphorus,  in  a  sm^l  minority  only  does  there 
appear  periostitis  and  necrosis  of  the  jaws,  just  as  the  same 
thing  occurs  in  but  a  few  of  the  workers  in  it.  He  fairly 
M^gnes  that  there  must  be  some  personal  causal  condition  in 
each  individual  case,  in  addition  to  the  general  influence'to 
which  all  are  exposed  alike ;  but  I  cannot  follow  him  in  his 
farther  assumption  that  this  condition  must  be  a  local 
exposure  of  the  periosteum  from  dental  caries  or  injury  to 
the  gum.  For  he  admits  that  in  one  only  of  his  suffering 
labbits  could  he  find  any  such  lesion ;  and  that  carious  teeth 
ai6  not  always  discoverable  in  the  affected  workers.  Instead, 
therefore,  of  laying  stress  on  the  fewness  of  those  exposed  to 
the  Phosphorus  vapours  whose  jaws  are  affected  without  local 
access  for  the  irritant,  the  fact  that  any  are  so  affected 
should  indicate  that  the  influence  is  not  local  but  constitu- 
tional. 

Still  more  striking  evidence  to  this  effect  is  derived  from  the 
lesults  obtained  by  Dr.  Wegner  from  feeding  the  same  class 
of  animalB  with  long-continued  minute  doses  of  Phosphorus — 
faom  one  to  three  milligrammes  according  to  one  calculation, 
faom  the  four-hundredth  to  the  hundredth  of  a  grain  according 
fto  another,  daily.  Here  an  influence  is  produced  upon  the 
osteogenetic  tissue  (of  which  periosteum  is  the  chief  repre- 
sentative) all  over  the  body,  which  leads  to  increased  pro- 
duction of  osseous  matter,  to  thickening  of  the  spongy  and 
greater  density  of  the  compact  substance  of  the  long  and 
■bort  bones,  and  even  in  some  instances  to  the  obliteration 
^  the  medullary  cavity  by  the  continuous  fresh  formation. 
Dt.  Wegner  himself  cannot  but  see  the  analogy  of  all  this 
irith  the  effects  on  the  jaws  produced  by  the  fumes. 
Phosphorus,"  he  sums  up,  "  in  minute  doses  in  all  pro- 
labilitv  is  dissolved  in  the  blood,  and,  circulating  with  it, 
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operates  on  the  osteogenetic  tissue  as  a  specific  plastic 
irritant.  Brought  topically  in  the  form  of  yapoor  into 
contact  with  denuded  periosteum,  in  moderate  concentratioD 
it  provokes  ossifying  periostitis :  while,  if  the  fumes  operate 
very  energetically,  the  irritation  becomes  so  intense  ^ 
suppuration  is  added  to  the  ossificatory  process."  I  shotild 
have  said  that  in  the  maxillary  disease  of  the  workmen  aod 
the  rabbits  there  is  always  a  combination  of  new  osaeaoB 
deposits  with  the  necrosis  of  the  old  bone. 

The  results  obtained  by  these  small  internal  doses  thus  throw 
much  light  on  the  nature  of  the  osseous  affection  induced  bj 
exposure  to  phosphoric  vapours ;  but  they  are  also  of  mach 
importance  in  themselves.  Dr.  Wood  represents  them  as  if 
they  evidenced  a  stimulant  influence  on  the  nutrition  of  the 
tissue.  I  cannot  so  read  them  ;  nor  does  Dr.  Wegner  reallj 
regard  them  in  this  light.  He  connects  them  with  alterations 
he  finds  the  drug,  when  given  in  the  same  way,  to  produce  in 
the  stomach  and  liver — alterations  which,  as  we  shall  see,  are 
essentially  of  a  morbid  kind.  "Older  observations,"  he 
writes,  "  have  taught  that  Phosphorus  in  large  doses  influences 
certain  tissues,  particularly  the  parenchymatous  elements  of 
the  liver,  of  the  kidneys,  of  the  stomach,  and  of  the  musdeSi 
as  an  extraordinarily  intense  per-acute  irritation,  of  such  a 
violent  nature  that  in  a  very  short  space  of  time  a  fatty 
degeneration,  a  necro-biosis  of  the  same,  follows.  We  hate 
now  seen  that  the  same  substance,  given  to  the  organism  in  a 
smaller  quantity,  while  leaving  the  first-named  parts  perfectly 
immime,  possesses  an  irritative  influence  on  totally  different 
kinds  of  tissue,  on  the  osteogenetic  substance,  on  the 
interstitial  tissue  of  the  liver  and  of  the  stomach ;  an  irritatife 
influence  which  has  not  a  degenerative,  but  cssentiallj  a 
formative  tendency." 

From  the  traditional  point  of  view,  the  natural  applica- 
tion of  this  power  of  Phosphorus  would  be  to  further 
bone-production  in  cases  where  it  was  defective,  as  in  osteo- 
malacia and  rachitis,  or  where  it  was  needed  in  tempoiaij 


PHOSPHORUS.  615 

excess,  as  in  fractures,  intra-periosteal  resections,  and  trans- 
plantations  of  this  membrane.  In  the  latter  field  Dr.  Wegner 
has  no  doubt  of  its  beneficial  operation ;  and  within  certain 
limits  the  process  is  a  physiological  one.  In  osteo-malacia 
4Uid  rachitis  he  can  report  no  decided  results ;  and  indeed 
in  both  the  condition  is  too  complex  for  help  to  be  expected 
from  simple  increase  in  osteogenetic  actiyitj.  He  makes  a 
Temark,  however,  regarding  the  latter  disease  which  is  very 
•soggestiye  to  us.  "  Under  the  simultaneous  influence/'  he 
tfays,  ''of  feeding  with  phosphorus,  and  of  the  deprivation 
<i  the  inorganic  substances,  especially  of  lime,  the  mode  of 
growth  of  bones  is  altered  so  as  exactly  to  correspond  to 
irhat  we  are  accustomed  to  call  rachitis."  He  then  describes 
^e  restilt  of  such  an  experiment,  ending — "  The  conditions 
vnder  which  this  artificial  rachitis  arises  are  a  not  unwelcome 
^confirmation  of  the  theory  which  an  exact  observation  of  the 
process  has  already  set  up,  viz.  that  rachitis  is  conditioned 
Ifj  two  factors ;  first,  an  insufficient  quantity  of  inorganic 
•aalts  in  the  blood,  either  from  insufficient  ingestion  of  the 
«ame,  or  from  their  excessive  elimination ;  secondly,  a 
>eonfltitutional  irritation  influencing  the  osteogenetic  tissue." 
For  us  of  course  the  inference  is  that  we  should  use 
Phosphorus  as  a  medicinal  agent  here ;  and  indeed  Phosphoric 
^add  already  holds  a  high  place  in  the  homoeopathic  thera* 
pontics  of  the  disease.  Other  applications  in  this  direction 
<i  the  osseous  influence  of  Phosphorus  are  obvious.  Kafka 
Imports  it  to  be  a  most  efficacious  medicine,  in  conjunction 
with  Natrum  muriaticum,  in  interstitial  disease  of  the 
Tertebrse  and  of  the  cancellous  structure  of  bones  in  general. 
I  was  myself  led  to  its  use  in  cases  where  the  irritation  of 
M  carious  tooth  was  causing  frequent  gum  boils  and  incipient 
disease  of  the  maxilla,  and  where  for  some  reason  or  other 
we  were  debarred  from  extraction  of  the  offending  member. 
Btere  I  have  foimd  it  most  efficacious.  Dr.  Bayes,  also,  praises 
it  highly  in  many  affections  of  the  teeth  and  gums.  I  may 
mention  that  gingivitis,  with  looseness  of  the  teeth,  has  been 
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observed,  not  only  in  acute  poisoning  by  Phosphorus,  where 
it  might  be  secondary  to  blood-changes,  but  from  itsmedidnal 

use. 

rV.  I  have  yet  to  speak  of  the  action  of  Phosphonis  in 
other  regions.  Let  us  consider,  first,  what  it  does  in  Uie 
alimentary  canal  and  in  the  respiratory  organs. 

1.  Phosphorus,  in  its  unaltered  state,  is  not  a  local  irritant 
It  does  not  set  up  gastro-enteritis  as  the  corrosive  poisons  do, 
imless  (as  I  have  said)  it  becomes  oxidized  in  the  stomachy 
and  hypophosphorous  acid  is  formed.  But,  however  it  is^ 
introduced  into  the  system,  it  is  liable  to  set  up  what  Yirchow 
calls  a  gastro-adenitis,  a  swelling  and  shedding  of  the 
epithelial  cells  of  the  piucous  membrane  like  that  we  bare 
seen  occasionally  induced  by  Arsenic,  and  like  that  whidi 
obtains  in  cholera.  The  same  process  goes  on  in  the  intestmes^ 
and  is  accompanied  there  by  diarrhcea,  as  in  the  stomach  bj 
vomiting.  This  is  its  acute  action.  But,  when  graduallj 
ingested  by  rabbits,  Wegner  finds  it  to  set  up  an  irritation  of 
the  interstitial  connective  tissue  of  the  stomach,  causing  a 
**  chronic  indurative  gastritis,  with  thickening,  analogous  to 
cirrhosis  of  the  liver."  From  one  or  other  of  these  processes 
may  occur  the  condition  described  by  Taylor : — "  chronic 
poisoning  by  the  drug  is  accompanied  by  cardialgia,  frequent 
vomiting,  sense  of  heat  in  the  stomach,  diarrhoea,  tenesmus,, 
pains  in  the  joints,  marasmus,  hectic  fever,  and  disease  of  the 
stomach,  under  which  the  patient  may  slowly  sink." 

These  facts  should,  I  think,  receive  more  homoBopathic 
application  than  has  yet  been  accorded  to  them.  Chronic 
degeneration  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  maj 
find  in  Phosphorus  a  potent  remedy  ;  the  case  recorded  by  Br. 
Bolle,*  and  supposed  to  be  of  gastric  cancer,  may  well  hate 
been  of  this  kind.  Phosphorus  has  a  fair  repute  in  (Jermanj 
in  chronic  dyspepsia  characterised  by  sour  risings,  heat  at  the 
epigastrium,  flatulence,  and  canine  hunger,  of  which  several 
instances  of  relief  by  it  are  given  by  Sorge.     Hahnemann 

*  Brit  Jaum,  of  Hom,t  xii,  173. 
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imself  mentions  chronic  diarrhoea,  with  soft  and  thin  stools, 
s  a  special  indication  for  it ;  it  is  of  most  service  when  this 
laladj  affects  nervous  subjects  and  delicate  children.  Mr. 
Voctor  found  it  very  useful  in  cholera,  to  check  the  drain  of 
•rownish  fluid  from  the  bowels  which  sometimes  continued 
fter  the  other  symptoms  had  subsided.*  But,  next  to  the 
tomach.  Phosphorus  seems  to  act  most  powerfully  upon  the 
ectom.  I  have  great  confidence  in  it  in  chronic  disease  of 
bis  part  of  the  bowel.  In  one  case  I  had  under  treatment  a 
ischarge  of  blood  and  pus,  with  tenesmus,  had  been  going  on 
or  eighteen  months  before  1  saw  the  patient.  Phosphorus 
0  effected  speedy  improvement,  and  in  less  than  two  months 
ntire  disappearance  of  her  symptoms ;  and  she  finished  by 
ftking  Saccharum  lactis  for  another  month  without  any  recur- 
ence  of  her  troubles.  In  another  patient,  the  symptoms  for 
rhich  he  consulted  me  were  those  of  incipient  stricture  of  the 
ectum,  the  fseces  having  already  become  flattened.  There 
ras  concomitant  mucous  discharge,  and  inquiry  ascertained 
hat  there  had  been  an  attack  of  acute  proctitis  about  nine 
nonths  previously.  Phosphorus  30  was  curative  here  also, 
11  difficulty  in  defsecation  and  abnormal  shape  of  fseces  soon 
lisappearing,  and  the  discharge  ceasing.  An  old- standing 
irethral  stricture  was  simultaneously  much  improved. 

2.  On  the  respiratory  organs  Phosphorus  acts  as  a  pure 
rritant.  I  would  not  lay  too  much  stress  on  the  bronchitis, 
tmphysema,  pneumonia,  and  pulmonary  phthisis  observed  in 
he  workmen  and  rabbits  exposed  to  its  fumes,  as  these  may 
)e  but  local  effects.  They  are  accompanied,  however,  with  the 
reakness,  emaciation,  and  hectic  which  characterise  the  gastro- 
ntestinal  effects  of  the  drug.  But  Magendie  and  others  have 
:oand  hepatization  of  the  lungs  in  animals  poisoned  by  it ; 
ind  the  provers  experienced  decided  symptoms  of  laryngo- 
ascheal  and  bronchial  irritation,  and  of  pulmonary  conges- 
tion. For  the  last  I  may  refer  you  to  Dr.  Holcombe's  tho- 
rough proving  on  himself.     Its  presence  was  evidenced  by 

•  BrU,  Journ,  of  Horn.,  xxv,  95. 
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great  heat  and  oppression  at  tlie  chest,  obliging  frequent  deep 
inspiration. 

Correspondingly,  Phosphorus  occupies  a  high  place  in  the 
homoeopathic  therapeutics  of  respiratory  affections,  as  you 
heard  lately  from  Dr.  Hale  in  this  place.  Pneumonia  was  the 
disease  in  which  it  won  its  spurs.  First  introduced  by  Dr. 
Fleischmann,  of  Vienna,  his  great  success  with  it  has  led  to 
its  general  use  throughout  the  homoeopathic  body.  Dr.  CL 
Muller  and  Dr.  Bilhr  have  given  indications  for  the  preference 
of  Phosphorus  to  Tartar  emetic  in  this  disease.  They  concur 
in  recommending  it  especially  when  pneumonia  threatens  to 
deviate  from  its  normal  course,  and  when  '*  nervous"  (t.  e. 
typhoid)  sjrmptoms  appear.  Dr^  Bahr  thinks  it  also  tk 
prime  remedy  in  oedema  pulmonum.  I  am  myself  disposed 
to  prefer  it  to  any  other  medicine  in  all  the  stages  of  pnen* 
monia  simplex  and  in  the  pneumonia  of  typhus.  Bryonia  is 
probably  superior  in  pleuro-pneumonia ;  and  in  broncho- 
pneimionia  Tartar  emetic  contends  with  it  for  precedence, 
though  in  this  malady  occurring  in  children  Phosphorus  hss 
always  given  me  the  utmost  satisfaction.  In  fact,  in  these 
subjects  bronchitis  is  so  apt  to  run  on  into  pneimionia  that  1 
always  employ  Phosphorus,  after  Aconite,  in  its  treatment,  in 
preference  to  any  other  bronchial  medicine. 

A  word  here  about  the  use  of  Phosphorus  in  pulmonaiy 
phthisis.  It  is  of  great  service  in  many  ways  in  this  disease. 
It  keeps  down  the  hypersemia  of  the  limgs,  quiets  the  coo^ 
and  often  moderates  the  diarrhoea.  It  may  thus  be  actualij 
curative  in  severe  scrofulous  pneumonia.  I  am  unable,  how- 
ever, to  credit  it  with  any  power  of  modifying  the  true  tuhff* 
cular  dyscrasia.  Neither  our  small  doses  of  the  pure  sub- 
stance, nor  Dr.  Churchill's  large  quantities  of  the  hypophos- 
phites,  show  any  real  power  of  checking  the  deposit  of  fresh 
tubercle. 

V.  In  nearly  all  the  cases  of  poisoning  by  Phosphorus 
which  have  been  recorded  during  the  last  twenty  years,  while 
symptoms  of  general  irritation  have  not  been  absent,  another 
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and  a  veiy  different  group  of  phenomena  arrests  our  atten- 
tion. The  patient  appears  to  be  suffering  from  what  used  to 
1)6  called  "  malignant  jaundice."  The  skin  and  conjimctiva 
assume  a  more  or  less  yellow  tint,  and  the  stools  are  light ; 
bat  with  this  there  is  a  general  typhoid  prostration  which  is 
absent  from  ordinary  jaundice.  Petechise  and  haemorrhages 
occur  in  various  parts  of  the  body.  The  urine  is  scanty,  high 
coloured,  and  loaded  with  albumen.  Cerebral  symptoms — 
delirium,  convulsions,  <&c.,  somewhat  like  those  of  ursemia — 
supervene,  and  the  patient  dies  in  a  few  days  in  a  state  of 
coma.  At  the  post-mortem  investigation  nothing  is  disco- 
vered in  the  brain  save  a  little  fulness.  But  the  blood  is  foxmd 
in  a  state  of  complete  fluidity,  non-coagulable,  and  with  very 
lew  corpuscles,  while  ecchymoses  and  sanguineous  effusions 
appear  everywhere.  The  liver,  which  during  life  had  been 
enlarged  and  tender,  presents  profound  alterations  of  struc. 
ture.  It  varies  in  size ;  but  fatty  degeneration  is  found  to 
have  taken  place  in  its  secreting  structure.  The  acini  are 
sometimes  found  filled  with  fat,  even  to  bursting  ;  but  more 
commonly  they  are  wholly  destroyed,  and  oil  and  fat-globules 
fill  their  place.  The  secreting  structure  of  the  kidneys  also 
is  found  to  be  undergoing  fatty  degeneration,  and  the  ducts 
are  sometimes  filled  with  exudation  matter.  When  the  ex- 
amination has  been  carried  farther,  this  fatty  degeneration  is 
found  to  have  involved  other  parts  of  the  body,  notably  the 
heart  and  the  muscles  generally.  Numerous  experiments  on 
ft-niiniilg  have  verified  these  observations,  and  have  put  it  be- 
yond doubt  that  these  remarkable  changes  of  tissue  are  really 
producible  by  Phosphorus  in  the  space  of  a  few  days,  or  even 
sooner. 

In  the  paper  by  Dr.  Madden  and  myself  in  the  British 
Jowmal,  which  I  have  already  mentioned,  you  wiU  find  a 
detailed  account  of  these  remarkable  phenomena.* 

*  To  the  references  there  given  the  following  are  a  few  more :  BriL 
Joum,  qf  Hom^  xxi,  460 ;  xxiii,  128,  280 ;  xxr.  620;  United  Statei  Med. 
tmd  Smrg,  Journal,  ix,  274. 
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What  is  their  raiionale  ?  I  would  answer,  in  the  first  place, 
that  the  fundamental  lesion  is  an  acute  fattj  degeneration, 
which  Phosphorus  has  the  power  of  causing  in  every  part  of 
the  body  susceptible  thereof.  In  the  second  place,  I  would 
refer  the  neurotic  and  hsematic  phenomena  to  the  suspension 
of  the  functions  of  the  liver  and  kidneys,  owing  to  the  ineta« 
morphosis  of  their  secreting  cells.  I  attach  most  importance 
to  the  affection  of  the  liver.  Although  the  cerebral  sym- 
ptoms resemble  those  of  ursemia  so  far  that  they  suggest  the 
retention  of  a  similarly  hurtful  excretion  in  the  blood,  thej 
could  hardly  be  mistaken  for  them.  Combined  with  the 
petechisB  and  heemorrhages,  they  present  a  morbid  condition 
only  present  elsewhere  in  what  Frerichs  calls  "  acholia,"  i.  e.  a 
suspension  of  the  functions  of  the  liver,  owing  to  a  destruction 
of  its  secreting  cells.  The  most  prominent  instance  of  this 
lesion  is  acute  atrophy  of  the  liver ;  but  it  also  occurs  occa- 
sionally in  the  course  of  cirrhosis,  obstructive  jaundice,  and 
other  chronic  hepatic  affections.  The  Sjrmptoms  are  those  of 
blood-poisoning,  to  which  the  nervous  phenomena  are  probably 
secondary.  I  do  not  want  to  wander  too  far  into  pathology; 
but  I  must  call  your  attention  to  the  very  interesting  specu- 
lations on  the  subject  of  Dr.  Austin  Flint,  of  New  York. 
His  theory  is  that  cholesteriue  is  the  excrementitious  material 
of  the  bile  as  urea  is  of  the  urine,  and  that  the  blood- 
poisoning  of  acholia  is  accordingly  a  cholestersemia.  But  I 
must  proceed  to  inquire  into  the  therapeutic  bearing  of  these 
curious  facts. 

1.  Phosphorus  unquestionably  deserves  the  fullest  trial  in 
every  case  of  malignant  jaundice.  In  the  great  majority  of 
these  cases  the  pathological  condition  is  acute  atrophy  of  the 
liver.  Now  all  observers,  including  Frerichs  himself,  are 
struck  with  the  resemblance  of  phosphoric  poisoning  to  Oaa 
disease.  I  was  myself  at  first  inclined  to  question  the  identity 
of  the  two,  seeing  that  in  acute  atrophy  the  fatty  change  of 
the  secreting  cells  is  by  no  means  a  prominent  feature.  But 
it  is  sufiiciently  marked  to  lead  three  pathologists  (Engel, 
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Tedl,  and  Bamberger)  to  explain  the  destruction  of  the  cells 
r  a  fatty  degeneration  arising  >from  an  acute  exudation  pro- 
!8s.  And  while  in  acute  phosphoric  poisoning  the  liver  is 
it  to  be  enlarged  (probably  from  hypenemia),  Lebert  and 
^J88  have  ascertained  that  in  slower  poisoning  animals  have 
eir  livers  veiy  much  diminished  in  size,  and  in  a  state 
bich  cannot  be  anatomically  distinguished  from  that  of  acute 
flow  atrophy.  A  case,  moreover,  has  recently  occurred  in 
London  hospital  which  was  diagnosed  during  life  as  acute 
rophy,  but  in  which,  after  death,  "  the  entire  disappearance 
the  true  hepatic  secreting  structure  and  its  conversion  into 
[j  and  fatty  matter  rendered  it  a  remarkable  case,  justifying 
e  term  acute  fatty  degeneration."  •  I  think,  therefore,  that 
i  may  with  confidence  combat  this  nearly  always  fatal 
sease  with  our  Phosphorus. 

2.  Dr.  Holcombe,  who  was  the  first  to  call  our  attention  to 
ese  pathogenetic  effects  of  Phosphorus,  suggested  its  use 
lere  jaundice  complicates  toxsemic  disorders,  and  notably  in 
Uow  fever.  More  recently  Dr.  Ozanam,  of  Paris,  seeing  a 
86  of  this  form  of  phosphoric  poisoning  in  which  to  the 
her  symptoms  black  vomit  was  added,  is  forcibly  struck  by 
e  resemblance  of  the  phenomena  to  those  of  the  typhus 
lerodes.  I  feel  a  difficulty  in  acceding  to  these  views, 
cause,  according  to  Frerichs,  there  is  not  in  yellow  fever  (or 
jaundice  accompanying  typhus  and  pysemia)  any  destruction 
the  hepatic  cells,  but  rather,  if  anything,  polycholia.  I  should 
efer  Crotalus  and  the  serpent  poisons  for  such  jaundice, 
lich  seems  to  me  of  different  origin. 

3.  In  Phosphorus  we  evidently  have  a  homoeopathic  remedy 
r  that  important  pathological  change  known  2b8  fatty  degene- 
HoUy  wherever  occurring.  I  need  hardly  enlarge  upon  the 
cture  thus  opened  to  us  of  the  applicability  of  our  medicine. 

is  most  obvious  when  this  morbid  process  attacks  the  liver 
the  heart.     Dr.  Bayes  speaks  from  experience  of  its  value 

*  See  Brit.  Joum,  of  Horn.,  xxiv,  166;  and  also  the  case  in  vol.  xxviii, 
409. 
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in  chronic  cases  of  tlie  former  malady ;  and  I  have  seen 
undoubted  evidence  of  its  power  of  arresting  the  progress  of 
the  disease  in  the  cardiac  substance.  Acute  fatty  degeneratdon 
of  the  heart  is  apt  to  occur  in  typhus ;  and  here  Phosphoms 
must  be  remembered.  I  would  also  remind  you  that  the 
same  process  is  thought  by  many  to  constitute  atheroma  of 
the  arteries  and  mollities  ossium ;  to  be  an  occasional  cause 
of  softening  of  the  brain  and  cord ;  and,  occurring  in  the 
bronchial  tubes,  to  predispose  to  emphysema. 

4.  Before  leaving  the  liver,  we  must  take  away  the  thought 
that  Phosphorus  has  a  very  specific  action  upon  it  as  an  organ, 
and  may  often  be  found  curative  in  its  diseases.  The  disorder 
we  have  seen  set  up  in  it  is  a  diffuse  inflammation — as  dis- 
tinguished from  the  circumscribed  hepatitis  of  tropical 
countries  which  hi  so  liable  to  go  on  to  abscess.  But 
Dr.  Wegner  finds  it  capable  of  causing,  when  graduaUj 
administered,  an  interstitial  hepatitis  also,  in  which  the  organ 
is  hard,  enlarged  at  first  but  subsequently  atrophied,  and 
then  often  presenting  the  typical  granular  form,  the  classical 
cirrhosis  of  the  liver.  With  all  this  there  is  chronic  icterus ; 
and  in  the  latter  event  there  occur  the  secondary  disturb- 
ances so  well  known  in  human  pathology — ascites  and  so 
forth. 

For  both  these  forms  of  hepatic  disease  Phosphorus  may 
prove  serviceable.  It  should  also  be  borne  in  mind  for  jaun- 
dice, not  only  when  complicating  such  graver  maladies,  but 
when  occurring  to  all  appearance  idiopathically.  It  has  been 
found  capable  of  setting  up  the  catarrhal  inflammation  of  the 
bile-ducts  which  is  so  frequently  the  cause  of  this  disorder. 
In  jaundice  from  nervous  excitement,  moreover,  it  maj  be 
the  best  medicine  to  give,  as  this  is  every  now  and  then  (eqje- 
cially  in  pregnant  women)  the  beginning  of  an  acute  atrophj 
of  the  liver. 

5.  We  have  yet  remaining  the  renal  and  hsematic  symptoms 
of  this  form  of  phosphoric  poisoning.  It  may  be  thought  that 
the  affection  of  the  kidneys  is  secondary  to  that  of  the  liver^ 
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as  in  two  of  Frerichs'  best-described  cases  of  acute  atrophy 
fatty  degeneration  was  discovered  in  their  glandular  cells.  I 
must  mention,  however,  that  there  is  one  case  on  record  in 
which  there  was  no  jaundice  or  cerebral  disturbance  during 
life,  although  the  liver  was  found  (post-mortem)  enlarged  and 
fatty.  In  this  case  the  urine  during  life  was  highly  coloured 
and  frothy,  its  specific  gravity  increased,  and  it  contained 
albumen  and  exudation  cells.  After  death,  the  cortical  sub- 
stance of  the  kidneys  was  granular;  the  Malpighian  cor- 
puscles resembled  red  points ;  and  on  a  microscopical  exami- 
nation the  uriniferous  tubuli  were  found  blocked  up  by  exu> 
dation  matter.  While  I  agree  with  Dr.  Hempel  that  this  is 
not  Bright's  disease,  it  is  nevertheless  a  very  decided  nephritis ; 
and  warrants  the  expectation  that  Phosphorus  may  find  a 
place  in  the  treatment  of  the  idiopathic  affection.  It  should 
also  obviously  be  given  in  primary  fatty  degeneration  of  the 
kidneys.  The  indication  for  it  here  is  strengthened  by  the  fact 
that  in  one  of  Dr.  G.  Johnson's  cases  this  affection  (which 
came  on  in  three  weeks'  time)  appeared  to  be  the  immediate 
lesult  of  sexual  excess. 

Yet  more  difficult  is  the  question  whether  the  dissolution 
of  the  blood  induced  by, Phosphorus  is  the  result  of  a  direct 
hsBmatic  influence,  or  is  secondary  to  the  affection  of  the  liver^ 
in  whose  idiopathic  form  it  is  a  constant  phenomenon.  The 
latter  seems,  from  physiological  evidence,  to  be  the  true  alterna- 
tive, as  I  can  find  no  record  of  one  set  of  symptoms  occurring 
without  the  other.  Nevertheless,  there  are  certain  thera- 
peutic results  which  point  in  the  other  direction.  I  would  not 
lay  too  much  stress  on  the  cure  of  purpura  reported  in  the 
American  Homceopathic  Beview^*  though  it  reads  well  enoughs 
But  the  symptom  in  Hahnemann's  pathogenesis,  "small 
wounds  bleed  freely,"  which  led  to  the  choice  of  Phosphorua 
in  this  case,  has  also  conducted  to  very  valuable  and  imexpected 
results  in  no  less  a  disease  than/itn^iM  Kcematodes, 

The  first  to  report  success  with  it  was  Dr.  Constantino 

•  VoL  V.  p.  666. 
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Hering,  his  patient  being  a  negro  in  Surinam.*  Then  the 
■editor  of  the  United  States  Medical  and  Surgical  Jaumaif  pub- 
lished a  case  under  the  title  "  What  was  it  ?  "  in  which  a  vascu- 
lar bleeding  fungus  on  the  thigh,  the  seat  of  darting  pain,  got 
rapidly  well  under  Phosphorus  30.  This  narrative  led  me  to 
•give  the  medicine  in  the  following  case,  which  has  already 
been  reported  in  the  British  Journal  of  Somceopaihy, 

Miss  W.,  ffit.  26,  consulted  me  on  May  23rd,  1870,  telling  the  foUowiDg 
story.  Five  years  ago  she  noticed  a  small  lump  in  the  right  hrcast  Sbe 
showed  it  to  a  phybician,  but  he  told  her  not  to  be  troubled  about  it 
She  thought  no  more  of  it  till  last  winter,  when  it  began  to  enlarge,  ind 
'to  be  the  seat  of  darting  pains.  Then  a  hole  formed  iu  the  skin,  throogb 
which  matter  discharged ;  and  last  a  flat  sore  formed  at  the  seat  of  the  lump. 

This  was  the  condition  of  things  when  she  came  to  me.  I  found  a  MR, 
not  much  depressed  and  not  unhealthy-looking,  near  the  nipple.  Tbe 
latter  was  not  retracted,  and  there  was  no  hardness  at  the  base  of  the 
sore.  The  health  was  good ;  and  the  only  trouble  complained  of  was  the 
soreness  and  occasional  pain  at  the  seat  of  ulceration.  I  prescribed  (I 
hardly  know  why)  Phosphorus  6,  a  drop  night  and  morning ;  and  Calendola 
Jotion  to  the  sore. 

Miss  W.  came  again  on  June  Srd,  and,  on  displaying  the  breast,  showed 
me  to  my  horror  a  large  bleeding  fungus,  which  bad  sprouted  from  the 
sore  during  the  ten  days  since  I  first  saw  her.  It  bled  freely  when  drened, 
and  was  the  seat  of  frequent  and  severe  darting  pain.  I  now  gave  s  drop 
•^of  the  30th  dilution  every  alternate  night,  and  ordered  the  growth  to  be 
<lres8ed  with  dry  lint,  and  to  be  kept  cool  j  pressure  also  was  to  be  mtde 
upon  it  by  means  of  a  bandage. 

June  10th. — The  fungus  has  not  increased  since  last  week  ;  and  there  is 
.  little  pain  now,  and  less  bleeding  than  before.     Continae. 

June  18th. — No  increase  in  size ;  the  pain  quite  gone,  and  the  bleeding 
only  occasional.     Continue. 

June  25th. — Bleeding  quite  ceased  ;  nnd  the  fungus,  which  was  dark 
red  at  first,  is  now  pale,  and  is  suppurating.     Continae. 

So  matters  stood  till  August  4th ;  when,  the  size  of  the  g^wth  reoaaiD- 
ing  unaltered,  I  thought  I  would  try  whether  Thuja  would  help,  aiid  pW" 
scribed  it  iu  the  30th  dilution.  On  August  9th  Miss  W.  came  agaifli 
saying  that  she  feared  the  growth  was  increasing.  It  was  certainly  looking 

•  See  Archiv,  Bd.  ix,  H.  3,  S.  153. 

t  See  JBrit.  Journ.  of  Horn.,  xxvi,  658. 
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luger,  and  I  fonnd  on  one  side  of  it  a  fresh  red  mass,  which  had  evidently 
■pning  from  the  root  of  the  fungus,  and  was  pushing  the  old  and  deadened 
portion  up  from  beneath.  There  had  nlso  been  an  outburst  of  bleedings 
As  may  be  supposed,  I  returned  to  the  Phosphorus  30,  giving  a  dose  every 
evening. 

Aug^t  Slst. — Miss  W.  has  been  taking  the  Phosphorus  until  now.  The 
progress  of  the  disease  has  again  been  checked ;  there  is  no  pain  or  bleed- 
ing ;  her  general  health  is  excellent ;  and  the  axillary  glands  are  unaffected. 

September  24th. — There  being  still  no  diminution  of  size,  I  now  once- 
more  resorted  to  Thuja  30,  this  time  taking  the  precaution  of  giving  the 
Phosphoms  with  it  on  alternate  days. 

On  October  19th  my  patient  exhibited  the  good  effects  of  this  proceed- 
ing. I  found  the  fungus  becoming  detached  at  its  root>  and  hanging 
only  by  the  slenderest  of  pedicles.  I  directed  her  to  continue  the  medi- 
dsei,  and  to  give  thegprowth  one  daily  twist  upon  itself  until  it  should' 
fall  off,  when  she  was  to  bring  it  to  me.  I  designed  to  send  it  to  some 
competent  microscopist,  that  the  question  of  its  malignancy  might  be  set 
at  rest. 

But  I  was  disappointed ;  though  my  patient  was  not.  On  November 
8Ui  she  returned  to  tell  me  that  about  a  week  after  her  last  twist  there 
had  been  a  gush  of  blood  from  the  breast,  after  which  the  fungus  had 
rapidly  withered  away,  and  in  a  few  days  had  disappeared.  There  was 
now  nothing  to  be  seen  at  its  site  but  a  ^roall  cicatrised  sore. 

I  continued  the  medicines  for  a  short  time  longer,  and  then  left  them 
off.  I  have  seen  or  heard  from  her  several  times  since;  and  there  has 
been  no  recurrence  of  the  trouble. 

That  this  growth  was  a  "  fungus  hsematodes  "  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  or  there  is  nothing  in  the  etymology  of  the  phrase. 
But  whether  fungus  hsematodes  is  always  soft  cancer  is  another 
question  ;  though,  if  it  be  not,  I  know  not  what  it  is.    I  had 
hoped  to  have  had  an  undoubted  instance  of  that  disease  ta 
report,  as  cured  by  Phosphorus.    The  growth  sprang  from  the 
eamncula  lachrymalis,  and  had  completely  covered  and  closed 
the  eye.    It  was  not  very  painful,  but  bled  profusely.    Under 
I^osphorus  30,  a  dose  every  other  day,  it  diminished  to  less 
than  half  its  size,  and  made  vision  again  possible  on  that  side. 
But  the  patient,  a  woman  over  sixty,  showed  coincident  sym- 
ptoms of  break-up  of  constitution^  and  finally  died  hemiplegic 
%iid  dropsical.    I  would  not  therefore  lay  too  much  strosa 


iifUT  I'xtensivo  suppuration.  There  areseTeral 
illustriitiugtliis  jKiwer  of  the  medicine.  Bryoni 
t'^eeptional  action  on  the  mammte.  Has  h 
wonder,  anything  to  do  with  it,  both  being  e 
chest  medicines  ? 

Phosphorus  is  bo  unique  a  drug  that  1  canno 
genuine  analogue  to  it. 

As  for  dose : — in  the  acute  affections  of  1 
organs  for  which  Phosphorus  is  so  frequently  i 
the  Bscond  and  third  dilutJons  answer  every 
first  has  been  most  used  in  paratysis,  and  I  she 
posed  to  go  higher  in  malignant  jaundice.  Th 
cies  have  acted  well  in  sexual  irritabilily,  a 
affections  of  the  respiratory  organs,  alintenti 
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PHYSOSTIGMAj   PHYTOLACCA,   PLATINA,   PLUMBUM. 

My  first  medicine  to-day  is  a  substance  just  emerging  out 
of  physiological  into  therapeutical  interest,  the  ordeal  bean  of 
Old  Calabar,  the  seed  of  the  plant  called 

Physostigma  venenosum. 

It  is  not  yet  officinal ;  but  triturations  of  the  whole  bean  seem 
the  most  suitable  and  active  preparation. 

A  large  collection  of  provings  of  Physostigma  was  presented 
to  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy  in  1874  by  Dr. 
7*  F.  Allen,  and  published  in  its  Transactions  for  that  year, 
^^des  all  recorded  experiments  on  the  human  subject  made 
^  the  old  school,  it  contains  provings  from  homoeopathic 
•ouroes  of  a  very  extensive  character.  Forty-four  persons  took 
f^  in  them,  using  the  triturations  from  the  first  to  the 
^rtieth.  The  full  record  of  their  trials  is  given  by  Dr.  Allen ; 
^d  he  prefixes  to  his  collection  a  very  useful  catalogue  of  the 
^bibliography  of  the  drug.  The  experiments  which  have  been 
**ade  with  it  on  animals — chiefly  by  Dr.  Eraser  of  Edinburgh 
"^re  fully  summed  up  by  Wood  and  Binger. 

The  Calabar  bean  has  long  been  used — as  its  name  imports 
^for  purposes  of  justice  in  the  African  kingdom  in  which  it 
^  indigenous.  Interest  being  excited  in  its  properties  by  the 
^rts  of  missionaries,  they  were  investigated  by  Professor 
Ixristison,  and  subsequently,  more  fully,  by  Dr.  Eraser. 
Uice  their  results  were  published  (185f5-1863)  Physostigma 


62S  PHYSOSTIGMA   VENKNOSUlf. 

and  its  active  principle — ^pbjsostigmia  or  eseria — ^have  been 
tested  on  animals  on  a  large  scale,  and  on  the  eye  in  the 
human  subject.  Little  clinical  application  has  jet  been  made 
of  the  results ;  but  now  that  we  have  the  more  minute  homceo- 
pathic  provings  to  fill  in  the  outline,  we  shall  be  inexcusable 
if  we  do  not  make  that  little  expand  into  a  great  deal.  *  There 
are  certainly  few  drugs  whose  physiological  action  is  sa 
thoroughly  known. 

The  normal  poisonous  action  of  the  Calabar  bean  is  to  cause 
speedy  general  paralysis,  and  death  from  failure  of  respiration 
— consciousness  being  imaffected  to  the  last.  The  seat  of  the 
paralysis  is  the  spinal  cord  itself,  the  vital  properties  of  the 
nerve-trunks  and  muscles  being  found  intact.  Beflex  action 
is  abolished,  and  also  sensibility  so  far  as  pain  is  concerned; 
but  tactile  impressions  are  perceived,  and  the  muscular  sense 
is  perfect.  The  muscles  themselves  are  the  seat  of  tremors 
and  fibrillary  contractions  of  a  very  persistent  character,  which 
seem  due  to  a  direct  action  of  the  drug  upon  them.  In  those 
of  the  involimtary  class  this  irritation  goes  on  to  active  move- 
ments, so  that  the  stomach,  bowels,  and  bladder  expel  their 
contents  with  frequency, — the  intestines  being  often  twisted 
up  in  knots.  All  the  secretions — sweat,  tears,  saliva,  faeces, 
urine — are  somewhat  increased. 

Two  of  the  special  actions  of  Physostigma  are  of  peculiar 
interest, — those  which  it  exerts  upon  the  heart  and  the 
eye  respectively. 

1.  In  moderate  doses  the  bean  simply  retards  the  heart's 
action,  not  regularly,  but  by  prolonging  the  diastole,  in  which 
— when  poisoning  is  induced — the  organ  stops.  The  retarda- 
tion seems  due  to  an  exaltation  of  the  inhibitory  power  of  the 
terminal  extremities  (not  of  the  central  origin)  of  the  vagi. 
It  is  accompanied  by  heightened  arterial  tension,  and  the 
power  of  the  heart  is  not  diminished.  But  a  larger  dose 
perceptibly  weakens  the  cardiac  impulse,  and  a  very  large  one 
may  paralyse  it  at  once,  leaving  it  after  death  flaccid,  dis- 
tended, and  barely  responsive  to  the  strongest  direct  stinin- 


■•»; 
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ation.     General  coldness  and  pallor  are  always  noticed  in 
K>isoning  by  the  bean. 

2.  Physostigma  is  almost  the  only  drug  besides  Opium 
rhich  contracts  the  pupil.  It  does  this  whether  locally  or 
itemally  exhibited.  The  careful  investigations  of  Ton 
^rafe  and  Bobertson  have  shown  that  the  ciliary  muscle  is 
ontracted  as  well  as  —  and  even  before  —  the  iris,  so  that 
ccommodation  is  impaired,  and  myopia  induced.  There  is 
3t  up  in  the  eye  a  condition  precisely  opposite  to  that  caused 
y  Atropia,  which  produces  dilatation  of  the  pupil,  paralysis 
I  accommodation,  and  presbyopia.  The  rationale  of  the  action 
;  found  by  some  in  sympathetic  paralysis;  by  others  in 
ccitation  of  the  third  nerve.  I  am  unable  to  assent  to 
ther  hypothesis ;  for  I  find  none  of  the  evidences  of  depressed 
rmpathetic  energy,  as  we  have  seen  them  from  the  influence 
:  Opium,  nor  can  I  think  that  a  drug  which  causes  general 
uralysis  can  stimulate  one  of  the  nerves  of  the  cranio-spinal 
as,  I  should  rather  ascribe  the  condition  to  the  direct  action 
'  the  drug  on  the  muscular  substance  of  the  iris,  answering 

that  which  we  have  seen  it  exerting  upon  other  muscles, 
on  Grofe  says  that  on  carefully  watching  the  progress  of  the 
yosis,  the  iris  is  seen  to  contract  convulsively  with  little  jerks 

twitches,  which  are  so  small  and  rapid  that  they  easily 
cape  observation.  These  seem  analogous  to  the  tremors  of 
e  Yoluntaiy  muscles  and  the  peristaltic  agitation  of  the 
testines.  The  action  on  accommodation  (which  consists  in 
»proximation  of  both  the  far  and  the  near  point  of  vision) 
ogresses  by  the  same  spasms  or  jerks ;  and  oscillation  of 
e  eyeballs  has  been  observed. 

A  word  as  to  the  senaoHona  which  accompany  these  phe- 
meiia.  In  poisoning,  they  are  those  of  extreme  giddiness 
d  &intne8s  and  utter  powerlessness,  with  sluggish  articu- 
ioQ.    When  more  moderate  doses  are  taken,  severe  pressure 

the  epigastrium,  immediately  below  the  sternum,  is  com- 
lined  of ;  it  is  accompanied  with  eructations.  It  is  corn- 
red  to  that  which  results  from  bolting  large  morsels,  or 

41 
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swallowing  indigestible  food.  The  provera  were  mostlj  orer- 
powered  with  drowsiness,  and  indisposed  for  mental  work. 
Many  had  a  severe  frontal  headache,  with  a  feeling  of  Uimm 
in  the  muscles  of  the  forehead.  Though  contraction  of  the 
pupils  is  caused  bj  the  internal  use  of  the  drug  in  soffideot 
quantity,  no  sensations  of  any  moment  are  perceiyed  in  the 
eyes.  But  when  it  is  locally  applied,  the  myopia  of  which  I 
have  spoken  occurs.  Even  near  objects  are  not  seen  distinctly; 
and  Mr.  Bowman  found  when  experimenting  on  himself  that 
astigmatism  was  produced.  Using  the  eyes  for  binocular 
vision  (as  in  reading)  causes  pain,  blurring,  and  sense  of 
straining.  Nervous  achings  may  occur  in  the  eyeball  affected, 
extending  along  the  supra-orbital  nerves  and  over  half  the 
head ;  and  towards  the  end  of  the  myotic  action  theie  i» 
experienced,  even  without  provocation,  a  painful  tensum, 
partly  in  the  equator  of  the  ball,  and  partly  in  the  ciliarj 
region. 

There  are  of  course  two  possible  applications  of  these  &cta 
-—one  on  the  principle  contraria  contrariiSf  the  other  on  that 
of  similia  similibtu.  Upon  the  former  Physostigma  has  been 
used  in  strychnia  poisoning  and  in  tetanus,  and  with  occa- 
sional success.  But  such  large  doses  are  required  to  indace 
its  physiological  effects  upon  the  cord  that  the  heart  often 
becomes  dangerously  affected,  and  even  peril  from  paralytic 
asphyxia  occurs.  These  inconveniences  are  well  seen  in  a  case 
reported  in  much  detail  in  the  thirteenth  volume  of  the 
PractUioner  (p.  338)  ;  and  they  were  foimd  by  Dr.  Hughes 
Bennett's  Committee  to  render  the  bean  useless  as  a  standing 
antidote  to  strychnia.  The  excitant  action  of  the  drag  oft 
unstriped  muscular  fibre  has  led  to  its  use  in  atony  of  the 
digestive  and  respiratory  tubes  (in  one  case  causing  "  phantom 
tumour  '*)  ;  and  its  power  over  the  eye  has  been  utilized  for 
the  counteraction  of  the  effects  of  atropia,  and  for  the  relief 
of  mydriasis  and  weakened  accommodation  when  otherwise 
arising.  Its  homoeopathic  application  has  been  indicated  hf 
Dr.  Binger,  who  has  given  it  with  much  benefit  in  g^ieral 
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kraljsis  of  the  insane  and  progressive  muscular  atrophy.  He 
Iministers  the  thirtieth  of  a  grain  of  the  extract,  a  whole 
rain  being  the  ordinary  dose.  Dr.  Woodyatt,  of  Chicago, 
IS  recently  put  the  drug  to  a  very  important  use,  viz.  for 
quired  myopia  resulting  from  ciliary  spasm,  which  he  thinks 
frequent  and  important  factor  in  the  affection.  From 
bysoBtigma,  given  in  the  third  decimal  dilution  four  times  a 
iy,  he  has  obtained ''  results  favourable  beyond  expectation."  * 
r.  Woodyatt  is  a  competent  oculist,  and  his  statements  come 
» ns  with  every  recommendation. 

I  have  little  doubt  but  that  the  study  of  the  provings  of  the 
ilabar  bean  will  lead  to  further  applications  of  it  as  time 
)e8  on.  It  compares  well  with  OeUeminwm,  and  perhaps  with 
a/ryta  aeetiea,  Muscaria,  moreover,  and  the  newly-discovered 
tborandi  have  many  analogies  with  it  in  their  action  on  the 
ipil  and  on  secretion ;  and,  like  Physostigma,  are  somewhat 
itidotal  to  Atropia. 

We  will  speak  next  of  the  poke, 

Phjrtolacca. 

The  P.  decandra  of  America  is  the  variety  commonly  used, 
it  the  P.  octandra  of  Australia  seems  to  have  the  same 
stion.f  The  tincture  is  commonly  prepared  from  the  green 
K>t ;  but,  as  there  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  berries 
^  medicinally,  especially  in  rheumatism,  it  might  be  better  to 
nploy  the  whole  plant. 

The  original  proving  of  Phytolacca  appeared  in  the  second 
>Iiime  of  the  Transactions  of  the  American  Institute  of 
[omcBopathy.  It  is  collated  with  other  provings — making 
xteen  in  all — and  several  poisonings  and  experiments  on 
Bimab,  in  an  'arrangement  of  the  drug  which  appears  in 
hr.  Hering's  Materia  Medica.  The  article  on  the  drug  in 
Nr.  Hale's  Neiv  Bemedies  is  also  full  of  information 
sgaiding  it. 

*  JTmited  States  Medical  InveeiigatoTt  ii.  875. 

t  See  Dr.  Sherwin's  remarks  in  Monthlff  Horn,  Review,  \x,  279. 
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The  interest  of  Phytolacca  resides  in  three  aspects  of  its 
operation :.  its  action  on  the  throat,  its  power  over  certam 
manifestations  of  syphilis  and  rheumatism,  and  its  mfluenoe 
upon  the  mammary  glands. 

I.  Phytolacca  is  undoubtedly  a  specific  irritant  of  the 
throat.  All  the  provers  suffered  more  or  leas  at  thispuri 
The  fauces  appeared  much,  soQietimes  darkly,  reddened,  and 
the  tonsils  swollen :  one  proyer  had  thick  white  and  yelkw 
mucus  about  the  &uces.  But  it  was  a  startling  inference  from 
such  premisses  that  Phytolacca  would  proye  a  yaluable  remedj 
in  diphtheria,  Neyertheless,  this  inference  Dr.  Burt,  one  of 
its  proyers,  did  make ;  and  his  success  and  that  of  the  many 
American  practitioners  who  haye  imitated  his  practice  seems 
to  haye  justified  him  in  so  doing.  Dr.  Bayes  has  since  intro- 
duced Phytolacca  into  English  practice  as  the  principal  remedy 
for  diphtheria;  and  again  most  gratifying  results  were 
obtained  both  by  himself  and  by  many  of  his  colleagues.* 
The  only  dissonant  note  was  struck  by  myself :  f  and  I  fear  I 
must  here  prolong  it. 

That  Phytolacca  was  curatiye  in  the  cases  recorded  I  do 
not  question  for  a  moment.  But  on  going  carefully  throngli 
them  I  must  say  that  I  do  not  recognise  in  them  the  sym- 
ptoms I  haye  learned  to  dread  in  diphtheria.  Some,  indeed, 
were  instances  of  simple  inflammatory  ulceration  of  the 
tonsils ;  for  when  the  so-called  false  membrane  came  away,  it 
left  '^  large  holes  "  behind  it,  which  the  diphtheritic  pellicle 
never  does.  The  great  majority,  however,  were  undoubtedly 
diphtheritic  in  nature.  But  they  seem  to  bear  to  the  really 
dangerous  form  of  the  disease  much  the  same  relation  as  scar- 
latina anginosa  to  scarlatina  maligna.  In  no  case 'among 
those  recorded  in  America  or  in  England  is  foetor  of  the  breath 
mentioned,  save  in  two  out  of  my  own  three ;  and  both  these 
died.  In  nearly  all  there  was  high  fever,  with  pains  in  the 
head,  back,  and  limbs — symptoms  which  are  never  present) 
according  to  my  experience,  in  bad  cases  of  diphtheria.  I 
•  See  MoiUhkf  Horn.  Seview,  vols,  ix  and  z.         f  Rid.,  x,  1G9. 
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apprehend,  indeed,  that  it  is  the  occurrence  of  these  very 
symptoms  which  constitutes  the  special  indication  for  Phyto- 
lacca. In  a  paper  entitled  *An  Account  of  fifty  cases  of 
IHphtheria'  which  I  read  before  the  British  Homodopathic 
Society  in  1870,*  I  have  related  how  this  form  of  the  malady 
first  came  before  me  in  1865,  and  how  then  and  subsequently 
Phytolacca  unmistakeably  proved  its  specific  remedy.  Equally 
good  results,  I  may  mention,  followed  its  use  after  Belladonna 
had  failed  in  a  case  where,  with  these  constitutional  sym- 
ptoms, the  "  large  holes  in  the  tonsils  "  followed  the  disap- 
pearance of  the  white  patches.  But  then  you  will  read  how, 
becoming  hopeful  about  the  new  remedy,  I  gave  it  assiduously 
in  a  case  of  what  my  friend  Dr.  Hilbers  graphically  calls 
'<  stinking  diphtheria."  The  throat  certainly  cleared  under 
its  use ;  but  the  morbid  process  went  on  in  the  nose,  invaded 
the  larynx,  and  death  from  exhaustion  closed  the  scene. 

^  have  thus  been  led  to  conclude  that  Phytolacca  is  specific 
in  diphtheria  where  high  fever,  with  aching  in  head,  back, 
and  limbs,  is  present ;  but  is  incompetent  to  cope  with  the 
malignant  form  of  the  disease.  Nevertheless,  the  other  variety 
is  genuine  diphtheria,  for  it  is  quite  capable  of  leaving 
paralytic  symptoms  behind  it ;  so  that  Phytolacca  is  a  real 
anti-diphtheritic.  If  Dr.  Burt's  urinary  symptoms  are  con- 
firmed, moreover,  they  go  to  show  its  essential  homoeopathicity 
to  the  disease ;  for  to  the  inflamed  and  patchy  throat  they 
add  albuminuria.  I  am  glad  to  find  that  Dr.  Hale,  in  his 
fourth  edition,  while  insisting  strongly  on  this  last  point, 
agrees  nevertheless  with  me  as  to  the  form  of  the  malady  to 
which  the  use  of  Phytolacca  should  be  restricted.  He  states 
that  in  America  it  often  occurs  epidemically.  '  Dr.  Bayes  now 
seems  to  think  that  the  medicine  acts  as  '^  a  specific  stimulant  to 
those  organs  and  tissues  which  are  primarily  depressed  by  the 
diphtheritic  deposit — the  throat,  the  heart,  and  the  stomach.*' 
He  lays  much  stress  on  its  application  by  wash  or  gargle 
simultaneously  with  its  internal  administration. 

•  Brit.  Jaum.  of  Horn.,  xxTiii,  731. 
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IL  Some  of  the  facts  mentioned  in  Dr.  Hale's  first  account 
of  Phytolacca  indicated  that  it  was  a  periosteal  medicine,  Uke 
Mezereum.  A  recent  case  of  overdosing  with  it,  whidi  is 
giyen  at  length  in  the '  Symptomatology '  of  his  fourth  editicO) 
shows  its  power  of  causing  periostitis  of  the  forehead  and 
&oey  together  ¥dth  blotches,  sore  and  painful,  of  the  whole 
surface  of  the  body,  afterwards  invading  the  mouth  and  the 
throat.  The  suggestion  of  secondary  syphilis  is  here  uiunu- 
takeable ;  and  we  hear  from  time  to  time  of  its  curing  rapa, 
ulcers  of  the  feet,  and  other  manifestations  of  this  diathwM, 
but  more  especially  that  periosteal  affection  which  is  oiled 
syphilitic  rheumatism.  Extending  its  action  in  another  diiw- 
tion,  it  has  been  found  to  act  well  in  true  rheumatism  affecting 
the  other  fibrous  tissues,  as  the  sheaths  of  nerves  and  the 
jbwciiB ;  herein  resembling  £hus.  The  tincture  prepared  from 
the  berries  seems  especially  serviceable  here. 

m.  To  the  influence  of  Phytolacca  on  the  mammary  gloMdi 
attention  was  first  called  by  Dr.  Hale  himself  in  the  twenty- 
first  volume  of  the  British  Journal  of  HomcMpaihy.  The  artide 
is  reproduced  in  his  New  Remedies,  It  appears  from  this  thai 
the  poke  root  is  in  constant  use  in  the  dairies  to  remove 
**  caking,"  t.  e.  inflammatory  engorgement  of  the  udders.  Dr* 
Hale  has  used  it  successfully  for  this  purpose  in  the  human 
female,  and  finds  it  useful  even  after  suppuration  has  com- 
menced, and  when  sinuses  have  formed.  I  have  myself  nerer 
wanted  any  noedicine  but  Bryonia  in  threatened  milk  absceBS; 
but  should  the  mischief  outrun  the  abortive  power  of  that 
medicine  should  certainly  try  Phytolacca.  I  have  recentlj 
had  a  chronic  case  of  mastitis  in  which  it  proved  most  bene- 
fidaL  Dr.  Hale  commends  this  medicine  also  in  irritaUe 
mammary  tumours,  and  where  the  breasts  are  morbid^ 
sensitive  at  the  menstrual  period  or  during  suckling. 

I  once  had  a  case  where  the  administration  of  Phytolacca 
obviated  any  injury  which  might  have  resulted  from  a  neces- 
sarily obscure  diagnosis.  In  a  baby  of  a  few  months  old,  a 
succession  of  restless  nights  occurred  simultaneously  with  the 
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opment  of  a  hard  tender  swelling  about  midway  between 
ipple  and  the  sternum,  but  nearer  the  latter  than  the 
T.  Whether  the  inflammation  was  affecting  some  of  the 
nts  of  the  undeveloped  mammary  gland,  or  whether  it 
.  the  periosteum  of  a  rib,  seemed  doubtful.  In  any  case, 
rer,  Phytolacca  was  indicated.  I  gave  it  in  the  sixth 
on,  and  the  malady  rapidly  disappeared. 
»e,  I  say,  are  the  main  spheres  of  the  medicinal  action 
ytolacca.  But  the  breast  is  not  the  only  gland  it  affects ; 

diphtheria  the  only  form  of  throat  disease  over  which  it 
I  control.  Several  cases  are  on  record  proving  its  power 
perse  enlarged  lymphatic  and  salivary  glands ;  and  the 
ing  case,  reported  by  Dr.  Allen,  of  New  York,  will  show 
it  can  do  in  one  form  of  chronic  angina  faucium. 
he  patient,  a  man  aged  45,  had  had  chronic  follicular 
ngitis  for  several  years.      No  remedies  had  done  him 

good. 

fmjptoms, — Physical :  membrane  lining  fauces  and 
nx,  as  well  as  the  velum  pendulum  and  the  uvula,  pale, 
,  and  flabby.  Uvula  large,  almost  translucent.  Bational : 
ssing  sense  of  enlargement  of  the  calibre  of  the  pharynx 
esophagus  from  the  choansB  to  the  epigastrium.  This 
x>m  much  aggravated  by  exposure  to  damp  winds.  It 
begins  at  the  choanse,  and  in  twelve  hours  extends  to 
>igastrium.  On  reaching  this  point  it  provokes  a  cough, 
jrsmal,  extremely  distressing,  and  accompanied  with  very 
96  and  exhausting  expectoration  of  thick,  starch-like 
s.  The  whole  chest  then  feels  like  a  big,  empty  cask, 
its  calibre  were  enlarged  tenfold.  Great  constitutional 
ty  along  with  these  attacks,  so  that  the  patient,  who  is 
irily  intolerant  of  stimulants,  can  take  whiskey  to  any 
b,  and  with  great  temporary  relief. 
Phytolacca  decandra  6,  a  dose  every  other  night  for  a 
fci,  cured  this  condition." 

3  analogues  of  Phytolacca  are  Mezereum,  Quaiacum^  Kali 
}dieum  and  hichromicumy  Mercurivs^  and  Shus, 
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Its  cumtive  virtues  have   hitherto  been  obtained  almost 
entirely  from  the  mother  tincture. 

I  have  next  to  make  some  observations  on 

Platina. 

Our  preparation  is  made  by  triturating  the  precipitated 
metal.    It  would  more  correctly  be  called  Platinum. 

There  is  a  pathogenesis  of  Platina  in  the  second  edition  of 
the  Chronic  DUeasea,  It  contains  527  symptoms,  most  of 
which  are  supplied  by  Gross.  An  admirable  study  of  this 
pathogenesis,  and  of  the  clinical  uses  of  the  metal,  by  Dr. 
Yeith  Meyer,  is  translated  in  the  second  volume  of  tbe 
Philadelphia  Journal  of  Jlomoeopathy.  Upon  this  stadj 
mainly  my  remarks  will  be  based,  though  you  will  understand 
that  I  do  not  vouch  for  the  soundness  of  the  pathogenetic 
material  he  has  used. 

The  chief  action  of  Platina  appears  to  be  upon  the  nerroo^ 
centres — the  symptoms  being  generally  characterised  by  de- 
pression. There  is  a  strong  tendency  to  paralysis  and 
ansBsthesia ;  and  in  the  emotional  sphere  there  is  anxiely  and 
apprehension,  even  to  the  fear  of  death.  With  this— 
perhaps  through  an  action  upon  the  abdominal  and  pelvic 
plexuses — there  is  torpor  of  the  intestinal  canal,  shown  in 
flatulence  and  constipation  ;  and  also  premature  menstruation. 
As  is  usually  the  case,  many  spasmodic  and  neuralgic  plie« 
nomena  are  mixed  up  with  those  of  paralysis  and  ansBsthesia. 

In  accordance  with  these  pathogenetic  indications,  Platina 
has  hitherto  been  used  mainly  for  hysteria  and  melancholia 
in  females,  connected  with  deranged  uterine  health.  It  has 
cured  even  religious  melancholy  in  these  subjects ;  and 
altogether  may  be  said  to  be  to  women  what  Aurum  is  to 
men.  In  corroboration  of  this  remark,  it  may  be  observed 
that  Platina  holds  the  same  place  in  the  treatment  of  chronic 
ovarian  disease  as  Aurum  in  the  corresponding  affections  of 
the  testicle.  Hering  recommends  it  for  induration  of  the 
ovaries  (Hahnemann  had  already  mentioned,  a.  nimilar  con- 
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dition  in  the  uterus  as  indicating  it)  ;  and  Mr.  Harmar  Smith 
has  published  a  case  of  chronic  ovarian  irritation  with 
sterility  in  which  it  was  curative.*  The  distinguishing 
feature  between  Platina  and  Pulsatilla  in  these  cases  is  that 
with  the  former  there  is  menorrhagia,  with  the  latter  the 
reverse.  Menorrhagia  itself  is  often  helped  by  Platina,. 
especially,  Dr.  Guernsey  says,  when  a  black  and  thick  con- 
dition of  the  menstrual  flow  is  present.  Sexual  excitement 
IB  apt  to  accompany  such  phenomena ;  and  Platina  is  much 
esteemed  for  this,  even  when  it  reaches  to  nymphomania* 
It  is  also  useful  in  such  a  condition  in  the  opposite  sex, 
while  below  puberty ;  I  mean  to  subdue  the  morbid  excite* 
ment  which  keeps  up  the  habit  of  masturbation  in  young 
boys  who  have  been  inducted  into  it.  For  this  purpose  Dr. 
von  Orauvogl  commends  it  highly.  Dr.  Meyer  thinks  much 
of  it  in  the  treatment  of  hysteria,  when  the  patients  are 
depressed ;  herein  contrasting  with  Ignatia,  where  they  are- 
keenly  impressionable  and  capricious. 

Platina  has  also  some  points  of  usefulness  which  remind  us- 
of  those  of  Plumbum,  to  whose  effects  it  has  been  suggested  as 
an  antidote.  It  is  useful  in  some  superficial  neuralgia,, 
accompanied  with  torpor  and  numbness.  Hahnemam^ 
mentions  "  constipation  while  travelling  "  as  indicating  it ;  and 
in  this  trouble  when  occurring  in  women  whose  uterine  health 
if  imperfect,  it  is  often  helpful.  Dr.  Guernsey  describes  its 
ftools  as  putty -like,  so  hindering  their  own  expulsion. 

The  chloride  of  platinum  has  been  used  successfully  in  the 
dd  9chool  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  syphilis  and  of  condy- 
lomata, acting  very  much  like  the  chloride  of  gold.  Hofer, 
who  has  introduced  it  here,  found  six  grains  to  produce  in 
liimself  a  violent  headache,  chiefly  occipital.  A  very  severe 
md  obstinate  syphilitic  headache  in  a  woman,  which  iodide  of 
potassium  alone  seemed  unable  to  cure,  went  on  rapidly  to 
Recovery  when  I  gave  the  chloride  of  platinum  (five  drops  of 
the  third  decimal  dilution  twice  daily)    as    an  alternating^ 

•  Brii,  Joum,  of  Horn,,  xxv,  167. 
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remedy.  I  was  led  to  its  selection  by  the  profound  dejnresskm 
which  was  present.  As  to  condylomata^  Teste  long  ago 
classed  Platina  with  Thuja  as  an  anti-sycotic. 

The  analogues  of  Platina  are  the  Aurumf  Pvi$(jdiOay 
IgnatiOf  and  Plumbum  I  have  already  named.  Tou  will  find 
their  points  of  resemblance  and  difference  well  pointed  oat 
^together  with  those  also  of  Asafoetida  and  Grocus)  in  Dr. 
Meyer's  article. 

Platina  has  generally  been  used  in  the  higher  potencies, 
irom  the  sixth  to  the  thirtieth ;  but  Dr.  Meyer  professM 
himself  quite  satisfied  with  the  second  and  third  triturations, 
in  which  I  agree  with  him. 

I  come  now  to  the  important  metal  lead,  to 

Plumbum. 

Either  the  precipitated  metal  itself,  the  carbonate,  or  tlie 
^.cetate  may  be  used  to  obtain  the  specific  action  of  lead.  Tbej 
are  all  triturated  for  homoeopathic  use. 

A  pathogenesis  of  Plumbum  was  published  by  Hartianb 
and  Trinks  in  the  first  volume  of  their  ArzneimitUUekfe»  It 
contains  1024  symptoms,  of  which  565  are  cited  from  authors; 
the  remainder  being  the  result,  as  it  is  stated,  of  "  a  carefol 
proving  on  the  healthy  by  means  of  moderate  doses  of  the 
acetate."  In  this  five  persons  took  part.  One  of  the  best 
pathogeneses  of  the  drug,  however,  is  the  well-known  acoonat 
given  by  Tanquerel  des  Planches  of  the  phenomena  oceoiring 
in  workers  with  the  metal.*  A  schema  of  the  symptoms  lie 
-enumerates  is  given  by  Dr.  Black,  in  the  appendix  to  the  M 
volume  of  the  British  Journal  of  Hom^opaihy. 

With  regard  to  these,  I  need  only  remind  you  that  tbe 
earliest  symptoms  of  saturnine  poisoning  are  the  well-knowD 
*^  lead  colic'* — severe  spasmodic  pains  in  the  abdomen,  firooi 
contraction  of  the  colon,  with  obstinate  constipation,— and 
^'  dropped  hand,"  from  paralysis  of  the  extenjwr  muscke  of 
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the  forearm,  accompanied  (if  not  caused)  by  wasting  of  their 
sabstance.  More  profound  poisoning  of  the  system  induces  a 
land  of  degeneration  of  all  the  tissues.  The  nervous  centres 
are  found  indurated  or  softened ;  and  headache,  amaurosis, 
neuralgia,  palsy,  anaesthesia,  epilepsy  occur  during  life.  The 
muacular  tissue  throughout  the  body  is  wasted  and  con- 
tracted. The  kidneys  are  small  and  granular.  There  is 
complete  decay  of  the  bodily  and  mental  powers,  with  pro- 
found melancholia. 

Let  U8  consider  separately  each  of  these  effects,  or  groups 
of  effects,  in  connexion  with  the  use  of  Plumbum  as  a 
medicine. 

1.  The  abdominal  phenomena  of  lead-poisoning  at  once 
suggest  it  as  a  remedy  for  colic  and  constipation,  whether 
occurring  separately  or  together.  And  indeed  I  know  of  no 
better  instance  of  the  truth  of  the  law  of  similars  than  the 
beautiful  action  of  Plumbum  in  such  conditions.  For  obsti- 
nate habitual  constipation,  when  the  stools  are  dry  and  lumpy, 
and  the  intestines  half -paralytic  and  half-crampy,  I  have  the 
tttmost  confidence  in  it.  It  is  no  less  valuable  in  what  I>r« 
Ckypeman  calls  "  obstipation  " — ^that  is,  in  impaction  of  faeces. 
Of  this  you  may  read  a  good  instance  by  Dr.  Lohrbacher  in 
tlie  twenty-ninth  volume  of  the  BrUiah  Jowmal  of  HomceO' 
paiky.  This  use  of  lead,  inexplicable  save  upon  the  homoeo- 
pathic hypothesis,  has  been  recently  imported  into  ordinary 
practice  by  Dr.  Thorowgood,  of  course  without  acknowledg- 
ment of  its  source.*  We  carry  it  stiU  farther,  relying  upon 
tlie  medicine  in  any  form  of  obstruction  of  the  bowels  that 
htm  not  a  mechanical  cause,  and  in  incarcerated  and  even 
alnuigulated  hernia.  Tou  will  do  well  to  read  the  remarks  of 
Bra.  Baumann  and  Mailander  on  this  subject  in  the  thirty- 
bit  volume  of  the  British  Journal.  The  latter  generally  suc- 
ceeds in  strangulated  hernia  with  Belladonna  and  Nux 
vomica;  but,  if  these  fail,  he  resorts  to  the  knife.  Dr. 
Biumann   considers  that,   before  this   extreme   remedy  is 

•  Brit,  Joum.  of  Mom.,  zzzi,  376. 
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soughi;,  we  have  a  resource  in  Plumbum,  and  adduces  good 
evidence  for  his  belief,  of  which  indeed  there  is  no  lack  else- 
where. 

Nor  less  when  colic  is  the  prominent  point  of  similarily  to 
the  effects  of  lead  is  its  medicinal  power  displayed.  Of  tfaii 
Dr.  Holland  lately  communicated  a  striking  case  to  the  BritU 
HomoDopathic  Society.*  The  patient  had  been  suffering  fran 
most  agonising  abdominal  spasms  for  two  days,  with  vomitrngy 
and  suppression  of  stool  and  urine.  A  grain  of  Plumbom 
aceticum,  third  decimal,  was  given ;  and  in  less  than  ten 
minutes  the  patient  fell  asleep,  waking  after  many  hours  fired 
from  pain,  and  able  to  relieve  his  bowels  of  a  mass  of  scjImIb. 
The  next  day  he  was  well.  Most  of  us  have  probably  seen 
similar  good  effects  from  the  medicine,  though  under  leB 
striking  circumstances. 

The  association  of  colic  with  constipation,  and  of  constipft- 
tion  with  colic,  always  forms  the  special  indication  for 
Plumbum  as  a  remedy  for  either.  But  such  association  is  not 
essential.  The  habitual  costiveness  in  which  the  medidnett 
so  efficacious  may  be  quite  painless ;  and  on  the  other  hand 
Bahr  has  related  one  case,  and  I  myself  another,t  of  what 
may  fairly  be  called  neuralgic  enterodynia  cured  by  it,  where 
the  bowels  were  regular  enough.  In  such  cases  the  sense  d 
retraction  in  the  abdomen  mentioned  as  characteristic  by  Dr» 
Guernsey,  or  the  actual  hard  and  tense  condition  obserred  hj 
Bahr,  may  guide  to  its  choice. 

2.  Of  the  paralysis  of  saturnine  intoxication  I  have  ahesdj 
spoken  in  its  most  familiar  form  of  "  wrist-drop,"  i,  e.  lose  d 
power  of  the  extensors  of  the  hands.  But,  while  much  moie 
frequently  occurring  in  the  upper  than  in  the  lower  extWBB- 
ties,  yet  it  every  now  and  then  invades  the  latter.  Leii 
pai*alysis  is  rarely  accompanied  with  anaesthesia,  though  lead 
ana3sthesia  as  an  independent  affection  is  oommon  enongii* 
The  paralysis  is  preceded  often  by  a  trembling  (tremhloikma^ 

•  Brit.  Joum,  of  Horn,,  xxxii«  79.  . 
t  Ibid.,  xxii,  239. 


PLUMBUM.  61-1 

mtumine)  of  the  affected  muscles,  sometiines  by  spasms  and 
ahooting  or  tearing  pains.  It  is  partial  rather  than  general ; 
and  Tanquerel  des  Planches  states  that  he  was  frequently 
afltcmished  to  find  that  muscles  were  paralysed  whose  nerve 
supplied  others  also  that  were  not  paralysed.  There  is 
always  marked  atrophy  of  the  affected  muscles ;  and  some- 
thnes  this  condition  becomes  general,  so  that  the  patient 
rasembles  a  walking  skeleton.  The  muscles,  when  examined 
post-mortem,  are  foimd  wasted  and  very  pale,  and  have  some- 
times the  appearance  of  white  fibrous  tissue. 

U  is  impossible  not  to  be  reminded  here,  even  more  than 
irith  Phosphorus,  of  the  disease  known  as  progressive  mus- 
canlar  atrophy  or  wasting  palsy.    The  local  selection,  the  pre- 
dominant  atrophy,    the    presence    of    trembling    (fibrillary 
contractions)  and  absence  of   ansdsthesia  correspond  in  the 
two.    Trousseau   admits   that  the   differential  diagnosis  is 
attended  with  difficulty;   and  can   only  adduce  by  way  of 
distinction  the  different  behaviour  of  the  muscles  when  sub- 
mitted to  the  electric  stimulus,  and  the  history  of  the  evo- 
lution of  the  symptoms.    To  the  former  I  can  attach  no  real 
importance,  and  as  to  the  latter  M.  Trousseau  is  inconsistent 
iriUi  himself.  "  In  the  lead-disease,"  he  says,  "  palsy  precedes 
atrophy,"  leaving  it  to  be  understood  that  in  wasting  palsy 
atrophy  precedes  loss  of  power.    But  he  himself  had  already 
made  the  following  remark  on  the  case  of  the  latter  malady 
which  gave  rise  to  his  clinical  lecture.    "  You  may  remember 
that  Dr.  Duchenne  himself,  who  honoured  us  with  his  pre- 
sence during  our  roimd,  had  shown  that  most  of  the  muscles 
of  the  arm  and  fore-arm  still  contracted  under  the  influence 
of  electricity,  whilst  the  patient  could  not  voluntarily  move  his 
hands  or  his  fore-arms.    One  could  not  but  suppose,  there- 
fore, that  previous  to  any  anatomical  change,  which  seemed 
not  to  exist  then,  the  peripheral  extremities  of  the  nerves  had 
undergone  a  modification,  in  consequence  of  which  they  had 
lost  the  power  of  rousing  muscular  contraction.    A  loss  of  ex- 
cUahUUy  of  the  peripheral  extremities  of  the  nerves  would  therefore 
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precede  the  degenercUion  of  the  muscular  fibreB,  a  fact  perfecify 
in  accordance  vdih  pathological  phjsiologj." 

Consider,  then,  the  experiments  on  rabbits  which  aie 
related  in  the  seventeenth  volume  of  the  North  Amenen 
Joumcd  of  Homosopaihy,  and  which  point  strongly  to  tb» 
same  analogy.  Bead,  moreover,  the  series  of  cases  of  muscular 
atrophy  given  in  the  first  volume  of  the  PnuOHoner  to  illiutnte 
the  effects  of  electriciiy  in  its  treatment.  In  several  of  Ihew 
it  remained  doubtful  to  the  last  whether  the  p<n8on  of  lead 
was  not  the  exciting  cause  of  the  disease.  I  think  that,  in  thft 
face  of  this  evidence,  you  will  warrant  me  in  reoommendisg^ 
from  the  homoeopathic  point  of  view  the  persistent  trial  of 
Plumbum  in  the  first  case  of  wasting  palsy  which  comes  under 
notice. 

The  paralytic  conditions  in  which  Plumbum  has  hiiherta 
been  used  in  the  school  of  Hahnemann  are  principal^  those 
resembling  its  wrist-drop.  Drs.  Dudgeon,*  Sharp,t  vA 
Chalmers  %  have  each  recorded  a  cure  of  a  case  of  the  kind; 
and  Dr.  Bayes  speaks  of  having  seen  others. 

3.  I  think  that  the  epilepsy  of  lead-poisoning  has  haidlj 
received  sufficient  attention  hitherto.  It  is  one  of  the  eailiefli 
and  most  constant  symptoms  of  the  ''secondary  saturmae 
intoxication," — colic  and  wrist-drop  being  ranked  as  primaij 
phenomena.  It  therefore  implies  the  existence  of  some  amoimt 
of  degeneration  of  the  nervous  centres,  thus  rendering 
Plumbum  as  truly  homoeopathic  to  chronic  as  HydnxTfanit 
acid  to  recent  epilepsy.  I  know  of  no  experience  with  it  u 
yet ;  but  I  agree  with  Bahr  in  ranking  it  with  Cuf^um  as  the 
remedy  from  which  most  benefit  may  be  expected  in  confirmed 
cases  of  the  disease. 

4.  Plumbum,  from  its  pathogenetic  effects,  should  he  ^ 
less  beneficial  in  local  spasms  than  in  general  convulsioiii; 
and  so  it  has  proved.    Dr.  Stokes  has  put  on  record  a  case  of 

*  Brit,  Joum.  ofSom^  xxix,  612. 

t  Esters  on  Medicine,  p.  388. 

{  Monthfy  Horn,  Seview,  xiii,  145. 
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cramps  of  the  calves  of  long  standing  rapidly  cured  by  it ;  * 
Drs.  Chapman  t  and  Cooper  have  illustrated  its  value  in 
spasmodic  conditions  of  the  rectum  and  anus,  and  Teste  has 
removed  with  it  painful  retraction  of  the  testicles.  Dr.  Dyce 
Brown  has  called  our  attention  X  to  the  important  observation 
that  vaginismus  has  been  observed  as  an  effect  of  lead-poisoning 
— a  fact  which  may  yet  be  turned  to  practical  service,  though 
I  found  the  medicine  inoperative  in  a  case  in  which  I  gave  it. 
In  a  case  of  incurable  paralysis  which  I  once  treated  with  it, 
it  almost  entirely  removed  the  cramps  which  constituted  the 
most  distressing  element  of  the  case. 

5.  The  neuralgic  pains  of  lead-poiSoning  are  hardly  less 
marked  than  its  spasms.  They  occur  even  in  acute  poisoning 
by  the  acetate ;  and  among  the  workers  in  lead  are  the  sym- 
ptoms most  frequently  seen  after  the  colic.    They  are  the 

of  Tanquerel  des  Planches,  who  explains  that  he 
dpBpov  in  the  sense  of  limb,  not  of  joint.  He  describes 
the  puns  as  sharp  in  character ;  not  precisely  following  the 
tiack  of  the  nervous  cords ;  constant,  but  becoming  acute  by 
paroxysms ;  diminished  by  pressure  and  increased  by  motion ; 
and  accompanied  by  cramps.  They  are  sometimes  felt  in  the 
thorax  also,  but  never,  I  think,  in  the  face. 
I  have  not  here  any  therapeutic  experience  to  record. 

6.  I  come  now  to  the  action  of  lead  upon  the  urinary  organs, 
which  are  an  important  seat  of  its  influence.  In  the  first 
^aoe,  we  have  Dr.  Ringer's  statement  that  after  the  admi- 
nistration of  its  salts  there  is  an  increased  amount  of  mucus 
m  the  urine,  with  signs  of  irritation  of  the  lining  membrane 
«f  the  bladder,  even  to  the  extent  of  inducing  a  catarrhal 
condition.  Correspondingly  Teste  claims  to  have  cured  with 
Phnnbum  several  chronic  affections  of  the  urinary  organs. 
Bat  of  still  greater  interest  is  the  action  of  the  poison  on  the 
kidneys.  These  are  found,  as  I  have  said,  small  and  granular : 

*  Brit.  Joum,  of  Ham,,  xxti,  128. 

t  Ibid.,  iii.  170. 

{  Monthly  Mom,  Review,  xiii,  674. 


e^h  PLUMBUM. 

there  is  present  the  contracted  kidnej,  which  constitates  the 
most  serious  form  of  Bright's  disease.  So  frequentl j  does 
this  lesion  occur  in  the  subjects  of  plumbism,  that  Dr. 
Dickinson  states  that  it  was  found  in  twenty-six  out  of  fort^- 
two  workers  in  lead  who  died  from  various  causes  in 
St.  George's  Hospital.  During  life,  albimiinuria  is  an  eiidenoe 
of  the  mischief  being  set  up ;  and  it  has  been  thought  thit 
the  saturnine  epilepsy  may  sometimes  be  due  to  it. 

Another  effect  of  the  renal  degeneration  induced  by  lead 
is  that  the  separation  of  urates  from  the  blood  is  checked,  so 
that  the  uric  acid  of  the  urine  is  diminished  while  that  of  tlie 
blood  is  increased.  This  is  the  pathological  condition  whidif 
according  to  Dr.  Gurrod,  excites  gouiy  inflammation  ;  and  lie 
and  Dr.  Kinger  agree  in  stating,  from  experience,  that  if  toi 
gouty  person,  free  at  the  time  from  the  special  manifestatioD 
of  the  disease,  a  salt  of  lead  is  administered,  it  developes  an 
acute  attack  of  gout,  with  its  usual  symptoms  of  severe  pain 
and  high  fever.  Dr.  Garrod  accoimts  in  this  way  for  the 
frequency  with  which  gout  appears  among  workers  in  lead  u 
compared  with  those  following  other  occupations.  Of  all  this 
there  need  be  no  question.  But  it  is  another  thing  to  suppose 
that  lead  causes  its  renal  degeneration  through  the  inter- 
mediary development  of  gout.  That  its  kidney  is  the  "  gouty 
kidney  **  is  unquestionable  :  but  only,  I  think,  because  both 
it  and  the  gouty  poison  have  the  same  renal  action.  It  if 
admitted  that  in  many  instances  the  granular  kidney  is  the 
only  gouty  manifestation  present  in  the  subjects  of  lead- 
poisoning  ;  and  Dr.  George  Moore  has  entered  into  a  thorough 
examination  of  the  evidence  in  a  paper  contributed  to  the 
twenty-fourth  volume  of  the  British  Journal  of  Homcwpaikjit 
the  result  of  which  is  entirely  adverse  to  the  causation  of  true 
gout — or  rheumatism — ^by  lead. 

We  conclude,  then,  that  lead  causes  granular  degenenitio& 

of  the  kidneys  by  a  direct  and  specific  action ;  and  should  be 

a  hopeful  remedy  for  the  disease,  whether  of  gouty  or  other 

•origin.    Ko  medicine,  moreover,  so  closely  corresponds  to  the 
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general  phenomena  of  the  maladj — as  the  atheroma,  the 
cachexia,  and  the  depression  of  spirits :  the  amaurosis  also  of 
the  two  is  precisely  similar.  The  only  recorded  experience  of 
the  use  of  lead  in  renal  disease  is  that  of  Lewald,  as  given  by 
Dr.  Binger.  He  found  it  constantly  diminish  the  albumen 
in  the  urine,  though  only  by  nine  or  ten  grains  in  the  tweniy- 
four  hours.  The  diminution  appeared  to  hold  no  constant 
relation  to  the  quantity  of  lead  administered.  At  the  same 
time,  and  with  the  same  absence  of  quantitative  relation  to 
the  drug,  the  amount  of  urine  was  increased  in  the  same 
period  by  200  cubic  centimetres.  The  form  of  the  renal  mis- 
chief here  is  not  stated.  I  have  myself  tried  the  treatment  in 
two  well-characterised  cases  of  granular  degeneration.  In 
one  the  effect  was  nil,  save  to  relieve  an  accompanying 
constipation.  In  the  other  great  improvement  in  general 
health  ensued  for  a  time ;  but  a  chill  caused  pericarditis  and 
death. 

In  these  six  categories  I  have  included  the  main  effects  and 
uses  of  Plumbum.  But  other  conditions  of  body  every  now 
and  then  come  across  us  in  practice  which  remind  us  of  lead- 
poisoning,  and  in  which  we  may  expect  benefit  from  its  use. 
Such  is  the  melancholia  religiosa  of  which  two  cures  by  it  are 
recorded  by  Dr.  Chapman,*  and  with  which  great  constipation 
is  generally,  as  there,  associated.  Dr.  Sharp  aJso  speaks  of 
uaing  it  beneficially  here.  Dr.  Winter  points  out  its  homoeo- 
paihicity  to  chlorosis,  and  gives  instances  of  its  successful 
iise.t  Bahr  suggests  its  employment  in  chronic  encephalitis 
and  myelitis,  to  which  indeed  its  effects  on  the  nervous  centres 
point.  I  have  myself  seen  good  results  from  it  in  chronic  dull 
headaches,  with  depressed  spirits  and  constipation.  Again, 
the  effects  of  drinking  water  contaminated  with  the  metal 
must  be  taken  into  account  as  homoeopathic  indications  for 
the  use  of  the  drug.  An  interesting  series  of  such  cases  has 
lately  been  conmiunicated  to  ike  British  Journal  by  Dr.  von 

*  Srii,  Jowm,  of  Horn,,  iii,  170. 
t  Ibid.,  m,  218. 
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Tunzelmann.*  In  one  amblyopia  with  double  vision  oocnrred; 
in  another  icterus  and  (nocturnal)  Tomiting ;  a  third  had 
renal  congestion,  a  fourth  anasarca  and  paralysis ;  in  another 
pulmonary  consolidation  with  wasting  occurred ;  and  in  yet 
another  hflemopiysis  and  epistaxis — all  these  troubles  passiiig 
off  as  the  noxious  influence  was  removed*  You  will  remember, 
moreover,  the  slow  pulse  of  lead-poisoning ;  and  it  is  worth 
noting  that  in  a  case  related  in  Franh^s  Magazin  a  quarter  of 
a  grain  of  the  acetate  three  times  a  day  caused  swelling,  paiOf 
aad  great  weight  in  the  testicles.  Plumbum  is  another  medi- 
cine whose  remedial  effects  seem  to  me  far  from  having  bee& 
exhausted. 

Alumina^  Opiwn^  Platina,  and  Zinc  are  more  or  less  closel; 
allied  medicines. 


*  Vol.  xxxii,  p.  17. 
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LECTUEE  XXXVI. 

PODOPHYLLUM — ^PULSATILLA. 

Thb  first  medicine  of  tlie  two  I  shall  discuss  to-day  is  one 
vrliich  we  homoeopatliists  took  manj  years  ag^  from  the 
Bo-called  "  eclectic "  practitioners  of  America,  and  of  which 
>rdinary  medicine  has  since  made  the  acquisition  from  the 
tame  source — the  mandrake  or  May-apple, 

Podophyllum. 

^e  use  a  tincture  prepared  from  the  root  of  the  P.  peltatum. 
^odophyllin,  which  is  now  so  much  used  as  a  cholagogue,  is 

•  resinoid  derived  from  the  plant,  and  seems  to  contain  its 
ctive  virtues.  It  is  triturated,  or  dissolved  in  rectified  spirit, 
or  our  purposes. 

Podophyllum  was  proved,  in  the  1st,  3rd,  and  15th  dilu- 
bnB,  by  Dr.  Williamson  in  1844 ;  and  his  results  published, 
rith  a  few  symptoms  from  five  others,  in  the  Materia  Medica 
f  American  Frovinga,  But  the  knowledge  of  the  action  of  the 
rag  is  best  learned  from  its  toxical  and  curative  powers,  as 
>r.  Hale  records  them  in  his  New  Bemediea;  and  from  the 
umerous  experiments  on  animals  which  have  been  made  with 

•  during  the  last  twenty  years. 

Podophyllum  came  to  us  with  the  reputation  of  a  cholagogue 
iirgative,.resembling  calomel.  Of  the  three  sets  of  experiments 
"liich  have  been  made  with  it  on  the  lower  animals — ^those  of 
hr.  Anstie,*  Dr.  Hughes  Bennett,t  and  Dr.  Butherford,} — 

•  Med,  Time*  and  Gazette,  1863,  i,  826. 
t  British  Med,  Joum,,  1869,  i,  418. 
t  Ibid,,  1876,  ii. 
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the  two  former  alone  bear  on  this  question.     Dr.  Anstie  fomid 
an  increased  quantity  of  bile  in  the  OTacuations  a  company 
tively  rare  phenomenon ;  but  the  liver  in  most  of  his  autopsies^ 
is  stated  to  have  been  somewhat  congested.     Dr.  Hughes 
Bennett  found  purgation  by  the  drug,  as  by  other  agents,, 
diminish  the  flow  of  bile  through  a  biliary  fistula ;  but  eren 
when  the  dose  fell  short  of  producing  this  effect,  the  solid 
elements  of  the  secretion  were  reduced  in  quantity,  thougli 
its  fluid  portion  was  somewhat  increased.    .Both  oheerren 
seem  to  infer  that  Podophyllum  has  no  action  on  the  Urer; 
but  I  cannot  think  that  such  a  conclusion  is  fairly  dedacibk 
from  their  facts.     On  the  contrary,  they  seem  to  be  such  aft 
to  invite  further  experimentation,  especially  upon  human  sub- 
jects, with  the  view  of  following  up  their  hints.     My  ovu 
expectation  is  that  Podophylltun  will  be  found  to  act  here  as 
we  have  seen  Mercury  doing  in  the  mouth,  i.  e.  that  its  irri- 
tant influence  on  the  duodenum  (which  will  presently  corner 
before  us)  leads  to  a  copious  flow  of  bile  from  the  gall-bladdff 
and  liver ;  but  that  it  may  also  act  on  the  liver  itself,  con- 
gesting it,  and  so  impairing  its  function.     The  former  part  of 
this  hypothesis  seems  confirmed  by  the  recent  experiments^ 
of  Dr.  Butherford  and   M.  Yignal,  who,    on  introducing 
Podophyllin  into  the  duodenum  of  fasting  dogs,  found  ii 
increase  the  amount  both  of  the  solid  and  fluid  elements  d 
the  bile. 

However  this  may  be,  there  is — as  with  Mercury — a  con- 
sensus of  opinion  as  to  its  therapeutical  virtues  which  n(> 
physiological  evidence  can  set  aside.  Doses  much  too  small 
to  induce  purgation — from  the  fourth  to  the  hundredth  of  a 
grain — have  been  shown  by  practitioners  of  both  schools  to 
act  with  the  best  effect  in  relieving  hepatic  torpor  and  partial 
stagnation,  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  patient.  I  wonU 
refer  you  especially  to  the  observations  of  Dr.  John  Mooie 
in  the  thirty-first  volume  of  the  British  Journal  of  ffomao- 
pathy.  How  the  drug  acts  here  has  yet  to  be  proved.  Pro- 
visionaWy,  ^e  mwst  reckon  it  a  cholagogue;  but  farther 
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Kperimentation  may  lead  us  to  a  different  condasion,  and, 

0  long  as  we  stop  short  of  its  purgative  effects,  no  barm  ever 
eems  to  be  done. 

We  get  on  clearer  ground  wben  we  come  to  tbe  in- 
estinal  influence  of  tbe  drug.  Tbat  it  readily  caused 
omiting  and  pui^ing  was  well  known ;  but  tbe  experiments 
f  Dr.  Anstie  bave  enabled  us  to  define  tbis  action  witb  great 
recision.  He  found,  in  numerous  experiments  on  dogs  and 
its,  tbat  an  alcobolic  solution  of  Podopbjllin,  wben  intro- 
uced  into  tbe  peritoneal  cavity,  caused  no  inflammation 
lere,  but  set  up  in  tbe  small  intestines  an  intense  bjrpersemia. 
he  duodenum  was  cbiefly  affected,  ^d  actual  ulceration  was 
Lore  tban  once  developed  tbere.  Tbe  lining  membrane  of  tbe 
hole  small  gut  was  generally  found  covered  witb  bloody 
incus.  Tbe  inflammation  usually  ceased  at  tbe  ileo-csBcal 
live,  but  occasionally  invaded  tbe  large  intestine.  Tbe 
sequent  stools  consisted  of  glairy  mucus,  sometimes  stained 
ith  bile,  but  more  commonly  witb  blood. 

These  are  very  important  results.  Tbey  give  us  in  Podo- 
b  jllum  another  medicine  to  add  to  Arsenic,  Kali  bicbromicum, 
id  Uranium  nitricum  as  acting  specifically  on  the  duodenum, 
nd  capable  of  controlling  ulceration  therein.  And  more,  tbey 
(¥te  us  a  remedy  truly  homoeopathic  to  enteritis  affecting  tbe 
junum  and  ileum,  which  neither  these  nor  Mercurius  cor- 
NDVUs  are.  The  first  enabled  me  once  to  cure  a  duodenitis, 
hich  was  resisting  Arsenic.  The  latter  shows  a  local  affinity 
>r  tbe  diarrhoea  of  typhoid,  in  which,  and  in  simple  enteritis 
Secting  tbe  same  parts,  the  drug  may  do  good  service. 

Ko  action  on  the  rectimi  was  manifested  in  the  ftnitm^lff 
cxiaoned  by  Dr.  Anstie ;  but  in  the  human  subject—especially 

1  children — this  part  is  readily  affected  by  the  drug,  as 
lowa  by  tenesmus  and  prolapsus  recti  complicating  the 
iarrhoea.  Tbe  feeble  affinity  of  Podophyllum  for  tbe  colon 
lakes  it  unsuitable  for  ordinary  dysentery,  which  has  its  seat 
leie.  But^hen  dysenteric  diarrhoea  appears  to  depend  on 
iflammatory  irntation  of  the  rectum,  it  will  give  rapid  relief. 
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Such  a  maladj  is  not  uncommon  in  children,  and  is  generallj 
accompanied  by  painful  prolapse  of  the  rectum  at  each  stool. 
Dr.  Hale  speaks  of  having  seen  tvro  such  cases  caused  by  the 
over-use  of  the  drug ;  and  I  have  recorded  one,  and  Mr. 
Harmar  Smith  another,*  of  speedy  cure  by  it.  In  simple 
prolapsus  ani  from  debility,  moreover,  when  occurring  ia 
childhood,  beautiful  results  are  almost  always  attainable  from 
minute  doses  of  the  drug. 

Besides  enteritis  of  the  small  intestine,  and  dysenterj  d 
the  rectum,  Podophyllum  is  useful  in  several  forms  of  diar- 
rhoea, both  acute  and  chronic. f  Drs.  Binger  and  Phillips 
concur  ¥nith  us  in  praising  it  here,  adding  the  necessary  cautkm 
that  it  must  be  administered  in  very  small  doses.  Thefonner, 
moreover,  confirms  what  homceopathists  have  always  regarded 
as  a  main  indication  for  the  medicine  in  chronic  diairluEa, 
viz.  its  recurrence  especially  in  the  early  morning.  It  is  often 
serviceable  in  cholera  nostras  and  cholera  infantum ;  but  itft 
place  in  their  therapeutics  is  hardly  yet  defined. 

A  good  deal  of  evidence  has  accumulated  of  late  showing  & 
power  on  the  part  of  Podophyllum  of  benefiting  prolapse  of 
the  uterus  as  well  as  of  the  rectum.  I  know  not  whether  it 
is  by  a  direct  action  that  it  accomplishes  this.  Br.  Guemsej 
speaks  of  a  sense  of  falling  in  the  abdomen  as  especiallj 
indicating  it. 

In  the  fourth  edition  of  his  New  Beinedies,  Dr.  Hale  gires 
two  interesting  commimications  on  Podophyllum,  one  from 
Dr.  Scudder,  an  "eclectic"  practitioner,  evidently  "almost 
persuaded  to  be  a"  homoeopathist ;  the  other  from  a  promi- 
nent writer  of  our  own  school.  Dr.  Searle,  of  Brooklyn.  The 
former  gives,  from  his  experience,  certain  peculiar  symptoms 
as  indicating  the  choice  of  the  drug.  They  are  fulness  of  the 
superficial  veins ;  dull  unpleasant  pain,  or  weight,  in  the  hypo- 
gastric region;  a  sharply-defined  ache  in  the  sacro-ischifltie 
foramina,  with  tenderness  on  pressure ;  and  pain  in  the  course 

*  BrU.  Joum.  qfRom,,  xxiv,  673;  xxix,  399. 
t  See  ibid.,  xxvi,  654. 
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e  ulnar  nerve.  He  also  mentions  a  peculiar  stool  as 
cteristic  of  it, — ^the  first  part  being  large  and  hard,  but 
fluid  and  wind  following.  Dr.  Searle  compares  the 
ing  diarrhoea  of  Podophyllum  with  that  of  some  other 
sines.  "  In  the  morning  aggravations  of  the  bowel  sjm- 
9/'  he  writes,  "  Podophyllum  resembles  Aloes  and  Sul- 

but  may  easily  be  differentiated  from  these.  The  stool 
ioes  is  a  windy  spurt  of  watery  or  slimy  yellow  fsecal 
T,  the  desire  for  which  can  hardly  for  an  instant  be  con- 
d  from  a  seeming  if  not  real  weakness  of  the  internal 
cter.  Sulphur  demands  equal  haste  from  tenesmus.  It 
,  brown  stool,  not  especially  flatulent,  and  neither  so 
f  as  that  of  Aloes,  nor  so  profuse  as  that  of  Podophyllum, 
phyllum  gets  its  victim  up  early,  but  not  in  so  great 

as  the  others;  and  has  a  very  profuse,  yellowish  or 
ish,  stool — so  profuse,  indeed,  that  one  wonders  whence 
ich  can  come.  It  often  contains  undigested  food,  and  is 
>ffensive  to  the  smell,  having  sometimes  the  odour  of 
n. 

Searle  might  have  mentioned  Apis,  Nuphar,  and  Brnnex 
litional  analogues  to  Podophyllum  in  respect  of  morning 
icea.  In  its  general  action  it  resembles  Oolchicumf  Iris^ 
ndra,  and  Mercuriua. 

)  third  attenuation  of  Podophyllin  seems  to  give  us  all 
ictly  homoeopathic  applications. 

second  medicine  is  the  meadow  anemone,  pasque  flowei^ 
id  flower — 

Pulsatilla. 

^as  the  P.  nigricans  which  was  introduced  into  medicine 
3erck,  and  proved  by  Hahnemann.  But  the  American 
8  has  been  found,  as  we  shall  see,  to  possess  similar 
rties;  and  chemical  research  has  discovered  that  the 
ktensis  also  contains  the  active  principle  of  the  plants 
>nin.     So,  except  as  there  is  difference  in  strength,  it 
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Beems  immaterial  which  kind  of  Pulsatilla  is  used.  Tlie 
Pharmacopoeial  tincture  is  made  from  the  entire  plant. 

The  pathogenesis  of  Pulsatilla  is  in  the  second  yolame  of 
the  Beine  ArmeimiUeUehre.  It  contains  1158  symptoms,  all 
except  about  a  hundred  of  which  are  Hahnemann's  own,  the 
remainder  being  supplied  bj  fire  proyers  and  a  few  authon. 
Hahnemann  states  that  his  own  symptoms  were  obtained  from 
Terj  moderate  doses,  and  are  therefore  primary  effects  of  tlie 
drug.  He  has  bestowed  great  attention  upon  the  pathogenesifl, 
annotating  it  freely,  and  pointing  out  the  connection  of  tfafi 
various  symptoms.  For  an  excellent  commentary  on  these  I 
may  refer  you  to  Dr.  Carroll  Dunham's  *'  Remarks  on  Pulsik- 
tilla,"  which  you  will  find  in  the  fifteenth  volume  of  the 
Monthly  H<ynuBOj[Hdhic  Review.  The  American  species — ^Pul* 
satiUa  Nuttalliana — ^has  lately  been  proved  by  Dr.  Burt.  Yoa 
may  read  his  experiments  in  the  second  edition  of  the  2^ew 
Remedies :  they  include  observations  on  two  women. 

Pulsatilla  was  one  of  the  plants  introduced  into  medicine 
by  the  celebrated  Baron  Storck.  He  found  it  very  useful  in 
chronic  affections  of  the  eyes,  as  cataract,  spots  on  the  coraea, 
and  amaurosis  ;  in  secondary  syphilis ;  and  in  cutaneous  dis- 
eases. It  has  fallen  into  entire  disuse  in  the  old  school ;  and, 
though  homcBopathy  has  preserved  it  in  full  employment,  its 
provings  and  small  doses  have  not  led  to  these  applications  of 
the  drug.  But  an  American  allopathic  physician.  Dr.  W.  H. 
Miller,  of  S.  Paul's,  Minnesota,  using  the  native  variety  in  full 
doses,  has  obtained  the  same  results.  It  will  be  for  us  to 
consider  how  far  we  can  follow  his  practice  with  advantage. 

Little  was  known  of  the  physiological  action  of  Pulsatilla 
until  Hahnemann  proved  it.  Some  German  therapeutists 
(quoted  by  Dr.  Hale)  speak  of  its  causing,  in  over-doses, 
nausea  and  vomiting,  slimy  diarrhoea,  profuse  and  offensi?e 
sweats,  vesicular  and  pustular  eruptions,  coryza  and  cough, 
increased  urinary  flow,  and  peculiar  pains  and  dimness  of  the 
eyes.  But  the  homoeopathic  provings  show  that,  besides  these 
affections  of  the  mucous  membranes  and  the  eyes,  Pulsatilla 
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«xert8  mach  influence  on  the  synovial  membranes,  the  veins, 
the  ears,  and  the  generative  organs  of  both  sexes. 

1.  In  the  mucous  membranes  Pulsatilla  sets  up  the  catar- 
xhal  process.  The  dry  stage  is  short  and  little  marked  (except 
sometimes  in  the  respiratory  tract)  :  and  much  mucous  secre- 
tion is  the  rule.  As  symptoms  of  this  condition  the  patho- 
^genesis  gives  us — in  the  alimentary  canals  raw  throat,  coated 
tongue,  furred  mouth,  foetid  smell  of  the  breath,  taste  deadened 
or  variously  altered  (bitter,  sour,  salt,  even  putrid),  foul  or 
acid  eructations,  nausea  and  inclination  to  vomit,  sensation  as 
if  the  stomach  were  spoiled,  weight  and  pressure  in  the 
Btomach,  and  mucous  diarrhcea  ;  in  the  respiratory  tract  green 
or  yellow  discharge  from  the  nose,  and  cough  with  much 
expectoration*  (often  tasting  salt  or  bitter) ;  in  the  urinary 
imteotiB  membrane  frequent  micturition  with  tenesmus,  and 
jelly-like  sediment  in  the  urine. 

2.  Pulsatilla  seems  to  fall  just  short  of  the  true  serous 
membranes,  but  compensates  itself  by  acting  powerfully  upon 
their  near  relatives,  the  synovial  m^embranes.  The  joints 
chiefly  affected  are  the  knees,  the  ankles,  and  the  small  joints 
of  tbe  hands  and  (most  especially)  the  feet.  The  rheumatico- 
gonty  action  thus  displayed  is  also  manifested  in  pains  of 
dhrers  kinds  in  the  nape  of  the  neck  and  the  extremities. 

8.  The  veins  seem  to  lose  their  vital  resistance  under  the 
action  of  Pulsatilla ;  so  that  varicosis  readily  occurs,  especially 
in  the  rectum. 

4.  Pulsatilla  manifests  its  afi&nity  for  the  eyes  mainly  by 
ilEecting  the  lids,  which  it  inflames  greatly,  causing  them  to 
be  agglutinated  in  the  morning,  and  to  pour  out  quantities  of 
mucus.  It  causes  also,  however,  considerable  aching  pain  in 
the  eyeballs,  and  many  disturbances  of  vision.  Temporary  ob- 
scurations of  sight  often  occur ;  fiery  circles  or  haloes  are  seen ; 
and  after  sleep  there  is  a  feeling  as  if  something  were  hanging 

*  The  dry  ooagh  of  Pulsatilla  I  am  diiposed,  from  clinical  experience, 
Id  let  down  aa  sympathetic,  t.  0.  as  a  "  stomach  coagh," 
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over  the  cornea  which  could  be  wiped  away.     The  sensation  i» 
only  subjective,  and  disappears  spontaneously. 

5.  The  ears  suffer  from  the  action  of  Pulsatilla  even  more 
than  do  the  eyes.  In  some  provers  the  concha  and  external 
meatus  were  inflamed,  ¥nith  purulent  discharge.  In  othen 
deafness,  generally  with  noises  of  various  kinds,  was  present 
The  seat  of  the  latter  symptoms  is  indicated  by  Dr.  Bort^ 
who  suffered  from  '' snapping  noises  in  the  ear,"  and 
"  drawing  pains  along  the  right  Eustachian  tubeJ'  Others 
yet  suffered  from  mere  pain  in  the  ear,  generally  of  a  jerking 
character. 

6.  The  action  of  Pulsatilla  upon  the  generaiive  orgcmt  of 
both  sexes  is  very  marked,  but  is  not  easy  to  define.  The 
pathogenetic  symptoms  of  its  action  in  this  sphere  are,  in  the 
female,  contractive  pains  of  the  uterus,  leucorrhoea  of  variona 
kinds,  and  scanty,  delayed,  and  often  painful  menses.  The 
abdominal  pains  are  too  vaguely  described  to  enable  us  to 
discern  any  irritation  of  the  ovaries :  but  their  analogues  in 
the  male,  the  testes,  swell  up  and  become  painful ;  the  sper- 
matic cord  also  being  involved. 

The  febrile  condition  which  accompanies  most  of  these 
ailments  is  marked  by  predominant  chilliness. 

This  is  the  best  outline  I  can  give  you  of  the  physiological 
action  of  Pulsatilla.  It  has  little  interest  in  itself,  being 
hardly  capable  of  a  rational  exposition ;  but  it  is  amply  aTail- 
able  for  therapeutic  applications.  Before,  however,  I  turn  to 
these,  let  me  cite  some  of  Hahnemann's  remarks  upon  the 
symptoms  of  the  drug.  Of  certain  of  the  pains  caused  bj 
Pulsatilla,  he  says,  that  they  are  '*  a  short-lasting  drawing 
tension,  which  always  terminates  in  a  darting  analogous  to 
tearing,  somewhat  as  if  a  nerve  were  put  upon  the  stretch,  and 
then  let  loose  again  suddenly,  causing  a  painful  jerk."  Of 
others  he  says  that  they  feel  as  if  there  were  an  internal  ulcer 
present.  Of  all  save  these  he  notes  that  they  are  relieved  by 
pressure.  He  points  out,  moreover,  that  its  symptoms  are 
generally  worst  when  at  rest  and  in  a  wai*m  room,  while  thef 
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are  relieved  bj  motion  in  the  open  air ;  and  that  they  tend 
to  appear  on  one  side  only  of  the  body. 

Hahnemann  also  has  done  much  to  fix  for  us  the  character 
and  temperament  to  which  Pulsatilla  best  corresponds.    "  The 
medicinal  employment  of  the  drug,"  he  says,  "  will  be  the 
more  salutary  when,  in  the  maladies  to  which  this  plant  cor- 
responds as  regards  bodily  evils,  there  is  at  the  same  time  a 
timorous,  fearful  state  of  mind  and  tendency  to  inward  de- 
pression and  quiet  grief,  or  at   least   to    passiveness  and 
resignation,  especially  if  in  health  the  patient  was  kindly  and 
pleasant  (or  even  of  light  and  changeable  disposition).    It 
therefore  especially  suits  the  lymphatic  constitution,  and  is 
ponsequently  but   little  appropriate  to  men   quick  at  their 
course  of  action  and  energetic  in  their  movements,  even  though 
they  appear  kindly  disposed."     He  gives,  moreover,  as  indica- 
tions for  it — ^frequent  chilliness,  absence  of  thirst,  retarded 
menstruation,  long  delay  in  getting  to  sleep,  and  the  aggrava- 
tion of  the  symptoms  towards  evening.     Teste  adds,  as  regard s^ 
constitution,  that  it  is  **  particularly  suitable  to  persons  who, 
by  the  relative  predominance  of  the  adipose  tissue  in  their 
composition,  by  the  whiteness  of  their  flesh,  the  roundness 
of  their  forms,  the  mildness  of  their  disposition,  and  their 
fitful  moods,  exhibit  all  the  marked  features  of  the  female 
sex." 

I  see  no  reason  for  supposing  that  Pulsatilla  has  any  gene- 
ral influence  upon  the  nervous  system  or  upon  the  blood.  I 
ahall  arrange  its  therapeutic  virtues  under  the  headings 
already  adopted  for  the  physiological  outline. 

1.  Pulsatilla  plays  an  important  part  in  gastric  disorders. 
In  dyspepsia,  whether  acute  or  chronic,  the  prominence  of 
mueofis  derangement — i.  e.  white  tongue,  nausea  with  little 
▼omiting,  and  absence  of  much  pain — indicates  this  medicine 
in  preference  to  others,  such  as  Nux  vomica.*    The  tongue 

*  There  is  a  g^ood  case  illustrating  its  action  here  by  Dr.  Marstou  in  the 
twelfth  volume  of  the  Monthly  Homacypathic  Review,  following  upon  a 
diffarential  diagnosis  between  this  medicine  and  Nux. 
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calling  for  Pulsatilla  is  thick! j  coated  with  a  white  rooghish 
fur,  very  different  from  the  milky  white  of  Antunoniom 
crudum,  or  the  yellowish  brown  of  Kali  bichromicom.  The 
acute  dyspepsia  in  which  Pulsatilla  is  curaltiYe  generally  arises 
from  the  indigestion  of  fat  or  other  rich  food,  as  the  poik 
specified  by  Hahnemann.  In  chronic  gastric  disorder  it  does 
'better  when  heart-bum  than  when  water-brash  is  present,  in 
which  it  again  contrasts  with  Nux.  But  Dr.  Marston  says 
that  when  the  fluid  of  water-brash  is  sour  or  foul  tasted  Polsft- 
tilla  is  quite  equal  to  its  removal.  Dr.  Bayes  oonsiders  the 
drug  specially  indicated  in  dyspepsia  by  a  great  feeling  of 
tightness  after  a  meal,  so  that  the  clothes  must  be  removed  or 
loosened.  The  diarrhoea  for  which  Pulsatilla  is  suitable^is  a 
passive  mucous  flux,  with  little  pain,  <iccurring  chiefly  at 
night.  These  gastro-intestinal  symptoms  are  often  present 
in  the  febrile  affections  of  childhood,  as  in  mumps  and  vari- 
cella ;  and  a  few  doses  of  Pulsatilla  are  useful  accordingly. 
In  two  of  these  diseases  our  medicine  is  indispensable,  vis. 
measles  and  remittent  fever.  Having  no  control  over  the 
fever  itself — ^which  requires  in  the  former  case  Aconite,  in  the 
latter  Gelseminum — it  aids  powerfully  to  recovery  by  clean- 
ing the  tongue  and  (in  measles)  checking  the  diarrhoea  and 
'moderating  the  catarrh.  Pulsatilla  has  less  influence  wh^ii 
the  respiratory  mucous  membrane  is  affected.  Nevertheless 
it  is  often  a  valuable  palliative  in  nocturnal  coughs,  as  cl 
phthisis;  and  is  sometimes  the  best  medicine  in  suhacate 
and  chronic  bronchitis  occurring  in  delicate  persons,  and  ac- 
companied with  much  mucous  expectoration.  Dr.  Hirschd 
says  that  it  is  specific  for  a  cough  which  is  loose  by  day,  but 
becomes  dry  and  tickling  on  lying  down  at  night.  So  in  dis- 
orders of  the  urinary  tract  Pulsatilla  is  far  less  frequently 
indicated  than  Cantharis,  Cannabis,  and  Belladonna :  yet  if 
sometimes  useful  for  the  dy suria  of  pregnancy,  and  for  chnrnk 
catarrh  of  the  bladder. 

2.  The  Auction  of  Pulsatilla  upon  the  joints  has  led  to  its 
oise  in  au\ta\>\e  loxtDA  qH  ^qvx\»  ^SL\^<«s«a&aliBm.    The  disordff 
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of  digestion  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  gout  is  just  that 
to  which  Pulsatilla  corresponds.  Hence  it  is  well  calculated 
to  effect  radical  benefit  in  recent  cases  of  this  malady.  In  the 
paroxysm  itself  it  is  generally  superseded  by  Colchicum  ; 
though  I  know  of  one  case  in  which  the  timely  administration 
of  Pulsatilla  has  seyeral  times  seemed  to  blight  an  incipient 
attack.  It  is  said  to  be  indicated  especially  when  the  pains. 
fly  from  place  to  place.  In  subacute  rheumatism  with  little 
or  no  fever  occurring  in  delicate  persons  it  is  extremely  useful,, 
especially  when  the  knees,  ankles,  or  smaU  joints  of  the  hands 
and  feet  are  affected.  In  idiopathic  inflammations  of  these 
joints,  moreover,  Pulsatilla  is  the  best  remedy  while  the  mis- 
chief is  yet  recent.  But  perhaps  the  form  of  arthritis  to- 
which  Pulsatilla  most  closely  corresponds  is  rheumcUic  gaut^ 
using  this  term  to  signify  the  independent  malady  so  named. 
Dr.  Fuller  has  pointed  out  the  much  preponderating  frequency 
with  which  the  female  sex  is  invaded  by  this  disorder,  and  its 
intimate  relations  with  menstrual  derangements.  Pulsatilla. 
is  almost  specific  in  its  acute  form ;  and  even  in  chronic  cases 
may  sometimes  be  given  with  advantage. 

3.  In  affections  of  the  veins  Pulsatilla  occupies  much  the 
same  ground  as  Hamamelis.  It  is  superior  to  that  medicine 
in  crural  phlebitis  following  parturition,  but  yields  to  it  in 
▼enous  hsemorrhages.  In  piles  and  other  varicoses — as  of  the 
spermatic  cord  or  the  lower  extremity — Pulsatilla  will  act 
well  when  the  general  condition  of  the  patient  seems  to  call 
for  its  use.  It  is  recommended  even  in  dilatation  of  the  right 
▼entricle. 

4.  It  was  for  diseases  of  the  eyes,  as  I  have  said,  that  Pul- 
satilla was  first  brought  prominently  forward  by  Storck.  The 
more  modest  claims  to  service  here  warranted  by  our  experi- 
ments can  be  amply  sustained.  Pulsatilla  is  most  useful  in 
affections  of  the  lids.  In  recent  blepharophthalmia,  with 
profuse  lachrymation  and  meibomian  secretion,  it  is  the  best 
medicine.  It  will  blight  a  stye  almost  as  effectually  as  Bella- 
donna will  a  boil :  but  it  will  not  prevent  their  tendency  ta 


•658  PUUSATILIJL. 

recar.  For  the  twitching  of  the  ejelids,  with  dnitling  of 
sight,  with  which  some  persons  are  annoyed,  I  know  no  reme^ 
so  useful  as  Pulsatilla.  The  aching  of  the  eyeballs  produced 
by  Pulsatilla  is  rather  such  as  occurs  in  some  forms  of  held* 
ache  than  an  idiopathic  affection.  For  a  further  preeentatkn 
of  what  Pulsatilla  can  do  in  diseases  of  the  eye  I  may  refer 
you  to  a  paper  by  Dr.  George  Norton  in  the  Maknemanniim 
.  Monthly  for  January,  1876.  He  commends  it  in  ophthalinii 
neonatorum,  and  even  in  strumous  ophthalmia  where  the  dis- 
charge is  profuse  and  bland,  and  there  is  not  much  photo- 
phobia. 

5.  Few  medicines  are  used  in  our  practice  in  affections  of 
the  ears  more  frequently  than  Pulsatilla.  Its  curatiye  Tirtoes 
■are  most  evident  in  the  ear-ache  which  so  often  troubles  chil- 
•dren,  and  which  is  generally  a  subacute  inflammation  of  the 
middle  ear ;  and  in  recent  catarrhal  deafness,  with  noisefl  in 
the  ears.  But  it  has  also  been  used  with  good  results  in  acnte 
iDflammation  of  the  auricle  and  meatus,  in  neuralgia  of  the 
nerves  of  the  ear,  and  in  non- scrofulous  otorrhoea  with  deaf- 
ness, when  the  discharge  is  thick. 

6.  I  now  come  to  what  is  perhaps  the  most  important  sphere 
-of  the  operation  of  Pulsatilla, — the  generative  organs  of  both 
sexes.     In  the  male  subject  you  will  find  it  invaluable  in  acate 
orchitis  however  caused  ;  and  in  prostatitis  (with  Thuja).    It 
is  one  of  the  medicines  (with  Graphites  and  Rhododendron) 
which  have  cured  hydrocele.     But  its  fullest  powers  are  di«- 
played  in  the  female  organism.     When  in  girls  of  mild  di«- 
position  puberty  is  unduly  delayed,  or  the  menstrual  function 
is    defectively  and  irregularly  performed:  when  they  grow 
pale  and  languid,  and  complain  of  headache,  chilliness,  and 
lassitude,  Pulsatilla  (with  or  withouj  Ferrum)  is  a  most  ex- 
cellent remedy.     When  the  menses  have  been  suppressed  bys 
chill,  if  the  time  for  Aconite  has  gone  by,  Pulsatilla  will  gene- 
rally restore  the  discharge.     This  property  of  the  drug  Storck 
had  indicated.    I  believe  it  to  be  as  good  a  remedy  for  ovaritis 
as  it  is  ioT  OTe\a\Aa  \  ^isA  ^x  ^<\^'nss^\ft  "moat  of  those  ordi- 
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luurilj  recommended.  In  simple  mucous  leacorrhoea  it  is  often 
coratiye ;  and  in  dysmenorrhoea  when  the  little  blood  which 
flows  is  black  and  coagulated,  and  when  dysenteric  diarrhoea 
is  wont  to  occur  at  the  periods.  It  presides  in  a  most  bene- 
ficial manner  over  the  function  of  parturition.  Q-iven  daily 
for  a  month  or  so  previously,  it  greatly  facilitates  the  process 
in  women  whose  labours  are  tedious  and  difficult.  In  labour 
itself,  when  the  pains  are  irregular,  tardy,  and  defective,  yet 
Xrgot  is  hardly  called  for,  Pulsatilla  will  often  do  good  ser- 
Tice.  And  there  are  several  cases  recorded  which  leave  little 
doubt  but  that  in  false  presentations  Pulsatilla  favours 
spontaneous  version;  which,  it  must  be  remembered,  sometimes 
occurs  of  itself,  and  may  therefore  well  be  aided  by  a  specific 
^nedicine.  After  labour,  it  is  very  useful  in  promoting  the 
secretion  of  milk,  when  this  is  deficient.  Altogether,  the 
^weaker  sex  has  much  for  which  to  thank  homoeopathy  in  its 
^:ift  of  Pulsatilla. 

Dr.  Bayes,  whose  article  on  Pulsatilla  is  one  of  the  best  in 
luB  book,  speaks  of  its  predominating  action  on  the  left  side 
of  the  body,  and  recommends  it  accordingly  in  clavus,  hemi* 
orania,  and  infra-mammary  pain  having  this  seat.  He  also 
sdvises  it  in  constitutional  disturbance  in  children  associated 
inth  copious  excretion  of  urate  of  ammonia  in  the  urine,  an 
oxperience  which  I  have  often  confirmed. 

Pulsatilla,  like  the  polychtests  generally, .  has  no  true 
analogue.  The  medicines  which  most  frequently  come  up 
for  comparison  with  it  in  practice  are  Actcea,  Antimanium 
^ruduniy  Caulophyllum,  Canium,  Cyclamen,  Hamamelis,  and 
Sabina. 

Again  like  the  polychrests  generally,  Pulsatilla  requires  to 
1)6  given  in  various  potencies  to  obtain  all  its  virtues.  I  have 
no  experience  with  the  mother-tincture  or  first  dilutions, 
though  with  the  former  Dr.  Phillips  seems  to  get  all  the  good 
effects  of  the  medicine.  But  I  can  recommend  to  you  the 
Srd  decimal  in  gastric  disorders  and  orchitis,  the  3rd  cente- 
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simal  in  affections  of  the  eyes  and  ears,  and  in  rheumatism : 
while  the  6th  and  12th  I  believe  to  be  best  suited  for  goat» 
for  affections  of  the  veins,  and  for  OTario*uterine  disturb- 
ances. 


LECTURE  XXXVn. 

HAKUNCUIJJS,  KATANHIA,  RUEUM^  RHODODENDRON^  RHUS^ 

RUMBX,  HUTA. 

We  shall  be  able  to  dispose  of  all  the  drugs  begixming 
irith  the  letter  R  to-daj.  They  are  a  succession  of  vegetable 
medicines  of  various  degrees  of  importance. 

The  first  will  be  the  several  varieties  of  Ranunculus.  Two 
of  these,  Ranunculus  bulbosus  and  sceleratus,  have  received 
a  very  fair  proving.  As  I  see  no  essential  difference  between 
their  properties,  I  shall  treat  of  them  indiscriminately  here 
under  the  title  of 

Ranunculus. 

The  tincture  of  either  variety  is  prepared  from  the  whole 
plant. 

The  provings  appear  in  Stapf  s  Additions.  That  of 
Ranunculus  bulbosus  was  undertaken  by  Dr.  Franz  and  two 
others  (one  being  a  woman),  all  using  full  doses  of  the  pure 
tincture.  Ranunculus  sceleratus  was  proved  on  himself,  in 
the  same  form,  by  an  anouymous  physician. 

The  RanuDculi  are  intensely  irritant  when  applied  locally, 
causing  inflammation  and  vesication,  with  burning  itching. 
It  is  not  evident  from  the  provings  whether  this  effect — so 
much  resembling  that  of  Rhus — is,  as  with  that  medicine, 
dynamic  and  specific  in  nature,  No  eruptions  were  developed 
by  them,  though  there  was  a  good  deal  of  subjective  cutaneous 
irritation.  The  most  characteristic  and  lasting  effects  of 
both  were  exerted  upon  the  walls  of  the  chest.  The  symptoms 
from  the  175th  to  the  212th  of  Ranunculus  bulbosus,  and 
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from  the  117th  to  the  138th  of  Banunculus  soeleratus  aie 
composed  aknost  entirely  of  the  yarious  kinds  of  pain  and 
soreness  experienced  bj  the  provers  in  the  sternum,  ribs,  and 
intercostal  spaces. 

Correspondingly,  the  Banuncoli  have  been  used  with  the 
utmost  success  in  pleurodynia^  whether  rheumatic,*  neuralgic^t 
or  myalgic.:]:  I  cannot  a  priori  diagnose  for  you  their  place 
in  these  maladies  as  compared  with  that  of  Actsea  raoemosa 
and  of  Arnica:  you  must  be  guided  by  the  accompanjing 
symptoms.  I  know  of  no  other  standing  uses  of  Banun- 
cuius.  I  once  treated  a  case  of  chronic  dysentery  in  a 
domestic  servant  accompanied  by  infra-mammary  pain  ob 
both  sides.  After  a  fruitless  trial  of  Mercurius  coxioavai 
and  Kali  bichromicum,  I  was  led  by  the  pains  to  give  Bannn- 
cuius  bulbosus  in  the  third  dilution.  Under  its  use,  the 
intestinal  symptoms  rapidly  subsided,  and  the  pain  dis- 
appeared from  the  left  side,  but  persisted  in  the  right,  from 
which  it  was  at  length  dislodged  by  Nux  vomica.  Two  or 
three  returns  of  the  malady  have  been  rapidly  checked  bj 
the  same  drug. 

In  conclusion,  Ranunculus  should  be  borne  in  mind  in  some 
cases  of  sciatica,  and  other  rheumatic  neuralgise:  also  in 
herpes  and  eczema.  It  ought  to  be  a  very  efficient  medidne 
for  shingles,  covering  as  it  does  the  intercostal  neuralgia  as 
well  as  the  eruption.  Dr.  Markwick  says  he  finds  it  wrj 
useful  here.§  Dr.  Bayes  praises  it  in  pleurisy  and  hydrothoiai 
of  the  right  side. 

Ehu8,  Clematis,  Euphorhium,  Croion,  Mezereum,  SahadSky 
and  Staphyaagria  are  analo^es  of  Ranunculus. 

The  dilutions  from  1  to  3  seem  to  have  been  geneiallf 
used. 

And  now  a  few  words  about  a  medicine  which  you  know 

•  Brit  Jouru,  of  ffom,,  xxiv,  160;  ii,  274. 

t  Ihid.,  ii,  274. 

J  Jfonthly  Bom.  Meview,  x,  762 ;  Bayes,  9f(5  voce, 

§  I&ic{.,XY,64. 
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1 J  as  an  astringent,  and  do  not  often  use  even  in  that 
padtjy  the  Krameria  root, 

Ratanhia. 

The  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  dried  root. 
There  is  a  pathogenesis  of  Batanhia  in  the  third  volume 
Hartlaub  and  Trinks'  ArzneimUteUekre.    Some  additional 
tnptoms  are  furnished  bj  Teste,  in  his  article  on  the  drug. 
I  can  give  no  general  account  of  the  symptoms  ascribed 

Batanhia.  One  of  them  only,  so  far  as  I  know,  has  led 
practical  results, — "sensation  as  of  a  skin  before  the 
38."  Acting  on  this  very  slight  hint.  Dr.  Madden  tried 
in  a  case  of  pterygium,  and  with  success.  I  have  myself 
kI  it  with  curative  results  in  three  cases  of  this  disease — 
e  in  the  human  subject,  and  two  in  the  lower  animals  (a 
g  and  a  cat  respectively).  Several  other  cases  of  success 
th  it  have  appeared  in  the  Monthly  Homceapathic  Beview 
ring  the  last  few  years. 

Another  symptom  of  Batanhia,  "  dry  heat  at  the  anus,  with 
Iden  stitches  which  the  patient  compares  to  stabs  with  a 
Qknife,"  makes  it  possible  that  it  is  somewhat  homoeopathic 
the  fissure  of  the  anus  which  the  French  physicians  profess 

cure  with  it.  Teste  recommends  it  in  uterine  pains 
lowing  retrocession  of  an  eruption  situated  on  the  lumbar 
pon. 

[  can  say  nothing  about  medicines  allied  to  Batanhia. 
For  dose  I  have  always  used  the  second  dilution ;  but  the 
rt  decimal  has  been  employed  with  benefit. 

And  now  we  come  to  an  old  enemy  of  the  childhood  of  most 
us — happily  unknown,  as  a  drug,  to  our  own  children — 
lubarb,  LaUn6  Bhabarbarum,  or 

Rheum. 

r  tincture  is  made,  like  the  common  one,  from  the  dry 
i. 
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The  pathogenesis  of  Bheum  is  in  the  second  Tolume  of  the 
Beine  ArzneimitteUehre.  It  contains  IM  symptoms  from 
Hahnemann  and  five  others,  and  14  from  authors.  It  was 
also  one  of  the  medicines  tested  by  the  Vienna  Proyen* 
Society ;  whose  results  you  may  read  in  the  sixth  Tolume  d 
the  Brttiah  Journal  of  HomceoptUhyf  or  in  Hempel. 

None  of  these  provings   add  anything  of  import  to  tlie 
knowledge  previously  existing  of  the  action  of  fihuhaib  ct 
the  alimentary  canal.  Of  this  Hahnemann  writes : — ^  It  is  not 
an  easy,  liquid,  and  copious  stool,  or  a  painless  dianhoB^ 
.  which  is  the  primary  action  of  Bhubarb  pn  the  bowels,  M 
rather  a  colicky  and  sometimes  ineffictual  urging  to  alteied 
•evacuations,  which  art)  nevertheless  always  fsecal."    To  tiie 
same  effect  is  the  testimony  of  all  therapeutists.     Bhnfaiib 
is  considered  to  stimulate  the  muscular  fibre  of  the  whob 
length  of  the  intestine,  purging  without  causing  serous  effosioii, 
.and  never — ^however  far  its  action  may  go — infl^mjng  the 
mucous  membrane.    Dr.  Butherford  has  ascertained  that,  like 
Podophyllum,  it  increases  both  the  liquid  and  the  solid  ele- 
ments of  the  bile.    The  constipation  which  often  follows  the 
purgation  of  Bhubarb  seems  due  to  an  after  action  of  the 
tannin  it  contains. 

A  corresponding  form  of  diarrhoea  is  occasionally  met 
with,  especially  in  children :  a  sour  smell  has  been  fotmd 
characteristic  of  it,  and  was  noticed  by  Gross  in  the  course  of 
his  proving.  When  this  morbid  condition  occurs,  Rheuxn^ 
from  the  second  to  the  sixth  dilution — will  give  you  CTCiy 
satisfaction;  and  you  will  feel  glad  that  you  can  use  it  to 
remove  children's  troubles  instead  of  to  cause  them. 

My  next  medicine  is  the  beautiful  Siberian  rose. 

Rhododendron  chrysanthum. 

The  dried  leaves  and  flower-buds  are  the  officinal  portion  of 
the  plant. 

A  proving  of  Ehododendron,  conducted  by  Dr.  Seidel  on 
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f  and  seyeral  others  with  moderate  doses  of  the  mother- 
re,  is  given  in  Stapf 's  Additiana. 

most  characteristic  symptoms  of  Bhododendron  are 
ins  which  it  excites  in  the  muscular  and  fibrous  tissues^ 
16  swelling  and  tenderness  of  the  testes  and  epididymis. 
c^ce  it  has  been  found  useful  accordingly.  It  has  a 
ative  reputation  for  gout  and  rheumatism ;  and  homceo- 

experience  shows  it  to  be  specifically  curati'^e  in  many 
of  these  maladies.  It  seems  especially  serviceable  in 
atism  of  the  cervical  and  thoracic  muscles,  and  in 
atic  neuralgia  of  the  extremities.  The  pains  are  worse 
;,  and  in  cloudy  and  stormy  weather.  I  have  myself 
Rhododendron  with  much  benefit,  acting  on  a  hint  from 
m  experience,  in  rheumatic  face-ache.*  Belief  of  pain 
r  and  after  eating  seems  characteristic  of  it.  Chronic 
ons  of  the  testes — as  orchitis  and  hydrocele — ^have  also 
requently  cured  by  Bhododendron. 
I  stools  characteristic  of  this  drag  are  loose,  but  requiring 
pressure  for  their  expulsion. 

18  and  ClematUf  and  perhaps  BanuncutuB,  are  analoguea 
ododendron.  The  diagnostic  marks  between  it  and 
are  fully  given  in  the  second  volume  of  the  American 
%l  of  HomcBopathic  Materia  MeoUca  (p.  247). 
I  dilutions  from  12  to  30  were  given  in  the  cases  which 
eidel  prefixes  to  his  pathogenesis;  but  in  rheumatic 
palgia  my  experience  is  that  of  the  German  physicians, 
•refer  the  1st  and  2nd  decimal. 

ive  now  to  introduce  you  to  the  medicine,  which,  what* 
he  species  of  the  plant  we  use,  is  known  as] 

Rhus. 

-  this  name  we  include  the  Bhus  toxicodendron,  the 

^,  or  poison  oak;   Bhus  radicans,  the  poison  ivy  or 

and  Bhus  venenata,  the  poison  wood  or  ash*    The  last, 

i  way,  must  not  be  confounded  (as  it  sometimes  is)  with 

*  See  Brit  Joum.  of  Hom^  xxvii,  149. 
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the  Bhu9  yernix  of  LinnsBus,  whicli  grows  in  Japan.  The 
leaves  of  the  two  former  Bpedes,  and  the  jnice  which  exudes 
from  incisions  in  the  bark  of  the  Bhus  venenata,  are  nsed  to 
make  their  tinctures. 

Rhus  toxicodendron  was  proved  by  Hahnemann.  The  second 
volume  of  the  Beine  ArzneitnUtdUhre  contains  a  pathogenen 
ef  976  symptoms,  of  which  more  than  half  are  his  own,  the 
remainder' being  supplied  by  nine  fellow-provers  and  soibb 
authors.  Bhus  radicans  was  proved  by  Br.  Joslin  and  tei 
others :  the  only  record  of  his  experiments  with  which  I  aa 
acquainted  is  that  contained  in  Jahr's  Symptomen  Oodex,  !Qie 
effects  of  Bhus  venenata  have  been  very  fully  ascertained  I7 
Drs.  Burt,  Hoyt,  and  Oehme,  both  by  taking  the  drag  inter- 
nally and  by  exposing  themselves  to  contact  with  its  juice  or 
emanations ;  as  you  may  read  in  Dr.  Hale's  xu^es. 

The  poisonous  influence  of  the  juice  of  all  the  sumachs  hai 
been  found  to  reside  in  a  volatile  acid  which  it  contains. 
Hence  exposure  to  the  emanations  has  almost  as  potent  an 
effect  as  actual  contact  with  the  juice.  I  will  describe  Ike 
results  of  either  in  the  words  of  the  present  Lecturer  on 
Materia  Medica  at  the  Westminster  Hospital : — 

"  The  effects  produced  by  Bhus  are  redness  and  swelling  of 
the  affected  parts,  which,  if  the  exhalations  be  the  exciting 
cause,  are  more  particularly  the  &ce  and  eyes.  Subseqoentlj 
there  is  pain,  and  often  a  considerable  increase  of  tempera- 
ture,  and  the  inflamed  surface  is  generally  studded  with 
vesicles.  Combined  with  these  symptoms,  there  is  an  almost 
unbearable  amount  of  itching,  which  is  not  confined  to  the 
})atches  of  inflammation,  but  diffuses  itself,  more  or  less,  oter 
the  entire  surface  of  the  body,  the  hairy  portions  appeariag 
to  be  very  specially  affected.  The  condition  induced  thin 
appears  to  be  of  an  erythematous  or  eiysipelatous  type.  B 
is  superficial,  but  spreads  rapidly  over  the  sui&oe,  and 
speedily  involves  large  areas  of  tiie  body ;  eventoallj  ex* 
tending  to  the  mucous  membranes,  as  indicated  by  redness 
and  swelling  of  the  throat  and  mouth,  with,  ordinarily,  great 
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thirst,  irritable  cough,  nausea,  vomiting,  vertigo,  dulness  and 
stupefaction  of  head,  and  colicky  pains  throughout  the  abdo- 
men. Thiese  last  are  chiefly  experienced  during  the  night, 
and  are  i^;gravated  by  eating  or  drinking.  Diarrhoea  fre- 
quently ensues,  accompanied  by  tenesmus,  and  the  stools  are 
•often  bloody.  There  is  often  retention  of  the  urine,  or 
^else  diuresis,  and  the  water  is  frequently  accompanied  by 
i>lood. 

**  Bhus  also  induces  pains,  apparently  of  a  rheumatic  kind, 
4Uid  which  are  felt  not  only  in  the  limbs  but  in  the  body, 
ihougli  most  especially  about  the  joints.  Pain  and  stiffheas 
in  the  lumbar  region  are  often  induced,  and  to  these  affectionfl 
18  often  added  a  sense  of  numbness  in  the  lower  extremities. 
The  structures  most  powerfully  afiEected  appear  to  be  the 
fibrous  ones.  The  pains  in  question  are  accompanied  by  a 
Tery  slight  amoimt  of  swelling ;  and,  singular  to  say,  they 
become  intensified  by  rest  and  warmth.  Sleep  is  greatly 
disturbed,  the  patient  becoming  restless,  constantly  turning 
ftbonty  and  often  suffering  from  great  nervous  depression. 

''The  fever  which  sometimes  accompanies  the  effects  of 
Shus,  though  by  no  means  an  imiversal  symptom,  usually 
•occurs,  when  present,  in  the  later  stages,  and  generally  par- 
takes of  a  typhoid  character.  It  is  often  attended  by 
4elirium ;  the  lips  are  apt  to  become  dry  and  parched,  and  to 
he  covered  with  a  brownish  crust.  Sometimes  it  assumes  an 
intermittent  character,  and  is  then  usually  marked  by  profuse 
perspiration. 

**  The  above-described  effects  of  Bhus,  though  so  distress- 
ing to  whoever  may  have  to  endure  them,  appear,  however,  to 
te  very  seldom  fatal;  and  it  is  remarkable  that  a  certain 
constitutional  predisposition  appears  requisite  to  their 
oocorrenoe,  so  that  it  is  only  individuals  who  are  in  danger. 
Were  it  otherwise,  a  plant  so  common  in  its  native  countiy 
as  the  present  would  be  a  perpetual  source  of  trouble  to  the 
penons  dwelling  near.  I  have  myself  witnessed  several 
instaiices  of  the  poisonous  influence,  and  can  personally  vouch 
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for  the  manifeBtation  of  nearly  all  the  phenomena  that  haie 
been  indicated." 

I  have  thought  it  well  to  cite  this  account  from  an  authority 
not  partial  to  the  homoeopathic  doctrine,  as  I  shall  have  to^ 
show  that  the  efficacy  of  Rhus  as  a  medicine  is  displayed  in  the 
very  regions  in  which  it  is  so  active  as  a  poison.  We  shall 
see  it  as  a  remedy  for  many  cutaneous  affections,  for  rheum- 
atism, and  for  typhoid  conditions  of  several  kinds. 

I.  The  action  of  Ehus  on  the  skin  is  obviously  of  a  jerj 
acute  and  specific  kind.  Teste  well  describes  it  as  that  of  "» 
corrosive  caustic,  which,  from  its  extreme  subtiltj,  has  a  ten- 
dency to  invade  large  surfaces,  rather  than  to  penetrate  deeplj 
into  tissues."  He  compares  it  with  Arnica,  which  dips  deeper 
down ;  and  with  Ledum,  whose  influence  is  more  localised. 
Severe  boils  followed  the  primary  symptoms  in  two  of  the 
provers  of  Bhus  venenata.  An  additional  value  for  homoeo- 
pathic purposes  is  given  to  these  effects  by  the  fact  mentioned 
by  Dr.  Phillips,  that  they  only  occur  in  a  certain  number  of 
those  who  are  exposed  to  the  influence  of  the  plant,  ix.,  thej 
are  contingent  upon  special  susceptibility.  Dufresnoy,  more- 
over, states  that  persons,  not  constitutionally  susceptible  to 
the  disorders  induced  by  Ehus  as  a  poisonous  agent,  are  not 
so  likely  to  receive  benefit  from  it  if  used  as  a  medicine.  It 
points  in  the  same  direction  when  we  hear  from  Trousseftii 
and  Pidoux  of  the  symptoms  first  appearing  twenty-five  dajs 
after  inoculation  with  the  juice,  and  from  Fontana  of  their 
recurrence  at  intervals  subsequentiy. 

Correspondingly,  in  cutaneous  affections,  especially  when 
acute,  Ehus  naturally  takes  high  rank  as  a  remedy.  The 
members  of  the  order  Vesiculse— herpes  (especially  h.  zoster), 
eczema,  and  pemphigus — are  the  forms  of  eruption  to  which 
it  is  most  suitable.  I  have  frequently  cured  these  affections 
with  Ehus,  and  indeed  rarely  require  any  other  remedy  for 
them.  Itching  with  burning  is  a  characteristic  indication  for 
it  here.  Dr.  Dunham  recommends  it  in  ecssema  impetiginodes, 
and    Dr.  'Weftselhosft  has  communicated  cases  of  prurigo 
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senilis  and  vnlvse  cured  by  it.*  Still  more  closelj  do  the 
effects  of  Bhus  correspond  with  erythema  and  erysipelas. 
When  this  latter  malady  goes  on  to  the  formation  of  vesicles 
and  bullsB  (vesicular  erysipelas)  Bhus  is  the  standard  remedy 
among  homoeopathists  ;  and  I  have  often  seen  it  act  here  in 
the  most  beautiful  manner.  Teste  seems  justified  in  recom- 
mending it  as  the  best  medicine  to  be  given  in  extensive  but 
superficial  bums. 

It  was  the  accidental  cure  of  an  old  herpetic  eruption  by 
the  development  of  the  cutaneous  symptoms  of  Bhus  poison* 
ing  that  led  to  its  first  introduction  into  medicine,  by  Dufresnoy 
of  Valenciennes.  His  memoir  on  the  subject  (of  which  you 
may  read  a  full  account  in  the  twenty-eighth  volume  of  the 
SriHsh  Journal  of  HomcBopathy)  relates  several  cases  of  a 
similar  kind  in  which  he  gave  the  drug  internally  witL 
distinguished  success.  Like  so  many  other  valuable  pieces  of 
practice,  however,  this  use  of  Bhus  had  perished  in  the  old 
school,  but  has  been  maintained  in  homoeopathy,  to  which  it 
Intimately  belongs. 

U.  The  rheumatoid  pains  described  by  Dr.  Phillips  as 
occurring  in  Bhus  poisoning  are  seen  in  an  especial  degree  in 
the  provers  of  the  drug.  From  Bhus  venenata  the  joints,  as 
i^ell  as  the  fibrous  tissues,  were  affected — especially  the  knees, 
anldeSy  feet,  and  hands ;  but  there  was  no  genuine  synovial 
swelling,  as  with  Bryonia  and  Pulsatilla.  It  is  chiefly  to 
these  rheiunatoid  pains  that  Hahnemann's  well-known  ob- 
servation belongs,  that,  luilike  those  of  Bryony,  they  are  most 
violent  when  the  part  affected  is  in  a  state  of  perfect  rest. 
He  extends  the  statement,  indeed,  to  the  symptoms  produced. 
by  the  drug  generally;  and  the  recent  provings  of  Bhus 
venenata  support  his  statement. 

Bhus  has  thus  come  to  occupy  a  high  place  in  homoeopathic 
therapeutics  amongst  the  remedies  for  rheumatism.  It  is  not 
often  indicated  in  rheumatic  fever.  It  would  be  so  where,  as 
in  a  case  mentioned  by  Dr.  Bayes,  restlessness  and  constant 

*  See  JSrit  Joum,  ^  Sam^  xxxiii^  568. 
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desire  to  change  the  x)08ition  were  present.  Br.  Phillips  also 
says  that ''  in  the  after  stage  of  acute  rheumatic  fever,  when 
aconite  maj  have  been  employed,  and  when  the  temperature 
has  fallen  to  100^,  or  below  it,  and  where  the  patient  still 
suffers  from  wearing  stiffness,  and  aching  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  joints,  rhus  is  positively  invaluable."  But  in 
various  subacute  and  chronic  rheumatic  affections  it  is  a 
most  precious  remedy.  Its  action  is  mainly,  if  not  entirely, 
upon  the  fibrous  tissues — tendons,  £asci»,  sheaths  of  nerves, 
&c. — and  perhaps  the  muscles.  I  do  not  think  that  it  con* 
trols  the  rheumatic  affections  of  the  synovial  membranes,  bat 
only  those  of  the  ligaments  external  to  the  capsules  of  the 
joints.  Nor  do  I  think  that  it  acts  upon  the  nerves  them- 
selves. Its  undoubted  value  in  rheumatic  sciatica*  depends,  I 
take  it,  upon  its  influence  on  the  fibrous  sheath  of  the  nerve, 
which  is  so  often  the  seat  of  the  pain.  It  is  powerless  in  pure 
neuralgia  here  or  elsewhere.  It  is  certainly  the  beet  remedy 
in  most  cases  of  lumbago,  after  Aconite: — ^I  suspect  that  here 
'the  lumbar  fascia  is  the  part  affected  rather  than  the  actul 
muscles.  In  rheumatic  lameness  of  the  lower  extremities, 
depending  largely  upon  the  state  of  the  fascia  lata,  fihus  has 
made  brilliant  cures.f — ^In  all  these  maladies  the  characteristic 
features,  **  worse  at  rest,  relieved  by  motion,"  are  of  immense 
weight  in  determining  our  choice  of  Rhus.  Dr.  Neidhard  has 
added  the  important  observation  that  on  first  moving  after 
rest  the  pains  are  increased.  It  is  not  until  the  parts  haTe 
been  removed  for  some  little  time  that  relief  ensues.  Wi& 
Bryony,  on  the  other  hand,  the  longer  the  movement  con- 
tinues, the  worse  the  pains  become ;  and  with  fihododendroo« 
movement  relieves  from  the  first.  Dr.  Carroll  Dunham  has 
drawn  out  these  characteristics  of  the  pains  of  Rhus  in  a 
very  interesting  manner,  in  some  observations  on  the  drug 
which  you  will  find  in  the  fifteenth  volume  of  the  MimlUy 
MomcBopaihic  Review,  **  The  rheumatic  symptoms  of  the  drug" 

*  See  case  in  Brit,  Jomm,  of  Sam,,  id,  146. 
t  See  Ibid„  xxY,  661. 
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be  says,,  "come  on  with  severity  during  repose,  and  they 
increase  as  long  as  the  patient  remains  quiet,  until,  at  length, 
their  severity  compels  him  to  move.  Now,  on  first  attempting 
to  move,  he  finds  himself  veiy  stiff,  and  the  very  first  move- 
ment is  exceedingly  painful.  But  as  he  continues  to  move, 
however,  the  stiffness  is  relieved  and  the  pains  decidedly 
decrease,  the  patient  feeling  much  better."  He  goes  on  to 
point  out  that  this  improvement  does  not  continue  indefi- 
nitely ;  for  weariness  readily  comes  on  in  such  patients,  and 
then  rest  is  at  first  grateful,  only  after  a  while  to  be  disturbed 
by  a  recurrence  of  the  aching  pain. 

The  action  of  Ehus  on  the  white  fibrous  tissues  has  led  to 
its  being  used  in  the  treatment  of  sprains.  Hahnemann  says, 
— **  I  have  recognised  in  these  latter  years  that  Rhus  is  the 
beat  specific  against  the  consequences  of  muscular  strains  and 
contusions."  He  does  not  say  what  relation  it  bears  to  Arnica 
here;  nor  do  I  know  that  general  experience  has  found  it 
superior  or  even  equal  to  that  medicine. 

m.  The  fever  of  B&us  poisoning  is  at  first  sympathetic 
with  the  dermatitis  that  is  set  up.  But  later  here,  as  pointed 
out  by  Dr.  Phillips,  and  perhaps  primarily  (as  suggested  by 
the  provings)  from  the  internal  use  of  the  drug,  a  febrile  con- 
dition of  low  and  nervous  type  is  set  up,  with  diarrhoea  and 
prostration.  Hahnemann  was  led  thereby  to  use  Bhus  as  a 
principal  remedy  for  the  epidemic  fever  which  ravaged  Ger- 
many in  1813.  Whether  it  was  true  typhus,  or  (as  Dr.  Bussell 
thinks)  relapsing  fever,  is  doubtful :  but  this  at  least  is  certain, 
that  while  the  mortality  under  the  ordinary  treatment  was 
considerable,  Hahnemann  treated  183  patients  without  a  single 
death.*  He  also  recommended  it,  in  alternation  with  Biyonia, 
in  the  consecutive  fever  of  cholera.t 

Bhus  has  accordingly  taken  rank  as  an  important  anti- 
typhoid remedy  in  homoeopathic  practice.  Drs.  Wurmb  and 
CSaspar,  from  their  experience  in  the  Leopoldstadt  Hospital  at 

•  LetMer  WrUimgM,  p.  712. 
t  Ibid,,  p.  847. 
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Vienna,  define  its  place  in  typhus  and  enteric  fever.  It  cor- 
responds, they  say,  to  an  erethistic  type  of  the  malady,  sach 
as,  when  more  severe,  requires  Arsenic.  Dr.  Dtmham  points 
out  that  a  corresponding  condition  is  apt  to  supervene  in  the 
course  of  measles  *  and  scarlatina ;  and  that  here  fihus  is  no 
less  indicated  and  beneficial.  In  the  latter  disease,  he  sajs, 
it  is  still  more  strongly  called  for  "  if  there  be  an  cedematous 
condition  of  the  fauces,  soft  palate,  and  uvula,  with  vesicles 
upon  these  parts,  and  a  singularly  annoying  itching,  smarting, 
and  burning."  Epidemics  of  influenza  sometimes  present  this 
condition  of  the  throat,  with  great  debility ;  and  here  also 
Bhus  is  remedial. 

Another  variety  of  scarlatina  in  which  I  have  much  confi- 
dence in  Bhus  is  that  in  which  rheumatic  symptoms  appear. 
I  speak  of  the  "  scarlatina  rheumatica  "  of  this  country ;  bat 
I  should  think  the  remedy  equally  applicable  to  the  epidemic 
disease  which  sometimes  bears  this  name — the  **  dengue  "  of 
America  and  the  Indies.  I  would  suggest  the  Rhus  venenata 
here,  on  account  of  the  implication  o^  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  mouth  and  throat,  which  is  seen  most  prominentlj  in 
the  pathogenesis  of  this  variety.  On  this  account  I  gate  it 
once,  and  with  much  success,  in  a  relapse  of  Ceylon  fever  in  a 
patient  lately  returned  from  that  island. 

These  cutaneous,  rheumatic,  and  febrile  disorders  form  the 
main  sphere  of  action  of  Bhus  in  homoeopathic  practice.  Of 
its  anti-paralytic  virtues  we  have  not,  perhaps,  sufi&cienUj 
availed  ourselves.  Dufresnoy  first  brought  these  to  light  bj 
accident.  Giving  the  medicine  for  a  hemiplegia,  under  the 
supposition  that  it  was  caused  by  a  repelled  eruption,  he  cured 
his  patient,  though  mistaken  as  to  the  origin  of  the  malady. 
He  therefore  gave  it  in  other  paralytic  affections,  often  with 
benefit ;  and  his  practice  was  followed  with  the  same  results 
by  Alderson  in  England.  Improvement,  as  with  Collin's  use 
of  Arnica,  was  generally  preceded  by  pains  and  other  sensa- 
tions in  the  affected  parts.     It  is  doubtful  whether  Bhus  acts 

*  ^ft  e^««\Tv  BtU.  Joiirn,  of  JEToM.,  xxx,  687. 
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homceopatbicallj  here.  The  paralytic  sjmptoms  of  its  patho- 
genesis are  rather  those  of  general  prostration  than  of  special 
depression  of  the  motor  centres;  and  the  only  recorded 
experience  of  its  value  in  the  school  of  Hahnemann  is  that 
of  TrinkSy  who  gave  it  in  increasing  doses  of  the  mother- 
tincture.  The  paralysis  in  all  these  cases  is  described  as 
painless.  But  there  is  a  paralytic  condition  which  is  far  from 
being  painless,  viz.  the  rheumatic  form ;  and  in  the  minute 
doses  commonly  used  by  homoeopathists  it  is  here  that  Bhus 
has  been  chiefly  used.  It  often  results  from  exposure  of  the 
back  or  seat  to  damp  cold.  Dr.  Dunham  suggests  that  para- 
plegia occurring  in  yoimg  children  is  generally  thus  caused ; 
and  states  that  it  readily  yields  to  Ehus,  and  an  occasional 
dose  of  Sulphur.* 

Bhus  is,  moreover,  thoroughly  homoeopathic  to  affections  of 
the  mucous  membrane  resembling  those  which  it  causes  on 
the  cutaneous  surface.  The  late  Sir  James  Simpson  has  well 
shown  that  conditions  answering  to  erythema  and  eczema  of 
the  skin  are  not  imcommon  on  the  lining  membrane  of  the 
bowels  and  other  parts,  especially  in  women.  Bhus  is  also 
beneficial  in  diarrhoea  and  dysentery  associated  with  low 
general  conditions,  as  typhus  f  and  scorbutus.  The  mucous 
membrane  it  influences  most  powerfully  is  the  conjunctiva. 
In  the  sixth  volume  of  the  BrUiah  Journal  of  Homoeopathy 
Dr.  Dudgeon  has  collected  numerous  testimonies,  from  both 
old  and  new  schools,  to  its  value  in  strumous  ophthalmia. 
Perhaps  the  phlyctenular  character  of  the  affection  has  some- 
thing to  do  with  its  usefulness  here ;  and  it  is  noteworthy  that 
there  is  often  an  association  of  general  eczema  of  the  face. 
When  this  occurs,  Bhus  is  doubly  indicated. 

Several  other  facts  about  Bhus,  and  applications  of  it  as  a 
medicine,  may  be  gleaned  from  Dr.  Dimham's  study  of  the 
drug,  which  I  cannot  too  warmly  commend  to  your  notice. 
His  observation  as  to  the  acridity  communicated  by  it  to  all  the 

•  See  case  in  Brit.  Journ,  of  Horn.,  xxviii,  793. 
t  See  MofUhly  Horn,  Eevieio,  xvi,  788. 
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fluids  and  secretions  of  J  the  body  is  especially  worthy  of 
notice. 

The  medicines  most  allied  to  Rhus  afe  CroUm,  BanuHctdui, 
Ledum,  Bhododendran,  and  Bryonia. 

In  recent  cutaneous  affections  I  recommend  the  6th  dilu- 
tion :  in  chronic,  from  the  Ist  to  the  drd  decimal,  as  also  in 
Bhingles  and  eiysipelas.  In  chronic  rhemnatiffln  the  higher 
dilutions  seem  to  have  made  the  best  cures;  while  in  pandysiB 
and  strumous  ophthalmia  the  material  doses  of  Old  Medicine 
have  given  the  drug  its  reputation.  Hahnemann  says  that 
the  action  of  Rhus  is  slow ;  and  that  improvement  is  rarelj 
perceived  (I  hope  he  means  in  chronic  cases)  until  thirty-six 
hours  after  the  administration  of  the  dose. 

Once  again  we  turn  to  America,  as  she  sends  us  the  yellow 
dock, 

Rumex  crispus. 

The  fresh  root  is  used  in  the  preparation  of  the  tinct^ire. 

The  original  proving  of  Kumex,  by  Dr.  Joslin,  is  in  the 
second  volume  of  the  American  Haniceopathic  Beview.  The 
pathogenesis  is  given,  with  numerous  clinical  cases,  in  the 
second  edition  of  Dr.  Hale's  New  Remedies,  Several  persons 
took  part  in  the  provings,  using  both  the  tincture  •and  the 
dilutions. 

Eumex  Las  some  influence  on  the  skin  and  alimentarj 
mucous  membrane,  causing  in  the  former  an  itching  which  is 
increased  by  exposure  to  cool  air,  and  relieved  by  warmth 
(herein  contrasting  with  that  of  Sulphur  and  Mercury),  and 
in  the  latter  a  sense  of  weight  at  the  stomach,  and  a  morning 
diarrhoea.  Its  main  action,  however,  is  exerted  upon  the 
respiratory  mucous  membrane,  and  especially  that  of  the 
larynx ;  where  it  diminishes  secretion  while  exalting  sensi- 
bility. Hence  changes  in  voice,  and  a  dry  titillating  cough. 
The  action  hardly  goes  on  to  inflammation. 

Rumex  \m^  cxxtqvI  ^ome  cases   of   gastric  and  intestinal 
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derangement  characteorised  as  above,  especially  morning  diar- 
rhoea. It  should  be  thought  of  in  prurigo,  where  the  itching 
has  the  imusual  characteristic  of  that  excited  by  the  drug. 
Dr.  Searle  communicates  to  the  third  volume  of  the  United 
States  Medical  and  Swrgical  Journal  an  account  of  the  con- 
tagious prurigo,  or  ''army  itch,"  so  frequently  observed 
during  the  late  American  war.  After  trying  several  ordinary 
remedies  in  vain,  he  found  Eumex  crispus  its  specific.  He 
gave  several  drops  of  the  first  decimal  dilution  for  a  dose. 

But  the  chief  use  of  Eumex  is  in  laryngo-tracheal  cough, 
of  which  quite  an  array  of  cases  may  be  read  in  Dr.  Hale's 
article.  The  symptoms  are  those  of  catarrh,  with  excessive 
irritability  of  the  laryngo-tracheal  mucous  membrane,  causing 
a  violent,  incessant,  and  fatiguing  cough,  with  little  expectora- 
tion. Pressure,  talking,  and  especiaUy  inspiration  of  cool 
air,  cause  aggravation.  There  is  often  a  sense  of  excoriation 
behind  the  sternum.  I  have  several  times  prescribed  Eumex 
.with  success  in  this  kind  of  cough,  but  quite  as  often  with 
entire  failure,  though  it  seemed  thoroughly  indicated.  When 
it  cures,  it  does  so  with  almost  magical  rapidity; 

The  analogues  of  Eumex  in  the  respiratoiy  sphere  are 
stated  by  Dr.  Carroll  Dunham  to  be  Lachesis^  BeUadonna, 
Causticumy  and  Phosphorus,  His  sketch  of  the  laryngeal 
symptoms  of  the  five  medicines  respectively  (given  by  Dr. 
Hale)  is  a  model  of  delicate  application  and  discriminate 
comparison.  I  would  add  to  his  four  analogues  a  fifth,  Spongia, 
In  its  relation  to  morning  diarrhoea,  Eumex  corresponds  to 
Apis,  Nuphar,  Podophyllum,  and  Sulphur. 

Nearly  all  the  recorded  cures  have  been  made  with  the 
dilutions  from  the  6th  to  the  80th. 

My  last  medicine  to-day  is  the  common  rue, 

Ruta  graveolens. 

The  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  whole  plant,  which  should 
be  quite  fresh. 
The  proving  of  Euta  is  in  the  fourth  volume  of  the  Eeine 
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ArzneimUtellehre.    It  contains  26  symptoms  from  HahneTnann, 
259  from  eight  others,  and  3  from  authors. 

*^  Hardly  any  medicine,"  writes  Stille, "  was  more  frequently 
employed  of  old,  or  with  greater  confidence  in  its  virtues, 
than  this  now  neglected  plant."  Its  poisonous  action  shows 
it  to  be  an  acro-narcotic,  with  a  special  action  upon  the  uteros. 
This  last  has  lately  been  studied  by  Dr.  H^e,  of  Nantes, 
who  finds  it  cause  both  active  determination  of  blood  to  the 
organ,  and  contraction  of  its  muscular  walls.  Bue  is  thus 
emmenagogue  and  abortifacient,  which  properties  of  the 
plant  have  long  been  known  and  utilised  in  domestic,  and  to 
some  extent  in  professional,  practice.  We  of  course  torn 
them  to  account  by  giving  Euta,  not  in  amenorrhoea,  but  in 
meno-  and  metrorrhagia ;  and  not  to  cause  miscarriage,  bat  to 
avert  it.  In  the  former  use  of  it  we  have  the  countenance  of 
an  old- school  celebrity,  M.  Beau  of  La  Charite,  who  appears 
quite  unconscious  of  the  homoeopathicity  of  his  practice.* 

In  Hahnemann's  proving  the  chief  symptoms  elicited  are 
pains  in  the  bones,  joints,  and  cartilages,  especially  of  a 
"bruised'*  oharacter.  "Euta  seems,"  he  remarks,  "to 
•excite  many  pains  in  the  bones  or  the  periosteum."  It  has 
Accordingly  been  used  in  the  treatment  of  rheumatism, 
especially  of  the  wrist  and  ankle ;  and  in  bruises  of  the 
periosteum.  Dr.  Henriques  has  published  an  interesting 
case  in  which  an  ununited  fracture  in  a  cachectic  patient 
rapidly  took  on  healing  action  under  its  influence.f  The 
tenesmus  which  the  provings  show  it  to  cause  in  the  rectum 
and  bladder — even  to  prolapse  of  the  former — well  correspond 
to  its  action  on  the  uterus,  and  should  receive  homoeopathic 
application. 

Yet  another  virtue  of  rue  is  its  undoubted  power  in 
dimness  of  vision  caused  by  over-exertion  of  the  eves. 
Hahnemann  mentions  it  as  commended  by  Eosenstein, 
^wedjaur,  and  Chomel  in  this  trouble,  and  points  to  S.  38, 

•  See  Brit.  Journ.  of  Horn.,  xxi,  343. 
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and  39  in  his  '^  Observations  of  Others/'  as  showing  that  the- 
drug  causes  what  it  cures.  A  Hungarian  physician^ 
M.  Elgajaki,  has  lately  drawn  attention  to  the  same  double- 
series  of  facts.  Ophthalmology  has  not  yet  ascertained  for 
us  what  is  the  precise  pathological  condition  induced  by  Euta 
or  removed  by  it ;  and  meanwhile  we  must  content  ourselves 
with  phenomenal  indications.  You  will  remember  that  it 
was  ''  with  euphrasy  and  rue "  that  Milton's  angel  purged 
Adam's  visual  nerve,  that  he  might  see. 

Orocus  and  Sahina  in  the  uterine  sphere,  Mezereum  and 
Fhytolacca  in  the  locomotive  organs,  and  perhaps  Euphrasia  in 
the  eyes,  correspond  to  Buta.  M.  Beau  says  that  rue  is  to 
savin  what  Ipecacuanha  is  to  Tartar  emetic. 

The  second  dilution  is  recommended  by  Hahnemann.  In 
Dr.  Henriques'  case  the  twelfth  was  given. 
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SABA.DILLA^  SABINA^  SAMBUCUS,  SANGUIKARIA,  8ABBACSIU| 
SARSAPARILLA^  SCILLA,  SECALB^  SELENIUM^  SKNBCip, 
SENEGA.   SEPIA. 


SENEGA^   SEPIA. 


The  medicines  beginning  with  the  letter  S,  on  whidi  we 
now  enter,  will  occupy  us  a  much  longer  time  than  those 
which  have  E  for  their  initial. 

We  will  begin  with  the  Indian  barley, 

Sabadilla. 

A  tincture  and  triturations  are  prepared  from  the  dried 
capsuled  seeds  as  imported. 

The  proving  of  Sabadilla  is  in  Stapf's  Additions,  It 
appears  to  have  been  a  thorough  one,  having  been  conducted 
with  the  mother-tincture  on  upwards  of  eleven  healthy 
persons. 

Sabadilla  contains  veratria,  of  which  we  shall  speak  when 
we  come  to  Veratrum  album ;  and,  besides  the  virtues  of  that 
alkaloid,  it  has  acrid  properties  of  its  own.  Its  proving 
exhibits  many  well-characterised  symptoms,  but  it  has  been 
very  little  employed  in  disease.  Stapf  writes : — "  among  the 
maDy  important  and  characteristic  symptoms  of  SabadilU 
which  every  observing  physician  will  easily  recognise,  the 
Sabadilla  fever  is  especially  remarkable.  Sabadilla  is  not 
only  a  specific  for  a  certain  kind  of  very  bad  angina,  and 
to  a  rare  kind  of  pleurisy  (where  no  inflammatory  fever  or 
thirst  is  present,  and  the  patient  complains  of  coldness  mingled 
with  isolated  flushes  of  heat),  but  also  for  some  forms  of  ague 
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rhere  the  chillinees  sets  in  with  nausea  and  inclinaticm  to 
'omity  recurs  frequentlj,  and  sometimes  alternates  with  flushes 
i  heat ;  and  where  the  heat  is  more  perceptible  in  the  face 
jid  on  the  hands  than  on  the  rest  of  the  body.  There  is 
bhsence  of  thirst  both  in  the  cold  and  in  the  hot  stage."  Dr. 
)ajes  commnnicates  some  nnique  experience  with  it  in  hay- 
ever,  in  which  he  regards  it  as  of  the  greatest  possible  nse. 
^  The  method,"  he  writes,  ^  I  have  fonnd  most  serviceable  for 
ts  administration  has  been  to  order  the  olfaction  of  the  third 
ledmal  tincture  several  times  a  day,  and  the  taking  of  one 
bop  two  or  three  times  a  day  in  water.  By  this  means  I  have 
nred  a  number  of  severe  cases,  and  have  made  many  finn 
Kmverts  to  our  system  of  medicine."  He  has  also  used  it  in 
ither  cases  of  coryza,  with  severe  frontal  pains  and  redness  of 
he  eyelids,  with  great  benefit. 

Sabadilla  is  a  medicine  to  which  you  will  more  frequently 
w  led  by  a  repertory  than  by  a  priori  knowledge  of  its  action. 
¥hen,  however,  you  are  directed  to  it  by  its  homoeopathicity 
o  the  morbid  condition  before  you,  you  may  employ  it  with 
onfldence. 

Staphyea^ria  and  Veratrum  aUntm  seem  somewhat  analogous 
sedidnes. 

We  come  next  to  a  better  known  medicine  in  the  shape  of 
avin,  the  Juniperus 

Sabina. 

Elie  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  fresh  leaves  and  green 
ops ;  or  from  the  oil  distilled  from  the  same,  dissolved  in 
ther.  It  is  not  satisfactorily  soluble  in  alcohol.  Sometimes 
he  oil  is  triturated  with  sugar  of  milk. 

The  proving  of  this  drug  also  is  in  Stapfs  Addiiiane.  Ten 
ixperimenters  are  mentioned ;  but  nothing  is  said  about  the 
lows  they  took. 

Savin  is  a  general  irritant,  stimulating  the  circulation  and 
ongesting  the  brain  and  lungs,  and  also  inflaming  the  kidneys 
)j  which  it  is  eliminated,  so  that  the  urine  becomes  bloody  and 
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albuininoufl.  It  also  manifests  a  specific  influence  over  the 
pelvic  organs,  causing  strangury  in  front,  bloody  stools  behind,  i 
and  between  the  two  metritis  with  hsBmorrhage,  and  (in  preg-  j 
nant  women)  abortion.  This  uterine  action  of  the  drug  hv 
given  it  its  chief  therapeutic  application.  It  is  of  course  used 
in  the  old  school  as  an  emmenagogue,  and  enjoys  some  littk 
repute  in  that  capacity.  Dr.  Madden  has  shown  that  it  mar 
occasionally  be  used  without  harm  in  this  way.*  But  it  mvA 
be  remembered  that  it  acts  here  as  a  purgative  opens  the 
bowels ;  and  its  use  in  our  hands  must  be  corresponding; 
exceptional.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  a  most  valuable 
homoeopathically  acting  remedy  for  ovario-uterine  excitement; 
as  in  menorrhagia  where  the  blood  is  bright  red,  in  metnff- 
rhagia,  in  threatened  miscarriage  from  irritation,  and  is 
metritis — in  a  case  of  which  disease  in  an  acute  form  I  have 
seen  it  effect  a  most  satisfactory  cure.  The  presence  of  con- 
sentaneous rectal  and  vesical  irritation  adds  weight  to  the 
indications  for  the  choice  of  Sabina  in  these  disorders. 
M.  Beau,  whom  I  have  already  quoted  as  a  witness  to  the 
value  of  Buta  in  uterine  hsemorrhage,  extols  savin  as  it» 
chief  remedy.  He  will  have  it  exactly  homoeopathic,  more- 
over :  for  it  is  in  "  hssmorrhagic  metritis,"  "  metritis  accom- 
panied by  flooding,"  that  he  gives  it.  One  grain  of  the 
powder  is  given  for  a  dose,  and  very  often  needs  no  repe- 
tition.f 

Sabina  caused  in  the  provers  an  unusual  number  of  sym- 
ptoms relating  to  the  joints,  even  so  far  as  to  set  up  heat, 
redness,  and  swelling.  It  has  been  used  in  both  schools  for 
what  are  vaguely  called  "  arthritic  affections."  The  conne^ 
tion  which  has  recently  been  traced  between  rheumatic  goot 
and  the  uterine  functions  makes  it  probable  that  this  is  th^ 

•  See  cage  in  BrU.  Joum,  of  Horn,,  xxiv,  301. 

t  See  Brit,  Joum.  of  Sbm,,  zxi,  342.  Aran  had  reoommended  it  befo* 
him  (vol.  iii,  p.  416).  Recent  therapeatists  attempt  to  make  oat  that  it » 
in  atonic  menorrhagia  that  Sahina  is  coratiTe  ;  hut  M.  Bean  if  agtitf^ 
them. 
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malady  in  which,  espedallj  when  recent,  Sabina  would  be 
earative,  I  have  used  it  once  or  twice  upon  these  indications 
with  very  satis&^^iy  results.  It  has  occasionally  relieved  the 
paroxysm  of  true  gout. 

As  allied  medicines  to  Sabina  I  may  name  Belladonna,  Crocus 
^tdtatUla,  Buta,  and  TriUium, 

All  dilutions,  from  the  1st  to  the  24th,  and  even  the  crude 
oil  or  powder,  have  in  various  hands  proved  efficacious.  I 
myself  am  very  well  satisfied  with  the  2nd  and  3rd  decimal. 

The  next  name  on  my  list  is  the  common  elder, 

Saiinbucus  nigra. 

The  fresh  inner  bark  of  the  young  branches  is  used  for  the 
iinctare. 

There  is  a  pathogenesis  of  Sambucus  in  the  fifth  volume  of 
'Ae  Materia  Medica  Fura,  containing  20  symptoms  from 
Hahnemann,  and  99  from  five  others.  The  articles  in  Hempel 
and  Teste  also  should  be  consulted. 

The  only  facts  about  the  physiological  action  of  Sambucus 
to  which  I  can  assign  importance  are  that  it  is  a  powerful 
todorific ;  and  that  it  has  caused  asthmatic  phenomena.*  Its 
therapeutic  use  accordingly  has  been  to  moderate  excessive 
sweating,  and  to  relieve  asthma,  laryngismus  stridulus,  and 
the  obstructive  coryza  of  infants.  I  have  myself  found  it  of 
sreat  use  in  checking  those  debilitating  perspirations  which 
often  retard  convalescence  after  delivery.  I  think,  too,  that 
I  hare  seen  some  benefit  from  it  in  asthma.  Dr.  Bayes  writes : 
^-"  in  the  suffocating  cough  of  children,  waking  them  up  in 
the  middle  of  the  night,  and  accompanied  by  rough  sibilant 
wheezing,  and  great  dyspnoea,  but  without  croup,  I  have 
found  small  doses  of  Sambucus  f  of  the  most  rapid  service.'* 
It  has  some  repute  among  us  in  laryngismus  stridulus. 

Teste  describes  some  neuralgic  pains  in  the  forearms  which 
it  cores. 

JeonUe  and  fyecacuanha  are  allied  remedies. 

*  See  Hahnemann's  sixth  symptom. 
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The  Ist  decimal  is  the  dilution  I  have  used  in  diaphoresk 
and  asthma,  and  Hahnemann  himself  recommends  the  pur& 
juice  to  be  given. 

America  again  comes  forward  to  furnish  us  with  our  next 
medicine,  the  blood-root, 

Sanguinaria  Canadensis. 

The  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  rhizoma. 

There  is  a  pathogenesis  in  the  MoUeria  MecUca  of  Ameno» 
Provinga,  Dr.  Hale's  article  in  his  New  Bemedies  shoxdd  aJso 
be  consulted. 

The  physiological  effects  of  Sanguinaria  are  not  y&j 
distinctly  known.  It  seems  to  be  a  general  irritant.  It 
comes  to  us  from  the  botanic  practitioners  of  America  with 
a  high  reputation  in  the  treatment  of  aiSections  of  the  respira- 
tory organs.  It  is  said  to  haye  proved  curative  in  homoeo- 
pathic practice  in  membranous  croup  andoedematous  laryngitis^ 
in  chronic  cough  with  hectic,  and  even  in  incipient  phthisis. 
Dr.  Hale  recommends  it  in  the  third  stage  of  pneumom 
(grey  hepatization)  ;  and  Dr.  Drysdale  also  in  pulmooaij 
abscess.*  Then  again  Dr.  0.  Hering  states  that  Sanguinaria 
is  the  best  medicine  we  have  for  recurring  sick-headache. 
Lastly,  Dr.  Gray  of  New  York  recommaids  it  for  the  flushings 
which  are  so  annoying  at  the  climacteric  age. 

I  have  myself  tried  Sanguinaria  in  all  these  conditions, 
where  the  symptoms  indicated  it.  My  experience  with  it  ha» 
been  on  the  whole  satisfactory ;  but  I  cannot  yet  assign  its 
exact  place  in  relation  to  other  medicines. 

Dr.  Hale  compares  Sanguinaria  with  Fhosphanu  and  Lyc(h 
podium :  to  me  SciUa  seems  its  closest  anal(^|ue. 

Both  high  and  very  low  dilutions  seem  to  have  been  used 
with  advantage. 

I  would  now  say  a  few  words  upon  the  pitcher-plant, 

*  Monihfy  Horn,  Seview,  x,  349. 
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Sarracenia  purpurea. 

A  tincture  of  the  root,  or  triturations  of  the  whole  drj 
plant,  seem  the  best  preparations. 

Provings  of  Sarracenia,  instituted  by  three  persons,  with 
substantial  doses,  are  contained  in  the  second  edition  of 
Dr.  Hale's  New  Eemediea,  and  in  the  therapeutic  portion  of 
the  fourth  edition  you  may  read  its  clinical  history. 

Sarracenia  came  into  medical  practice  some  fifteen  jeaatn 
ago  with  a  high  repute  among  the  American  Indians  as  a 
remedy  for  smallpox.  Several  English  and  American 
practitioners  reported  most  favourably  of  its  virtues :  it 
seemed  to  promote  eruption  at  first,  but  to  check  maturation 
afterwards,  so  that  imvaccinated  subjects  recovered  as  if  they 
had  only  had  varioloid.  Mr.  Marston's  trial  of  it  at  the  Small- 
pox Hospital,  however,  proved  imsuccessful ;  and  it  has 
fallen  out  of  use  in  the  old  school.  Its  homoeopathic 
pioTings  showed  a  power  of  developing  feverishness,  with 
pains  in  the  bones  and  soreness  of  the  limbs,  not  imlike 
that  with  which  variola  sets  in ;  and  Dr.  Miracas  in  Spain,  Dr. 
Cigliano  in  Italy,  and  Dr.  Mouremans  in  Belgium  have 
published  reports  of  its  use  which  seem  to  show  it  possessed 
of  no  little  efficacy.  We  need  further  experimentation  to 
fix  its  place  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease. 

The  dilutions  from  the  1st  decimal  to  the  3rd  centesimal 
hare  been  those  in  which  Sarracenia  has  l;>een  used. 

Next,  of 

SarsapariUa, 

of  which  also   triturations,  or   a  tincture  of  the  root,  are 
prepared  in  homoeopathic  pharmacy. 

There  is  a  pathogenesis  of  Sarsaparilla  in  the  fourth 
volume  of  the  Beine  AnneimUtellehre^  containing  34  symptoms 
from  Hahnemann,  and  111  from  four  others.  Nenning  then 
proved  it  for  Hartlaub  and  Trinks'  ArznemiUelWwey  the 
second  volume  of  which  contains  347  symptoms  from  him. 
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In  the  Chronic  Diseases  all  these  are  incorporated,  together 
with  some*  new  gjmptoms  from  Schreter,  making  561  in  all. 
An  arrangement  of  these  materials,  with  clinical  ohsenra- 
tions  interspersed,  appears  in  Dr.  Hering's  Materia  Medica. 

It  has  long  been  said  in  the  old  school  that  physicians  despise 

while  surgeons  swear  bj  this  medicine.    Dr.  Clifford  AUbutt 

lias  lately  proved  an  exception  to  his  class  in  this  respect ; 

for  he  has  come  forward  to  show  the  benefits  of  the  practioe 

followed  in  the  Leeds  Infirmary  of  giving   Sarsaparilla  in 

large  doses — ^from  twelve  ounces  to  a  pint  of  the  compoimd 

decoction  daily.*     In  this  way  he  is  able  to  benefit  old 

•syphilitic   patients   whose   condition  would  otherwise  seem 

hopeless — "patients,"  he  says,  "whose    constitutions   haye 

been  imdermined  by  want  of   nourishment  or  by  excesses, 

who  have  gone  through  many  courses  of   mercury,  whose 

rritable  mucous  membranes  will  not  bear  any  more  iodide  of 

potassium,  and  who  are  so  sallow,  so  worn,  so  broken  down, 

so  eaten  up  by  disease  as  to  seem  fit  only  for  the  grave.'' 

The  large  quantities  required,  and  the  fact  that  the  compound 

decoction  (which    seems  always  the  preparation  employed) 

€onti.ins  also  mezereum,  guaiacum,  and  sassafras,  show  that, 

whatever  use  we  may  make  of  such  practice,  we  are  not 

thereby  turning  to  account  any  specific  properties  of  the 

drug. 

The  proving  shows  considerable  irritation  of  the  urinaxy 
organs,  and  Dr.  Hering  gives  many  testimonies  to  the  power 
of  Sarsaparilla  to  relieve  the  sufferings  attendant  on  grarel 
It  seems  also  to  have  some  relation  to  asthma — the  associa- 
tion of  this  trouble  with  gravel,  and  their  mutual  dependence 
on  gout,  must  be  remembered.   In  another  direction,  we  find  it 
acting  well  in  gonorrhoeal  rheumatism.    Dr.  Guernsey  gives 
as  its  "  key-note  " — "  much  pain  at  the  conclusion  of  passing 
water,  especially  in  women."     Schreter  foimd  a  gravedo  of 
six  months'  standing  lessen,  so  that  his  head  became  free, 
from  the  first  day  of  his  proving. 

•  Fmetitiomer,  iy,  267.    -   ' 
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Teste  makes  a  curious  statement  about  this  drug,  wliicli  I 
give  you  for  what  it  is  worth.  "  When  a  child  with  red  hair 
takes  Sarsaparilla  for  three  months  (three  teaspoonsf ul  a  day 
<Kf  a  solution  in  four  ounces  of  distilled  water  of  three  drops 
of  tincture  at  the  eighteenth),  his  hair  absolutely  changes 
colour.  From  red  it  becomes  a  light  flaxen.  It  is  to  be 
remarked  that  Sarsaparilla  in  such  a  case  causes  no  appreci* 
^le  organic  trouble :  the  health  of  the  child  is  in  no  way 
affected." 

The  higher  potencies  only  have  been  used. 

We  will  now  speak  of  squills,  imder  the  name  of 

maritima. 


A  tincture  is  prepared  for  our  use  from  the  recent  bulb. 

There  is  a  pathogenesis  of  Scilla  in  the  third  yolume  of 
the  Beine  ArzneimiUeUehre,  containing  86  symptoms  from 
Hahnemann,  172  from  seven  associates,  and  30  from  authors. 

The  acrid  properties  of  squill,  which  are  manifest  enough  on 
{he  skin  or  in  the  stomach  from  its  local  application,  remain  in  it 
when  absorbed,  and  manifest  themselves  more  or  less  every- 
where: it  sets  up  irritation  in  the  nervous  system,  in  the 
respiratory  and  urinary  organs,  and  on  the  cutaneous  surface. 
It  is  in  the  second  and  third  of  these  regions  that  its  influence 
is  most  felt ;  so  that  it  is  ranked  in  old-school  therapeutics 
as  expectorant  and  diuretic,  in  either  action  being  qualified  as 
*^  stimulating."  Studied  physiologically,  we  find  that  in  its 
mildest  operation  it  excites  (as  Hahnemann  says)  the  muci- 
parous glands  of  the  trachea  and  bronchi,  and  the  urinary 
secretion  so  far  as  its  aqueous  portion  is  concerned.  When 
it  acts  more  powerfully,  inflammatory  symptoms  are  mani- 
fested in  both  r^ons,  going  on  to  bronchitis  and  pleuro- 
pneumonia in  one,  and  to  nephritis,  strangury,  and  suppressed 
— or  scanty,  bloody,  and  albuminous — ^urine  in  the  other. 

Squill,  being  thus  expectorant  and  diuretic  in  ordinary 
practice,  it  has   been   used  by  homoeopathists  mainly  for 
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.^.,;^^  x-zi  iS-^'^ae^^  ie.:^i3i>ii,  aad  for  diabetes  insipidus. 
':r   *-'«-  "^r>   svcirii-j^  I  can  commend  it  highly.     But 

rzj  ii  should  not  be  used,  on  the  principle 
2  T^»ne  higher  degrees  of  irritation  which  it 
r^  -3i«?9«nce  of  inflanimatorr  action  is  always  held 
[iirtfK  :c  in  ordinary  practice ;  and,  as  I  have  often 
tm  vVRVsponds  to  our  pro.  Hahnemann  justlj 
:cs  aierely  palliative  action  in  chronic  dropsies 
^^  -fi^irr  inne.  But  in  an  earlier  treatise  *  he  had  pointed 
r  -«a^  quite  homoeopathic  to  rapid  acute  dropsiisd 
vxtii  oppression  of  urine.  He  also  Siiys  that  in  and 
err  2x>  :im^  ^t  ^^'^^  much  used  in  pneumonia  and  pleurisj, 
k£  .t»  zood  effects  are  only  explicable  upon  the  same 
.cssii.:^'W'  It;  has  received  some  employment  in  his  school  as 
2  ^itt^T  ^^  ^^^  latter  malady ;  and  Professors  Wood  and 
fn»m  the  other  camp  recommend  it  very  strongly  in 
i  serous  effusion  into  the  pleura  dependent  u[)OQ 
.jiri-i^^  jidammation  of  the  membrane. 

1^   itiTCotic,  emetic,  and  cutaneous  action  of  Scilla,  and 

A  -v«er  of  retarding  the  heart's  action  which  it  shares  with 

must  be  taken  into  account  in  our  selection  of  the 

but  have  not  themselves  been  utilised  in  our  practice. 

t  'i»f^  of  no  other  medicine  which  has  the  same  charac- 

kic  range  of  action  as  that  of  Scilla. 
:  jAve  myself  used    the    first    dilution    for  coughs,  the 
j^^iHt^i  ^^^  third  for  diuresis. 

v>ijr  next  medicine  is  the  ergot  of  rye,  which  we  (incorrectlv) 

Secale  comutum. 

wg^mvtly,  I  say  ;  for  it  is  not  the  rye  which  we  use  in 
^jj^^ino,  but  the  fungus  which  has  developed  at  its  expense. 
iif  this  "  ergot,"  freshly  gathered,  we  prepare  a  tincture. 
Vfr  jjf^  use  Ergotin,  which  is  not  an  alkaloid,  but  a  '*  can- 

•  See  LeiMer  WritUtgt^  p.  348. 
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oentrated  preparation  "  analogous  to  Macrotin  and  Leptan^ 
drin.    It  is  usually  triturated. 

There  is  no  detailed  proving  extant ;  but  a  collection  (by  Dr. 
Bochner)  of  the  facts  observed  relative  to  "  ergotism  "  is  con-* 
tained  in  the  appendix  to  the  fourth  volume  of  the  British 
Jowmdl  of  JEamceopalhy;  and  a  full  account  of  later  experimenta- 
tion^ physiological  and  clinical,  is  given  by  Br.  Horatio  Wood. 

It  has  long  been  known  that  when  lye  in  which  ergot  has 
been  developed  is  taken  for  some  time  as  food,  a  train  of 
poisonous  symptoms  is  developed.  These  appear  in  two  forms. 
— the  "  gangrenous  "  and  the  "  convulsive."  In  the  former  the- 
first  symptoms  are  "  deep,  heavy,  aching  pains  in  the  limbs» 
an  intense  feeling .  of  cold  with  real  coldness  of  the  surface^ 
deep  apathy,  and  a  sense  of  utter  weariness.  Then  a  dark- 
red  spot  appears  on  the  nose  or  on  one  of  the  extremities ;. 
all  sensation  is  lost  in  tbe  affected  part ;  the  skin,  perhaps 
over  a  large  surface,  assumes  a  livid  red  hue,  and  in  the  foci 

of  local  changes  bullsB  filled  with  serum  appear The 

gangrene  is  generally  dry,  the  parts  withering  and  mummi- 
fying ;  but  sometimes  it  is  moist The  toes  are  most 

generally  the  portions  destroyed,  but  it  may  be  any  one  or- 
all  of  the  extremities ;  and  the  nose,  lips,  ears,  and  eveik 
the  buttocks  sometimes  bear  the  brunt  of  the  disorder." 

The  rationale  of  these  remarkable  effects  was  very  obscure- 
until  it  was  discovered  that  Ergot  exerts  a  specific  influence- 
upon  imstriped  muscular  fibre  throughout  the  body,  exciting 
a  persistent  and  long-lasting  contraction.  Hence  its  well- 
known  effect  upon  the  uterus,  of  which  I  shall  speak  pre- 
sently. But,  finding  as  it  does  this  kind  of  muscular  fibre  in 
great  abimdance  in  the  coats  of  the  arteries,  it  has  the  same 
influence  upon  them,  diminishing  their  calibre  and  so  reducing 
their  current  of  blood.  It  is  in  this  way  it  seems  to  cause 
gangrene :  the  mortification  induced  by  it  is  like  that  which 
appears  in  senile  gangrene,  or  which  results  from  embolism 
or  from  frost-bite.  The  general  coldness  which  is  noted 
points  in  this  direction ;  and  also  the  fact  that  when  suckling- 
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women  are  ergotized  the  milk  is  dried  up,  and  jonng  women 
get  amenorrhoea. 

It  seems  to  be  an  open  question  whether  this  action  of 
Ergot  on  nnstriped  muscolar  fibre  is  exercised  directly,  or 
through  the  ganglionic  nerves ;  but  I  myself  incline  strongly 
to  the  former  hypothesis.  The  drug  would  be  thus  the  pre- 
cise opposite  of  Amyl  nitrite.  The  arterial  spasm  caused  is 
more  persistent  than  that  which  results  from  cold,  and  there 
is  less  tendency  to  reactive  dilatation.  In  acute  poisoning, 
however,  the  latter  may  be  seen,  as  in  a  case  cited  by  Dr. 
Wood,  where  the  face  became  intensely  congested  and  purplirii 
red,  and  pain  in  the  head  was  felt. 

The  other  form  of  ergotism  is  the  convulsive  or  spasmodic. 
The  symptoms  here  are  those  of  the  nervous  system.  Formi- 
cation and  numbness,  going  on  to  complete  ansrathesia,  com- 
mence the  morbid  history.  Then  follow  violent  and  painful 
tonic  contractions  all  over  the  body,  but  especially  in  the 
flexors  of  the  extremities.  More  or  less  paralysis  mingles  with 
the  spasms,  and  the  same  condition  is  manifest  in  the  cerebral 
and  optic  centres,  where  disturbance  of  vision  often  goes  ai 
far  as  amaurosis,  and  giddiness,  epileptic  paroxysms,  delirium 
4uid  idiocy  reveal  the  low  estate  of  the  brain. 

These  phenomena,  I  say,  belong  to  the  nervous  centres. 
The  voluntary  muscles  and  the  nerve-trunks  are.  found  after 
death  in  their  wonted  integrity.  But  it  is  another  question 
whether  they  arise  from  any  direct  action  of  the  poison  upon 
the  nervous  substance.  It  seems  to  me  more  probable  that  they 
are  the  result  of  the  profound  anrnmia  induced  in  the  brain 
and  cord  by  the  arterial  contraction  caused  by  the  drug. 
<j|^aspard's  experiments  on  frogs,  indeed,  cited  by  Buchner, 
showed  much  congestion  and  softening  of  both  centres ;  bat 
this  condition  is  so  unlike  that  induced  in  warm-blooded 
animals,  and  which  Dr.  Brown-Seq\iard  has  experimentally 
demonstrated  in  the  spinal  cord  imder  the  influence  of  Ergot, 
.that  I  cannot  lay  any  stress  upon  them. 

These  gaaigtenoua  «ad  spasmodic  phenomena  constitate  the 
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chief  effects  of  Ergot  on  the  healthy  body.  They  aie  some- 
what intermingled  in  chronic  poisoning  by  it,  and  still  more 
in  acute.  In  the  former,  moreoyer,  they  are  both  accompanied 
by  gastro-intestinal  symptoms,  of  which  the  most  characteristic 
is  a  ravenous  hunger,  which  may  persist  eyen  till  death.  The 
frequency  of  abortion  in  pregnant  women  suffering  from 
ergotism  directed  attention  to  the  action  of  the  drug  upon 
the  uterus.  It  ^\'a8  foimd  to  be  powerfully  stimulant  to  ita 
muscular  fibres,  having  therefore  little  effect  upon  it  in  the 
miimpregnated  state  or  in  early  pregnancy,  where  these  are 
but  little  developed ;  but  acting  as  an  abortifacient  in  the 
later  inonths,  and  as  an  ecbolic  during  parturition.  There  ia 
some  reason,  moreover,  to  believe  that  it  is  capable  of  causing- 
an  inflammatory  state  of  the  organ,  when  given  for  such  con- 
ditions as  leucorrhcea :  it  certainly  does  so  in  experiments  on 
animals. 

This  power  of  Ergot  to  contract  unstriped  muscular  fibre  as 
it  is  found  in  the  arteries  and  in  the  uterus  has  led  to  ita 
extensive  therapeutic  use  in  ordinary  practice.  It  is  employed 
to  arrest  hsBmorrhage,  to  occlude  aneurisms,  to  starve  fibrous 
tomours,  and  to  diminish  congestion  of  the  brain  and  cord. 
You  know,  also,  its  value  to  the  accoucheur,  who  with  it  aids 
the  expulsion  of  the  foetus  or  the  placenta,  and  prevents  post^ 
partum  hsemorrhage  by  inducing  immediate  contraction  of  the 
uterine  walls  and  vessels.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  your 
use  of  it  for  these  purposes,  under  the  usual  rules  and  with 
the  obvious  precautions.  It  is  a  potent  agent  you  are  handling ;. 
and  you  must  take  care  not  to  asphyxiate  the  child  you  would 
deliver  by  making  the  pains  too  continuous,  or  (as  an  American 
colleague  of  ours  has  lately  done  *)  irremediably  destroy  the 
whole  nutrition  of  your  patient  while  you  are  aiming  at  her 
morbid  growth.  Tou  will  also  do  well,  here  as  elsewhere,  to 
consider  whether  you  cannot  cure  by  the  more  excellent  way 
of  homoeopathy  ere  you  avail  yourself  of  a  purely  antipathic 
agent. 

•  See  Brii.  Jotrm.  of  Som^  xxziv,  891. 
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Not  muchy  however,  has  been  done  with  Secale  as  a  homceo- 
pathicallj-acting  remedj.  Persistent  arterial  contraction  is 
not  a  common  idiopathic  morbid  state.  It  is  certainly  present 
in  Asiatic  cholera,  and  here  Secale  has  some  reputation,— Dr. 
Bossell  expressing  great  &ith  in  it  in  some  of  the  woni 
Tarieties  of  the  disease,  espedallj  when  occorring  in  women. 
It  is  not  nnlikelj,  moreoYor,  that  the  aniemic  condition  whidi 
is  now  regarded  as  the  basis  of  '*  spinal  irritation "  is  thm 
caused.  The  cramps  and  djs8Bsthesi»  which  accompany  thiB 
affection  are  Tcry  like  those  of  Secale,  and  are  often  amenable 
to  its  use.*  Senile  gangrene,  frost-bite,  and  other  forms  of 
sphacelus  are  phenomenallj  at  least  like  the  effects  of  Ergot; 
and  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  in  their  treatment. 

But  the  chief  use  of  Secale  in  the  school  of  Hahnemann 
has  been  derived  from  its  action  on  the  uterus.  To  check  the 
tendency  to  miscarriage  it  is  generally  the  best  remedy  in  the 
later  months  of  pregnancy,  when  the  muscular  tissue  of  the 
womb  is  largely  developed.  Frequent  labour-like  pains, 
without  discharge,  indicate  it  here.  It  will  also  relieve  after- 
pains,  when  these  are  continuous  and  unintermitting.  Its 
tendency  to  inflame  the  uterus  shows  that  it  may  be  homceo- 
pathic  to  hypereemic  and  even  hsemorrhagic  conditions  of  the 
organ.  There  is  a  general  agreement  among  those  who  use 
the  medium  and  higher  dilutions  that  it  will,  thus  given, 
<iheck  many  a  menorrhagia  when  the  other  symptoms  of  the 
patient  suggest  it.  Bahr  and  Kafka,  moreover,  reconun^d 
it  in  inflammations  of  the  uterus  when  symptoms  of  putrescence 
appear.  It  has  also  proved  us^ul  in  prolapsus  uteri ;  f  and 
it  is  said  to  be  used  in  the  Leopoldstadt  Hospital  with  much 
benefit  to  relieve  the  pain  of  uterine  cancer. 

More  difficult  of  belief  are  the  statements  of  the  practitioners 
I  have  mentioned  as  to  the  efficacy  of  high  potencies  of  the 
drug  to  restore  labour-pains,  when  these  are  flawing  from 
^^eral  or  uterine  exhaustion.     Experienced  accoucheurs  like 

•  Sec  Srit.  Jouru.  of  Horn.,  xxvi,  218. 
^  Sw»  iWflt,,  U  407. 
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sialadj  in  wliich,  especiallj  when  recent,  Sabina  would  be 
earatiye.  I  have  used  it  once  or  twice  upon  these  indications 
with  very  satisfactory  results.  It  has  occasionally  relieved  the 
paroxysm  of  true  gout. 

As  allied  medicines  to  Sabina  I  may  name  Belladonna,  Crocus 
JFuUaiitta,  Buta,  and  TriUivm, 

All  dilutions,  from  the  1st  to  the  24thy  and  even  the  crude 
<m1  or  powder,  haye  in  various  hands  proved  efficacious.  I 
myself  am  very  well  satisfied  with  the  2nd  and  3rd  decimal. 

The  next  name  on  my  list  is  the  common  elder, 

Saiinbucus  nigra. 

The  fresh  inner  bark  of  the  young  branches  is  used  for  the 
tmctare. 

There  is  a  pathogenesis  of  Sambucus  in  the  fifth  volume  of 

liie  Maieria  Medica  Fwra,  containing  20  symptoms  from 

Hahnemann,  and  99  from  five  others.  The  articles  in  Hempel 

and  Teste  also  should  be  consulted. 

The  only  facts  about  the  physiological  action  of  Sambucus 

-  io  which  I  can  assign  importance  are  that  it  is  a  powerful 

'  fodorific ;  and  that  it  has  caused  asthmatic  phenomena.*    Its 

Iherapeutic  use  accordingly  has  been  to  moderate  excessive 

fweating,  and  to  relieve  asthma,  laryngismus  stridulus,  and 

flie  obstructive  coryza  of  infants.    I  have  myself  found  it  of 

jgreat  use  in  checking  those  debilitating  perspirations  which 

iften  retard  convalescence  after  delivery.    I  think,  too,  that 

i  have  seen  some  benefit  from  it  in  asthma.  Dr.  Bayes  writes : 

'  '-''in  the  suffocating  cough  of  children,  waking  them  up  in 

the  middle  of  the  night,  and  accompanied  by  rough  sibilant 

'  wheezing,  and  great  dyspnoea,  but  without  croup,  I  have 

^  found  small  doses  of  Sambucus  f  of  the  most  rapid  service.'* 

^It  has  some  repute  among  us  in  laryngismus  stridulus. 

Teste  describes  some  neuralgic  pains  in  the  forearms  which 
it  cores. 
Jeonite  and  fyeea^manha  are  allied  remedies. 

*  See  Hahnemann's  sixth  symptom. 
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albuminoufl.  It  also  manifests  a  specific  influence  oTertbe 
pelyic  organs,  causing  strangury  in  front,  bloody  stools  behind, 
and  between  the  two  metritis  with  hsemorrhage,  and  (in  pr^ 
nant  women)  abortion.  This  uterine  action  of  the  drag  bai 
given  it  its  chief  therapeutic  application.  It  is  of  course  rud 
in  the  old  school  as  an  emmenagogue,  and  enjoys  some  hUOt 
repute  in  that  capacity.  Dr.  Madden  has  shown  that  it  mj 
occasionally  be  used  without  harm  in  this  way.*  But  it  hhu^ 
be  remembered  that  it  acts  here  as  a  purgative  opens  th» 
bowels ;  and  its  use  in  our  hands  must  be  corresponding 
exceptional.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  a  most  TaluaUe 
homoeopathically  acting  remedy  for  oyario-uterine  excitemest; , 
as  in  menorrhagia  where  the  blood  is  bright  red,  in  metrof^ 
rhagia,  in  threatened  miscarriage  from  irritation,  and  a 
metritis — in  a  case  of  which  disease  in  an  acute  form  I  baie 
seen  it  effect  a  most  satisfactory  cure.  The  presence  of  con- 
sentaneous rectal  and  vesical  irritation  adds  weight  to  tlv 
indications  for  the  choice  of  Sabina  in  these  disorden. 
M.  Beau,  whom  I  have  already  quoted  as  a  witness  to  t]» 
value  of  Buta  in  uterine  haemorrhage,  extols  savin  as  ii» 
chief  remedy.  He  will  have  it  exactly  homoeopathic,  moi«- 
over :  for  it  is  in  "  hsBmorrhagic  metritis,"  "  metritis  acoaii^ 
panied  by  flooding,"  that  he  gives  it.  One  grain  of  tlie 
powder  is  given  for  a  dose,  and  very  often  needs  no  rep^ 
tition.f 

Sabina  caused  in  the  provers  an  unusual  number  of  sjo^ 
ptoms  relating  to  the  joints,  even  so  far  as  to  set  up  helk 
redness,  and  swelling.  It  has  been  used  in  both  schools  for 
what  are  vaguely  called  **  arthritic  affections."  The  conse^ 
tion  which  has  recently  been  traced  between  rheumatic  ff^ 
and  the  uterine  functions  makes  it  probable  that  this  is  tii^ 

*  Soo  cfti«  in  Srit,  Jomrm.  of  Bom^  zxir*  301. 

t  8m  Bril,  Jomr^  qf  Som^  xzi«  342.  Ann  luid  noomme&ded  tt  beftic 
Mm  (\\a.  ui,  p.  416).  B^ent  thermpeatuto  attempt  to  make  out  thititi* 
in  atonic  luenorriuigia  tbat  Sabina  it  eimtiTe;   but  U.  Bean  is 
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ualadj  in  which,  especiallj  when  recent,  Sabina  would  be 
earatiye,    I  have  used  it  once  or  twice  upon  these  indications 
with  rerj  satisfactory  results.  It  has  occasionallj  relieved  the 
^Aiozjsm  of  true  gout. 

Ab  allied  medicines  to  Sabina  I  maj  name  Belladonna,  Crocus 
JPftUaHUa,  Ruta,  and  TriUinm. 

All  dilutions,  from  the  1st  to  the  24th,  and  even  the  crude 
aSL  or  powder,  have  in  yarious  hands  proved  efficacious.  I 
myself  am  very  well  satisfied  with  the  2nd  and  3rd  decimal. 

The  next  name  on  my  list  is  the  common  elder, 

Saiinbucus  nigra. 

The  fresh  inner  bark  of  the  young  branches  is  used  for  the 
^finctaTe. 

There  is  a  pathogenesis  of  Sambucus  in  the  fifth  volume  of 
l-'tke  MtUeria  Medica  Fwra,  containing  20  symptoms  from 
»=Bialmemann,  and  99  from  five  others.  The  articles  in  Hempel 
^-md  Teste  also  shoidd  be  consulted. 

The  only  facts  about  the  physiological  action  of  Sambucus 
io  which  I  can  assign  importance  are  that  it  is  a  powerful 
indorific ;  and  that  it  has  caused  asthmatic  phenomena.*  Its 
dierapeutic  use  accordingly  has  been  to  moderate  excessive 
•weating,  and  to  relieve  asthma,  laryngismus  stridulus,  and 
Ibe  obstructive  coryza  of  infants.  I  have  myself  found  it  of 
ffieat  use  in  checking  those  debilitating  perspirations  which 
Vften  retard  convalescence  after  delivery.  I  think,  too,  that 
1  hare  seen  some  benefit  from  it  in  asthma.  Dr.  Bayes  writes : 
•— ^  in  the  suffocating  cough  of  children,  waking  them  up  in 
Ihe  middle  of  the  night,  and  accompanied  by  rough  sibilant 
whoescing,  and  great  dyspnoea,  but  without  croup,  I  have 
found  small  doses  of  Sambucus  f  of  the  most  rapid  service.'* 
It  has  some  repute  among  us  in  laryngismus  stridulus. 
Teste  describes  some  neuralgic  pains  in  the  forearms  which 

it  cores. 
JcatiUe  and  Ipeea/manha  are  allied  remedies. 

*  See  Hahnemann's  sixth  symptom. 
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mlbuminonfl.  It  abo  manifesis  a  specific  inflaenoe  over  the 
pelric  organs,  causing  stzangniy  in  fronts  bloody  stools  behind, 
and  between  the  two  metritis  with  hsBmoTrbage,  and  (in  pre^ 
nant  women)  abortion.  This  uterine  action  of  the  drag  hat 
given  it  its  chief  thenq>eatic  application.  It  is  of  course  used 
in  the  old  school  as  an  emmenagogae,  and  enjoys  some  littk 
repute  in  that  capacity.  I>r.  Madden  has  shown  that  it  n&T 
occasionally  be  used  without  harm  in  this  way.*  But  it  miut 
be  remembered  that  it  acts  here  as  a  purgatiye  opens  tiie 
boweb ;  and  its  use  in  our  hands  must  be  corresponding 
exceptional.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  a  most  Taloabie 
homoeopathically  acting  remedy  for  ovario-uterine  excitement; 
as  in  menorrhagia  where  the  blood  is  bright  red,  in  metzor- 
rhagia,  in  threatened  miscarriage  from  irritation,  and  in 
metritis — in  a  case  of  which  disease  in  an  acute  form  I  ha^ 
seen  it  effect  a  most  satis&ctery  cure.  The  presence  of  con- 
sentaneous rectal  and  vesical  irritation  adds  weight  to  the 
indications  for  the  choice  of  Sabina  in  these  disorders. 
M.  Beau,  whom  I  have  already  quoted  as  a  witness  to  the 
value  of  Buta  in  uterine  haemorrhage,  extols  sarin  as  iti 
chief  remedy.  He  will  have  it  exactly  homoeopathic,  more- 
over :  for  it  is  in  ''  hsemorrhagic  metritis/'  **  metritis  accom- 
panied by  flooding,"  that  he  gives  it.  One  grain  of  the 
powder  is  given  for  a  dose,  and  very  often  needs  no  repe- 
tition, t 

Sabina  caused  in  the  provers  an  unusual  number  of  sjm- 
ptoms  relating  to  the  joints,  even  so  far  as  to  set  up  heat, 
redness,  and  swelling.  It  has  been  used  in  both  schools  for 
what  are  vaguely  called  "  arthritic  affections."  The  connec- 
tion which  has  recently  been  traced  between  rheumatic  gout 
and  the  uterine  functions  makes  it  probable  that  this  is  the 

•  See  case  in  Brii.  Jourm,  of  Horn.,  xxiv,  801. 

t  See  Brit,  Journ,  of  Horn,,  xxi,  842.  Aran  had  reoommoided  it  befoie 
him  (vol.  iii,  p.  416).  Recent  therapentiflta  attempt  to  make  oat  that  it  'u 
in  atonic  menorrhagia  that  Sahina  ia  carative ;  but  M.  Bean  ia  tgua^ 
them. 
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maladj  in  wluch,  especiallj  when  recent,  Sabina  would  be 
corative.  I  have  used  it  once  or  twice  upon  these  indications 
with  very  satisfactory  results.  It  has  occasionally  relieved  the 
paroxysm  of  true  gout. 

As  allied  medicines  to  Sabina  I  may  name  BeUadonnay  Crocus 
PtdsatiUay  Ruta,  and  Trillium. 

All  dilutions,  from  the  1st  to  the  24th,  and  even  the  crude 
oil  or  powder,  have  in  various  hands  proved  efficacious.  I 
myself  am  very  well  satisfied  with  the  2nd  and  3rd  decimal. 

The  next  name  on  my  list  is  the  common  elder, 

Sambucus  nigra. 

The  fresh  inner  bark  of  the  young  branches  is  used  for  the 
tincture. 

There  is  a  pathogenesis  of  Sambucus  in  the  fifth  volume  of 
the  Materia  Medica  Fura,  containing  20  symptoms  from 
Hahnemann,  and  99  from  five  others.  The  articles  in  Hempel 
and  Teste  also  should  be  consulted. 

The  only  facts  about  the  physiological  action  of  Sambucus 
to  which  I  can  assign  importance  are  that  it  is  a  powerful 
sudorific ;  and  that  it  has  caused  asthmatic  phenomena.*  Its 
therapeutic  use  accordingly  has  been  to  moderate  excessive 
sweating,  and  to  relieve  asthma,  laryngismus  stridulus,  and 
the  obstructive  coryza  of  infants.  I  have  myself  found  it  of 
great  use  in  checking  those  debilitating  perspirations  which 
•ften  retard  convalescence  after  delivery.  I  think,  too,  that 
I  have  seen  some  benefit  from  it  in  asthma.  l)r.  Bayes  writes : 
— "  in  the  suffocating  cough  of  children,  waking  them  up  in 
the  middle  of  the  night,  and  accompanied  by  rough  sibilant 
wheezing,  and  great  dyspnoea,  but  without  croup,  I  have 
found  small  doses  of  Sambucus  ^  of  the  most  rapid  service." 
It  has  some  repute  among  us  in  laryngismus  stridulus. 

Teste  describes  some  neuralgic  pains  in  the  forearms  which 
it  cures. 

Aconite  and  Ipeca.cuanha  are  allied  remedies. 

*  See  Hahnemann's  sixth  symptom. 
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been  quite  unknown.    Here,  as  in  so  many  other  instances, 
that  holds  good  which  our  laureate  says — 

*'  Ib  it  80  true  that  second  thoaghti  are  beat  ? 
Not  finti  and  third,  which  are  a  riper  firti  V* 

Sepia  has  found  its  chief   employment  in  homoeopathic 
practice  in  chronic  diseases  affecting  the  female  sex  duiixig 
the  period  of  ovario-uterine  activity.    It  is  considered  esped* 
^ly  suitable  to  women  of  dark  complexion,  of  fine  delicale 
skin  with  red  or  yellow  tinting  here  and  there,  and  of  grot 
fiensitiyeness  to  all  impressions.    In  such  subjects  it  rend^ 
eminent  service  in  many  derangements  of  the  sexual  appa* 
ratus.     Its   pathogenetic  influence  over   these  organs  was 
strongly  displayed  in  the  American  provings.    All  save  two 
of  the  women  who  took  part  in  them  reported  leucorrhoea  as 
occasioned  by  the  drug ;  and  in  one  of  them  the  speculum 
revealed  prolapsus,  retroversion,  and  ulceration  of  the  os.  Its 
ourative  powers  move  in  the  same  plane.    No  medidne  is 
more  frequently  beneficial  in  leucorrhoBa,  especially,  I  think, 
when  a  symptom  of  uterine  congestion  of  venous  rather  than 
urterial  type.    The  discharge  is  either  greenish  and  thick,  or 
profuse,  watery,  and  offensive.     The  power  of  Sepia  oter 
uterine  displacements  has  been  set  forth  especially  hy  Dr. 
Mercy  Jackson,  the  foremost  female  representative  of  Homcea- 
pathy  in  America.      You  may  find  her  first  paper  on  the 
subject  in  the  British  Journal  of  HomoBopcUhy  for  1865  (toL 
xxiii)  ;   and  she  reiterates  the  same   experience  in  a  com- 
munication to  the  American  Institute  in  1875.   Her  first  trial 
of  it  was  in  her  own  case ;  when,  suffering  from  prolapmiSi 
43he    seemed    to  feel  the  medicine  raising  the  womb  into 
X>osition,  which  it  did  without  other  aid.      She   has   since 
found  it  equally  beneficial  in  the  permanent  cure  of  ante- 
Tersion  and  retroversion — ^in  recent  cases  not  even  manipula* 
tion  being  necessary.      These  are  strong    statements;  bat 
they  are  made  by  a  trustworthy  and  experienced  observer, 
and  may  not  \)e  B\i^\^«    She  states  that  sudden  attacks  of 
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malady  in  wluch,  especiallj  when  recent,  Sabina  would  be 
curative.  I  have  used  it  once  or  twice  upon  these  indications 
with  very  satisfactory  results.  It  has  occasionally  relieved  the 
paroxysm  of  true  gout. 

As  allied  medicines  to  Sabina  I  may  name  Belladonna,  Crocus 
PuUaiiUaf  Ruta,  and  Trillium. 

All  dilutions,  from  the  1st  to  the  24)th,  and  even  the  crude 
oil  or  powder,  have  in  various  hands  proved  efficacious.  I 
myself  am  very  well  satisfied  with  the  2nd  and  3rd  decimal. 

The  next  name  on  my  list  is  the  common  elder, 

Sambucus  nigra. 

The  fresh  inner  bark  of  the  young  branches  is  used  for  the 
tincture. 

There  is  a  pathogenesis  of  Sambucus  in  the  fifth  volume  of 
the  Materia  Medica  Fura,  containing  20  symptoms  from 
Hahnemann,  and  99  from  five  others.  The  articles  in  Hempel 
and  Teste  also  should  be  consulted. 

The  only  facts  about  the  physiological  action  of  Sambucus 
to  which  I  can  assign  importance  are  that  it  is  a  powerful 
sudorific ;  and  that  it  has  caused  asthmatic  phenomena.*  Its 
therapeutic  use  accordingly  has  been  to  moderate  excessive 
sweating,  and  to  relieve  asthma,  laryngismus  stridulus,  and 
the  obstructive  coryza  of  infants.  I  have  myself  found  it  of 
great  use  in  checking  those  debilitating  perspirations  which 
^•ften  retard  convalescence  after  delivery.  I  think,  too,  that 
I  have  seen  some  benefit  from  it  in  asthma.  Dr.  Bayes  writes : 
— "  in  the  suffocating  cough  of  children,  waking  them  up  in 
the  middle  of  the  night,  and  accompanied  by  rough  sibilant 
wheezing,  and  great  dyspnoea,  but  without  croup,  I  have 
found  small  doses  of  Sambucus  ^  of  the  most  rapid  service." 
It  has  some  repute  among  us  in  laryngismus  stridulus. 

Teste  describes  some  neuralgic  pains  in  the  forearms  which 
it  cures. 

Jeonite  and  Ipeea^suanha  are  allied  remedies. 

*  See  Hahnemann's  sixth  sjmptom. 
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Sepia  tbe  urates  were  in  great  excess  in  the  urine ;  and,  com- 
bined irith  other  symptoms,  presented  a  full  picture  of 
lithiasis.  This  was  in  the  male  subject;  so  that  for  this 
condition  occaring  in  either  sex  we  have  another  remeclj  to 
add  to  Ljcopodium. 

Sepia  has  been  found  useful  in  some  chronic  affections  of 
skin  and  mucous  membrane,  as  in  bronchial  catarrh  when  the 
expectoration  is  grejish-white  in  colour  and  salt  in  taste,  and 
in  ''  liver-spots,"  yellow  saddles  across  the  bridge  of  the  nose, 
and  other  maculae.    It  is  also  reckoned  specific  in  recent  ring- 
worm ;  Dr.  Drury  expresses  great  confidence  in  it  here.    The 
most  important  action  of  Sepia,  however,  beyond  that  which 
it  exerts  on  the  abdominal  and  pelvic  organs,  is  its  power 
over  migraine.     There  is  a  general  agreement  among  the 
€krman  writers  as  to  its  great  value  here ;    among  others 
Trinks  states  that  he  has  made  several  radical  cures  by  it 
It  is  in  patients  of  the  sex  and  characteristics  already  men- 
tioned, and  of  venous  and  bilious  constitution,  that  it  proves 
most  useful.     The  pain  is  generally  very  severe,  of  rending 
character,  and  increased  by  any  excitement.     You  will  find 
several  statements  and  illustrations  relative  to  this  matter  in 
Peters'  Treatise  on  Headaches,    Tietze  points  out  the  "  sudor 
hystericus,"  a  peculiar  odorous  perspiration  in  the  axillse  and 
soles  of  the  feet,  as  an  imerring  guide  to  its  selection  here; 
and  Dr.  Clotar  MuUer  says  *  that  he  has  given  Sepia  with 
happy  results  in  other  maladies  when   this    symptom  was 
present. 
The  following  are  Dr.  Meyer's  conclusions : — 
"  1.  Sepia  has  its  sphere  of  action  in  the  portal  system,  in 
which  it  causes  obstructions. 

2.  Most  of  its  symptoms  indicate  a  high  degree  of  venous 
congestion. 

3.  It  is  characterised  by  torpidity  and  depression,  often 
ending  in  perfect  exhaustion  of  the  vital  powers. 

^  ^oe  Brtt.  J<mru»  qfSom.,  zxi,  16. 
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xialadj  in  wliich,  especiallj  when  recent,  Sabina  would  be 
carative.  I  baye  used  it  once  or  twice  upon  these  indications 
with  very  satisfactory  results.  It  has  occasionally  relieved  the 
paroxysm  of  true  gout. 

As  allied  medicines  to  Sabina  I  may  name  Belladonna,  Crocus 
PuUaiiUay  Rida,  and  TrUlivm. 

All  dilutions,  from  the  1st  to  the  24)th,  and  even  the  crude 
oil  or  powder,  have  in  various  hands  proved  efficacious.  I 
myself  am  very  well  satisfied  with  the  2nd  and  3rd  decimal. 

The  next  name  on  my  list  is  the  common  elder, 

Sambucus  nigra. 

The  fresh  inner  bark  of  the  young  branches  is  used  for  the 
tincture. 

There  is  a  pathogenesis  of  Sambucus  in  the  fifth  volume  of 
the  Materia  Medica  Fwra,  containing  20  symptoms  from 
Hahnemann,  and  99  from  five  others.  The  articles  in  Hempel 
and  Teste  also  should  be  consulted. 

The  only  facts  about  the  physiological  action  of  Sambucus 
to  which  I  can  assign  importance  are  that  it  is  a  powerful 
sudorific ;  and  that  it  has  caused  asthmatic  phenomena.*  Its 
therapeutic  use  accordingly  has  been  to  moderate  excessive 
sweating,  and  to  relieve  asthma,  laryngismus  stridulus,  and 
the  obstructive  coryza  of  infants.  I  have  myself  found  it  of 
great  use  in  checking  those  debilitating  perspirations  which 
•ften  retard  convalescence  after  delivery.  I  think,  too,  that 
I  have  seen  some  benefit  from  it  in  asthma.  Dr.  Bayes  writes : 
— "  in  the  suffocating  cough  of  children,  waking  them  up  in 
the  middle  of  the  night,  and  accompanied  by  rough  sibilant 
wheezing,  and  great  dyspnoea,  but  without  croup,  I  have 
found  small  doses  of  Sambucus  ^  of  the  most  rapid  service." 
It  has  some  repute  among  us  in  laryngismus  stridulus. 

Teste  describes  some  neuralgic  pains  in  the  forearms  which 
it  cures. 

Aconite  and  IpecaciM/nha  are  allied  remedies. 

*  See  Hahnemann's  sixth  Bjmptom. 


LECTUBE  XXXIX, 

8IUCA,  SPIOBLIA^  SPOHGIA^  ffEAB^iUM,  STAPHISA6&U. 

Mt  first  medicine  to-day  is  one  of  eqnallj  strange  origia 
with  mj  last  of  yesterday,  and  of  no  less  therapentic  Tirtae. 
It  is  common  flint, 

smca. 

Thus,  and  not  Silicea,  it  should  be  styled :  "  silicea*'  is  air 
adjectiye,  whose  substantive  is  '^  terra,"  the  two  being  con- 
joined in  the  Chronic  IHseases,  Chemically,  it  is  of  coune 
silicic  acid,  an  oxide  of  silicon.  In  the  Pharmacopeia  joa 
will  find  Hahnemann's  directions  for  obtaining  the  pme 
Silica  in  powder;  but  I  suppose  that  any  other  approYed 
process,  or  even  that  of  Berzelius  which  makes  the  flint 
soluble,  would  giye  us  what  we  want.  The  ordiaazy  form  i^ 
triturated  for  our  use. 

The  original  pathogenesis  of  Silica  appeared  in  the  first 
edition  of  the  Ckrtmic  Diseases,  567  symptoms  are  ascribed  to^ 
it  there,  which  seem  to  have  been  obserred  on  patients  taking 
the  attenuations  from  6  to  12.  In  the  second  edition  the  list 
has  swelled  to  1193,  about  150  of  the  additions  being  con- 
tributed by  seven  others.  A  short  proving  of  the  soluble 
Silica,  in  a  preparation  of  strength  about  equivalent  to  our 
second  dilution,  is  translated  in  the  twenty-eighth  volume  of 
the  British  Journal  of  Sonuxopathy. 

It  seems  that  flint  was  first  used  as  a  medicine  by  Paracelsus,, 
and  praised  by  him  and  his  followers  in  renal  and  vesical 
calculus,  in  suppression  of  milk  and  of  urine,  and  in  scMne 
nervous  difioxdet^.   ^w\*  \Vi^  ^\fi2^<;v^ment  had  become  qait& 
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unknown  when  Hahnemann,  encouraged  bj  the  succeBS  of 
triturating  the  otherwise  inert  metals,  applied  the  process  to 
it  also ;  and  thereby  gave  us  a  most  valuable  remedy. 

The  genuine  physiological  action  of  Silica  is  quite  unknown, 
l^o  Meyer  has  sought  to  define  its  central  point,  and  no  asso- 
ciation has  selected  the  drug  for  reproving.  Dr.  Becker's 
experiments  with  silicated  water  were  slight,  and,  owing  to 
liis  imperfect  health,  gave  curative  rather  than  pathogenetic 
results.  We  will  turn  at  once,  therefore,  to  therapeutics, 
^here  Silica  plays  a  well-understood  and  very  important 
part. 

Silica  influences  the  nutrition  rather  than  the  functional 
activity  of  the  tissues  which  come  within  its  range  of  action  n 
it  is  hence  suited  to  organic  changes  rather  than  to  functional 
disorders.  Its  deep  and  slow  action,  moreover,  makes  it 
appropriate  to  chronic  rather  than  acute  diseases ;  though  wo 
shall  see  some  of  the  latter  in  which  it  acts  rapidly  enough. 
Teste  says  it  is  especially  suited  to  fat  people,  of  a  lymphatico- 
aanguine  temperament.  Such  is  its  general  character ;  and 
now  to  descend  to  particulars. 

I.  The  first  great  property  of  Silica  is  its  power  over  sup- 
j^wrcUion.  It  does  not  act  like  Mercury  in  averting  thifr. 
process  when  threatening ;  and  it  is  inferior  to  Hepar  sul- 
phoris  for  promoting  it  when  inevitable.  But  when  it  is  once- 
established,  and  by  its  excess  or  long  duration  is  causing  mis- 
chief, the  effect  of  small  internal  doses  of  Silica  in  checking 
it  is  something  magical.  You  cannot  do  better  than  read  in 
illustration  the  two  cases  related  by  Dr.  Noack,  jun.,  as 
translated  from  L'Art  MSdical  for  1865  in  the  twenty-third, 
volume  of  the  British  Jowmal  of  Homoeopathy.  Both  were 
severe  and  extensive  (one  caused  by  dissecting  wound),  and 
purulent  infection  was  threatening ;  but  Silica  30,  internally 
and  externally,  changed  the  whole  aspect  of  affairs,  and 
effected  a  speedy  cure.  I  have  seen  it  no  less  efficacious  in. 
purulent  infiltration  of  the  tissues  of  the  neck,  following  car- 
buncle: here  the  sixth  dilution  internally  was  all  that  was 
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giyen.  In  caxbimcle  itself,  when  the  inflammatoiy  stage  is 
past,  and  matter  lias  already  begun  to  form,  Silica  wiU  often 
stay  all  further  progress ;  and  many  an  abscess  will  become 
absorbed  under  its  use.  The  same  property  makes  it  corative 
(according  to  Teste)  in  impetigo  oajntis,  and  (according  to 
Sahr  aJso)  in  chronic  purulent  bronchorrhcea,  such  as  die 
'"  stone-cutters'  phthisis." 

It  is  probably  in  virtue  of  a  property  of  the  same  kind  that 
Silica  promotes  the  healing  of  some  ulcers,  as  in  the  leg  and 
•  on  the  cervix  uteri.  It  is  the  "  simple  ulcer  "  alone  which  it 
benefits ;  and  its  local  use  is  generally  necessary,  though  this 
need  not  be  in  greater  strength  than  that  in  which  it  is  pie- 
scribed  constitutionally. 

II.  From  these  forms  of  perverted  nutrition  we  rise  to 
those  of  more  general  character ;  and  find  Silica  one  of  the 
chief  medicines  in  the  two  great  dyscrasisB  of  childhood- 
rachitis  and  scrofula.  In  Sir  William  Jenner's  g^phic  acooinit 
of  the  phenomena  of  rickets,  you  will  find  two  symptoms 
which  are  very  characteristic  of  Silica,  viz.  the  perspirations 
about  the  head  only,  and  the  tenderness  of  the  general  sor- 
face.  The  tendency  which  obtains,  moreover,  to  defectire 
formation  of  bone  and  increased  growth  of  cartilage  in  this 
disease  calls  loudly  for  SUica.  Dr.  von  Grauvogl  points  out 
that  the  only  chemical  difEerence  between  cartili^  and  bone 
is  that  flint  is  present  in  the  latter  but  not  in  the  former; 
and  he  gives  a  good  case  of  enchondroma  of  the  fingers  in 
which,  acting  upon  this  suggestion,  he  admioistered  Silica  3 
with  most  satisfactory  results.  I  have  already  expounded  to 
you  his  theory  about  "  tissue  remedies,"  of  which  this  bit  of 
treatment  is  an  instance.  I  can  speak  no  less  confidentlj  of 
the  power  of  the  drug  when,  as  in  rachitis,  the  enchon* 
dromatous  tendency  is  general.  I  am  accustomed  to  prescribe 
it  in  the  earliest  manifestations  of  the  diathesis,  which  are 
gener^y  unhealthy  evacuations,  sweats  of  the  head,  and  ten- 
derness of  the  surface ;  and  with  the  best  results.  In  scrofolA 
we  have  so  eminent  a  therapeutist  as  Dr.  Jousset  proclaiming 
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t  the  chief  of  remedies.  I  should  myself  have  placed  it  below 
hilphur  and  Calcarea :  but  in  Dr.  Ooullon's  treatise  on  the 
lisease  jou  will  find  quite  an  array  of  instances  of  it  in  which 
Silica  has  proved  curative. 

It  is  chiefly  when  scrofula  manifests  itself  in  the  bones  and 
oints  that  Silica  proves  its  remedy.  There  is  abundant  testi- 
aony  to  its  value  in  periostitis,  when  non-syphilitic  in  origin ; 
ad  it  is  no  less  valuable  when  the  bone  itself  is  affected,  as 
hown  by  caries  or  necrosis.  In  the  scrofulous  joints — the 
'  white  swelling  "  of  the  old  authors — ^where  all  commend  it, 
b  is  probably  most  useful  when  the  mischief  has  begun  in  the 
K)nes,  rather  than  in  the  synovial  membrane  or  the  cartilages. 
f  in  any  of  these  cases  matter  is  already  discharging,  do  not 
leglect  the  local  use  of  the  remedy. 

m.  In  suppuration,  and  in  scrofula  and  rickets,  we  have 
he  more  general  sphere  of  action  of  Silica ;  but  it  has  several 
oiscellaneous  properties,  which  I  must  now  detail  to  you. 

1.  It  has  probably  some  power  over  the  nutrition  of  the 
lervous  centres.  I  cannot  ascertain  the  forms  of  paralysis 
nd  epilepsy  it  is  said  to  have  cured.  Dr.  Black  commends  it 
Q  cerebral  and  spinal  exhaustion ;  with  which  agrees  Teste's 
tatement  that  in  the  nervous  disorders  for  which  it  is  indi- 
ated  there  is  often  present  a  sense  of  great  prostration, 
ansing  a  craving  for  food  to  remove  it,  and-  that  the  sym- 
ptoms are  always  the  worse  for  abstinence.  Under  such  cir- 
nmstances  it  is  good  for  headaches  where  the  pain  ascends 
rem  the  nucha  through  the  occiput  to  the  vertex. 

2.  Dr.  Dudgeon  has  put  on  record  a  striking  case  in  which 
lilica  arrested  the  progress  of  inflammation  of  the  lachrymal 
ac,*  and  I  have  myself  had  another  precisely  similar.  It 
i  said,  also,  to  have  caused  the  healing  of  a  lachrymal 
istola. 

3.  Silica  is  of  the  utmost  value  in  whitlows :  it  will  even 
flight  them  if  given  early  enough,  and  will  sometimes  check 
beir  tendency  to  recurrence.     This  is  my  own  experience; 

*  JSrit,  Joum,  of  Som,,  xiii,  135. 
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but  you  will  find  plenty  of  corroborative  cases  in  Dr.  Gonllon'g 
book.  In  the  lower  extremities  it  finds  no  less  freqaeni 
employment  in  housemaid's  knee,  where  the  testimony  to  its 
usefulness  is  very  general. 

4.  Another  use  of  it  in  the  latter  region  has  regard  to 
perspiration  of  the  feet.  This  is  an  afifection  of  no  uncommoo 
occurrence ;  and  from  the  tenderness  it  causes,  and  the  o£tei- 
sive  odour  it  often  exhales,  is  a  cause  of  considerable  distzoi. 
If,  moreover,  it  be  violently  suppressed,  not  only  are  the  feet 
left  cold,  but  various  constitutional  affections  are  apt  to 
supervene.  Of  these  one  of  the  most  frequent  is  weakness  d 
sight,  and  the  cause  of  such  weakness  has  more  than  oooe 
been  found  to  be  opacity  of  the  lens.  Now  Silica  controhi  thift 
entire  series  of  occurrences.  We  have  already  seen  its 
influence  over  the  constitutional  condition  which  manifests 
itself  in  perspiration  about  the  head ;  and  Dr.  G-uemsey  notes, 
as  one  mark  of  difference  between  it  and  Calcarea  here,  that 
the  sweat  is  apt  to  be  offensive.  No  less  power  does  it  dis- 
play in  checking  similar  perspirations  of  the  feet.  But — and 
this  is  the  important  point — when  the  exhalation  has  been 
suppressed  from  without,  and  systemic  troubles  have  henoe 
arisen.  Silica  will  make  the  feet  warm  and  moist  again,  and 
will  cause  the  morbid  symptoms  to  disappear.  Some  of  Dr. 
Becker's  cases  treated  by  silicated  water  illustrate  these 
statements.  But  their  best  evidence  is  a  series  of  instances 
recorded  by  Dr.  GWlavardin  in  L'Art  Medical  for  1866.  The 
local  use  of  Atropia,  as  introduced  by  Dr.  Kinger,  to  check 
these  perspirations  is  becoming  so  general  that  we  shall 
probably  have  frequent  occasion  to  resort  to  our  Silica  as  a 
remedy  for  the  consequences. 

5.  Dr.  Hering  has  found  Silica  of  frequent  vaJue  against 
bad  effects  resulting  from  revaccination ;  and  Dr.  Cooper 
against  cutaneous  eruptions  itching  only  in  the  daytime  and 
evening. 

So  far  speaks  Homceopathy ;  and  I  think  you  will  admit 
that  if  these  EtaA/^mcxLtA  caji  be  substantiated  it  possesses  in 
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Silica  a  most  precious  remedy.    But  there  is  something  more 
to  be  said  about  the  drug. 

Silica  is  a  constituent  of  several  mineral  waters,  among 
others  those  of  Teplitz  and  GkLstein,  where  it  exists  in  the 
proportion  of  from  three-fifths  to  three-tenths  of  a  grain  in 
the  pound.  But  it  forms  a  much  larger  percentage  of  the 
Misaisquoi  and  Bethesda  springs  of  America,  the  former  of 
which  contains  *016000  parts  in  a  thousand.  Now  these 
waters  have  a  great  reputation  in  their  own  country  for 
cancer,  tumours,  diabetes,  and  albuminuria.  I>r.  Tuthill  Massy 
called  our  attention  to  them  in  the  MantJUy  Homosopaihic 
'Review  for  1870 ;  and,  as  they  are  largely  impregnated  with 
lime,  their  action  was  supposed  to  be  due  to  this  ingredient, 
and  to  be  of  a  piece  with  the  experience  of  Drs.  Hood  and 
Spencer  Wells  with  pulverised  oyster  shells,  of  which  I  have 
spoken  under  Calcarea.  But  Dr.  Fowler  Battye  has  recently 
communicated  to  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal  *  a  series  of 
cases  of  chronic  disease  which  he  has  treated  with  finely 
powdered  Silica.  He  does  not  explain  how  he  was  led  to 
employ  it;  but  the  fact  that  his  cases  consist  entirely  of  those 
in  which  the  Missisquoi  waters  have  gained  their  repute 
speaiks  for  itself.  A  ^ide-wind  of  the  high  estimation  of  the 
medicine  in  homoeopathic  practice  may  also  have  influ- 
enced him ;  but  this  would  not  account  for  his  choice  of 
cases,  as  they  are  quite  outside  the  range  of  our  employment 
of  the  drug.  Dr.  Battye's  result  are  very  important.  The 
pains  of  cancer  abate  greatly  or  cease  within  ten  days  of 
•commencing  the  drug,  and  sometimes  a  withering  of  the 
growth  occurs.  Fibroid  tumours  of  the  pelvis  greatly 
diminish ;  and  both  sugar  and  albumen  disappear  from  the 
urine,  with  corresponding  improvement  in  the  general  health. 
These  last  effects  seem  certainly  due  to  the  dynamic  action  of 
the  drug ;  and  Dr.  Battye's  grain  doses  night  and  morning 
point  in  no  other  direction. 

As  allied  medicines  to  Silica  we  have  Fluoric  and  PhaS' 

•  Vol.  XX,  p.  420. 
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phoric    aeidSf    Cdlcarca,    Hepar    itulphuns,    Mereuritu    and 
Phosphorus. 

The  dilations  from  tlie  sixth  to  the  thirtieth  haye  he^ 
those  mainly  employed  by  homoeopathists ;  but  it  may  bfr 
that  to  get  Dr.  Battye's  results  we  must  give  his  moie 
material  doses. 

I  come  now  to  a  very  interesting,  and — ^beyond  the  homoeo- 
pathic range— little-known  medicine,  the  pink-root, 

Spigelia. 

The  tincture  is  prepared  by  maceration  from  the  dried  root 
of  the  Spigelia  anthelmia,  the  Demerara  pink-root,  which 
was  that  proved  by  Hahnemann.  The  Carolina  pink-root^ 
S.  Marylandica — seems  to  have  the  same  properties,  and 
Hahnemann  has  admitted  symptoms  produced  by  it  into  his 
list. 

The  proving  of  Spigelia  is  in  the  fifth  volume  of  the 
Materia  Medica  Pttra.  Thirteen  persons  co-operated  with 
Hahnemann  therein,  and  added  525  symptoms  to  his  own 
130,  and  to  17  which  he  cites  from  authors.  Large  doees 
seem  to  have  been  used,  as  in  his  preface  he  speaks  of  having 
observed  the  effects  of  60,  80,  and  100  drops  of  the  tincture^ 
and  the  symptoms  are  very  full  and  pronounced. 

Spigelia  was  introduced  from  America  as  a  medicine  for 
destroying  lumbrici,  and  is  in  use  there  for  such  purposes  to 
the  present  day,  though  it  is  little  known  elsewhere.  Struck, 
probably,  by  the  narcotic  effects  observed  from  over-doses^ 
Hahnemann  thought  well  to  prove  it ;  and  in  view  of  the 
"  varied  and  great  powers  "  it  presented  predicted  that  it  wa» 
destined  to  accomplish  restdts  much  more  important  than  the 
destruction  of  worms.  His  prophecy  has  been  fulfilled,  bat 
only  among  his  own  disciples:  the  common  practice  is  content 
to  know  this  valuable  remedy  only  as  a  vermicide. 

The  effects  of  over-dosing  with  Spigelia  are  somewhat  like 
t^ose  of  the  mydriatics.    There  are  dilated  pupils ;  flushed 
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and  swollen  face ;  quickened  pulse ;  heat  and  dryness  of 
skiu  ;  spasms  of  the  facial  muscles,  especially  of  the  eyelids ; 
and  subsultus  tendinum,  wliich  may  even  go  on  to  convulsions 
and  death.  The  irritation  of  the  nervous  centres  here  dis^ 
played  is  in  the  provings  shown  especially  in  their  sensory 
portion.  Pain,  usually  of  a  shooting  character,  is  stirred  up 
in  many  parts  of  the  body,  but  especially  in  the  head,  face, 
and  chest ;  and  in  all  very  predominantly  on  the  left  side. 

Spigelia  has  hence  taken  a  high  place  in  homoeopathic 
practice  in  the  treatment  of  neuralgia,  especially  of  the  tri- 
geminus.  When  headaches  take  the  form  of  supra-orbital 
neuralgia,  especially  on  the  left  side ;  when  the  pain  recurs 
at  regular  intervals,  tends  to  spread  to  the  face  or  neck  and 
to  involve  the  eyes,  is  aggravated  by  the  least  concussion  or 
motion,  but  especially  by  stooping,  and  is  associated  with 
pale  face,  restlessness,  and  palpitation — in  such  circumstances 
Spigelia,  in  almost  any  dilution,  will  prove  strikingly  curative. 
Thirteen  cases  of  the  kind  are  cited  in  Peters'  Treatise  on 
Headaches;  and  others  are  scattered  throughout  our  journals. 
It  is  no  less  effectual  when  the  pain  is  seated  in  the  infra- 
orbital and  maxillary  branches  of  the  nerve ;  so  that  Bahr 
gives  it  the  first  place  among  the  remedies  for  prosopalgia. 
It  must  be  observed  that  the  supra-orbital  neuralgia  I  have 
described  here  is  not  true  migraine :  in  this  disease  Spigelia 
has  accomplished  little. 

The  most  marked  actions  of  the  drug,  however,  which 
Halmemann's  provings  display  are  those  which  it  exerts  upon 
the  eyes  and  the  heart.  The  first  of  the  two  had  been  observed 
by  several  of  the  authors  whom  he  cites.  Pain  in  and  over 
the  eyes,  redness  and  injection  of  the  whites,  sparks  before- 
the  sight,  and  distortion  and  irregular  movements  of  the 
balls  are  symptoms  taken  from  Linning,  Chalmers,  Wright,, 
and  Browne.  His  own  provers  confirm  them ;  and  add  still 
more  decided  evidences  of  inflammation,  the  severe  pain 
accompanying  which  indicates  the  sclerotica  as  the  tissue 
chiefly  affected.    '  The  symptoms  of  the  heart  are  those  of 
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^eat  pressure  on  the  chest,  shooting  pains  through  it  and 
down  the  left  arm,  and  violent  palpitations. 

All  this  reminds  us  of  Aconite ;  and  has  led  to  the  use  of 
fipigelia  as  an  auxiliary  to  that  great  medicine  in  sevenl 
afifections  of  the  eyes  and  heart.  It  is  especiaJlj  when  theie 
organs  are  attacked  bj  acute  rheumatism  that  its  powers  an 
called  into  play.  When  "rheumatic  ophthalmia "  meaoi 
sclerotitis,  Spigelia  will  act  most  satisfactorily  in  its  core, 
^till  more  important  is  its  control  over  the  cardiac  inflamina- 
tion  of  rheumatic  fever.  Dedsive  testimony  is  given  on  this 
score  by  Fleischmann.  He  treated,  he  says,  in  the  Gmnpen- 
dorf  Hospital  at  Vienna  fifty-seven  cases  of  rheumatie 
**  carditis  "  (evidently  including  under  that  name  all  forms  d 
inflammation  of  the  heart)  with  but  one  death,  and  Spigelia 
was  the  only  medicine  employed.*  Dr.  Bussell  writes— **  In 
the  few  cases  of  pericarditis  I  have  treated  it  has  done  all 
that  medicine  could  do,  and  I  have  the  utmost  confidence  in 
it."t  Dr.  Bayes  expresses  (and  substantiates)  ^  equal  satis- 
faction in  its  power  over  endocarditis.  Thus  Spigelia 
becomes  a  most  useful  addition  to  our  armamentarmm  in 
combating  acute  rheumatism.  Dr.  Phillips  even  commends 
it  for  the  joint  affection  itself,  when  it  shifts  rapidly :  the 
drug  seems,  he  says,  to  centre  and  steady  it. 

But  you  must  not  suppose  that  it  is  only  in  true  rheumatic 
affections  of  the  eyes  and  heart  that  Spigelia  is  beneficial. 
It  is  much  praised  in  the  primary,  neuralgic  stage  of  the 
'*'  arthritic  ophthalmia "  of  the  old  ophthalmologists,  which 
is  probably  acute  glaucoma.  Dr.  Angell  commends  it  in 
several  inflammatory  conditions  of  the  eyes  in  scrofolons 
-children,  where,  with  photophobia,  there  is  severe  ciliaiy 
neuralgia.  And,  as  regards  the  heart.  Dr.  Bayes  relates  one 
*case  and  Dr.  Kendall  §  another  of  angina  pectoris,  in  which  it 

*  Brit,  Joum,  of  Horn.,  xiv»  23. 
t  Ibid.,  xii,  569. 

X  Monthly  Horn,  Review^  Jane,  1867. 
%  "^ryi.  JTottm.  of  Hornet  xxvi,  157. 
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proved  curative;  and  Br.  Yeldham  has  shown  what  great 
benefit  a  heart  chronicallj  damaged  bj  rheumatism  can 
receive  from  the  free  and  persistent  administration  of  the 
drag.*  In  all  these  affections  it  is  the  darting,  shootings 
stabbing,  or  lacerating  pain  which  indicates  Spigelia,  and 
which  is  relieved  bj  it. 

kI  think  that  Teste  is  well  borne  out  in  saying  that  Spigelia 
^at  anj  rate  in  infinitesimal  doses — acts  best  in  anaemic  and 
debilitated  subjects. 

Aconite  is  the  medicine  most  nearly  allied  to  Spigelia.  Like 
Cina  it  has  numerous  symptoms  in  its  pathogenesis  which 
resemble  those  of  helminthiasis ;  and  it  may  possibly  act  in 
this  condition  with  the  same  inexplicably  beneficial  results 
which  we  have  already  recognised  in  Oina  itself. 

The  higher  dilutions  in  neuralgia,  the  lowest  in  cardiac 
affections,  have  been  those  generally  given.  Hahnemann, 
who  recommends  the  thirtieth,  says  that  even  a  small  dose 
acts  for  four  weeks,  and  that  its  effects  go  on  progressively 
increasing  for  the  first  week  or  ten  days.  This  observation, 
which  of  course  belongs  only  to  chronic  disease,  needs  con- 
firmation. 

Our  next  medicine  is  the  Spongia  marina  testa,  or,  fnore 
briefly, 

Spongia. 

You  will  observe  that  it  is  Spongia  tosta,  not  usta.  Hahne- 
mann justly  directs  that  it  shall  only  be  roasted  brown,  and 
not  burnt  black,  so  that  its  natural  constituents  shall  not  be 
too  greatly  altered.  In  this  condition  it  is  treated  with  alcohol 
to  make  a  tincture.  Triturations  would  seem  a  better  pre- 
paration, considering  the  many  mineral  ingredients  of  sponge ; 
but  they  have  not  been  used,  and  all  I  shall  have  to  say  of 
the  homoeopathic  employment  of  the  medicine  belongs  to  it  as 
made  into  tincture. 
The    proving  of  Spongia  is  in  the  sixth  volume  of  the 

•  AnnaU,  m,  539. 
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Seine  ArxneimUieUehre,  It  contains  156  sjmptoms  inn 
Hahnemann,  and  235  from  ten  others.  Dr.  Hering's  Tohme 
of  Materia  Mediea  contains  an  arrangement  of  the  drug 
embodying  much  of  the  dinical  experience  gained  with  it. 

1.  Banit  sponge  has  been  used,  erer  since  Arnold  of 
VUlanova  introduced  it  in  the  fourteenth  centuiy,  as  a  remedj 
for  goitre.  Hufeland  and  all  the  authorities  of  his  tine 
express  the  utmost  ctmfidence  in  it ;  and  Joseph  Frank  up 
that  it  is  as  sure  as  Cinchona  in  intermittent  fever.  Sisoe 
the  discoverj  that  it  contained  Iodine,  and  that  this  agent  hj 
itself  displayed  marrellous  anti-goitrous  properties^  sponge 
has  fallen  into  disuse  in  ordinary  practice, — ^Vogt  akns 
among  modem  therapeutists  protesting  that  it  will  often  con 
when  Iodine  fails.  In  homoeopathic  practice  it  has  iiol 
undergone  this  neglect.  Hahnemann  says  that  the  oidemic 
bronchocele  of  the  inhabitants  of  valleys,  being  ahmjt 
essentially  the  same  affection,  ought  to  be  curable  by  the 
same  specific ;  and  this  he  considers  Spongia  to  be.  He  states 
that  one  or  two  doses  of  the  attenuated  (he  doe^  not  specify 
how  far)  tincture  suffice  for  the  purpose.  If  this  is  spoken 
from  experience,  it  ought  to  be  tested  more  widely  than  it  Im 
been.  Dr.  Hering  can  only  find  three  cases  of  cure  by  it  in 
infiuitesimal  doses,  and  of  these  but  one  answers  to  Hahne- 
mann's description.  I  know,  however,  of  another;  and 
probably  many  testimonies  could  be  borne  to  it. 

As  to  the  rationale  of  this  action,  all  that  I  have  said  while 
upon  Iodine  holds  good.  Spongia  itself  has  caused  swelling, 
pain,  and  tenderness  in  existing  goitres ;  and  one  of  Hahne* 
mann's  provers  reports — "  The  region  of  the  thyroid  gland  ii 
as  if  hardened."  These  symptoms,  and  the  cures  of  the  dis- 
ease— however  occ&sional — wrought  by  infinitesimal  dosei, 
show  that  Spongia  is  sometimes  at  least  homoeopathic  to  it 
When  it  is  preferable  to  Iodine  in  its  treatment  we  have  not 
yet  learnt  to  predict  beforehand. 

2.  Hahnemann  proved*  Spongia  in  order  to  learn  its  relation 
to  goitre;   but  he  thereby  brought  to  light  a  much  more 
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important  action  of  the  drug,  viz.  that  which  it  exerts  upon 
the  lorjnx.  Hoarseness,  tenderness,  dry  and  painful  cough, 
and  obstruction  of  respiration  as  if  a  plug  were  there — these 
were  the  symptoms  produced ;  and  Hahnemann  at  once  in- 
:ferred  the  applicability  of  the  medicine  to  membranous  er<Avp, 
By  the  iime  the  second  edition  of  his  Materia  Medica  Fura 
was  published,  he  could  speak  of  this  as  the  most  remarkable 
^arative  application  of  Spongia  which  homoeopathy  had  made. 
You  may  first  lessen  the  local  inflammation,  he  says,  by  a 
•doae  of  Aconite ;  and  you  will  sometimes,  but  rarely,  need  the 
4ud  of  Hepar  to  complete  the  cure.  Such  has  been  the 
experience  of  homoeopathists  generally,  as  you  may  see  from 
the  series  of  cases  given  by  Dr.  Hering,  or  those  collected  in 
the  fifth  volume  of  the  British  Journal  of  Homoeopaihy,  Dr. 
Hale  has  recently  taught  you  the  same  practice  from  this 
place ;  and  I  can  myself  recommend  you  nothing  better.  The 
mume  process  has  indeed  been  gone  through  with  croup  as 
with  goitre.  Koch,  in  1841,  suggested  that  Iodine  was  the 
active  ingredient  of  sponge  in  the  former  as  in  the  latter  case ; 
and  I  have  already  told  you,  on  the  authority  of  Elb  and 
Meyhoffer,  how  actively  Iodine  can  influence  the  disease.  But 
«o  also,  as  we  have  seen,  can  Bromine ;  and  Spongia  contains 
them  both  in  a  state  of  natural  combination  which  may  be 
superior  to  our  artificial  preparations  of  either.  It  may  be 
that,  as  with  goitre,  Iodine  will  cure  some  cases  of  croup. 
Bromine  others,  and  Spongia  others  again ;  and  that  wc  may 
jet  learn  how  to  distinguish  them  a  priori.  At  present  we 
must  be  content  to  hold  the  remaining  members  of  the  group 
in  reserve  in  case  of  the  failure  of  the  first  chosen ;  and  that, 
fiom  its  traditional  claims,  may  well  be  Spongia. 

But  whatever  may  bo  thought  about  membranous  croup, 
there  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  eminent  value  of  Spongia 
in  simple  inflammations  of  the  larynx,  from  the  lightest 
catarrh  to  the  severest  laryngitis,  with  all  their  manifesta- 
tions of  hoarseness,  aphonia,  and  barkiog  cough.  It  is  in  the 
dry  form  or  stage  of  these  affections  that  Spongia  finds  its 
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place ;  and  it  rapidly  promotes  resolution.  I  have  seen  it  so 
prompt  in  removing  laryngeal  symptoms  in  a  phthisicai 
patient  that  I  can  well  believe  the  reports  of  its  value  in 
laryngeal  phthisis.  Indeed,  Spongia  bears  to  phthisis  pal- 
monalis  itself  the  same  relation  as  Iodine — both  Nenmaim 
and  Hufeland  warning  that  its  incautious  use  is  liable  to  set 
up  this  affection,  in  which  Dr.  Hering  esteems  it  highly  as  & 
remedy.  .  The  cough  of  Spongia  is  said  to  have  the  charac- 
teristic of  being  relieved  by  eating  and  drinking. 

3.  Hahnemann  observed  from  Spongia  aching  swelling  of 
the  testes  and  a  similar  condition  of  the  spermatic  cord.  Dr. 
Hering  gives  several  cases  of  chronic  orchitis  and  epididymitis 
in  which  the  drug  proved  highly  efficacious. 

4.  But  the  most  important  action  of  Spongia  after  that 
which  it  exerts  on  the  larynx  is  displayed  in  the  cardiac 
sphere.  This  was  first  brought  to  light  by  Dr.  P.  P.  Wells,  of 
Brooklyn.  A  sufferer  from  organic  affection  of  the  heart  ate 
and  swallowed  a  piece  of  newly  roasted  sponge.  It  produced 
a  frightful  attack  of  pain,  palpitation,  and  dyspnoea,  with 
livid  lips  and  fear  of  approaching  death.  On  recovering  from 
this  a  remarkable  relief  of  her  wonted  cardiac  distress  ensued, 
and  lasted  for  several  weeks.  Dr.  Wells  was  thus  led  to  gite 
it,  in  minuter  doses,  in  several  cases  of  heart-disease.  He  is 
led  to  think  it  tho  most  valuable  medicine  we  have  where 
there  is  fibrinous  deposit  upon  the  valves.  He  states  that  he 
has  repeatedly  found  the  bellows-murmur  disappear,  as  well 
as  the  subjective  symptoms  become  relieved,  under  its  use. 
Sudden  waking  in  the  night,  with  a  sense  of  suffocation,  is  the 
symptom  which  especially  leads  him  to  its  choice.  In  another 
case  it  greatly  relieved  the  cough  and  other  concomitants  of 
an  aneurism  of  the  descending  aorta. 

5.  Teste's  recommendation  of  Spongia  in  all  serous  inflam- 
mation— pleurisy,  pericarditis,  peritonitisy&c. — with  or  without 
effusion  has  not  been  confirmed. 

Allied  medicines  are  Iodine  and  Bromine  (of  course),  fl^' 
stilphunB^  Kali  hicKro^tucutn^  and  Selenium, 
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In  croup  and  laryngeal  affections  Spongia  seems  to  act  well 
in  all  dilutions :  I  myself  find  the  first  and  second  decimal  to 
answer  every  purpose.  In  cardiac  disease  the  higher  attenua- 
tions alone  have  yet  been  used. 

We  will  speak  now  of  metallic  tin, 

Stannum. 

We  use  the  purest  tin-foil ;  and,  having  reduced  it  to  powder, 
triturate  it  witli  milk-sugar  for  medicinal  use. 

The  proving  of  Stannum  appears  in  the  sixth  volume  of  the 
Materia  Medica  Pura,  It  contains  204  symptoms  from  Hahne- 
mann, 5  from  authors,  and  451  from  seven  fellow-observers. 
The  pathogenesis  in  the  Chronic  Diseases  is  but  a  repro- 
duction of  this,  with  the  preface  abridged  and  the  notes 
omitted ;  so  that  it  would  be  better  if  translators  would  give 
us  the  original  draught. 

Stannum  is  one  of  the  few  Hahnemannian  medicines 
regarding  which  we  have  any  information  as  to  the  doses  used 
in  the  proving.  In  a  note  to  Gross's  first  communication,  we 
are  told  that  his  symptoms  were  obtained  from  a  male  and  a 
female  prover,  taking  increasing  doses  of  a  trituration  of  five 
grains  of  tin  to  a  hundred  grains  of  milk-sugar  till  the  man 
had  consumed  three  and  the  woman  two  grains  of  the  metal. 
The  inference  that  the  rest  of  the  proving  was  conducted  with 
similar  quantities  is  supported  from  another  source.  In  the 
case  of  Stannum  alone  among  medicines  does  Hahnemann 
recommend  a  lower  potency  than  before  to  be  used.  Writing 
so  late  as  1827,  he  says  that  he  has  hitherto  used  the  sixth 
attenuation;  but  now  finds  it  unnecessary  to  go  above  the 
third. 

Tin  is  known  to  modern  medicine  only  as  a  vermifuge.  It 
is  generally  supposed  to  act  mechanically ;  but  Hahnemann 
showed  that  such  an  hypothesis  was  untenable  upon  the  facts 
known  in  his  day,  and  it  has  since  been  affirmed  that  water  in 
which  tin  has  been  boiled  (or  cooled  after  heating)  is 
Anthelmintic,  and  that  several  compounds  of  the  metal  have 
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tlie  same  property.  Hahnemann  thinks  that  tin  acts  in  tape- 
worm by  stupefying  the  parasite,  and  so  enabling  purgattfes 
to  dislodge  it :  he  asserts  that  even  in  the  third  tritoiatioD  it 
produces  this  effect.  Teste  says  that  both  Imnbrici  and 
ascarides  come  away  often  in  large  quantities  after  the  use  d 
the  dynamized  metal. 

The  frequent  causation  of  nervous  disorders — as  epilepflj 
and  chorea — by  worms  led  to  the  use  of  tin  in  instances  of  tbe 
kind  where  such  origin  was  suspected.  But  it  not  waib^ 
quently  happened  that  no  worms  were  brought  away,  and  jet 
epileptic  fits  were  much  alleviated.  Thus  the  medicine  grew 
in  favour  for  a  time  as  directly  influencing  the  disease ;  and 
Hahnemann  can  justly  cite  Fothergill  (though  not  Monro)  is 
commending  it,  and  Qoincy  as  saying  that  we  possess  no  mm 
patent  anti^pileptic  than  this  metal.  Hahnemann's  40Mk 
symptom  among  the  "  Observations  of  Others,"  if  taken  (» 
it  is  in  some  translations  and  compilations)  without  its  bracket 
and  note,  would  seem  to  show  that  tin  was  capable  of  pro* 
ducing  actual  ^ilepsy.  The  observation  he  cites  is  one  of  a 
boy,  who  suffered  frequently  from  convulsive  attacks,  esft- 
cially  in  the  morning  fasting.  Tin  was  given  to  destroy  the 
worms  which  were  supposed  to  be  present ;  and  thereupon  the 
fits  increased  and  multiplied  to  perfect  epilepsy.  More  satis- 
&ctory  is  the  evidence  of  the  neurotic  influence  of  tin  derived 
from  the  observed  effects  of  the  chloride.  Pereira's  account  of 
tiiis  salt  is  naively  homoeopathic.  "  When  taken  as  a  poison,'^ 
he  writes,  "  it  causes  convulsive  movements  of  the  muscles  of 
the  extremities  and  of  the  face,  and  sometimes  paralysis.  It 
has  been  used  ....  as  an  anti-spasmodic  in  epilepsy,  chorea, 
and  other  convulsive  diseases,  and  as  a  stimulant  to  paralysed 
muscles  in  paraplegia."  Orfila,  who  is  Pereira's  authority  for 
the  physiological  part  of  this  statement,  relates  one  instance 
in  which  a  cataleptic  state  was  induced  in  a  dog  by  the  intro- 
duction of  this  salt. 

In  homoeopathic  practice,  the  neurotic  properties  of  Stannnm 
have  been  t^xn^  to  effect  mainly  in  certain  neuralgfise.    It 
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pnxbiced  a  good  deal  of  nerv^e-paia  among  its  proyers.  Habne- 
aumn  says  that  this  is  usually  of  a  "  drawing  pressing  or 
INnessiye  drawing  *'  character ;  and  Qross  notes  as  a  general 
oooditicm  of  such  pains  that ''  thej  commence  lightly,  increase 
giaduallj  and  to  a  very  high  degree,  and  decrease  again  as 
wkmbf"  From  these  indications  Staimum  has  often  been 
gif«n  with  success  in  neuralgia  {chiefly  supra-orbital)  and 
headache.  You  will  find  some  interesting  cases  of  the  kind 
by  one  of  our  Russian  colleagues,  Dr.  Villers,  in  the  seren- 
teenth  volume  of  the  BrtUsh  Jowmal  of  HatnoBopaihy^  aoA 
another  by  Dr.  Dudgeon  in  the  twenty-ninth  volume.  I  have 
aajBelf  found  it  very  beneficial  in  migraine  having  this  ereS' 
eendo  deerescendo  character,  the  vomiting  supervening  at  the 
aeme.  Another  nervous  disorder  in  whose  treatment  Stannum 
has  found  a  {^ace  is  hypochondriasis.  Albieckt  and  Geisch- 
liger  found  it  useful  here,  says  Hahnemann ;  and  he  points  to 
<^  his  provers*  symptoms  as  yierj  like  the  abdominal 
and  diaphragmatic  pains  of  these  subjects.  He  also 
says  that  it  is  indicated  by  intolerable  imeasiness,  so  that  the 
patient  knows  not  what  to  do  with  himself.  Hartmann,  in 
harmony  with  this,  urgently  recommends  Stannum  in  hypo- 
chondriasis where  the  abdominal  pains  are  relieved  by  walking 
about,  while  on  the  other  hand  the  sufferer  is  so  weak  that  he 
is  fain  to  rest,  whereupon  his  distress  returns. 

Before  the  anthelmintic  and  neurotic  properties  of  tin  wese 
known,  it  was  in  some  repute  as  an  anti-hectic,  and  as  a  remedy 
for  what  Hahnemann  calls  "  ulcerous  phthisis.*'  (A  prepara- 
tion of  it  constituted  the  "  anti-hecticum  Poterii,"  and  is  mvch 
eommended  by  Muraltus,  Hoffmann,  Vogel,  and  others.)  He 
means  chronic  bronchi^  and  pulmonary  conditions  cluurao- 
terised  by  profuse  muco-purulent  discharges  and  general  coi- 
hqnative  symptoms.  He  quotes  Stahl's  statement  that  tin 
^causes  marasmus  and  phthisis,"  and  points  to  several  of  the 
qrmptoms  observed  by  himself  as  suggesting  the  same  addon. 
Thus  the  use  of  the  metal  in  such  conditions  has  survived  in 
the  homoeopathic  school,  while  it  has  become  unknown  else- 
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where.  We  regard  it  as  indicated  by  great  abundance  of  the 
sputa,  especiallj  if  thej  have  also  a  greenish  colour  and 
sweetish  taste ;  and  also  bj  a  sense  of  great  weakness  and 
emptiness  of  the  chest,  so  that  a  slight  exertion  of  Yoice  cansei 
much  fatigue.  Df .  MeyhofEer  has  found  much  benefit  from 
it  in  dilatation  of  the  bronchi.  Even  in  phthisical  cases  where 
it  cannot  cure,  Stannum  will  often  do  a  good  deal  to  modexate 
the  exhausting  sweats  and  expectoration. 

While  homoeopathy  has  preserved  this  use  of  the  dmgi  H 
has  initiated  another.  The  sensations  experienced  by  a  female 
prover  have  suggested  its  use  in  relieving  the  sensation  of 
**  bearing  down"  so  often  complained  of  by  women,  and  even 
in  benefiting  prolapsus  uteri.  I  have  hardly  ever  known  it 
fail  to  effect  the  former  purpose;  and  I  have  been  quite 
astonished  at  its  power  oyer  prolapsus^  It  seems  to  strengthen 
the  uterine  ligaments.* 

Sepia  in  the  two  latter  spheres  of  action,  and  Argeniim, 
Cuprum,  and  Zincum  as  neurotics,  are  analogues  of  Stannnm. 

While  Hahnemann's  experience  seems  to  show  that  there 
is  no  adyantage  in  going  beyond  the  third,  I  must  say  that, 
like  Drs.  Bayes  and  Driiry,  I  have  seen  higher  dilutions  act 
well. 

We  have  as  our  last  medicine  to-day  one  which  we  hare 
turned  to  more  noble  purposes  than  that  of  destroying  lice, 
the  "  stavesacre,*'  Delphinium 

Staphisagnria. 

The  tincture  is  prepared  by  maceration  from  the  seeds. 

The  proving  is  in  the  fifth  volume  of  the  Materia  Medin 
IBura.  It  contains  283  symptoms  from  Hahnemann,  and  438 
from  twelve  others. 

Up  to  Hahnemann's  time  Staphisagria  was  little  known 
save  as  an  external  application  for  phthiriasis— a  use  of  it 
which,  in  the  form  of  the  oil  of  the  seeds  (ascertained  by  Hr. 

*  This  obserratioD,  however,  I  find  not  to  be  new.    HoAnaBn  qnotff 
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Squire  to  be  the  active  element),  still  surviyes.  Dioscorides, 
howeyer,  had  praised  it  as  a  masticatory  for  toothache ;  and 
Schulze  bad  experienced  a  frightful  aggravation  of  the  pain 
when  80  employing  it.  Hahnemann  was  thus,  perhaps,  led  to 
prove  it ;  and  he  found  it  so  powerfully  to  affect  the  healthy 
body  that  he  thought  it  likely  to  prove  a  great  medicine.  His 
pathogenetic  results  have  been  substantiated  by  the  active 
properties  foimd  to  belong  to  the  two  alkaloids  of  stavesacre 
— delphinine  and  staphisagrine  ;  but  his  therapeutic  expecta- 
tions have  hardly  been  realised  as  yet.  Staphisagria,  in  fact, 
is  one  of  those  drugs  which  one  hardly  ever  thinks  of  in  con- 
nection with  the  treatment  of  the  ordinary  forms  of  disease. 
Every  now  and  then,  however,  the  consultation  of  a  repertory 
leads  us  to  choose  it  as  the  simillimum  to  the  group  of  sym- 
ptoms, and  in  time,  perhaps,  it  will  attain  a  forward  place  in 
therapeutics  ;  for  its  provings  evidence  its  possession  of  a  very 
extensive  range  of  influence.  In  the  mean  time  I  would  call 
attention  to  its  effects  upon  the  genito-urinary  organs. 
Putting  them  all  together,  they  present  a  perfect  picture  of 
that  form  of  gpermatorrhcBa  so  well  described  by  Lallemand, 
in  which  the  prostatic  portion  of  the  urethral  mucous  mem- 
brane is  the  seat  of  chronic  inflammatory  irritation,  which 
sometimes  extends  into  the  ejaculatory  canals  and  seminal 
ducts.  I  have  used  it  several  times  in  this  malady  with  great 
benefit.  The  proving^,  moreover,  confirm  the  suggestion  of 
the  experience  of  Dioscorides  and  Schulze  as  to  the  specific 
influence  of  the  drug  on  the  teeth  and  gums.  The  teeth  ache 
and  decay,  get  loose,  and  even  show  black  streaks  in  their 
substance  under  its  use :  the  gums  become  retracted  and 
white. 

The  writer  who  seems  to  know  most  of  the  curative  virtues 
of  Staphisagria  is  M.  Teste.  He  gives  a  long  list — like  those 
of  Hahnemann  for  his  antipsorics— of  morbid  conditions  in 
which  it  has  proved  beneficial.  Of  these  I  may  especially 
mention  nausea  from  vertigo,  as  in  sea-sickness.  From 
experiencing  this  combination  of  symptoms  in  himself  he  was 
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led  to  try  the  medicine  in  the  mal  de  mer.    Of  twentj  pereonB 
whom  he  supplied  with  a  single  dose  <^  tliree  drops  o£  the 
sixth  dihition  when  starting  on  a  voji^pe,  and  from  whom  ke 
leceiTod  a  report  of  the  resolt,  '&we  only  deriTed  no  benefit 
In  seven  the  trouble  was  absolutely  avoided,  and  the  Temainkig 
eight  expressed  themselves  as  greatly  relieved.    The  aiedidne 
must  be  taken,  he  says,  before  vomiting  has  set  in,  at  tiie 
moment  when  the  dizziness  and  nausea  ooramenoe.     Be  abo 
speaks  of  it  as  the  best  remedy  for  another  form  of  sympa- 
thetic nausea   and  vomiting,  viz.  that  of  pregnancy.     Dr. 
Phillips,  who  gives  the  drug  in  doses  of  from  iawe  to  twenty 
drops  of  the  tincture,  confirms  these  reoommeBdations  of 
Teste's,  and  also  those  which  he  makes  of  it  in  regard  to 
ophthalmia  tarsi,  chronic  amenorrhoBa,  periostitis,  and  ahiftiiig 
pains  in  the  long  bones. 

Dr.  Tumbull  found  delphinia,  when  taken  internally,  to 
cause  heat  and  tingling  in  various  parts  of  the  body ;  and 
used  it  with  benefit  in  some  forms  of  neuralgia.  Dr.  Bayes 
praises  Staphisagria  itself  in  this  malady,  having  once 
obtained  striking  relief  from  it  in  tic-douloureux  itself.  All 
this  reminds  us  of  Aconite ;  and  it  is  like  Aconite  thai 
(according  to  Bdhm)  delphinia  affects  the  heart.  It  has 
been  given  as  a  ''sedative"  to.  the  circulation  in  acuto 
rheumatism. 

Teste  classes  Staphisagria  with  Cbttaiicwm,  Ooffea^  and 
Cocculus ;  to  which  I  should  add  Krea^ote. 

The  dilutions  from  the  sixth  to  the  thirtieth  have  given 
most  satisfaction. 


LECTUEE  XL. 

STRAMONIUM — ^SULPHUR. 

We  will  begin  to-day's  lecture  with  a  few  words  upon  tbe- 
thom-apple,  Datura 

Stramonium. 

The  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  entire  herb  in  the  usual 
manner. 

There  is  a  pathogenesis  of  Stramonium  in  the  third  volume 
of  the  Beine  ArvneimUteUehre,  It  contains  96  symptoms 
from  Hahnemann,  90  from  two  others,  and  888  from  authors. 
Among  these  last  I  must  caution  any  dependence  on  citationa 
from  Stoerck  and  Greding,  as  they  were  taken,  in  the  same 
wholesale  way  which  we  have  heretofore  seen,  from  patients- 
treated  by  them.  Dr.  Hering  has  given  us  a  very  full  arrange- 
■lent  of  the  symptomatology  of  Stramonium  in  his  Ifafmo- 
Medica,  incorporating  many  fresh  cases  of  poisoning.  Tho 
English  materials  of  this  nature  which  he  has  used  may  be 
read  at  length  in  Dr.  Berridge's  PcUhogenetic  Record,  now 
publishing  as  a  supplement  to  the  BrUi$h  Journal  of  Homceo- 
pathy. 

To  the  therapeutists  of  the  old  school  Stramonium  must 
be  a  greater  puzzle  than  even  Hyoscyamus.  Pereira's  article 
on  the  drug  might  have  been  written  by  an  avowed  homoeo- 
pathist.  It  is  ''used  to  produce  intoxication  for  licentious 
purposes,"  i.e.  as  an  aphrodisiac ;  and — **  Wendt  used  it  to 
lessen  venereal  excitement,  as  in  nymphomania."  In  fatal 
doses  "the  leading  symptoms  are  .  .  .  delirium  (usually 
maniacal)  ;"  and — "  the  diseases  in  which  Stramonium  haft 
been  principally  used  are  tnania  and  epilepsy."     "  In  some 
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cases  of  spasmodic  asthma  smoking  the  herb  has  given  at 
least  temporary  relief;"  but — "the  practice  requires  great 
caution,  as  it  has  proved  highly  injurious.  .  .  .  Aggravation 
of  the  dyspnoea  ...  is  one  of  the  evils  said  to  have  'bem 
induced."  We  may  fairly  look  under  these  circumstances  to 
the  systematic  account  of  the  drug  which  HomoDopathy 
enables  us  to  give. 

Stramonium  acts  chiefly  on  the  brain,  and  in  a  manner 
•closely  resembling  that  of  Belladonna  and  Hyoscyamus.   The 
delirium  it  causes  is  more  furious  than  that  of  either :  but 
the  determination  of  blood  to  the  head,  while  greater  than 
that  of  Hyoscyamus,  is  less  than  and  not  so  inflammatory  as 
that  of  Belladonna.    With  the  delirium  are  hallucinations; 
dilated  pupil ;    amaurosis ;    diminished  general  sensibilitj ; 
extreme    mobility    of    the  muscular    system,  with  loss  of 
volimtary  control ;  sexual  excitement ;  spasmodic  dysphonia 
.and  dysphagia ;  great  dryness  of  throat ;  and  frequently  a 
bright  red  eruption  over  the  body.    If  the  poisoning  goes  on, 
•congestive  sopor  and  general  palsy  set  in.     I  have  already 
discussed  the  rationale  of  these  phenomena,  when  speaking 
oi  Belladonna.      Stramonium  is  evidently  an  almost   pure 
neurotic.     The  only  parts  besides  the  brain  which  show  any 
«igns  of  tissue-irritation  are  the  throat  and  the  skin. 

Correspondingly,  the  use  of  Stramonium  as  a  therapeutic 
agent  has  been  nearly  exclusively  confined  to  affections  of  the 
brain  and  nervous  system.  The  only  exception  is  scarlaiina; 
in  some  forms  of  which  Stramonium  may  be  preferable  to 
Belladonna.  The  distinguishing  characteristics  of  the  two 
drugs  in  relation  to  this  malady  are  well  given  by  Dr 
P.  P.  Wells,  in  the  fifth  volume  of  the  American  HomcBO- 
jHithic  Review,  He  lays  most  stress  on  the  presence  of  an 
extreme  degree  of  nervous  erethism— convulsions,  trembling, 
restlessness,  <fcc. — as  indicating  Stramonium. 

There  are  few  neuroses  in  which  Stramonium  is  not  more 
•or  less  useful.  It  is  our  chief  remedy  in  acute  mania,  to 
which  it  is  more  homoeopathic  than  the  inflammatory  Bella- 
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(lonua  ;  and  is  hardly  less  valuable  in  delirium  tremens,  when 
assuming  the  active  form  described  as  "  mania-a-potu  "  bj  the 
older  writers.      The  constant  association  of    hallucinations 
with   its  delirium    makes    it    very    appropriate  here,    and 
wherever  else  they  occur.    You  will  not  be  surprised  that  a 
homoeopathist  should  speak  thus ;  but  it  is  curious  to  hear 
the  same  practice  advocated,  and  on  the  same  grounds,  by  an 
eminent  alienist  of  the  old  school — I  refer  to  Dr.  Moreau.* 
Stramonium  is  sometimes  indicated  for  the  cerebral  mani- 
festations of   typhus  and  typhoid,  but  less  often  than  the 
other  mydriatics  and  Opium.     But  in  nymphomania  and  in 
puerperal  mania  it  stands  highest  among  remedies,  owing  to- 
its  special  action  on  the  sexual  functions.   In  epilepsy  brought 
on  by  a  fright,  and  yet  recent,  it  may  prove  very  useful.     It 
is,  as  Hahnemann  points  out,  exquisitely  homoeopathic  to 
hydrophobia,  ev^n  more  so  than  Belladonna.     In  a  child  of 
Dr.  Duffin's  poisoned   by   the   seeds,t  not  only  were  the 
symptoms  during  life  strikingly  analogous  to  those  of  this 
disease,  but  after  death  "  a  slight  unusual  blush  pervaded 
the  pharynx    and   oesophagus  to  about  one  third  of  their 
extent ;   the  larynx  was    similarly  injected,   and   the  rima 
glottidis  thickened  and  very  turgid."     A  missionary  in  China 
some  time  ago  wrote  to  say  that  Stramonium  is  regarded 
there  as  a  specific  for  hydrophobia.   A  decoction  of  a  handful 
of  the  leaves  is  given  in  one  dose :  immediate  aggravation  of 
the  symptoms  occurs,  followed  by  cure. 

Nor  is  Stramonium  less  beneficial  when  the  nervous 
erethism,  just  stopping  short  of  inflammation,  which  these 
maladies  imply  within  the  craniimi,  manifests  itself  in  the 
spinal  cord.  In  chorea  it  is  one  of  the  best  vegetable 
medicines ;  though  it  rarely  cures  cases  of  any  standing 
without  the  aid  of  the  minerals  Arsenic,  Cuprum,  Zinc,  &c. 
Stammering  is  a  kind  of  local  chorea ;  and  in  this  affection 
great  good  may  often  be  obtained  by  the  persevering  use  of 
Stramonium.  The  recommendation  is  Teste's;  and  it  is 
*  See  Trotissean  and  Pidouz,  sub  voce.        f  See  Berridge,  Case  2. 
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suBtained  by  maaj  published  cases.*  Dr.  Cooper  has  foimd 
the  drug  curatiye  of  a  similar  morbid  state  in  the  bladder. 
It  is,  like  Ignatia,  frequently  indicated  in  spinal  oouTulsionB: 
you  may  read  a  good  case  of  the  kind  by  Trinks,  where  thej 
originated  from  concussion  of  the  spine,  in  the  nineteoith 
Yolume  of  the  British  Journal  of  Homodopathy.  But  it  goes 
beyond  Ignatia  in  reaching  also  to  true  edampsia,  as  infantik 
and  puerperal  convulsions.  In  the  latter  Dr.  Ouernsey  giiei 
the  following  indication: — ''parturient  women  show  snc^ 
4Edgns  of  fear  as  to  cause  them  to  look  frightened  and  to 
shrink  back  from  the  first  objects  they  see  after  opening  tbor 
«yes.  If  they  have  had  no  spasms,  they  soon  will  hare  after 
betraying  such  symptoms,  unless  Stramonium  be  immediatdj 
4idministered." 

You  will  find  abundant  evidence  of  these  and  other  cara- 
tiye  powers  of  Stramonium  in  Dr.  Hering's  arrangement. 

As  allied  medicines,  besides  its  blood-sisters  Hyogeyamtt 
and  Belladonna,  Stramonium  has  Agaricus,  Cha^nomUla, 
Cannabis  indica,  and  IgnaMa. 

For  dose,  I  am  very  well  satisfied  with  the  dilutions  from 
3  to  6. 

I  shall  now  occupy  all  the  rest  of  your  time  with  a  medicine 
which,  if  not  the  most  important,  is  perhaps  the  most  fre- 
quently used  of  all  we  have — 

Sulphur. 

The  washed  "flowers  of  sulphur"  of  commerce,  again 
washed  in  distilled  water,  are  used  in  our  pharmacy ;  and  an» 
of  course  prepared  by  trituration.  A  "tincture  of  sulphur** 
is  also  in  use :  it  is  made  with  absolute  alcohol,  which 
dissolves  nearly  one  per  cent.  If  this  form  is  desired,  it  most 
be  prescribed  as  such.  It  is  now  only  used  in  its  primaiy 
preparation,  which  is  designated  as  the  "  tinctura  for- 
tissima " ;  but  at  one  time  Hahnemann  employed  it  for 
making  the  subsequent  attenuations. 

♦  BtU.  Jouth.  oj"  B.viv(k,,x\-^  S90. 


The  pathogenesis  of  Sulphur  appeared  first  in  the  fourth 
volume  of  the  Materia  Meddca  Pura.  In  the  second  edition  of 
that  work  (1825)  it  contains  755  symptoms  from  Hahnemann 
himaetf,  and  60  from  his  son  Frederick  and  some  authors. 
As  the  medicine  is  recommended  to  be  given  in  the  second 
trituration,  it  is  probable  that  the  symptoms  were  obtained 
from  this  or  lower  potencies ;  though  their  subjects  are 
doobtfuL  In  the  first  edition  of  the  Chronic  Diseases  (1880) 
another  pathogenesis  is  presented,  to  which  Hahnemann  adds 
upwards  of  300  symptoms ;  and  in  the  second  edition  (1839) 
the  list  has  swollen  to  1969,  a  few  only  of  the  additions  being 
taken  from  a  proving  by  Nenning  which  had  appeared  in  the 
third  volume  of  the  ArxneimitteUehre  of  Hartlaub  and 
Trinks.  The  source  of  these  later  materials  is  obvious,  as 
Sulphur  vras  in  constant  use  at  the  time  in  the  treatment  of 
dinmic  affections.  Much  more  satisfactory  information  is 
supplied  by  the  splendid  re-proving  undertaken  by  the 
Austrian  Society,  and  reported  by  Dr.  Wurmb  in  the  fourth 
volume  of  its  journal  (CEsierreichische  Zeitschrift),  It  is 
translated  in  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  volumes  of  the 
British  Journal  of  Homosopathy.  Twenty-four  persons  took 
part  in  the  experiments,  which  were  conducted  with  full  doses 
of  the  crude  substance  and  of  the  tincture,  as  well  as  with 
the  attemiations.  Dr.  Casanova  has  also  enriched  the  patho- 
genesis of  the  drug  by  some  observations  of  the  effects  of  the 
sulphureous  waters  of  Harrogate.* 

Sulphur  has  long  been  reputed  as  a  stimulant  to  the  capil- 
lary circulation  of  the  skin  and  mucous  membranes,  and  to 
the  venous  system  of  the  pelvis.  Dr.  Wurmb's  proving  con« 
fixmB  and  illustrates  the  ancient  opinion.  The  drug  excited 
a  peculiar  itching  of  the  whole  surface,  giving  an  agreeable 
sensation  on  rubbing  or  scratching,  and  increased  notably  by 
the  warmth  of  bed.  With  this  were  various  eruptions,  mostly 
papular^  but  sometimes  vesicular,  and  occasionally  closely 
resembling  that  of  scabies.    Boils,  too,  frequently  result  from 

*  Brii.  Jourm.  of  Hom^  xxi,  853. 
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the  use  of  Sulphur.  I  know  of  a  lady  who  accompanied  her 
husband  to  Harrogate ;  and,  although  herself  in  good  health, 
joined  him  in  drinking  the  waters.  When  she  returned  home, 
she  came  under  treatment  covered  with  boils.  After  the  skin, 
the  mucous  membranes  feel  most  sererelj  the  influence  of 
Sulphur,  especially  those  of  the  eyes  (oonjunctiya  oculi  et 
palpebrarum),  bronchi,  urethra,  and  rectum.  Biiming,  with 
itching  and  mucous  discharge,  are  the  characteristic  symptoms 
here. 

Besides  these  more  general  effects,  the  use  of  Sulphur  pro- 
duces other  pretty  constant  phenomena,  as  follows : — 

1.  There  is  a  decided  determination  of  blood  to  the  head. 
Fulness  with  aching  was  experienced  by  nearly  all  the  provers : 
vertigo  by  some.  The  Harrogate  waters,  if  drunk  largely  and 
incautiously,  appear  to  be  capable  of  bringing  on  apoplexy. 
Part  and  parcel  of  the  above  is  the  erysipelatoid  inflammation 
of  the  nose  so  frequent  among  the  provers,  and  mentioned 
also  by  Dr.  Casanova. 

2.  The  sexual  organs  are  always  excited  by  Sulphur,  even 
to  swelling  of  the  external  parts.  The  catamenia  in  one  prover 
came  on  profusely ;  and  were  black,  clotted,  and  gluey,  as 
with  Crocus. 

3.  Although  Sulphur  in  massive  doses  is  a  mild  aperient, 
its  dynamic  action  is  manifested  by  constipation,  from  which 
nearly  all  the  provers  suffered.  The  alternative,  diarrhoea,  is 
very  rare. 

4.  Rheumatoid  pains  were  very  common  among  the  provers ; 
most  of  whom  also  were  troubled  by  awaking  early  in  the 
morning,  and  finding  it  impossible  to  go  to  sleep  again. 

5.  In  two  provers  there  was  painful  swelling  of  the  tongue. 
Unless  we  add  to  these  the  countless  symptoms  of  the 

pathogenesis  in  the  Chronic  Diseases,  we  seem  to  have  but  a 
narrow  basis  on  which  to  rest  the  vast  fabric  of  the  therapeutic 
applications  of  Sulphur.  But  this  drug  has  attained  a  unique 
place  among  homoeopathic  medicines,  of  which  the  relation  of 
Mercury  to  a^i^hilia   affords  the  only — and  t^t  a  faint— 
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resemblance.  This  is  owing  to  the  famous  "psora  theory  "  of 
Hahnemann,  of  which  I  must  here  take  notice. 

The  first  yolume  of  Hahnemann's  Chronic  Diseases  is 
devoted  to  an  exposition  of  this  theory  of  his.  He  begins  by 
assigning  one  eighth  of  these  maladies  to  syphilis  and  its  ally 
syoosis.  He  points  out  that  each  of  these  diseases  depends 
upon  a  specific  and  contagious  "  miasm."  This,  being  received 
into  the  organism,  after  a  period  of  incubation  developes  an 
external  sign — the  chancre  and  the  condyloma  respectively. 
If  these  are  left  alone,  or  cured  from  within  by  small  quantities 
of  their  appropriate  specific  (Mercury  in  the  one  case.  Thuja 
or  Nitric  acid  in  the  other),  no  general  evils  result.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  suppression  of  the  external  sign  is  followed 
by  the  well-known  constitutional  symptoms.  The  maladies 
thus  set  up  are  far  more  difficult  to  cure,  and  are  only  curable 
at  all  by  the  same  or  similar  specifics — selected  not  merely  on 
the  ground  of  their  homoBopathicity  to  the  existing  symptoms, 
but  also  because  of  their  relation  to  the  primary  taint.  Thus 
(the  illustration  is  my  own)  it  would  be  useless  to  attempt  to 
cure  a  syphilitic  angina  with  Belladonna,  or  a  syphilitic 
psoriasis  with  Arsenic. 

In  the  remaining  seven  eighths  of  chronic  diseases,  Hahne  • 
mann  says  that  he  found  the  same  impossibility  of  effecting  a 
permanent  cure  with  the  common  homoeopathic  specifics.  He 
sought  therefore  for  some  constitutional  miasm  or  miasms 
which  should  explain  the  protean  changes  and  inveterate 
duration  of  these  maladies,  as  the  syphilitic  poison  explained 
the  character  of  the  disorders  resulting  therefrom.  In  the 
common  itch  (psora  or  scabies)  he  thought  he  had  found  what 
he  sought.  Numerous  authors  testified  to  the  evils  resulting 
from  repercussion  of  the  itch  eruption — ^these  evils  including 
BQurly  every  ill  to  which  flesh  is  heir.  Again,  many  of  his 
ohronic  patients  confessed  to  having  had  the  itch,  and  in 
many  others  he  ascertained  the  same  fact  by  inquiry  of  parents 
and  nurses.  The  itch  was  a  specific  disease,  very  contagious, 
having  a  period  of  incubation  after  infection,  and  then  mani- 

.  47 
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f  estiiig  itself  by  one  or  more  Yesides  at  the  point  of  contact,— 
in  all  these  features  resembling  syphilis  and  sycosis.  Unable 
to  discover  any  other  chronic  miasm  but  this  to  account  for 
the  host  of  chronic  diseases  which  were  neither  syphilitic  nor 
sycosiCy  Hahnemann  propounded  the  theory  that  they  were 
uXLjpBoric,  Hence  followed  the  treatment.  Recent  itch  could 
nearly  always  be  cured  in  a  reasonably  short  time,  by  one  or 
more  infinitesimal  doses  of  Sulphur ;  and  the  same  medicino 
was  curatiTe  of  some  of  the  consequences  of  the  suppreB8io& 
of  the  eruption.  But  these  were  too  multifarious  to  be  homcBO- 
pathically  <x>yered  by  any  one  remedy.  Hence  a  number  of 
other  medidnes  were,  oa  various  grounds,*  classed  with  it 
as  ''  anti-psorics ; "  and  with  these,  selected  according  to  the 
law  of  similars,  all  chronic  non- venereal  diseases  were  to  be 
oombated. 

I  think  that  the  above  is  a  fair  presentation  of  Hahnemann'^ 
theory.  For  a  fuller  account  of  it,  and  of  the  criticisms  it  has 
provoked,  I  may  refer  you  to  Dr.  Dudgeon's  Leeturet  <m 
HatncBopidhy,  But  I  would  strongly  recommend  you  to  read 
Hahnemann's  ovm  exposition  of  his  doctrine.  It  is  a  marrel 
of  erudition,  of  thought,  and  of  reasoning, — if  only  the  pre* 
misses  were  sound. 

But  here  is  the  fatal  flaw.  Hahnemann  lived  at  a  time 
when  the  parasitic  nature  of  scabies  had  been  forgotten.  Bla 
ccmtemporaries  Bayer  and  Biett  regarded  it  as  questionable;, 
and  Hoffmann,  Juncker,  Wenzel,  and  Autenrieth  had  gone 
before  him  in  tracing  numerous  diseases  to  the  repeicuasioii 
of  the  eruption.  Now,  however,  no  reasonable  doubt  can  exist 
but  that  the  reception  of  the  acarus  is  the  proximate  cauae  of 
the  whole  phenomena  of  scabies.  The  disease  is  invariablj 
treated  ^by  external  applications,  chiefly  Sulphur  ointment; 
and  the  extensive  experience  o£  such  men  as  Hebra  and 
Erasmus  Wilson  may  be  taken  as  conchiaive  when  they  aajr 
that  they  have  nevw  seen  any  iU  effects  from  the  practice. 

•  See  Ckronk  2Hi§am  (Hempel's  tnuif).}  1, 186. 
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Is  tkere  then  no  truth  in  Hahnemann's  theory  F    Just  the 
reverse ;  as  I  shall  now  attempt  to  show. 

Although  Hahnemann  undoubtedly  based  the  logical  super- 
structure of  his  theory  upon  the  distinct  entity,  scabies,  yet 
ever  and  anon  he  includes  other  cutaneous  a£Eections  under  its 
name.     Thus  he  considers  the  ancient  leprosy  to  hold  the 
same  relation  as  scabies  to  chronic  diseases ;  and  in  another 
place  be  speaks  of  ^'  tinea  capitis,  crusta  lactea,  herpes,  &c./* 
as  "  varieties"  of  itch.     He  is  thus  standing  upon  the  truth 
which  is  every  day  becoming  more  generally  recognised,  that 
many  cutaneous  diseases  are  external  manifestations  of  a  con- 
stitutional taint.  To  say  nothing  of  the  syphilitic  exanthemata, 
who  does  not  know  how  frequently  the  gouty,  rheumatic,  or 
scrofulous  diathesis  comes  before  us  represented  solely  by  an 
eruption  on  the  skin  ?    Nor  would  it  be  denied  that  the  sup- 
pression of  such  eruptions  from  without  would  greatly  favour 
the  development  of  internal  disease.     The  same  thing  would 
happen,  though  more  slowly  and  mildly,  as  that  which  follows 
the  retrocession  or  even  the  non-development  of  the  rash  in 
the  acute  exanthemata.    Again,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that 
the  repulsion  by  external  applications  of  any  cutaneous  erup- 
tion is   liable  to  cause  disorder  of  the   internal  organs  in 
its  immediate  neighbourhood.     Lallemand  reports  cases  of 
spermatorrhoea   thus    induced,*   Beer    of    amaurosis,t  and 
Weitenweber  of  a^onia  X — i^  the  two  latter  the  itch  itself 
being  the  exanthem  in  question.     So  much  evidence  of  this 
kind  has  accumulated,  that  the  French  pathologists  have  re- 
discovered for  themselves  the  psora  theory,  in  a  modified 
form.     Men  like  Chomel  and  Gueneau  de  Mossy  speak  of  a 
herpetic    ("dartreux")    diathesis,    to    which   they    ascribe 
numerous  local  affections  and  chronic  maladies.  § 
Now  the  point  of  main  interest  to  us  here  is,  that  for  all 

<*  0>»  Spermatorrkcuh  p*  88. 
t  JSrit.  Jowm,  of  JToM.,  iii»  255. 
I  Ibid,,  vi,  314. 
§  Ibid.f  XV) i,  53. 
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these  disorders  aJtemating  with  skin  eruptions  or  resulting 
from  tbeir  suppression,  Sulphur  is  confessedly  the  princip^ 
remedy.    Beer's  amaurosis  was  removed  by  it — the  eruptioE 
returning.     Dr.  de  Mussy  recommends  the  Eaux  Boimes 
(which  are  sulphur  springs)  as  the  best  treatment  for  the 
chronic  throat  affections  he  traces  to  **  herpetism."  Lalleinand 
cures  his  cases  by  sulphuretted  baths.    Dr.  CasanoTa  mam- 
tains  that  the  reason  why  Harrogate  waters  cure  some  cases, 
and  utterly  fail  in  others  apparently  similar,  is  that  in  tbe 
former  the  symptoms  may  be  traced  back  to  the  suppression 
of  some  eruption,  while  in  the  latter  they  have  originated 
from  other  causes.     He  gives  two  pairs  of  cases  strikingly 
illustrative  and  confirmatory  of  his  doctrine.     And  in  chronic 
gout,  rheumatism,  and  scrofula — diatheses  in  which  the  skin 
is  so  frequently  involved — Sulphur  stands  at  the  head  of  our 
remedies :    while  in  other  constitutional  maladies,  such  as 
cancer,  rachitis,  and  tuberculosis,  which  have  no  such  cutaneous 
determination,  it  plays  no  useful  part. 

This  is  the  "  antipsoric  "  action  of  Sulphur.  You  will  see 
that  it  is  not  peculiar  to  the  homoeopathic  school,  though  it  is 
there  that  it  has  received  its  fullest  development,  both  theo- 
retical and  practical.  Of  the  theory  of  it  I  have  spoken  at 
sufficient  length :  let  me  now  turn  to  the  practice. 

I.  There  are  very  few  chronic  diseases  in  which  the  treat- 
ment may  not  be  advantageously  commenced  by  a  few  doses 
or  a  short  course  of  Sulphur.  I  shall  speak  of  rheumatism 
presMitly ;  but  as  regards  gout,  Dr.  Acworth,  who  made  this 
malady  a  special  study,  says  that  he  knows  of  no  better  medi- 
cines for  the  diathesis  than  Sulphur  and  Calcarea.  In  scrofula 
in  all  its  manifestations  (except  in  the  bones)  the  occasional 
exhibition  of  Sulphur  is  most  useful.  But  besides  such  defi- 
nite maladies,  we  frequently  meet  with  cases  presenting 
numerous  symptoms  of  ill-health,  which  rapidly  clear  up  under 
the  influence  of  the  drug.  I  suppose  that  in  these  patients 
there  is  or  Las  been  some  tendency  to  cutaneous  eruption. 
Many  obscYveta,  moreover,  testify  to  the  striking  results  of 
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giving  a  dose  or  two  of  a  high  dilution  of  Sulphur  in  the 
course  of  such  diseases  as  inflammation  of  the  brain  and 
lungs.  In  all  these  instances  the  drug  seems  itself  to  eficct  a 
certain  amount  of  improyement,  while  it  renders  subsequent 
medicines  more  efficacious.  Curiously  enough,  however,  it 
rarely  cures  alone.  If  it  be  continued,  in  chronic  disease,  above 
a  week  or  two,  the  progress  made  towards  cure  is  generally 
arrested,  and  even  becomes  retrograde.  Hahnemann  says — 
"  Sulphur,  when  administered  in  a  small  dose,  seldom  fails  in 
effecting  an  incipient  cure  of  the  chronic  non- venereal  dis- 
eases. I  know  a  physician  in  Saxony  who  obtained  a  great 
reputation  for  curing  such  maladies  by  adding,  without 
knowing  why,  flowers  of  sulphur  to  every  one  of  his  prescrip- 
tions. In  the  beginning  they  produced  a  good  effect,  but 
only  in  the  beginning,  for,  in  a  little  while,  the  good  effects 
ceased." 

There  is  one  of  these  diseases  now  under  consideration, 
however,  in  which  Sulphur  plays  a  more  permanently  curative 
part.  This  is  rheumatism.  Here  the  medicine  has  the  highest 
reputation — alike  in  the  domestic  practice  which  carries  it  in 
the  pocket ;  in  its  local  application  in  the  old  school  to  mus- 
cular and  tendinous  rheiimatism  and  sciatica;  and  in  the 
internal  use  of  homoeopathic  therapeutics.  **  1  almost  always^" 
writes  Dr.  Kussell,  "commence  the  treatment  of  chronic 
rheumatism  by  the  administration  of  Sulphur  in  some  form ; 
and  sometimes  I  find  it  useful  to  persevere  with  this  one 
remedy  for  months.  I  believe  that  in  this  I  merely  act  in 
accordance  with  the  general  practice  of  all  experienced  homoeo- 
pathists."  Dr.  Bayes  says  that  he  has  found  it  very  bene-i 
ficial  in  chronic  lumbago  and  sciatica  in  patients  of  venous 
constitution. 

n.  In  passing  now  to  the  local  actions  of  Sulphur,  I  would 
note  that  this  "  venosity "  of  which  Dr.  Bayes  speaks  is  a 
recognised  character  of  the  subjects  and  maladies  in  which  it 
displays  most  decided  influence.  Hempel  says  that  it  is  to 
the  venous  radicles  what  Aconite  is  to  the  arterioles,  with 
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equal  foroe  di88ipa4ing  their  engorgements.     We  may  witk 
advantage  take  this  thonglit  with  us  as  we  proceed. 

1.  For  many  citiia^MoiM  iMMwea  Sulphor  is  tiie  best  medickie 
we  hare.  It  readily  cures  recent  prurigo,  when  the  itching 
has  the  diaracteristic  of  that  induced  hy  the  drug.  It  clean 
the  i^in  fji  the  anomalous  eruptions  which  infest  it  in  unhealthj 
children.  It  is  good  for  acne,  where  also  its  local  application 
in  some  form  is  useful :  Teste  commends  it  for  &yus,  and 
Hempel  for  crusta  serpiginosa.  It  is  almost  an  unfaiHag  pie- 
Tentire  of  the  recurrence  of  boils ;  and  only  less  so  of  that  of 
styes  and  whitlows.  In  scabies  we  of  course  use  Sulphur  in 
Hhe  usual  manner  to  destroy  the  acarus.  But  since  the  enq>- 
tion  often  spreads  far  beyond  the  burrows  of  the  parasite,  and 
endures  after  its  destruction,  we  need  an  internal  remedy 
homoBopathic  to  it ;  and  this  our  provings  ^ow  that  we  pos- 
sess in  Sulphur.  I  would  add  that  dry  porrigo  capitis  and 
psoriasis  discolor  disappeared  during  the  Austrian  provings ; 
and  that  Dr.  Clotar  Mnller  esteems  Sulphur  the  principal 
remedy  for  old  ulceration  of  the  legs. 

2.  Sulphur  is  very  useful  in  many  affectionB  of  the  efe$. 
It  acts  most  upon  the  conjunctiva,  and  is  of  course  best  indi- 
cated when  inflammations  of  this  membrane  take  place  in 
unhealthy  subjects..  Its  chief  place  is  accordingly  in  starumoBS 
ophthalmia,  for  winch  at  some  time  in  the  treatment  it  i^ 
indispensable.  But  it  also,  says  Dr.  Dudgeon,  possesses  in 
acute  catarrhal  ophtiiahnia  an  efficacy  almost  magical ;  and 
has  been  used  with  more  or  less  success  in  inflammati<Hi  of 
neaiiy  every  texture  of  the  visual  organs.  I  refer  yon  to  his 
able  series  of  papeis  in  the  sixth  and  seventh  volumes  of  the 
BrUUk  Journal  of  Honujgopathyj  for  cases  illush^ve  of  its 
value. 

3.  Another  chief  seat  of  the  influence  of  Sulphur  is  the 
rectum.  It  is  very  good  for  itching  and  burning  of  the  anas; 
and  for  piles,  especially  when  dependent  upon  abdominal 
plethora  (with  Nux  vomica).  I  can  recommend  you  neariy 
mlwajB  to  begin  ^e^  ^ccAXuBftso^  ^  tjbxnnic  coBBtipaticm  with 
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Sulphur,  especially  when  piles  are  present.  But  here,  also, 
jon  will  generally  have  to  go  to  some  other  medicine  to  com- 
plete  the  cure.  Often,  delighted  by  the  wonderful  improve- 
ment effected  in  these  cases  by  a  week's  course  of  Sulphur,  I 
have  continued  its  administration ;  and  as  often  have  seen  the 
benefit  gained  steadily  disappearing  until  I  changed  the 
medicine.  There  are  also  cases  of  chronic  diarrhoea,  the 
'evacuations  occurring  chiefly  if  not  entirely  in  the  early 
morning,  and  being  very  urgent,  in  which  Sulphur  is  cura« 
tive.  Hahnemann,  in  the  McUeria  Medica  Pwa,  recommends 
it  in  autumnal  dysentery  with  fatiguing  tenesmus,  worse  at 
night. 

4.  Not  less  specific  is  the  influence  of  Sulphur  on  affections 
of  the  retpiratory  organs.  I  cannot  better  exhibit  its  homceo- 
pathicity  here  than  by  bringing  before  you  the  experience 
of  Dr.  Leudet  with  the  sulphurous  springs  of  Eaux-Bonnes. 
It  is  related  in  a  communication  made  by  him  to  the  eleyenth 
yolume  of  the  Practitioner.  He  describes  the  effect  of  the 
medication  in  a  case  of  chronic  bronchitis,  characterising  it  as 
'**  a  kind  of  congestive  poussee  towards  the  respiratory  organs, 
with  nervous  and  circulatory  stimulation  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  system.  It  seems  as  if  the  bronchial  disease  resumes 
an  acute  character  under  the  exciting  impression  of  the  sul- 
phurous water,  and  that  in  order  to  heal  and  disappear  it 
requires  this  ephemeral  revivification.'*  In  another  place  he 
jays — ''  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Eaux-Bonnes  may  bring 
on  spitting  of  blood  in  phthisical  subjects,  since  they  are 
•capable  of  producing  the  same  result  in  individuals  whose 
«ir-pas8ages  are  quite  unimpaired."  And  again — ^  The  Eaux- 
Bonnes  stimulate  the  muscular  coating  of  the  bronchi,  excite 
its  contractions,  and  may  go  so  far  as  to  create  artificial 
jwthma." 

To  these  actions  of  the  drug  (which  are  fully  substantiated 
by  our  pathogeneses)  its  use  in  homoeopathic  practice  pre- 
cisely corresponds.  At  the  Leopoldstadt  Hospital  in  Vienna 
8iil|^ar  has  for  many  years  held  a  very  high  place  among  the 
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remedies  for  pleurisy  and  pneumoiiia.  In  pleurisy  it  is  giyen 
(after  Aconite)  in  the  aeiite  plastic  form,  where  it  is  said 
rapidly  to  disperse  the  effusion.  Nor  has  it  less  power, 
according  to  the  able  physicians  who  first  conducted  the 
hospital — Drs.  Wurmb  and  Caspar — ,  in  promoting  the  reso- 
lution of  pneumonic  hepatizations.  It  is  at  the  end  of  the 
second  stage  of  pneumonia  that  it  is  indicated; — that 
"  period,"  as  Bahr  well  says,  "  of  anxious  expectation  to  the 
physician,  because  he  cannot  decide  whether  re-absorption  or 

a  purulent  dissolution  of  the  exudation  will  take  place 

Now  is  the  period  for  the  exhibition  of  Sulphur,  and  it  is 
astonishing  with  what  magical  rapidity  the  organic  reaction 
is  sometimes  kindled  by  this  agent."  Dr.  Kussell  considers 
Sulphur  a  most  important  remedy  for  asthma;  and  poinia 
out  the  frequent  alternation  of  paroxysms  of  this  disease  with 
fits  of  gout  and  attacks  of  lepra  and  psoriasis.  I  know  indeed 
of  no  remedy  so  frequently  beneficial  in  chronic  asthma.  Dr^ 
Meyhoffer,  in  his  classical  treatise  on  Diseases  of  the  Seepira- 
tory  Organs,  gives  several  illustrations  of  the  value  of  Sulphur 
in  chronic  bronchitis,  especially  in  gouty,  rheumatic,  or  other- 
wise unhealthy  subjects.  Dr.  Bayes  praises  it  in  phthisis  when 
the  skin  is  eruptive.  As  regards  this  disease  I  would  again 
refer  you  to  Dr.  Leudet's  interesting  paper.  While  showing 
that  the  good  effects  of  the  sulphurous  waters  are  primarilj 
due  to  their  local  aflSnity  and  substitutive  action,  he  goes  on 
to  say  that  the  forms  and  varieties  of  phthisis  in  which  they 
^u?e  most  beneficial  are  those  in  which  "  the  patient  is  not  only 
phthisical,  but  something  else  besides — rheumatic,  gouty,  or 
herpetic."  These  old  "organic  habitudes,"  he  says,  "are  stirred 
up  and  brought  to  life  by  the  sulphurous  medication.  They 
had  been  vanquished  by  the  more  destructive  and  fatal 
tubercular  diathesis ;  but  now,  revived,  they  in  turn  prove 
antagonistic  to  it,  and  suspend  its  course."  This  is  just  the 
"  antipsoric  "  use  of  Sulphur  in  other  words. 

It  is  worth  remembering  that  of  the  diseases  most  fre- 
quently ascT&e^  \Ai  thft  repercussion  of  itch  by  Autenrieth 
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and  Lis    fellows    asthma  and   plithisis   occupy   the  highest 
place. 

5.  A  neurotic  action  has  only  lately  come  to  be  ascribed  to 
Sulphur.  Dr.  Eobert  Cooper,  one  of  our  most  industrious 
therapeutic  workers,  has  been  labouring  at  this  subject  for 
some  years  past.  In  a  pamphlet  published  in  1869,*  he 
endeavoured  to  establish  the  specific  power  of  the  drug  over 
"an  intermittent  periodical  neuralgia,  in  which  an  aggrava- 
tion takes  place  every  twenty-four  hours,  generally  at  12  or  1 
o'clock,  either  in  the  middle  of  the  day  or  at  midnight, 
gradually  increasing  up  to  this  point,  and  then  as  gradually 
diminishing."  In  subsequent  communications,  mainly  to  the 
British  Journal  of  JIomceopathy,f  he  shows  that  he  has  been 
led  to  extend  the  use  of  Sulphur  to  almost  every  form  of 
neuralgia,  and  with  rarely  failing  benefit.  It  is  in  his  hands, 
what  we  have  seen  Phosphorus  to  be  in  those  of  Mr.  Ashburton 
Thompson ;  and,  like  that,  has  hardly  proved  so  successful 
elsewhere.  Several  cures  by  it,  however,  have  already  been 
published  by  pther  practitioners ;  J  and  further  experience  will 
doubtless  enable  us  to  fix  its  place  in  the  therapeutics  of  the 
disease,  and  so  to  have  another  useful  agent  at  our  command 
in  its  treatment. 

Dr.  Cooper  would  extend  the  neurotic  action  of  Sulphur  to 
intermittent  fever,  and  considers  that  we  have  in  it  an  "  anti- 
periodic  "  of  the  first  order.  I  can  hardly  think  that  the  evi- 
dence yet  adduced  is  sufficient  to  warrant  this  conclusion. 
But  some  of  the  cases  he  has  related  §  do  show  that  we  have 
in  it  a  valuable  remedv  for  the  malarial  cachexia,  as  we  often 
meet  with  it  in  those  who  have  returned  from  tropical 
climates ;  and  as  this,  too,  is  a  new  use  of  the  drug,  Dr. 
Cooper  merits  our  best  thanks  for  having  added  to  our  know- 
ledge of  its  virtues  and  put  new  means  at  otur  disposal  for  the 
aid  of  our  patients. 

•  Sulphur  <u  a  remedy  for  Neuralgia  and  Inlermittent  Fever, 

f  See  vol.xxlx,  664;  xxx,  274. 

X  As  in  Monthiy  Horn.  Review^  xvi,  93. 

§  Brit»  Journ.  of  Horn. ^  xxviii,  192;  xxxiii,  698. 
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6.  Lastly,  I  would  speak  of  the  use  of  Sulphur  in  the  form 
d  sulphurous  acid,  as  obtained  by  burning  it  in  the  atmo- 
•phcre  the  patient  breathes,  or  spraying  a  solution  into  the 
air-passages.  This  medication  has  been  brought  before  the 
profession  by  Dr.  Dewar,  of  Kirkcaldy,*  and  Mr.  Pairman,  of 
Kggar.f  In  affections  of  the  respiratory  oi^gans  they  obtain 
the  same  benefits  which  we  have  seen  as  resulting  from  the 
internal  use  of  the  drug ;  and  find  that  Sulphur  can  thus 
«au8e  asthma  as  well  as  cure  it,  just  as  the  Eaux-Bonnes  do. 
But  their  most  important  result  is  to  show — what  was  indeed 
partially  known  previously — ^that  the  fumes  of  Sulphur 
eonstitute  one  of  the  most  potent  disinfectants  known ;  and 
in  this  capacity  operate  most  beneficially  in  the  management 
of  all  infectious  diseases.  In  those  of  animals  such  a  mode 
of  treatment  seems  to  promise  great  things ;  and  there  is  no 
reason  why,  especially  in  the  form  of  spray,  sulphurous  acid 
should  not  be  helpful  in  destroying  the  germs  of  contagious 
maladies  in  the  human  subject. 

It  is  curious  to  find  Dr.  Dewar  and  his  friend  as  enthosi- 
astic  about  Sulphur  as  almost  a  panacea  for  all  diseases  as  if 
they  were  complete  adherents  of  the  psora-doctrine. 

There  may  yet  be  forms  of  disease — especially  old  con- 
gestions, as  of  the  brain  and  liver — in  whose  treatment 
Sulphur  finds  a  place ;  but  I  think  that  from  what  I  have 
said  you  will  have  gained  a  fair  idea  of  most  of  its  proper- 
ties. 

As  an  "  anti-psoric,"  it  is  a  unique  drug.  Otherwise,  it 
best  compares  with  Arsenic  and  with  Sepia. 

All  dilutions  seem  to  act  well;  but  in  rheumatism  and 
asthma  the  lowest  triturations  seem  most  in  favour.  Dr. 
Cooper's  cases  were  all  treated  with  the  tincture. 

*  On  the  Application  of  8^lpimr<m»  Acid,    1868. 

t  The  Great  Sulphur  Cure  brought  to  the  tett.     1868. 


LECTUEE  XLI. 

TABACUM,  TARAXACUM,  TELLURIUM,  TEREBINTHINA,  TEUCRIUM, 

THUJA,  URANIUM. 

Wb  are  now  beginning  to  see  the  end  of  our  jonmey. 
Solphiir  has  been  the  last  medicine  which  requires  anj 
lengthened  treatment ;  and  in  two  or  three  more  lectures  I 
hope  to  complete  all  I  have  to  saj  about  the  Materia  Medica 
Homoeopathica. 

My  first  subject  to-day  will  be  the  "weed"  dear  to 
^mokersy  Nicotiana 

Tabacum. 

We  make  a  tincture  from  the  leaves  of  the  Virginian 
plant. 

There  is  a  proving  of  Tobacco  in  the  third  volume  of  ihe 
ArzaeUniiteilekre  of  Hartlaub  and  Trinks,  contributed  by 
Sehreter  and  Nenning,  and  seemingly  obtained  from  sub- 
stantial quantities  on  the  healthy  subject. 

Most  of  those  who  listen  to  me  are,  probaUy,  smokera. 
I  need  not  therefore  remind  you  of  the  ordinary  effects  of 
tobacoo  on  unsophistieated  frames.  They  form  the  group  of 
symptoms — ^pale  face,  cold  and  perspiring  skin,  salivation, 
faintness,  sinking  at  the  stomach,  small,  frequent,  and 
irregular  pulse — ^which,  with  the  distressing  sensation  of 
McJmfiiw  itsdf,  constitute  the  condition  called  "  nausea,"  bm 
we  have  seen  it  induced  by  Tartar  emetic  and  Lobelia* 
With  it — ^and  more  from  tobacco  than  from  the  others — it 
general  muscular  relaxation  throughout  the  body.    I  have 
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already    said    that   physiology   has    not  yet  explained  tlie 
rationale  of  this  condition,  save  by  referring  it  to  the  emetic 
centres  at  the  base  of   the  brain ;    and  that  pharmacology 
accordingly  can  only  deal  with  it  phenomenally.     It  is  im- 
portant, however,  to    know    that   the    ordinary  depressant 
and  relaxant  effects  of  tobacco — whether  as  smoked  by  a 
novice  or  as  injected  in  infusion  into  the  rectum — ^belong  to 
the  state  of  nausea.     For  its  actual  direct  effect  upon  the 
heart,  muscles,  and  nervous  centres  is  of  a  somewhat  different 
character,  as  experiment  has  ascertained  and  poisoning  by  it 
occasionally    shown.      It    is — in  the  form  of    its  alkaloid 
nicotine — a   tetanizer    to  both  voluntary    and   involuntary 
muscles,  including  the  heart,  intestines,  and  uterus ;  and  it 
contracts  the  pupil.     In  large  poisonous  doses  it  affects  the 
cerebral  functions,  causing  a  semi-apoplectic  condition  and 
(j>o8t-mort€m)  much  congestion  of  the  brain,  especially  about 
the  pons  Varolii  and  medulla  oblongata. 

Beside  these  effects  of  tobacco,  we  have  those  of  its  long- 
continued  use  in  excess.     Palpitation  and  intermittent  action 
of  the  heart  are  among  the  most  common  of  these ;  and  in 
extreme  instaaices  even  angina  pectoris  may  be  induced,  as 
observed  by  M.  Beau.*     Amaurosis,  from  white  atrophy  of 
the  retina  (without  preceding  neuritis),  was  for  some  time 
among  its  more   dubious  effects:    but  the  observations  of 
Mr.  Hutchinson  seem  to  have  established  the  reality  of  the 
connexion  between  the  two.f     In  a  case  recorded  by  Lalle- 
mand,  spermatorrhoea  with  all  its  attendant  evils  seems  to 
have  been  induced  by  continued  exposure  to  the  emanations 
of  tobacco.J     Then  we  have  observations  upon  the  state  of 
health  of  workmen  in  cigar  mafiufactories,  some  of  which 
you  will  find  in  a  paper  by  M.  Teste  translated  in  the  seven- 
teenth volume  of  the  British  Journal  of  HomcBopathy,     It 
produces  in  these  subjects  a  peculiar  dull  grey  complexioo 

•  See  Phillips,  sub  voce, 

t  See  Medical  Timet  and  Gazette,  Sept.  28,  1867. 
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(evidently  of  hsematic  origin,  as  it  is  removable  by  the  pre- 
parations of  iron),  loss  of  flesh,  and  dyspnoea  probably 
asthmatic.  Last,  we  get  such  effects  as  those  described  in 
the  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal  of  August,  1864,  where  long- 
continued  tobacco-eating  (!)  caused  complete  marasmus, 
paralysis,  and  death. 

Shall  I  add  to  these  unquestionable  symptoms  any  de- 
rivable from  what  is  called  the  "  moderate  "  use  of  tobacco  ? 
As  I  am  no  smoker  myself,  I  must  be  careful  to  preserve  im- 
partiality here.  I  believe  that  the  use  of  tobacco  stands  on 
the  same  footing  as  that  of  tea  and  coffee.  They  are  all' 
medicinal  agents  ;  all  produce  violent  symptoms  of  poisoning 
when  taken  in  large  quantities ;  and  all,  when  habitually  used 
in  excess,  disorder  the  functions,  especially  those  of  the  heart 
and  nervous  system.  But  the  experience  of  all  of  us  goes  to 
prove  that  tea  and  coffee  may  be  taken  daily  without  any 
appreciable  effect  on  the  health.  This  is  the  "  moderate  " 
use.  Its  figure  can  only  be  ascertained  by  experience,  and 
probably  differs  with  different  persons.  So  also  with 
tobacco.  Only  I  suspect  that  the  qua^itum  allowed  them- 
selves by  most  smokers  is  beyond  the  safety -point  of  modera- 
tion. Teste  says : — "  all  smokers  of  long  standing,  or  almost 
all — for  I  admit  exceptions — ^have  their  slight  or  severe 
ailments  which  woidd  immediately  cease  were  they  to  leave 
off  smoking."  It  is  easy  for  any  one  who  suffers,  but  does 
not  as  yet  mistrust  his  pipe,  to  try  the  experiment  for  him^ 
self.  I  think  that  any  one  who  will  read  M.  Teste's  cases 
(including  his  own  experience)  as  related  in  the  paper  I 
have  mentioned  will  feel  inclined  to  do  so.  Dr.  Dyce 
Brown's  recent  advocacy  of  moderate  smoking*  in  no  way 
conflicts  with  these  views.  I  cannot,  however,  agree  with 
him  in  supposing  that  to  fbe  healthy  body  tobacco  is  ever 
a  "  stimulant,"  however  smaQ  the  dose.  His  own  experiences 
of  its  action  of  this  kind  are  entirely  taken  from  morbid 
conditions ;  and  he  himself  admits  that  if  he  smokes  whea 

•  Brit.  Journ,  of  Horn,,  zzxlii,  496. 
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not  fatigued  or  depressed  his  usual  allowance  will  make  him 
"seedy." 

I  can  say  little  at  present  about  then^utical  uses  of 
Tabacum.  To  poison  people  with  it  for  the  sake  of  obtainmg^ 
muscular  relaxation  is  of  course  no  part  of  our  practice ;  and 
even  in  the  old  school  has  been  rendered  unnecessaiy  tana 
chloroform  has  become  known.  Its  employment  in  tetanus 
may  rest  upon  another  foundation.  If  the  drug  is  grren  to 
cause  relaxation  through  nausea,  it  is  of  course  used  anti- 
pathically,  and  is  sufficiently  perilous.  But,  as  we  hare  seoi, 
'  it  is  in  another  mode  of  its  action  perfectly  homceopathic  to 
the  tetanic  condition ;  and  some  of  the  success  daimed  for  it 
here  and  in  strychnia-poisoning  may  be  due  to  this  modw 
operandi.  It  ought  to  be  an  occasicmal  remedy  for  sea- 
sickness ;  my  trials  of  it,  however,  have  hitherto  yielded  onlj 
negatiye  results.  Teste's  observations  would  show  its  homceo- 
pathicity  to  some  forms  of  gastralgia  and  enteralgia ;  and  Dr. 
Edward  Blake  commends  it  in  the  insomnia  of  dilated  heart* 
As  allied  medicines  we  have  Aniimoniimi  tartaricum,  Digitaliit 
and  Lobelia. 

We  next  come  to  the  dandelion,  Leontodon 

Taraxacum. 

Our  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  expressed  juice  of  the  recent 
plant. 

Hahnemann  obtained  five  provcrs  for  Taraxacum,  though 
he  did  not  experiment  with  it  himself.  Their  results,  making 
264  symptoms,  appear  in  the  fifth  Tolume  of  the  Beine 
Arzneindttellehre. 

This  pathogenesis  presents  little  that  is  characteristic.  The 
coating  of  the  tongue  with  a  white  skin,  which  peels  off  in 
patches,  leaving  a  raw  surface ;  diuresis ;  and  profuse  per- 
spiration throughout  the  night,  are  the  only  symptoms  whidi 
strike  me.  A  case  of  over-dosing  with  the  drug,  cited  bj 
Hempel   from  the  Lancet^  shows  its  power  of  causing  an 

*  Monthly  Horn,  SevieWf  xix,  94. 


exanthem  like  a  mixture  of  lichen  and  urticaria,  with  fierce 
itching  and  constitutional  irritation. 

We  have  no  experience  of  Taraxacum  confirmatory  of  the 
hepatic  action  ordinarily  ascribed  to  it,  but  which  the  experi- 
ments of  Dr.  Hughes  Bennett,  and  also  those  of  Dr.  Buther- 
ford  and  M.  Vignal,  render  very  questionable.  Dr.  Phillips 
thinks  its  medicinal  efficacy  is  due,  not  to  any  action  on  the 
lirer,  but  to  a  "tonic"  influence  which  it  exerts  on  the 
stomach  and  duodeniun.  This  may  well  be,  as  Pereira  saya 
that  "  where  the  digestive  organs  are  weak,  and  readily  dis- 
ordered. Taraxacum  is  very  apt  to  occasion  dyspepsia,  flatu- 
lency, pain,  and  diarrhoea."  It  ought  to  be  serviceable  in  such 
dyspepsia,  when  accompanied  with  patchy  tongue.  It  might 
be  useful,  moreover,  in  some  cases  of  diuresis,  of  night-sweats,^^ 
and  of  recent  cutaneous  disorder. 

For  dose  Hahnemann  advises  a  drop  of  the  pure  juice,  L  e. 
two  drops  of  his  mother-tincture. 

Another  of  the  rarer  metals  now  comes  before  us  in  the 
shape  of 

Tellurium. 

The  precipitated  metal  is  triturated  for  our  use. 

A  monograph  on  Tellurium,  containing  provings  on  fourteen 
persons  mainly  instituted  with  the  lower  triturations,  is  con- 
tributed by  Dr.  Hering  to  the  fifth  volume  of  the  AmerictM 
Somoeqpathde  Beview. 

Dr.  Hering  tells  us  that  he  proved  Tellurium  on  the  same 
day  in  the  morning  &t  which,  for  the  first  time  in  his  life,  he 
saw  the  metal  and  took  it  into  his  hands.  "  Everything  of 
the  kind,"  he  says,  *^  must,  with  me,  pass  as  soon  as  possible 
over  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  tongue,  mouth,  and 
phaiynx ;  and  I  then  listen  with  a  more  attentive  spiritual 
ear  than  if  a  symphony  of  Beethoven  were  being  performed. 
I  listen  eagerly  to  hear  what  kind  of  an  answer  may  be  forth- 
coming from  the  unknown  depths  of  the  human  body  and 
life."  He  did  not  hear  much  that  was  significant  in  bis 
experiments  on  his  own  person ;  but  two  of  his  f ellow-provers 
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— Drs.  Metcalf  and  Carroll  Dunham — got  very  striking  results. 
Several  provers  had  prickling  itching  of  the  skin,  with  papular 
eruption;  but  Dr.  Metcalf  had  besides  two  or  three  well- 
marked  patches  of  herpes  circinnatus.  Dr.  Carroll  Dunham 
found,  after  some  days,  his  left  ear  beginning  to  itch,  bunii 
and  swell.  "  There  were  aching  and  throbbing  pains  in 
the  external  meatus,  and,  in  the  course  of  three  or  four  days, 
a  copious  watery  discharge  from  the  ear,  smelling  like  fish 
pickle.  The  discharge  was  acrid,  and  caused  a  vesicukr 
eruption  on  the  lower  lappet  of  the  ear  and  on  the  neck, 
wherever  it  touched  the  skin.  The  inflammation  of  the  ear 
generally  was  not  vesicular.  The  colour  was  a  bluish  red, 
and  the  ear  had  the  appearance  of  being  infiltrated  witb 
water."  This  affection  lasted  nearly  three  months ;  and  left 
the  prover,  it  is  said,  with  his  hearing  permanently  affected. 

Both  Dr.  Metcalf  and  Dr.  Dunham  report  much  success 
from  using  the  drug  in  accordance  with  these  indications.  I 
can  myself  confirm  the  experience  of  the  former  as  to  its  value 
in  ringworm  oE  the  surface ;  and  Dr.  Houghton,  of  NewTork, 
who  is  giving  much  attention  to  aural  disease,  tells  us  that 
Tellurium  is  as  specific  for  otitis  media  with  thin  acrid  [dis- 
•charge  as  Pulsatilla  when  it  is  thick  and  bland.* 

Another  effect  of  the  drug  on  Dr.  Dunham  was  great  super* 
ficial  tenderness  of  the  spine,  from  the  last  cervical  to  about 
the  fifth  dorsal  vertebra,  with  an  irritation  radiating  therefrom 
upwards,  outwards,  and  forwards.  This  lasted  for  some  two 
months ;  and  should  cause  the  metal  to  be  remembered  in 
spinal  irritation. 

As  Tellurium  was  proved  mainly  in  the  third  and  fourth 
triturations,  it  would  seem  that  it  should  not  be  given  lower 
in  disease.  Dr.  Metcalf  used  the  third  potency  in  his  cases, 
Dr.  Dunham  the  thirtieth. 

I  must  next  direct  your  attention  to  the  place  occupied  in 
homoeopathic  practice  by  the  oil  of  turpentine, 

*  ^^^  Brit.  Joum.  of  Horn,,  xxxiv,  866. 
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Terebinthina. 

We  make  a  solution  of  the  oil  in  rectified  spirit. 

The  rubefacient  effects  of  turpentine  when  applied  to  the 
skin  suggest  its  local  action  on  the  stomach  and  bowels  when 
swallowed,  though  it  is  commonly  hurried  too  quickly  through 
the  alimentary  canal  to  set  up  inflammation.  Given  in  con- 
ditions of  passive  inflammation  and  ulceration  of  the  digestive 
anuoous  membrane,  the  same  local  influence,  acting  substitu- 
tively,  becomes  curative.  Hence  its  repute  in  typhoid  fever, 
when  the  ulceration  of  the  bowels  becomes  active  (as  shown 
mainly  by  the  dry  and  glazed  tongue),  or  lingers  too  long 
into  the  stage  of  convalescence,  provoking  recurring  diarrhoea. 
When  absorbed  into  the  blood,  turpentine  acts  as  a  general 
.stimulant,  causing  intoxication  and  a  febrile  condition,  and 
setting  up  inflammatory  irritation  at  the  seats  of  its  elimina- 
tion, which  are  the  urinary  and  respiratory  organs  and  the 
.skin.     I  will  speak  of  these  seriatim. 

1.  By  far  the  most  important  sphere  of  the  action  of  Tere- 
binthina lies  in  the  region  of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  mucous 
membrane  generally.  It  is  an  irritant  throughout  the  tract. 
Acting  on  the  kidneys,  in  very  small  doses  it  is  diuretic :  in 
larger  quantities,  it  sets  up  congestion  going  on  to  inflamma- 
tion of  these  organs,  with  hsematuria,  albuminuria,  and  some- 
^mes  complete  suppression  of  urine.  It  inflames  also  the 
bladder  and  urethra,  and  often  causes  strangury.  All  this  is 
40  well  known,  that  any  application  of  turpentine  to  urinary 
inflammations  must  be  admitted  to  be  homoeopathic.  So 
Pereira  says,  **  In  blennorrhoea  of  the  urinary  apparatus,  it 
seems  to  set  up  a  new  kind  of  irritation  in  the  affected  mem- 
brane, which  supersedes  the  previously  existing'  disease.*'  It 
is  indeed  our  chief  remedy  in  hypereemise  of  the  urinary 
4organs.  In  simple  renal  congestion,  which  is  almost  as 
common  as  the  corresponding  affection  of  the  liver,  it  is 
well  nigh  infallible.    When  this  condition  goes  on  to  com- 
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plete  suppression  of  mine,  Turpentine  will  often  restore 
the  secretion;  as  in  a  case  of  Dr.  Yeldham's  in  the  first 
Yolume  of  the  Annals  (p.  386).  When  it  manifests  itself  hj 
hsematuria,  jou  will  generally  find  Turpentine  the  best 
styptic.  But  the  relation  of  the  drug  to  true  inflammatioit 
of  the  kidneys  requires  more  detailed  consideration. 

There  is  a  typical  case  of  its  pathogenetic  effects  in  the 
eleventh  chapter  of  Dr.  Qeorge  Johnson's  book  on  Kdnej 
Diseases.  Besides  the  evidences  of  inflammation  of  theurisaij 
pas8i^;es,  there   was    considerable  hemorrhage,  which  ih» 
presence  of  blood-casts  of  the  renal  tubes  prored  to  hare 
come  from  the  kidneys  themselves.  But  it  should  be  obserfed 
that  albumen  was  found  only  when  blood  was  present,  and 
that  no  desquamation  of  renal  epithelium  could  be  discoTered. 
These  are,  as  I  have  satisfied  myself,  the  usual  effects  d 
Turpentine  upon  the  kidney.    They  signify,  I  take  it,  that  its 
m^  influence  is  expended  upon  the  Malpighian  bodies, 
causing  their  congestion,  and  hence  (as  we  have  seen)  hsenift- 
turia  or  ischuria.     In  nephritis,  accordingly,  it  would  le 
preferable  where  the  congestion  predominated  over  the  de- 
squamation.   This  obtains,  according  to  Dr.  Dickinson,  in  the 
nephritis  from  cold  as  distinguished  from  that  from  scarlatina. 
Our  experience  with  the  drug  fairly  corresponds  with  these 
pathogenetic  indications.      Dr.    Kidd's   paper  on  Brigbt's 
Disease  *  first  brought  it  prominently  forward  as  a  remedf . 
The  first  case  in  which  he  gave  it  was  one  of  albuminuria  of 
some  months'  standing,  with  great  anasarca,  from  cold.    The 
urine  was  scanty  and  smoky,  sp.  gr.  1018 ;  under  the  micro- 
scope blood-globules  only  were  observed.    Complete  recoveiy 
took  place  imder  four-drop  doses  of  the  pure  spirit  three 
times  a  day.    The  other  case  was  apparently  one  of  granular 
degeneration.      But  it  had  begun  with    hsBmaturia    from 
mechanical  violence ;  there  was  much  anasarca,  with  hydro- 
tborax ;  and  the  urine  contained  fibrinous  casts  and  blood- 

*  JBrit  Joum,  ofSom^  ziii,  560. 
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discs.  Terebinthina  ^,  gtt.  j  ter  die,  remoTed  the  anasarca 
and  hjdrothorax,  and  the  general  health  improved ;  but  the 
mine  remamed  albuminous  and  of  sp.  gr.  1012  only.  Nor 
do  the  cases  of  post-scarlatinal  nephritis  adduced  bj  Bra. 
Henderson  and  Yeldham  *  lead  to  any  different  conclusion. 
In  all  the  immediate  effect  of  the  Turpentine  is  to  make  the 
urine  freer  and. clearer; — i,e.  it  liberates  the  Malpighian 
capillaries  from  their  congestive  torpor,  so  that  the  aqueous 
portion  of  the  urine  is  freely  secreted,  and  the  loaded  tubes 
flushed  of  d^ris  and  cleared  for  action.  I  myself,  however^ 
prefer  Arsenicum  and  Canthans  in  this  form  of  the  disease. 

In  other  affections  of  the  urinary  mucous  surface  Tere- 
binthina is  homoeopathic  enough^  but  is  hardly  used  so  fre- 
quently as  its  analogues  in  our  practice. 

2.  That  turpentine  is  exhaled  by  the  breath  is  evident 
to  the  senses;  and  it  is  allowed  by  all  that  where  the 
bronchial  mucous  membrane  is  the  seat  of  chronic  catarrh, 
the  medicine  in  passing  through  it  exercises  a  modifying 
influence  for  the  better.  But  it  is  not  clearly  recognised  that 
this  influence  is  of  the  same  character  as  that  which  we  have 
seen  in  the  urinary  sphere — ^that  it  is  a  true  instance  of 
*'  substitution,"  ue,  of  homoeopathy.  Trousseau  and  Pidouz, 
however,  make  this  plain.  '*  The  mucous  membranes  '*  they 
say  of  those  imder  its  influence  *^  are  dry,  as  if  in  the  first 
stage  of  catarrh :  they  are  injected,  turgid,  and  hot.  There 
is  frequently  herpes  labialis,  heavy  sub-sternal  pain  and 
tickling  in  the  trachea,  as  at  the  commencement  of  bronchitis : 
the  subjects  have  been  seen  to  bring  up  phlegm  streaked  with 
blood." 

3.  Turpentine,  as  it  is  eliminated  by  the  skin,  causes  xed- 
nessand  even  scarlatiniform  eruption  there.  No  use,  how- 
ever, has  yet  been  made  of  its  cutaneous  action. 

There  are  three  other  properties  of  Turpentine  wkich 
require  consideration,  and  which  do  not  obviously  s|»nng  from 
its  physiological  action. 

*  Brit  Jonm,  of  Sbm,,  xiv,  1 ;  AmimU,  1, 386. 
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The  first  is  its  anti-hsemorrhagic  yirtae,  which  is  Tin- 
questionable.  Whether  it  is  homoeopathic  or  no,  I  cannot 
saj.  We  have  certainly  seen  it  causing  hsomaturia  and 
hssmoptysis,  and  Stills  says  that  females  inhaling  the  oil 
suffer  from  monorrhagia  and  djsmenorrhoea.  To  such  bleed« 
ings,  then,  it  is  a  simile ;  but  I  cannot  yet  affirm  that  this  rs 
its  modua  operandi  when  curatiye  of  the  h»morrhage  of 
gastric  and  intestinal  ulceration,  or  of  purpura,  as  it  is  said 
to  be. 

Secondly,  turpentine  is  well-nigh  specific  for  tympanites,  as 
it  occurs  in  typhoid  fever  and  in  puerperal  disorders.  Here  tbe 
evidence  of  homceopathicity  is  stronger;  for  Trousseau  and 
Pidoux  specify  meteorism  among  the  effects  of  swallowing  a 
drachm  of  the  oil,  as  observed  by  them. 

These  writers  also  show  that  the  same  account  is  to  be 
given  of  another  singular  property  of  turpentine,  viz.  its 
power  over  sciatica.  '^  In  certain  cases,"  they  say,  **  it  causes 
an  exquisite  sensibility,  especially  in  the  lower  extremities— 
a  general  painfulness  of  the  parts,  \iat  existing  especiallj 
along  the  track  of  the  great  nerves."  I  suspect  that  its  value 
in  rheumatic  ophthalmia,  as  established  by  Carmichael  and 
others,  rests  on  the  same  foundation ;  though  this  has  not  jet 
been  demonstrated. 

Caniharia  and  Copaiba  are  the  chief  analogues  of  Tere- 
binthina,  though  many  others  might  be  named. 

The  lower  dilutions  only  have  been  employed.  I  use  from 
the  third  to  the  first  of  the  decimal  scale  according  as  the  case 
is  acute  or  chronic. 

I  have  now  a  few  words  to  say  about  the  cat-thyme — 

Teucrium  mamm  verum. 

The  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  whole  plant. 

The  pathogenesis  of  Teucrium  is  in  Stapfs  Addiiian$.  The 
proving  was  conducted  by  four  persons,  but  their  manner  of 
proceeding  ^  not  ^toited. 
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There  is  little  that  is  distinctive  in  the  list  of  symptoms 
produced  bj  Teucrium.  It  was  reputed  of  old  in  polypus 
narium^  used  locally  in  the  form  of  snuff;  and  homoeopathy, 
discerning  some  specific  action  on  the  Schneiderian  membrane, 
has  preserved  the  practice.  But  its  chief  value  is  as  a  remedy 
for  ascarides,  against  which  it  operates  in  the  same  curious 
manner  as  we  have  seen  Cina  do.  I  prefer  it  to  the  latter 
where  these  parasites  cause  much  irritation  of  the  rectum. 
It  rarely  fails,  when  given  in  small  doses  of  the  mother- 
tincture  or  one  of  the  lower  dilutions,  to  neutralise  their 
efiTects  and  promote  their  expulsion. 

I  have  next  to  bring  before  you  a  medicine  of  some  im- 
portance which  is  quite  strange  to  ordinary  practice.  It  is 
the  product  of  the  evergreen  known  as  "  arbor  vitse,"  the 

Thuja  occidentalis 

of  Linnseus.    Our  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  young  shoots. 

The  pathogenesis  of  Thuja  was  published  by  Hahnemann 
in  the  fifth  volume  of  the  Beine  Arzneimittellehre.  It  contains 
334  symptoms  of  his  own,  and  300  from  ten  fellow-observers. 
For  this  drug  also  we  have  the  advantage  of  one  of  the 
admirable  re-provings  of  the  Austrian  Society.  It  was  carried 
out  upon  twenty-six.  persons,  of  whom  eighteen  were  men, 
five  women,  and  three  children.  The  doses  were  pushed  even 
to  as  much  as  1000  drops  of  the  tincture.  The  full  record  of 
the  proving  was  published  by  Ih*.  Mayerhofer  in  the  fourth 
volume  of  the  AuBirian  Journal,  accompanied  with  a  complete 
account  of  its  clinical  history.  This  valuable  monograph  may 
be  read  in  English  in  Metcalf's  Homceapathic  Provings, 

The  Austrian  provings,  which  are  entirely  confirmatory  of 
Hahnemann's,  show  that  the  main  action  of  Thuja  is  on  the 
genito-urinary  organs,  with  the  anus,  and  on  the  skin.  It 
causes  copious  and  frequent  urination;  burning  in  several 
parts  of  the  mucous  tract;  pains  of  various  kinds  in  the 
penis;  inflammation  of  the  prepuce  and  glans;  ulcers, 
tubercles,  and  other  excrescences  on  the  sexual  organs,  with 
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itching  and  profuse  sweating ;  and — in  the  female — ^lencorrhoea. 
The  sexual  appetite  was  depressed,  and  the  catamenia  retarded. 
Bumingy  itching,  swelling,  and  mucous  discharge  occurred  at 
iheanus;  and  on  the  skin  generally,  but  especially  in  the  aoo- 
genital  region,  tubercles  and  warts  were  developed.  In  the 
neighbouring  mucous  membranes  similar  phenomena  appeared, 
but  naturally  of  moister  character. 

Hahnemann  found  Thuja  ahnost  unused  in  practice ;  and 
the  few  recommendations  of  it  contained  in  the  older  writen 
were  of  the  taguest  character.*  The  symptoms  he  observed  it  to 
produce  in  the  generative  organs  led  him  to  recommend  it  as  the 
most  appropriate — because  most  homoeopathic — ^remedy  for  the 
non-syphilitic  form  of  venereal  disease,  which  he  called  ^'syco- 
sis." I  do  not  think  that  his  doctrine  on  this  subject  is  gener- 
ally understood :  I  can  certainly  say  for  myself  that  only  lately 
I  have  come  rightly  to  apprehend  it.  In  those  days  gonorrhoea 
and  chancre  were  generally  regarded  as  products  of  the  same 
poison  ;  and  in  his  treatise  On  Venereal  Diseases,  published  in 
1788,  Hahnemann  adopted  the  same  opinion.  But  in  later 
times  he  saw  reason  to  modify  his  views  in  favour  of  the  now 
received  doctrine  of  their  essential  distinctness,  which  had 
already  been  maintained  by  Bell,  Autenrieth,  and  others. 
His  attention  was  also  drawn  to  the  condylomatous  ex- 
crescences or  fig-warts  which — perhaps  more  frequently  then 
than  now — were  apt  to  accompany  the  contagious  blennorrhoea 
of  the  urethra.  He  formed  the  opinion  that  these  were  the 
chancre  of  the  non-syphilitic  venereal  miasm ;  and,  like  that, 
constituted  the  vicarious  local  manifestation  of  the  internal 
evil.  If  cauterised  or  otherwise  destroyed,  they  either  returned 
in  the  same  spot ;  or  "  similar  excrescences  broke  out  in  other 
parts  of  the  body — ^whitish,  fungous,  sensitive,  flat  elevations 
in  the  cavity  of  the  mouth,  on  the  tongue,  palate,  and  lips,  or 
large,  elevated,  brown,  dry  tubercles  in  the  axillae,  external 
neck,  scalp,  Ac. ; "  or  other  bodily  sufferings  came  on,  which, 

*  ^e  cVi.  \\.  oC  Mayerhofer's  monograph. 
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with  the  exception  of  contractioii  of  the  flexor  tendons, 
especially  of  the  fingers,  he  does  not  specify. 

The  pathology  of  this  subject,  so  far  as  condylomata  are 
<x>ncemed,  still  remains  obscure.  Jahr,  who  was  a  devoted 
iollower  of  Hahnemann,  differs  from  him  about  it,  holding 
Ihe  common  view  that  condylomata,  with  the  mucous  patches 
in  the  mouth  described  as  connected  with  it,  are  products  of 
syphilis ;  while  Drs.  Skae,  Wallace,  and  Eose  Gormack  agree 
with  Hahnemann.  The  former,*  who  from  his  experience  at 
the  Edinburgh  Lock  Hospital  spoke  with  some  authority, 
states  that  the]  condylomatous  form  of  venereal  disease  is 
known  in  some  parts  of  Scotland  under  the  distinctive  name 
of ''  sibbens."  There  seems  no  doubt  that  a  true  chancre  not 
^uncommonly  sprouts  into  condylomatous  vegetations  before 
•disappearing,  or  becomes  transformed  in  situ  into  a  mucous 
patch ;  and  that  both  fig- warts  themselves  and  mucous  tuber- 
•cles  like  them  may  occur  as  manifestations  of  syphilis.  But 
it  is  also  certain  that  condylomata  are  frequently  met  with  in 
•connexion  with  gonorrhoea,  and  even  without  any  other  vene* 
real  sign  whatever.  Dr.  Skae  relates  that,  when  so  occurring, 
they  may  be  communicated  by  contagion ;  and  that  secondaiy 
symptoms  accompany  them  in  the  shape  of  whitish  elevations 
*on  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth  and  fauces,  a  husliy 
tone  of  voice,  and  perhaps  some  cutaneous  eruptions.  He 
^evidently,  with  Hahnemann,  considers  that  condylomata, 
with  or  without  gonorrhoea,  are  themselves  the  primary 
phenomenon  of  a  specific  venereal  taint.  His  successor.  Dr. 
Gillespie,  has  observed  the  same  secondary  phenomena,  though 
he  thinks  the  condyloma  the  result  of  local  irritation  and  non- 
•contagious.  I  have  taken  the  above  facts  from  his  interesting 
communication  on  the  subject  in  the  second  volume  of  the 
^cUnbwrgh  Medical  Journal. 

However  this  may  be,  the  point  of  interest  to  us  here  is 
that  Thuja  is  the  great  remedy  for  all  sycosic  manifestations. 
When  indeed  these  occur  in  connexion  with  syphilis,  the 
*  Northern  Journal  of  Medicine,  voL  i,  1844. 
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mercurial  preparations,*  or  Nitric  acid,  which  seems  to  occapy 
a  sort  of  middle  ground  between  the  two  diseases,  will 
generally  answer  every  purpose.  But  even  here,  when  the 
condylomata  are  acuminated  and  dry;  and  invanablj 
when  they  come  alone,  or  in  connexion  with  gonorrhcea, 
Thuja  has  proved  of  striking  efficacy.  Dr.  Mayerhofer  has 
shown  by  numerous  citations  how  large  has  been  its  succeflt 
both  in  allopathic  and  in  homoeopathic  hands,  and  in  aU 
dilutions.  The  local  use  of  the  drug  seems  generally  helpful 
— Hahnemann  himself  recommending  that  in  old  cases  the 
larger  excrescences  be  touched  once  a  day  with  the  mother* 
tincture.  This  treatment  has  been  forgotten  of  late  yean^ 
and  was  perhaps  never  known  in  this  coimtry.  But  since  Dr. 
Phillips  has  recommended  it  in  his  treatise — of  opurse  as  aa 
original  product  of  "  my  own  experience  " — ^it  is  likely  to  gain 
.groimd  in  British  practice,  to  the  saving  of  much  cauterization 
and  snipping. 

These  fig-warts  being  hypertrophies  of  the  cutaneous 
papillse,  Dr.  Petroz  has  argued  that  other  growths  of  like 
nature — as  warts  and  polypi — are  also  products  of  the  sycosic 
yirus.f  While  this  is  doubtful  enough,  I  think  he  is  justified, 
both  from  theory  and  from  practice,  in  claiming  for  Thuja  a 
like  efficacy  in  their  treatment.  He  gives  cases  of  polypus  of 
the  uterus  and  larynx  which  came  away  spontaneously  under 
its  action;  and  both  he  and  Mayerhofer  relate  numerous 
instances  of  its  cure  of  warts.  One  of  these  is  especially 
interesting,  as  showing  how  the  drug  acts  in  the  same  direc- 
tion as  the  disease.  A  woman  had  four  homy  and  painful 
warts  on  her  hands,  of  three  years*  standing.  After  taking 
from  six  to  ten  drops  of  the  mother-tincture  of  Thuja  daily 
for  a  month,  first  one  and  then  another  crop  of  new  but 
'painless  warts  appeared  on  the  hands.     After  leaving  off  the 

•  Dr.  Gillespjc  says  thnt  he  lias  "seen  the  effects  of  Mercury  on  the 
lips  and  tongue  very  closely  resemble  the  milky  patches  of  condyloma." 
f  M^moire  nir  la  St/cote,  in  his  collected  works  (ed.  Cretin). 
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drug,  these  soon  disappeared,  and  the  old  ones  yanished 
simultaneoiLslj,  leaving  her  hands  quite  free.  I  have  myself 
had  most  successful  results  from  Thuja  in  warts.  If  one  or 
two  only  are  present,  they  should  be  painted  with  the  mother- 
tincture  daily.  But  when  they  come  in  crops,  the  internal 
administration  of  the  drug  is  the  proper  treatment.  I  have 
more  than  once  seen  large  collections  of  these  excrescences,  of 
long  standing,  disappear  in  a  few  weeks  under  infinitesimal 
doses  of  the  medicine.*  I  have  also  obtained  the  detachment 
of  an  aural  polypus  from  its  U8e,t  and  the  rapid  withering  of 
an  elevated  and  enlarging  nsevus  on  the  thigh  in  a  child  of  five 
months  old.  Nor  does  it  fail  us  when  the  morbid  growth  is  of 
the  serious  character  known  as  "  epithelioma.'  *  This  is — ^histo- 
logically at  least — identical  with  warts  and  polypi,  and  feels 
similarly  the  action  of  Thuja.  Dr.  Quin  has  recorded  a  case 
of  cauliflower  excrescence  of  the.os  uteri,  in  which  the  medicine 
was  strikingly  beneficial ;  J  and  it  served  me  equally  well  to 
complete  the  cure  of  a  bleeding  fungus  of  the  breast,  after 
Phosphorus  had  brought  its  activity  to  a  standstill.  §  You 
will  also  consider  the  celebrated  case  of  Badetzky,  in  which  a 
fungous  tumour  in  the  orbit  seemed  to  disappear  under  its 
use.  II  But  I  must  not  further  multiply  instances.  Suffice  it 
to  say  that,  whatever  you  may  be  led  to  think  of  the  sycosic 
theory,  the  presence  of  excrescences  on  skin  or  mucous 
membrane  may  always  suggest  to  you  the  use  of  Thuja. 

Dr.  von  Grauvogl  would  extend  the  range  of  sycosis  farther 
still.  He  thinks  that  the  leucsemia  of  Virchow,  with  its 
enlarged  spleen  and  lymphatic  glands,  is  an  effect  of  the 
poison ;  and  that  many  complex  cases  of  chronic  disease  can/ 

*  See  also  a  cose  in  Srit  Joum,  of  Som,,  xxvi,  491.  In  this  a  cou^ 
comitaot  enuresiB  of  long  Btanding  disappeared  while  the  medicioe  was. 
being  taken. 

f  See  Monthly  Horn,  JSeview,  xiii,  536. 

X  Annals,  vol.  i. 

§  Seep.  624. 

[I  Brit,  Joum.  qflTom.,  vol.  i. 
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be  traced  back  to  an  initial  gonorrbcaa.  Acting  upon  this 
Tiew,  be  treats  tbem  witb  Thuja  and — as  its  ally — ^Natmm 
snlpburicnm ;  and  reports  excellent  results,  even  such  fomu 
of  disease  as  locomotor  ataxy  and  diabetes  recoyering  herebf . 

But  I  have  been  carried  away  from  my  primary  subjeety 
irhich  was  to  estabUsh  Thuja  as  bearing  to  gonorrhcea  and 
its  condyloma  the  same  relation  as  Mercury  to  chancre.  I 
haye  shown  this  as  regards  condyloma ;  but  it  is  no  less  tme 
in  respect  of  gonorrhoBa  itself.  Dr.  Dudgeon  shall  tell  lu 
"what  the  drug  can  do  in  causing  the  phenomena  of  the 
disease. 

"  On  the  10th  of  July  last,  when  taking  a  walk,  I  happened 
to  pass  a  Thuja  tree  laden  with  green  cones.  I  plucked  (me, 
-chewed  it  a  little,  and  thought  no  more  about  it.  That  same 
evening  I  observed  a  very  disagreeable  scalding  on  making 
water,  which  continued  all  next  day,  and  I  was  horrified  to 
observe  on  undressing  that  my  shirt  was  spotted  all  over  in  a 
manner  extremely  repugnant  to  one's  notions  of  respectability. 
I  found  a  considerable  gleety  discharge  from  the  urethra, 
which  was  evidently  swollen  and  inflamed,  as  the  stream  of 
urine  was  small  and  split,  and  the  burning  had  increased.  1 
had  quite  forgotten  the  circumstance  of  having  chewed  the 
Thuja  cone  the  previous  day,  and  I  could  not  imagine  what 
<;ould  have  produced  in  me,  a  decent  paterfamilias,  such  a 
very  incongruous  complaint.  The  following  day  the  discharge 
had  become  yellow,  while  the  other  symptoms  remiuned  as 
before.  I  now  remembered  the  cone-chewing  on  the  10th, 
and  regarded  the  malady  with  more  composure.  I  resolved 
to  take  no  medicine  to  interfere  with  its  course.  The  dis- 
charge still  continued,  though  in  a  diminished  degree,  until 
the  15th,  but  the  scalding  and  interrupted  stream  of  urine 
were  by  that  time  gone,  and  on  the  sixteenth  I  was  again  quite 
well." 

This  is  a  more  decisive  picture  of  acute  gonorrhoea  than  the 
provings  present,  and  warrants  the  use  of  the  medicine  even 
in  this  conditiou.    "HAVXietVft  \t  baa  rather  been  reserved  for 
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lingering  and  chronic  cases,  especially  when  the  prostate  is 
inyolved.  Dr.  Bohm  writes  that  an  extensive  experience  has 
taaght  him  that  the  prostate  is  more  or  less  affected  in  all 
gonorrhoeas  which  have  lasted  longer  than  ^ix  or  eight  weeks, 
and  that  this  condition  of  the  gland  is  itseU  the  cause  of  a 
good  half  of  all  chronic  cases  of  the  disease.  In  such  condi- 
tions he  has  the  utmost  confidence  in  Thuja.  He  says  that 
he  could  produce  more  than  twenty  cases  from  his  own  prac- 
tice, whichy  though  of  long  standing,  and  treated  with  the  most 
varied  remedies,  have  yet  yielded  ^rapidly  and  perfectly  to 
Thuja  alone.  My  own  experience  is  quite  in  favour  of  the 
specific  influence  of  Thuja  on  the  prostate.  I  have  derived 
unequivocal  benefit  from  it  in  several  cases  of  acute  and 
chronic  inflammation  of  the  gland.  It  should  be  useful,  also, 
for  balanitis. 

Bonninghausen  and  others  have  thought  that  Thuja  has 
some  specific  action  in  small-pox,  even  so  as  to  prove  prophy- 
lactic against  it,  as  Belladonna  against  scarlatina.  More  evi- 
dence seems  required  here.  But  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
medicine  has  proved  curative  of  "  grease "  in  horses,  which 
many  think  of  the  same  nature  as  vaccinia  and  variola.  I 
take  this  opportunity  of  saying  that  Thuja  has  often  been  of 
eminent  service  in  veterinary  practice,  as  in  the  treatment  of 
farcy  and  of  the  warty  vegetations  of  the  surface  so  common 
in  the  lower  animals. 

In  the  thirteenth  volume  of  the  Monthly  Homceopaihic 
Bemew  Dr.  Gibbs  Blake  narrates  one  case,  and  refers  to  four 
others,  of  ranula  in  which  Thuja  was  curative. 

CannahiSf  CanthariSy  Copaiba,  Mercurius,  Petroaelinum^  and 
FuUatiUa  resemble  Thuja  in  its  influence  on  the  genito-urinary 
organs.     Nitric  a^nd  is  only  ally  as  an  *'  anti-sycosic." 

All  dilutions  seem  to  have  acted  well :  perhaps  on  the  whole 
the  balance  is  in  favour  of  the  higher. 

My  next  medicine  is  as  novel  as  the  last.  It  is  yet  another 
of  the  rare  metals, 
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Uranium. 

The  nitrate  is  the  salt  generally  used,  and  is  best  pre- 
pared for  use  by  aqueous  solution,  or  (less  suitably)  bj 
trituration. 

Dr.  Edward  Blake  has  carried  out  an  excellent  proTing  of 
Uranium  nitricum,  three  human  subjects  and  nineteen  animsJt 
having  been  the  subjects  of  experiment,  and  full  doses  being 
taken.  His  results,  first  published  in  the  twenty-sixth  Yolame 
of  the  British  JowmcU  of  HomoBopaihy,  have  been  wrought  bj 
him  into  a  monograph  upon  the  drug  which  constitutes  the 
second  part  of  the  Hahnemann  Materia  Medica, 

Our  attention  was  first  called  to  Uranium  as  a  medicine  bj 
1^  statement  in  the  British  and  Foreign  MedicO'Chirurgieal 
Review  for  1851  that  *'  Leoomte  always  found  sugar  in  the 
urine  of  dogs  slowly  poisoned  by  small  doses  of  nitrate  of 
uranium  "  (vol.  xix,  p.  44).  This  fact,  curious  only  in  the  eyes 
of  an  ordinary  reader,  was  to  a  homoeopathist  pregnant  with 
suggestiveness.  Its  import  was  first  pointed  out  by  Dr.  F.  S. 
Bradford,  in  the  eighth  volume  of  the  North  American  Joumd 
of  Homceopathy.  He  gave  no  cases ;  but  stated  generally  that, 
in  diabetes,  '^  two  or  three  grains  of  the  third  trituration,  ad- 
ministered morning  and  night,  will,  in  a  short  time,  redace 
the  quantity  of  urine  passed  to  nearly  a  normal  standard,  and, 
after  a  continued  use,  the  proportion  of  sugar  is  materiallj 
lessened."  He  also  commended  it  in  simple  diuresis,  especiaUj 
when  the  urine  was  apt  at  tijnes  to  become  acrid.  In  the 
tenth  volume  of  the  same  journal,  Dr.  E.  M.  Hale — ever  to 
the  fore  when  "new  remedies'*  are  concerned — ^published 
three  cases  of  supposed  diabetes  in  which  he  gave  Uranium 
nitricum,  in  one  with  great  amelioration,  in  the  other  two 
with  cure.  Unfortunately,  the  urine  was  not  tested  for  sugar, 
nor  was  even  its  specific  gravity  taken ;  so  that  the  cases  are 
open  to  question,  and  Dr.  Blake  maintains  that  the  two  which 
were  cured  resemble  Bright's  disease  rather  than  glycosuria. 
Of  this  you  will  form  your  own  opinion.    But  in  the  twenty- 


URANIUM.  758 

fourth  Tolume  of  the  Britiah  Journal  of  Homceopaihy  you  will 
find  three  cases  of  mj  own  of  undoubted  diabetes  mellitus,  in 
which  the  beneficial  effects  of  the  drug  were  uhquestionable — 
all  dietetic  influences  being  eliminated.  From  this  time 
onward  numerous  communications  appeared  testifying  to  the 
Talue  of  the  remedy.  Dr.  Blake's  monograph  contains  those 
from  Drs.  Lowder,  Curie,  Jousset,  Bahr,  Drysdale,  and  John 
Blake  which  had  appeared  up  to  the  time  of  its  publication. 
I  haye  myself  published  two  additional  cases  ;*  and  Dr.  Cor- 
nell, of  America,  another.f  Drs.  Zwingenberg  and  Fischer  have 
q[>oken  of  successful  results  with  it ;  X  &nd  Dr.  Magdeburg  has 
related  two  severe  cases  in  which  the  muriate  proved  most 
b»ieficial.§  The  practice  has  even  been  adopted  in  the  old 
school ;  and  in  the  Lancet  of  June  13th,  1874,  Mr.  Carey 
narrates  an  instance  of  its  success.  '^He  ended  his  paper 
with  a  frank  acknowledgment  of  the  source  of  his  prescrip- 
tion; but  this  the  Lancet,  with  characteristic  dishonesty, 
omitted. 

Such  evidence  appears  highly  satisfactory,  both  as  to  the 
positive  value  of  the  remedy  and  as  to  the  homcBopathicity  of 
its  action.  Dr.  Blake's  experiments,  indeed,  seemed  "to  cast  a 
doubt  on  the  latter  point ;  as  in  none  of  his  subjects,  human 
or  brute,  was  sugar  eliminated  in  the  urine.  But  he  was 
rather  hasty  in  assuming  therefrom  that  "  glycosuria  was 
quite  put  out  of  court,  as  a  condition  theoretically  calling  for 
the  use  of  nitrate  of  uranium."  He  might  have  remembered 
that  it  was  in  dogs  that  Lecomte  obtained  his  results ;  while 
be  himself  employed  in  seventeen  out  of  nineteen  experiments 
cats  and  rabbits.  The  non-appearance  of  sugar  in  two  pup- 
pies and  three  human  subjects  is  no  warrant  that  it  might  not 
be  found  in  the  next  instance  of  either  kind.  In  the  latter 
this  warning  against  rash  conclusions  from  negative  results 

•  Brit.  Joum,  of  Som,,  xxxi,  369.     Blake,  Case  21. 
t  Ibid,,  xxvi,  661. 
X  Ibid.,  xxxiii,  544. 
§  Ibid.,  xxxir,  67. 
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has  already  reoeiyed  an  illustratiQn.  Dr.  Magdeburg 
"  I  have  satisfied  myself  by  my  own  experiments  that  after 
several  weeks'  ingestion  of  small  doses  of  TTraniom  muriati- 
cum  or  nitricum  by  healthy  persons  sugar  can  be  found  is 
their  urine."*  On  the  other  hand,  I  think  that  Dr.  Blake 
may  be  right  in  su^^ting  that  the  marked  action  on  the 
stomach  which  (as  we  shall  see)  he  found  Uranium  to  poesen 
may  account  for  its  usefulness  in  the  treatment  of  diabetes. 
My  own  experience  leads  me  to  belieye  that  it  is  best  suited 
to  cases  originating  in  dyspepsia  or  assimilative  derangement ; 
while  Phosphoric  add  excels  it  where  the  starting-point  of  tlie 
disease  was  in  the  nervous  system. 

.  The  whole  question,  both  as  to  the  physiological  and  the 
therapeutic  action  of  the  metal,  seems  likely  soon  to  be  tested 
on  a  wider  field.  Among  the  subjects  of  experimentation  for 
which  grants  have  been  made  by  the  British  Medical  Associa- 
tion is  "  The  action  of  Uranium  salts  in  glycosuria ;"  and  the 
results  obtained  are  announced  to  be  published  in  the  BrUitk 
Medical  Journal  for  the  present  year.  I  look  forward  to  them 
with  much  interest  and  equal  confidence. 

The  action  of  Uranium  in  Dr.  Blake*s  proving  was  rather 
to  increase  the  total  quantity  and  specific  gravity  of  the  mine 
— ^the  excess  being  either  in  urates  or  chlorides ;  and  also  to 
render  it  more  irritating,  causing  burning  and  mucous  dis* 
charge.  It  is  thus  homoeopathic  to  the  diuresis  described  bj 
Dr.  Bradford ;  another  instance  of  which,  with  incontinence, 
is  related  as  cured  by  it  in  the  twenty-fourth  volume  of  the 
British  Journal  of  Homcdopaihy.  But  the  most  important 
result  obtained  was  the  production  of  ulceration  of  the 
pyloric  end  of  the  stomach  and  of  the  duodenum.  This  was 
well-marked  in  three  of  the  rabbits  and  one  of  the  cats  experi- 
mented upon ;  and  in  ten  more  of  the  remaining  fifteen  ani- 
mals the  pylorus  was  found  more  or  less  affected,  while  in 
none  was  the  drug  introduced  directly  into  the  stomach. 
These  results  show  an  unquestionably  specific  action  of  the 

*  Dr.  Cane,  vAio,  %\A\A»\.\A.t  Vl«  has  veriBed  Leeomte's  txperimenti. 
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drug ;  and  indicate  it  in  gastric  ulcers  and  in  those  whick 
occur  in  the  duodenum  after  bums.  Dr.  Drysdale  has  already 
turned  the  facts  to  good  account  by  curing  a  case  of  ulcer  of 
the  stomach  with  the  drug  ;*  and  I  think  that  his  experience 
is  not  likely  long  to  stand  alone. 

Phoephoric  add  is  the  only  medicine  which  has  (presumably) 
the  same  relation  as  Uranium  to  saccharine  urine.  Kali  hichro'- 
micumf  and  perhaps  Arsenicum^  correspond  to  its  gastro- 
duodenal  acnon. 

The  lowest  dilutions  only  have  hitherto  been  used. 

*  Brit,  Journ,  of  Horn,,  xxvii,  807. 


LECTTJEE  XLH- 

VRTICA,  UVA  UR8I,  VALEBIAN,  VEttATRtJM  ALBUM  AND  VIMDB, 
VERBASCUM,  VIOLA  ODORATA  AND  TRICOLOR^  XANTHO- 
XTLUM,  ZINCUM. 

My  first  medicine  to-day  is  the  common  stinging-nettle, 

urens. 


The  tincture  is  prepared  froin  the  entire  fresh  herb. 

There  is  a  proving  of  Urtica,  conducted  by  two  persons 
ivith  increasing  doses  of  the  first  decimal  dilution,  in  the 
second  edition  of  Dr.  Hale's  New  Beniediea. 

The  most  interesting  result  of  this  proving  was  to  show 
that  Urtica,  taken  intemallj,  can  produce  on  the  skin  an 
affection  very  similar  to  that  occasioned  by  its  external  ap- 
plication, and  which,  when  occurring  idiopathically,  is  called 
nettle-rash  (urticaria,  hives).  Both  provers  also  had 
dysenteric  stools,  and  continuous  pain  in  the  right  deltoid 
muscle.  A  case  of  poisoning  from  an  infusion  of  the  phmt 
is  cited  by  Hempel  from  Wibmer,  where  the  upper  half  of 
the  body  felt  as  if  burnt,  and  became  very  oedematous,  seram 
flowing  out  on  pimcture.  There  was  also  suppression  of 
urine. 

Urtica  is  the  favourite  homoeopathic  remedy  for  bums  of 
the  first  degree,  i.e.,  when  the  injury  does  not  involve  the 
<;utis.  It  should  be  used  both  internally  and  extemallj. 
Its  employment  in  nettle-rash  is  obvious :  it  is  reputed  bj 
many  the  best  remedy  for  this  afifection,  though  I  myself 
have  always  been  satisfied  with  Apis.    It  is  also  useful  to 
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relieve  the  rectal  irritation  caused  bj  ascarides ;  and  might 
act  well  in  acute  dropsy,  as  from  a  chill. 

ApiSf  Bhu8,  and  Caniharia  are  analogous  medicines.    I  can 
saj  nothing  about  dose. 

And  now  a  few  words  about  the  bear-berry,  Arbutus 

Uva  ursi, 

of  which  we  prepare  a  tincture  from  the  leaves. 

There  is  no  proving  of  TJva  ursi ;  but  as  there  is  no  doubt 
that  it  specifically  affects  the  urinary  mucous  membrane,  it 
has  found  a  place  in  the  Materia  Medica  Homoeopathica.  It 
is  spoken  of  in  old-school  therapeutics  as  a  ''stimulant 
astringent ; "  and  Dr.  Phillips  states  that  in  large  doses  ''  it 
produces  inflammatory  irritation  of  the  lining  membrane  of 
the  bladder  and  of  the  urethra,  accompanied  by  tenesmus, 
and  often  by  a  bloody  discharge  and,  later  on,  by  a  purulent 
and  bloody  one."  I  need  hardly  say  that  this  is  the  very 
condition  in  which  it  is  reputed  curative :  as  the  same  writer 
says — "  The  principal  value  of  uva  ursi  is  shown  in  chronic 
affections  of  the  bladder,  attended  by  mucous,  bloody,  or 
purulent  discharges,  with  burning  in  the  urethra  during 
urination ;  and  especially  when  these  symptoms  are  produced 
by  calculus."  Pereira  says  of  its  use  in  this  affection : — "  in 
some  cases,  the  benefit  obtained  by  the  use  of  it  is  marked ; 
whereas,  in  other  instances,  it  is  of  no  avail."  It  is  my  own 
impression  that  it  acts  more  on  the  kidneys  than  on  the 
bladder,  and  is  most  useful  in  vesical  complaints  when  these 
are  symptomatic  of  renal  disease.  It  has  cured  renal  hsema- 
turia  and  pyelitis. 

We  come  now  to  a  well-known  medicine, 

Valeriaiia. 

The  tincture  is  prepared*  with  dilute  alcohol  from  the  root. 

A  short  pathogenesis  of  Valerian  appeared  in  the  FragmerUa 
de  viribus.  Hahnemann  did  not  take  it  up  again ;  but  Stapf , 
Oross,  Franz,  and  Wislicenus  proved  it,  and  their  symptoms, 

49 
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with  his,  appear  in  the  AddUUm$  to  ike  Materia  Medioa  of  the 
first-named.  Valerian  was  also  proved  bj  Jorg  and  his 
pupils,  twelve  m  all. 

Valerian  appears  to  exert  a  direct  influence  on  the  nervous 
centres,  of  the  same  Idnd  as,  but  mor|  enduring  than,  that  of 
Ambra,  Asafoetida,  Moschus,  and  l^e  other  nervines.  It 
especiallj  affects  the  brain  and  the  organs  of  sense.  It 
causes  headache,  giddiness,  and  mental  excitement,  with  (as 
Heberden  observed)  ''agitation  and  huny  of  spirit";  and, 
in  the  visual  sphere,  sparks  and  flashes  of  light,  even  to  the 
extent  of  objects  seeming  to  be  on  fire.  The  motor  coitres 
are  also  agitated,  as  shown  by  restlessness  and  even  spasmodic 
movements ;  and  in  the  sensory  sphere  there  is  f ormicatioii  of 
the  hands  and  feet,  and  a  sensation  about  head  and  spine 
which  has  been  eompared  to  the  aura  ^nlepUea.  Fnuu 
suffered  a  good  deal  in  the  eyes  ;  and  Jorg  and  all  his  pupils 
had  turbid  urine,  the  sediment  being  now  bran-like,  now  of 
brick-red  sand,  now  of  slime. 

It  is  thus  evident  that  Valerian  is  perfectly  homoeopathic 
to  those  conditions  of  nervous  erethism  for  which  it  has  so 
long  been  in  repute.  As  Hahnemann  says — **  It  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  that  Valerian  in  moderate  doses  cures  chronic 
diseases  with  excess  of  irritability,  since  in  large  doses,  as  I 
have  ascertained,  it  can  exalt  so  remarkably  the  irritability  of 
the  whole  system."  *  It  has  not  been  much  used  for  them  in 
the  homoeopathic  school ;  but  in  the  other  camp  it  seems  to 
retain  its  credit.  Dr.  Binger  commends  it  especially  in  that 
modification  of  hysteria  which  appears  at  the  menopausia— 
"  flushings  of  the  face,  hot  and  cold  perspirations,  restlessness, 
nervousness,  depression  of  spirits,  sensation  of  suffocation  at 
the  throat,  throbbing  at  the  temples,  fluttering  at  the  heart" 
Dr.  Phillips,  who  states  that  "  perseverance  in  its  use  for  too 
long  a  period  induces  a  decided  tendency  to  low  melancholj 
and  hysterical  depression,"  says  that  "in  hypochondriasis,  it 
taJms  the  nervousness,  abates  the  excitement  of  the  drcola- 

*  Iin««r  Writingg,  p.  816. 
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'tion,  removes  wakefulness,  promotes  sleep,  and  indnces 
^loisations  of  quietude  and  comfort ;  sadness  is  removed,  and 
the  hypochondriac  state  of  the  mind  in  general  [abates."  He 
•commends  it  also  in  the  globus,  headaches,  flatulence,  and 
-coughs  of  hysteria.  In  the  only  homcBopathic  record  of  its 
use  with  which  I  am  acquainted,*  it  removed  in  one  case 
hysterical  dyspnoea,  coming  on  parozysmally,  and  in  another 
a  choreic  condition  accompanied  with  typhoid  symptoms.  In 
3)oth  its  effects  were  veiy  marked. 

The  properties  of  Valerian  seem  due  to  two  constituents, 
Talerianic  acid  and  an  etherial  oiL  The  latter,  in  experiments 
on  animals,  is  found  to  be  sedative  to  reflex  excitability, 
ivrhich  is  hardly  the  physiological  action  of  the  whole  plant. 
Talerianic  acid,  on  the  other  hand,  in  combination  with  zinc 
or  ammonia,  seems  to  produce  all  the  nervine  effects  of  the 
<lrug:  it  is  in  this  form  that  Dr.  Binger  commends  it, 
i;hough  Dr.  Phillips  pronounces  it  untrustworthy.  I  shall 
liave  more  to  say  about  the  combination  of  valerianic  acid 
^th  zinc  when  I  come  to  the  latter  medicine. 

Besides  the  nervines  I  have  mentioned,  Ignatia  and 
Stramonium  compare  well  with  Valerian. 

The  first  decimal  dilution  answered  well  in  the  cases  I  have 
4nted. 

I  have  now  to  speak  of  the  white  and  green  hellebores, 
Veratrum  album  and  viride.  These,  though  called  ver- 
nacularly by  the  same  name,  are  both  botanically  and 
medically  very  different  from  the  black  hellebore,  which  has 
.already  come  before  us.  They  were  at  first  supposed  to  owe 
their  activity  to  veratria.  But  further  investigation  has  shown 
that  the  substance  so  described  as  existing  in  them  is  not 
identical  with  the  veratria  of  Sabadilla^  though  so  like  it  in 
physiological  action  as  to  be  called  '' veratroidia ; "  and  that 
other  alkaloids  are  conjoined  with  it—''  viridia,"  in  the  green 
▼ariety  and  '' jervine  "  in  the  white — ^which  have  properties  of 

•  See  Philadelphia  J<mrn.  o/Rom^  il,  716. 
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their  own.  I  shall  therefore  speak  of  either  Yeratrum  as  a 
separate  entity  in  itself,  using  the  resvlts  obtained  with  the 
alkaloids  as  illustratiye  only. 

We  will  take  first  the  white  hellebore, 

Veratnim  album. 

The  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  root-stock. 

The  proving  of  Yeratrum  (so  called  ordinarily  among  m) 
is  in  the  third  volume  of  the  Seine  ArTsnevmitteUekre^  and  i» 
an  enlargement  of  one  which  had  already  appeared  in  the 
Fragmenia  de  vmbus.  It  contains  315  symptoms  from  Hahne- 
mann, 154  from  five  fellow-observers,  and  247  from  authors. 
The  majority  of  these  last  are  from  Greding;  and,  being 
observed  upon  melaacholico-maniac  patients,  must  not  be 
received  without  qualification. 

Some  instructive  cases  of  poisoning  by  Yeratrum  are  con> 
tained  in  Dr.  HempePs  article  on  the  drug.  The  picture  thej 
present  is  decidedly  choleraic.  There  is  general  coldness,  with 
prostration  going  on  to  collapse,  embarrassed  circulation, 
copious  watery  vomiting  and  purging,  cramps  in  the  extremi- 
ties, and  severe  spasmodic  colic.  The  experiments  cited  bj 
Christison  had  already  shown  that  the  vomiting  and  purging 
of  Yeratrum  are  specific,  appearing  however  the  poison  may 
have  been  introduced  into  the  system.  The  more  recent 
investigations  of  Schroff  have  further  proved  that  these 
evacuations  do  not  depend  upon  gastro-enteritis,  as  Yeratrunit 
when  introduced  directly  into  the  circulation,  causes  no  in- 
flammation, and  even  when  swallowed  produces  at  most  ^ 
transient  hypersemia  of  the  parts  with  which  it  comes  in  con- 
tact. "  If  its  action  be  more  intensified,"  he  says,  "  it  causes 
a  rapid  degeneration  of  the  gastric  mucous  membrane,  but  n^ 
gastro-enteritis."  The  same  results  have  been  obtained  from 
Yeratria.  Esche  took  half  a  grain  of  the  acetate ;  and  it  pro- 
duced "  collapse,  with  a  pale,  cold,  wet  skin,  pinched  features,  a 
rapid,  thready,  irregular  pulse,  violent  vomiting,  and  marked 
muscular  tteToM^m^"  (^^ood). 
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It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  when  Hahnemann  had 
to  prescribe  for  Asiatic  cholera  on  its  first  invasion  of 
Europe,  he  should  have  placed  Yeratrum  in  the  first  rank 
<yf  its  remedies.  In  every  epidemic  siace  it  has  gained 
high  commendation,  especially  in  Russia  and  America.  But 
Hahnemann  perceived  *  that  it  met  the  disease  less  deeply 
than  did  Cuprum;  and  English  physicians  have  observed 
the  same  thing  as  regards  Arsenicum.  Br.  Bussell's 
remarks  on  this  point  are  so  valuable,  that  I  will  cite 
them  here,  especially  as  you  may  not  have  access  to  his 
treatise.t  *'  As  far  as  our  experience  goes,  we  feel  at  pre- 
sent inclined  to  trust  to  it  more  in  cases  of  violent  vomiting 
and  purging,  and  all  the  other  prominent  phenomena  of 
cholera,  but  which  are  destitute  of  what  we  should  call  the 
essential  physiognomy  of  the  disease.  Such  cases  will  pass 
for  cholera  in  all  reports.  Homoeopathic  and  Allopathic,  and 
they  will  be  cured :  but  to  a  practical  eye  there  is  something 
about  them  different  from  fatal  cases,  at  the  very  outset.  The 
disease  seems  to  be  going  inwards,  advancing  towards  the  seat 
of  life,  not  coming  outwards  from  it.  That  they  are  often 
&tal,  there  is  no  doubt ;  and  that  Yeratrum  cures  them,  there 
is  no  doubt  either :  but  still  Yeratrum  is  not  sufficient  in  the 
worst  type  of  the  disease :  and  the  reason  of  its  great  ezalta« 
tion  is,  that  it  cures  so  many  curable  cases  very  like  true 

•cholera We  have  found  it  most  useful  in  cases  where 

there  was  violent  vomiting  and  purging,  without  that  sudden 
deadly  collapse  which  we  have  characterised  as  the  indication 
for  Arsenicum."  It  follows  from  this  that  it  is  precisely 
.suited  to  choleraic  diarrhoea.  I  used  to  give  it  in  summer 
diarrhcea,  but  of  late  years  have  abandoned  it  in  favour  of 
<lhina.  As  the  autumn  comes  on,  however,  when  vomiting  is 
superadded  to  the  purging,  and  when  the  intestinal  evacua- 
tions are  expelled  in  a  forcible  gush,  with  little  or  no  griping, 

*  Letter  Writingt,  p.  842. 

t  On  Epidemic  Cholera  (p.  226). 
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I  give  Yeratrum  instead  of,  or  in  altemation  with,  China,  and 
with  great  advantage. 

The  colic  and  cramps  of  cholera  add  to  the  indications  for 
Yeratrom  in  its  treatment,  though  the  latter  belong  yet  more^ 
to  the  action  of  Cuprum.    The  colic  of  Yeratrum,  howeYer,. 
is  very  well-marked.    It  is  often  associated  with  hicoouglv 
and  is  apt  to  cause  a  sense  of  suffocation  in  the  diest  and 
stomach,  which,  as  well  as  the  abdomen,  it  affects.    One  of 
Hahnemann's    earliest    homoeopathic   cures  was  a  case  ot 
recurring  colicodynia  of  severe  character  and  long  standings 
possibly — as  the  patient  was  a  printer — due  to  the  acticm  of 
lead.    Yeratrum  was  given  because  of  the  similarity  of  the* 
symptoms  to  those  it  causes ;  and,  though  the  dose  was  80> 
large  as  at  first  to  cause  a  painful  aggravation,  it  effected  a. 
speedy  and  permanent  cure.*     Hahnemann  also  found  it 
specific  in  the  so-called  "  water-colic "  which  haunted  some- 
marshy  parts  of  Brunswick  and  Lunenburg.f  Dr.  Bayes  com- 
mends it  highly  in  cases  of  pain  after  food  and  water-brash,, 
with  cold  hands  and  face ;  audit  should  be  useful  in  spasmodic^ 
hiccough. 

The  spasms  of  veratria  are  found  to  be  due  to  a  direct- 
action  of  the  drug  upon  the  muscular  substance.  They  are- 
the  primary  expression  of  a  toxic  influence  exerted  upon  it 
which  soon  goes  on  to  paralysis.  The  heart,  as  being  itself  a- 
hollow  muscle,  shares  in  this  effect ;  and  hence  the  weakening: 
and  retarding  of  its  beats  so  marked  in  Yeratrum-poisoning^ 
This  property  has  been  turned  to  account  in  the  use  of  the- 
American  species — Yeratrum  viride — as  a  cardiac  depressant 
in  fever  and  inflammation,  as  we  shall  see  presently.  We- 
rather  utilize  it  by  giving  Yeratrum  albtmi  as  a  ''  tonic "  ia 
cases  of  cardiac  and  general  muscular  debility.  The  "  g^reat 
weakness  and  exhaustion  with  cold  sweat  on  the  forehead  '^ 
which  is  Dr.  Guernsey's  chief  indication  for  it ;  the  intermitting^ 
heart,  and  "  debility  with  blue  hands  and  cold  feet "  in  which 

*  See  Lesser  Writings,  p.  858. 
\  Ibid.,  ^606. 
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]>r.  Bayes  finds  it  so  usefal,  belong  to  this  category.  So  also 
in  all  probability  does  the  paralytic  state  of  the  rectum  which 
it  caused  in  one  of  Hahnemann's  provers,  and  the  constipa- 
tion depending  on  this  cause  which  it  has  often  proved  able 
to  benefit. 

Yeratmm  album  was  the  hellebore  much  used  by  the 
ancients  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  disease,  and  especially  of 
insanity.  A  learned  account  of  the  practice  is  given  by 
Hahnemann  in  the  treatise  De  SeUebarimno  Veterum  by  which 
he  gained  his  licence  in  Leipsic  in  1812.  It  was  used  as  a 
drastic  emetic  and  purgative,  and  probably  effected  any  good 
which  came  out  of  the  evil  by  the  shook  and  change  it  gave 
to  the  system.  But  Hahnemann  thinks  that  it  sometimes 
acted  specifically ;  and  cites  Aetius  as  saying — "  it  is  not  the 
vomiting  whereby  the  veratrum  album  is  of  use  in  chionie 
disease ;  for  many  have  taken  and  digested  it  with  scarcely 
any  evaeuant  action,  and  yet  have  experienced  no  less  benefit 
from  its  use  than  those  who  have  been  worked  by  it."  He 
says  that  at  least  one  third  of  the  cases  of  insanity  occurring 
in  hrnatic  asylums  might  be  cured  by  it  in  such  small  doses 
as  the  twelfth  dilution  administered  in  the  patient's  drink. 
The  pathogenesis  of  the  drug  hardly  supports  this  strong 
statement.  The  marked  symptoms  of  insanity  which  stand  at 
the  end  of  Hahnemann's  list  are  all  from  Greding — that  is, 
they  were  observed  upon  insane  patients  taking  the  drug,  and 
are  worse  than  worthless.  Delirium,  however,  is  sometimes 
caused  by  poisoning  or  overdosing ;  and  Hahnemann  wrote  in 
1806 — ^I  know  not  on  what  authority — ^**it  produces  in  its 
direct  action  a  kind  of  mania,  amounting  from  larger  doses  to 
hopelessness  and  despair ;  small  doses  make  indifferent  things 
appear  repulsive  to  the  imagination,  although  they  are  not  so 
in  reality."  In  the  preface  to  his  proving  he  says  it  is  useful 
in  some  cases  of  hypochondriasis. 

The  coldness  which  we  have  seen  Yeratrum  causing  is 
always  a  great  indication  for  it  in  practice.  Besides  cholera^ 
we  have  it  sometimes  in  ague  and  in  typhus ;  and  Hahne- 
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mann  in  the  former,  and  Wnrmb  and  Caspar  in  the  latter 
instance,  have  testified  to  the  Talae  of  the  drag. 

AconiUf  Antimonium  tartaricum,  Colehieumf  and  DigUaUs 
are  the  chief  analogues  of  Yeratmm  album. 

The  medium  dilutions — ^from  the  third  to  the  twelfth — hBje 
been  those  generally  used.  But  in  cholera  practitioners  hate 
gone  both  higher  and  lower :  the  thirtieth  has  been  in  faTOur 
with  many,  while  in  the  last  epidemic  in  Liyerpool  Mr.  Proctor 
got  the  best  effects  from  the  first  decimal. 

And  now  of  the  green  or  American  hellebore, 

Veratrum  viride. 

The  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  root. 

A  proTing  of  Yeratrum  viride  by  Dr.  Burt,  in  substantial 
doses,  is  contained  in  the  second  edition  of  Dr.  Hale's  New 
Bemedies;  and  the  therapeutic  portion  of  his  fourth  edition 
relates  numerous  cases  of  over-dosing  with  it^  besides  giving 
a  full  account  of  its  clinical  uses. 

The  green  hellebore  shows  its  relationship  to  the  white  bj 
occasionally  causing  a  choleraic  condition,  as  in  a  child  of  Dr. 
Burt's  whose  case  is  related  by  Dr.  Hale.  But,  though  vomit- 
ing is  frequent  and  severe,  there  is  no  purging.  The  symptoms 
come  on  rapidly,  and  depart  as  soon.  More  frequently,  how* 
ever,  the  main  action  of  the  drug  is  expended  on  the  circdJA- 
tion.  Either  the  condition  of  nausea  may  be  induced,  with 
its  usual  phenomena,  as  we  have  seen  them  occurring  from 
Tartar  emetic  and  other  drugs ;  or  there  may  be — as  with  the 
salt  just  named  and  with  Digitalis — great  slowing  of  pulse 
and  respiration,  without  other  symptoms ;  or  there  may  be 
from  the  first  what  always  shows  itself  sooner  or  later,  agrea 
loss  of  muscular  power  in  both  heart  and  arteries,  causing 
syncope  and  threatening  death. 

Yeratrum  viride  has  thus  a  three-fold  sedative  influence 
upon  the  circulation,  which  it  can  reduce  like  Tartar  emetic 
through  tliQ  ixi^^wsxi  of  nausea,  like  Digitalis  through  the  in* 
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bibitory  influence  of  the  vagi,  and  also  by  direcUj  weakening 
the  force  of  the  heart.  It  is  not  surprising  that,  with  such 
properties,  it  should  be  eztensivelj  used  in  the  old  school  as 
an  arterial  sedative  in  fevers  and  inflammations.  It  is  less 
natural  that  homoeopathists  should  follow  the  example,  seeing 
that  the  action  is  obviously  one  of  a  contrary  rather  than  of  a 
similar.  I  cannot  recommend  you  to  imitate  them ;  nor  is  our 
manna  so  scant  for  such  needs  that  we  should  lust  after  the 
flesh-pots  of  Egypt.  The  only  use  of  Yeratrum  viride  of  this 
kind  which  I  can  advise  is  a  local  one.  There  is  evidence  from 
many  quarters*  that  the  application  of  the  pure  tincture  or  a 
strong  lotion  will  arrest  erysipelas,  synovitis,  and  other  acute 
but  superficial  inflammations  and  congestions  in  a  very  rapid 
manner ;  and,  if  it  is  so,  it  would  be  a  pity  that  we  should 
not  apply  it  for  the  purpose. 

The  real  homoeopathic  use  of  Yeratrum  viride  grows  out  of 
its  action  on  the  nervous  centres.  Dr.  Binger  speaks  of  it  as 
causing  ''dull,  heavy,  frontal  headache,  sometimes  accom- 
panied by  shooting  or  stabbing  pain  over  one  or  both  brows." 
I>r.  Burt  had  constant  aching  pains  in  the  back  of  the  neck 
and  shoulders,  so  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  hold  the 
head  up  ;  and  in  his  CAse  of  poisoning  paroxysms  of  opistho- 
tonos appeared.  Dr.  Wood  shows  that  viridia  causes  con- 
vulsions, of  cerebral  origin ;  and  Dr.  Coe  speaks  of  observing 
choreiform  muscular  contortions  from  the  use  of  the  '*  concen- 
trated preparation,"  Yeratrin.  We  are  thus  led  to  see  the 
probability  of  Yeratrum  viride  acting  as  a  true  simile  in 
erethistic  and  hypersemic  conditions  of  the  brain  and  cord ; 
and  experience  has  proved  it  to  be  so.  Dr.  Hale  esteems  it 
very  highly  in  such  conditions,  considering  it  to  act  somewhat 
like  Aconite  and  Belladonna  combined.  His  book  contains 
numerous  instances  showing  its  value  in  cerebro-spinal  menin- 
gitis, the  acute  cerebral  irritations  of  childhood,  and  puerperal 
convulsions.    Dr.  Shuldham  has  lately  published  some  cases 

•  Brit,  Joum.  of  Sbm.,  xzii,  651 ;  xxy,  256 ;  xzxir,  281. 
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illastrating  the  same  power  of  the  drag  ;*  and  Dr.  Cooper 
comes  in  at  the  end  of  a  long  list  of  witnesses  to  testify  iti 
virtues  in  chorea.t  In  all  these  affections  it  quiets  nervout 
irritation  and  disposes  to  sleep ;  and,  if  fever  be  present^  it  dis- 
perses it  in  perspiration.  Used  in  this  waj,  Yeratrum  viiide 
seems  a  really  valuable  addition  to  our  store  of  remedies. 

I  have  already  indicated  the  medicines  most  analogous  to 
our  present  one.  The  first  decimal  dilution  has  beenmoit 
frequently  used. 

I  have  now  to  say  a  few  words  about  the  great  mulleiiiy  or 
"high  toper"— 

Verbascum  thapsos. 

The  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  fresh  herb. 

There  is  a  proving  of  Yerbascum  in  the  sixth  volume  of  ilie 
Materia  Medica  Fura^  contoining  32  symptoms  from  Hahne* 
mann,  and  141  from  four  others. 

I  mention  this  medicine  rather  because  it  is  one  of  Hahne* 
mann's  than  because  of  any  active  virtues  it  possesses.  The 
only  applications  to  which  its  pathogenesis  has  led  have  beea 
to  prosopalgia  and  migraine  on  the  one  hand,  and  to 
hoarse  dry  night-coughs  (like  those  of  Sambucus)  on  the 
other.  It  once  indeed,  in  Dr.  Clotar  Muller's  hands,  cored 
radically  a  migraine  of  twenty  years*  standing.  He  was  led 
to  its  choice  by  a  "  peculiar  sympathetic  affection  of  the  ear 
on  the  side  affected.  At  the  height  of  the  headache,  which 
mainly  consisted  in  pressure  and  pinching  in  the  temple  and 
zygoma,  there  commenced  an  intolerable  drawing  in  the  ear, 
with  a  sensation  as  if  something  stopped  it  up." 

The  mother-tincture    (as    recommended    by  TTft^v^Ti<^mMnn 
himself)  has  been  used. 

•  Monthly  Som.  JUview,  xiii,  597;  xir,  37. 
t  Brit,  Joum.  of  Horn.,  xxxiv,  272. 

X  Brit.  Joum.  of  Horn.,  xxi,  19.     See  also  case  of  prosopalgia  in  toL 
XI,  p.  2d9. 
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We  come  next  to  two  species  of  Viola.  First  we  Have  the- 
sweet  violet  itself, 

Viola  odorata. 

The  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  entire  fresh  plant. 

There  is  a  short  pathogenesis  of  Viola  odorata  in  the 
eighth  volume  of  the  Archivy  but  without  explanation  as  to  its. 
origin. 

Our  fullest  information  as  to  the  clinical  uses  of  the  violet, 
is  given  by  Teste.  He  finds  it  particularly  suitable  in  casea 
of  spasmodic  cough  and  dyspnoea  occurring  in  lymphatico- 
nervous  constitutions :  the  symptoms  are  more  troublesome 
in  the  day  time.  In  one  of  his  cases  the  cough  and  dyspnoea- 
were  due  to  the  retrocession  of  measles ;  and  the  eruption  was- 
restored  by  the  medicine.  In  a  note,  Teste  says : — "  Petroz. 
informs  me  that  he  has  used  Viola  with  success  in  various 
rheumatic  affections  of  the  upper  limbs."  Later,  in  the 
Gazette  HomceopcUhique  de  Parie,  Dr.  Tessier  published  several 
cases  of  rheumatism  affecting  the  carpal  and  metacarpal 
joints,  in  which  striking  results  followed  the  administration  of 
Viola  odorata.  Dr.  Kitchen  translated  these  for  the  first 
volume  of  the  Philadelphia  JourtuU  of  Somascpathyf  adding 
some  confirmatory  cases  of  his  own.*  A  curious  point  about 
them  all  is  that  the  rheumatism  was  always  on  the  right  side 
of  the  body.  In  two  cases  where  both  wrists  were  affected^ 
the  right  one  soon  got  well,  but  the  left  remained  in  ttaim 
quo. 

Teste  thinks  Viola  is  an  analogue  of  Chelidonium. 

The  twelfth  dilution  in  Tessier's  hands  and  the  first  in  Dr» 
Kitchen's  seem  to  have  acted  equally  well. 

The  other  species  of  Viola  is  the  pansy  or  heartsease, 

•  See  BriL  Journ,  of  Rom,,  xxiv,  314. 
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Viola  tricolor. 

Here  also  the  entire  plant  is  used  for  malring  the  tinctore. 

The  same  volume  ^of  the  Archiv  containa  a  similar  patho- 
genesis of  this  species  of  Yiola  also ;  and  here  again  Teste  is 
•our  therapeutic  informant.    His  facts,  however,  are  not  of  his 
•own  observing,  but  come  from  the  older  authors.    They  show 
that  the  pansy  enjoyed  at  one  time  a  high  reputation  incmsta 
lactea  and  other  forms  of  impetigo.*    One  case  he  mentions 
is  especially  interesting,  where  it  cured  nervous  paroxysms  in 
a  young  girl  which  seemed  to  have  been  caused  by  the  sup- 
pression of  milk  crust.    For  myself,  I  have  rarely  needed  any 
other  medicine  for  this  plague  of  children ;  and  I  have  more 
than  once  given  it  in  recent  impetigo  in  adults  with  veiy 
satisfactory  results.    I  have  seen  it  act  well  even  in  the  sixth 
•dilution,  which  proved  curative  in  a  case  recorded  by  Dr. 
Dudgeon  :t  but   as    a    rule    I  give  the  first  and    second 
•decimal. 

I  have  next  another  American  medicine  to  introduce  to  yon, 
the  prickly  ash, 

Xanthoxylum  frazineuin. 

The  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  bark  and  berries,  in 
«qual  proportions. 

A  good  proving,  on  three  men  and  three  women,  with 
clinical  remarks,  may  be  found  in  the  second  edition  of  Dr. 
Hale's  New  Remedies, 

These  provings,  conducted  with  substantial  doses,  are  not 
a  little  notable,  and  ought  to  prove  fruitful.  The  only 
symptoms  which  have  as  yet  led  to  practical  results  are  those 

*  On  this  Hahnemann  remarks : — **  The  pansy  violet  at  first  increasei 
'Cutaneoos  emptious,  and  thus  shows  its  power  to  produce  skin  diseases,  and 
•consequently  to  cure  the  same  effectually  and  permanently"  {Luttr 
WrUin^s,  p.  828). 

t  Brit,  Jourtu,  of  Sbm,^  xi,  355. 
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of  the  female  generative  organs.  It  caused  in  one  woman 
the  appearance  of  the  menses  a  week  before  their  usual  time,, 
and  attended  with  much  pain:  in  another,  there  seemed 
^'an  unnatural  forcing  of  nature/'  the  menses  came  on 
profusely,  "  with  dreadful  distress  and  pain,  baffling  descrip* 
tion."  It  has  accordingly  been  used  to  relieve  dysmenorrhoBa,. 
and  with  success.  Like  all  drugs  which  help  dysmenorrhoea,. 
it  is  applicable  to  affcer-pains :  I  have  occasionally  given  it 
for  these  with  good  effect.  Dr.  Hale  says  that  it  is  specially 
suitable  to  women  of  spare  habit,  nervous  temperament,  and. 
delicate  organization;  and  where  the  pain  is  neuralgic  in 
character.  Dr.  Massy  thinks  the  prolongation  of  such  pain 
along  the  crural  nerve  an  indication  for  it.  My  own  choice 
of  it  is  determined  by  the  concomitance  of  dysmenorrhoea* 
with  menorrhagia,  which  is  rare. 

The  dilutions  from  the  first  to  the  third  decimal  have  been 
used. 

And  now  I  come  to  the  last  medicine  on  my  list,  which  i» 
a  metal  of  some  therapeutical  importance, 

Zinciim. 

We  use  indifferently  the  metal  itself,  its  oxide,  or  its. 
sulphate — making  triturations  of  each. 

Hahnemann  published  a  pathogenesis  of  metallic  Zinc  in 
the  first  edition  of  the  Chronic  Diseases,  containing  74^ 
symptoms,  which  from  the  preface  we  may  gather  to  have^ 
been  observed  upon  patients  taking  the  18th  dilution.  In 
the  second  edition  the  list  has  swollen  to  1375.  Some  of  the 
additional  symptoms  (i.e.  those  of  Franz,  Hartmann,  Hau- 
bold,  Euckert,  v.  Gersdorff,  and  Stapf)  are  taken  from  a  prov- 
ing recorded  in  the  sixth  volume  of  the  Archiv :  the  remainder 
are  from  "  Ng."  in  Hartlaub  and  Trinks'  ArzneimiUellehre,  and 
from  four  others.  Some  experiments  with  the  oxide,  from 
Wibmer's  Toxicology  and  from  the  Hygea^  are  related  by 
Hempel.     A  full  study  of  Zinc — containing  all  recorded 
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homoBopatbic  cures  by  it — baa  been  recently  oontriboted*  by 
Dr.  Gherstel  to  the  IntematUmale  Hamdopaihiscke  Prem 
(vols,  iii — y). 

It  is  reiy  much  the  ftishion  to  say  that,  save  the  emetic 
effects  of  the  sulphate  and  the  irritant  properties  of  the 
chloride,  the    preparations  of    Zinc  have  no   pathogenetic 
action  on  the  system.    But  the  high  repute  it  has  gained  at 
various  times  in  disorders  of  the  nervous  system — and  especi- 
ally in  the  form  of  the  oxide — should  have  led  to  a  doubt  of 
«uch  a  negation.    Nil  prodeet  quod  non  Ictditur  idem.    The 
experiments  of  Wibmer  show  that  the  oxide  has  a  maiied 
-effect  on  the  nervous  centres,  causing  vertigo,  sleeplessness, 
formication,  and  oscillatory  movements  of  the  muscles  of  the 
•extremities.     Bouchut  found  it  produce  sleeplessness   and 
restlessness  by  night;  and  on  the  other  hand  Orfila  noted 
stupor  and  inactivity  in  the  dogs  he  poisoned  by  it.    These 
last  represent  the  ultimate  effect  of  the  drug  in  man.   Wibmer 
says — "  The  action  of  small  doses,  if  their  use  is  continaed 
beyond  a  certain  period,  may  produce  a  general  cachexia, 
with  complete  prostration  of   the  nutritive  functions:  the 
intellectual  faculties  are  likewbe  impaired,  the  beats  of  the 
heart  are  slow  and  feeble,  and  the  power  of  locomotion  and 
strength  of  body  are  enfeebled  to  a  high  degree."     A  good 
illustration  is  afforded  by  a  case  mentioned  by  Pereira,  in 
which  a  gentleman,  "  for  the  cure  of  epilepsy,  took  daily,  on 
an  average,  twenty  grains  of  the  oxide,  till  he  had  consumed 
3246  grains,  which  must  have  taken  him  about  five  months. 
At  the  end  of  this  time  he  was  found  of  a  pale,  earthy  hue, 
wasted  away,  and  almost  idiotical ;  his  tongue  was  thickly 
coated,  the  bowels  were  constipated,  the  inferior  extremities 
cold  and  oedematous,  the  abdomen  tumid,  the  superior  ex- 
tremities cold  and  shrivelled,  and  their  skin  dry  like  parch- 
ment :  the  pulse  was  about  60,  thready,  and  scarcely  per- 
<»ptible." 

Dr.  Headlam    Greenhow  has  described   an  affection  of 
those  wboaT^ex^^^tAthe  fumes  of  deflagrating  Zinc,  as 
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^  biass-f ounders'  ague/'  It  is  characterised  by  shiyering, 
short  hot  stage,  and  profuse  sweating :  during  the  chill  there 
is  malaise,  nausea,  and  constriction  of  the  chest.*  This 
doselj  corresponds  with  what  Wibmer  describes  as  the 
primary  effect  of  the  internal  use  of  the  oxide.  ^'If  small 
doses,"  he  writes, ''  are  continued  for  some  time,  the  prover 
&rst  experiences  an  uneasiness  and  pressure  in  the  stomach, 
together  with  eructations  and  constipation,  frequently  also 
vertigo,  headache,  dulness  and  tightness  of  the  head, 
spasmodically  contracted  pulse,  palpitation  of  the  heart,  cold 
hands  and  feet,  pains  in  the  diaphragm,  between  the  shoulder* 
blades,  and  down  the  spine  as  far  as  the  sacrum,  sleeplessness, 
languor,  formication  and  drawing  of  the  limbs.  These 
symptoms  generally  abate  after  vomiting  or  a  discharge  from 
the  bowels,  and  still  more  frequently  after  the  bursting  out  of 
a  general  perspiration." 

Dr.  von  Tunzelmann  has  communicated  an  instance  in 
which  water  which  had  acted  on  the  zinc  of  galvanized  iron 
pipes  proved  prejudicial  to  three  persons  who  drank  of  it.f 
The  first  suffered  from  paralysis  of  the  sixth  nerve,  with 
diplopia  and  strabismus;  and  had  dark  and  turbid  urine, 
with  pain  in  the  loins.  Another  had  the  latter  symptoms ; 
and  the  urine,  on  being  examined,  was  found  loaded  with 
urate  of  ammonia  and  containing  a  small  quantity  of  sugar. 
In  the  third  subject  there  was  severe  rachialgia  with  photo- 
phobia, insomnia,  and  total  anorexia.  The  value  of  these 
observations  is  somewhat  impaired  by  the  fact  that  aU  the 
patients  had  not  long  before  been  the  victims  of  lead-poison- 
ing,  which  in  each  had  affected  the  same  parts  that  afterwards 
became  troubled  by  the  zinc.  Dr.  Boardman  has  shown  that 
the  minute  quantity  of  the  metal  ordinarily  present  under 
such  circumstances  is  hardly  capable  of  causing  bad  effects  in 
healthy  persons.:!: 

•  Med.  TimeM  and  OatetU,  1862,  U  227. 
t  JBrit.  Joum,  qfSam^  xxxii,  610. 
}  See  London  Medical  Seeord,  toI.  ii. 
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The  uses  of  Zinc  in  all  schools  of  medicine  conespond 
with  these  pathogenetic  effects.  The  eiethistic  conditjon  it 
first  sets  up  in  the  brain,  medulla  oblongata,  and  spinal  cord 
finds  its  representative  in  the  cerebral  excitement  without 
hyperssmia  in  which  the  followers  of  Bademacher  so  highly 
esteem  the  acetate;  in  the  infantile  convnlsions  for  which 
Trinks  and  Madden  commend  the  sulphate;  and  intheepilepsj 
and  chorea  in  which  it  has  traditional  repute.  Dr.  Bayes  has 
found  our  minute  doses  to  act  very  well  in  several  cases  of 
the  latter  complaint.  But  the  homoeopathic  use  of  the  drag 
has  been  mainly  as  a  remedy  for  states  of  cerebral  depression. 
It  has  proved  curative  in  chronic  headaches*  and  in  melan- 
cholia where  this  condition  was  present.  Dr.  Kidd  thinks  he 
has  seen  benefit  from  it  in  chronic  atrophy  of  the  brain,  and 
in  the  progressive  paralysis  of  the  insane.f  And  the  late  Dr. 
£lb  of  Dresden  found  it  most  useful  in  that  threatened 
paralysis  of  the  brain  which  sometimes  occurs  in  scarlatina, 
whether  before,  during,  or  after  the  eruptive  period.J  Dr. 
Marcel's  recommendation  of  it  (following  Huss)  in  chronic 
alcoholism  is  of  the  same  nature.  The  febrile  attacks 
induced  by  the  metal,  moreover,  have  been  unconsciously 
applied  in  the  same  way ;  for  Pereira  reckons  the  sulphate 
an  anti-periodic,  and  he  and  Binger  concur  in  ascribing  to 
the  oxide  a  power  of  checking  the  sweats  of  phthisis. 

We  are  yet  within  the  sphere  of  the  nervous  system  when 
we  speak  of  the  virtues  of  another  preparation  of  Zinc — the 
phosphide — in  neuralgia.  It  is  supposed  by  Mr.  Ashburton 
Thompson  that  it  is  solely  in  virtue  of  its  phosphorus  that  this 
compound  acts.  But  he  himself  allows  that  it  often  proves 
emetic,  which  is  a  property  of  Zinc  rather  than  Phosphorus. 
He  also  related  in  the  eleventh  volume  of  the  Practitioner  two 
cases  in  which  the  Zinc  phosphide,  given  for  non-neuralgic 
complaints  in  doses  of  the  seventy-second  of  a  grain,  after 

*  See  Brit.  Journ.  qf  Som.,  xii,  48d. 
^  Annal*^  iii,  427. 
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being  taken  a  few  times  caused  ''severe  frontal  headache 
accompanied  by  frequent  stabs  of  pain  apparently  darting 
from  before  backwards  to  the  occipital  region,  but  intra- 
cranial, and  not  attended  by  aoy  disturbance  of  sensation  in 
the  scalp."  These  pains  were  removed  by  Phosphorus,  which 
makes  it  very  unlikely  that  it  was  that  element  of  the  Zinc 
phosphide  which  caused  them ;  and  shows  us  that  Zinc,  in 
this  form  at  least,  is  capable  of  causing  neuralgic  sufferings 
as  Mr.  Thompson  has  shown  it  to  be  of  curing  them.  In  his 
book— of  which  I  spoke  when  upon  Phosphorus — he  omits 
this  illustration  of  the  pathogenetic  power  of  Zinc  phosphide, 
while  reiterating  his  confidence  in  it  as  curative.  The  same 
thing  may  be  said  of  the  power  of  the  valerianate  of  Zinc  in 
neuralgia,  which  Dr.  Hale  finds  very  effective  in  doses  of  from 
the  tenth  to  the  hundredth  of  a  grain.*  In  the  same  direction 
points  Dr.  George  Clifton's  recent  communication  to  the 
British  Homoeopathic  Society  f  of  the  good  he  has  got  from  the 
sulphate  in  migraine.  The  vomiting  here  is  an  important 
element  in  the  homoeopathicity  of  drug  to  disease ;  and  it  is 
known  that  sulphate  of  Zinc  excites  it  when  introduced  other- 
wise than  by  the  stomach,  t.  e,  by  a  direct  impression  on  the 
nervous  centre  of  the  process,  as  in  the  malady  itself. 

There  is  some  reason  to  think  that  the  favour  which  Zinc 
has  gained  as  a  local  application  to  the  eyes  arises  from  a 
specific  action  on  this  part,  for  Drs.  Allen  and  Carroll  Dunham 
have  each  recorded  a  case  of  pterygiimi  crassum  cured  by  it, 
and  Dr.  Leadam  recommends  it  for  granular  lids  remaining 
after  ophthalmia  neonatorum — the  drug  in  all  these  cases 
being  given  internally. 

The  case  I  have  cited  from  Pereira  indicates  Zinc  as  a  suit- 
able remedy  for  "  tabes  sicca,"  that  primary  atrophy  without 
hectic  which  we  sometimes  see  in  adults.  Teste,  moreover, 
recommends  it  for  cardialgia  occurring  in  delicate  and  nervous 

•  See  Srii.  Joum.  of  Horn.,  xxv,  163. 
t  /Wrf.,  xxxiv,  108. 
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females,  and  for  diaorden  of  the  nerreBy  motor  and  aeniory, 
which  Bupplj  the  heart  and  air-pasaagee ;  also  of  thoae  whid 
aurroimd  the  jointa  and  penetrate  the  bonea. 

Ouprmm  and  Fhmbum  are  a(miewhat  analogoaa  medidnef. 

Tbe  lower  tritorationa  hare  generally  been  naed. 


LECTURE    XLIIL 

SUPPLSMSIfTAJiT. 

It  is  now  upwards  of  a  twelTemonth  since  I  began  to  dis- 
course to  you  from  this  place  upon  the  Materia  Medica  of 
HomoBopathj.  Sereral  new  medicines  hare  come  to  the  front 
during  the  interval,  and  fresh  information  has  accumulated  as 
to  others.  There  are  some  medicines,  moreorer,  which  I  have 
— ^purposely  or  by  accident^— omitted  from  the  alphabetical 
series,  which  yet  deseire  mention.  I  shall  accordingly  occupy 
you  for  this  one  more  lecture  with  a  brief  account  of  some 
nine  or  ten  drugs,  indicating  the  sources  of  our  knowledge 
regarding  them,  and  the  direction  in  which  they  have  been 
found  to  manifest  activily. 

Anguiiura, — ^By  this  name  I  intend  the  Angustura  rera,  or 
cusparia,  the  bark  of  the  galipsea  officinalis.  The  ''  vera  "  is 
necessitated  because  of  the  occasional  substitution  of  an 
Angustura  spuria,  which  is  pretty  certainly  identified  with 
the  bark  of  the  strychnos  nux  Tomica  or  some  allied  species 
haying  the  same  physiological  action.  Hahnemann,  saying 
that  the  true  Angustura  likewise  possesses  great  medicinal 
powers,  cites  in  illustration  the  symptoms  of  a  case  of 
poisoning  by  it,  which  are  evidently  those  of  the  spurious 
kind! 

The  true  Angustura  was  proved  by  himself  and  eight  asso- 
ciates :  the  299  symptoms  obtained  are  recorded  in  the  sixth 
volume  of  the  Beine  JrvneimiUeUehre.  Dr.  Allen  adds  some 
from  two  other  sources,  but  of  equally  unexplained  origin. 
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There  is  little  that  is  distinctire  about  any  of  them,  nor  hu 
An^^ustura  any  recognized  therapeutical  place.    It  is  used  in 
its  natiye  marshes  as  a  substitute  for  Cinchona  in  the  trail- 
ment  of  remittent  and  intermittent  f eyers.    Homoeopathj  hsi 
nothing  to  add  to  this,  save  one  case  of  prosopalgia  cured  hj 
it  (in  the  first  dilution)  recorded  by  Dr.  Marcy  in  the  Nai 
Materia  Medica,    Indications  for  it  in  spinal  afiEections— m 
those  of  Noack  and  Trinks — are  untrustworthy,  being  based 
upon  the  effects  of  the  spurious  bark.     Angustura  rera  hu 
no  spinal  action. 

Apocynum  eannahinum. — ^This  plant  is  often  called  the 
"Indian  hemp,"  but  it  must  not  be  confounded  with  the 
Cannabis  Indica  of  Blndostan.  It  is  a  Canadian  herb,  from 
whose  root  we  make  a  tincture  with  proof  spirit. 

Dr.  Allen's  Eneyclopcedia  gives  pathogenetic  symptoms 
obtained  from  Apocynum  by  four  provers;  and  Dr.  Hale's 
New  Remedies  relates  all  that  is  known  regarding  its  clinicil 
use. 

And  (almost)  all  that  is  known  is  just  this,  that  Apocjnnm 
has  virtues  of  a  remarkable  kind  in  the  treatment  of  all 
varieties  of  dropsy.  Anasarca,  hydrocephalus,  hydrothorax, 
and  especially  ascites,  of  all  kinds  and  from  all  causes,  occur 
repeatedly  among  the  cases  cured  by  it  which  Dr.  Hale  has 
collected  in  his  second  edition.  I  am  unable  at  present  to 
distinguish  the  precise  form  of  action  of  Apocynum  in  this 
sphere ;  and  still  less  to  suggest  its  rationale.  It  seems  always 
to  require  to  be  given  in  substantial  doses,  yet  it  is  no 
diuretic,  that  is,  in  healthy  persons ;  and,  when  proved  by  Drs. 
Peters  and  Marcy,  it  actually  diminished  the  urinary  secretion 
in  both.  I  have  not  found  it  of  any  service  in  the  hydro- 
cephalus of  tubercular  meningitis  or  the  ascites  of  hepatic 
cirrhosis — conditions  for  which  we  sadly  want  medicinal  help ; 
but  I  have  seen  simple  hydrocephalus  supervening  upon 
typhoid  clear  away  very  satisfactorily  under  its  use.  It  is 
impoBsftAfi  \»  T^aA  T>t,^^^  ^  <:9bsf^  ^"w^lctfiut  feeling  assured 
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that  Apocjnum  has  a  true  place  as  a  specific  remedy  for  some 
forms  of  dropsy.  He  himself  thinks  it  permanently  curatiye 
in  renal  dropsy  only;  and  supposes  that  it  temporarily 
relieyes  other  forms  of  the  disease  by  its  action  on  the 
kidneys. 

Apocynum  has  also  cured  menorrhagia,  to  which  it  seems 
homoeopathic,  and  '^  stuffy  "  colds  in  the  head.  I  have  found 
it  of  occasional  service  in  dyspepsia  where  there  is  much 
bloating  after  meals,  and  a  frequent  sensation  of  sinking  at 
the  stomach — these  two  symptoms  being  very  marked  in  the 
provings  of  Drs.  Peters  and  Marcy  respectively. 

Apis  and  HeUehortu  seem  the  most  analogous  medicines. 
As  regards  dose, — the  mqther-tincture,  from  one  to  five  drops 
at  a  time,  has  sometimes  proved  effectual ;  but  more  frequently 
it  has  been  found  necessary  to  use  the  preparation  known  as 
"  Hunt's  decoction,"  or  to  prepare  an  infusion  from  the  fresh 
root  (an  ounce  to  a  quart  of  water). 

Aranea  diadema. — The  use  of  the  spider's  web  in  medicine  is 
of  very  old  date.  Sir  Thomas  Watson  cites  many  facts  showing 
its  undoubted  efficacy  in  ague ;  and  Dr.  Ozanam  has  suggested 
that  it  cures  by  means  of  the  albuminous  substance  which  it 
contains,  and  which  Dr.  Bence  Jones  has  discovered  to  be 
analogous  to  and  isomeric  with  quinine.*  Dr.  Samuel  Jones 
has  lately  collected  in  the  American  Ohaerver  f  a  number  of 
facts  relative  to  the  action,  physiological  and  therapeutical,  of 
cobweb,  which  well  deserve  consideration. 

The  spider  itself  was  first  employed  in  medicine  in  the 
form  of  the  species  I  have  mentioned  above — a  tincture,  or 
triturations,  being  made  of  the  entire  animal.  Dr.  Allen  gives 
symptoms  obtained  from  it  by  two  provers,  and  some  more 
(from  two  other  provers)  produced  by  the  Aranea  sdencia. 
The  first-named  has  been  a  good  deal  used  in  homoeopathic 
practice  for  iutermittents.     Dr.  v.  Grauvogl  considers  pre- 

•  Bull,  de  la  Sao.  MM.  Horn.  d«  Dranee,  zvii,  4M, 
t  Jan.  1876.    See  BrU.  Jour,  of  Horn.,  xxziv,  367. 
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dominant  chilliness  the  indication  for  it  here,  and  in  somo 
other  maladies  also :  it  suits  what  he  calls  the  "  hjdrogenoid" 
constitution,  t.  6.  persons  aU  whose  ailments  are  much  aggn- 
rated  by  damp. 

But  the  success  of  the  introduction  of  the  venom  of  serpents 
and  bees  (in  the  form  of  Lachesis  and  Apis)  drew  attention 
to  the  poison  with  which  certain  spiders  are  armed ;  and  some 
study  has  been  directed  towards  the  Cuban  spider,  Mjgale 
lasiodora,  and  especially  towards  the  Tarantula.  Ton  baTe 
all  heard  of  the  dancing  mania  supposed  to  be  set  up  in 
Italians  by  the  bite  of  the  latter.  The  facts  are  under  some 
cloud  of  doubt  at  present ;  but  their  fame  led  Dr.  Nunez,  of 
Madrid,  to  prove  the  spider,  which  tb  did  upon  fifteen  persons 
in  the  dilutions  from  the  third  to  the  twelfth.  In  the  current 
number  of  the  British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy  (April,  1876) 
you  may  read  an  undoubted  case  of  inoculation  of  the  venom 
of  the  Tarantula.  The  symptoms  caused  resembled  those  of 
serpent-bite ;  and  the  only  approach  fco  the  Italian  tarantism 
is  that  the  subject  of  the  poisoning  experienced  great  restless- 
ness, so  that  he  could  not  keep  quiet  anywhere  or  in  any 
position ;  he  felt  that  he  must  keep  in  motion,  though  walking 
aggravated  all  the  symptoms. 

Tarantula  has  been  a  good  deal  used  in  nervous  affections, 
especially  in  chorea,  for  which  Dr.  Gibbs  Blake  has  also  given 
Mygale  with  advantage.*  Dr.  Jousset  says  that  he  can  com- 
mend Tarantula  in  this  malady,  and  also  in  convulsive  hysteria 
and  tenesmus  of  the  bladder.f 

Another  spider  which  has  been  proved  and  used  is  the 
Theridion  cv/rassavicum.  A  pathogenesis  of  it  is  contained  in 
Dr.  Hering's  Materia  Medica:  it  is  said  to  be  useful  in 
scrofula. 

Dr.  Ozanam  has  published  some  Htudes  eur  le  vhUn  de$ 
Arachnides  (Paris,  1856),  which  contribute  much  information 
on  this  subject. 

•  Monthly  ffom,  Beview,  xir,  342. 

'Y  Bull,  de  \a  8oc«  Kid.  Hnm.  dA  France^  zvi,  593. 
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CalenduUiy  the  common  marigold,  owes  its  place  in  the 
Materia  Medica  of  Homoeopathy  to  its  power  as  a  tndnertMry. 
Dr.  Allen  gives  a  pathogenesis  of  it  obtuned  by  two  proveiB, 
but  the  symptoms  are  few  and  insignificant,  and  it  is  rarely 
if  ever  given  internally.  But  one  of  our  Qerman  practitioners. 
Dr.  Thorer,  becoming  acquainted  with  the  healing  virtues 
ascribed  to  the  marigold  by  the  common  people,  endeavoured 
to  ascertain  by  experiment  its  exact  place  in  the  treatment  of 
injiiries.  You  will  find  his  paper  translated  in  the  fifth 
volimie  of  the  BriHsh  Jowmal  of  Ht^mceopathy.  His  cases  show 
that  Calendula  has  a  most  beneficial  iiifluence  over  wounds, 
especially  incised  wounds,  promoting  favourable  cicatrization 
with  the  least  possible  amount  of  suppuration.  From  that 
time  to  this  Calendula  has  alwsiys  been  used  in  homoeopathic 
practice  to  promote  the  healing  process  in  wounds^  ulcers, 
bums,  and  other  breaches  of  surface.  You  may  read  in- 
structive comments  on  its  virtues  by- Dr.  Yeldham  in  several 
papers  in  the  BriHsh  JaurtMl  and  the  Annals,  It  was  used 
on  a  large  scale  by  our  American  colleagues  in  the  treatment 
of  the  injuries  occurring  in  the  course  of  their  civil  war ;  and 
it  obtained  their' warmest  commendatiens*'  Nosiq>piiration 
seems  able  to  live  in  its  presence. 

Of  course  theffe  is  nothing  hom<Bopathi<cs  in  Calendula ;  its 
working,  that  is,  is  no  instance  (so  far  as  •we  know)  oi  the 
operation  of  the  law  df  similars.  Neverthetess,  it  is  honuBO* 
pathists  onljr — at  least  in  England  and  America— -who  give 
their  patients  the  benefit  of  this  precious  vulnerary.  You 
will  find  it  invaluable  in  surgical  practice. 

Chloral  hydrate. — ^Into  the  use  of  this  drug  as  a  hypnotic 
I  do  not  propose  to  enter.  You  can  learn  it  from  the  ordinaiy 
text-books ;  and  you  must  use  your  judgment  as  to  its  adop- 
tion. Chloral  is  unquestionably  the  least  harmful  agent  of 
the  kind  we  can  employ,  when  we  must  employ  them. 

But  our  concern  with  the  drug  is  to  knaw  whether  we  eaa 
utilise  any  of  its  physiological  action  homoeopathically.    Us 
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influence  on  the  system  appears  to  be  that  of  a  ptire  nervoiu 
depressant.  It  acts  very  much  as  Opium  does,  only  that  it 
afiFects  the  cerebrum  so  quickly,  that  the  so-called  primary 
excitement  of  the  latter,  which  we  have  seen  to  depend  upon 
yaso-motor  paralysis,  is  slightly  and  rarely  visible.  Eyeiy 
now  and  then,  however,  it  does  occur ;  and  the  flushing  of  the 
surface  is  characterised  by  being  accompanied  with  more  or  leas 
eruption,  most  frequently  urticarious  or  erythematous,  bat 
sometimes  like  that  of  measles  or  scarlatina,  and  always  as- 
sociated with  great  itching.  The  conjunctiysB,  also,  are  not 
merely  suffused,  but  hot,  stiff,  swelled,  and  tender  (espedallj 
on  the  lids),  and  there  is  sometimes  lachrymation.  Dr.  Allen 
giyes  a  number  of  such  symptoms  in  his  pathogenesis  of 
Chloral. 

Dr.  Dyce  Brown  also  has,  in  the  fifteenth  volume  of  the 
Monthly  Hamceopaihic  Review,  related  in  detail  many  obserra- 
tions  displaying  its  physiological  effects ;  and,  in  the  thirty- 
second  volume  of  the  British  Journal  of  Homcdopathy,  has 
shown  us  how  to  turn  them  to  good  account  by  giving  a  series 
of  cases  of  conjunctivitis,  urticaria,  and  pruritus  in  which,  in 
grain  doses  or  less,  it  proved  very  efficacious  in  his  hands. 
In  the  former  place  he  also  calls  attention  to  its  disturbing 
and  depressing  influence  upon  the  heart,  showing  this  to  be 
exerted  through  the  nervous  supply  of  the  organ,  and  to 
indicate  the  drug  when  from  nervous  causes  its  action  is  dis- 
ordered. The  same  thing  may  be  said  of  its  effects  on  the 
respiration. 

Cunduro/ngo, — This  is  a  South  American  shrub,  the  bark  of 
which  has  lately  been  introduced  as  a  remedy  for  cancer.  You 
will  find  its  history  in  various  places  in  the  volumes  of  the 
British  Journal  of  Homoeopcdhy  from  the  thirtieth  to  the 
thirty-fourth.  Dr.  Clotar  Muller  was  the  first  of  the  homoeo- 
pathic school  to  test  it.  He  found  it  powerless  in  scirrhous 
indurations ;  but  over  malignant  ulcerations,  to  all  appearance 
carcinomatous,  it  exerted  in  his  hands  an  undoubted  curative 
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influence.  The  same  experience  is  reported  by  Dr.  Obolinski, 
of  Cracow.  Professor  Fiiedreich,  of  Berlin,  next  followed  with 
a  case  which  his  experienced  diagnosis  declared  to  be  un- 
questionable cancer  of  the  stomach,  and  which  Cimdurango 
cured  in  Ihree  months.*  Dr.  Fischer,  from  our  ranks,  com- 
municates another  instance  of  cure  of  what  seemed  the  same 
disease.  Lastly,  Professor  Nusebaum  has  been  able  to  saj  :t 
— "  We  have  seen  good  rissultft  iii  cancer  from  Cundurango. 
Friedreich  reports  seyeral  perfect  cures ;  and  I  have  seen  good 
effects,  though  no  cure,  from  its  internal  use.  I  applied  locallj 
only  compresses  moistened  with  a  solution  of  sugar  of  lead, 
and  still  the  internal  use  of  Cundurango  produced  extra- 
ordinary and  lasting  amelioration." 

In  the  view  of  th^se  encouraging  results,  we  disciples  of 
Hahnemann  naturally  inquire  what  is'  the  pathogenetic 
action  of  the  substance.  Information  on  this  head  has  been 
supplied  us  by  Dr.  Burnett  from  this  counb^,^  and  Dr.  Dike- 
man  from  America.  §  The  former  made  a  full  proving  of  the 
infusion.  It  congested  his  Schneiderian  membrane,  the  effect 
extending  into  the  frontal  sinus ;  caused  pimples,  pustules,  and 
blotches  on  the  skin ;  and  especially  affected  the  lips,  making 
them  red,  and  giving  rise  to  painful  cracks  in  the  comers  of 
the  mouth.  This  l&st  trouble  it  caused  also  in  two  patients 
who  were  taking  it  for  other  affections;  and  Dr.  Burnett 
reports  several  cujres  by  the  drug  of  the  same  condition  when 
occurring  idiopathically,  both  in  the  mouth  and  at  the  anus. 
Mr.  Proctor  suggested  to  him  the  similarity  between  its  effects 
and  tliat  of  syphilis ;  and  it  seems  that  it  was  an  accidental 
cure  of  constitutional  syphilis  by  the  herb  which  first  led  to 
its  use  in  Ecuador,  and  that  it  is  as  an  anti-syphilitic  that  it 
there  enjoys  most  repute.  Dr.  Dikeman  took  several  five-drop 
doses  of  the^  mother  tincture,  and  found  it  act  as  a  diuretic, 

*  See  Kwrjik  Avmt,  Jomm*  of  Som,,  May,  1874^ 

t  See  ibU,,  August,  1875. 

{  Brit.  Joum,  of  Mom.^  xzziii,  400. 

§  New  England  Medical  Gazette,  z,  486. 
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causing  also  much  cardialgia,  and  itching  with  Inrownish  tint 
of  the  skin. 

Jo^borandi, — This  is  another  South  American  plant.  BeporU 
of  its  great  activity  as  a  diaphoretic  and  sialogogue,  when  giyen 
in  the  form  of  an  infusion  made  from  the  leaves,  came  in  1874 
from  Paris,  where  it  had  been  introduced  by  Dr.  Coutinho,of 
Pemambuco.  It  has  since  received  much  experimentation  in 
England,  chiefly  from  Dr.  Binger.  His  article  on  it  in  the 
Lancet  of  Jan.  80th,  1875,  gives  a  full  account  of  our  know- 
ledge regarding  it.  Its  diaphoretic  and  sialogogue  properties 
are  very  great,  very  constant  (at  least  in  adults),  and  seem- 
ingly primary.  The  skin  is  indeed  very  flushed  at  first ;  bat 
it  grows  pale  subsequently,  and  yet  the  sweat  continues. 
Other  secretions — ^lachrymal,  nasal,  bronchial,  intestinal — are 
occasionally  increased  by  it.  It  acts  upon  the  eye  like  Calabar 
bean,  contracting  the  pupil,  and  causing  tension  of  the  accom- 
modative apparatus,  with  approximation  of  the  nearest  and 
furthest  points  of  distinct  vision.  Both  in  this,  and  in  its 
general  influence  (which  is  accompanied  with  vascular  relaxa- 
tion throughout  the  body),  it  is  precisely  antagonistic  to 
Atropia. 

We  have  not  yet  utilised  these  facts  homodopathically,  but 
shall  doubtless  find  the  drug  available  in  some  forms  of  sweat- 
ing and  ptyalism.  It  has  lately  been  proved  in  America,  bat 
the  results  have  not  reached  us. 

Viacum  album, — This  plant — the  familiar  mistletoe — appears 
likely  to  find  a  place  in  therapeutics.  Some  cases  of  Dr. 
Huber's  showing  its  virtue  in  several  affections,  especially 
rheimmtism,  sciatica,  and  metrorrhagia,  were  translated  in  the 
twenty-second  volume  of  the  Britieh  JowmaX  of  Som<gopaihy. 
Then  Dr.  Laville  communicated  some  facts  about  it  in  re- 
lation to  epilepsy,  for  which  it  has  an  old  reputation.*  He 
obtained  two  products  from  it;  an  alkaloid  which  he  calls 

*  See  aa  aocouxi^  oI\2a\^^V\ql  Brt<«  Jawm,  qfSom.,  xxr,  673. 
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yiscine,  and  a  resin.  Two  grains  of  the  latter  placed  on  the 
tongue  of  a  large  rabbit  caosed  a  Tiolent  fit  of  epilepsy,  which 
lasted  more  than  half  an  hour.  He  finds  it  of  great  Talne  in 
the  treatment  of  this  disease  in  the  lower  animals,  especiallj 
in  herbivora.  Tinallj,  in  the  twelfth  volume  of  the  Monthly 
Hommopaihic  Beview,  we  have  communications  from  Drs. 
Wilde  and  Belcher,  showing  the  mistletoe  to  hare  a  high  and 
deserved  repute  among  the  conmion  people  in  this  country  for 
the  cure  of  chorea.     It  deserves  further  proving  and  testing. 

Vinca  minor. — This  is  the  lesser  periwinkle — the  plant  so 
named,  I  mean ;  not  the  mollusc.  We  use  a  tincture  prepared 
from  the  fresh  juice.  There  is  a  short  pathogenesis  in  Jahr's 
Manual  f  referred  to  the  seventeenth  volume  of  the  ArcMv; 
but  I  cannot  find  anything  about  the  medicine  there.  It  is 
said  to  be  useful  in  such  cutaneous  affections  as  crustalactea; 
and  even  to  have  cured  the  plica  Polonica.  In  my  own  hands 
it  has  four  times  availed  to  check  passive  uterine  hemorrhage 
occurring  in  women  long  past  their  climacteric.  In  three  of 
these  cases,  indeed,  the  flow  afterwards  returned,  and  proved 
to  have  been  the  initial  symptom  of  carcinoma ;  but  the  effect 
of  the  medicine  was  not  less  real  for  the  time.  I  have  used 
the  first  decimal  dilution. 

And  now  my  remarks  must  end.  There  are  several  other 
medicines  which  might  be  mentioned,  which  some  day  will 
probably  demand  attention.  The  numohromide  of  camphor  is 
assuming  some  importance  in  the  old  school,  and  its  proper- 
ties are  being  ascertained :  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  curious 
substance  known  as  croton-chloral.  Dr.  Hale's  fourth  edition 
mentions  several  remedies  which  may  yet  be  noteworthy. 
Such  are  Ouaco^  having  a  reputation  against  snake-bites  and 
in  cholera,  and  considered  by  Dr.  Elb  (who  proved  it)  a 
valuable  spinal  medicine ;  the  Hecla  lava  which,  from  an 
observation  of  Dr.  Wilkinson's  as  to  the  exostoses  common  in 
animals  who  browse  near  the  mountain,  has  been  successfully 
given  for  similar  affections  in  the  human  subject;  the  meiss 
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which,  under  the  name  of  lapis  aJbut^  hag  been  introdaced  bj 
Dr.  Yon  GrauYogl  as  a  remedy  for  cancer ;  the  carbazotic  or 
picric  add  which  has  lately  been  proved  in  New  York,  and 
seems  to  cause  anaemia  and  softening  of  the  brain  ^md  cord ; 
planktgo  majors  proved  by  Dr.  Humphrey,  and  found  curatiTe 
in  toothache  and  enuresis ;  and  vibumuin  optduSf  highly 
praised  by  the  author  in  spasmodic  dysmenorrhoea.  Two 
other  potent  neurotics  of  the  vegetable  kingdom — ^the 
cenarUhe  croeaia  and  the  $olanum  nigrum — have  been  recently 
brought  before  us :  *  the  former  ought  to  prove  one  of  our 
anti-epileptics.  Dr.  Allen's  great  IJncyelop€edia,  moreover,  is 
continually  revealing  new  medicinal  treasures  as  it  progresses: 
and  if  I  have  the  honour  of  delivering  another  course  of 
Materia  Medica  lectures  in  this  place,  I  shall  draw  upon  it 
more  largely  than  I  have  hitherto  done.  For  the  present, 
however,  I  have  no  more  to  say. 

One  remark  only  I  will  make  in  conclusion.  It  is  now  often 
admitted  that  there  are  some  uses  of  medicines  which  seem 
consonant  with  the  '*  homoeopathic  hypothesis,"  and  that 
some  of  the  remedies  which  have  been  arrived  at  by  its 
employment  are  really  useful  agents.  But  it  is  always 
assumed  that  such  instances  constitute  a  small  minority  of 
the  curative  applications  of  drugs,  and  in  no  way  warrant  the 
adoption  of  the  principle  as  a  general  method  of  treatment. 
Well;  we  have  now  considered  together  every  important 
constituent  of  the  Materia  Medica.  I  have  sought  to  bring 
before  you  as  fully  as  possible  the  ascertained  facts  of  the 
physiological  and  therapeutical  action  of  each,  and  impartially 
to  discuss  the  connection  of  the  two.  You  will  bear  me  out, 
I  think,  when  I  say  that  the  resiilt  has  been  that  nineteen- 
twentieths  of  the  direct  curative  actions  of  drugs  manifestly 
appear  to  be  homoeopathic  in  respect  of  modus  operandi,  and 
either  have  been  or  might  have  been  arrived  at  by  the  appli- 
cation of  the  rule,  "  let  likes  be  treated  by  likes."     I  venture 

•  See  Brit  Joum,  of  ffom.,  vols,  xxxii  and  xxxiii. 
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to  affirm  that  no  other  result  can  come  of  a  fair  sunrej  of 
the  facts  of  the  case,  conducted  with  this  object  in  view. 
This  is  our  position,  and  here  we  take  our  stand.  Our 
opponents  must  meet  us  on  the  field  of  Materia  Medica  if 
thej  wish  to  convince  us ;  and  I  think  jou  will  agree  with 
me  that  thej  must  retire,  either  vanquished  or  convinced 
themselves. 

I  have  now  merely  to  thank  jou  for  jour  attention,  and  to 
bid  you  farewell. 
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.  807 

Collinaonia 

.  312 

Kaxi  BIOHBOMICniC         .          .  458 

Coloe^nik 

.  814 

KaiibrowUdmm 

.  196 

CnMMItfln    •           •           • 

.  817 

Kali  cyanidnm 

.    SS 

Copaiba  . 

.  823 

Kali  earbonicum 

.  46S 

Corallinm  rnbrum   . 

.  325 

Kali  chloricum 

.  4fl9 

Crocus    . 

.  326 

Kali  iodidum 

.  424 

Crotalus, 

.  483 

Kali  nitricnm 

.  47i 

Croton    .        •        • 

.  827 

Kali  permanganicai 

n       .         .474 

Candarango    . 

.  780 

Kalmia  . 

.  475 

Ctpbum 

.  330 

Kreasotum 

.  476 

Curare    . 

.  836 

Cyclamen 

.  387 

Lachesib 

.  483 

Lactnca 

.  479 

Digitalis 

.  838 

Lauroceraras 

.    34 

Digitaline 

.  850 

Ledum  paluttre 

.  498 

Dioscorea 

.  851 

Leptandra 

.  500 

Drotera . 

.  852 

Liliom  tigrinum 

.  501 

Dulcamara 

.  354 

Lithinm . 

.  502 

Lobelia  . 

.  503 

Elaterinm 

.  857 

Ltcopodium  . 

.  506 

Eupatorium  perfbliatum 

.  359 

Lycopos  Virg^nicus 

.  512 

Eapatorinm  purpurenm  . 

.  860 

Kuphorbiam    . 

.  861 

Magnesia  carbonica 

.  514 

Euphrasia 

.  862 

Magnesia  muriatica 

•        •    »f 

Mangannm 

.  515 

FXSBUH. 

.  364 

Menyanthes    . 

.  516 

MERCURIUS 

.  513 

Oambogia 

.  871 

Mezeream 

.  553 

Oelstminum    . 

.  872 

Millefoliam     .        • 

.  555 

Olonoin .         .         .         . 

.  876 

Moschus 

.  556 

Qraphitet 

.  381 

Murex  parpnrea 

.  557 

Gratiola .        .         .        . 

.  384 

Mascaria 

.     78 

Qualacum        .        • 

.  386 

Mygale   . 

.  778 

ALPHABSTHUL  LIST  OV  XBDlOXKSg. 
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PAOS 

rAOB 

ydja 

.  488 

'  Santonine 

.        .271 

Natram  carbonionm 

.  US 

Sarracebia 

.        .6tt 

Nairum  mwruUioum 

.  660 

Saronuilla    • 

•        •    f» 

Natrum  Balphoricam 

.  562 

SciUa      . 

.686 

Nnphar  lutea  . 

.  664 

Seeale     .        .. 

•  000 

Nhx  mo9chaia 

•        •    >♦ 

Selenivm 

.  601 

NUX  VOMICA 

.  667 

Senecio   •        .        • 

.  692 

Sentga   . 

.  69a 

Oleander 

.  681 

SlSlA      . 

.  694    w 

Oleam  jeooris  aselli . 

.  446 

Silica    • 

.       .700 

Opium    . 

.  683 

SpigeUa 

.  706 

Origanum 

.  697 

Spongia 

.  709 

Osinmm  . 

.  698 

Stanwum                  • 

.  718 

Stapbisagria   . 

.716 

Fsonia   .        .        . 

.  599 

Siramomum    . 

.719 

Paris  qnadrifolia     . 

•        •    f» 

Strychnia 

.  680 

Petroleum 

.  600 

SULPHUR    . 

.722 

Petroselinum  . 

.  601 

Phellandrinm  . 

.  60i2 

Tabacom 

.  788 

PHOSPHORUS      . 

.  608 

Tarantnla 

.  778 

PhysoMiigma 

.  627 

Taraxacum 

.  788 

JPhytolacca 

.  631 

Tellorium 

.  789 

Flatina 

.  636 

Terebinthina  . 

.741 

Flumbum 

.  638 

Teucrium 

.744 

Podophyllum  . 

.  647 

Theridion 

.  778 

PULSATITiT.A       . 

.  651 

Thuja     . 

.        .  745 

QUINIA    . 

.  290 

Uranium 

.  752 

Urtifia     . 

.  766 

Rannncnlus  bolboBUB 

.  661 

Uva  urn 

.       .767 

Rannnculos  sceleratos 

•        •    tt 

Valeriana 

•        •    »» 

Ratanhia 

.  663 

VntATBUM  ALBITM  . 

.  760 

Rheum   . 

•        •    »» 

Verairum  viride 

.  764 

Rhododendron 

.  664 

Verbaicnm 

.       .  766 

Rhus 

.  666 

Viuca  minor    . 

.  788 

Rumex  crispus 

.  674 

Viola  odorata  . 

.       .767 

Ruta 

.  676 

Viola  tricolor  . 

.  768 

Viscum  album 

.782 

Sabadilla 

.  678 

Sabina     . 

.  679 

Xanthoxylum 

.  768 

Sambucns 

.  681 

Saiiguinaria     . 

.  682 

Zincum  •        •        • 

.  769 
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